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A Big Thank You 


plete а book such as this alone. To 

the congregation as a whole, we say 
thank-you. The last three years have been 
a kaleidoscope of people, places, and in- 
formation. 


Те people obviously cannot com- 


This project has been accomplished 
through the efforts of talented people 
throughout the world. In addition to local 
experts, contributions have included re- 
sources from Armenia, Bangladesh, Cana- 
da, and India. 


The following groups and individuals sig- 
nificantly contributed to the completion 
and publication of this volume. To every- 
one who participated in even a small way, 
a big thanks: 


The 2021 St. John's Vestry -- Janice Akins, 
Tracy Barding, Julie Carter, Suzanne 
Crutcher, Chris Dotson, Judy Ellison, Lois 
Gillespie, James Keith, Timothy Phillips, Ni- 
cole Warner. 


Dewey Akins, Artsakh Babayan, the late 
Valette Barnes, Bob Causey, the late Vince 
Cooling, the late Ettie Cooling, Dee Coven- 
try, Deacon Don Coventry, Betsy Curlin, Rev. 
Shawn Denney, Dale Elliott, Marny Elliott, 
Deacon Christine Gregory, Mrityunjay Gau- 
tam, Dr. Fredrick Guzasky, Rev. Robert Har- 
mon, Dorell Hawley, Ken Hawley, Rev. John 
Henry, Rev. Charles Hensel, Linda Holt-Mon- 
son, the late Mary Jane Farley Jones, Pa- 
tricia Kampfe, Randall Kampfe, Tina King, 
Rev. Chuck Kramer, Jack McDonald ІІІ, Mary 
McDonald, Barb Peoples, James Peoples, 
Mary Peters, Nathan Pierce, the late Ger- 
aldine Phillips, Kathy Phillips, Tim Phillips, 
Melissa Rhodes, the late Eve Shade, Father 
Eugene Stormer, Rev. Richard Swan, Marv 
Swan, the Aaron Akins family, and the Emily 
Cole family. 


The Illinois Preservation Guild and the Cool- 
ing Memorial funds for monetary support. 
And last, but certainly not least, thank you 
for the beautiful pictures! 


St. John’s has a treasure trove of pictures 
from a wide variety of sources, including 
members, photographers, and newspa- 
pers. The vast majority of the pictures in 
this book came from St. John’s files, along 
with Dewey Akins, Julie Carter, Valerie Cook, 
the Facebook group - Decatur Now and 
Then, the Herald and Review, Kay Hall, the 
late Bill Hansen, Laine Henson, Patricia 
Kampfe, Katy Phillips More, the North Fork 
Museum, Mary Peters, Kathy Phillips, Steven 
Pyle, Diana Terneus, the late William Te- 
schner, Michelle Smiley, and several former 
rectors' families, including the Atkins, the 
Daups, the Herricks, and the Stires, who 
shared family photos of their rector rela- 
tives. 


The Definitive History of St. John's is the 
result of being at the right place at the 
right time. In the late 2010s, Father Swan 
asked several parishioners to sort and file 
boxes of old papers. A history club was 
formed -- Janice Akins, Mary Peters, Julie 
Carter, Sara Davis, and Kathy Phillips. This 
group spent six months sorting, labeling, 
and filing primary sources. Soon after, 
Aaron Akins decided that it was necessary 
to update the history he and Janice had 
written in 1999. Vince Cooling heard about 
everything that was going on and decided 
that he wanted to help as well. Aaron and 
Janice spent nearly three years sorting, 
filing, and researching facts and papers to 
include. Here is the result of studying over 
3,000 newspaper articles, combing over 
twenty huge binders of St. John's memo- 
rabilia, and exhaustively using Ancestry & 
Newspapers.com. 


And the rest, as they say, is history. 
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Dedicated to the loving memory of 


Vince and Ettie Cooling 


Who faithfully served the St. John’s Congregation 


through nearly six decades of commitment 
and 
whose gracious memorial support provided 


the inspiration and funds for the publication of this history. 


PREFACE 


Abbreviated History Of St. John’s, 1855-1918 


St. John’s Parish has served the greater Decatur community since September 10, 1855, 
when fifteen men and women signed the Articles of Organization, pledging to be “deeply 
sensible of the truth of the Christian religion and earnestly desirous of promoting its holy 

influence in our own hearts and in those of our families and neighbors.” 


1857 The parish met for services in the Masonic Hall. Bishop Whitehouse came 
from Chicago to confirm a half-dozen people. 


1858 The first church structure was built and cost "not less than $1500" on Wa- 
ter Street between Eldorado & North Streets. 


1862 The final payment оп the mortgage having been made, the Bishop re- 
turned to Decatur to consecrate the church. 


1863 Arectory was built and the “Female Church School,” also known as the 
"Decatur Seminary" was founded. It operated less than a decade. 


1873 The Ladies Aid Society was founded, which was reorganized in 1906 as St. 
John's Episcopal Church Women. 


1884 One of the first pipe organs in Decatur was installed in St. John's. 


1888 Two laymen purchased lots at Church and Eldorado, telling the vestry 
they would hold the property until the congregation was ready to build a 
new church. 


1890 The new church structure was constructed at the corner of Church and 
Eldorado Streets. 


1891 The original wooden church building was moved from Water Street to the 
east end of the lot for the new church building. 


1892 During Easter Week, the 250 communicants moved into the church as the 
new stone building was dedicated. 


1895 The Burrows family added a memorial brass eagle pulpit in the nave. 
1899 Greenwood Cemetery lots were purchased and donated to the church 
by Lowber Burrows. 


1911 =A wooden rood screen was installed between the sanctuary and nave in 
memory of Lowber Burrows. 


1912 The mortgage was paid and the new church was consecrated by Bishop 
William Osborne. 


1916 А Day Nursery was founded by St. John's to care for children. 


1918 Тһе sanctuary tile floor was replaced and granite steps were added to 
altar. 
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1927 
1940 
1945 


1947 


1951 


1955 


1957 


1961 
1970 


1980 
1982 
1983 
1987 
1993 
1994 


2002 


2006 


2014 
2020 


2021 


Abbreviated History Of St. John’s, 1919-2021 


New Gothic lights were installed in the center of nave. 
Flags of the Allied Nations were hung in the nave. 


The present high altar was installed in memory of Sophia Shade and the 
previous altar was reduced and placed on the north side of the nave. 


The organ was rebuilt and the console was moved to the south side of 
the chancel. 


Renovations included tuckpointing, new steps to outside entrances, old 
chimney removal and gumwood paneling in the ambulatory, sacristy, 
and old choir room. 


The Parish Centennial was observed and the Parish Hall addition was 
completed to provide classrooms, a meeting hall, and kitchen. 


The bell tower steeple was removed due to dangerous conditions and a 
new cross was erected. 


St. Mary's Hall was remodeled for office space and a curate apartment. 


The 1858 wooden church was demolished. The nave and sanctuary were 
updated and a lounge, classrooms, and the cloister were added. 


The church's first bell was placed in the belfry and was dedicated. 

The final tiffany-style stained glass windows were replaced in the nave. 
The chapel was completed with memorial windows. 

The organ was rebuilt and expanded. 

A columbarium was approved and built in Merris Garden. 


The Century Il Campaign to restore, preserve, and renovate church facili- 
ties was begun, while significant outreach efforts were expanded. 


A major interior renovation of St. Mary's Hall was completed. Memorial 
windows were added to former doorway entrances on Church Street, and 
the Merris Memorial Garden. 


The parish hall memorial stained glass windows were completed. 
St. John's became fully accessible for guests with disabilities. 


The church was closed to the public because of the Covid-19 Virus and 
live streamed services began. 


Eight-hundred page Definitive History of St. John's published. 
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What Mean These Stones? -- Joshua 4:21 
A Preface to the 2021 St. John's History 


uring the Dedication Services of 
|) new stone church held on 

April 20th, 1892, the former Rev. 
W.H. Moore reflected on the need for a 
specialized church building. Не ex- 
plained the significance of the Dedica- 
tion was that of setting apart the build- 
ing to be used from then on for “holy 
purposes.” He reminded the people 
attending the service that the church 
represents the “visible fellowship of all 
those who profess and call themselves 
Christians...” 


Because the church represents what 


PREFACE 


we, as Episcopalians believe, “the 
church of the future must be the 
church of the past." It is to this end 
that the 2021 history is constructed and 
recounted. As we approach the future, 
it is time to recognize the rectors and 
members of the past and present and 
their dedication to the spiritual efforts 
of St. John's Episcopal Church in Deca- 
tur, Illinois. 


While we were researching the thou- 
sands of papers, pictures, and books, 
each revealing a tiny piece of St. John’s 
history here or there, we kept return- 
ing to the church building itself for 
answers. Throughout its one hundred 
and sixty-six years, several people 
have described St. John's story. An 
informational brochure once placed in 
the pews for newcomers professed, 


This century old church has stories 
to tell. Stories of love and laugh- 
ter, heartache and sadness, spir- 
itual growth and for some, calls 
to the priesthood. It has baptized 
our babies, confirmed our chil- 
dren, married the young lovers, 
nurtured our families and in the 
end, buried our dead. It has sent 
our young men and women off to 
colleges and off to war and it has 
always reverberated with song 
and prayer... 


During our dozens of interviews with 
parishioners we often hear something 
very similar, “There is a feeling of love 
in this church and even in the stones. | 
can't explain it, but | just can imagine 


the people who have worked in the 
church before us. | can feel the love 
that has gone into the worship services 
and the building. | can see and almost 
feel their careful efforts.” 


Father Moore also knew that senti- 
ment as far back as 1892. He reflected, 
“When we commemorate the faithful 
departed in the prayer for the church 
we shall remember Lockwood and 
Prather and Fuller, and many others 
whose names are inseparably con- 
nected with St. John's church in the 
earlier days of its history, as well as 
those who have recently been laid 

to rest... Built into these walls are their 
toils and earnest wishes and many 
prayers.” 


We are now nearly one hundred thirty 
years beyond Father Moore. We still 
cherish his memory, and our own per- 
sonal list of faithful rectors and mem- 
bers. Our current list of parishioners is 
just as important as his list was to the 
definitive history of St. John's. 


It would be impossible to recognize 
every single person who has contrib- 
uted to St. John’s parish over the past 
166 years. Some of us can barely re- 
member our own great-grandparents 
апа the dates involved with their lives, 
much less similar information involving 
people of other times. Unfortunately, 
we found the same lack of ready infor- 
mation about previous and even cur- 
rent parishioners, curates, and rectors 
of the parish. 


We fretted about what names to in- 
clude in the history. Who were the 
Prathers, Lockwoods and Fullers of the 
last few decades? We looked around 


during Sunday Services and realized 
that each individual person in the 
church today contributes something 
beyond attending Sunday Services. 
That parishioner's task may be great 
or small, but the apparent love of St. 
John's parish family is real. 


Suffice it to say that every St. John's 
parishioner was and is important. Each 
person's contribution is his gift to God, 
and all of us at St. John's greatly bene- 
fit from each bequest. A lack of avail- 
able records п some cases made us 
mention only people that we had writ- 
ten information about. We found out 
early that remembered information, 
while interesting and instructive, might 
not be totally accurate. 


As Father Moore noted in his final 
words at the 1892 dedication, “ ..the 
earnest work has been given, and the 
noble response is here embodied in 
these walls of stone today ... It is here 
that you will take your inspiration. In 
this your spiritual home, the fire of a 
consecration to God will be passed 
from hand to hand. Here you will find 
the peace which the world cannot give, 
which passeth understanding.” 


Love in Christ, 


Aaron Akins 
Janice Akins 
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Father John Burnette on Sunday records a video of his sermon at St. Patrick’s Church. St. Patricks’ Nicholas Blackburn was also there to help with 


the recording. 


WORSHIP FROM AFAR 


Decatur-area faithful 
spend their Sunday 
worshiping online 


GARRETT KARSTEN 
garrett.karsten@lee.net 

DECATUR - Father John Bur- 
nette hopes to be leading face to 
face services soon, but in light 
of the current COVID-19 pan- 
demic, he’s gone digital. 

"I've done television masses in 
Quincy, but they had a congrega- 
tion in the studio, so it made it a 
ot easier,’ Burnette said, priest 
of the Saint James and Patrick 
Parish in Decatur, who spent 
two years of his career leading 
broadcast services around a de- 
cade ago. 

The priest of nearly 35 years 
began leading weekly Mass ser- 
vices Tuesday, which are avail- 
able to watch online, an initiative 
aken by other Decatur religious 
organizations to prevent the fur- 
ther spread of the COVID -19 vi- 
rus. The parish also posts a daily 
prayer video on Facebook. 

“T never could have imagined 
that,” he said. “Virtual reality 
is just that, virtual, it doesnt 


YOUR TURN 
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Father John Burnette on Sunday records a video of his sermon at St. 
Patrick's Church. The coronavirus restrictions have forced houses of 
worship to rethink how they get the message to the faithful. 


church.” 

Gov. J.B. Pritzker has issued 
a “stay-at-home” order and a 
number of restrictions includ- 
ing no large group gatherings. 
With Sunday marking the sec- 
ond time their congregations 
are not able to gather together, 
Decatur-area churches are con- 
tinuing to stream and upload 
services online. 

Centers for Disease Control 
anid Proventi guidelines en- 


COVID Dominated Decatur E & Review Newspaper Headlir 
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THE SOUND OF SILENCE 2020 - 2021 


sions of services, if possible, in 
order to prevent further spread 
of the COVID-19 virus. Guide 
lines also encourage to keep thd 
organization's staff up-to-dat 
with required technology used t 
stream and record. 

First Christian Church record 
services during the week and up 
loads the final version throug 
Facebook and a streaming plat 
form called Church Online. 
also hosts online prayer rooms t 


THE SOUND OF SILENCE 


2020-2021 


stands on the corner of Church and 

Eldorado in the sleepy rust belt city of 
Decatur, Illinois. At 166 years old, the church has 
seen its share of successes and challenges. This 
time is different, though, as the abruptness of 
the situation is defining. The doors that 
opened each and every Sunday 
for decades, like clockwork, stay 
closed. The pews sit lonely 
and silent. The nave is eerily 
stil. Pandemic has reached 
Decatur, Illinois, and for the 
church, the city, the state, the 
country, and the world, normal 
will never be "normal" again. 


ТЕ historic St. John’s Episcopal Church 


The first wave of the COVID-19 

pandemic caught people by 

surprise. Even though the news had 
mentioned a growing problem, residents in 
Illinois didn't listen until the middle of March 
2020, when it began impacting many of their 


"At 166 Years Old, The Church 
Has Seen Its Share of Successes 
And Challenges." 


families. Seemingly overnight, by national 
orders and state guidelines, everything was 
shuttered. Not only did non-essential stores 
shut their doors, but it appeared that it simply 
wasn't safe to venture out anywhere. Grocery 
stores had bare shelves, many people lost 
their jobs, and most were afraid to 
leave their shelters without masks. 
Emergency rooms were no longer 
places of refuge for sick people, 
as they served as potential 
incubators for the virus. Ill 
and elderly stayed away 
from doctors and medical 
facilities that they once relied 
on. It seemed everything was 
different, more challenging, 
and scarier. For some, they even 
had to self-isolate from their own 
families. 


Citizens could no longer count on anything 
that they had before. People died. The silence 
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of staying home and away from others was 
deafening. Everything was simply over. For 
many, there were no graduation celebrations, 
no birthday parties, no working at the office, 
no eating out, no sports events, no dancing, no 
music, no school, and no social interactions. 


Many churches just stopped, unaware of how to 
move forward without life as it had been. Doors 
were locked. Offices stayed dark. Telephones 
rarely rang. However, the old Gothic church 
standing on Church and Eldorado refused for 
this to be its last act. 


After several months, people began to tire of 
the silence, and St. John's rose to the occasion. 
Little by little, parishioners began to reach out 
with internet solutions and social media for 
teaching, exchanging ideas, working, having 
meetings, and resuming interaction with others 
to make up for the lost time. The church quickly 
began to live stream services and evening 
prayers as widespread closures continued to 
drag on across the nation. 


A noble group of parishioners with a brave 
rector led the way to help people resume and 
improve the church. These people provided the 


litany, the mass, the music, and even outdoor 
communion afterward for their congregation. 
Parish communication expanded with the use 
of social web pages. The organist continued 
to practice and bring his incredible talents to 
the community. The rector, Father Stormer, 
was an ola friend to the parish and gave warm, 
instructive sermons to help people, not just St. 
John's parishioners, but anyone who wished to 
listen in this harrowing time. 


The 1892 church and its Episcopal congregation 
had had been propelled into the 21$ century. It 
provided servicesto faithful parishioners and the 
community in a way that past groups had never 
envisioned as a possibility. With new computers, 
a brand-new webpage, and a dedicated cadre 
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of helpers, a bridge was formed. Many of the 
congregation who were previously unsure of 
their abilities deftly learned to use the Internet to 
regather with their religious community. Some 
people who hadn't attended church in 
years began to feel a part of St. John's 
congregation once more. Regular 
parishioners were happy to 

interact with each other, old 


с 


concern themselves with the rights of all citizens, 
and protests persisted across America. By July 
of 2020, both pandemics were still growing and 
not resolved. The pandemics continued well 

into the winter with an uncertain outcome. 


National political elections and 
events made the recovery 
from the virus even more 


and new. Т challenging. Ву the time that 

Through ItAll, The Red holidays arrived in Decatur in 
After nearly three months, with Sandstone Chureh’s Parish 2020, families were asked to 
the COVID-19 virus slowing Listened, Acted, And remain isolated and postpone 
down а bit, a Тем stores Continued To Soldier Оп...” the usual family gatherings 


began to open again. It was 

looking more positive. But with 

a senseless death reflecting many 

other senseless deaths, yet another 
pandemic was introduced. People all over 

the world, still shaken from the virus, began to 


Glory Of The Risen Lord, 2020 
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that so many cherish. All minds 
continued to focus on a potential 

vaccine that could make the 
pandemic less severe. No doubt, 2020 
year was a year of challenge and difficulty. 


Through it all, the red sandstone church's parish 
listened, acted, and continued to soldier on 
with services and prayers. St. John's Episcopal 
Church's rich and vibrant history has been 
intermingled with the Decatur community since 
1855. The 166-year-old church now had new 
reports to add to the stories that tell who it was 
and who it is. 


The twin pandemics of 2020 and 2021 will be 
added to the stories of love and laughter, 
heartache and sadness, spiritual growth, and 
for some, calls to the priesthood. St. John's 
baptized babies, confirmed children, married 
young people, nurtured families, and, in the 
end, buried loved ones. It has supported young 
men and women as they went off to college 
and to war. Even, and especially now, it has 
reverberated with song and prayer. 


St. John's is more than just a beautiful building 
as the congregation of St. John's has faithfully 
carried out their Christian mission through 
nearly 60 rectors and an unbelievable number 
of community events. It has been blessed with 
many hard-working people who believe in the 
power of Episcopalian traditions and liturgy. 
They have given their best efforts to make St. 
John's a worship home for the community. 


To understand the future and what is yet to | y ' Agar» 
come, one must look to the beginnings and \ VLC: 2o JN 
struggles of people who came before. The limits UE BNE ж 
of these years have shown the parish who they 1 DEDEN Г] ГЕ! 
are and the opportunities they have to help the 
community at large. St. John’s past has been 
that of Worship, Ministry, and Fellowship. It has 
always welcomed all who wished to carry out 
the mission of “Knowing Christ and making Him 
known to others” through these avenues. 


Years of effort from dedicated people have 
made the current church and congregation 
of St. John’s a loving, giving parish. For all of 
the people who have worked so hard, the 
congregation is indebted and thankful It is 
hoped that future historians will record 2021 as 
a year of new beginnings, rather than a year of 
endings for this parish and community. 


The history of the red church in Decatur began 
in 1855, and is a story of a community, as much 
as that of a single church. 
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St. John's Wooden C 


acon County, Illinois, was established in 
M 1829, and several of the 800 residents 

lived close to the small town of Decatur. 
At the time, Decatur consisted of narrow, 
dirt streets with a few homes and 
several little stores. The community's 
boundaries were named after 
the environment the residents 
found in this area. The southern 
boundary was Wood Street, 
which was at the edge of the 
woods. Prairie Street was the 
northern boundary between the 
town and the prairie. The western 
boundary was Church Street, which 
had a few small Protestant meeting 
houses. Water Street was the last eastern 
street between the town and the Sangamon 
River. These four streets made up a small 
four-block area, which was located near the 
southwest corner of today's Central Park. 


By the 1850s, the population of Macon 
County was around 3,998. A bank had been 
established, and the Presbyterian and Roman 
Catholic churches were among the more 
substantial buildings noted at the time. The 
first steam railroads named The Great Western 
(later called the Wabash), and the Illinois 


(( 


“In The Early 1850s, A 
Few Ep iscopalian Families 
Started Meeting At Each 
Other’s Houses.” 


Central Railroad crossed their lines at the 
northeastern edge of town. These beginning 
railroads greatly encouraged agricultural 
and industrial expansion. As a result of 
expanding railroads, the Decatur 
community saw rapid growth as 
more goods were available, and 
more products were able to be 
sold to a broader market. 


The population of Decatur 
continued to grow, and as more 
people came to Decatur, they 
brought their need to worship in 
а church of their denomination. 
Nine separate churches organized in 
Decatur during the period between 1850 
and 1860. 


Local Episcopalians were по different and 
looked forward to beginning their church. In the 
early 1850s, a few Episcopalian families started 
meeting at each other's houses. In time, these 
dedicated people decided to form a church 
regardless ofthe costortime they would need to 
invest. St. John's Church began as a missionary 
station from its organization until January of 
1865 when the Diocesan Committee withdrew 
the missionary stipend. On September 10th, 1855, 
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South East Corner Of Central Park, 1871 


THE ORGANIZING CHARTER 


We whose names are hereunto affixed, deeply sensible of the truth of the Christian religion, and earnestly desirous 


of promoting its holy influence in our own hearts and in those of our families and neighbors, do hereby associate 


ourselves under the name of St. John's Parish in communion with the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United 


States of America, and the Diocese of Illinois, the authority of whose Constitution and Canons we do hereby recognize 


and to whose Liturgy and mode of worship we promise conformity. 


William Prather Emily Luttrell J. M. Richardson 
Cyril Fuller Sarah D. Macy Alexander S. Halbert 
Maria Fuller Elam Rust Chas B. Smythe 

James Simpson M. L. Foote Rust C. H. Fuller 

Sarah Simpson Chas M. Smith M. S. Fuller 


a group petitioned the Bishop of Illinois to form 
the first Protestant Episcopal Parish in Decatur, 
Illinois. St. John's has been the only Episcopal 
Parish to flourish in Decatur to this day. Fifteen 
residents drafted and signed the Articles of 
Organization for the newly founded church, St. 
John's Protestant Episcopal, in Decatur, Illinois. 


The first rector, Stephen R. Child, added, “l 
hereby certify that the above association was 
made under my direction and that it is all in 
accordance with the canon provided for that 
purpose.” William Prather, Clerk of the vestry, 
then witnessed the signing. This document 


(( 


“А Group Petitioned 
The Bishop Of Illinois То 
Form The First Protestant 
Ep iscopal Parish In 


Decatur, Illinois.” 


signified the beginning of St. John’s Protestant 
Episcopal Church in Decatur, Illinois. The first 
vestrymen were Cyril Fuller, William Prather, 
James Simpson, Chas M. Smith, Lowber Burrows, 
Dr. Joseph King, and Sheridan Wait. 


ae utm 


South Park Street East From Water Street, 1871 
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Original St. John’s Charter, 1855 
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The eager Episcopalians gratefully elected 
Father Stephen R. Child, of missionary status, to 
be the first rector. Child and his wife, the former 
Mary Belcher, had a young family and were 
expected to provide energetic leadership to 
the new mission. Born on December 3164, 1819, 
in Bethel, Vermont, Child had been ordained 
at Jubilee College in Brimfield, Illinois, on March 
25th, 1849, by the Right Reverend Philander 
Chase, Bishop of the Diocese of Chicago. Child 
had worked in Warsaw, Illinois, for five years, 
immediately before coming to Decatur, and 
was accustomed to midwestern living. Although 
the Decaturites were happy for new beginnings, 
history indicates that Child was no stranger to 
heartache and turmoil. Earlier in his life, 
while Child was cleaning a gun, it 
accidentally discharged, killing his 
brother-in-law. Child had also 

lost his father, mother, and two 

young children between 1853 


(( 


and useful man, and a faithful, laborious and 
self-sacrificing priest: greatly respected by alll 
who knew him, even by the boys under him 
when at school. He had been for some time 
in rather failing health, and died in the prime 
of life.” 


On November 15th, 1855, the Illinois State 
Chronicle reported Child’s death: “Died, on 
Wednesday evening last, after a short illness, 
the Rev. Mr. Child of this city. Mr. Child had been 
but a few weeks in this place, having moved 
here for the purpose of ministering to the wants 
of the Episcopal Church, but recently organized. 
His demise will be severely felt by the church.” By 
December Ist, 1855, the news had reached 
as far as Chicago. It was worthy of 
inclusion in the Chicago Weekly 
Trioune where the newspaper 
reported that “The Rev. Stephen 

R. Child, who recently [moved] 


and 1854. These sad events “In November 1855, Child to Decatur, as the Rector of a 
must have shaped his future life Held His First And Only newly established Episcopal 
and ministry. | я Church, with fair prospects of 

Service As St. John's establishing a flourishing society, 
His first ministerial experience in Rector.” lately died after a severe illness of 


Decatur was when he addressed the 

Methodist Church around September 

llth, 1855. His official duties began оп 
October 8th, 1855. Child, a tutor by trade, knew 
he would not have an easy task. He was not 
confident that this new church would last, as the 
membership had dropped to around a dozen. 
Additionally, wages could not be assured. 


As it turned out, in November of 1855, Child 
held his first and only service as St. John’s 
rector. Unbelievably, he became gravely ill 
with typhoid fever and quickly passed away. A 
friend of his recounted, “Suffering from a slight 
physical infirmity and deformity, even from his 
childhood or youth, he was yet a most worthy 


COMMUNICATED. 


nearly two months.” 


To say that the church would severely 
feel this loss was quite an understatement, as 
the church was terribly shaken. The members 
had no building of their own, little money to work 
with, and now unbelievably, no rector. Many 
were devastated as they had expected Father 
Child to help them develop the new church. It 
was at this turning point that parishioners first 
realized that the work of the church was indeed 
up to the people, and should not be left solely 
to the rector. This knowledge has always guided 
and served St. John's. 


A most distress ing occurrence took place, in Bethel on the ist inst. Levi Divoll, a oung man, lately married, was accidentally shot with a Rifle 
in the hand of his brother-in-law, Stephen R. Child, while sitting in a chair in the house of his ue Gel, Daniel Child. The young man, 


Stephen, having made several attempts to discharge his Rifle, which was loaded with a ball to shoot at a mark, came into the house, and 
having seated himself opposite his brother-in-law, who, with an awl, attempted to pick the tube in the percussion lock, when the rifle was most 
unexpectedly discharged, and the ball passed through the hip bone and the bowels of the unfortunate young man, and was extracted by the 
surgeon from the opposite side. He expired in about six hours. 


This most distressing accident, is another of the thousand warnings, to be careful not to even point the muzzle of a loaded gun towards any person. 


The Vermont Mercury Woodstock. December 10, 1841. 
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Child’s death would be the first of many 
hardships resulting from short tenures of early 
rectors. Most of the rectors of the late 1800s 
stayed less than two years, which made it 
challenging to develop parish consistency. 
Priests left for a variety of reasons, but the most 


Bishop Philander Chase, 1848 


common was the church's struggling financial 
condition. This predicament prevailed for many 
years, and invariably short finances meant the 
rector's salaries were often affected. 


Thankfully, despite early struggles, St. John's has 
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been privileged to have had many excellent 
rectors who brought their gifts and talents to the 
church. Parishioners have always been able to 
adapt and utilize the particular expertise that the 
current rector possessed. As in all relationships, 
some matches have been better than others, 
but all of the rectors have had strong visions 
they wanted to attain. While few completed all of 
their goals, each worked diligently, regardless of 
the time they stayed at St. John’s. Early turnover 
could have placed the future of the church in 
great jeopardy. Fortunately, several parishioners 
still had enough motivation to keep the church 
afloat during the worst of circumstances. 


One of the most dedicated, early parishioners 
was Mr. Lowber Burrows. Over time, Burrows 
would grow into a local stalwart in Decatur 
religion, banking, politics, and community affairs. 
During the first half-century of St. John’s, he and 
his family were enthusiastic supporters. Burrows 
and his family lived at 271 West North Street until 
he died in 1910. Burrows shared this house with 
his wife, the former Mary Lavinia (sometimes 
spelled Lavina) Bering, and children Ida, Lucien, 
Maude, James, and Belle. The congregation held 


Notes From Rector William L. Bostwick, 


This interesting portion of the great harvest 
field remained vacant after the death of the 
late lamented rector, Rev. S. R. Child, until 
last Easter. Оп that day, beginning regular 
church services here again, a humble school 
room proved our best accommodation. 
The congregation assembling therein for 
sometime scarcely averaged twenty-five 
persons. We now use a “large upper room,” 
comfortably seated and fitted up. The 
present attendance, chiefly adults, is about 
sixty persons, A.M. and thirty, P.M. 


The success of the Sunday school, 
commenced in June with seven scholars, is 
no longer considered doubtful. 


many vestry meetings and important church 
events at his home. Nearly all of the flowers and 
palms used for special services were grown in 
his greenhouse. The hospitality and devotion 
of the Burrows family to St. John's and the 
Episcopal Church were well-known throughout 
the community and diocese. 


Another influential parishioner was William 
Prather, a county judge from 1850 to 1856. Born 
in Maryland, he brought much knowledge about 
the Episcopal Church liturgy with him. A stained 
glass window in the 1858 wooden church 
recognized his efforts. Also, for over fifty years, 
his portrait hung in the bell tower entrance in 
the stone church. 


Under the direction of dedicated parishioners 
such as these two men and their families, the 
congregation continued to meet regularly. 
Not having enough resources to think about 
constructing a church building of their own, 
they initially rented meeting space at the old 
Masonic Lodge located on the northwest corner 
of Lincoln Square. The Episcopalians were able 
to use the facility because William Prather was 


1857 


We have been favored with a valuable 
present of a Bible, prayer book and cushion, 
for the lectern, as well as a fine gift of Sunday 
school books from the infant class, Church 
of the Holy Trinity, Brooklyn, New York... 


Seven denominations have the start of our 
church here, in that their houses of worship 
are already erected and used. Others also, 
having none of their own as yet, nevertheless 
holding regular meetings, divide the field still 
more. 


We trust, however, that the Church with her 
order and beauty of holiness, may yet shine 
among them, as a city set on a hill, or as a 
light in its candlestick, giving light unto all. 
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a charter member of the Masonic Lodge. Other 
church groups shared this same location, and 
since St. John’s was the newest group, limited 
worship times were available. The Episcopalians’ 
assigned worship time was 1:00 P.M. 
Although they were thankful to have 

a place to meet, parishioners 
found the room inconvenient, as 

it was a schoolroom during the 


The equipment for the services was truly 
inadequate for a traditional Episcopalian Mass. 
No organ existed, no choir was available, and 
even prayer books were scarce. When chants 
and hymns were sung, someone had 
to be daring enough to start them. 
This person was appointed the 
"Pitcher This helper announced 

the name of the tune, as well as 


week. The furniture consisted of The цш! the number of the hymn, and 
desks and benches that were For The Services Was sounded four distinct tones to 
uncomfortable to sit in as they Truly Inadequate ForA help the congregation keep on 


were too small for most adults. 
Additionally, the furniture was 
attached to the floor, only leaving 
space in the aisles to stand or kneel. 


Traditional Ep iscopalian 
Mass.” 


pitch. The “Pitcher” was a part 

of Sunday church life, and the 
people of St. John’s were happy to 
have any music. This situation was 
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only noticeable when visitors from the East 
were present who were accustomed to a more 
elegant musical style. 


On April 13th, 1857, Father William Lewis 
Bostwick became the second rector 

of St. John’s. Contemporaries of 
Bostwick related that he was 

“a diligent student, а faithful 
pastor, and priest; a man of 

keen intellect and fine artistic 
taste.” 


Bostwick was born on December 

20th, 1830, іп Hammondsport, New 

York. He was a second-generation 
clergyman as his father, William Warner 
Bostwick, was also in the ministry and served for 
approximately two decades until his death in 
1845. Father William L. Bostwick graduated from 
Trinity College in 1851 and was also a graduate 
of Berkley Divinity School. His first ministry was 
in Newton, Illinois. In July of 1855, he married 
Susan Maria Smith. Their union would eventually 
include many children and grandchildren. 


When he arrived in Decatur, St. John's services 
were still being held in the rented Masonic room 
with all of its inconveniences. Father Bostwick 
and the congregation often started late if the 
group ahead of them had a longer service than 
planned. When this happened, they could only 
wait patiently in the hallway. At least one time, 
the problem of sharing this room was made 
apparent. A long-winded preacher went well 
past 1:00 P.M, and no end was in sight. The vested 
Father Bostwick, hoping to encourage the other 
group to finish, quietly slipped into a corner 
of the room. Realizing that the Episcopalians 
were becoming impatient, the other minister 
slammed his hand on the cushion supporting 
the Bible and bellowed, "Now come on with 
your preacher" This outburst made a lasting 
unfavorable impression on the usually reserved 
Episcopalians and was remembered and 
recounted for many years afterward. 


Decatur boasted а total population of 
3,650 in January 1857. St John's services 
and attendance had slowly improved. The 


(( 


“On April 13th, 1857, 
Father William Lewis 
Bostwick Became The of the 
Second Rector Of St. 
John's.” 


Episcopalians had received the gift of a Bible, 
Prayer Book, and cushion for the lectern. The 
Bishop also noted in his yearly log that they 
had received Sunday school books and 
$10.00 from New York. A Melodeon 
was acquired, and the "Pitcher" 
retired. Father Bostwick remarked, 
"Our Melodeon, purchased 
by a few zealous individuals, 
proves very serviceable...” One 
“zealous individuals" 
was probably Lowber Burrows. 
Burrows appears to have had a 
hand in the acquisition of St. John's 
first three pipe organs throughout 
the years. 


Later that same year, St. John's had its first 
confirmand. Bishop Whitehouse, Bishop of 
the Diocese of Illinois, came from Chicago to 
confirm David Cummins Lockwood. 


A large crowd was expected for this 1857 
confirmation as few people had ever seen an 
Episcopal Bishop fully vested. The congregation 
held the service in the new Methodist Church, 
and the event, as expected, drew an unusually 
large gathering and notice from the newspaper. 


Rev. William Lewis Bostwick, Circa 1860s 
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St. John’s now had twenty-two communicants, 
and services moved to the third floor over 
Fenton's store. This room was much better 
suited for the small congregation as it was 
furnished with benches and a communion 
rail. Here the second confirmations were held, 
and the parishioners began thinking about 
building a new church that would be their own. 
In the “December 1857 Parochial Report,” Father 
Bostwick reflects, “The present attendance, 
chiefly adults, is about sixty persons, А.М, and 
thirty, P.M.” Indeed, the small parish sustained 
and strengthened the vision that the original 
founders of St. John’s had laid out for them. 


During the 1850s, St. John’s was one of several 
small Episcopal churches forming in the area. 
Father Bostwick later boasted: 


In addition to the regular duties at St. John’s, 
Decatur, | have held service fortnightly 
[every two weeks] at Clinton, 
DeWitt County, and at Bement, 

Piatt County. At both these 


(( 


church without pew rent. Bostwick planned to 
rely on weekly offerings for his salary, as he had 
already done for the past five months. 


A lot on the northwest corner of North Water 
near Eldorado Street was selected and then 
purchased for $500. On April 5th, 1858, the vestry 
approved plans for the new building. The layout 
was derived from a book of building designs 
written by Mr. Richard Upjohn titled Rural 
Architecture. St. John’s parishioners joined other 
Episcopalians from the East whose buildings had 
spread Richard Upjohn's “Gothic Revival" style 
throughout the United States. Upjohn's book, 
Rural Architecture, gave communities complete 
plans to produce churches with outside gable 
crosses, pointed arched windows, and a bell 
tower, if so desired. Because local carpenters 
were usually employed, the churches were 
nicknamed "Carpenter Gothic." Upjohn's book 
gave probable costs, complete plans for 
constructing, and even serviceable 
church furniture blueprints. 


places there are several И The small building design chosen 
Church families, and the In 1858, The for St. John’s was described as 
attendance upon the service Congregation Decided simple and non-intrusive with 
has been excellent. Had І То Buy A Lot And Build sharply geometric forms. It was 
two Deacons, | could find to be a wooden Gothic church, 
them full employment. | am A Church That Would 24 by 57 feet, with an open roof 
the only clergyman in five Cost No Less Than and designed for a recessed 
counties. What a wide field for $1,500." chancel. 
the church! A | 
The first St. John's church, a small 
Father Bostwick's enthusiasm was board-and-batten wooden structure, 


contagious. In 1858, the congregation decided to 
buy a lot and build a church that would cost no 
less than $1500. For such a small congregation, 
this was an ambitious project. Bostwick related the 
parishioners’ doubts in the 1858 Parochial Report: 


Before Easter returned, many thought we 
could not go on. Instead however of giving 
up the Lord's work because the help of men 
was failing, those who had faith, relying on 
His aid encouraged one another. And while 
the sheep have still been guided, and the 
lambs gathered and fed, a fold has been 
made nearly ready for them. 


St.John’s parish family rallied,andthe committee 
appointed to solicit subscriptions soon reported 
that around $1,300 of the proposed $1,500 had 
been promised. Unusual for Episcopalians of 
that day, the new building was to be a “free” 
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was very representative of the mid-1800s. Board 
and batten siding was a way to apply lumber 
by nailing larger pieces vertically and then 
to cover the seams of the two larger boards 
with a very narrow board. The technique gave 
a unique appearance to the building while 
protecting from outside weather such as rain 
or snow. Unlike many of Upjohn’s churches, St. 
John's lacked funds for constructing a steeple. 


Rev. Henry J. Whitehouse, Bishop of the Illinois 
Diocese, dedicated the neat, frame building in 
the fall of 1858. After the Bishop's visit in 1859, he 
noted that: 


[The new church] is not yet finished, though, 
with the temporary benches, it is convenient 
for worship. It is from a plan of Mr. Upjohn, in his 
Rural Architecture and a praiseworthy offering. 


THE STORY OF DECATUR 
By E. В. Hitchcock 


POLISHED MANNERS MARKED HIM. 


Lowber Burrows Made Immediate 
Impression When He Came to Clerk and 
Keep Books in 1852. 


"Say, Lobe, you just can't wear these lavender 
pants and that tall hat around here, even if 
it is Sunday,” expostulated Jasper Peddecord 
with Lowber Burrows, in 1852. “It won't do. 
Folks will think you're puttin’ on airs, and 
they won't like you. If you want to look as 
though you belonged in Decatur, you've got 
to wear blue jeans, stuck in your boots, a soft 
shirt and a slouch hat. Now you mind what 
1 say.” 

Jasper Peddecord was in earnest. He thought 
the young Philadelphian whom he had 
brought from the east to help him with his 
store would hurt business, by wearing “dude 
clothes.” 


Lowber Burrows just laughed and declined 
to modify his apparel in order to curry favor 
with Decatur people. But he never felt that 
he lost any customers or failed to hold any 
friends by dressing neatly and carefully in 
the latest style. He was known in Decatur as 
a perfect gentleman, who made it a point to 
look his best at all times, and to be polished 
in his manners toward every one he met. He 
was always faultlessly dressed. 


BUT LITTLE SCHOOLING. 


Lowber Burrows was the son of John Westle 
and Maria Lowber Burrows of Philadelphia. 
His father had died when he was fourteen 
years old and that ended his schooling. He 
went to work marking boxes for Barcroft, 
Beaver & Co., big Philadelphia importers of 
woolens and linens. 


The boy had developed a fine penmanship 
and his marking of the boxes was satisfactory 
to his employers. But he was always hanging 
around the office in his spare time and 
interested in the keeping of the company’s 
books. Finally he got a job as bookkeeper for 
the same firm. 


HIS INTEREST GREW. 


Jasper Peddecord was running a general 
store in Decatur, Illinois, and went east for 
some of his higher class of supplies. He was 
a customer of Barcroft, Beaver & Co. There 
he met young Lowber Burrows, and talked 
to him about Decatur and its opportunities 
for an ambitious youth. He kept up those 


talks during several of his annual trips to 
Philadelphia. At last, Lowber Burrows began 
to show interest. 


The reason was that Lowber Burrows wanted 
to marry Mary Lavinia Bering, the daughter 
of James and Unity Clementina Bering of 
Philadelphia, but that young woman's father 
had told the suitor that he could not have his 
daughter in marriage until he had set up in 
business for ee 


HE WAS DIFFERENT. 


From the day he arrived in Decatur in 1852, 
Lowber Burrows was marked as different 
from most mid westerners. He had never 
been west before, and he was unmistakably 
eastern in dress, manners and speech. He 
had some trouble with the speech of the 
villagers. For instance, he had to ask Jasper 
Peddecord what was wanted when a raw- 
boned farmer came in and said he wanted 
to get a “pair о’ galluses.” But, his friendly 
employer threw back the young clerk's 
carefully buttoned coat and snapped his 
suspenders, with a chuckle and the customer 
was soon satisfied. 


Because he had a sweetheart and a mother 
back east, Jasper Peddecord let Lowber 
Burrows go east each year to stock up with 
goods. Also he was in less than a year a 
partner in the store. 


BROUGHT BACK BRIDE. 


When Lowber Burrows was just past his 
twenty-first birthday hewent to Philadelphia 
to buy goods, and from that trip he brought 
back with him not only stock for the store, 
but a bride. He and Mary Lavinia Bering 
had been married March 14th, 1854, in 
Philadelphia. They came by train as far 
as Springfield on the Chicago and Alton 
railroad. They changed at Springfield and 
rode as far as Wyckles on the great Western 
railway road. That was as far as the line now 
known as the Wabash had been laid. From 
Wyckles they came by stage into Decatur. 


BUILT FINE HOME. 


When this young couple first arrived in 
Decatur they stopped y a short time with 
Mr. and Mrs. Peddecord in their house over 
on North Franklin street. Then they boarded 
with Jim Lakes on North Water street until 
their house was ready at 271 West North 
street. That was a small frame building 
which was moved away after the present 
brick residence at that same location was 


finished, along about 1868. 
All of the Burrow’s children were born at 271 


West North street, and when Mr. And Mrs. 
Burrows celebrated their golden wedding 
anniversary there in 1904, their five children 
and five grandchildren were all present, 
there never having been a death in the 


family. 
RAN PRIVATE BANK. 


Not long after Lowber Burrows came to 
Decatur, the necessity for a safe developed, 
in which to keep the funds of the customers 
and friends of the store. That has been told 
in an earlier chapter concerning Jasper 
Peddecord. When Mx. Peddecord died in 
1899, the private banking business was 
changed to the name L. Burrows & Co., and 
Mr. Burrows was head of that institution 
until his death, Oct. 16th 1010. 


The importance of the national and state 
bank idea early impressed Mr. Burrows, but 
he never saw fit to change the nature of his 
institution. Before his death he had called 
in many of the loans which he had made 
for friends back east over many years, and 
returned their monies to them, explaining 
that he thought he might relieve them from 
the embarrassment of preferring to have 
their money invested in banks supervised 
by the state or national government. In line 
with this idea, the private bank of L. Burrows 
& Co. was merged with the First National 
Bank of Decatur two years after Lowber 
Burrows’ death. 


FLOWERS AND MUSIC. 


Besides his interests in figures and finance, 
Mr. Burrows was noted for his love of flowers 
and his passion for music. He was president 
of the Decatur Musical Union, which had 
its inception in the Christmas festival for 
soldiers’ children and was organized in 1861. 
For more than 20 years this organization 
was the chief source of revenue for Decatur 
charities. Mr. Burrows’ conservatory and 
greenhouse at the rear of his residence was 
the only one of its kind in this part of the 
country for many years, and there he spent 
much of his time, growing rare and beautiful 
flowers which he distributed among his 
friends with gracious thoughtfulness. 


St. John’s Episcopal Church, which was 
formed in 1855, numbered among its ist 
communicants Mr. and Mrs. Burrows, and 
they were always active and important in its 
work. Mrs. Burrows died Jan. 8,1908, leaving 
these children: J. Bering Burrows, Maude 1. 
Burrows, now living in Decatur; Mrs. W. 
W. Daniel of Columbus, Ohio; Mrs. Walter 
Strange of Minneapolis, since dead. Lucien 
L. Burrows, the oldest son, died in 1905. 


Father Bostwick was pleasantly surprised by 
cash donations from various friends who lived 
іп Springfield, Illinois, and Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. In addition, the entire 
freight bill of the lumber for the 
church, from Chicago and 
elsewhere, equal to $157.18, was 
covered by the Illinois Central 
Railroad. These donations 
enabled the vestry to build a 
much greater edifice than initially 
proposed. The final cost would be 
approximately $3,000. 


Soon, other gifts began arriving for 

the new church. For example, St. Mark's 
Episcopal Church in New Britain, Connecticut, 
presented Eucharistic vessels. Also, the Prayer 
Book and Tract Society of New York gave thirty 
Prayer Books. Contributions to the new church 
even allowed the beginning of a parish library 
consisting of forty books. 


The building project did not occur without some 
differences of opinion for the parish. Controversy 
soon surrounded the new construction. The church 
plans, as adopted by the building committee, 
called for a cross on each gable of the roof. 
At least one member of the vestry overlooked 
this detail. He then voiced objections to the 
proposed plan. His background led him to 
believe that such. symbols were "Romish." 
Despite reservations, plans progressed, and the 
crosses were placed on each gable where they 
remained for many years to come. It appears 
these were some of the first Christian crosses 
ever to be put up in Decatur on the exterior of 
a building. Later, many other churches followed 
suit and used crosses on their churches on an 
even larger scale. 


St John’s parish family seemed set on 
celebrating their liturgy as they had 
remembered from "out East." The Episcopalians 
surprised the community in 1858 when they 
celebrated Christmas as a Holy Day for the 
first time by any religious body in Decatur. 
Many members of other churches called this 
a “Popish custom.” That year also marked the 
first time a Christmas tree had been placed 
in a public area when the congregation set 
up a children's Christmas tree in the nave. The 
custom of decorating the church at Christmas 
with evergreens, and at Easter with flowers, was 
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“Controversy Soon 
Surrounded The New 
Construction.” 


introduced. It appears that other contemporary 
churches soon copied both traditions. 


Unlike many Episcopal churches at 

this time, St. John's decided against 

having pew rental when planning 

the new church. However, once 

in the new church, the topic of 

renting pews again arose due 

to financial challenges. Finally, 

the vestry passed a motion to 

buy seats and then rent them 

to the parishioners to help pay 

off the church debt. The vestry 

resolved to rent their new walnut 

pews for $5 a year. Bishop Whitehouse 

visited in November and logged these 
thoughts: 


| found [St. John's] in its usual order; the Church 
building much improved by permanent black 
walnut seats: and the self-denying rector 
with salary reduced by the pressure of times, 
determined to 'abide' with them. The evening 
was passed in instructing a French family 
desirous of coming to the Holy Communion. 


The Christmas Tree by Winslow Homer, 1858 


Unfortunately, just after his second year, Father 
Bostwick left in 1859. Bostwick felt so strongly 
about his “free church” enterprise that 
when the vestry decided to rent the 
new pews, he felt compelled to 
resign. He continued his ministry 

in Cairo and Jonesboro, Illinois. 


His contributions to the new 
parish had been astounding. 


(( 


“The Building Expenses Of 


Father Wright came to St. John's, his wife, Susan, 
bought a baptismal font for twenty-five dollars 
and placed it in the back of the church. 
Many parishioners were thankful, 
and this gracious deed was 
remembered for years afterward. 


Through the efforts of several 
parishioners, the church was 
wholly decorated, including 


As а result of his able TheNew Church Had Taxed placing six evergreen trees in 
leadership, St. John's now the yard. The tiny parish then 
interacted with the community The Resources Of The Small began thinking about trying to 
as a true worship center since Congregation.” secure an adjoining lot to build 
they had a church building and a rectory. 

resources with which to worship. Although St. John’s was going 
Father Bostwick noted in the parochial through financial difficulties, Беу. 


report for 1859 that: 


Want of unity in the parish on the subject of 
free seats--not want of faith in the system 
itself--compelled me to abandon a greatly 
cherished project, and a charge hitherto 
deeply interesting to me. 


The building expenses of the new church had 
taxed the resources of the small congregation. 
When Bostwick departed, he estimated that 
the entire cost of the lot and church would be 
somewhere around $2,750. He felt about $1,000 
more would be required to finish the building. 


The concerns of the parish were passed on to 
а new leader. In 1859, Edward Purdon Wright, 
a native of England, became the rector of St. 
John's. He was born in Lincolnshire, England, a 
son of Rev. Robert and Elizabeth (Purdon) Wright. 
His father had been a minister of the Church of 
England. He came to the United States in 1846. 
Dr. Wright was educated at Trinity College, 
Dublin, Ireland, and in 1853 graduated from 
Burlington College in New Jersey. He had been 
ordained in 1852 and began his ministry in New 
Jersey. He had been in charge of churches in 
New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Illinois. 


He arrived as St. John's was still attempting to pay 
off the new wooden church. In November 1859, 
the church ladies were strongly encouraged to 
have a supper to offset the remaining debt of 
the church lot. This event symbolically marks the 
beginning of St. John's women’s tireless efforts to 
help the church throughout its history. Women 
often assessed the needs of the tiny church and 
supported St. John's as they could. Soon after 


Wright once wrote that he was always paid 
in advance, which was commendable. Even 
so, Dr. Wright left St. John's soon after in June of 
1860. He then took charge of the Christ Church 
of Waukegan, Illinois. Later in 1880, he was 
appointed Chaplain of the Soldiers’ Home in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and served in that position 
for over twenty years. Dr. Wright's duties at the 


Rev. Edward Purdon Wright, 1890 
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home were comforting the sick, preaching, and 
conducting the funeral ceremonies over the 
departed. He buried nearly 1,600 soldiers during 
his time at the Milwaukee Soldiers’ Home. 


St. John’s was better for his tenure. Through Dr. 
Wright's leadership and the small parish's efforts, 
the wooden church building was finally paid off. 


The year 1860 brought many challenges to St. 
John's. The most controversial topic was the 
ongoing debate on whether or not pews should 
be rented. With continuing financial woes, St. 
John's vestry began renting pews again for 
$10. The money raised was used for 

the rector's salary and other church 

expenses. Nonetheless, the general 

feeling of most church members 

was that renting pews was not 

needed. After a trial of the rented 


(( 


In August of 1860, Father William Moore Steel 
was called to be rector of St. John’s. Father 
Steel was a native of Virginia and was a second 
generation pastor. 


The new sanctuary was officially consecrated 
after the mortgage was paid in late 1860. This 
was in accordance with Episcopal Church Board 
rules. Vestryman Lowber Burrows recounted this 
momentous occasion in St. John’s 1899 History. 


It was a wintry day in January 186], when the 
wardens and vestry met Bishop Whitehouse, 
then the guest of Judge Prather to transport 
him to the church for its consecration. 

A long struggle had enabled the 
Vestry to pay off the indebtedness 
contracted by the building 
committee in November, 1860, 
and it was a joyous day for the 


pew system for two years, it was -бо Ended One Of The little band, when the Bishop met 
unanimously resolved by the Happiest Days St. John’s with them to consecrate the 
vestry to return to free pews. Parish Had Ever Seen.” result of their efforts. 


Families could still select the pew 
that they liked and furnish them as 
they pleased, as long as they did not 
exclude others. 


Rev. William Moore Steel, Undated 


20 THE EARLY YEARS 1855-1862 
A, 


Scarcely no event in the history 

of the Parish since has brought 

more real joy and satisfaction to 

the members than did the service of 
consecration on that stormy day. 


It was fearfully cold, but the blinding snow 
storm through which that little procession 
moved up Water street, was robbed of all its 
terrors by the consciousness that the end of 
the journey was to witness the fruition of one 
of their dearest hopes. 


In the evening, instead of a service at the 
church, the members of the Parish were 
invited to meet the Bishop at Judge Prather's 
(home), and a large number were present. At 
a suitable time, the Bishop gave them one of 
his charming talks, and so ended one of the 
happiest days St. John's Parish had ever seen. 


Bishop Whitehouse's visitation log suggested that 
the consecration was held on December 19th, 1860. 
His notes are as such: 


I consecrated St. John's Church.. The Instrument 
of Donation was read by Lowber Burrows Esq, 
and the sermon preached by myself. It was a 
stormy day, which prevented the attendance 
of several clergymen who were expected 
and a portion of the congregation: but the 
dedication finished a work which has called 


forth exemplary effort and sacrifice to carry 
through the construction. The congregation 
is united and growing under the effective 
charge of Father William Steel. 


Two other important issues, the possibility of a 
school and the acquisition of a new organ, also 
surfaced in 1861 for the six-year-old church. 


In 1861, Father William Moore Steel proudly 
reported that "since | took charge..last August, 
we have ..purchased and paid for an organ.” 
George F. Wessels was the agent for the 
purchase of this pipe organ. He was Musical 
Director of the Decatur Musical Union, of which 
Lowber Burrows was also a member. Wessels 
was the first to play St. John's new organ, as 
well as its successors at the local Methodist, 
Presbyterian, and Baptist churches. 


Starting in 1861, St. John's vestry discussed the 
idea of opening a male and female school 
to be known as "The Decatur Seminary." In 
December, St. John's decided to rent a three- 
story building for this school. 


The success of the fledgling school would 
have to fall on new leadership as Father Steel 
resigned in 1863. Later that year, he took charge 
of Christ Church, Tremont, Illinois, and St. Paul's 
in Pekin. He spent the rest of his life in Central 


Illinois and later died in Normal. He was buried 
in Bloomington, Illinois, in 1897. 


Rev. William Moore Steel, Undated 


THE EARLY YEARS 1855-1862 21 


Drawings Of Typical Upjohn Structures, 1975 


Architect Richard Upjohn, Undated The Cover Of Upjohn’s Famous Book, Rural Architecture, 1852 


CHRISTIAN 267 NIGHTHOOD, 2 
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DAILY REVIEW POWER PRINTING HOUSE, 
DECATUR, ILLINOIS. 


Easter Sermon by Rev. Walter H. Moore, Undated 


he Rev. Silas Totten was a brief yet 
IE figure in St. John's history. He 

was born in Schoharie County, New York, 
іп 1804. Не graduated from Union College іп 
1830 and was ordained by Bishop Thomas 
Brownell in the Diocese Of The Episcopal 
Church іп Connecticut. In 1833, he married 
Магу Isham. Rev. Totten was а natural teacher 
and educator. He was elected president of 
Washington (later Trinity) College, a post he 
held for four years. 


Rev. Totten was no stranger to Bishop of Illinois, 
Philander Chase, helping him to found Jubilee 
College, where multiple St. John's rectors 
studied. He next taught at 
Wiliam and Mary College in 
Virginia. He would leave that 
position to take on arguably 
his most important role, 
President of the University 
Of lowa, from 1859-1862. 
During his presidency at the 
University, he also served as 
the rector of Trinity Parish in 
lowa City, lowa. 


The position at the University 
of lowa would prove to be 
highly challenging and set up 
his transition to St. John's. 


When Silas Totten arrived at 

the University as only its second president, the 
future of the University was in doubt. Nearly a 
half-dozen challenges could have proven to be 
its undoing. From lack of resources financially to 
educating during the Civil War, problems were 
all around him. The University had not been 
operating for approximately two years when 
he arrived. The new president immediately 
begin planning, even addressing the lowa 
Legislature about proposals for the University. 
On September 19th, 1860, classes resumed with 
only nine students in attendance, including one 
of his sons, Richard Totten. Though the elder 
Totten was enabling education to commence, 
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the teaching was staged in front of the 
continuing and worsening backdrop of the 
Civil War, where tensions ran high. Although the 
Totten family was living in Ilowa with a strong 
Northern affiliation, they were originally from 
Virginia, which made his family suspect. This 
discordance made it impossible for Rev. Totten 
to stay at the University. 


A journal article, Suspicion of Disloyalty: Silas 
Totten, Beleaguered University President, 1859- 
1862, authored by Anne Beiser Allen at the 
University of lowa shares details of the dangers 
and struggles that the Totten family faced in 
lowa City during this tumultuous time: 


..Richard Totten was regarded 
with suspicion by those who 
felt that every able-bodied 


lowa youth ought to be 
bearing arms. 
On an evening іп early 


August 1862, a rally was held 
at University Square (now 
known as the Pentacrest), 
at which speeches were 
made by such prominent 
figures as Governor Samuel 
Kirkwood, standard-bearer of 
the lowa Republican party. Іп 
his memoirs, Totten recounts 
that a few days later when 
Richard was downtown, he was asked if he 
intended to enlist, and when the young man 
gave an evasive answer, the rumor spread 
that he had said “only a d—d fool would 
enlist." 


The town marshal advised him to slip quietly 
away from the business district, but after he 
did so, a crowd of drunken revelers went to 
his home to look for him. 


In a letter, sixteen-year-old Mary Totten 
describes what happened next It was a 
moonlight evening [and] my sister and | 
sat down in the parlor... about ten o'clock, 


Alfred [Totten’s younger son, then fourteen] 
came running т from the gate, and locking 
the door behind him called for a light. He 
then loaded his guns and meanwhile told 
us that there was a mob approaching the 
house coming after Richard. 


R. had gone away and had escaped them, 
but they not knowing it, were running 
toward the house with frightful shouts, drunk 
evidently, and drink-crazy — suddenly they 
stopped — when within about twenty feet of 
the gate — for the space of fifteen or twenty 
minutes they remained standing there, 
occasionally surging about as if about to 
press on anew. 


As near as 1 could judge, peeping through 
the blinds, there were about two hundred at 
the least. We were much frightened. Sister, 
who had been sick most of the day, was 


Old Capitol, University of lowa, 1853 


seized with a nervous trembling, which she 
could not control... Апа now аз I looked from 
the window the crowd with shouts and cries 
of a different nature was pouring off towards 
the town, leaving behind them my Mother, of 
whose presence among them we had not 
before been aware... We ran out to her and .. 
obtained [the following] account. 


.. Richard had found [Mother] and Father 
at a friend's and on telling them in what а 
situation he was the three started for home. 
They reached the outer gate just as the mob 
was coming... Sending the others back, my 
Mother came on alone. Stepping in front of 
the crowd, she said, waving her hand, 'Stop 
here! Come no farther! What is your business 
here. What do you want?' The foremost, a 
burly looking Irishman with а large hammer 
in his hand, replied with an oath, ‘We're 
lookun' for a secessionist, one Totten.’ ‘There 
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Original Resignation Letter Of Silas Totten, 1862 


RESIGNATION OF SILAS TOTTEN 
To The Board of Trustees of the State University of lowa 


Gentlemen, 


It appears that the condition of the funds of the University is 
sul that it becomes necessary to reduce its expenditures. For 
this reason and for private reasons not necessary to mention 
here, | hereby tender to the Board of Trustees my resignation of 
the office of President of the State University of lowa. 


Gentleman with great respect 
Your Obedient Servant 

Silas Totten 

lowa City, August 23, 1862 


Reproduction Of Silas Totten Resignation Letter, 1862 


Rev. Silas Totten came to St. John’s in 1863, 
and joined the church in the midst of several 
ongoing projects, including the establishment 
of the “Female Church School” - later known as 
the Decatur Seminary. Under his predecessor, 
the school had been chartered and building 
purchased. 


Also in 1863, the vestry again thought about 
raising revenue by renting pews. This time, 
however, the idea was proposed to the entire 
congregation. Strong opinions were voiced at a 
special meeting on Oct. 24th, 1864. Here, “pew 
renters" were in the minority. The congregation 
had the vestry declare by a formal resolution 
that "the seats of this church are free from 
all claims thereon by reason of priority of 
occupation, and to cause it to be made known 
at the morning and evening service, for the 
following three Sundays from this date, 
that all the seats in this church are 
free." The vestry of St. John's has 
never again raised this topic. 


Despite ongoing church 
functions, the effects of the Civil 
War were still on the minds of 


(( 


“Lowber Burrows Was 
The First Person In Decatur To 
Receive The News Via Telegraph, 


if someone would write a true history of 
one of these struggling parishes giving an 
account of all its struggles and quarrels 
just as they occurred. Truth would seem 
stranger than fiction. 


Silas Totten resigned in 1866. He had guided 
St John's through turbulent times locally 
and nationally. Despite Totten's educational 
background, diligent planning, and help from 
his well-educated daughters, the Decatur 
Seminary was only in operation a few years. 
Rev. Totten and his family moved to Lexington, 
Kentucky, where he served as a missionary at 
large and opened another school for young 
women. He spent the rest of his life teaching 
and died in 1873. Anne Beiser Allen wrote that he: 


Was a man whose fate it was to never 
be properly appreciated for the 
diligence and capabilities he 
brought to the positions he 
held-a fact of which he was 
himself all too aware. His 
memoirs, written with a 
clear eye for detail and 
for the unexpected humor 


many throughout the nation. On And He Announced The sometimes to be found т a 
April 17th, 1865, the congregation Assassination [Of Abraham situation, are filled also with 
had an evening meeting of the Lincoln] To A Horrified the bitter complaints of one 
parish scheduled. However, two Crowd In Central who time and again found his 
days before the meeting, President Park.” best efforts rejected by those 


Abraham Lincoln was assassinated in 
Washington, D.C. Lowber Burrows was the 

first person in Decatur to receive the news via 
telegraph, and he announced the assassination 
to a horrified crowd in Central Park. As a result, the 
meeting was rescheduled. 


Rev. Totten continued to provide focus for St. 
John’s through this difficult time. Only seven years 
after the wooden structure had been built, the 
vestry decided to paint the church in 1865 with $93 
raised from the vestrymen. This update was the 
first planned renovation of the new church. 


Times were hard for many early churches. In 
1866, when he was requested to document the 
history of St. John’s, Rev. Totten finished a short 
history with this pondering: 


It would be both interesting and instructive 


who he tried to serve. 


St. John's was without a rector due to 
the resignation of Silas Totten from September 
of 1866 through April of 1867 when Rev. Samuel 
Decatur Pulford took the helm as rector. 
Unfortunately, it was a common occurrence in 
the early days of the parish that the rectorship 
would be vacated for an extended period of 
time due to a multitude of reasons. During these 
periods, laymen would often continue providing 
services to the community. 


Rev. Pulford was well known in the Episcopal 
community for being an excellent scholar 
and very adept at linguistics. He had recently 
served in the Illinois towns of Lockport, Joliet, 
and Woodstock, and Goshen, Indiana, before 
his call to St. John's. He attended Jubilee 
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LINCOLN ASLEEP WHEN NAMED FOR PRESIDENT 


FRIENDS FOUND HIM IN REAR OF JEWELRY STORE ON DAY OF CONVENTION, SAYS LOWBER BURROWS, 
RECALLING THE SPRINGFIELD LAWYER AND FUTURE ЕМАМСТРАТОК. 


^| can't say that 1 knew Mr. Lincoln intimately,” 
says Lowber Burrows, “and yet 1 knew him 
quite well. 1 met him first at the tavern when 
he was here attending court probably in 1852. 
The tavern, afterward known as the Revere 
House, was then known as the Macon House. 
The name, Revere was adopted by а тап 
named Elliott, and was the name of the then 
famous hotel of Boston. The exact time that | 
met Mr. Lincoln first 1 can't recall. There was 
nothing special in the meeting. He made the 
tavern his headquarters when in the city and 
1 boarded there. 


It was concerning the landlord of the old 
Macon House that Lincoln told his famous 
slow man story. Krone, old man Krone we 
called him, 1 never knew his given name, 
was the proprietor of the tavern. He was 
the father of N. L. Krone of Decatur. The 
landlord was deliberate and Lincoln said 
that he was the slowest man he ever saw. 
His story was that one time when the roads 
were rough and muddy he (Lincoln) came 
to Decatur from Springfield on horseback. 
He was en route to Monticello. The traveling 
was heavier than he had anticipated and he 
found he could not reach Monticello until 
after dark so rather than ride after night һе 
decided to stop in Decatur. 


Got His Answer The Next Day. 


"The office floor level of the Macon House 
was a bit above the street and in front there 
was a little porch. The landlord was on the 
porch that evening when Lincoln rode up. 


Abraham Lincoln, 16th 
United States President, 1863 
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Law Office of. Abraham Lincoln In Decatur, Illinois, Undated 


The lawyer hailed the figure on the porch: 
‘Landlord, can 1 stay here tonight?’ The 
landlord at that moment was busy gazing 
into space, rubbing his chin thoughtfully. He 
made no reply, didn't even see the would-be 
patron. Once more the future president made 
inquiry in louder tone, asking permission to 
remain all night. There was no answer. 


Lincoln gazed a few moments at the figure 
on the porch and then continued his ride 
toward Piatt county. He reached the county 
seat late that night, his beast completely 
jaded. Next day he started on his return 
ride to Springfield. In the evening he again 
drew rein in front of the Macon House. The 
landlord stood on the porch, as usual, day 
dreaming. As Lincoln halted in front of the 
house the landlord drawled 41 reckon so,” 
and Lincoln says that answer in reply to his 
question of the day previous. 


A Great Entertainer. 


“The only social life in which Lincoln 
engaged at Decatur so far as | know, was 
before the fire place in the office of the 
tavern. When he was here attending court 
that is where the fellows would gather. 
On such occasions Judge David Davis 
of Bloomington and Dick Oglesby were 
there. Tell stories? It was better than any 
entertainment 1 ever saw in the opera 
house. Judge Davis was not much of a story 
teller but he was bright and witty, and 
commented well on what he heard. When 
Judge Davis, Lincoln and Oglesby talked 


the balance of the crowd was content to be 
quiet and listen. 


“Up to that time no one, so far as 1 know had 
ever suspected Lincoln of being more than 
an able lawyer. He was regarded as a lawyer 
rather than as a statesman or politician. He 
had even then become known as “Honest 
Old Abe;” regarded as a lawyer who was 
absolutely square and who could be trusted 
implicitly. Every one apparently knew him 
as Abe Lincoln, not lightly nor with any 
show or feeling of disrespect in saying Abe. 
That was simply in accordance with what 
he apparently wished to be — Abe Lincoln, 
nothing more. 


Asleep on Momentous Occasion. 


“The idea of Lincoln being a presidential 
possibility never occurred to any one prior 
to the senatorial contest between Lincoln 
and Douglas. Those who knew him always 
recognized the able lawyer, the kind hearted 
тап, a shrewd judge of men, and knew that 
he was capable of something more than 
being a mere country lawyer, but even as he 
advanced they utterly failed to appreciate 
the wonderful capabilities of the man which 
have come to be more fully understood 
as time offers opportunity for a calm 
consideration of the history of those days. 


It was Dick Oglesby, Judge Gallagher and 
Sherry Wait no doubt, who first conceived 
the idea of having Illinois at least endorse 
Lincoln as Republican nominee for 
president and although they were among 


his most intimate acquaintances, they had 
no conception of his wonderful qualities and 
possibilities. 


“ was in the convention hall when Lincoln 
responded. You know he could not be found 
when they wanted him. They hunted around 
and finally found him asleep in the back 
room at Jim Peake's jewelry stove. There was a 
couch in the rear room and Lincoln, who was 
well acquainted with Peake, went in there 
and said that he preferred to lie down and 
rest a while rather than mix with the crowd. 
He said he was tired and wanted to rest. 
There the committee after a considerable 
search, found him. 


Rails Taken Into Convention. 


“Yes, Johnny Hanks carried in the rails which 
he declared had been made by Lincoln. Two 
men came behind him carrying a banner, 
the supports of which were fence rails. On 
the banner was painted “For president, Abe 
Lincoln, the rail splitter.” Those words were 
there but if thatwas the exactarrangement do 
not remember. Of course the convention went 
wild. The members became simply frantic in 
their delight. Afterward the rails were carried 
up on the platform and Lincoln turned and 
looked at them. He was told that they were 
rails he had split. He replied that he did not 
know that he had made those particular rails 
but he did know that he had made many that 
had the same appearance and no doubt were 
as good as the ones before him.” 


“When he responded to the endorsement his 
remarks were thoughtful, earnest, sincere 
and of course, deliberate, for he was always 
deliberate. He gave me the idea that his 
speeches were committed to memory and 
were carefully repeated, but they lacked 
nothing of strength on that account, for they 
were his words, well chosen, and seemed to 
be the expression of his heartfelt convictions. 
One became interested and it seemed 
that his speech or argument was a direct 
appeal to you personally. No matter how 
enthusiastic he became he never hurried in 
his talk. He was always self-reliant. 


Not Self-Conscious. 


“He has been described as an awkward 
man but there was no suggestion of that in 
his public appearances. He was never self- 
conscious. He was absolutely, completely self- 
possessed apparently without any knowledge 
that he was thus blessed as a public speaker. 
1 һауе no recollection of hearing him in court 
except to offer formal motions or something 
of that kind. 1 have no recollection of seeing or 


hearing him before a Jury. 


"Everyone has heard something of 
what has been termed his unfortunate 
marital relations. Edwards, an attorney at 
Springfield, and 1 can't recall his given name 
just now, made a business call on Lincoln 
one day. His office was in his home as was 
quite common in those days. While Edwards 
and Lincoln were busy talking a door into 
the residence suddenly opened and Mrs. 
Lincoln appeared in the office, demanding 
if a certain errand had been performed. 
Lincoln quietly answered that he had been 
busy and unable to do as requested but at 
the earliest opportunity, etc. 


А Considerate Husband. 


“Before she slammed the door and retired the 
visitor heard her wail that she was neglected, 
abused, insulted, etc., through the list. Mr. 
Edwards was apparently amazed and said as 
much to Lincoln. Mr. Lincoln replied: "Why if 
you knew how much good that little eruption 
did, what a relief it was to her, how she really 
enjoyed it and knew her as well as 1 do, you 
would be glad that she had had opportunity 
to explode to give vent to her feelings. 


“1 happened to be in Springfield just after 
Lincoln was elected President and attended 
а concert given at the Presbyterian church. 
It was really a high class company of skilled 
musicians offering only classic music. | was 
amazed at the noise and the talk during the 
performance. The audience had no regard 
for the talent. They were discussing the 
election returns. 1 had a seat in Mr. Витт 
pew and Mr. Lincoln was only two or three 
seats to my left. Suddenly he turned his 
head and in a joking way said to some one 
behind him, “Oh wait until we hear from 
Macoupin.” That was in a tone loud enough 
to be heard all over the church. 


A Silent Journey to Danville. 


"Next morning at the depot 1 met him 
on the platform. He was accompanied. by 
several ladies, one of them asking him, ‘Mr. 
Lincoln how did you like the singing of M-— 
last night?’ “It was very nice | suppose,” he 
replied, “but 1 believe 1 would have liked it 
better if she had sung “Way Down Upon the 
Suwanee River.” 


“1 rode from Decatur to Danville with Mr. 
Lincoln and except for the first simple 
greeting there was never a word spoken 
during that time. In those days there were 
no cross seats in the center of the coach, 
that space being reserved for the stove, but 
there was a seat along the side of the coach 


on each side. Mr. Lincoln sat on one side of 
the car and 1 sat on the other side. He sat 
or reclined with his legs stretched far out 
into the aisle. After 1 had spoken to him and 
he had replied, 1 saw that he was engaged 
with his thoughts and did not disturb 
him. Although at that time 1 was quite well 
acquainted with him. All the way to Danville 
he sat in silence, absorbed in thought. 


His Saving Sense of Humor. 


“The wonderful vein of humor possessed 
by Lincoln was his salvation. If he had 
forever wrestled with the problems 
which confronted him, if he had given 
himself absolutely and solely to their 
consideration, he would have suffered 
from it keenly no doubt in some way. He 
was able, however, apparently, to put all 
of that aside for a time and then that vein 
of humor bubbled over. He must have had 
that or some other diversion or he could 
not stand the stress put upon him. “He was 
not a handsome man. But you soon forgot 
that, or did not notice it. He possessed a 
magnetic personality. It was wonderful how 
he was known to the great mass of people, 
how they believed in him, trusted him 
implicitly. His voice was pleasant and when 
he spoke he was making a personal appeal 
to you. If you had never heard of him, had 
known nothing of his fame or ability before 
you became one of an audience hearing his 
speech, you would have been impressed 
in spite of yourself. 1 heard Henry Ward 
Beecher speak and of course had expected 
much from a man of his fame and ability, 
but really if 1 had not known that it was 
Beecher І should have been less impressed 
by his ability. 1 do not believe that that 
could have been true of Lincoln. A stranger 
would at once have recognized that he was 
aman of no little power.” 


Lowber Burrows, 1904 


College in Peoria County, Illinois, as had other 
early rectors at St. John’s. Bishop Chase and 
Bishop Whitehouse from the Diocese of Illinois 
took a particular interest in Rev. Pulford, and 
he often served as the secretary of diocesan 
conventions. Few records exist at St. John’s 
regarding the accomplishments of Father 
Pulford. Yet, years later, Pulford was described in 
the lowa County Democrat as: 


A true and good man, and the church 
militant a brave and loyal soldier. His long 
and blameless ministry - through all the 
changing and trying scenes of life, his 
patience with the hardships which he did 
not deserve and were his, because he was 
too modest to demand always his just right. 


His steadfast loyalty to his church's ways 
and doctrines, his unfaltering faith in 

Christ are features of his life which 

we cannot speak too strongly... 


As a writer, he was ornate, 
the thought being clothed 
in the beauty and wealth of 


(( 


For Samuel Decatur Pulford, 


Later in 1869, the Decatur community was 
saddened to learn that Henry Prather had 
been killed on November 22nd, when he was 
thrown from a buggy. Henry Prather had helped 
St. John’s on several occasions, not the least 
of which had been securing their first public 
place of worship. He was the president of the 
Greenwood Cemetery Association for many 
years. His brother, Judge William Prather, had 
been a dedicated member of St. John’s since 
its founding in 1855. William Prather himself 
died soon after in 1870. The Decatur Weekly 
Republican on September Ist, 1870 noted that 
William was “a warm-hearted, benevolent and 
generous man, and in his death, the community 
has lost a good citizen, one who was esteemed 
and respected by all who know him.” William 
Prather’s funeral was held at St. John’s, and he 
was buried in Greenwood Cemetery. 


A new rector arrived at St. John’s in 
1869, The Rev. Philip McKim, from 
Lewistown, Illinois. He was born 

in Ireland in 1835. In 1862, Rev. 
McKim, already a Deacon, was 


Шот. As a regdor of “The Same Talent Employed ordained to the Priesthood 

the church service he was For Self Would Have Made in Christ Church, St Louis, 

reverent and impressive, Бор Him A Competent Missouri. McKim had served as а 

which is not true of every Fortune.” chaplain during the Civil War. He 
ortune. 


minister. The ministry meant 

for him a sacrifice. To a great 

degree he possessed mechanical 

and artistic talent, which was freely given 

to the Church. The same talent employed for 
self would have made for him a competent 
fortune. But there was other work for him 
to do, and worldly prospects were pushed 
aside, and the will of God was done. 


In 1869, Rev. Pulford resigned to serve in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, and Goshen, Indiana. He 
then transferred to the Diocese of Wisconsin 
and served in Portage, Platteville, and Lancaster. 
In 1892, he moved to Puyallup, Washington, 
and became rector of Christ Episcopal Church. 
He was there only a short time until his death, 
leaving his wife and three sons. 


Although the rectorship may have been vacant 
at St John’s, parish and community life continued 
through the able efforts of dedicated laypersons. 
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transferred to the Diocese of Illinois 
from the Diocese of Missouri in 1868. 


Very few records at St. John’s show 
the parish's activities during Father McKim's 
rectorship which lasted from 1869 to 1971. However, 
the following report was filed during the Annual 
Convention of the Diocese of Illinois in 1871: 


Right Reverend and Dear Sir - As Lay Reader, 
in the absence of the rector of this Parish 
I have to report that, since the resignation 
of Rev. Philip McKim, in February last, | have 
held regular Sunday morning service in the 
Church up to the commencement of the 
improvements upon the building in August, 
and also kept up the Sunday School. Faithfully 
yours, Lowber Burrows. 


It appears that Rev. McKim moved to several 
different churches in lowa, Ohio, and Minnesota. 
He and his family eventually settled in Norfolk, 
Nebraska. He died there in 1897 while rector at 


THE FIRING SQUAD 


At the Battle of Pilot Knob, near Bloomfield, 
Mo., in Sept. 1864, a Union Major (James 
Wilson) and six of his men were captured 
by the Confederates. According to Brig. 
Gen. Thomas C. Fletcher, USA, “they were 
held for one week, then turned over to Major 
Tim Reeves, CSA (called a guerilla by the 
Union Forces) of Men: command. 
It has never been determined who gave the 
order, but Major Wilson was taken out and 
hung and his men were shot. When word 
of this murder reached Gen. Rosecrans, 
commanding the Department of the 
Missouri, he issued a retaliatory order to the 
effect that a Major and six enlisted men of 
the Rebel captives be shot. 


In carrying out this order, only those 
prisoners who refused to take the Oath of 
Allegiance to the Federal Government were 
selected. These men were marched into a 
room where they were ordered to draw lots. A 
container which held marbles or small balls, 
of which there were six black ones, was held 
above eye level so the men could not see the 
color they were drawing. The ones drawing a 
white marble were paroled - those drawing a 
black one were to be executed. 


One of the men was Asa Valentine Ladd 
who was born 23 Nov 1829 in Wayne Co., Mo. 
He served with Jackson's Co A, Burbridge’s 
Regiment, 4th Missouri Calvary. He was 
captured by the Union army in Sedelia, Mo., 
on 16 Oct 1864. He was taken to Jefferson 
City and remained there for eight days, then 
was sent to Gratiot Street prison in St. Louis 
on the 25 of Oct 1864... 


The six men were in Gratiot Street Prison, 
and were not informed of the doom awaiting 
them until the day of execution. They were 
greatly affected when told they were to be 
taken out and shot. Father Ward, of the 
Catholic Church, and. Rev. Philip McKim 
of the Episcopal Church, visited the men in 
the prison, accompanied them to the place 
of execution, and remained with them to the 
last moment. Mr. McKim baptised five of 
them on Saturday morning. The sixth (Asa 
V. Ladd) had already been baptised. He was 
amember of the Methodist Church. 


At about two o'clock on Saturday afternoon, 
the six men were taken from the prison, 
placed in covered wagon|s], and escorted to 


the place of execution by a detachment of the 
той Kansas, followed by a number of other 
soldiers, and by a few citizens. Fort No.4, a 
short distance south of Lafayette Park[,] was 
selected as the place of execution. And to 
that point the procession marched without 
music. 


On the west side of the fort six posts had 
been set in the ground, each with a seat 
attached, and i tied with a strip of white 
cotton cloth, afterwards used in bandaging 
the eyes of the prisoners. Fifty-four men 
were selected as the executioners, forty-four 
of them belonging to the 10th Kansas and 
ten to the 41st Missouri. Thirty-six of these 
composed the front firing party, sixteen 
being reserved in case they should not do 
die work effectually. 


„Father Ward and Mr. McKim spoke to 
the men in their last moments, exhorting 
them to put their trust in God. The vow of 
posts ranged north and south, and at the 
first on the north was Asa V. Ladd, on his 
left was George Nichols, next was Harvey 
H. Blackburn, George T. Bunch, Charles W. 
Minniken and James W. Gates. Ladd and 
Blackburn sat with perfect calmness, with 
their eyes fixed on the ground, and did not 


speak. 


The firing party was about ten paces off: Some 
of the Kansas men appeared to be reluctant to 

те upon the prisoners, but Captain Jones told 
them it was their duty, that they should have 
no hesitation as these men had taken the life 
of many a Union man who was as innocent as 
themselves. 


At the word, the thirty-six soldiers fired 
simultaneously, the discharge sounding like 
a single explosion. ... In five minutes they 
were all dead, their heads falling to one side, 
and their bodies swinging around to the side 
of the posts, and being kept from falling 
by the pinions on their arms. Five of them 
were shot through the heart, and the sixth 
received three balls in his brest [sic], dying 
almost instantly. 


The execution was witnessed by several 
thousand spectators, most of them soldiers, 
and it was conducted in a manner highly 
credible to those engaged inthe performance 
of this disagreeable duty... 


LETTER FROM PHILIP MCKIM 
Mrs. Ladd: 


It became my painful duty to forward you 
the last letter of your lamented husband 
who was shot to death on the 29th of last 
October, in retaliation for the death of Major 
Wilson and six of his men by the Rebel 
Major Reeves. 


1 attended your husband from the time һе 
received his sentence to his death, and am 
happy to say he bore his fate with Christian 
fortitude and resignation. At his request, | 
placed his testament which he had carried 
with him through the war, on his breast in his 
coffin. God comfort you and your children is 
the prayer of your humble servant. 


LETTER FROM ACEY LADD 
Dear Wife and Children: 


1 take my pen with trembling hand to inform 
you that 1 have to be shot between two and 
four o’lock this evening. 1 have but a few 
hours to remain in this unfriendly world. | 
want you to meet me in heaven. There is six 
of us to die in a room of six union soldiers 
that was shot by Reeves men. My dear wife, 
don't grieve after me, | want you to meet me 
in heaven. 1 want you to teach the children 
piety, so that they may meet me at the right 
hand of God. 1 can't tell you my feelings. 
When you hear of my fate, 1 don’t want you 
to let this bare on your minds any more 
than you can help, for you are now left to 
take care of my six dear children. Tell them 
to remember their dear father. | want you 
to g back to the old home place, and try to 
make a support for you and the children. 1 
want you to tell my friends that 1 have gone 
home to rest. 1 want you to go to Mr. Connor — 
and tell him to assist you in winding up 
our business. If he is not there, go to Mr. 
Cleveland. If you don't get this letter before 
the St. Frances river gets up you had better 
stay there until you can go in the dry season. 


It is now half past four a.m. | must bring my 
letter to a close, leaving you in the hands of 
God. 1 send you my best love and respects in 
the hour of death. Kiss all the children for 
me. You need no uneasiness about my future 
state, for my faith is well founded and 1 fear 
no evil, God is my refuge and hiding place. 


Good bye Amy, Acey Ladd 


THE EPISCOPAL CONCERT. 


The great event of next week will be the concert at Stapp's 
Chapel, on Wednesday evening, for the benefit of the 
Episcopal Church. Mrs. E. V. Rink, and Prof. James Whitney, 
of Springfield, will assist the choir of St. John’s Church, and 
add greatly to the interest of the affair. Mrs. Rink is а first 
class soprano, and Prof. Whitney a tenor of celebrity. Our own 


home singers too, who are to take part in the concert, are of no 
common order. Mrs. W.H. Harris, a soprano of cultivated voice, 
Mrs. Aileman, Mr. Wessels, Col. Harris, and А.Р. Griswold - all 
are singers worthy of the highest commendation, and such 
music as they can furnish will be as good as the best. Prof 
Von Elsner will also contribute his valuable services and we 
bespeak for those who attend a тате musical treat. 


The Decatur Weekly Republican. December 14, 1871. 


Trinity Church, where he had been for several 
years. He left his widow, three sons and a daughter. 


After the resignation of Philip McKim, St. John's 
had a lengthy period without an assigned 


Rev. Philip McKim, Undated 


32 STABILIZING THE PARISH 1863-1888 


rector. From August 1871 through December 1871, 
the church was enlarged and repaired. 


In 1872, William DeWolf was placed in charge 
of St. John's and ordained on St. Marks Day 
in Decatur. Although he was new to ministry, 
he had many experiences and education 
that made him a wonderful priest and much- 
needed leader for the congregation. A former 
lawyer, he had been admitted to the Bar in 
September 1859 and practiced law in Dixon, 
Illinois. In 1860, he was elected Judge of 
Lee County. After two terms, Judge DeWolf 
sacrificed his law profession and elected to 
go into the ministry like his father and brother. 
William Willis DeWolf and his brother, Erastus 
DeWolf Jr, had earlier graduated from Jubilee 
College. William DeWolf entered Nashotah 
Theological Seminary and graduated in 1872. 
At that time, he became assistant to Rev. Dr. 
Locke at Grace Church and Chaplain of St. 
Luke’s hospital in Chicago, Illinois. Soon after, 
he was called to St. John’s. 


The community was growing and downtown 
Decatur was continuing to adjust to more 


CONFIRMATION SERVICE LAST NIGHT. 


St. John’s Church was crowded to its utmost capacity last 
night, and if the edifice had been twice as large it would not 
have held all who came to witness the confirmation services; 
hundreds of people who came to the door not being able to 
crowd their way into the aisle. The evening service was read 
by Rev. Mr. Russell, of Pekin, and the scriptural lessons by 
Rev. Mr. Gill of Jacksonville, after which Rev. F. M. Gregg, 
of Springfield, preached a brief but able discourse upon 
the subject of Christian Individuality. After the sermon the 
candidates for confirmation were summoned to the chancel 
rail, and the beautiful and impressive confirmation services 


of the Church [were] pronounced by Bishop Whitehouse. 


This was followed by an address to those confirmed, in which 
the Bishop enlarged upon the subject of the sermon just 
preached, elaborating the question of individuality in Church 
work, and though his remarks were altogether extemporaneous 
they were distinguished by a degree of finish and polish which 
is as pleasing as it is unusual in such efforts. It has never been 
our privilege to hear Bishop Whitehouse before, and we were 
more than pleased with his address last night. 


The services were closed with the benediction by the Bishop. 


The Decatur Daily Republican. April 26, 1873. 


residents and the upkeep of public areas. On 
November 13th, 1873, The Decatur Republican 
reported that: 


The walk on the west side of North Water 
Street, between North Street and the Episcopal 
Church is getting decidedly shaky. We know 
everything cannot be done in a day, but walks 
on so public a thoroughfare as Water Street, 
should be kept in apple-pie order. 


Churches were a significant reason for additional 
residents downtown and an important part 
of the Decatur community. Their affairs 
were mentioned prominently in all the early 
newspapers of the day. For instance, St. John’s 
was one of thirteen churches that advertised 
their services in the Decatur Daily Evening 
Magnet. It was not unusual for St. John’s to have 
multiple articles published per week highlighting 
church affairs, organizations, and activities. 


A local Ladies Aid Society was founded in 1873 
at St. John’s to support church growth. It was 
structured from a strong national organization 
founded in the last quarter of the 19th century. 
Additionally, St. John’s parish was concerning 
itself with sidewalks, а new organ, and 
strengthening the women’s organization. 


Renovations were continuing in the church 
building. A window “In Memoriam” to Henry 
Prather, deceased, was put into position in March 
of 1874. The large, round window was from the 
stained glass works of Henry E. Sharp, New York, 
and was composed of imported stained glass. 
It contained emblems of the cross, anchor, and 
crown. Text on the window read, “Behold | come 
quickly.” It was a gift to the church from Mrs. 
Prather, widow of the late Henry Prather, and 
warmly received from the parishioners. 


The National Episcopal Church was investigating 
the authoritative roles that women could take. On 


STRAWBERRY AND ICE CREAM FESTIVAL 
The ladies of the Episcopal Church will give a grand festival 
at the Opera House on Tuesday eve, June 2d. Quantities of 


delicious strawberries and ice cream (genuine cream) will be 


served in flowing dishes. 


The Decatur Daily Republican. May 29, 1874. 


November 19th, 1874, The Decatur Local Review 
reported that: 


One of the noticeable acts of the Protestant 
Episcopal Convention has been the refusal to 
establish by law the order of deaconesses, 
and the decision to leave the subject to the 
authorities of each diocese--a step of caution 
that had some connection probably with the 
ritual questions relating to sisterhoods. 


Father DeWolf continued his steady work at St. 
John's during 1873 and 1874. He reported in his 
Annual Parochial Report that: 


This past year [1873] has been full of God's 
blessing upon this little Parish. The Annual 
Report is a small index of it. The heartiness 
with which her members enter upon Church 
work, the promptness shown in meeting all 
Church dues, the harmony and zeal existing, 
are better evidences to the rector of life and 
growth, and afford great encouragement for 
the future. 


As ifto exemplify DeWolf's words, the parishioners 
had even decided to buy a new organ. 


Rev. DeWolf quickly gained the devotion of St. 
John’s parishioners. Sadly, he passed away in 
July 1875, at the young age of 43, after a long 
illness described as “dropsy of the heart.” Father 
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AUGUST 26, 1875. 


PROCESSIONAL HYMN. No. 67.. 


Weary of earth, and laden with my sin, 

I look at Heav’n, and long to enter in, 

But there no evil thing may find a home; 
And yet I heara voice that bids me “Come.” 


So vile Eam, how dare I hope to stand 


R EV. W M f W. D EWO Г, Е И In the pure glory of that holy land? 


Before the whiteness of that throne appear? 
Yet there are hands stretch'd out to draw 


e near. 
The while I fain would tread the heavenly way, 
Evil is ever with me, day by day; 
Yet on mine ears tbe gracious tidings fall, 
“Repent, confess, thou shalt be loosed from all.” 

П 


КЕСТО R OF It is the voice of Jesus that T hear, 


His are the hands stretched out to draw me near, 
And His the blood that can for all atone, 
And set me faultiess there before the throne. AMEN. 


OPENING SENTENCES. 
, = Т ат the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord: he that believeth in me, though 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, he wore dead, yet shall he Н 


ive; and whosoever liveth and believeth in me, shall 
never die. St. John xi. 


I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that Бе shall stand at the latter day upon 
the earth. And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall 
I see God: whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another: 
Job xix. 25, 25, 27. 

DECATUR, ILLINOIS We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away: blessed be the Name of the Lord.. 
1 Тіт. хі. 7. Job i. 21. 


ANTHEM. 


Lord, let me know my end, and the number of my days; that I may be certified. 
how long І have to live. 

Behold, thou hast made my days it were a span long, and’ mine age is even as: 
nothing in respect of thee: and verily every man living is altogether vanity. 

For man walketh in а vain shadow, and disquieteth himself in vain; he heapeth: 
up riches, and cannot tell who shall gather them. 
DIED AT DIXON, ILLINOIS; And now, Lord, what is my hope? "Truly my hope is even in thee. 

Deliver me from all mine offences; and make me not a rebuke unto the foolish. 

When thou with rebukes dost chasten man for sin, thou makest his beauty to 
consume away,like as it were a moth fretting a garment: every man therefore is 
but vanity. 

Hear my prayer, O Lord, and with thine ears consider my calling; hold not thy 
peace at my tears : 

For I am a stranger with thee, and a sojourner, as all my fathers were. 


JULY 20, 1875. 


CALL ACCEPTED 


We are pleased to learn that the Rev. Stephen S. Granberry, late of Trinity Church, New Orleans, has accepted the call extended to him by the 
vestry of St. John’s Church, to become its rector. Mr. Granberry has been in our city for the last two weeks, officiated at the Episcopal Church on 
two Sundays, made the acquaintance of a large number of the members of the parish, and of a great many of our citizens; all are pleased with 
him as a rector, and as a gentleman. We congratulate the vestry in having secured one so well calculated to fill the position. 


Mr. Granberry is a native of Mississippi, but educated in the North. He graduated at the Nashotah (Wis.) Theological Seminary in 1873, 
having been, during a portion of the time, a classmate of the late departed rector of St. John’s church, Rev. W. W. DeWolf. 


Mr. Granberry returned last evening from a trip to St. Louis, and will officiate at the Episcopal Church on Sunday next at the usual hours. 


Walter Moore memorialized Father DeWolf 


many years later by writing: 


His name is yet a household word among the 
people whom he loved, and who honored 
him, as he deserved. His successful work was 
ended by his death in the summer of 1875. It 
is to be hoped that an enduring memorial 
of this faithful and well-beloved priest will 
be placed in the church to perpetuate the 
memory of his noble life. 


Indeed, several memorials were later added to 
the parish in his name. 


In 1876, a new rector arrived at St. John's, the Rev. 
Stephen Henry Granberry, native of Mississippi. 
He was born September 10, 1848, on a large 
cotton plantation in Mississippi. At the age of 
14, he enlisted and became a member of the 
Mississippi Cavalry. When the war was over, 
he continued his studies and graduated from 
Nashotah House in 1873. Soon he was appointed 
assistant rector of Trinity Church, New Orleans. 
He was then called to St. John's. 


It was a restless time for all. National and state 
issues were becoming increasingly more 
important to St. John's. On August 20, 1877, the 
Diocese of Illinois officially broke into three 
new Dioceses to allow churches in central and 
southern Illinois to have more authority over 


Rev. Stephen Henry Granberry, Undated 


how their churches were maintained. Decatur 
was now in the Diocese of Springfield. St. John's 
representatives participated in several decisive 
meetings. It was a delegate from Decatur who, 
several years later, nominated Father Dr. Hale, 
of Davenport, lowa, for Bishop Coadjutor in 1892. 


In August of 1878, only twenty years after the first 
church had been built, additional renovations 
were being planned, including painting, tiling, 
and repairing the flue. Beyond taking care of 
the building, alms were given for yellow fever 
sufferers. The collection totaled $16.50. 


After a short time, Rev. Granberry left St. John's 
and served at Syracuse, Geneva, and Brooklyn, 
New York. In 1884 he accepted a call to St. 
Barnabas parish in Newark, New Jersey. He had 
great success there and remained for 31 years. 
When he resigned, he was elected rector 
erneritus of St. Barnabas. 


Rev. Granberry died in 1928, leaving his wife, Helen, 
his daughter, and four granddaughters. He was 
buried in Windham, Connecticut. 


(С 


“Father Walter 
Howard Moore Accepted 
The Rectorship In 1878, 
And He Would Prove To Be A 
Popular And Loyal Member 
Of St. John's Family For An 
Extended Period.” 


Father Walter Howard Moore accepted the 
rectorship in 1878, and he would prove to be a 
popular and loyal member of St. John’s family 
for an extended period, even after he left. He 
was born in 1844 in Warren, Rhode Island. He 
served in the Civil War as a volunteer in the 67th 
Illinois Regiment, which was organized in Camp 
Douglas, Chicago, Illinois. After the war, he was 
associated with The Chicago Tribune. He studied 
at Brown University and received a Bachelor of 
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Rev. Walter Howard Moore, Undated 


Divinity from the General Theological Seminary. 


He was ordained as a deacon in 1871 and 
ordained as a priest in 1872. He was in charge of 
churches in Colorado, Connecticut, and Illinois. 


In Decatur, Rev. Moore became а valued 
member of the Beaumanoir Commandery, 
No. 9 Knights Templar, a well-known fraternal 
organization. Several influential parishioners 


CHRISTMAS EVE 1878 


Santa Claus and the Fairies. The ladies and gentlemen of St. 
John's Episcopal Church arranged a very pretty surprise for the 
children at Powers’ Hall [Opera House] on Christmas Eve. A 
large Christmas tree hung with a great variety of presents for 
young and old, was placed in the center of the hall, and lighted 
up with wax tapers. By eight o'clock the hall was well filled 
with ladies and gentlemen and children, when they formed in 
procession and marched around the room, while St. John's choir 
(Messrs. L. L. Ferriss, C. B. Prescott, Dr. Bumstead, Н. Bishop, 
and Misses Maud Burrows and Eva Bunn) sang “Gather 
around the Christmas Tree,” the children joining in the chorus. 
At the conclusion of this song “Santa Claus,” (Chas. Corneau), 
in Arctic attire, wearing a long, white beard, seated in a sleigh, 
was drawn into the room by four beautiful fairies, personated 
by the little Misses Edith Ferriss, Laura Montgomery, Lizzie 
Knieper and Grace Blume. The presents were then distributed 
among the children by “Santa Claus,” whose liberal generosity 
will long be remembered by his little bright-eyed friends. The 


exercises closed with a sociable. 


The Decatur Weekly Republican. January 2, 1879. 
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were also members. Moore preached sermons 
at St. John’s referencing masonic themes. 
The Knights Templar often had special Easter 
Addresses at local churches. Тһе bulletin 
pictured on the front of this chapter is from one 
of these Easter services. 


The parish became very close to Father Moore 
and his family. On April 6th, 1880, the Bishop 
noted in his log, 1 stood sponsor for one of 
the rectors twin sons, who was baptized 
George Seymour; the other was called Walter 
Adriance...” Tiny Walter Adriance Moore died 
in 4 months and was buried in St. John's God's 
Acre in Greenwood Cemetery. 


In 1880, less than twenty-five years after the parish 
had been established, only five original members 
remained. They included Mr. and Mrs. Cyril Fuller, 
Mr. and Mrs. С. Н. Fuller, and Miss Emily Luttrell. Cyril 
Fuller was Senior Warden of the parish, a position 
he had been elected to and served in since the 
church's organization. The vestry included Cyril 
Fuller, Wrn. J. Quinlan, J. F. Priest, George Moeller, 
L. Burrows, H. H. Bishop, L. L. Ferris, J. B. Dinges, 
Charles L. Carnean and L. L Burrows. In two years, 
this number of organizing members would again 
decrease as Cyril Fuller died. 


In 1880, the church was enlarged and improved, 
and while this was being completed, the parish 
met elsewhere. The Bishop reported, ".. parish doing 
well, gives promise of great things in the future." 


Father Walter Moore reported in the History of 
Macon County 1880, that St. John's had three 
concerns - a parochial organization in Decatur, 
the House of Prayer chapel in East Decatur, 
and a mission in Maroa. At that time, the Maroa 
parish shared the rector of the House of Prayer, 
the Rev. Wolcott. Services were held in Maroa 
regularly on the fourth Sunday and the first and 
third Thursday of each month. St. John's had 
also acquired a house on the north side of St. 
John's property that was occupied by the rector. 


While Father Moore was rector, he edited and 
published The Parish Register, which was a 
monthly church paper. The subscription was 25 
cents per year. He reported that Sunday Services 
were at 7:00 A.M, Sunday school at 9:30 A.M, and 
Evensong at 7:00 P.M. On April 11, 1884, although W. 


H. Moore was doing a wonderful job in Decatur, 
he was requested by the Bishop to fulfill other 
duties. Obviously, the Bishop noted his talent 
and his ability to lead a larger parish. The parish 
was very upset that Rev. Moore had been asked 
to go elsewhere. As a result of their persuasion, 
he did not leave until 1886. His steady influence 
helped St. John’s Church grow and prepare for 
the future. He would continue to be a part of St. 
John's affairs for many years to come. 


In 1884, a two-manual and pedal organ 
replaced the original Jardine organ. Henry 
Pilcher's Sons of Louisville, Kentucky, built it at 
the cost of around $1800. The first recitals on 
the new organ were on December l4th & 16th. 
Organists were Miss Hattie Hitchcock, Mr. C. A. 
Foster, and Mrs. O. E. Alexander. The audience 
had many important citizens, including Gov. 


Parish Register. 


Vor. IV. DECATUR, ILL., DECEMBER, 1:884. No. 8. 


Vor. IV. ||| РЕСАТОВ, ILL, DECEMBER, 1884. — Қо. 
^ A great festival. It is a sure sign of spiritual declensi 
@. The. Parish. Register. 0 а a e ш ыы 


A MONTHLY CHURCH PAPER. We hope and pray for better things for the souls" 
REV. W. H. MOORE, EDITOR AND PUBLISHER, | committed to our care. 
Rečtor of St. John’s Church, Decatur, Illinois. А => 
SUBSCRIPTION, TWENTY FIVE CENTS PER ANNUM. | St. John's Sunday Shool will have its Christmas 
Festival on Christmas Eve., and the School of the 


House of Prayer on Christmas night. 


St. John's Church. 
Rev. W. Н. Moore, Reor. 
SUNDAY SERVICES. 


‘The new Organ will be used for the first time on 
. | Sunday, the 14th. It will be dedicated to its sacred 
9.30a. m. | service by an office of Benediction, which will be 

- | said immediately before Morning Prayer at 10.45 
Р- т. | а. m. To display the powers of the instrument an 
Organ Recital will be given on the evening of Tues- 
‚ | day, the 16th. Several well known musicians have 
- | been invited to play on that evening. ‘The congre- 
gation is invited to attend. 


House of Prayer. 


Rev. Р. С. Wotcorr, Rector. After a long interval, services have been resumed 


Holy Communion. at Магоа. The Rev. Mr. Wolcott officiated on Sun- 
e ER - | day, the 23d ult. Good congregations were present, 
Ее and much interest manifested. It is proposed to hold 


services regularly on the fourth Sunday and the first 
ase third, Thursdays of cach month, 


ST. JOHN’S CHURCH. 
ео, ILR. 


- AND —— 


ORGAN RECITAL. 
December 14th and 16th, 


-== 1884 ==- 


Record. 

BarrisM.—November зо, in St John's Church, Lucien 
Charles Daniel 

BeRiALS.—November 8th, Samuel McBride. November 14th, 
Austin L. Hartwell. 


and Supper at the Tabernacle on Wednesday, the 
17th. We hope that all our friends will be present 
on that day and evening. — Itwill be a good opportu- 
nity to purchase Christmas presents. 


The Living Church Co. have published an Alma- 
пас and Calender for 1885. Price, 25c. Itis for 
sale at the counter of J. Е. Hand & Co. It may be 
of interest to say that Mr. Hand displays the finest 
line of Prayer Books which we have seen in Decatur, 
having purchased expressly for the holiday season. 


At the Vestry election held on Nov. 24th, the fol- 
lowing were re-elected members of the Vestry: Wm. 
J. Quinlan, L. Burrows, J. B. Dinges, H. H. Bishop, 
Geo. Е. Morehouse, С. С. Clark, L. L. Burrows, Е. 
P. Bishop. —— 

The services on Christmas Day will be: Early 
Celebration, 7 a. m.; Choral Celebration, 10.45 a. m.; 
Evening Prayer, 4.30 р. m. At the House of Prayer, 
Celebrations of the Holy Eucharist at 7.30 and 9.00 
а. m., and the Sunday School service at night. 

We hope to see a large attendance of communi- 
cants on Christmas Day. Every communicant should 
be prepared to receive the Blessed Sacrament on that 


The courtesy of the City Council in granting the 
use of the room has enabled us to open a readiug 
room in the Ето of the Eldorado Hose House. 
It is intended for the use of railroad men and other 
citizens of the east end of town. Itis a pleasure to 
see how its privileges are appreciated by the numbers 
who resort thither. It is intended for the use of men 
only, but boys of the Chapel Sunday School who 

rove worthy of the privilege, may obtain cards of 
Admission from Mr. Woleotte ^ 


"The Church will be open after the 21st for the pur- 
pose of preparing the decorations for Christmas. 

ith sufficient help the work can be done in two 
days. 


"The offertories on Christmas Day will be devoted 
to the fund for the new service of silver for the Holy 
Communion, which will be a memorial of the late 
Rev. W. W. D. Wolf. 


House of Prayer. 

‘The Sunday School was never in better condition 
than at present, and well repays a visit. Sixt; 
brighter children you do not often see, and their 
hearty singing is very attractive. 

"The girls of the Choir, assisted by others from the 
Sunday School, are practicing for a musical enter- 
tainment which they are to give in the great hall 
shortly before Christmas. — Their object is to provide 
money for the Christmas tree. We hope that our 
friends in town will remember the children of the 
House of Prayer at this season and help to make 
their Christmas. merry а to the fund 
for decking the tree. he Rector will be glad to 
receive any such gifts. 


The Parish Register, 1884 


Organ Recital Program, 1884 


Oglesby and Mrs. R. J. Oglesby, and others from 
out of town. Before the recital began, vestryman 
Lowber Burrows announced that the new organ 
was purchased through the united efforts of the 
vestry and the ladies of the congregation. The 
Daily Republican (Decatur) reported, “The new 
organ is quite an ornament of the church, and it 
seemed to be the verdict of all who heard it that 
no better instrument could have been secured. It 
looks well, sounds well, and will certainly do well 
for many years.” 


Christmas offertories in 1884 were devoted to 
St. John’s late rector, Father W. W. DeWolf. Funds 
collected were used to purchase a new service 
of silver for Holy Communion. On November Ist, 
1885, the Bishop reported, “We set apart for the 
use of the altar with our blessing a costly and 
beautiful paten and chalice as a memorial from 
his many friends of Father Mr. DeWolf, a former 
rector. He was a man of rare merit.” 
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Note from the Authors: 


Unfortunately, just over ten years later, the 
valuable silver paten and chalice were stolen 
from the church and never recovered. It 
appeared to be an “inside job” as nothing else 
was disturbed besides the silver. No doors or 
windows were broken. 


During the 1880s, St. John's was flourishing 
and growing. In June of 1885, a new baptismal 
font was given to the church from the Sunday 
school. The Ladies Aid Society had also been 
trying diligently to help pay off the church debt. 


Unfortunately, by 1886, it was time for the 
parishioners at St. John’s to say goodbye to Rev. 
Moore. He moved to Calvary Church in Chicago, 
Illinois, where he remained for the next six years. 
Yet, it appears he kept in touch with St. John's 
as well, as he was called back during times 
of celebration and when needed to help the 
parish family with important events. Rev. Moore 
continued his writing and was an associate 
editor for The Living Churchman and a frequent 
contributor to other publications. 


He would spend the next 30 years as an Episcopal 
priest, eventually becoming Dean Honorius of St. 
John's Cathedral in Quincy, Illinois. His final charge 
was as rector of St. Luke's, South Glastonbury, 
Connecticut. He died in 1917 and was buried in 
St. Luke's Old Cemetery in South Glastonbury, 
Connecticut leaving his widow, Julia, and two 
sons. Two infants and a son are buried with 


A TESTIMONIAL OF REGARD 


Rev. Walter Н. Moore's resignation of the rectorate of St. John's 
Episcopal church has been formally accepted by the vestry of 
the parish, Rev. Moore, as our readers know, has been called 
to a larger field of labor, having recently been elected rector of 
Calvary Episcopal church, Chicago. In accepting the revered 
gentlemen's resignation the vestry gave expression to their 
appreciation of his labors in behalf of the church in Decatur 
as follows: 


Whereas, The Rev. Mr Moore has tendered his resignation 
to take effect Feb. 23, 1886, and whereas a committee was 
appointed to confer with him and to ascertain if there was any 
considerations which we could offer him which would induce 
him to change his mind and remain with us for the ensuing 
year at least, and whereas said committee have made report at 
this meeting that they have seen Mr. Moore and have labored 
hard with him, with aview of securing the continuance of his 
services for another year, but without avail: 


Therefore, in consideration of the above, we accept the 
resignation of Mr. Moore, to take effect Feb. 23. 1886. And in 
accepting the same we wish to make an acknowledgment, to 
be entered upon the records of this parish, of our appreciation 
of the work done while he has been in charge of this parish. 


We believe that it was mainly through his efforts, under God, 
that the church in Decatur has been brought to its present 
prominence. Seven years ago he found the church struggling 
for its very existence, but by his untiring zeal we can truthfully 
say that the parish now stands among the first in the Diocese. 


We commend Mr. Moore to the brethren of Calvary church, 
Chicago, where we learn he is to officiate in the future, and we 
trust that his efforts in the cause of the true catholic religion 
will be crowned with the same success there as here during 
the past seven years. 


The Decatur Herald. February 10, 1886. 


his wife in God's Acre in Greenwood 
Cemetery in Decatur, Illinois. 


ш 1886, Aaron Kinney Hall was 
called to be the rector of St. 
John's. Hall was born in 1845 

in Portsmouth, Ohio, and was 

one of eleven children. During 

his adult years, he was called 

A. Kinney. Rev. Hall studied at 
Kenyon College in Ohio and 
Nashotah | House Seminary. 
He later received his Ph. D. from 
Northwestern University. He was 
ordained a priest in Mobile, Alabama, in 
1876, and had most recently been the rector of 


(C 


Of St. John's." 
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“In 1886, Aaron Kinney Hall 
Was Called To Be The Rector 
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Trinity Church in New Orleans, Louisiana, 
prior to coming to St. John’s. Hall was 
later described in the Michigan 
Churchman in November 1920 
as “a man of scholarly habits, 
а good preacher and a 
faithful and devoted pastor. 
Wherever he has been, he 
has endeared himself to his 
people.” 


One of Rev. Hall’s first services 

made quite а sensation. Не 
arranged an elaborate ceremony to 
celebrate Christmas 1886. The wooden 


church was beautifully decorated for the 


„г 
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St. John’s Wooden Church, Circa 1886 


ім. 


Rev. Aaron Kinney Hall, Undated 


> 
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occasion. Banners were hung upon the walls, 
and arches of evergreen stood in front of the 
altar. Stars and doves decorated the arches. 
The ceremony recalled all that was typical of 
the coming of Christ. The three kings of Orient, 
clad in kingly robes, were represented by Prof. 
Olof Bull, Bering Burrows and Charlie Denton. The 
impressive ceremonial ended with the singing 
of “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name.” Sunday 
School children then were invited to the rectory 
where they had refreshments and enjoyed a 
round of dances and games. The picture titled 
“St. John’s Wooden Church, Circa 1886" is most 
likely from this 1886 Christmas Service. 


In 1887, the St. John’s vestry purchased books 
for the Boys’ Choir. The Bishop reported, “A 
surpliced choir was recently introduced. 
Advance in growth has been very considerable 
and encouraging.” 


THE ORGAN RECITAL. 


The organ recital at the Episcopal church last evening was an unusually good entertainment. The church was full. The new organ has been 
in position since Thursday night. It gives good satisfaction. The first number on the programme last evening was a chorus, with an organ 
accompaniment played by the organist, Mrs. Alexander. Prof Olof Bull then played “Largo,” by Handel on his violin, with organ accompaniment 
by Miss Hattie Hitchcock. Then followed an organ solo by Miss Hitchcock, a selection from Battiste. Mrs. Alexander next played an organ solo. The 
other numbers of the programme were a chorus, the "Overture to William Tell,” by Miss Hitchcock, and Rubinstein's “Melody in Б” by Prof Olof 
Bull, and the chorus “Gloria in Excelsis.” The recital was a great success. Prof: Bull played his violin in his usual intuitable way. The instrumental 
music was all excellent. The choir needs a little reinforcement to give it greater power, and perhaps also a little more training in singing together. 
We have nothing but praise for the recital as a whole. 


Numbers were up for St. John’s Parish in 1888. 
Fifty-four communicants had been admitted 
to the church by confirmation, and there were 
now 237 communicants. When the Rev. A. Kinney 
Hall had arrived, there were only 18 members in 
the Sunday School, and now there were 146. He 
had baptized 23 children and made over 1,000 
pastoral calls. By his earnest work, the church 
and its affairs had definitely prospered. 


With the growing congregation, new 
opportunities for parishioners were introduced, 
and it would have seemed that the new rector 
would have calm seas in which to navigate. 


Candles were first put on the altar during the 
Easter service of 1888. This would prove to be a 
costly decision for Rev. Hall as some members 
of the vestry consequently asked him to leave 
because of this action. Although a good number 
of parishioners supported him, his future had 
been decided. Not even personal appeals to 
the Bishop of the Diocese from a group of loyal 
parishioners would be able to prevent the abrupt 
departure of Rev. Hall. 


Rev. Hall then ministered in several states 
including Missouri, Florida, Indiana, and Utah. 
Most of his ministry was spent in the mission 


Altar Candles, 2020 


RESIGNATION ACCEPTED 


The resignation of Rev. A. Kinney Hall, rector of St. Johns 
church, was sent to the vestry on Friday. The resignation is to 
take effect September1. Mr. Hall has been here about two years, 
and he has been active and diligent at all times. When he came 
here he found 18 in the Sunday school, and there are now 148 
on the rolls. During the past year the surplice choir of 24 boys 
has been trained by the rector and now renders the service in 
an acceptable manner. Since coming here Mr. Hall has taken 
no rest. He has held services regularly. 


During his pastorate 54 have been added to the church by 
confirmation, 23 by baptism. The membership has been 
further added to by removals to this parish, so that the number 
of communicants is now 237, the largest in the history of the 
church. Мк Hall’s most pronounced success has been with 
children - he dearly loves them- and his work among them 
has been well rewarded. He has two or three points in view, 
but has not as yet definitely determine upon a location. His 
wife and children are now visiting relatives at Cannelton, Ind., 
where they will remain until Mr. Hall is comfortably settled in 
anew place. 


The Herald-Despatch. July 21, 1888. 


field doing pioneer work. He became very 
involved with the Diocese of Michigan, serving 
as a missionary at West Branch. He also served 
at churches in Port Huron and Brooklyn. His last 
charge in the Diocese was as the Rector of St. 
George’s Church, Detroit, which he resigned 
from due to ill health in 1913. Rev. Hall left his 
wife and one daughter when he died in 1920. 
He resided in Highland Park, Michigan, and was 
buried in Woodlawn Cemetery. 


St. John’s parish had been remarkably busy 
during these years. In addition to stabilizing their 
own parish, the congregation and rectors had 
been helping an established mission in Decatur 
as well. Sometimes outreach begins at home. 
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PANCAKE AND COFFEE SOCIABLE. 


The King’s Daughters of St. John’s Episcopal church gave a pancake and 
coffee sociable last evening at the residence of Mr. and Mrs. B. K. Durfee, 
332 West William street, which was largely attended. It was the farewell 


entertainment before Lent, and according to the old Anglo-Saxon 
custom on this occasion hot pancakes were served. An admission fee of 
ten cents was charged at the door and a neat sum for the benefit of the 
church was realized from this source, together with the sale of pancakes 


and coffee. During the evening the members of this society presented 


Tennyson's “Dream of Fair Women," ... 


The costumes were very pretty and appropriate, great taste and care 
having been taken in their manufacture. The presentation was most 
interesting and was highly appreciated by the large crowd present. 
After the completion of the program dancing until a late hour was 
enjoyed by the young folks present. 


The Decatur Daily Republican. February 19, 1890. 
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s St. John’s continued to grow, it began to 
Д additional ministries both inside 

and outside the church building. Under 
the auspices of Father Samuel D. Pulford, St. 
John's Parish founded a mission іп 1867. 
The “House of Prayer” was located 
one mile north of the city limits. 
Through the years, the mission 
often shared resources with St. 
John's. With scarce resources, 


lasting impression on the Decatur community. 
This area also included the “levee” that was 
a line of saloons located between Short and 
Front streets between Eldorado and Cerro 
Gordo streets. These growing industries 
in Decatur presented opportunities 
for established churches to 
provide outreach ministries and 

missions. 


“These Growing Industries 


а düulbüme rector for the In Decatur Presented In 1871, Col. and Mrs. Harris were 
Ве OF roach. Opportunities For Established active in the Baptist church in 

| Decatur and donated a lot оп 
The northern part of town, Churches To Provide East Eldorado Street for an area 
however, was not growing Outreach Ministries And to build a chapel. The building 
as rapidly as the eastern side. Misstons.” would be known as the “Rolling 


In 1870, the Decatur Rolling Mill 

Company was established between 

Jasper and East streets, north of Eldorado 

and south of the Baltimore & Ohio railroad 
tracks. The mills manufactured railroad iron 
and employed approximately 400 and left a 


Mill Chapel.” The reference to the 

Rolling Mill was a nod to the section 

of town where the chapel was located. The 
chapel initially cost approximately $2,500 to 
build and furnish. Through 1877, services were 
held at the chapel on the east side of Decatur. 
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The Rolling Mill closed in 1875 and the chapel 
stopped holding services in 1878, and the 
building itself was abandoned. 


Episcopal Bishop Seymour was adamant 
that Decatur could support more 
than one Episcopal Parish, and in 
1879, the Diocese of Springfield 
acquired the former Baptist 
Chapel and named it the 
“House of Prayer” mission. It is 


с 


"In 1879, The Diocese Of 


seat in the church was occupied, and the 
attendance of children at the Sunday School, 
held at 2:30 p.m, was quite large - larger than 
was expected." The cast of characters would 
be familiar to those from St. John's and 
included Rev. Walter H. Moore, who 
officiated the service and Miss 
Maude Burrows, who played the 
organ. Special guests included 

Rev. Mr. McPharen and General 

В. J. Oglesby. The opening song 


unknown if this mission was Springfield Acquired The was “Nearer, My God, to Thee.” 
related to the other “House Former Baptist Chapel And 
of Prayer” located north of Named tt The House of Gen. R. J. Oglesby, who would 


Decatur that was founded in 
1867. After refurbishment and 
updates by the Episcopalians, the 
first religious services were held on 
December 7th, 1879. In an article written 

in the Decatur Daily Republican on December 
8th, 1879, the paper notes that “every available 


Prayer’ Mission.” 


Nearer, My God, to Thee 


E 


1. Near - er, my God, to thee, near - er to thee! 
2.Though like the wan - der- er, the sun gone down, 
3. There let the мау ар-рса, steps ип - to heaven; 
4. Then, with my wak - ing thoughts bright with thy praise, 
- ful wing  cleav - ing the sky, 


ж 


5. Or if, on joy 


HH 


E'en though it à cross that rais - eth me, 
dark - ness be о - ver me, my rest a stone; 
all that thou send - est me, in mer- cy given: 
out of my ston- y griefs Beth - el ril raise; 
sun, moon, and stars for- got, up - ward I fly, 


still all ту song shall be, near- er, my God, to thee; 
yet in my dreams l'd be near- er, my God, to thee; 
an - gels to beck - on. me near - er, my God, to thee; 

by my woes to be near- er, my God, to thee; 
song shall be, near - er. my God, to thee; 


Т=Е= НЕЕ SS 


ту God, to thee, 


Se 


near - er to thee! 


WORDS: Sarah F. Adams, 1841 (Gen. 28:10-22) 


First Hymn Played At Grace Mission, 2020 


later be elected Governor of the 

State of Illinois, gave a wonderful 

address to those in attendance 

and recounted some of his advice 

for the attendees, his lessons from church, 

and features of the Bible. Gen. Oglesby shared 

his first experience at Sabbath School in Terre 
Haute, Indiana. 


The sermon Нот Rev. Moore lasted 
approximately twenty minutes and was noted 
as being suitable for such a celebration and 
occasion. After the service, it was the intention 
that Sunday School and Services would be held 
each Sunday. 


General Richard]. Oglesby, 1862 


MISSION WORK AT HOME 1867-1906 45 


GRACE MISSION FAIR AND SALE. 


The ladies of Grace Mission gave a fair and sale last evening 
in the Reeser building at the corner of East William and 
Water streets, which was well attended and a neat sum was 
realized from the sale of ice cream, cake and candies. The 
undertaking was a success in every particular and those 
present thoroughly enjoyed themselves. The different tables 
were in [the] charge of the following ladies: 


Fancy table - Mrs. William Anderson, Miss Mollie Shoemaker 
and Miss May Brown. 


Candy table - Misses Phebe Haag, Maud Sears, and Annie 
Brown. 


Apron table - Miss Ella McMasters. 
Doll table - Clara Brown. 


Ice cream table - Misses Mame Clark, Katie McDermott, 
Grace McMasters and Daisy Dodson. 


Mrs. Denton, ably assisted by a number of other ladies, was in 
charge of the supper table. 


The Decatur Daily Republican. April 12, 1890. 


For years, the House of Prayer had services, 
Christian education, baptisms, confirmations, 
and fund-raising activities. In later years, the 
rector of St. John’s was supposed to cover the 
mission as well, but rectors were often supply 
priests or ones who only lasted weeks or 
months. Poor records were kept about 
these individuals and it is nearly 
impossible to recover their names 

and histories. 


One example of a fund-raising 
event that was covered in 
the local newspaper was 
the “House of Prayer Oyster 
Supper.” The Decatur Daily 
Republican noted on January 
30, 1880 that: 


The ladies of the Union Guild of 

the House of Prayer on East Eldorado 

will give a grand oyster supper at church on 
Thursday evening, Jan. 29th, to which all are 
cordially invited. Admission free. Prices for 
refreshments reasonable. 


Bishop Seymour was not only involved in the 
initial purchase of the chapel but was personally 
invested throughout its history. He often visited 
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"Bishop Seymour Was Not 
Only Involved In The Initial 
Purchase Of The Chapel, But 
Was Personally Invested 
Throughout Its History.” 


GRACE MISSION. 
Each member of the Grace Mission (Episcopal) Sunday school 


was given a box of candies, an orange, a bunch of grapes and 
a book, and in addition to the above, special prizes were 
given to those who were especially active in selling tickets 


for the entertainment which was held at the Guild Hall last 
Wednesday evening. The gifts were distributed at 7 o'clock 
last evening. Santa Claus in the person of Charlie Denton, 
superintended the distribution. 


The Decatur Morning Herald. December 26, 1886. 


the chapel and advocated for its continued 
success. During one visit in 1884, the Bishop was 
asked to speak at the opera house. The venue 
was completely full, and attendees sat for over 
an hour to hear the Bishop discuss Acts 2:42. 
The local paper indicates that the sermon was 
wonderful and that “no synopsis could do it 
justice.” When describing the House of Prayer in 
December of 1884, Father Moore from St. John's 
reported that the parish had continued to grow 
and now had nearly sixty children in Sunday 
school. He asked St. John’s parish to remember 
the House of Prayer and suggested that gifts for 
the children’s Christmas tree would be in order. 


In addition to church-related functions, the 
House of Prayer also held many fantastic 
musical performances, including 
several operas. While some of 
these performances happened 
within the church, it was 
not uncommon that the 
parishioners held events at 
the opera house as well. One 
of many examples was the 
performance of "Little Red 
Riding Hood" that was arranged 
by the Ladies of the House of 
Prayer and held on May 28th, 1886 
at the Opera House. All proceeds 
from the event were used to pay off the 

debt on the building. 


In 1886, the House of Prayer was reorganized 
under the name, "Grace Mission." During 1887, 
the Bishop officially approved the organization 
of the Grace Mission and one class of 
confirmands is documented to have numbered 


ENTERTAINMENT AT GRACE MISSION. 


The children of Grace Mission Sunday school gave a most 
enjoyable entertainment in the Guild hall of the mission last 
evening. The hall was packed to the very doors, and nearly 
every number on the program was earnestly applauded. To 
Miss Mary Fridley is due much credit for the preparation 


and successful rendition of each number. Refreshments 
consisting of ice cream, strawberries and cake, were served 
under the supervision of Mrs. ). М. Rainey and Mrs. Phil 
Bury. The results of the entertainment will be a splendid help 
to the treasury. The work of the Episcopal church is attracting 
much attention to the eastern part of our city... 


The Decatur Daily Republican. June 14, 1892. 


six. Through the history of the chapel, members 
of St. John’s were also involved even though 
they were separate and distinct parishes. The 
Bishop often preached at Grace Mission during 
his visits to the city, and St. John’s rector held 
services regularly at the chapel on Sunday 
afternoons. 


In April of 1891, The Springfield Churchman noted 
that, “The parish branch of the Women’s Auxiliary 
has established а most successful 
sewing School at Grace Mission. The 

pupils are given all the garments 
they make, the ladies furnishing 
the materials... It being among 
the poor people of the eastern 
end of the city, the School is a 
great blessing to them.” 


Grace was not immune to 
similar struggles as St. John’s. 
On May Ist, 1896, at 1:00 A.M, a fire 
was noted at Grace Mission. The 
fire crews arrived to put the fire out 

before it spread to do much damage. 
Newspaper reports indicate that the fire was 
the work of an arsonist. 


It appears that by 1896, 25 years after it was 
founded, Grace Mission would require significant 
investment to keep the mission successful. 
Between 1895 and 1896, the mission closed for 
unknown reasons. In June of 1896, St. John's 
Church members decided to repair Grace 
Mission and ensure it was usable for services. 
Significant work included the replacement of 


(( 


“Through The History Of 
The Chapel, Members Of St. 
John’s Were Also Involved Even 
Though They Were Separate 
And Distinct Parishes.” 


THE NEW RECTOR. 


Rev. Bedford-Jones, who is to be the new rector of Grace 
Episcopal mission, is expected to arrive in this city one day this 
week from New York city. He has been one of the assistants to 
Rev. Townsend at All Angels church in that city. The mission 
is not yet ready for services, being now in the hands of the 
plasterers but it is expected to be in shape in about a week. 


Bishop Seymour has appointed, the following officers to 
Grace Episcopal Mission on East Eldorado street. Parish 
Warden, Chas. C. Leforgee; Secretary, В. Е Bobo; Treasurer, 
B. Winholtz. All persons who have subscribed and have not 
already paid will please do so at once to the treasurer, as the 
money is needed badly to pay for repairs 


The Herald-Despatch. July 1, 1896. 


the roof, painting, and new carpeting. 


The Rev. Dr. Smith DeLancey Townsend of All 
Angels' Church in New York came to preach 
at St. John's and stayed for several days. He 
became interested in reopening Grace Mission. 
He promised to match any funds that the 
local members pledged to give. Grace Mission 
was the first church where Father Townsend 
worked after entering the ministry. Rev. 
Frank. N. Atkin at St. John's would 
announce soon after that a total 
of $600 had been raised for 
Grace Mission repairs. More 
money would continue to 
be raised through multiple 
methods, including the guilds 
at St. John's and letters in the 
newspapers asking for those 
who had pledged to remit the 
actual money promised so that 
repairs could be completed. 


In July of 1896, Grace Mission had a new 
Rector, Rev. Bedford-Jones, who would later be 
the rector of St. John's. Father Bedford-Jones 
came from New York City. He was an assistant 
to Rev. Townsend at All Angels’ church in New 
York. Father Bedford-Jones' first sermon was 
based on the text from Hebrews 121-2, "Let 
us run with patience the race which is set 
before us." His intentions seemed to be both 
to congratulate the parish of reopening and to 
focus on the future. By September of 1896, the 
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IS ROOM FOR TWO 


BISHOP SEYMOUR TALKS OF THE TWO EPISCOPAL CHURCHES IN THIS CITY 


RITUAL A MATTER OF TASTE. 


With Either High or Low Church End 
Attained ls Same. 


The Rt. Rev. George F. Seymour, bishop of 
the Springfield diocese of the Episcopal 
church, made a visit to Decatur Tuesday 
and conducted services at All Angels’ 
church at night. He has been traveling over 
the diocese for the past twelve days visiting 
different churches previous to Easter and 
from this city he will go back to his home in 


Springfield. 
ROOM FOR TWO. 


In speaking of the church situation in this 
city Bishop Seymour said: “There isno reason 
why Decatur should not have two Episcopal 
churches. We have four in Springfield and 
they all thrive. 1 am told that the members 
of All Angels’ church talk of moving their 
building to some other part of the city. 1 am 
not well enough acquainted with all of the 
facts to speak intelligently, but 1 understand 
that the church as it stands now on East 
Eldorado street is in a community where 
people who belong to the German Lutheran 
and Roman Catholic church reside. 


“We do not wish to take anyone away from 
any other church. 1 am not in that kind of 
business and if there is not a good field for 
work where the church is now located it 
would be best to move it to some place where 
more good can be done for the people who 
are now without a church. 


"All Angels’ church and St. John’s church 
ought both be able to exist and thrive in 
this city and to get along separately without 
any strife between them.” 


It is generally understood that the services 
at All Angels’ church are of a nature 
known as being more ‘high church’ than 
the services at St. John’s church and in this 
connection Bishop Seymour said: 


MATTER OF TASTE. 


“The matter of a difference in ritual is all 


right. We have it so in Springfield and 1 
think it is a good thing. Different persons 
can suit their own tastes. 


“It is a matter of taste. All men wear coats 
and trousers, but some like their clothes a 
little more flashy and like to wear high colors 
while others prefer plain clothes. It is so in 
the church. Some want a high ritual and 
some a low ritual, but the purpose is all the 
same so let each man satisfy his own tastes 
in the matter. 


FATHER OF THEM ALL. 


“1 want no strife. All of the troubles of the 
churches of the diocese come to me and | 
try to prevent trouble. 1 do not know how 
the people here feel toward me. | feel kindly 
toward them anyway. You see 1 am the father 
or them all. Some fathers have sons who 
quarrel, but he must love them both and 
endeavor to make peace. So it is with me.” 


Bishop Seymours statement that he is 
father of them all is well borne out by his 
appearance. He is a fatherly appearing man 
and a most wonderful man for one of his 
age. He is past 70 years and works much 
harder than many younger men. As he is 
the head of the church for this diocese, all 
of the troubles of the different congregations 
fall upon him, so his cares are many. 


HARD TO GET AND KEEP. 


Bishop Seymour is one of the prominent 
bishops of the church. He is an eastern-man, 
yet even at his age he has the energy of a 
younger person. 


"Western push," said Bishop Seymour, “that 
is, what I like. All men are not as wise as they 
ought to be and 1 have a hard time getting 
good men for the ministry and a worse time 
keeping them. If they are especially good the 
richer eastern churches secure their services. 
1 really have difficulty in getting good men in 
the church. So many of them lack the push 
they ought to have. 


^W. J. Quinlan and myself bought All 


Angels’ mission many years ago and started 
it. Several ministers have made failures of 
the church, 1 hope that it now may succeed. 


Bishop Seymour is an especially eloquent 
man and his sermon at All Angels’ church 
Tuesday night was enjoyed. The rector, 
Rev. С. Taylor Griffith, held services at 7:30 
o'clock. The music was by a double quartet 
composed. of Mrs. Fred Stoner, Miss Lillian 
King, Miss Clara Phillips and Miss Florence 
Hatch, and Messrs. Carl Heiby, Charles Hoy, 
A. Lindamood and Asa Somerville. 


The ushers were]. B. Dinges, Dr. Fred Stoner, 
Edwin Haines, Arthur Hartley, Edgar 
Quinlan and Herbert Howes. 


Some time ago the friends of Rev. G. Taylor 
Griffith made him a present of a handsome 
silver communion service to be used when 
visiting the sick. As a part of the ceremony 
last night this communion service was 
solemnly blessed by Bishop Seymour. 


During his stay in the city Bishop Seymour 
was a guest at the home of W.J. Quinlan. 


Bishop George Franklin 
Seymour, 1906 


name of the Grace Mission had once again 
changed, this time to “All Angels’ Church.” While 
no records exist that explain this change, it is 
not difficult to assume that this was a nod to 
both Rev. Dr. Smith DeLancey Townsend and 
Rev. Bedford-Jones who both had come from 
All Angels’ Church in New York City with a vision 
to reinvigorate the Grace Mission. 


The relationship between St. John’s and the 
Episcopal mission in Decatur was always 
tenuous. An article appeared in the Decatur Daily 
Review in November of 1896 that was written to 
ensure that the community was aware of the 
separation between St John’s and All Angels’. A 
later newspaper article indicated that the funds 
raised from St John’s were given to All Angels’ 
purely as a loan and that All Angels’ Church 
had to repay the funds with interest. Although 
the churches saw themselves as separate 
entities, it is safe to assume that many in the 
city assumed they were one and the same. 


THE ARTICLE INDICATED THAT ALL ANGEL’S: 


• Was not a mission of St. John's 


e Was grateful to the people of St John's for 
the money to fix the mission building 


e Would be admitted to the Diocese of 
Springfield as separate and distinct 


In April 1903, Bishop Seymour wrote an extensive 
article in the Decatur Herald that was titled "Is 
Room for Two". Bishop Seymour mentions: 


Г am told that the members of All Angels’ 
church talk of moving their building to 
some other part of the city. | am not well 
enough acquainted with all of the facts to 
speak intelligently.. W. J. Quinlan and myself 
bought All Angels’ mission many years ago 
and started it. Several ministers have made 
failures of the church, but I hope that it now 
may succeed. 


Unfortunately, Bishop Seymour was incorrect 
that the mission would succeed. The final written 
information about a service at All Angels was on 
June 5th, 1904 and indicated that communion 


would be held at 815 A.M, Sunday school at 9:30 
АМ, and Vespers at 4 P.M. 


By February 4th, 1905, Father Aubrey F Todrig 
who had been rector of All Angels had been 
reassigned to work at Carlinville and Elkhart, IL. 
At that time, the following message appeared 
in The Daily Review: "There will be no new 
rector sent to All Angels' at present. The church 
property on East Eldorado street is offered for 
sale, and if it is disposed of the church will be 
moved to a different part of town." 


Finally, in April of 1905, a local saloon keeper, 
John Ryan purchased the All Angels’ building 
from Bishop Seymour for $1500. The new owner 
had plans to build houses on the site near the 
old chapel. There were also plans to move to 
the chapel to a different area of the lot. 


(C 


"On June 6th, 1905, The Final 
Chapter Of All Angel's Church 
Building Was Realized." 


On June 6th, 1905, the final chapter of All Angels’ 
Church building was realized. Workers were 
preparing to move the building to another 
part of the lot on a new foundation. During 
the move, a large gust of wind picked up the 
structure and then sent it crashing back down. 
The wooden structure was so thoroughly 
damaged that it was demolished immediately. 
It was undoubtedly a very sorrowful day when 
parishioners viewed all of their work go up in 
a literal puff of smoke. Bishop Seymour, the 
most ardent of supporter of All Angels’ and the 
concept of a mission in Decatur would die on 
December 8th, 1906. Another Episcopal mission 
would not be attempted in Decatur for nearly 
75 years and never would one be as successful 
as All Angels’. 


MISSION WORK AT HOME 1867-1906 49 
араа 


All Angels’ Church After The Blow, 1905 


CHURCH TUMBLES WITH THREE INSIDE 


CUPOLA GIVES E. SHOEMAKER CLOSE CALL. 


NO ONE WAS HURT. 


ALL ANGELS’ WILL NOW BE TORN 
TO PIECES. 


The old All Angels’ Church building 
collapsed Tuesday afternoon while being 
moved to a new foundation several lots 
distant from the old one. Three men 
working inside the building at the time 
got off with only slight bruises. 


NARROW ESCAPE. 


A still narrower escape was that of the 
contractor Ernest Shoemaker who was 
on the outside. When the building fell 
the cupola (knocked) me down with a 
crash and fell within six inches of Mr. 
Shoemaker. That not one of the four 
men received any worse injuries than 
slight scratches and minor bruises seems 
almost incredible when one sees how 
complete the wreck was. 


The old church and the ground were 
recently bought by John Ryan who 
determined to move the church farther 
east on the lot and turn it into a dwelling. 
The old guild hall which formed sort 
of an L to the main building had been 
torn away and the main building was 
removed bodily. It was over the new 
foundation when the incident occurred 
and the workmen were preparing to 
lower it to the wall. 


THE COLLAPSE. 


At about — one o'clock Mr. Shoemaker 
says while three of the men were working 
inside and he himself was in the act of 
picking up something from the spot on 
which the cupola a moment later fell, a 
puff of wind lifted the structure bodily 
and it came down with a crash, A 
cloud of dust arose and for some time 


it was impossible to tell the extent of the 
disaster. He feared the worst for the men 
inside and it was hard to realize that he 
himself was unhurt. 


COMPLETE WRECK. 


The wreck of the building is so complete 
that all idea of raising it was abandoned 
and Wednesday morning the work of 
tearing it away was commenced. The 
material may be used for the proposed 
dwelling which will be a practically new 
structure instead of a remodeled old one. 


BIRDS’ NESTS. 


The collapse of the old building revealed 
something like half a ton of birds’ nests 
in the attic and these will of course not 
form any part of the new building. 
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ith the growth in both the congregation 
Wes the community, 1889 marked 

a decided change at St. John’s, as 
parishioners began to talk about building a 
new worship structure. Two laymen purchased 
severallots at the corner of Church and Eldorado 
Streets for $5,000. They promised to 
sell the property to the Vestry at 
cost when the congregation was 
ready to erect a new facility. 
The growing membership 
had already required the 
purchase of fifty prayer 
books, fifty hymnals, and a 
chest for keeping supplies for 
communion. 


The years 1889 to 1893 were very 

busy for St. John’s congregation. 

The parishioners were enthusiastically 

making plans for building a new church 
edifice. Part of the excitement was undoubtedly 
driven by having a new leader as Montgomery 
Moore Goodwin became rector in 1889. The call 
to St. John's had been unsolicited by Goodwin. 


Goodwin was born in 1855 in New York. He 
continued the legacy of family ministry as both 


Rev. Montgomery M. Goodwin, Undated 
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“The New Rector Set Into 
Action A Plan To Build A New 
Church Building.” 


his father and grandfather were Methodist 
clergymen. Rev. Goodwin had earned Bachelor's 
Degrees from Syracuse University and Harvard. 
He later earned his Divinity Degree from 
Cambridge Divinity School. Rev. Goodwin came 
to St. John’s from Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
in Norwich, New York, where he had been 

rector for five years. Emmanuel had 

been his first charge as a rector. 


He had great success there as 
he erased a $16,000 debt and 
watched over the building of 
a new stone church. He had 
been very popular with both 
his parish and the community. 


His arrival іп 1889 had 
encouraged everyone to think 
about the possibility of a new church. 


March 12th, 1889, would prove to be a turning 
point in St. John’s history. While there had 
undoubtedly been discussions that the wooden 
church was too small going forward, the new 
rector set into action a plan to build a new 
church building. 


The Herald reported: 


At the close of his sermon on Sunday 
morning, Rev. M. M. Goodwin, rector of St. 
John’s Episcopal Church, stated that he 
believed the Episcopalians of Decatur should 
have а better and more commodious 
church building in which to worship, and 
gave notice to his congregation that he 
would set aside the Easter offering as the 
commencement of a fund for a new church. 
The friends of St. John’s parish would like to 
see the movement carried to a successful 
issue. 


St. Martha's Guild of churchwomen organized 
the Easter offertory and the proceeds of $620.76 
were to be saved for a new building. 


Rev. Goodwin did not stop with the Easter 
offering but continued to champion the cause 
of building a new church. He sent a special letter 
to members of the parish on April 12th, 1889. 


The women developed several other ways to 


LETTER TO THE PARISH FROM REV. M. M. GOODWIN, APRIL 12, 1889. 


Dear Friend, 


Soon we shall celebrate the great festival of Easter. The day which is not 
on ly an answer to the dearest wish of human heart; it is the day which 
fulfilled the most exalted promise of the Bible and crowned the life of 
every child ор God with immortality and eternal life. 


Could a better day than Easter be chosen by you for the making of an 
offering to God, for the presentation ofa gift which will be a worthy symbol 
of your thankfulness for His unspeakab le love revealed in His dear Son! 


The Easter offering of St. John’s church this year is to be set apart for a 


new church building. We greatly need a new parish church. 
hurch building. We greatly need a new parish church 


The present edifice is too small, much too small, and each Lord’s Day 
men and women who seek to worship with us are not permitted to do so, 
the church being already filled to repletion. Again, the poor ventilation 
and need of repairs demand an expenditure which it would not be wise 
to make on the present church building. 


The opportunity ‘for advancing the cause of Christ and building a Holy 


Temple suitable for His worship and praise is now given us and unless 


The Herald-Despatch. April 13, 1889. 


make money as well. The Living Church reported 
on May 4th, 1889: 


Encouraging reports are given of the progress 
of St. John’s Parish under Father M. M. Goodwin 
who entered upon his work last January. One 
very interesting and novel enterprise of 
the ladies.. a Saturday Market’ in 

a room near the Church where 

is kept for sale everything 
that is needed for a Sunday 
dinner, bread, cakes, salads, 
desserts, confectionery etc. 
During the week the orders 
are received and assigned 

to experts of the Guild, 
who furnish a really good 
article for a very low price. It 
is impossible for the Guild to fill 
all the orders received for 'home- 
made’ bread. 


Regrettably, during this exciting time, St. John's 
still had to contend with outside influences. In 
1889, The Living Church reported that "The Rector 
of St. John's Church has met with a serious loss 
in the theft by burglars, of property and money 


*On December 18th, 
1889, Goodwin Conducted 
A Massive Funeral For A Long 
Time Parishioner, William 
M. Boyd, Who Had Died 
Suddenly Of A Cerebral 


Hemorrhage." 
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it is seized and improved, the work of the parish will be sore ly hurt and 


hindered. 


We build, adorn and beautify our own houses in order that they may 
be pleasing and acceptable dwellings for our families and ourselves. 
Should we not show our thankfulness to “the Giver of every good and 
perfect gift” by building a house to God's glory and honor, pleasing and 
acceptable to Him? 


15 there not a want of congruity between what we do for God and what 
we do for ourselves? 


God grant that His children may realize their privilege and upon the 
feast of the resurrection make an offering to God which will resound to 
His glory and to the advancement of His cause and kingdom in this city 
and diocese. 


Sincerely your friend, 
M. M. Goodwin, Rector. 


to the value of nearly one thousand dollars. 

Many of the articles stolen were highly prized 

gifts Everyone in the church was struggling 

to provide money for the new building, and 

this event was an unfortunate setback. Once 

again, St. John's rose above daily problems and 
concentrated on the future. 


Although he hadlost many valuables 
through a burglary, Rev. Goodwin 
was quickly becoming respected 
by the Decatur community and 
many auspicious organizations. 
He was a prominent Thirty- 
three Degree Mason and 
involved with the Beaumanoir 
Commandery of the Knights 
Templar. He also was a member 
of the Standing Committee of the 
Diocese. 


On December 18th, 1889, Goodwin conducted 
a massive funeral for a long time parishioner, 
William M. Boyd, who had died suddenly of 
d cerebral hemorrhage. The Daily Decatur 
Despatch reported that St. John's was “filled 
to overflowing with friends and business 
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associates.” After the funeral exercises at the 
churchhadconcluded,a procession was formed 
and proceeded to Greenwood Cemetery. It 
was headed by Goodman's band in uniform, 
and about fifty members of Beaumanoir 
Commandery No. 9, Knights Templar, of which 
the deceased was a member. Then, the 
impressive Masonic burial service 
was performed at the grave in 
Greenwood Cemetery. 


In February of 1890, a new 


с 


as а lay order, іп New York City, by a group of 
women who wanted to implement the vows 
they took at confirmation. These members 
pledged themselves to a life-long program of 
prayer, service, and evangelism. They dedicated 
their lives to the spread of Christ’s Kingdom 
and the strengthening of their parishes’ 
spiritual life. Little documentation has 
been found on this particular St. 
John’s order, but the group was 
mentioned by name in several 


| des th contemporary newspaper 
men's organization, e р articles: 
Brothernood of St. Andrew, Noted Architect Henry F. 
known as St. John's Chapter Starbuck Submitted Plans, On Easter Sunday of 1890, 
No. 381, was established with And They Were Selected By another offertory for the 
six charter members. Although The Church.” proposed new church of about 


the organization was formed to 

fill a social need for the parish, it 

primarily met on Sunday afternoons 

for Bible Study. Mr. J. Bering Burrows was 

the first leader. At that time, the Brotherhood of 
St. Andrew was one of the most vital modern 
organizations of laymen in the Episcopal 
Church. Members studied the gospel, met to 
exchange ideas about the gospel's influence 
upon the church, and often assisted rectors 
of the parish. Some Decatur residents were 
surprised when the Brotherhood voted to allow 
women to attend some of their meetings and 
to allow smoking during the meetings. 


In his March of 1890 visit, Bishop Seymour 
praised the parish for its growth and noted in 
his personal visitation record: 


We rejoice to see so many; we would that it 
were always so in every parish and mission. 
The need for a new church is demonstrated 
by the fact that the structure will not hold the 
congregation, much less the strangers who 
seek admission. 


The 1889 Decatur City Directory recorded that 
St. John's was holding three Sunday services, 
7:00 А.М. 11:00 А.М, and 7:30 P.M. in an attempt to 
give everyone who wanted to come a chance 
to attend. The Bishop also blessed the alms 
basin presented by St. John’s Daughters of the 
King Chapter. 


The Daughters of the King was founded in 1885 
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$700.00 was collected. Plans 

were then made to buy the lot at 

the northeast corner of Eldorado and 

Church Streets from the two parishioners 

who had held it for the new building. The 

decision to build was made shortly after the 

Bishop's visit, and construction was planned to 
begin in late 1890. 


Noted architect Henry F. Starbuck submitted 
plans, and they were selected by the church. His 
proposal combined early English and Decorated 
Gothic styles. It was to follow traditional basilica 
lines that included a chancel in the east, 
ambulatory, south porch, baptistery at the 
church entrance, and clerestory. The Springfield 
Churchman summed up the proposed building 
by stating, "It will be seen that the building is 
of Gothic design, combining some features of 
the Early English with others of the Decorated 
period, avoiding the simplicity of one, and yet 


A NECESSARY PRECAUTION. 

The choir boys of the Episcopal church are going into camp 
for two weeks about the middle of August. They will be 
accompanied by M. M. Goodwin and R. W. Chilson. This thing 
of going into camp is always fraught with danger. There is no 


knowing at what hour the Paynim hosts may swoop down like 
a wolf on the fold and wreak ruthless slaughter among the 
defenders of the faith. With a consciousness of the impending 
danger, the boys have had their pictures taken - twenty-five of 
them in a group - for the “loved ones at home.” 


The Decatur Daily Despatch. July 31, 1889. 


BURGLARS ABOUT. 


Between 1 and 2 oclock on Wednesday morning burglars entered the 
residence of Rev. M. M. Goodwin, No. 421 North. College street. They 
effected an entrance by raising the sash and the screen of the window 
on the front porch. They went directly to the family bed chamber, 
took away Мк Goodwin's trousers and vest and Mrs. Goodwin's jewel 
casket. They rifled the pockets of the clothing at the top of the stairs, 
but took the jewel casket down stairs and burned paper to give them 
light while they rifled the jewel casket and ransacked the drawers of 
a bureau. The time of the burglary is located by neighbors who heard 
the window fall after the burglars had made their exit. The members 
of the family were sound asleep and knew nothing of the burglary 
until yesterday morning. The thieves made a rich haul in this instance, 
the value of articles stolen being between $600 and $700. 


For the purpose of possible identification of the articles hereafter we 
print the list of articles stolen and a description of them as follows: 
Gold hunting case watch, with neck chain, Knights Templar jewel 
(Maltese cross) attached. The watch on the face side is marked with 
monogram “М. М. С.”; on the other side with cross and crown; Elgin 
movement. The Knights Templar jewel contained the baby’s picture. 


The Maltese cross is marked on the edge,“M. M. Goodwin, Norwich, 


The Decatur Morning Herald. September 5, 1889. 


Architect Henry F. Starbuck, Undated 
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Comil’y 46.” The center of the Keystone was marked with Greek letters. 
“Psi Upsilon,” in monogram. One hunting case silver watch; one gold 
ring with emerald and diamond setting; one large gold ring with 
cameo setting, head of Christ, marked inside very indistinctly, “Mont 
M. Goodwin:” one set of jewelry, rubies and pearls, (round breastpin, 
large;) one gold baby’s bar pin; two baby rings of gold, one set with 
turquoise stone, the other with a ruby; two gold crosses one Roman 
gold; one gold thimble marked “Roxy;” one pair of earrings, maple 
leaf with diamond settings; something more than $100 in currency, 
mostly in $10 bills; one gold ring, one gold pin set with rubies; one 
Psi Upsilon college pin, diamond in shape, set with pearls, lettered on 
back “М. М. Goodwin;” one pair gentleman's gold cuff buttons with 
diamond settings; one gold collar button set with diamond; one plain 


gold ring. 


A reward of $100 has been offered for the restoration of the property, 
and a proportionate amount for the restoration of portions of it. The 
loss is quite a severe one to the good rector and his family who thus 
find themselves bereft of many valuables which were prized most 
highly as gifts. 1t is hoped that some clue may yet develop which will 
lead to the arrest of the thieves. 


not embodying the elaborate details of the 
other.” It was to be constructed of Wisconsin 


and lowan red sandstone. 


Architect Н. Е. Starbuck was born of Portuguese 


ancestry in Nantucket, Massachusetts, 


on 


March Ist, 1850. He completed his education 


THE NEW EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Rev. M. M. Goodwin, Lowber Burrows, W. B. Chambers, B. 
Ҡ. Durfee and J. R. Race, of the building committee of the 
Episcopal church, met yesterday afternoon to consider the bids 
for building the church. From the bids presented it is evident 
that the new church will cost about $22,000. Owing to the fact 
that the kind of stone to be used has not yet been determined 


upon, none of the bids were accepted. J. К. Warren, who is now 
in Chicago, will be joined by Rev. Goodwin on Thursday and 
they will inspect several churches there with a view to giving 


the building committee further information as to the stone 
which may be used. The letting of the contract for building is 
therefore to be deferred for some time. 


The Morning Herald-Despatch. August 6, 1890. 
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in Boston and had an apprenticeship under 
Harvard-educated Architect Abel C. Martin. 
Later, Starbuck moved to Chicago, where 
he specialized іп engineering projects 
incorporating refrigeration and heavy 
machinery. In 1886, Starbuck 

returned to the practice of 
architecture with offices іп 

Chicago's Ashland Block. 


St. John's design was only one 


с 


In June of 1890, it was reported by the 
Decatur Weekly Republican that the St. John’s 
congregation would soon break ground for 
their new building. The Vestry decided by 
а unanimous vote to purchase the 
Condell lot at the corner of West 

Eldorado and Church streets 

for the new church site. The 

lot measured 93 x 134 1/2 feet 

and faced west. It was touted 


“ іп local newspapers as опе 
of Starbucks projects at this Starbuck Would Go On To of the last . corner lots 
time. While he was planning Design Dozens Of Buildings available in the city. Other 
St. John’s, he was designing Across The Country.” churches in the city had 


Trinity Parish Church in Seattle, 

Washington; Trinity Episcopal 

Church in Michigan City, Indiana; 

and First Presbyterian Church, only a 

few blocks away from St. John’s in Decatur, 
Illinois. Starbuck would go on to design dozens 
of buildings across the country. Many of his 
buildings still stand, and several have been 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 


considered purchasing the lot 

for their new buildings, including 

the First Congregational Church 

which would soon erect a building 
directly across Church street from St. John's. 
The lot held two existing structures that were 
cleared to make way for the new church. St. 
John's continued to hold the North Water 
church property and story-and-a-half house 
for business purposes. The existing 


property on Water Street was 
valuable and would soon be sold at 
auction. 


It was proposed that the new stone 
church would cost about $30,000 
and have a seating capacity of 400 
to 500. The Vestry decided to move 
the old wooden church to the new 
lot and use it for a lecture room and 
Sunday school. 


The contract for building the new 
stone church was awarded to R. G. 
Young, of Michigan City, Indiana. 
The contract price was in the 
neighborhood of $20,000. In addition, 
Mr. Young would be finishing the 
woodwork of the nearby Presbyterian 
Church. Mr. Young, his two sons, and 
their families moved to Decatur 
until the work was finished. It was 
expected that the building would be 


ST. JOHNS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
DECATUR, ILL. 


enclosed by winter. 


Drawing Of Church To Be Built, 1890 
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On September 23rd, 1890, the 
cornerstone was laid on the grand 


new church's foundation. The rector, Rev. M. 
M. Goodwin, had carefully planned all the 
arrangements for the ceremony. The services 
were conducted according to the Episcopal 
Church's rites and were directed by the Right 
Rev. George F. Seymour, Bishop of the Diocese. 
Several rectors of neighboring parishes and 
the vested boys’ choir of St. John’s assisted 
him. Surpliced choirs were unique when the 
cornerstone was laid; in fact, few existed in the 
diocese at this time. 


(( 


"On September 23rd, 1890, 
The Cornerstone Was Laid On 
The Grand New Church's 
Foundation.” 


Mrs. Philbrook, church historian, reported in the 
1899 History of St. John's: 


A temporary floor had been laid over the 
joists, which were already in place. Seats 
were provided for a great many, while others 
stood. A number of carriages were drawn up 
in easy hearing distance. 


Bishop Seymour's Synod Visitation Journal of 
1890 reflects: 


The laying of the cornerstone of the new St. 
John's Church at 12:00 o'clock noon. The day 
was all that could be desired for the occasion, 
in sky and temperature; the attendance was 
large and included many of the best people 
of the city. The music was rendered by a 
surpliced choir and the cornerstone laying 
was in every way satisfactory. 


Newspapers reported that the choirboys, 
wardens, rectors, and the Bishop paraded 
south down Church Street and paused at the 
corner of Eldorado Street right at noon. Then 
services began as the congregation sang the 


Processional. A copper box was prepared for 
safekeeping in the cornerstone. 


KEEPSAKES INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING: 
Bible 

Prayer Book and hymnal 

Journal of 1889 Synod 

Digest of the cannons 

1890 Church Almanac 

The Churchman 


The Living Church 


City papers 


The Diocesan paper 


Autographs of contributors 


Autographs of church friends 


The service used 
• А history of the parish to date 


St. John's Cornerstone, 2005 


During the solemn ceremony, the Bishop placed 
mortar over the box as the cornerstone was 
put into place. He took a mallet, raised it, and 
repeated the words, "In the name of the Father, 
and the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, Amen." Then 
he gave the stone three blows and continued, 


| lay the cornerstone of an edifice to be here 
erected by the name of St. John's Church, to 
be devoted to the service of Almighty God, 
according to the doctrine, discipline, and 
worship of the Holy Catholic Church in these 
United States of America. Other foundation 
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1890 3D Sketches Of Wooden Church Moved To Site With Bacon House Waiting Incorporation, 2021 
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1890 3D Renderings Of Wooden Church Moved To Site With Bacon House Waiting Incorporation, 2021 
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FATHER]. M. C. FULTON, D. D. CORNERSTONE CEREMONY CLOSING THOUGHTS, 1890 


"And as а parting word, when your beautiful church is finished, and 

the Bishop consecrates it to the exclusive service of Almighty God, and 

the tribes come up hither, and the seats are crowded and singing is 

attractive, and the service is stately and grand, again, 1 say, ‘look not 

at the th ings which are seen.’ A church or a congregation ts not always 
8 5168 

successful, though it seems, and is often proclaimed so to be. 


“You may have this completed church crowded to its very roof and 
multitudes of communicants about its altar. You may have a church 
of which men will speak in terms of unhesitating approval and upon 
whose clergy and people prelates may smile and which the rich and 
great may patronize, and yet it may be a church over which angels 
may weep, and the heart of Jesus be saddened. How, you say, could 
this be true? It would be true if you were caught in the drift of popular 
opinion, it would be true if you were captured with ‘the seen,’ it would 


Selection From The St. John’s 1899 History 


can no man lay than that which is laid, even 
Jesus Christ, who is God over all, blessed 
forevermore, in whom we have redemption 
through His blood, even the forgiveness of 
sins. Amen 


Gloria in Excelsis was then chanted, and the 
Bishop introduced Father J. M. C. Fulton, D. D, 
of Jacksonville, a friend of Father Goodwin. He 
made the address and closed with inspirational 
words for the new building. 


The Bishop then spoke. After 
thanking Dr. Fulton for his kind 
words, he suggested that Fulton 
be the principal speaker at the 
church's future consecration. 


While construction оп the 
new parish continued, local 
and world events continued 
to march forward. On October 
16th, 1890, George Richard Bacon, 
the only son of well-known Decatur 

residents, Captain and Mrs. Bacon, 

died from a brief fight with pneumonia. The 
Bacon family lived next door to the ongoing 
construction of the new church at 130 W. 
Eldorado. They attended First Congregational 
Church across Church Street from St. John’s. 
Later, St. John’s would purchase the Bacon 
family home and use the house as a rectory 
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“The Old Wooden Chapel Was 
Still The Heart Of St. John's As 
It Had Been For Thirty Years.” 
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be true if all these things were used as ends and instead of means. lt 
would be true if there were no deep spiritual work done here if you 
never heard of sinners being converted and of penitents growing up 
in the beauty of sanctity. Only will there be joy in the presence of the 
angels, as the ‘unseen’ is more to you that the ‘seen, as the faith once 
delivered to the saints’ links your souls to God with more than hooks 
of steel. As you are loyal to your Divine Head, faithful to his body, 
the Church diligent in the use of all that stimulates spirituality and 
have the consciousness that ‘underneath are the everlasting arms, the 
precious corner-stone, he that believeth in the scriptural, the apostolic, 
the catholic and the historic sense of the Church's credenda shall not 
make haste. May God give you all a rest today upon the ‘chief corner- 


И] 


stone,’ the ‘sure foundation. 


and office. 


While the new church captivated the 
parishioners’ energies, the old wooden chapel 
was still the heart of St. John's as it had been 
for thirty years. On November 22nd, 1890, the 
wooden church was moved to the site of the 
stone church. R. J. Roberts moved the rear 
portion of St. John's Episcopal Church to the 
back of the new lot on the corner of Church 
and Eldorado streets. He then moved 
the central part of the building the 
next day. Later accounts recall 
that when the building was 
moved onto the new location, 
it was placed securely on 
top of an old tree stump for 
support. Except for one week 
during that November, the 
congregation met in the newly 
moved wooden building as 
the parish continued to prepare 
the new church next door. The old 
building was actually incorporated into 
the original architectural plans by Mr. Starbuck 
and served as the new east wall. 


Once relocated to Eldorado Street, the wooden 
chapel was repaired, re-carpeted, and 
repainted through the generosity of Mrs. Lowber 
Burrows. Folding doors were later added in the 
ambulatory between the new and old buildings 


to facilitate movement between them. 


An anonymous diocesan historian summed up 
the congregation's feelings thus: 


The building ..stood on North Water Street 
and in time a rectory was built just north of it. 
For over 30 years it was the center of Parish 
life, where were administered baptisms, 
confirmation, and communions, weddings 
and funerals, according to the Rites and 
Ceremonies by which the Prayer Book puts 
those who use it into touch with the dignity 
and beauty and strength of the Holy Catholic 
Church throughout the world. 


Building а new church of such magnitude 
was indeed an act of faith by the 288 
communicants. The diocese, and parishioners 
of St. John’s, shared great enthusiasm about 
the construction. A diocesan paper of the 
time reflected, “This handsome building, when 
completed, will be a great credit to St. John’s 
Parish, its present Rector and the faithful clergy 
who have labored there in the past, and an 
honor to the Diocese.” 


St. John’s flourished at a time when other 
Episcopal Churches were in dire straits in 
Central Illinois. A report submitted by Bishop of 
Springfield, George F. Seymour, on September 
Ath, 1891, reflected the Diocese of Springfield's 
condition. It was subtitled, A Plain Statement, 
which rather eloquently foreshadowed 

the actual report. Several important 
facts were given that show what 
an act of faith the St. John's 
building project was. 


In 1891, the Diocese of 
Springfield covered sixty of 
the one hundred and two 
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“This Handsome 
Building, When Completed, 
Will Be A Great Credit To St. 

John’s Parish, Its Present Rector 


A SAD DEATH - “NEIGHBORHOOD CHILD 
GEORGE BACON DIES’. 


George Richard Bacon, the only son of Captain and Mrs. G. 
R. Bacon, died at half-past seven o'clock yesterday morning, 
October 16, at the family residence, 130 West Eldorado 
street, after a brief illness of pneumonia. He was but eight 
years and one month old. His death was a terrible blow to 
his parents. In his little life were centered all their joys and 
hopes. Richard Bacon was an exceedingly bright boy, with 
marked intellectual ability for one so young. He had always 
been a fragile little fellow, and into the few years of life allowed 
him there had been crowded a great deal of sickness which he 
bore with more fortitude than many persons of older years. 
From his infancy his health has been guarded with jealous 
care, and while his frail little constitution was only too well 
known, his parents believed that advancing years would 
carry him beyond the crisis and he would become a robust, 
healthy boy. He loved his companions and outdoor sports 
with all the fervor of childhood, but possessed such a manly 
little character that impressed all that he was an unusual 


child. His death was sudden, his illness having been of but 


few days duration. A wide circle of acquaintances sympathize 
with the afflicted parents. The funeral will take place from the 
residence on Saturday afternoon at 3 o'clock. 


The Morning Herald-Despatch. October 17, 1890. 


Protestant Episcopal Church was practically 
unknown in these parts of the nation. He felt that 
“ignorance, prejudice, and active opposition are 
everywhere to be overcome.” Bishop Seymour 
suggested that many wealthy persons did not 
stay in Central Illinois, but chose to move out 
West. He then pointed out that this 
continual emigration to the West 
meant that the local Protestant 
Episcopal Churches lost many 
members. St. John’s was no 
different in this respect. The 
average yearly number of 
confirmands was thirteen, but 
the increase in the number of 


counties, which X included And The Faithful Clergy communicants was only about 
nearly three-fifths of the State. Who Have Labored seven. 
The population was about one There..." 


and three-quarters million, and 

the occupation was mainly that of 
agriculture and fruit raising. No large cities 
existed in the area. Decatur was the third 
largest community in the Diocese, with 18,000 
residents. Bishop Seymour related that the 


Bishop Seymour believed that the 

entire diocese could almost be thought 

of as being in a missionary status. As a result 

of the great size of the land area, the small 
numbers of people, the meager resources of 
many of the supporting members in this area, 
and the problem of ministering to a group that 
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 


As it will Appear When Completed, Together With A Ground Plan 
Of The Work. 


The [plan] furnished by Architect H. Е Starbuck, presents to the 
reader an excellent illustration of St. John’s new Episcopal church, as 
it will appear when completed, together with a ground plan of the 
work. The church is located at the corner of Eldorado and Church 
streets, and the work of construction is now under way. The intention 
is to have the building completed and ready for dedication on Easter 
Sunday next, just two years from the inception of undertaking. 


The church is to be of Darlington red sandstone and in all its 
appointments it will be one of the handsomest in the state. It is 
built according to the best ecclesiastical traditions and thoroughly 
churchly. Soon after Rev. M. M. Goodwin, the present rector, accepted 
the pastorate of St. John's church he began to vigorously push the new 
church project. The rapid growth of the congregation demanded a 
much larger church building and one more in harmony with the 
wealth and position of its members. The offering made upon Easter 
Day 1889, amounting to almost a thousand dollars, furnished the 
nucleus for the church fund. Determination and earnest effort soon 
made the success of the undertaking an assured fact. Both rector and 
people are to be congratulated on the splendid condition of the parish 
and the happy prospect which the future offers them. More members 
have been added to the church during the past year than during 
many years of its history. The bishop has visited the parish three times 
for the purpose of confirming classes presented by Rev. Mr. Goodwin. 


The building is designed in early English Gothic of the period known 
as the transition, although modified, as all such designs must be to 
suit the demands of a modern American congregation, and material 


The Herald-Despatch. August 30, 1890. 


was continually on the move, the growth of the 
church was jeopardized. On the positive 

side, he favorably reported that the 
church population had increased 
three-fold since becoming a 
diocese іп 1876. Seymour's 
treatise on the state of the 
diocese was the prelude to the 
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“Ти 1891, The North Water 


which is to be used. The main body of the church has a nave 27 feet 
wide with aisles 9 feet 6 inches wide, making an entire width of 45 
feet inside. 


The clerestory is carried on iron columns of an ornamental pattern, 
with carved caps and bases, and the entire roof is finished in oak open 
timber work and panelled. In the eastern end of the nave, which is 
45x60 feet, is the choir and chancel, 26x28 feet, separated from the 
church by an oak rood screen and ornamental chancel arch. Within 
this are the choir seats, the prayer desks, and lectern and altar. The 
chancel is lighted by an arcade of twenty-one windows at the height 
of the clerestory, which is extended around it. 


The organ chamber is on the left and behind this is the choir room, 
which has a separate entrance. 


From the choir тоот a passage, ambulatory, leads around the chancel 
to the south porch, from which opens the clergy vestry, which is large 
and commodious, 18x20 feet and will be used as a study. This passage 
also connects with the chapel in the rear which for the present will 
be the old church moved to this place. In front a churchly feature 
is a separate chapel for baptism, which with a porch on each side 
enriches and completes the facade. The tower which rises to a height 
of seventy-five feet in stone is surmounted with a slate roof and at 
its apex is a copper cross, 100 feet from the ground. The floor of the 
interior will be of hard wood with tile in the porches and tower, and 
the windows will be filled with rich stained glass memorials, many of 
which are already engaged. The site is an ecclesiastical one, being in 
accordance with the traditional location of churches and the design 
has been carefully studied to make it thoroughly in harmony with this 
arrangement. 


at auction to help pay for the new church 


building. The sale of all property 
totaled $20,531.22. Parishioner 
Lowber Burrows ended up 


purchasing several of the lots 
for his businesses. The public 
auction that was held 
provided ап opportunity 


reason for closing missions Street Lots Where The Old for Burrows to bid on the 

that were not doing well. He properties himself to help 

felt nothing else could be м ensure that St. John’s 
uction... 


done to help the situation, and 
soon after, several missions were 
closed. 


In 1891, the North Water Street lots 
where the old church had stood were sold 
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received the best amount of 

compensation for the lots, as 

they planned for the church's 
future and its finances. 


The new stone church finally opened during 
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1892 and was consecrated on Tuesday, April 
19th. This event marked a time of rebirth for 
St. John’s and led the church into a period 


that saw tremendous growth. 


The parishioners had carefully thought 
about every detail of the new construction, 
and their dedication was reflected in the 
church's attractive appearance both inside 
and out. Between Starbuck's ecclesiastical 
expertise апа interested parishioners’ 
care, the church was intricate in all areas. 
The details of the church’s appearance 
were written about in several publications, 
including two full pages in The Daily Review 
which is reprinted in its entirety at the end 
of this chapter. 


The church outside was of red sandstone 
from Darlington, Wisconsin, and lowa, 
with а Virginia black slate roof. The 
architectural plans were considered to be 
Gothic because they followed traditions 
representing the thirteenth century. 
Typical designs for churches, such as St. 
John's, included an eastern chancel, an 
ambulatory, a south porch, a baptistery at 
the church entrance, and a high clerestory 
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with arched supports. Like many churches, 
the chancel was located on the east side 
and was heptagonal in shape. St. John’s 
represented the best of Gothic design. 


Another construction detail provided historical 
context for the architectural plans. Like many 
Gothic-styled churches, St. John’s had exposed 
ceiling beams running the nave's entire 
length. Upon inspection, these beams were 
reminiscent of the bottom or keel of a boat. 
In earlier times, shipwrights often constructed 
the ceilings because the area was about a 
ship’s size. Since the 12th century, the meeting 
space reserved for the congregation became 
the upper half of the “ship” and was called the 
nave. This tag was derived from the Medieval 
Latin word navis, which means boat or ship. 
Throughout the ages, churches have often 
labeled several architectural sections after 
ship terms that symbolize the word “boat.” A 
boatis an instrument to take passengers safely 
from one place to another. This construction 
reminded people of a Church metaphor, the 
Great Flood story in Genesis. Only those who 
were in Noah’s Ark were saved from death. 
Other Biblical events are linked with boats, and 
the keel-styled ceiling serves as a reminder of 
safe passage through Christ. 
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Church Construction, Rector's Study, 1890 
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The church's main entrance was located at 
the bell tower on the southwest corner of the 
building on Church and Eldorado Streets. The 
tower itself was about one hundred feet high 
and finished with an eight-foot-high copper 
Cross. 


On the southeast corner was a stone porch 
with a pressed brick floor. This porch led to the 
rector's study that was illuminated by southern 
stained glass windows. Both gas and electric 
lights were installed and used in the study. 
The study's furniture was ordered from Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, and included two bookcases 
and one oak table. 
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On the northeast corner was a choir room that 
included a unique porch for the choirboys’ 
entrance. Eight stained-glassed windows lit the 
choir room. 


The wooden chapel and new stone church 
were joined at the ambulatory wall with folding 
doors between the two. 


Near the main entrance was the baptistery. 
Marble steps led from the church to the 
baptistery floor. Even though it was later 
disputed, original newspaper accounts state 
that the baptistery font was yellow marble. The 
bowl was surrounded by a series of interlacing 
Gothic arches that harmonized with the Gothic 
architecture of the church. The font was a gift 
of St. John's Sunday school program from 1891. 
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St. Martha's Chapter gave the windows of the 
baptistery to the church. The center window 
was an illuminated cross, and the other six were 
of cherubs viewing the middle window. 


William and Edgar Quinlan, sons of W. J. Quinlan, 
in memory of their sister Ethel C. Quinlan, gave 
the corona chandelier that lit the baptistery. 
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| | 
Row Of Red Oak Supports, 2020 


The nave was east of the baptistery. Two rows of 
columns supported the arched roof. The trusses 
were of red oak, and the ceiling was black ash. 
The nave had three entrances, which included 
the bell tower, and two porch entrances on the 
north and south sides of the baptistery. The 
floor was of hardwood. According to Starbuck's 
plans, the pews, manufactured by the Decatur 
Furniture Company were early English style oak, 
paneled, and carved with a “piano finish.” The 
nave proper had a polished brass lectern that 
was given in memory of Mr. Samuel Tibbets. The 


се еее RII 


a Ma 
EU 


Black Ash Rafters Of Nave, 2020 Brass Lectern. 2020 
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lights were a combination of gas and electric 
fixtures, and the stands were the gifts of the 
Daughters of the King. The stained glass windows 
prepared by Lamb and Company of New York 
were perhaps the most beautiful part of the new 
building. The startling blue and gold clerestory 
windows at the top of the nave represented the 
incarnation colors. These windows, numbering 
twenty, were the gift of the ladies of the Saturday 
Market of the Church. 


Stained glass on the north and south side of the 
nave was planned to be finished in memorial 
windows. Only three were completed before the 
dedication services. Those included "Christ in 
the Temple,” "Christ Blessing the Little Children,” 
and "The Angel of the Resurrection" The other 
windows contained yellow and blue Tiffany-style 
glass that complimented the beautiful nave. 


THE STAINED GLASS WINDOWS WERE TO 
BE COMPLETED LATER AND TO DEPICT THE 
LIFE OF CHRIST IN THE FOLLOWING ORDER: 


The Announcement of the Angels to the 
Shepherds of the Birth of Christ 


The Nativity 

Christ in the Temple 

The First Miracle 

Christ and Woman at the Well 
Christ Blessing the Little Children 
The Transfiguration 

The Angel of the Resurrection 
The Ascension 
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ORIGINAL NAVE MEMORIAL WINDOWS, 1892 
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The chancel was apsidal with twenty-one 
amber and gold windows, showering it with 
light. In each window was a cross, outlined of 
jeweled glass. The windows were a gift from Mrs. 
Lowber Burrows. 


The altar was of English oak and inscribed 


with the words, "Holy, Holy, Holy, This Do in 
Remembrance of Me." The polished oak shelf, 
or credence table, was at the altar's right with 
flowers extending up the wall about three feet. 
The communion rail was of ash and upheld by 
brass supports leading to silver passion flowers. 
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On Easter Sunday, 1892, three services were 
held at 7:00 А.М, 10:30 A.M, and at 7:00 P.M. to 
celebrate the church’s dedication. Clergymen 
mainly attended the first service. At the 10:30 
A.M. service, music was sung by a surpliced 
choir and supported by the following quartet: 
Miss Louie Boyd, soprano; Miss Clara Eyman, 
alto; Charles Hoy, tenor; A. B. Alexander, bass; 
Mrs. A. B. Alexander, organist. 


MUSICAL SELECTIONS FOR THE PROGRAM 
INCLUDED: 


The Processional 


Ten Thousand Times Ten Thousand 


Christ our Passover (Tours) 


Te Deum (Van Boskerck) 
Jubilate (Tours) 


Kyrie Eleison (Stainer) 
Gloria Tibi (Stainer) 


m = EIA Gratias (Stainer) 
"ru Thousand Times Ten Thousand - 


Words by DEAN ALFORD Music by CARRIE JACOBS-BOND 


External View Of Heptagonal Chancel, 2020 


Hymn Oh, the Golden, Glowing Morning 


The Offertory Oh God! Have Mercy (Bass 
Solo from St. Paul's) 


Sursum Corda (Stainer) 


Sanctus (Gounod) 


Benedictus (Stainer) 


= 


In sparkling rai-ment bright, 
thou - d In ek ment bright, 


Agnus Dei (Gounod) 


Gloria in Excelsis (Stainer) 


Nunc Dimittis (Tozer) 


The Retrocessional Brightly Beams Our 


Tym De the f light. Тв finishedall is 
armies of the пошо Throng. up ie alee of Mé Te par Banner 


Bishop George F. Seymour and several other 
clergy conducted services. The former rector, 
_ ЕЕ Father W. Н. Moore, gave the sermon entitled 
т ГІСІ. EOM en pates An | “What Mean These Stones?” from Joshua 4:21. 

The night service had the Processional Onward 
Christian Soldiers (Sullivan), Magnificat (Barnby), 
Benedic anima mea (S. В. Whitney), Hymn - 
Jerusalem, the Golden (LeJenre), Bass Solo from 
the Oratorio of St. Paul (Tours), and There Is a 


| Sound of Rejoicing. The evening sermon was 
Ten Thousand Times Ten Thousand, Undated from Psalm 26, representing, “Lord, | have loved 


fin - ished,Thoir fight with death and sin; 
fin - ished, Their fight with death and sin; 


the habitation of thy house.” 
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The sizeable intricate rose window in the nave’s symbols. Four square windows located directly 
upper west wall was the gift from the Ladies’ below the rose window represented the four 
Society. Its most prominent figures were the Gospel writers, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 
Alpha and Omega with other ecclesiastical 
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Piano Finish Pews, 2020 
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Internal View of Heptagonal Chancel, 2020 
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West Side Of Organ Chamber, 1940$ 


The first wedding in the new St. John’s Episcopal 
Church was held on June 8th, 1892, between jeweler 
Frank Curtis and Miss Alice Tuttle. The Decatur Daily 
Review reported that the bride wore a blue dress 
with a hat to match. Daisies filled the chancel, and 
tropical plants with palms lined the walls. The new 
Mrs. Frank Curtis became an important and active 
member of the church. Under her directorship, the 
Women's Guild flourished. 


St. John’s would continue to gather steam 
during the years immediately after the building 
program was complete. The church finally had 
a center of worship that was large enough to 
accommodate all who wished to attend and to 
continue to welcome new parishioners into the 
church. 


Even though St. John's parishioners were 
enjoying their new space, one key component 
for worship was still incomplete. The new stone 
church had been dedicated in April of 1892 
without an organ. The organ from the wooden 
chapel was not powerful enough for the size 
of the stone church. Several months later, a 


76 THE NEW STONE CHURCH 1889-1893 
АД ЕЕ 


suitable organ was located, and the Vestry 
closed a contract for the Roosevelt Opus 146 
organ in July of 1892. 


The Roosevelt organ had been originally built 
for St. Clement's Episcopal Church in Chicago, 
Illinois, іп 1884. St. Clements was founded 
in Chicago on State and Twentieth Streets 
through financial support from the son of a 
local businessman, George Armour. Armour 
provided funds to purchase and build the 
church, and provided financial support for seven 
years. At the end of the seven years, Armour 
withdrew general assistance and access to 
the building. The property was subsequently 
donated to the Western Theological Seminary. 
The building's name was changed, and a new 
mission was developed called “All Angels’ 
Mission to Deaf Mutes.” This mission would 
prove to be successful for decades to come. 
The new members of the mission were led 
through the service using the Episcopal prayer 
book. However, no songs were sung, no chants 
recanted, and no organ seemed necessary 
for the new ministry. This lack of need would 
provide an opportunity for St. John’s. 


The new organ was equal to any in mid-state 
Illinois. It was about the size of the organ of 
the same make of Decotur's First Presbyterian 
church but possessed more pipes. The cost was 
about $4,000. 


Anton Gottfried of Erie, Pennsylvania, upgraded 
the new organ adding two sets of reed pipes. 
Gottfried was president of the A. Gottfried Organ 
Company and a highly respected organ builder 
in his own right. The instrument was built in the 
organ chamber on the north side of St John's 
church and when in position, appeared as if it 
had been made as part of the original structure. 
The organ was first used in September 1892. 


It was complete at that time except for the 
ornamental pipes that lined the west front 
of the organ. Since these were not "speaking 
pipes", the organ was musically complete and 
sounded beautiful. 


In 1893, barely a year after the church had been 
completed, Father Goodwin abruptly resigned 
from St. John's. 
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At the time of his resignation, it was known that 
Goodwin had been called by several large 
churches. However, he longed to be a Navy 
chaplain. It would take nearly a year for this 
endeavor to come to fruition. He served as the 
rector of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan, while he awaited his appointment 
from President Cleveland. 


During this Navy assignment, Rev. Goodwin 
would find it hard to adhere to the strict Navy 
regulations. Goodwin found himself in hot water 
with the captain of the vessel where he was 
serving. The captain charged him with both 
public intoxication and overstaying a leave of 
absence. Goodwin felt the allegations were 
untrue and thought he had good reasons for his 


conduct. Goodwin resigned from the Navy when 
threatened with a court-martial, which would 
have had additional long-term consequences. 
This resignation also affected his ability to 
continue being a priest. The allegations from 
the Navy were published in papers across the 
United States, including Decatur, and supporters 
of Goodwin were shocked and saddened, 
many not believing the claims. He relocated to 
Boston and became a well-known prohibition 
speaker and preached at churches outside of 
the Episcopal denomination. Eventually, in 1927, 
Rev. Goodwin returned to the Episcopal church 
and became rector of Holy Trinity Church in 
Marlborough, Massachusetts. In 1931, Goodwin 
moved to be closer to his son and died in 1933 in 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


REV. М. М. GOODWIN RESIGNS 


No Reason For The Action Has Been Made Public. 


The usual business meeting of the vestry of St. John’s church was 
held Friday night. After everything had been disposed of the 
rector, Rev. Montgomery M. Goodwin, called W. J. Quinlan to the 
chair and laid his resignation as rector before the vestry. It was 
written, as follows: 


Decatur, Ills, April 7, 1893 
To the Wardens and Vestrymen of St. John’s Church, Decatur, Ills,: 


Gentlemen - 1 respectfully tender my resignation of the rectorship 
of this parish, to take effect June 1, 1893. 


More than four years ago 1 accepted your unanimous call to 
become your rector. The record of these years marks an era in the 
history of the parish which 1 believe will be happily and gratefully 
remembered by its devoted members. Your beautiful parish 
church, second to none in the state in beauty of des ign, furnishing, 
and churchly appointments; the number of persons presented for 
confirmation, never before equaled in the same number of years 
of your history; a church thoroughly reorganized and in working 
form; these are some of the indices of this rectorate. To the great 
Head of the Church be the praise and glory. 


It is with great regret that 1 sever a relationship which has been 
accompanied with so many and great blessings. Many and tender are 
the ties which bind me to St. John's church and its communicants. But 
the tie in Christ abides forever, neither changes nor circumstances 
can affect it and it will outlive our earthly lives. 


Thank you, gentlemen of the vestry, for your earnest aid in the 
administration of the affairs of the parish, and trusting that the 
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same pleasant relations which have ever existed between as may be 
enjoyed by my successor, 


Very cordially yours, 
Montgomery M. Goodwin. 


The resignation was a complete surprise to the vestry. At least 
some of them had no idea that it was coming. It was known that 
he had received calls to other churches since he came to Decatur, 
and it was understood that one to a much larger parish had just 
been received. Mr. Goodwin has not said that this has anything to 
do with the resignation and it is only conjecture to say that it has. 
Some of his people think, however, that it may have. The vestry laid 
the resignation over for ten days, that the members might consult 
among themselves and with the communicants of St. John's. 


More than four years ago, the rector of St. John’s came to Decatur 
and found a little chapel, called the St. John’s church, on the corner 
of North Water and Eldorado streets. Since then a great change 
has been wrought and the present church on North Church street, 
beautiful as the eye can desire, both within and without, indicates 
that change. The contrast between the old and the new is indeed 
great. This result is due to the energy, perseverance and noble faith 
of Rev. M. M. Goodwin. The years that mark his rectorate have been 
most happy ones, and rich in spiritual as well as material results. 


In all his relations with the people of our city he has proved himself 
a kindly, genial friend, and one devoted to the best interest of 
Decatur. He has not been circumscribed by his church circle and 
an iron law, but has joined with people of every Christian belief in 
generous accord. His church and the city cannot afford to lose him. 
The Review certainly hopes the rector may long reside with us. 


TRUNKS AND TAN SHOES. 


They Cause the Retirement of the Rev. M. M. Goodwin From the Navy 


Some time ago, says the State Register of Springfield, the Rev. M. 
M. Goodwin, the corpulent and good natured rector of St John’s 
Episcopal church at Decatur, and who is well known in Springfield 
where he has frequently visited and officiated at Christs church, 
accepted the rectorship of the Episcopal church at Ypsilanti, Mich. 
He was afterward tendered а chaplaincy in the United States navy. Не 
has since left the navy and will return to his charge at Ypsilanti. The 
reasons why Mr. Goodwin left the navy borders on the ludicrous. It is 
told that he took two trunks to sea with him. It appears the regulations 
of the navy limit the amount to of baggage an officer (Mr. Goodwin 
ranked as a lieutenant) shall have, and that the commander of the 
ship demurred to the trunks. Mr. Goodwin induced one of the seamen 
to bestow one of the trunks in an out of the way place below. The 


commander happened to espy the other trunk a few days afterward, 
and һе called Mr Goodwin's attention to it, saying, angrily, “Didn't 1 
tell you that you couldn't have those trunks here?” Then turning to 
some seamen he gave the order, “Throw that trunk overboard,” and 
overboard went the chaplain’s trunk into the sea. 


But the tan shoes settled the matter. Mr. Goodwin came on deck one 
day wearing tan shoes, ignorant of the fact that navy regulations 
required certain other kind of shoes. The commander requested 
Mr. Goodwin to appear henceforth in the regulation shoes. He 
was considerably chaffed about his tan shoes, and this with the 
indignity of his trunk being thrown overboard caused him to sever 
his connection with Uncle Sams navy. Не had not severed his 
relations with his congregation at Ypsilanti, only obtaining a leave 
of absence, and they are glad to receive him back. 


The Daily Review. December 19, 1894. 


Note from the Authors: 


This article appeared in a local paper in 1894 and Rev. Goodwin responded to friends in Decatur indicating 
that the story was completely untrue. Goodwin actually served in the Navy until 1897. Though this article 
is entertaining, his resignation in 1897 was unrelated to the events documented here. 


Rev. Goodwin's First Ship, U. S. Receiving Ship Wabash, Undated 
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IMPRESSIVE SERVICES. 


DEDICATION OF ST. JOHN'S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Three Services In The Church. 


Holy Communion — An Elaborate 
Musical Program — Rev. Walter Н. 
Moore’s Scholarly Sermon іп the 
Morning — At Night a Large Class 
is Confirmed by Rt. Rev. George Е 
Seymour — Another Able Sermon By 
Rev. Charles R. Hale, of Davenport, la. 


St. John's new church, the handsome 
structure which has been the object 
of so much thought, so much care, 
so much earnest effort, was dedicated 
yesterday. There were appropriate 
exercises conducted by the men 
foremost in the Episcopal church and 
witnessed by many who came to this 
city to be present at the dedication. 


The first service yesterday was the 
holy communion at 7 oclock in the 
morning. The attendance at this 
service was small, were mainly of the 
visiting clergymen. 


At the beginning of the 10:30 service 
the church was crowded. Quite a large 
part of the congregation were from 
the other churches. The services were 
in accordance with. the ritual of the 
Episcopal church, always beautiful and 
impressive but on this occasion doubly 
so by the elaborateness of detail. 


The musical program was excellent, 
being by chance arrangement nearly 
the same as the Easter service of the 
Calvary church in Chicago. 


The music was rendered by the 
surpliced choir, supported by the 
following quartet: Miss Louie Boyd, 
soprano; Miss Clara Eyman, alto; 
Charles Hoy, tenor; A. B. Alexander, 
basso; Mrs. A. B. Alexander, organist. 


The following musical program was 
rendered: 
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Processional — “Ten Thousand Times 
Ten Thousand.” 

Christ Our Passover. (Tours.) 

Te Deum. (Van Boskerek.) 

Jubilate. (Tours.) 

Kyrie Eleison. (Stainer.) 

Gloria Tibi. (Stainer.) 

Gratias. (Stainer.) 

Hymn — “Oh! The Golden, Glowing 
Morning.” 

Offertory — “Oh! God, Have Mercy.” 
(Bass Solo from St. Paul.) 

Sursum Corda. (Stainer.) 

Sanctus. (Gounod.) 

Benedictus. (Stainer.) 

Agnus Dei. (Gounod.) 

Gloria in Excelsis. (Stainer.) 

Nunc Dimittis. (Tozer.) 

Retrocessional — "Brightly Beams Our 
Banner." 


The services were conducted by George 
F. Seymour, S. T. D., LL. D., Bishop of 
Springfield, assisted by Rev. D. N. 
Cunningham of Springfield, Rev. Mr. 
Smith of Lincoln, and Rev. Mr. Oram 
of Paris. 


REV. W. H. MOORE. 


Well known to Decatur people as a 
former rector of St. John’s, delivered 
the sermon, from the text “What Mean 
These Stones?” Joshua iy, 21. 


This is naturally an occasion of 
deepest interest; the crown of long and 
patient and self-sacrificing effort, the 
consummation of many hopes. It is 
also an occasion of deepest significance 
with solemn dedication and prayer and 
hymn, with Eucharist and benediction 
we set apart this building henceforth 
to be used for holy purposes. 


It is not that we may gratify parochial 
pride by a beautiful building, suitable 
to the wealth and social standing of 
our members that we have raised this 
structure. It is not that our aesthetic 


taste may be gratified as our eye rests 
upon its graceful outlines, or is pleased 
by the glory of painted window or 
carved column. Other and higher 
motives have built this house which 
today is called by the name of the Lord. 
When your children shall ask their 
fathers in time to come saying, "What 
Mean These Stones?" There shall be a 
nobler answer than that of vain glory 
of satisfied taste. This church stands 
as the symbol and teacher of eternal 
truths which make men wise unto 
salvation. It is a witness to great and 
fundamental principles which must, 
in Gods good time, obtain among 
those who call upon the name of the 
Lord. This church represents to the 
community that part of the Catholic 
church of Christ which claims the 
allegiance of all English speaking 
Christians. It is therefore a veritable 
summons to Christian unity. It is not 
built with any purpose of perpetuating 
divisions. We believe in Christian unity. 
Our Lord's Prayer that they all may be 
one * * * “that the world may believe 
that thou hast me” may be answered 
in God's good time by the welding 
together invisible fellowship of all 
those who profess and call themselves 
Christians. To the discomfiture of the 
power of darkness and the conversion 
of the world to the truth as it is in Jesus. 
We hope, and pray, and work for that 
glorious consummation. We present 
the church to the intelligent thought of 
men and call for their adherence to it 
because we believe it to be that divine 
society which the Lords own hands 
framed and upon which he sent his 
holy ghost that it might be for all time. 
His corporate witness and mystical 
body we do not claim for it that it was, 
fashioned after the pattern shown us 
in the new testament or that it comes 
the nearest of ‘anything now on earth 
to the scriptural.’ But because it is the 
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church of which the new testament 
is the record and only history. No 
less than this can satisfy the earnest 
and honest mind which believes that 
Christ organized his church and gave 
it the assurance of its perpetuity in the 
promise, “lo, 1 am with you always." 


It is an encouraging and inspiriting 
sign of the times that this question 
of Christian unity is engaging the 
thoughts and prayers of earnest 
Christian men the world over. When 
men begin to pray over it, the dawn of 
that day has already begun. One thing 
we may say that unless there be a new 
and attested revelation, another coming 
of the head of the church to establish 
a new order, then the church of the 
future must be the church of the past. 
The appeal must be to history. We must 
ascend the stream to the source of the 
pure and primitive Christianity. If we 
find all along the track of the ages the 
evidence of the existence of the same 
church living through the ages from 
the time when the ascending Christ 
stretched forth his pierced hands to 
bless, then the question of a basis of 
union is settled. Our minds are clear on 
this matter. If this church began its life 
in the reign of Henry VIII, let it parish. 
If its life cannot be traced as the life of 
that one unchanging church let it cease 
to speak to men with any semblance of 
authority and be reckoned among the 
changing things of this world of change 
and decay. 


This desire for union becomes more 
intense as the questions of the day 
become more imperative іп their 
demands for solution. The ever- 
widening rift between class and class, 
the practical heathenism in the great 
centers of population, the seething 
sin which corrupts and disrupts, the 
sorrows and sufferings of burdened 
humanity — then can be touched and 
healed, converted and consoled only 
by the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Yet, alas, our sins have palsied the arm 
which should be stretched out to save. 
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And again, unity is desirable that the 
desires of men for the higher life may be 
fully satisfied. It is possible, for we have 
seen it, that a philosophic morality may 
strengthen natural virtues and that 
their virtues may be strengthened still 
more by what is termed “our common 
Christianity" but the unearthly 
graces of the saint of God may only be 
developed by the sacramental life in the 
communion of the Church of God. 


These stones are piled here to witness to 
the faith once, and once forall, delivered 
to the saints. The church has a positive, 
definite message to deliver to the world. 
The faith is not susceptible to change. 
Men's opinions may change. The truth 
is changeless. Then walls will crumble 
into dust in the slow march of the years 
to come. The very remembrance of the 
material building may be obliterated as 
time goes on towards the end, but the 
faith of which it is witnessed will remain 
the same. It is well to strengthen hearts 
with this reminder in these restless 
days of shifting thought, when men 
are ever quick to hear some new thing, 
to take up with the latest fad, and to 
amuse themselves with the sensation 
of the hour. The church is the divinely 
appointed. custodian of the faith, the 
keeper and witness of holy Writ. It 
cannot, it will not change that faith, 
nor add to it, nor modify it to suit the 
changing tempers of men in this or any 
age. The Faith is a trust, it may not be 
tampered with. Other religious bodies 
organized by men upon doctrinal 
platforms upon which they may agree, 
may and must modify their impression 
of faith as the moods of their numbers 
may demand. Not so with that mystical 
body of Christ, framed by the divine 
hand, and receiving its authority to 
teach not from men but from God. 
Its message is the same to all men in 
every age. It is the declaration of the 
changeless will of the Almighty God. 
It is commissioned to declare that 
and none other. The Nicene symbol 
is that authentative statement of the 
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faith by which the Scriptures may be 
intelligently read, and by which men 
may be able to grasp the eternal virtues 


of the revelation of the mind of God. 


So is this church, lifting the cross into the 
silent air, a symbol of the realities of the 
spiritual life. Israel grew and flourished 
in the good land, wither the Lord their 
God had led them. Prosperity brought 
dangers and temptations upon them as 
worldly success is sure to do. 


This church is erected for the worship 
of God. As men look at its fair exterior, 
its buttressed walls, its shapely spire 
uplifting the symbol of man's salutation 
and God's love they discern at once 
its purpose, and so they enter and 
gaze at column and arch and come at 
last to the altar, then make answer to 
themselves this is none other than the 
house of God. Here God is worshiped. 


If that altar is only the table for the 
convenience of communion, then it 
need not be the prominent object 
in a church nor placed by itself in 
the position of dignity and honor. It 
would suffice that it be a plain wooden 
table set in the body of the church, or 
brought out from a lurking place for 
the occasion. But it is more than this. 
Upon it, we offer and plead the sacrifice 
of the death of Christ as the highest act 
of worship on the part of the church. 
The blessed eucharist was ordained by 
our Lord himself to be the Christian 
sacrifice, not the shadow of things to 
come as were the sacrifices of the elder 
dispensation, but the very image of that 
which has come. 


The church in which we thus worship 
is also a symbol of that fellowship in 
which we are united by the sacrifice of 
the death of Christ. The communion of 
saints is an article of faith very precious 
to us. Not only are we one with all those 
who in every land confess the faith of 
the crucified, but with those of every age 
who in their generation have served God 
and departed hence in the true faith of 
his holy name. We are one in Christ. 
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It is a tie which death cannot break. 
We who are yet in our pilgrimage 
are one in interests and affection in 
the communion of the church with 
those who in the innermost chamber 
of refreshment and peace await the 
consummation of all things. Very dear 
to us is this article of our belief on 
this joyful occasion. Hearts are very 
tender as in the eucharistic feast we 
are brought near to those who in the 
days that are gone have hoped and 
prayed for the event of this day. When 
we commemorate the faithful departed 
in the prayer for the church, we shall 
remember Lockwood and Prather and 
Fuller, and many others whose names 
are inseparably connected with St. 
Johns Church in the earlier days of 
its history as well as those who have 
recently been laid to rest in yonder 
silent city. Built into these walls are 
their toils and earnest wishes and many 
prayers. Their work has contributed to 
this result. It was not given them in this 
life to see the fruition of their hopes 
but as long as this church shall stand, 
their memory shall not fade and as 
long as the blessed eucharist is offered 
at this altar, they shall be remembered 
before our God. Reverently at that 
alter we shall offer that sacrifice in 
which and by which they and we live. 
Surely it is something more than a 
sentiment which places memorials of 
the departed in the church where the 
living worship. It is to emphasize our 
belief that we being many are one 
body in Christ. It is with a full heart, 
brethren beloved in the Lord, that 1 
joinwith you in the joyful service of this 
day. The fragrance of the paschal feast 
is still fresh with us, the air is vocal 
with the Easter salutations and Easter 
hymns. The two words seem to blend 
in this temple of the Lord as we see the 
Easter gifts, memorials to those whose 
souls are bathed in the perpetual light. 
Among them, 1 recognize, and my heart 
is touched beyond expression, that of 
my own dear ones who sleep in Jesus, 
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the offering of tender thoughtfulness 
so deeply appreciated. 


What an Easter! 


How will it live in the memory as the 
remaining years of our pilgrimage pass 
on? 


This is not an hour for mere 
compliment and congratulation, 
though we do come to rejoice with you. 
Yet we would be wanting to the occasion 
did we not say that this church stands 
as a monument of the patient faith 
and unwearied zeal of him who is your 
guide and teacher in the spiritual life. 
How well does one remark stand out 
in the memory of our first interview 
before he came to you. “If they will 
appreciate and respond to earnest 
work, 1 am willing to give it.” Well the 
earnest work has been given and the 
noble response is here embodied in 
these walls of stone today. Now there 
is here also the manifest witness to 
your generous giving and self-sacrifice 
in this worthy offering. It is here that 
you will take your inspiration. In 
this your spiritual home, the fire of a 
consecration to god will be passed from 
hand to hand. Here you will find the 
peace which the world cannot give, 
which passeth understanding. 


Here you will come for that bread of 
God which satisfieth the needs of your 
nature. Here you will find more and 
more as the years go on that the best 
of your life, the dearest affections, the 
loveliest influence have their source 
and benediction; and at last when pale 
hands are folded in eternal rest, when 
you have passed beyond the storms 
of life into the serene harbor of the 
eternal peace, your earthly tabernacle 
shall rest for a while before this altar 
whence you drew your life whence, with 
words of hope and solemn Eucharist 
it shall be laid away until the voice of 
Jesus sounding oer sea and land shall 
call you to the eternal home. “Show thy 
servants thy work and their children 


thy glory.” 
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THE SERVICES AT NIGHT. 


Confirmation by Bishop Seymour and 
the Dedicatory Sermon. 


The church at the evening service had 
lost of the solemnity that comes from 
the sunlight mellowed and tinted by 
the cathedral windows, but the mellow 
glow of the gas and electric light made 
up in distinctness of outline what was 
lost in color. The delicate carving of 
capital, pew and altar were brought 
out in clearer relief than the daylight 
had been able to do. The congregation 
was larger than that of the day. The 
house was packed, many being obliged 
to stand. 


The services were conducted by the Rt. 
Rev. Bishop Seymour. Rev. Mr. Smith 
of Lincoln read the first lesson and 
Rev. Burrel of Arcola the second. The 
prayers were read by Rev. Walter H. 
Moore. The sermon was by Very Rev. Dr. 
Charles R. Hale, dean of the cathedral, 
Davenport, la. The choir rendered the 
following program: 


Processional — “Onward Christian 
Solder.” (Sullivan). 


Magnificat. (Barby). 
Benedic anima Mea. (S. B. Whitney). 


Hymn — “Jerusalem the Golden.” (Le 
Jenre). 


Offertory — Bass Solo from the Oratorio 
of St. Paul. (Tours). 


Retrocessional — “There is Sound of 
Rejoicing.” 


DR. HALE 


Preached from Psalms xxvi, 8: “Lord 1 
have loved the habitation of thy house.” 


He said: This morning this beautiful 
building on which you have lavished so 
much care and thought and treasure 
was set apart to be henceforth a house 
of God. Now what did this service 
represent? What significance had it 
in our minds? In what respect is this 


building different today, and shall 
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it ever be different from what it was 
yesterday? 


It has been set apart as a sacred 
edifice, separated for all time from 
all unhallowed, worldly and common 
uses. None other than such can be the 
true home of God. In cases of necessity, 
indeed, makeshifts must be for the time 
resorted to, and where the necessary is 
areal one we may be sure that clemency 
will not bewithheld by him who requires 
of us no impossibilities. Christians of 
the first age in times of persecution 
were sometimes obliged to seek refuge 
in dens and caves. On seas and around 
campfires temporary quarters are 
usually all that may be had. In newly 
settled countries gatherings for God's 
worship in a private house have often 
formed the nucleus of around which 
strong congregations have gathered. 
Witness the history of this and of other 
dioceses of the American church. But 
in a matter of this kind there is need of 
zealous watchfulness that necessity be 
not pleaded when necessity has passed. 


But you have long passed the formative 
period when pressing need has to be 
met by temporary expedients. Years 
ago, you, or those who went before 
you, set apart in the city a house of 
God seemingly in comparison with the 
building of the day, sufficiently large for 
the requirements. And when by God's 
grace the place became too straight 
for you and gave no room for the in 
gathering of others, you recognized 
the call so made upon you to erect, as 
you have done, a larger temple. And 
in doing this you have justly felt that 
the architectural grace and richer 
adornment should have a fit relation to 
your larger ability. 


Am 1 not warranted in saying that in 
making this house beautiful you had 
in view not so much the gratification of 
your own cultivated taste, not so much 
the thought of adding yet another 
ornament to your beautiful city as the 
doing of something far more important 
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than either of these, thus giving glory 
to God. For surely if we have any right 
idea of our relation to him, we cannot 
but feel that in giving back to God 
something of what he has given us 
we should give him our best. And in 
building a house for God we should feel 
with the pious David who so longed to 
build the temple his son Solomon was 
chosen to erect, the palace is not for 
man but for the Lord God. 


A gorgeous church does not of necessity 
testify to the pity of the people, for it 
may have been built for ostentation. 
But a poor and mean church, where 
there are the means to build better tells 
of anything but a care for the praise of 


our Heavenly King. 


We have dedicated this church to God 
today rather than consecrated it to 
him because you can not solemnly 
consecrate to him what is not yet wholly 
yours to give. But go on, | pray you, to 
discharge the obligations as soon as 
may be. Promise unto the law and keep 
it. In erecting and dedicating to God's 
service this his church, you give glory to 
him and at the same time you confer no 
slight benefit upon the community, for 
you testify before it that it is indeed a 
good thing to serve the Lord and that 
you esteem the service of the Lord a 


delight. 


Loyalty to God should make the 
Christian care for anything with which 
God has spiritually to do, whether for its 
own sake estimable of not. But beyond 
all this has not God made his house a 
thing well deserving of our love? At 
its font they who were born in sin are 
by the might power of the Holy Ghost 
made the children of grace. At its altar 
rail there enlisted in Christ's army 
his faithful followers sworn to fight 
manfully under his banner against 
sin, the world and the devil, received 
in confirmation in the laying on of 
apostolic hands. Christs ministry at 
this altar at the hands of his appointed 
servants give to the faithful his most 
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precious body and blood assuring them 
thereby of God's favor and goodness 
toward them. Hither come the loving 
that God may bless the marriage tie 
and sanctify its joys that they may last 
not through life alone but endure to 
all eternity. Hither we bring the dead 
forms of the dear ones who sleep in 
Jesus, and have the grand assurance, 4 
am the resurrection and the life,” and 
the song of triumph, “O death where is 
this sting O grave where is thy victory.” 


Shall we not then as regards a place 
so having to do with all that is most 
blessed in religious privileges, all that 
is most sacred in life’s experience, the 


birth, the bridal and the grave. 


THE SOLEMN CONFIRMATION 
CEREMONY 


by Bishop Seymour followed the 
sermon. After the ceremony the 
bishop addressed the class in manly, 
energetic eloquence on their duties to 
themselves and the church under the 
new responsibilities assumed in their 
confirmation. 


The class consisted of the following: 
Lyda Montgomery, Charlie Downing, 
Eva Downing, Margie Boblett, Charles 
Haigh, Mrs. Constant, Mrs. Flo Kirsh, 
Girtie Kirsh, Eddie Eno, Charles 
Burgoon, George Williams, Herbert 
Howes, Leslie Howes, Ned Scott, Edward 
Scott, Birdie Dinges, John Sessions, Carl 
Colladay. 


EARLY DAYS OF THE PARISH. 


Its Organization and the Building of 
the First Church. 


St. John's parish was organized Sept. 
10, 1855 under the direction of Rev. 
Stephen R. Child. These were the first 
members: William Prather, Cyril Fuller, 
Maria Fuller, Jane Simpson, Sarah 
Simpson, Emily Luttrell, Sarah D. Macy, 
Elam Rust, M. L. Foote Rust, Charles M. 
Smith, J. M. Richardson, Alex S. Halbut, 
Charles B. Smith, C. H. Fuller, M. S. 
Fuller. 
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The first vestry that was elected at 
the same was as follows: Cyril Fuller, 
warden, William Prather, James 
Simpson, Charles M. Smith, Lowber 
Burrows, Dr. Joseph King, and Sheridan 
Wait, vestrymen. 


At the same meeting, Rev. Stephen R. 
Child was elected rector and entered on 
his duties Oct. 8, 1855. His rectorship 


lasted only until Nov. n, 1855 when he 
died. 


For the first year, services were held in 
the old Masonic temple, which occupied 
the location where Haworth block now 
stands. From this time until the erection 
of the new church on North Water street 
the services were held on the third floor 
over Fenton's store, now Ross’ clothing 
house. The church building was erected 
in 1858. It stood until a year ago at the 
corner of Water and Eldorado streets. It 
cost with the lot about $3,000. 


During the years 1859 and 1860, the 
pews were rented, the proceeds being 
used for rector’s salary and current 
expenses. In April, 1861, the vestry 
passed a resolution making the pews 


free to all. 


The rectorship of Rev. M. M. Goodwin 
began Jan. 6,1889, he having accepted a 
call extended to him Nov. 7, 1888. 


The nucleus of the fund for the present 
church was the Easter offertory of 1889, 
which amounted to about $625. 


The Easter offering of 1890 for the same 

fund was about $700, and encouraged 
by this and a subscription made for a 
new building the work was undertaken 
in earnest, the present site secured and 
the work of building commenced. 


The comer stone was laid on Sept. 24, 
1890 by Rt. Rev. George Е Seymour, S. T. 
D., LL. D. The address was delivered by 
Rev. J. M. C. Fulton. 


RECEPTION TO CLERGYMEN 
Given by Members of St. John's at the 


At the residence of L. L. Burrows 
yesterday afternoon a reception was 
given in honor of visiting clergymen. 
All members of the church were invited 
and from 3 till 6 o'clock the handsome 
parlors were filled with persons 
anxious to pay their respects to the 
distinguished guests. Of the clergymen 
present were Rt. Rev. Bishop Seymour, 
Springfield; Very Rev. Dr. Charles R. 
Hale, Davenport, lowa; Rev. Dr. W. 
H. Moore, Chicago; Rev. Dr. Dresser, 
Champaign; Rev. Burrel, Arcola; Rev. 
Oram, Paris; Rev. Smith, Lincoln; Rev. 


Cunningham, Springfield. 


Of guests from outside the city were ex- 
Governor Oglesby and wife and Miss 
Slaughter, Springfield, Mrs. C. C. Clark 
and Mrs. George A. Hurd of Chicago. 


The reception was an occasion to 
be pleasantly remember by the 
participants. Rev. W. H. Moore availed 
himself of the opportunity to greet 
many old Decatur acquaintances and 
meet several new ones. Those who met 
Bishop Seymour for the first time were 
charmed with his hearty good nature 
and strong good sense. 


BUILT ACCORDING TO FORM 


AHANDSOME CHURCH CORRECT 
IN ECCLESIASTICAL DETAIL. 


A description of the building — 
Situated, Constructed, and Furnished 
on Traditional Lines — The Windows — 
The Builders — The Cost of the Whole. 


St. John’s church has been built with 
the greatest regard for artistic and 
ecclesiastical form. It is a structure 
that affords positive delight to one 
educated in church forms and usages. 
The beauty and fine effects of the whole 
can be appreciated by any one, however, 
educated or uneducated, and the most 
inexperienced can see that there are few 
churches as fine as this. There ате some 
more expensive and larger of course, 
but none of similar size or cost that can 


THE GENERAL CHARACTER 


Of the building is closely allied to 
the early English period of Gothic 
architecture of about the Thirteenth 
century, and in its conception and in 
the material use, the general feeling 
of that date has been noticeably 
reproduced. The situation of the lot and 
the requirements of the parish made it 
possible to follow the traditional lines 
in the plan, and we have as a result 
the eastern chancel, the ambulatory, 
the south porch, the baptistery at the 
church entrance and the high clear 
story with its arched supports. 


The description of the building given 
here was written for this paper last July 
and was printed then. It is good enoug 
to use again and be copied by other 
papers in the city. 


The church measures over all 120 feet 
in length and fifty feet in width, not 
including the tower, in which is the 
main entrance. In front two small 
porches flank the baptistery, which 
forms a circular projection directly 
under the great west window. 


THE EXTERIOR 


is of variegated old red sandstone, some 
of which came from Wisconsin and 
some from lowa. 


The roof is of Virginia black slate. 
The handsomely arched windows are 
filled with beautiful stained glass. On 
the south nestles a stone porch with 
heavy stone balustrade. All the porch 
entrances have pressed brick floors. 


The tower is 65 feet high in stone, with 
a parapet of copper eight feet high and 
a slate roof, making the total height 
about 100 feet surmounted by a copper 


cross eight feet high. 


THE NAVE 
is 4o feet high with rich paneled black 


ash ceiling, supported by ornamental 
trusses of old red oak. 


compare with it. The nave proper is 45 by бо feet. There 
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is one broad center aisle and two side 
aisles. There are three entrances in 
front, the main entrance being from 
the tower, and two porch entrances 
on the north and south sides of the 
baptistery. The floor of the church is 
hardwood, oiled and polished. Two rows 
of columns support the handsomely 
arched truss roof. 


THE BAPTISTERY 


Significant of entrance to the church, 
the baptistery is near the main entrance 
to the building. The font is yellow 
marble, upon a base of fine old English 
example. The bowl is surrounded by a 
series of interlacing Gothic arches, to 
harmonize with the Gothic architecture 


of the church. 


The font ewer, which holds the 
baptismal water and the rail are gifts 
of St. John’s Sunday school. They are 
Easter offerings of 1891. Marble steps 
lead from the church to the baptistery 


floor. 
THE CHANCEL 


is large and commodious, the sanctuary 
being apsidal in shape. It is lighted by 
twenty-one windows, amber and gold 
in tone, the cross being traced in jewels 
in each window. The windows were the 
gift of Mrs. Lowber Burrows. 


The sanctuary rail is of oak supported 
by polished brass standards which 
spread out into copper brackets at the 
top, in the center of which is a silver 
passion flower. 


The combination gas and electric 
fixtures that light the sanctuary are 
supported by two polished brass 
standards rising from the top of an 
oaken column. The gas jets are in the 
form of candles placed in the form of a 
triangle, from the center of which rises 
the Latin cross in polished brass. These 
fixtures and stands were the gift of the 
King’s Daughters, one of the guilds of 
the church. 


The altar was built from the plans of 
the architect in strict conformity with 
the churchly designs and traditions 
and is a work of beauty from the base 
to the Maltese cross that surmounts 
the reredos. The material, like that of 
the other furniture, is of English oak, 
highly polished. The exquisite carving 
is in harmony with the designs upon 
the pews of the church. Six miniature 
Corinthian columns support the altar. 
In raised letters on the altar are the 
words, “Holy, Holy, Holy.” On the retable 
in sunken letters is the inscription, 
“This Do In Remembrance Of Me.” 


The treatment of the chancel has been 
so designed as to conform with the 
treatment of the stained glass. The 
color scheme, the arched columns, 
and the face of the chancel itself’ has 
been so arranged in color as to form a 
frame work for the chancel. Bands of 
ornament will be so placed on the side 
walls as to lead the eye step by step to 
the angle ended sanctuary. Here the 
entire central panel will be taken up by 
an elaborately carved reredos, retable, 
and altar, the latter resting on a raised 
pace of three steps. The treatment of the 
woodwork will be in antique oak, rich in 
color and elaborately carved. 


The choir is separated from the nave 
by a rude screen, except in the center 
where three steps lead to the choir. 


The pews are of churchly pattern of 
the early English style. They are of 
oak, paneled and carved, and finished 
with a highly polished surface known 
to the trade as the piano finish. They 
are a rare combination of simplicity 
and beauty. They were manufactured 
from the designs of the architect by the 


Decatur Furniture Co. 


The library desk is a memorial, the 
gift of Rev. Walter H. Moore, a former 
rector of the church. The desk is of oak 
and brass and bears the inscription, 
“Without fault before the throne,“ and 
the names of the two children in whose 
memory the desk was given. 
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The lectern which supports the Bible 
is of polished brass and is elegant in 
design. тез upon а base of three lions 
paws, the triangle representative of the 
holy trinity. Fleur-de-lis, the initial of 
1. H. S, as well as the general form of 
the lectern indicate conformity to the 
churchly ideas. The lectern was the gift 
of Mrs. Samuel Tibbetts in memoriam 


of her husband. 


The chandelier which lights the 
baptistery was given by William and 
Edgar, sons of W.]. Quinlan, in memory 
of their sister. The form is a corona. 


A memorial of the William M. Boyd is a 
Credence table placed in the sanctuary 
at the right of the altar. It consists of a 
polished oak shelf; with polished brass 
ornamentation in flowers extending 
up the wall about three feet, and 
surmounted by a small brass cross. The 
same ornamentation will also be seen 
about two feet beneath. The edge of 
the credence bears the inscription, “In 
Memoriam — William M. Boyd.” 


The artificial lighting of the body of the 
church is provided for by clusters of gas 
jets and electric lamps extended from 
the capitals of the columns supporting 
the Gothic arches on either side of the 
nave. Fifteen electric lights on the inner 
side of the chancel arch light the choir 


and sanctuary. 


THE WINDOWS. 


A whole newspaper article much longer 
than this one could be written about 
the windows alone. There are no finer 
windows in any country that the three 
memorial windows already in and the 
large rose window in the west. They are 
furnished by Lamb & Co. of New York, 
a house founded more than 100 years 
ago, which furnishes glass exclusively 


for churches. 


Blue and gold, the colors of the 
incarnation, are the prevailing colors 
of the windows, which also illustrate in 
perfect continuity the incamation of 
Christ. Beginning with the first window 
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in the north transept, where the thought 
illustrated is the announcement of the 
birth of Christ, the story goes on both 
sides of the church to the last window 
in the south transept, which pictures 
in almost living colors the ascension of 
Christ. 


The windows picture the life of Christ 
in this order: 


“The announcement of the Angels to 
the Shepherds of the Birth of Christ.” 
“The Nativity.” 

“Christ in the Temple.” 

“The First Miracle.” 

“Christ and Woman at the Well.” 
“Christ Blessing the Little Children.” 
“The Transfiguration.” 

“The Angel of the Resurrection.” 

“The Ascension.” 


Two of the windows, “Christ in the 
Temple,” and “Christ Blessing the Little 
Children’ are from celebrated paintings 
by Hoffman. 


The paintings seem to have been 
reproduced exactly in the glass, so 
faithfully have the color effects been 
copied. The pictures are so true as to be 
almost startling. There is a richness and 
a fineness about them that one would 
hardly expect to see accomplished in 
anything besides oil. The first of these 
two windows is in memoriam of Rev. M. 
М. Goodwin's mother. The other one is 
in memoriam of William M. Boyd. 


The third memorial window is to the 
memory of Flora Race Bashforth, a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. ]. R. Race. The 
title is “The Angel of the Resurrection." 
Like the others, the work on the window 
is a rare artistic triumph. 


The inscriptions on the three memorial 
windows are as follows: 


In Loving Memory of My Mother. 1815 — 
Mary C. Goodwin — 1881. 


Her son, the Rev. M. M. Goodwin. 
1842-1889. In Memoriam of William M. 


Boyd. Vestryman of this Parish. 


To the Glory of God In Loving Memory 
of Flora Race Bashforth, 1859-1886. 


As yet only three windows of the series 
are in. They are the memorial windows. 
The intention is to have the series 
completed as friends from time to time 
wish to place in the church windows 
in memory of their friends. In the 
meantime the glass used is without any 
figures, but with a color that harmonizes 
well with the other windows. 


The large rose window in the west end 
of the nave is the gift of the ladies’ 
society. It is beautiful in harmonious 
coloring. Prominent in it are the Alpha 
and Omega and other celestial symbols. 
Just beneath that window are four 
square windows representing the four 
gospelers, Mathew, Mark, Luke and 
John. 


The clear-story windows of the nave, 
twenty in number, are the gift of the 
ladies of the Saturday Market of the 
church. 


The windows of the baptistery were 
given to the church by St. Martha's 
chapter. The center window is an 
illuminated cross, while the three to 
the light right and the three to the left 
are cherubs’ heads in different poses 
turned towards the illuminated cross. 


THE CHOIR ROOM 


on the north side of the church has a 
special porch for the boys’ entrance. It is 
lighted by eight stained glass windows. 
Lockers for the vestments of the choir 
boys will be provided, and each boy will 
have a key to his own belongings. 


THE AMBULATORY 

leads from the choir room back of the 
chancel to the south side of the church. 
Through the ambulatory the choir boys 
move in processional into the south 
aisle to the chancel. Folding doors lead 
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from the choir room directly into the 
old church, which is now the chapel. 
The entire Sunday school can move in a 
processional upon the greater festivals 
from the chapel into the church. That 
will add much to effectiveness of these 
celebrations. 


THE RECTOR'S STUDY 


is in the southeast comer of the 
building. It is lighted by south windows 
of stained glass. Both gas and electric 
light have been put in the study. A grate 
will afford cheerful heat, while the tiled 
hearth and mantel adds to the beauty 
of the finishing. 


The furniture for the study is a special 
order from Grand Rapids. A handsome 
bookcase at the right and left of the 
mantel contains the rector’s library. A 
heavy oak table occupies the center of 
the room. The rug on the hard wood 


floor is of the same design as the carpet 
of the church. 


THE WHOLE COST 


of the building was about $25,000 and 
lacks about $1,000 of being paid for. 
The parish of St. John’s was fortunate 
in its selection of builders for the new 
church. First among these are the 
rector, Rev. M. M. Goodwin, whose 
cultivated and scholarly taste has been 
used with most satisfactory effects. Н. Е 
Starbuck, the architect, brought to the 
work not only a wide experience but a 
wealth of technical information that 
has been invaluable. To him is due the 
credit for the purity and exactness of 
the architectural forms, and the beauty 
of the design. The contractors were R. G. 
Young and Sons. Their work has been 
that of skillful and careful workmen 
who have had much experience in this 
and the old country. 
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1892 3D Renderings Of Finished Stone Church, 2021 
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BELOW: Two of the windows in St. John's Nave, "Christ in the Temple,” and “Christ Blessing the Little Children" are from celebrated 
paintings by Heinrich Hofmann. 
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THE STRUGGLE TO SURVIVE 
1894-1912 


Wabash Railroad Engineers in Decatur, 1898 


Rector after Rev. Goodwin resigned іп 
April 1893. Being born in Columbia, South 
Carolina, he was well-known in the south and, at 
that time, Treasurer of the Diocese of Alabama. 


R ev. George Aloysius Wilkins became Acting 


He served at St. John’s, his largest church, 
only a few months, but he presided over a 
large confirmation service with Bishops 
Seymour and Hale in that short 

time. He also traveled to Lincoln, 
Petersburg, and Mason City, 
Illinois, to organize Episcopal 
missions. The vestry was 
aware that he would not be 
staying and had even voted to 
extend a call to Rev. W. W. Love 

of the Episcopal Cathedral at 

St. Louis. Rev. Love was a young 
man and an dedicated worker. 
Unfortunately, even though he 
had met with the vestry, two other 
churches had already called him and he 
declined St. John's call. 


Rev. Wilkins left almost as soon as he had come. 
While in Decatur, he made many friends who 
were sad to learn that he was departing. When 
Rev. Wilkins returned to Vermont, he was Rector 
of St. John's, Highgate, and Grace Church in 
Sheldon, Vermont. 


Wilkins had also been associated with 
newspaper work, and he then made a career 


WHAT THE MINISTERS SAY 


Rev. George A. Wilkins, the acting rector of St. John's Episcopal 
church, pays Decatur a high compliment. He said: “I have been 
all over the East and 1 regard Decatur as one of most delightful 
cities of its size that 1 have visited yet. Its people as a whole 
are quiet, peaceable and law abiding. On the Sabbath day 
particularly they are at rest. Business is generally suspended 
and the people seem to һауе a due regard for God's holy day. To 
be true a great many appear on the streets on Sunday but they 


perform no service and are merely out for a walk. 


“Your people are intellectual too, as is shown by your fine 
public library. It is an institution in which you can all take 
great pride. It is far ahead of the library at Burlington, Vt., and 
that is a much older and larger city.” 


The Daily Review. June 10, 1894. 
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“Financially, The New Church 
Was A Great Hardship For 


The Parishioners.” 


change. Rev. Wilkins became Associate Editor 
of a local paper, The White River Junction 
Landmark, а position he held to his death, 
April 18th, 1907. While working at the Landmark, 
Rev. Wilkins was in charge of several churches 
in North Bennington, Highgate, and Bethel, 
Vermont. Later he was a supply priest for White 
River Junction and several surrounding towns. 

He left five grown children upon his 

death. 


It was a hard time for St. John's. 
The departure of two rectors 
so soon after the dedication 
of the stone building was 
heart-breaking. In the years 
following, the parishioners 
busied themselves with paying 
off the mortgage and solidifying 

their parish. Financially, the new 

church was a significant hardship 
for the congregation. A miserable 
time for the vestry, St. John's fell behind in 
payments to the diocese. Several letters and 
circulars were sent out to the parish family 
requesting more pledges, and, as a result, 
rectors were difficult to call and hard to keep 
during this time. 


In 1894, Rev. Frank Newell Atkin joined St. John's 
from Macon, Missouri, as Acting Rector. Atkin 
was born on January 30, 1852, in Asheville, 
North Carolina. As his first wife had died, he 


Frank Newell Atkin, Circa 1890s 


remarried and had several children. The rector 
immediately made an excellent impression on 
the congregation and was called to take charge 
of St. John's permanently several months later. 
On Sundays, he held services for Sunday school, 
Morning prayer, Holy Communion and sermon, 
and finally, Evening prayer and sermon at 7:30 
P.M. In addition, Rev. Atkin held Sunday School at 
Grace Mission on Sunday afternoons. 


Soon after he arrived, he conducted one of the 
most beautiful weddings to be held in the new 
stone church. On February 2nd, 1895, Walter 
Strange and Maria Bell Burrows wed at St. John's 
altar with several hundred guests attending. The 
church's interior was enhanced by a fantastic 
display of tropical plants and flowers, with nearly 
all coming from the bride's parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lowber Burrows. The live plants consisted of 
palms, banana trees, pines, ferns, hydrangeas, 
lilies, and Spanish daggers with Bermuda lilies 
covering the altar. For many years, Lowber 
Burrows had supplied flowers, plants, and palms 
for regular church services. This wedding proved 
to be an excellent time to show off more exotic 
plants from Burrows’ Conservatory. 


Rev. Atkin was known to be a “cultivated, 
scholarly gentleman, with refined, amiable 
manners" Не supported musical апа 
entertainment endeavors from the parishioners. 
One instance was when the Four “5” Society, 
composed of young ladies of the church, who 
assisted the Sunday school, and the gentlemen 
of the St. Andrews Brotherhood, gave a musical 
event for the Sunday School's support at his 
residence on West William Street. About one 
hundred persons attended the affair, and 
excellent musical numbers were performed. The 
program consisted of violin solos, instrumental 
duets, vocal solos, and musical selections from 
the Sunday School members. The group had 
cleverly decorated tables and provided treats. 


With Rev. Atkin at the helm, St. John’s was 
regarded as one of the most impressive 
churches in Central Illinois. In only 37 years 
since its founding, the parish had grown from 
the original fifteen communicants to over 250. 


Sadly, Rev. Atkin left in 1897 after being called 
to St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Leavenworth, 
Kansas. The primary reason that Atkin sought 
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another church for employment was that St. 
John’s was under tremendous financial 
stress and had fallen behind іп 

paying his salary and other debts. 


St.Paul’shad a large, established 
congregation. Rev. Atkin was 
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Church, Holly Springs, Mississippi. He had been 
a member of the Protestant Episcopal 
clergy for 44 years. Beyond serving 
the church, he had also written 
two books, The Jew, and Other 
Poems (1913), and The Quiver, 
Aphorisms Wise and Other 


assured that their financial “St. John’s Was Under Wise (1918). Both books have 
position was more stable and Tremendous Financial Stress been deemed culturally 
2. о And Had Fallen Behind In relevant and reprinted for 
Is. песи ве predeneg s i in’ modern audiences. 

last sermon at St. John’s on Paying [Rev. Atkins] Salary 

Nov. 30, 1897. Of particular note, And Other Debts. Beyond St. John's financial 


he did not mention his impending 
departure or provide final words of 
farewell. 


Interestingly, one week later, his daughter, 
Anna Beatrice Atkin, married Frederick Church 
with Rev. Atkin officiating. Vestryman W. J. 
Quinlan gave the bride away. Mr. Church was 
an impressive musician and had been the 
organist at St. John’s for a short time. He worked 
at Phillips music store and was the organist 
at Grace Methodist Church. The Churches 
returned to live in Decatur after a short wedding 
trip to Chicago. 


In 1898, soon after his departure, Rev. Atkin 
found himself with three sons in the Army 
during perilous times for the United States. One 
son was in a cavalry regiment. The second son 
was a sailor оп the 0.5.5. Oregon and made a 
famous voyage on that battleship from San 
Francisco to Key West. He then got his discharge 
and enlisted in the Army and moved to the front. 
Another son was in the Texas Rangers. 


Rev. Atkin was interviewed by the Evening 
Standard, Leavenworth, Kansas, in July of 1898: 


“It seems to run that way in the family,” said 
Mr. Atkin. "They seem to want to fight. | lost 
three brothers in the Confederate Army 
during the Civil War, and two of them were 
too young to have been there. Three of the 
family fought under the Confederate flag, 
and now my three sons are fighting for the 
stars and stripes. That ought to kind of even 
things up. Don't you think so?" 


He died in 1925 at age 72, while rector at Christ 
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difficulties, parishioners saw needs 

and added memorials to the church 

as they saw fit. For instance, the Lowber 
Burrows family surprised the congregation with 
a brass pulpit given in thanksgiving for Mrs. 


Brass Pulpit From Burrows Family, 2020 


Rev. Frank Atkin & Child, Circa 1890s 


Poetry From Rev. Atkin, 1913 in With Boy, Circa 1890s 


REPLY TO AN INQUIRY. 


REV. FRANK ATKIN RESPONDS TO A 
REQUEST. 


Closely following the selection of Rev. Frank N. Atkin to succeed 
Rev. N. S. Thomas as rector of St. Paul’s, The Times addressed 
a letter to that gentleman requesting an account of his life 
and service in the ministerial field. Yesterday the following 
reply was received: Decatur, Ill., Nov. зо, 1897. --Editor Times, 
Leavenworth, Kan. -- 


Dear Sir: Your very kind note inquiring about my life and work 
has been received. 


1 know it is natural for us to want to know all we can learn 
about a stranger when he comes into our midst to take a 
prominent place in the affairs of men. 1 can not now give you 
a history of my life. In the first place 1 have not the time. In the 
second, it is not of sufficient importance to any one to do so. | 
am 44 years old, a native of the “Old North State,” a married 
man, always expect to be; һауе a large, robust family. 1 have 


been a clergyman fifteen years; have spent ten years in Texas, 


two in Missouri and three in Decatur, Ill. 


My ancestors, as far аз 1 know, were all good, honest people, 
with a strong predilection for gospel and gab. My father was 
both editor and preacher. My grandfather was the same on 
the Atkin side, and thus it runneth on back through the dim 
vista of the past until the memory of man faileth, and there is 
nothing left in the murky horizon to guide the memory or fill 
the aching void or silence but a crest of arms which 1 am afraid 
some remote and unscrupulous ancestor of mine pillaged 


from a neighboring bailiwick. Yours faithfully, F. N. Atkin. 


The Leavenworth Times. December 2, 1897. 


Burrow's recovery from a severe illness. The 
pulpit was made to order in the east and rested 
on а handsome base of oak. It featured a large 
polished eagle that is the symbol for Saint John. 


Unbelievably, during the twelve years 
between 1894 and 1906, St. John’s had eleven 
documented rectors. Finances were a primary 
reason that St. John's rectors left, but another 
difficulty was the situation between St. John’s 
апа the Episcopal Mission on Decatur’s East 
side. Although the parishes attempted to be 
noncompetitive, several of St. John’s most 
dedicated parishioners were also heavily 
involved in supporting the mission. Beyond 
parishioners helping the mission, several of 
the mission priests would eventually end up 
covering for the lack of a priest at St. John’s. This 
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workload overwhelmed new priests and may 
have been one reason thot they didn't stay very 
long. It was a difficult situation, as it was simply 
too hard physically and mentally to adequately 
support two so widely different debt-ridden 
parishes. No wonder several left quickly citing ill 
health. 


At any rate, it was a stressful time for St. John’s 
members. The congregation continued to grow 
by the sheer vision of the vestry and interested 
laypersons. 


One of the strongest and most enduring 
women’s guilds began during this period as St. 
John's Guild was formed in 1896. These women 
would continue to raise funds and greatly 
support the needs of the parish for several 
years. 


In 1897, William John Wycliffe Bedford-Jones 
became minister-in-charge at St. John’s. 
Bedford-Jones was born on Ари 1, 1861, in Cork, 
Ireland, and was а second-generation Anglican 
priest. His father, Thomas Bed ford-Jones, had a 
prolific ministerial career in Ireland and Canada. 
Thomas's wife (William's mother) had died 
during childbirth. When a small child, William, 
was left temporarily in Ireland while his father 
moved to Canada to help build a new church 
and new life for his family. In Canada, Thomas 
Bedford-Jones would become Archdeacon 
of Kingston, and later Archdeacon of Ontario. 
He was the first Precenter of St. George's 
Cathedral, Kingston. A noted church musician, 
he composed several hymn tunes and chants. 
No doubt, all of his accomplishments were seen 
by his son, William, who would later become the 
rector in Decatur. 


William Bedford-Jones had been called to 
serve All Angels’ mission on the east side of 
Decatur. Before serving at All Angels’ in Decatur, 
he had been an assistant to Rev. Townsend 
at All Angels’ Church in New York City. Rev. 
Bedford-Jones had tremendous success at 
the mission. He was a man of vision and action 
that is reflected in the upcoming article "Guild 
Boys.” His temporary position at All Angels’ and 
St. John's were simply stopovers on his career 
journey. 


Letter To The Parish From E. P. Bishop, Treasurer Of The Vestry, 1898 


St. 3obn's Church 


m 


Decarur, Irt, Jan. 20, 1898. 
To the Members and Friends of this Parish: 


On the twenty-ninth of last November the Vestry issued a 
request for the payment of balances due on subscriptions and also 
for a special offering to average $5.00 from each member of the 
Parish to meet pressing needs amounting to $1300.00. 

In response to this we have received payments of about 
$300.00 on subscriptions, leaving still due from subscriptions of 
1897 about $150.00. Owing to the fact that some of these are not 
written pledges we fear that part of this amount will not be paid. 

The response to the request for a special offering came from 
only fifteen persons and aggregated only $66.30. This appeal was 
sent to 175 members of the Parish. 160 did not respond. Why 
not? 

We did not receive enough money to pay in full the salary 
of our late Rector, and settled with him by accepting his order on 
the Treasurer in favor of various parties. These orders, aggregat- 
ing over $100.00, are still unpaid and must be provided for at once. 

With the commencement of a new year we find ourselves 
more than $900.00 behind. And to meet this we enclose a special 
envelope to be placed in the offertory next Sunday, January 23. 
We trust that every member of the Parish will contribute to this 
as liberally as possible. 


In reference to this year, the Vestry hasas yet done nothing 


The rector was described in the Herald and 
Review as “a young man of originality, bordering 
on eccentricity, witty, bright, of agreeable 
manners, he made quite an impression on the 
Decatur of his day.” 


Rev. Bedford-Jones would later become rector 
at St. James By-The-Sea Episcopal Church 
in La Jolla, California. The church’s history 
described him as: 


Tall and handsome, with a fine presence. He 
preached well and had an unusual way of 
winning attention. He never used the pulpit, 
but stood in the center of the chancel, 
and often walked up and down the aisle. 
Sometimes he would announce that as 
it was a hot day, he would only preach for 
ten minutes. He set his watch on one of the 
choir stalls and took a look at it from time 
to time. Ten minutes meant ten minutes, no 
more or less. [A parishioner wrote that she] 
was grateful to find her Rector “far above 
average as a preacher and a very solid 


towards filling the vacancy in the Rectorship. They do not think 
it right to do so until they know they are to have the money to pay 
the salary of a Rector and to meet the necessary expenses of the 
Parish. 

It is necessary that we have larger subscriptions and more 
of them than we have had the past year. A blank pledge is en- 
closed which please fill out for as liberal an amount as possible 
and return promptly to the Treasurer. 

Let every communicant and member of the Parish feel it his 
or her duty to do what he can in the way of financial support. 

The response to this circular will be the guide to the Vestry 
in the matter of securing a Rector. Without the support of the 
members of the Parish they cannot incur the obligation involved 
therein. 

Please give this matter immediate attention that we may 


know what we have to depend upon. 


Respectfully, 


THE VESTRY.OE ST. JOHNS CHURCH, 
By E. P. BISHOP, Treas. 


If for any reason you are unable to attend service next Sunday 


please send your offering and pledge direct to the Treasurer. 


churchman.” His services were simple, she 
said, as befitted a small church, but they 
were orderly and traditional. 


For several reasons, including his magnanimous 
personality he became one of the most 
well-known and well-loved residents of La 
Jolla, California. First, he was the father of a 
popular author of the time, Harry Bedford- 


Rev. William Bedford-Jones, Left, Circa, 1920s 
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GUILD HALL BOYS 


Good Results by Rector Jones in the East 
End. 


WORK WORTHY OF EMULATION 


Established a Gymnasium at All Angels’ 
Church and Gathered in a Class of 
Young People-- Closing of the Year. 


At this season of the year when each day 
chronicles the closing meeting of some 
club or organization, which in a measure 
has accomplished the work mapped out 
at the beginning of the year, a mention 
in passing of the close of meetings for 
the year of the Boy's Gymnasium class 
of All Angels’ school and the work 
accomplished during the year may 
be of more than ordinary interest to 
those who are interested in the healthy 
development of a boy's moral, physical 
and mental characteristics. 


The closing meeting will not be one of 
more than ordinary interest. There will 
be no officers elected and the class will 
not give any banquet at $2 or even 50 
cents a plate, the departure from the 
custom being made for various reasons. 


The class was organized two years ago 
by Rev. Bedford-Jones, who has had 
entire charge of the work thus far. It 
is composed of boys whose ages range 
from 10 to 15 and 16 years. They are all 
residents of that part of Decatur lying 
east of the Illinois Central tracks and 
are in the greater part the children of 
the miners and naturally many of them 
are of foreign extraction. Many of the 
boys are drivers of the mule teams down 
in the mines and nearly all of them are 
employed in some way helping to add to 
the scanty income of their parents. 


The conditions which existed two years 
ago were these: The boys, like all boys, 
were bound to find amusement some 
place and as nothing was open to them 
in the vicinity but the barber shops 
and saloons they formed a habit of 


spending their evenings in the company 


of rough men engaged in discussions 
often demoralizing in the extreme, and 
as a natural result assuming the vices 
with which they came in contact. In 
finding what they called amusement 
the people of the neighborhood were 
often terrorized by the depredations 
committed by them. The meetings held 
at the Guild hall of All Angels’ church 
were frequently interrupted by the 
breaking of the doors or the windows 
and Rev. Jones was forced to call on more 
than one occasion for police protection. 
The boys were not what might be called 
lawless, but looked upon work of this 
sort as the best plan of finding diversion 
which is a natural inclination in the lives 
of all healthy boys. In a walk down the 
street Rev. Jones was invariably greeted 
by handfuls of mud, accompanied 
by derisive epithets. More than a year 
ago the Guild hall was fitted up as a 
gymnasium and the boys were invited to 
come in and make use of the hall. They 
came reluctantly at first, but through 
a boyish love of sport were soon deeply 
interested. The number of the class has 
grown from 10 to 56 and each boy is 
made to feel that he is a joint owner in the 
gymnasium and personally responsible 
for its preservation and success. They 
have been reached by appealing to 
them through their boyish instincts and 
through their pride in the organization 
have developed in a remarkable manner 
and become earnest and apt pupils in 
the science of boxing, bag punching, 
trapeze performance, Indian club 
exercise and other athletic sports. 


During the winter the class has 
assembled several times to listen to a 
talk by various persons who have known 
and become interested in them. At the 
time of the Maine disaster Mrs. Ellen 
Philbrook talked to them on the subject 
and told them of her visit on board 
the Maine, explaining to the them the 
construction of the large war vessels. 
Dr. William Catto gave them a practical 


lecture on physical development. Mr. 
Gage of Chicago also lectured before 
them and Miss Burrows has contributed 
much to their enjoyment by the playing 
of popular airs and other music on 
the piano which has been presented to 
them. The piano is an old one but greatly 
appreciated and enjoyed. The hall has 
been repainted and made attractive 
by the addition of several pictures, 
including pictures of the battleships 


and a few flags. 


The best of fellowship exists between 
the class and their instructor and the 
secret of the influence over them is in 
the manner in which Rev. Jones has 
made them feel that he is one of them 
and deeply interested in their welfare. 


Much may be said of the work which 
has been accomplished, but a short talk 
with one of the members of the class is 
probably the best method of knowing 
how the organization has flourished. 
There is much yet to be done and the 
class instead of a membership of 56 
could easily be swelled to three times 
the number if it were possible to arouse 
the interest of which the organization is 
deserving. The work is greatly in need 
of encouragement, financially and 
otherwise. Much of the success already 
obtained has been made possible by 
the interest taken in the work by Miss 
Burrows, Mrs. Philbrook and a few 
others. 


The club is supported through the efforts 
of Rev. Jones. There is no membership 
fee and no assessments made. Rev. Jones 
is the president and Harry Kramer the 
treasurer, there being no other officers. 


The flag which was recently presented to 
Rev. Jones by Bradley Bros. will be raised 
in the corner of the church yard with 
appropriate ceremonies by the school and 
a bulletin board on which will be posted 
the important war news will be nailed to 
the pole. 


Jones. In later years, the rector and his son 
had a widely publicized custody contest for his 
granddaughter covered by papers all over the 
United States. 


Secondly, he oversaw the construction of new 
St. James By-the-Sea Episcopal church that 
cost more than $100,000. It was such a beautiful 
Spanish Colonial building that eventually it was 
moved several blocks and enlarged. The church 
was still operating in 2020 and had added an 
art gallery for the community. 


Finally, Rev. Bedford-Jones served at St. James 
By-the Sea for nearly 15 years. He was greatly 
admired for increasing the congregation and 
overseeing the enormous building effort. Ill 
health forced him to retire in 1931. He died in 1933 
and was buried in La Jolla Memorial Chapel. 


In 1898, 25-year-old Henry Watson Ruffner 
became rector of St. John's. Rev. Ruffner was 
born in 1873 in Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 
Before coming to St. John's, Father Ruffner was 
curate at Grace Chapel in New York City, New 
York, and he worked to earn his Bachelor of 
Divinity from the General Theological Seminary. 
He was ordained as a priest in Springfield, 
Illinois, in 1898. The Springfield Churchman 
was complementary of Father Ruffner, calling 
him “..a godly, conscientious and sensible 
priest, and a musician of ability far more than 
ordinary.” He was remembered by many 

as ап extraordinary minister and 

oversaw several new projects at 
St. John’s. Upon coming to St. 
John's, Ruffner was single, and 
soon married Helen Malvina 
Warfield in 1899. 


One notable project was 
undertaken in 1899 when Mrs. 
Ellen Е. Philbrook was appointed 
historiographer of 50 John’s 
Parish. She was already very 
active in organizations throughout 

the church. Mrs. Philbrook was a teacher 

in Decatur schools from 1879 - 1885 and was 
known for her intellect. Her obituary in the 
Herald and Review would later describe her as 
"a delightful little woman to those whom she 


(( 


“Муз. Philbrook Was Asked 
To Collect And Compile ‘Any, And 
All Such Facts As On The Current 
History Of The Parish As Will Prove 
Of Interest To The Members, And 
The Same Shall Be Published 
In A Yearbook.’” 


Rev. Henry Ruffner, 1898 


knew best. She was bright and clever, a great 

reader, and a good talker. She was a strong- 

minded woman of firm opinions and made 

close friends of those she cared to know well." 

The 1899 History Of St. John's is reproduced in its 
entirety at the end of this chapter. 


Mrs. Philbrook was asked to collect 
and compile “any, and all such 
facts as on the current history 
of the Parish as will prove of 
interest to the members, and 
the same shall be published 
in a yearbook.” After this book 
was completed, two hundred 
copies were published by 
Review Publishing. The small red 
books were then distributed to 
members of the congregation. Rev. 
Henry Ruffner wrote the introduction 
to the 1899 History, and he documented the 
following: 


Too great content with the present brings 
carelessness as to the future. Too great 
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discontent with the present is apt to be 
based upon an ignorance of the past. 
This little book is purposed to prevent a 
satisfaction that breeds indifference and a 
dissatisfaction that causes discouragement 
with things as they are in St. John’s Church. 
The following record should suggest that 
the time and resources of the Parish have 
been well employed. There is much to show 
for them. When one considers the difficulties, 
how really little of time and means there were 
to work with, one must acknowledge that 
much has been accomplished. If there rises 
a tendency to be disheartened or dissatisfied 
with the condition of the Parish today, let 
it be remembered how creditable it is that 
from such relatively small causes, such good 
results have sprung. And, on the other hand, 
if there is a tendency comfortably to enjoy 
those things which are favorable, without 
thought of things that may be lacking, let 
the example of those years in the past when 
self-sacrifice was not shrunk from and the 
future not lost sight of, enter in to stimulate 
all to renewed efforts to supplement and 
round out the work so well begun. 


It is in order that the younger generation in 
the church now, and the generations yet to 
come may know somewhat of the Parish’s 
past, and from that knowledge be 
both encouraged and incited to 
an interested activity that the 
glimpse of what St. John’s 
Church has been since 1855, 

is given in the following 


pages. 


That same yeor, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lowber Burrows purchased 
four Greenwood cemetery 
lots, which included between 
20 and 24 spaces, and donated 
thern to the church. The lots were "for 

the express purpose of the internment of 

the members and communicants of St. John's 
church ...." After the ground was consecrated, 
a Celtic cross was erected in the middle of the 
section, and it was proclaimed "God's Acre." 


Regular services were held at Saint John's 
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"Too Great Content With The 
Present Brings Carelessness As 
To The Future." 
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God's Acre Celtic Cross, 1900 


Episcopal Church on Sunday morning, 
September 10th, 1899, but a welcome surprise 
was to come later. At the evening services, 
Rector Ruffner introduced a new missionary, 
Rev. John Tilley, Jr, who had come to take 
charge of All Angels’ Mission. Mr. Tilley was born 
on December 7th, 1874, in New York state and 
came from Westchester, New York. 
He was a graduate of Columbia 
College and the General 
Theological Seminary of New 
York City. After his introduction, 
Rev. Tilley made а short 
address. Тһеп celebratory 
music was provided by a choir 
of twelve young ladies and 
pianist, Miss Daverill. 


A week before, a social had been 

held at All Angels’ to prepare the 

mission congregation for the reception 

of a new rector. At that time, many people 

attended and responded positively to the call 
for reorganization. 


Rev. Bedford-Jones had provided the foundation 
for a well-attended All Angels’ Mission. Once Rev. 
Bedford-Jones left, the mission had remained 
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open primarily due to the work of a layman, 
George Williams. He regularly conducted the 
Sunday school and read evening services. He 
also had connected with Rev. Ruffner, who gave 
Holy Communion during the time the church 
had “been without a head.” 


Rev. Tilley came to Decatur from 
New York with a tumultuous 
history. The Decatur paper ran 

an article in late September 
1899 that stated, “May Change 
Canons -- The Need Cited in 

the Case of Rev. John Tilley, 

Jr. of Decatur, Ill.” Rev. Tilley 
had been denied diaconate 
ordination in New York, but then 
was ordained by an Illinois Bishop. 
According to the canons of the church, 

it was possible for a candidate of holy orders, 
whose application for ordination had been 
rejected by the board of one diocese, to receive 
ordination at the hands of a bishop of another 


“Rev. Tilley Came To Decatur 
From New York With A 
Tumultuous History.” 
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diocese. It was suggested that an amendment 
to the canons might be needed to make the 
requirements more equal. 


An instance mentioned was an ordination 
held at St. Peters Episcopal Church, 
Westchester, New York, the previous 
month by Bishop Seymour of 
Illinois. The candidate was 
Rev. John Tilley, Jr, whose 
application had been rejected 
by the diocese authorities 
in Westchester, New York. 
Rev. Mr. Tilley had excellent 
references and high academic 
achievement. Like another 
debated candidate, Dr. Briggs, he 
was denied ordination, although his 
scholastic achievement was superior 
to others who had been ordained earlier. This 
inequality in ordination was rampant in the New 
York Diocese. 
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During August 1899, feelings were running 
high in Westchester related to the Protestant 
Episcopal Church's political factions that 
impacted who could ordain and the candidate 
requirements that were needed. One casualty 
of this disagreement was St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church. 


After the situation, St. Peter's and a nearby library 
were completely burned down, resulting in over 
a $100,000 loss. The controversy over ordination 
requirements led the leadership of St. Peters 
Church to believe that fire was intentionally 
set. The church had received threatening 
letters earlier and felt the opponents would do 
anything. 


Although Rev. Tilley was well-respected, had 
grown up in the church, and had served 
faithfully with Dr. Е. М. Clendenin, it was 
suggested that he find another 
diocese in which to be ordained 
and work. Bishop Seymour's All 
Angels’ Mission, Decatur, Illinois, 

was selected. As he was to 

go the Springfield Diocese 

to labor, he became Bishop 
Seymour's candidate for holy 
orders as it is customary for 
Bishops to ordain their own 


clergy. 


Rev. Tilley and his family were 
exhausted from the political rivalry related 

to his ordination as a deacon. When his father 
stood before the decimated New York St. Peter's 
Church where nothing stood but a white altar, 
he exclaimed, “My son shall be ordained now, 
if the ceremony has to be performed in the 
churchyard.” Bishop Seymour arrived, and 
the deacon's ordination rites were held in St. 
Peter's small chapel. The chapel was only опе 
hundred feet from the blackened church but 
had escaped unharmed. 


Rev. Tilley came to Decatur in September 1899. 
A short four months after his arrival in Decatur, 
Rev. Tilley had assumed duties for All Angels’ 
Mission and then became Acting Rector of St. 
John's. 


Father Ruffner had been compelled to resign 
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"St. Peter's And A Nearby 
Library Were Completely 
Burned Down, Resulting In 
Over A $100,000 Loss.” 


quickly and relocate to а more suitable climate 
for his ongoing medical conditions. He preached 
a farewell sermon on the morning of January 
28th, 1900, and immediately left on the 4:00 
P.M. train. Rev. Ruffner would soon assume the 
rectorate of The Episcopal Church of The Good 
Shepherd in Silver City, New Mexico, where he 
would stay for six years. History shows that Rev. 
Ruffner would live until 1931 when tuberculosis 
finally overtook him. 


Rev. Tilley was ordained a priest on July 26th, 
1900, by the Rt. Rev. George F. Seymour, Bishop 
of the Diocese of Springfield. After the services 
at St. John’s, the Bishop and visiting clergymen 
were entertained at a luncheon given by Mrs. 
William Barnes at her home on West Main 
Street. Rev. Tilley then left for New York for a visit 
of a few months, during which time the two 
Episcopal churches of the city were 
closed. 


When Rev. Tilley returned, he 
only stayed a short while. He 
then served several small 
Illinois Communities. Later he 
returned to New York state 
Episcopal churches and 
missions, where he died in 1959. 


During the turn of the century, 
communicant strength continued 
to grow, but the financial woes 
continued. Although the parish numbered 
250, the budget was less than $3000. Even so, 
the parishioners, as always, felt compelled 
to maintain the building. Repairs to the new 
church continued. In 1900, the church doors 
were renovated and repainted. 


Economic challenges continued at St. John’s, 
and occasionally the parish had to think of new 
ways to find funds to help pay its debts. In 1901, 
the church was so desperate for money that the 
vestry had to borrow $100 from St. John’s Guild. 
The vestry repaid the money with an interest 
rate of five percent. 


Throughout St. John’s history, youth were often 
provided extra activities by competent adult 
leaders that helped them feel a part of the 
church family. These activities provided an 


HE HAS RESIGNED. 


11 Health Causes the Retirement of Rev. Ruffner As Rector of St. John's. 
The Resignation Was Handed In Several Days Ago And Was Accepted By Vestry. 


WILL GO WEST FOR A REST 


At the conclusion of the morning service 
at Saint John's church, the Rev. Н. W. 
Ruffner said that he would read several 
communications between himself and 
the vestry, and as said communications 
would explain all he could say he would 
make no comments. 


The rector said: 


“Аға vestry meeting on Monday evening 
the 8th inst., the following resolution was 
passed and presented to me. 


“Resolved, That the vestry of Saint John’s 
church have observed with concern the 
continued ill health of the rector and 
hereby extend our sympathy and express 
the wish that he should take time for rest 
and recuperation if he should so desire.” 


After a consultation with my physicians 1 

felt compelled to give up my rectorate and 
in the following letter to the wardens and 
vestrymen | tendered my resignation. 


To the Wardens and Vestrymen of Saint 
Johns Parish. It is with profound grief 
and regret that 1 tender my resignation 
to the wardens and vestrymen of Saint 


John’s Parish, Decatur, Ill, and ask that 1 
may be allowed to give up my duties as 
rector upon Feb. 1, 1900. An imperative 
command from my physician that 1 seek 
a climate more favorable to my present 
physical condition is the sole ground for 
this action on my part. 


My personal regret at being parted from 
the members of the parish should not be 
dwelt upon here further than to make 
mention of my deep appreciation of the 
loyalty with which all have supported me 
whether they wholly agreed with me or 
not, and of the repeated considerations 
and kindnesses that have been multiplied 
upon me and mine. In deepest sincerity 
1 here declare that 1 shall always hold in 
affectionate remembrance my friends in 
Saint John's Decatur. It hurts the parish to 
have arectorate as short as mine has been. 
1 had pledged myself upon coming here 
to remain if possible, at least five years, 
feeling that though 1 might accomplish 
little else, a stay of that length would in 
itself be a benefit to the parish. It is then 
only an urgent necessity that could impel 


THEY ATE PANCAKES 


me to leave under a short two years. 1 
thank God for the privilege of having 
been here for even so short a time, | pray 
Him to sanctify to the good of the parish 
anything of worth that 1 may have done, 
and to make of no effect the workings 
of my mistakes, 1 involve the constant 
blessing upon all who in this parish are 


called by his name. 
Faithfully Yours, H. W. Ruffner, Presbyter... 


To the majority of the congregation of 
Saint John's church the resignation of 
Rev. Ruffner was a surprise, and it was 
received with deep regret. During the 
time that he has officiated as rector of 
the parish he has endeared himself to his 
people. Within recent years the church 
has had no rector who gave such general 
satisfaction. It had been the earnest 
hope of the congregation that it would 
be possible for him to remain with them 
for a long term of years. The fact that he 
is in delicate health has been regretfully 
observed by his friends and his physical 
condition alone is responsible for the 


change... 


OLD CUSTOM REVIVED WITH 
PROFIT TO CHURCHES. 


Two pancake socials were given by Episcopal 
ladies Tuesday night. It was Shrove Tuesday, 
the last day before Lent, and pancakes are 
peculiar to that day. One of the suppers was 
given by the ladies of St. John’s church and 
the other by the ladies of All Angels’ church. 


WHY IT’S SO CALLED. 


One of the ladies of St. John’s church said 
about Pancake Tuesday: 


“Yes, we eat pancakes today. The Tuesday 
before Lent has, from time immemorial, 
been Pancake Day. In the early days they 
ate pancakes because eggs were denied 
then on that occasion. Now, and for many 
years, that interdict has been removed, but 


we still eat pancakes. Shrove Tuesday we call 
it, because it was the day upon which all 
were shriven, and it has never ceased to be 
a day of merriment and rejoicing. It is Fat 
Tuesday, or Mardi Gras, as the French call it, 
and even in this country people go merrily 
mad on the day that preceeds the sombre 
and. solemn Ash Wednesday, and all the 
forty days of Lent.” 


ST. JOHN’S SUPPER. 


The St. John’s supper was in charge of the 
members of the Sanctuary chapter and was 
given at the office of the Decatur Gas and 
Electric Company in the Powers building. 
The company donated the use of gas 
ranges and gas, and tables were arranged 
in the office. From 5 to 8 o'clock the ladies 
had as many patrons as they could serve. 


Pancakes, waffles and coffee were served 
hot from the stoves. There was a table where 
candy was sold and a large collection of 
ladies’ stocks and collars and some other 
domestic articles were offered for sale. 


AT MR. SHADES. 


The All Angels’ church supper was given at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. W. Р. Shade on 
East Wood street. A long table was arranged 
in the large dining room and about twenty- 
five persons were seated at a time. The 
supper was from 5 to 8 p. m. and the dining 
room was crowded all of the time. Pancakes, 
coffee and doughnuts were sold. During the 
evening a mandolin orchestra furnished 
music and a social followed the supper. 


Both of the churches made money. 


T""mame- 


THREE SONGS 


Henry Watson Ruffner 


Coincidence 
Rejoice, 'tis Spring 
The Hush-a-Bye-Birds 


THE JOHN CHURCH COMPANY 
CINCINNATI NEW YORK 


Three Songs Cover Sheet, 197 


Rosemary, “For Remembrance,” 1906 


1 saw а robin brave to-day! 
His bright wing flashed across the gray 
Of Winter's sullen face. 
His song the drowsy tree-tops heard, 
And in their beds the flowers stirred; 
The buds burst forth a pace, burst forth apace. 


Awakening, nature snaps the spell 
Old Winter thought he'd wrought so well.— 
Arouse thee, heart, and sing! 
Ah! miracle of quickened life; 
АЫ song of triumph after strife; 
Rejoice, Rejoice, 'tis Spring!l 
— Henry Watson Ruffner. 


EST : 
High Voice Low Voice 


To L. Е.Ж. ME M. 


Rejoice, 413 Spring 


HENRY WATSON RUFFNER 


Allegro 
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I saw a 
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rob - in brave-His bright wing flashd a - cross the gray 


Copyright, MCMXI, by The John Church Company 
Internatieeal Cogynght 


Three Songs Introduction, 191 Rejoice, ‘tis Spring” Song, 191 


The Daily Review. April 20, 1900. 


NEXT PAGE: A photo taken at the wedding of Mr. and Mrs. C. K. Perry at St. John’s in 1900. The only people 
definitely identified are Mr. and Mrs. J. К. Stafford. Mr. Stafford is in the front row at the right end with Mrs. 
Stafford directly behind him on the next row. 


Print from J. К. Stafford collection of negatives taken in the late 18905 and early 1900s which were in possession of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack French of Cerro Gordo. Pictures were recovered from the Stafford attic in July 1953. The print of 
the “Wabash Engineers"at the beginning of the chapter was another of Stafford’s. 
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escape, to some extent, from outside influence 
and worries. 


One activity that St. John’s provided for boys in 
the community during the late 1800s and early 
1900s was a well-respected surpliced boys’ 
choir. The boys trained on a rigid schedule, and 
much was expected of them. It was not unusual 
that the boys’ choir would be rewarded in the 
summer by participating in camping, fishing, 
and other outside activities. Generally, the boys 
were respectful and well-behaved. 


However, this was not always the case. One boy 
of particular mention is Logan Curtis. He was 
born in January of 1887 and later described in 
the Daily Review on August 2nd, 1896, as the 
“small boy with the golden curls.” 


Curtis had a challenging home life. His father, 
George S. Curtis, was taken into custody on 
January 20th, 1896. While no reason was given, 
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Wedding of Lola Montgomery and Colby К. Perry, 1900 


later papers would indicate that George 
was declared “insane” by a county court 
and committed to a mental health facility in 
Kankakee, Illinois. This development left Logan 
Curtis to be raised by his mother, Jerusha. She 
was a washerwoman and took care of her 
husband and Logan. Keeping her son safe and 
guiding him toward adulthood would prove to 
be no easy task. 


Many articles were featured in the Decatur 
papers that documented the family’s struggles 
between 1893 and 1906. In one such report, 
Curtis, aged 10, was accused of stealing two 
separate horse rigs in a short period, picking 
up other children he found along the way and 
driving through the city en route to a park. 
When confronted, Curtis insisted that the items 
were his. Upon being detained and taken 
home, he attempted a daring escape on one 
of the stolen horses. The officer had to sprint 


Sangamon River, Circa 1900 


to overtake Curtis. Upon threat from the officer 
that he would be taken to jail, the boy gave the 
correct information, and he was taken home 
and turned over to his parents. This story was 
just one of multiple incidents with young Curtis, 
and unfortunately, his misdeeds would soon 
have a dire impact on St. John’s and its 
leadership. 


At one time, Curtis was а member 
of the boys’ choir at St. John’s. 
On April 14th, 1900, an extensive 


(( 


The choir of St. John’s Episcopal Church is 
having a fine time camping east of Decatur. 
The camp is located a mile down the river 
from Coulter's mill. Eugene Wilson caught the 
first fish of the party. Visitors are expected at 
the camp tomorrow and the next day. 


Nothing in the article would indicate 
trouble of any kind. 


Various accounts of the 
upcoming story are 
documented in papers from 


article appeared in the . . 
Herald and Review for Easter "Nothing In The Article а 
at St. John’s апа indicates Would Indicate Trouble Of 

; the boys, including Harry 
that Logan Curtis had a solo Any Kind." Oldham RW Со, cad 


during the program under the 
direction of choir manager, H. 

L. Oldham. At this time, Rev. John 
Tilley, Jr. was the new Acting Rector. 


In August, plans were made to take the choir 
on their annual camping trip east of Decatur to 
the banks of the Sangamon River, a mile south 
of Coulter's Mill. On August 2nd, 1900, The Daily 
Review ran an article that stated, 


Arthur Dawson. Logan Curtis 

had been a member of the 

choir at one time, but he had since 

been requested to leave. He was not 
expected or invited to join the campers. 


However, he did show up at the camp, 
unattended and without permission from any 
adult. Mr. Oldham stated that it was not known 
that Curtis was at the retreat "until the wagon 
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with the camp equipment was halfway to the 
place. Then it was discovered that Curtis had 
smuggled himself into the wagon unknown to 
the driver. After he got to the camp, he was 
permitted to stay there.” The facts of the Curtis 
story vary slightly. However, the result remains 
the same. 


Sometime early the next morning, Curtis took a 
rowboat out by himself without any chaperones’ 
consent. Adults at the camp yelled to Curtis, 
but he simply laughed at them as he traveled 
down the river. Curtis may have thought that 
this was yet another trick to add to his list of 
achievements. Unfortunately, this would have 
devastating impacts. 


Most of the campers at the time were not 
immediately concerned by the incident with 
Curtis as it aligned with his usual persona. Some 
older members of the choir began walking down 
the river banks to see if they could find Curtis, 
but there was no sign of him or the boat. The 
consensus was that he was playing yet another 
prank. Several adults were in charge of the boys 
while R. W. Chilson went to town to work for much 
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of the day. When Mr. Chilson returned to camp, 
he began feverishly searching for the boy with 
his large boat. He found the missing boat from 
Logan Curtis, but there was no sign of the boy. 


The banks of the river were unusually muddy, 
and there were no signs of footprints. Chilson 
visited Jerusha Curtis on the evening of 
August 2nd but did not share what may have 
happened to her son. Most of the chaperones 
and campers thought that the boy might still 
be alive and show up at the house, the ultimate 
trick having been played on the church and 
his mother. Strangely enough, Jerusha was not 
entirely sure that her son had gone with the 
choir, but thought he probably had, based on 
the items he took with him from the house. 


By August 3rd, the Daily Review headline revealed, 
“Think Boy Is Drowned.” The article states that 
there was no trace of the boy during the searches 
on August 2nd and 3rd. The Springfield, Illinois, 
papers also ran articles on August 3rd, indicating 
that many folks in town "doubt this theory [that 
he drowned], owning to the disposition of the 
boy to play pranks on his friends." However, the 


search for the boy continued, and his body was 
finally found on August 4th. 


August 5th, an inquest was announced into the 
drowning of Logan Curtis. The jury was sworn 
in and viewed the body of young Logan Curtis 
before he was buried in Greenwood Cemetery, 
in one of the St. John's plots at "God's Acre.” The 
related court cases would hang over the town, 
the parish, and the choir for the next year. 


Six months later, Rev. Clarence Croft Leman 
would arrive at St. John’s on February 16th, 
1901, coming from Gainesville, Florida. He had 
graduated from the University of the South 
and Bexley Hall at Gambier, Ohio. He was 
ordained deacon in 1882 and priest in 1884 by 
Bishop Beckwith. He was known to be a man of 
considerable force and have great ability as a 
pastor and a preacher. 


Sadly, Leman would last barely two months 
at St. John's. On March llth, 1901, the paper 
announced that he had to withdraw his 
acceptance due to his wife's health conditions 
that were aggravated by the Illinois climate. The 
vestry accepted his withdrawal with reservation. 
Leman agreed to stay through Easter 1901. 


Leman filed positions in Georgia, Illinois, 
Arkansas, Mississippi, and Florida, before dying 
of a heart condition in Arkansas on March 
2nd, 1914. He left three daughters, and his wife, 
Elizabeth Leman, who died in 1947. 


While there are certainly throngs of newspaper 
articles and artifacts that reflect happy times in 
the church's life, tragic times are documented 
as well. St. John's suffered greatly during the 
new rectorship of the Rev. Douglas C. Peabody 
who arrived at St. John's in July 1901. Peabody, 
a native of Alabama, had been a rector for 
twenty-five years and, by all accounts, should 
have been a great fit for St. John's. However, less 
than a year later on June 30th, 1902, local papers 
reported that Peabody would be resigning as 
the rector to accept a call to Gainesville, Florida, 
to mend his ailing health. The vestry regretfully 
accepted the resignation, not knowing that his 
story in Decatur was not over and would take a 
dreadful turn. 


On July 5th, 1902, the Decatur Herald had a 
tragic and blazing headline that read "With 
A Winchester Rifle; Rev. Douglas C. Peabody, 
Rector of St. John's Episcopal Church, Ended 
His Life While Suffering With Insanity." The 
article stated: 


May the God whom he faithfully served and 
trusted until the mind was darkened and 
depressed and his vital energies became 
too feeble to cope with the issues of life, may 
the gracious God and [Savior] mercifully 
receive him and give him perpetual light 
and crown him with perfect peace. Short 
services for Rev. Peabody were held at his 
home in Decatur with the vestry acting as 
honorary pallbearers, and he was interred 
in Saint James Cemetery in Glastonbury, 
Connecticut. 


Bishop George F. Seymour, who was spending 
the summer in Brooklyn, New York, wrote an 
explanatory obituary about Rev. Peabody for 
the church papers. He related that Peabody had 
Bright's Disease, a painful kidney disorder, and 
dementia, which contributed to his depression 
and early demise at 54 years. 


He related that Rev. Douglas Cairnes Peabody 


Rev. Douglass Cairnes Peabody, Undated 
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BISHOP'S TRIBUTE 


Rt. Rev. George F. Seymour's Eulogy 
of the Rev. D. C. Peabody, Late Rector 
of St John's Episcopal Church. 


A GENTLEMAN IN EVERY WAY. 


An Athlete In Build But Tender and 
Affectionate In All His Acts. 


The following is a copy of an obituary 
notice of the late Rev. D. C. Peabody, 
written by the Rt. Rev. George Е 
Seymour, bishop of Springfield, who 
is now in Brooklyn, spending the 
summer. The notice was written by 
Bishop Seymour for publication in 
the church papers, and a copy was 
forwarded to a member of the vestry 
here: 


“THE LATE REV. D. C. PEABODY.” 


“We, the friends of the Rev. D. C. 
Peabody, owe a debt of duty to our 
deceased brother, to explain to 
others outside of his family and 
circle of personal acquaintances 
the circumstances and reason of his 


tragic death by his own hand.” 


“m his normal condition the 
Rev. Douglass C. Peabody was as 
far removed from suicide as any 
Christian man could be. He was a 
gentleman by birth and culture, 
and his noble, manly, tender and 
sympathetic nature set the seal of 
reality upon the charming dignified 
and most attractive manners of 
the man. He was when in health a 
“King of men.” He was a splendid 
specimen of robust development 
and physical prowess. He was six 
feet in height and a born athlete. 
With all his bodily strength and 


force, he was of a most affectionate 


and tender disposition, and 
winning and attractive in presence 
and conversation. His intellect was 
vigorous and able. His religion was 
in his heart, and radiated through 
his life in all its relations, and made 
him what he was, one of the kindest 
and best of husbands and fathers, 
and friends and a true priest and 
devoted pastor. 


"Suddenly such a man kills himself. 
How can we account for this 
appalling fact? Diseases, kindred in 
character and related in effect, had 
without the knowledge of his dearest 
friends or even himself, seized upon 
him, and made stealthy progress 
until the frightful result was reached 
on the 4th of July in his self-inflicted 


death. 


“Bright's disease, and softening of the 


lot not far from the church. The 
rector of the parish, the Rev. W. 
H. Dean, the Rev. Dr. Goodridge 
of Exeter, N. H., and the Ven. F. A. 
DeRosset archdeacon of Springfield, 


ІШ. assisted in the service. 


^| assure the Rev. Douglass C. 
Peabody's friends far and near, and all 
who take any interest in the sad affair, 
that no moral stain rests upon his 
pure soul on account of his last fatal 
act. It was the deed of an insane man." 
May light perpetual shine upon him. 
GEORGE F. SEYMOUR, 

“Bishop of Springfield.” 


“Glastonbury, Conn., July 7th, 1902.” 


brain dethroned his intellect and were | - 


the causes of his insane act. ‘While 


the Rev. Mr. Peabody’s health had 


been ae the last year, no one |} 


suspected that there was an unsettling 
of the mind, until the end came.’ 


"His failing health and strength 


rendered him a prey to worry, which || 


would not have disturbed a well 
man's peace of mind, but to him little 


things seemed a burden too heavy-to || 


b ear. 


"| committed the body of our deceased m 


friend and brother to the grave at 


Glastonbury, Conn., on Monday, July ee 


7, 1902. 


“The burial was from the pretty 
village church, St. James, and the 


interment was in the Welles family 


Viens => 


20. San 


Peabody Gravestone, Connecticut, 


Undated 


had come from а well-known, respected 
southern family. His father was one of the 
founders of Trinity Parish, Columbus, Georgia, 
and a prominent horticulturist. Born in 1848, he 
attended private schools and, at the age of 17, 
enlisted and served in a Confederate regiment 
from 1864 and 1865. After the war, he helped his 
father repair their plantation. He then went to 
the University of Georgia. He received an M.A. 
and went directly to Berkeley Divinity School in 
Middletown, Connecticut. 


After being ordained, Rev. Peabody guided 
parishes in Georgia, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, 
and Illinois, with great success. He was Dean 
of the Northern Convocation and Deputy to 
the General Convention in 1892 in Baltimore 
when the prayer book was revised. Before 
coming to Decatur, he was rector in Mobile, 
Alabama, at Trinity Church, that 

had a large parish of almost 500 
communicants where he was 
loved and respected. He came 

to Decatur at the earnest 
solicitation of Bishop Seymour, 
who appreciated his good 
qualities. He had preached 

in Decatur earlier, and the 
congregation was quite taken 
with him. 


Unfortunately, when he joined St. 

John's, he was already in ill health and 

quickly became extremely disappointed over 
his results in the parish. His family and friends 
had known for some time that he needed rest. 
The vestry had accepted his resignation and 
advanced his salary for three months so that 
he might take a vacation, but it was too late. 


Bishop Seymour and Rev. George Griffith from 
All Angels' Mission served as the officiates at St. 
John's through this turbulent time.In September 
of 1902, while St. John's was searching for a priest, 
the vestry planned to hire a supply priest, offering 
a generous $10.00 a week salary. However, the 
financial condition of the church became too 
dire, and the search was discontinued. Vestry 
minutes record the vestry as being "extremely 
discouraged.” It seemed like sad events would 
never stop in those few years. 


(( 


“St. John’s History Is Аз 
Much A Recording Of A 
Prairie Community Growing 
Into A Small City, As It Is 
The History Of One 
Church." 


December 6th, 1902, was a day that much of 
the congregation had been anxiously awaiting 
as three St. John's parishioners, H. L. Oldham, 
Arthur Dawson, and R. W. Chilson, stood in front 
of a judge based on the indictment issued after 
the death of Logan Curtis on a choir camping 
trip on the Sangamon River. The three were 
charged with endangering the life of a child. 
After the proceedings, the judge nullified the 
indictment, and the accused had no additional 
charges filed against them. 


Rev. Griffith, All Angels' Mission rector, held his 
last service at St. John's on January 4th, 1903. 
Other supply priests would continue the work 
at St. John's until a permanent rector could be 
secured. 


St. John's history is as much a recording of a 
prairie community growing into a small 
city, as it is the history of one church. 
For instance, in 1903, St. John's 
pulled together to prevent 
double streetcar tracks from 
being placed on Eldorado 
Street. 


Other newfangled inventions 
were appearing. The vestry 
minutes of 1903 marked the first 
time that typed vestry minutes 
began to appear. The parish also 
realized the importance of securing 
St. John's historical accounts and the vestry 
considered rebinding the parish vestry minutes 
for one hundred dollars. 


In 1903, another new rector came to St. John's. 
The Church News, the diocese's official paper, 
reported that Rev. Conrad Rudolph Birnbach 
would be coming to Decatur. He was born in 
Berlin, Germany, in 1858, and was well-educated 
and graduated from Berlin University, Lane's 
Seminary, and several theological schools. Rev. 
Birnbach taught Latin, French, and Roman Law 
at the Western University of Pennsylvania. He 
was ordained a deacon on December 16th, 1892, 
and priest in 1894 by the bishop of West Missouri. 
Rector of churches in Missouri, Pennsylvania, 
and Illinois, he had been most recently in 
Pittsfield, Illinois. Rev. Birnbach began his duties 
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GOLDEN WEDDING OF L. BURROWS 


Observed Quietly at Beautiful Home. 


HERE FIFTY YEARS. 
Built First House On West North Street. 


Monday was the golden anniversary of 
the wedding of Mr. and Mrs. Lowber 
Burrows of 271 West North street, but 
as it is the Lenten season, no invitations 
were sent out for a celebration of the 
event. During the day, however, many 
of Mr. and Mrs. Burrows’ most intimate 
friends and relatives remembering 
the day called informally at the home. 
During the evening Rev. Father A. 
Е Todrig of All Angels’ Mission was 
present and offered a prayer of joy 
and thanksgiving appropriate to 
the occasion. Mr. and Mrs. Burrows 
received many beautiful anniversary 
gifts and messages from friends in all 
parts the country. 


MARRIED IN PHILADELPHIA. 


Mr. and Mrs. Burrows were married in 


Philadelphia fifty years ago, and the day of 
their wedding they took the first available 


train out of Philadelphia for Decatur, 
where Mr. Burrows had decided to locate 
in business. In those days there was no 
railroad running into the city and Mr. and 
Mrs. Burrows were obliged to ride by stage 
from Wyckles Switch. 


It took them just one week to make the 
journey from Philadelphia, coming by 
way of Springfield. A few years later Mr. 
and Mrs. Burrows with greater part of 
the citizens of the little town of Decatur 
went to see the first train come into the 
town. It was one of the greatest events 
of the time. 


IN A CORN FIELD. 


When they came to Decatur, they lived 
first in the Captain Allen property on 
North Main street, where Mrs. . C. Lake 
lives now, and very soon after they built 
asmall cottage on the property they now 
occupy. At that time the block where 
they now live was a great corn field, with 
a road running diagonally through it. 


There was only one other house in the 
block. That was one occupied by Mr. 
and Mrs. Krone on what is now West 
William street, now occupied by Mr. and 
Mrs. George W. Bright. On this property 
they have always lived and here all their 
children have been born. 


IN BUSINESS. 


Mr. Burrows was then engaged 
in business in a general store in 
partnership with. J. J. Peddecord, and 
had been for two years. It was on a trip 
which he took east in the winter of 1854 
that Mr. Burrows married Mary Lavinia 
Bering, the sister of J. Edward Bering 
of West William street, who were living 
in Philadelphia, and brought her to 
Decatur on their wedding trip. 


UNIQUE SOUVENIRS. 


Mr. and Mrs. Burrows have had two 
daguerreotypes copied specially for 
their anniversary, and presented to 
each member of their immediate family. 
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at St. John's on March 15th, 1903. Although he 
made a very favorable impression upon both 
the vestry and congregation, he would only be 
there a short time. 


Before coming to St. John’s, Birnbach had 
received some notoriety for a plan he had 
suggested that might have alleviated some 
of the episcopal rectors’ financial hardships. 
The Leavenworth Times, Leavenworth, Kansas, 
reported on Feb. 18th, 1902, that Protestant 
Episcopal rectors might want to seek support 
outside the church. The originator of the plan 
was the Rev. Conrad R. Birnbach of Pittsfield, 
ІІ, formerly of Hammonton, New Jersey. It was 
suggested that Protestant Episcopal clergy 
should try to establish an order of Paulist Fathers. 
The idea was to have rectors of small parishes 
engage in some other business that would 
support them permanently, regardless of the 
congregation's ability to pay them consistent 
salaries. 


Founded in 1858, by Fr. Isaac Hecker, and still 
operating in 2020, the Paulist Fathers were 
thought to be the first American men’s religious 
community. Father Hecker believed in the 
power of the Holy Spirit to be a missionary to his 
own country. He felt that being a good citizen 
and a good Catholic could negate all of 
the Catholic Church’s considerable 
prejudice in America. In the early 
1900s, the Paulist fathers were 
known to be missionaries, hold 
revivals, and lecture positively 

about Catholicism. 


Birnbach had strong feelings 
about the sad situation of 
Episcopal priests at this time, 
saying: 


The population of this country 

respects us where we are known. 

But in most places, we are still unknown, 

or, what is worse, mistakenly known as a 
cranky set of people. Matters have been 
made worse in the case of small parishes 
which tenaciously stuck to their privilege of 
calling their ‘preachers’ from everywhere, 
the further the better. On account of this evil, 
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“Undaunted, St. John’s 
Parishioners Kept The 1855 
Organization Document’s 
Vision And Continued To 
Forge Ahead." 


the church is in small places represented 
by that floating class of clergymen who are 
always looking for something better and 
who are so helpless and awkward in dealing 
with their fellow men that they can inspire no 
respect for their church. 


Undaunted, St. John’s parishioners kept the 1855 
organization document's vision and continued 
to forge ahead. St. John’s parishioners were 
now concentrating on other matters besides 
the “new” church. On November 4th, 1903, Arch 
Deacon Weller came to St. John’s to hold a ten- 
day service to “stir up new life in the parish.” 
As the congregation continued to grow, the 
parish family, needing more space for activities, 
seriously discussed turning the old wooden 
chapel into a guildhall. 


While the reasoning is unknown, Father Birnbach 
would resign in 1904 to move to St. Jude’s 
Episcopal Church in Henderson, Minnesota. 
Eventually, Rev. Birnbach moved to Maryland 
and became rector of the North Kent Parish. 
After serving for fourteen years, he died on 
April 24th, 1922, after contracting pneumonia. 
The funeral was held in the parish church and 
conducted by Bishop Davenport and nine other 
clergymen. His wife and two children survived 
him. 


Rev. Nathaniel B. Atcheson, one 
of the more notable rectors of 
the period, would soon join St. 
John's. He was the son of Mr. 

N. E. Atcheson. He was born 

in Liverpool, England, in 1874, 

and moved to San Antonio, 
Texas, when three years 

old. Rev. Atcheson attended 
the University of the South at 
Sewanee, Tennessee. He then 
moved to Chicago and graduated 
from | the Episcopal Theological 
Seminary of Chicago. While he completed his 
studies, he had also been conducting services at 
Christ Episcopal Church, Streator, Illinois. In June 
1903, he was ordained by Bishop Seymour at 
Christ Church in Streator, Illinois. Later that week, 
he married Gertrude Atherton from Streator. 
Before attending seminary, Rev. Atcheson had 
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ST. JOHN’S CHOIR 1S BEST ІМ THE STATE. 


The vested choir of St. John’s church is one in which [a] 
religious organization might be proud. It is said to be the 
best choir in the state with the exception of those of the 
large churches in Chicago. The leader is H. L. Oldham, 
who for the past ten years has been associated with the 
musical work of the church. There are twenty voices, 
boys, young women and men, and among the very best 
of the solo singers of the city are heard there. The music 
of the service at St. John's has always received the care 
and attention that so important a part of the public 
worship deserves. Until 1887 the usual quartet or chorus, 
choir led the singing of the service but in 1887 the rector, 
Rev. A. Kinney Hall, organized a vested choir of boys and 
a few men, the rector himself being the leader. The boys 
were well trained and this organization added much, to 
the impressiveness of the service. After going through the 
difficulties attached to a boy choir in a church that has 
not a large appropriation for music and in a city the size 
of Decatur, it was deemed advisable to disband the choir 
shortly after Easter, in 1897. Soon after the present choir 
composed of boys, men and women, was formed, and 
following the custom that was then establishing itself in 
other places, vestments for the women were introduced. 
Since the formation of the present choir the standard of 
the music has been constantly raised and now there is 


Rev. Nathaniel Atcheson, 1905 


worked as a lay reader, community helper, and 


missionary in Illinois, Texas, and Tennessee. After no finer choir in this part of the state. The music is of the 
his ordination, Bishop Seymour assigned him to highest order. Mr. Oldham is an excellent choir leader. 


missions in Havana and Petersburg, Illinois. He has worked hard with the singers and his efforts have 
done much toward gaining for the church the reputation 


In September of 1904, he was called to St. John's. ОК 


The paper reported that he, his wife, and young 
daughter would be joining him soon and, “the 
church has had a thorough cleaning and is 


ready for the first service in several months.” and immediately rose to the occasion. Rev. 
Atchesorvs first action was to reorganize 

the men’s club. He believed a society 

of the men could promote the 

(( social interests of the members, 
welcome those who were not 

members, and assist with 
other matters of the church. A 


The Decatur Herald. September 17, 1905. 


His first sermon was well received. He 
stated that “There is, no time in the 
life оға community, or at least 

in the life of the parish, which 

is more filled with mingled 


feelings than when a new “The Church Has Had A 


Шара Thorough Cleaning And 15 meeting was held, and several 

is a time of apprehension, of 4 he Fi . int ted 

fear, of doubt, of anxiety, and Ready For The First Service Na 27 m фаш ie 

wonder. It is also a time of hope, In Several Months.” ee ee 
ee Р directed to provide by-laws for 

of determination, and of loyalty. иманны 

He then described how people іп | 

the church parish could and should It seemed that parishioners had been 

get along for the benefit of all involved. waiting for a full-time rector to pursue 


The parish was glad to welcome the new rector providing an excellent choir to the community. 
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Many plans were put into place, and church 
women raised quite a sum of money to be used 
in hiring professional singers and organizing a 
sizeable vested choir. The parish proposed to 
develop one of the finest ensembles in the city. 
The ladies began immediately raising money as 
needed and scheduled several concerts to do 
so. At one event, they cleared several hundred 
dollars on a dinner, supper, and sale. 


The ladies expertly planned many dinners and 
events for a variety of reasons. One of the most 
interesting was when they gave Rev. and Mrs. 
Atcheson a “fruit shower.” It was an informal 
affair with an evening of calling on the Atchesons 
and participating in games and music. 


Rev. Atcheson had several interests. He was 
very impressed with the missionary work of the 
national Episcopal Church and often 

read letters to the congregation 

from missionaries in various parts 

of the world. For instance, once 

he shared a message from 

Rev. Hudson Stuck, who was 
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17th, 1905. It was indeed a special date for St. 
John's as parishioners celebrated the parish's 
Fiftieth Anniversary. In preparation, St. John’s 
members had totally redecorated the church, 
even closing it for two months the past summer. 


The Jubilee was celebrated with three services 
conducted by the Rt. Father George F. Seymour, 
Bishop of the Springfield Diocese. Father Walter 
H. Moore, who had been one of the most revered 
rectors at St. John’s, assisted. The three services 
encouraged many people to attend, and they 
enjoyed the talented speakers. Three memorial 
vases were given in thanksgiving and used for 
the first time at this celebration. The Sanctuary 
Guild Chapter had also prepared new pieces of 
altar linen for the occasion. 


The community appreciated the beautiful 
music as well. The vested choir led by H. 
L. Oldham had developed quite well 
and was said to be the best choir 
in the state outside of Chicago. 


Even though the church's 


debt was still а concern, the 


then completing missionar “ ; 
; iau 4 The Parish Proposed To congregation's financial 
work in Alaska. i - 
Develop One Of The Finest problems were pushed aside 
Another expert in missionary Ensembles In The City.” during this celebration. A local 


work was Springfield Bishop 

Coadjutor Osborne. Bishop 

Osborne gave one of the most 

exciting addresses at a confirmation 

service in late 1905. He offered a sermon 

on the “living church” and related his personal 
experiences in India and South Africa. The 
Bishop described his experiences when a 
missionary in South Africa and stationed at 
Capetown. As Bishop Osborne had been born 
in India, the congregation thought he was well 
qualified to speak on the subject. Rev. Atcheson, 
the parish, and the community enjoyed hearing 
about the different experiences and new parts 
of the world. 


Easter At St. John's in April of 1905 was a joyous 
occasion. The newly-formed choir was excellent 
with the processional being composed by 
Rev. Ruffner, who had been rector of St. John's 
several years before. 


Another special event was held on September 


paper noted that "the interior 

of the church has been entirely 

redecorated and the edifice, always 

a beautiful one, has been made even 

more beautiful, and more churchly. Never 

could such an occasion be observed at a more 

fitting time.” The 50th Jubilee lasted two days, 

as a well-attended social was also held the 
next day. 


Rev. Atcheson was popular in the community 
and made several changes at St. John's to 
solidify the church's religious aspects. On 
November 27th, 1905, The Review published an 
article entitled "Cut Out Money-Making Socials" 
by Father Nathaniel B. Atcheson. He asked that 
all money-making socials should be cut from 
the church calendars and no more scheduled. 
This stance was hard to hear since the ladies 
of the church had been providing funds for 
various church functions for years. 


One of the more interesting of his changes was 
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TELLS PEOPLE WHAT HE THINKS 


Rev. М.В. Atcheson of St. John’s Objects To Recent Action 


Rev. N. B. Atcheson, rector of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, who a week ago 
offered his resignation, to take effect 
March 1, prefaced his sermon Sunday 
morning with some remarks regarding 
treatment he had received at the hands 
of some persons in the church. 


Mr. Atcheson particularly objected to 
the fact that in “The Living Church,” 
the national church paper, some one 
from the local church had published an 
article which said he left out two regular 
prayers in the service, and made some 
other comments. 


The rector also spoke of an incident in 
the church regarding wreaths used on 
the altar. 


WHAT HE SAID. 


Mr. Atcheson said that he has been 
very aggravated lately, and he had 
said nothing on account of the bishop 
telling him not to make a fuss, but 
that his ministerial authority had been 
interfered with, and he felt that it was 
time for him to have a say in the matter. 


At a certain morning service he omitted 
the customary prayer for the clergy and 
the one for the condition of men. 


Mr. Atcheson said that this 
communication to the paper was 
done in a sneaking manner instead 
of coming to him and asking him why 
he had omitted the prayers. The rector 
explained that with the many duties 
on Christmas day the two prayers had 
been left out by a mistake. 


Mr. Atcheson also said that he had 
prepared a little prayer for the parish 
which had been put up on the bulletin 


board and that without his knowledge 
this prayer had been removed from the 
board. 


THE HOLLY WREATHS. 


Another matter, that of the holly 
wreaths, was brought up. т this 
connection Mr. Atcheson said that when 
he was thoroughly aroused he went into 
a matter so deeply that he feared he 
might say too much, so in this case he 
would read a little story he had written 
entitled “Two Holly Wreaths.” 


The speaker told the story of a church in 
awestern diocese, a church of handsome 
structure and beautiful interior 
decoration. He said two artificial holly 
wreaths were placed on the altar for 
decoration. Twelve days afterward the 
rector called up one of the ladies of the 
church regarding some Sunday school 
matters and she said that some of the 
members of the church had objected to 
the artificial wreaths. 


The rector of this western church, 
according to the story, told the lady that 
he was willing to replace the artificial 
wreathes with real holly if she chose to 


furnish them, but on the provision that 
the real holly was fresh. 


HOLLY WITHERED. 


The lady furnished the holly wreathes 
and they were put on the altar, but 
the speaker said, they were old and 
withered, and some of the people in 
the church objected to them, and the 
rector removed the withered wreaths 
and replaced them with the artificial 
wreaths. 


The speaker said that the lady came 


to the rector's study and acted in a 
manner very insulting to him regarding 
the matter and that there were witnesses 
to this conversation. It was because of 
this insulting manner that the rector 
took his stand. 


The artificial wreaths were taken down 
and without the consent or knowledge 
of the rector were burned in the stove in 
the rector's study. 


IT WAS THIS CHURCH. 


At this point Mr. Atcheson told his 
hearers that the church in the western 
diocese was the church in which they 
were seated and that the rector of the 
story was the one who was speaking. He 
said he did not know or care who took 
the artificial wreaths and burned them, 
but that it was a sneaking trick and that 
it would not take a very cleaver detective 
to find out. The rector mentioned that 
the society referred to was the Sanctuary 
society. 


The rector said further that the persons 
who took the wreaths and burned 
them were liable to prosecution in the 
civil courts first, for destroying public 
property, and secondly, for taking and 
destroying personal property that did 
not belong to them. 


PUT ON NEW ONES. 
Mr. Atcheson then said: 


^| will now replace the destroyed 
wreaths with artificial ones which 1 have 
bought myself" With these words and 
while the choir sang the hymn, "Lord 
of Our Life and God of Our Salvation," 
Mr. Atcheson placed on the altar two 
artificial holly wreaths. 


instituting a “Rumor Committee,” that answered 
directly to the rector. Mostly, Rev. Atcheson felt it 
was his duty to “make inquiry” into any rumors 
or scandals among his parishioners. It was 
evident that Rev. Atcheson took his obligations 
of ministering and directing the congregation 
very seriously. 


Unfortunately, he appeared to have difficulties 
with several parishioners, and his health began 
to fail. Occasionally he would have to cancel 
services on Sundays as a result. The church and 
especially the newly found choir were sorry to 
see him leave and presented him with $75.00 in 
gold as a going away present. 


The Times newspaper in Streator, Illinois, noted 
in June 1906 that Rev. Atcheson had resigned 
from St. John's and was living with his wife's 
family to recover. He did not foresee resuming 
his ministerial duties for several months. He tried 
serving smaller parishes for awhile, but then left 
the priesthood for good. Eventually, he moved 
to New York and later retired in North Carolina. 
He would occasionally return to Illinois to visit 
his wife's family and died in the 1950s. 


When Rev. Atcheson left St. John's, the Rt. Rev. 
Edward Osborne, Bishop Coadjutor for the 
Springfield Diocese, took over as supply priest 
for several months. He had preached in 
Decatur now and then, and the parish 

was already familiar with him. 
He was well-known to Central 
Illinois, and people liked his 
ideas and calm manner. 

He was the subject of an 
unusual Central Illinois travel 
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“Our Spiritual, As Well As 
Our Material Welfare, Was 


Bishop Edward William Osborne, 1907 


in-law and a tub full of bread, meat, and other 
foods. A hot jug of coffee was included. Finally, 
the train was backed onto a sideline close to 
Argenta. After being detained for almost thirty- 
five hours, the Bishop’s train backtracked to 
Champaign. When the Decatur Herald 
interviewed the conductor, he said, 

“Our spiritual, as well as our material 

welfare, was looked after for we 
had an Episcopalian clergyman 
aboard and lacked nothing." 
Even though Bishop Osborne 
was only a temporary priest at 


event that occurred in early Looked After For We Had An St. John's, he seemed to enjoy 

1906. Episcopalian Clergyman the people and their church 
habits. 

The Rt. Rev. Osborne, of Aboard 2 Ene 

Springfield, was returning by train Nothing. In March, he suggested that 


from Chicago during a massive 

winter storm. Between Argenta and 

Cisco, one of the train's two engines stalled 
while trying to push the heavy snow. The 
passenger train was forced to spend the night 
on the tracks. One of the brakemen had a sister 
who lived within two miles of the stalled train. 
He left and eventually returned with his brother- 


the women of the church start a 

thimble party and make fancy articles 

for a bazaar to be held soon after Easter. The 
ladies took his ideas to heart, and during the 
March meeting, each of the ladies brought the 
articles to make for the bazaar and then spent 
the afternoon working on them. Unlike Rev. 
Atcheson, Bishop Osborne gave his blessing for 
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the parishioners to earn money to pay off some 
of their debt. The Easter Sunday 1906 offering 
netted nearly $1,300 that allowed St. John’s to 
pay off most of the bills. 


Although St. John’s liked and respected Bishop 
Osborne, he had other concerns, and after a few 
months, needed to move on with the promise 
that St. John’s would have a rector before 
long. An article in the Daily Review mentioned 
that several parishioners wished that Bishop 
Osborne could stay at St. John’s or use it for his 
home base instead of Springfield, but that was 
not to be. Іп December, Bishop Seymour passed 
away, and Bishop Osborne, as Coadjutor, was 
now officially Bishop of the Diocese of Springfield 
with all the duties that entailed. 


Finally, a rector came to St. John’s who would 
prove to be a long-term, stabilizing leader and 
a consistent friend to the congregation. Rev. 
George Peabody Hoster took charge of St. John’s 
in October of 1906. Born in 1856 in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, he had an unusual background 
for an Episcopal priest. He had graduated from 
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
and had started his pastoral work as a Baptist 
minister in Cairo, Illinois. 


In 1902, Rev. Hoster was ordained deacon by his 
good friend, Bishop Seymour, and a year later, 
he was ordained a priest in St. Paul’s Cathedral 
in Springfield. When he arrived at St. John’s, 
he had previously served at St. John’s Church 
in Centralia, Illinois, and at The Church of Our 
Saviour in Camden, New Jersey. 


In the 1880 census, he is listed as being a “Music 
Teacher.” His musical knowledge was useful 
while at St. John's since the music program 
was excellent. One of the first events he held 
was the 1906 Christmas morning service. Rev. 
Hoster personally put together a rigorous music 
program for the soloists and the choir. He was 
very proud of their efforts, and the congregation 
greatly appreciated the program. 


Finally, with a rector who was willing to stay more 
than a few months, St. John’s congregation 
could move on to other business. On January 
2nd, 1907, vestry minutes recorded that St. John's 
supported an orphanage. This was probably 
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St. John's Main Entrance, Early 1900s 


the Orphanage of the Holy Child in Springfield 
that Bishop Seymour had opened 1880. The 
institution could comfortably hold fifteen. The 
children were received between the ages of 
two and ten and remained until they were 
eighteen. Churches in the diocese supported 
the orphanage, and support from other sources 
was always welcome. 


The 1907 Annual Meeting Minutes Reported 
That Several Groups Made Presentations To 
The Vestry Of Their Activities For The Year 
Including: 


* The Sunday school 

e Churchwomen's Society 
* Altar Guild 

* The Calendar Society 


PN 
Rev. George Peabody Hoster, Undated 


Other reports reflected that repairs were made 
to the wooden church roof. In addition, choir 
and music continued to play an important role 
at St. John's. The choirmaster, Professor 
Meek, furnished a male choir of at 
least twenty people to serve at 

all services at his own expense. 

A new organist was hired, and 


(( 


The church decided to make one society of 
churchwomen and directed that all monies 
raised through this guild would go to the 
church’s indebtedness. This combination was 
to be known as St John’s Churchwomen's 
Society, a joint venture between the Sanctuary 
Guild and the former St. John's Guild. 


This new group was honored as attention was 
called to it in the February 1907 Springfield 
Churchman. The group's constitution and rules 
were so clearly written that Bishop Osborne 
suggested it could be used as a model 
throughout the diocese. Some committees 
mentioned directly were the Altar Committee, 
Choir Committee, Sunday School Committee, 
Committee on the Care of the Sick and Needy, 
and the Committee on Welcoming Strangers. 
The rules covered everything from who was 
to be included in each group to exactly what 
duties each committee was responsible for 
completing. 


The Herald and Review summarized St. John's 
continuing progress in an article about the 
Annual Meeting in 1908 and reflected that Rev. 
Hoster had been at St. John's for two years, and 
the church was doing very well financially and 
with all activities. 


In January of 1909, yet another Men's Club 
was organized at St. John's in response to an 
appeal from Bishop Osborne. As was presented 
at the meeting by the rector, the plan of 
the society was to promote good 
fellowship. Regular meetings were 
planned, and it was expected 

that the enrollment might 


the salary was increased to “The Choirmaster, reach 75. A few months later, 

four dollars per week. Professor Meek, Furnished St. John's Men's Club formally 
А opened two rooms in the 

| А Male Choir Of At Least is 

Rev. Hoster worked well with | Suffern Building with 40 men 

the parish and the community. Twenty People To Serve At who celebrated with а big 

He often lent support to the All Services At His Own spread and a smoker. 

parishioners’ efforts. Additionally, Expense. 2222 


he intended to stay long enough to 
make real progress in several areas. 


With his encouragement, the Ladies Aid 
Society, which had been founded in 1873, was 
reorganized as St. John’s Episcopal Women. 


part in a Missionary Campaign 

planned by the Springfield Diocese. 

Rev. Hoster was in charge of the meeting, and 
every church in the Diocese was set to have 
a missionary meeting within three weeks. The 
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Rev. Charles P. Anderson was one of the main 
speakers and made a powerful address. Bishop 
Osborne also spoke and said that missions are 
the only real foundation and that no church 


Rev. Hoster’s Newspaper Summary: 


1. 


The doctrine of the Trinity is іп Nicene creed. We 
do all things “in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 


can grow and flourish on any other basis. He 2. Episcopalians believe in three orders of ministers, 

felt there was no difference between missions which are Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 

at home and foreign missionary work. It was 3. The church is “One Holy and Catholic church." The 

hoped that the Protestant Episcopalians could church is a divine institution, not a mere man- 

add to all of their church memberships by made organization, but “built upon the foundation 

encouraging outreach work at home. of the apostles and prophets, with Jesus Christ 

Himself being the chief cornerstone.” 

The Herald requested that all Decatur churches 4. The Episcopal Church is a “Bible Reading 

define what their churches stood for in a full- Church." Sixty-five percent of the prayer book is 

page article in 1910. Rev. Hoster wrote well over taken directly from the word of God. 

the 500-word limit to explain the Episcopalian 5. The church believes in the seven commonly 

beliefs. He believed that the Episcopal church's received sacraments, emphasizing baptism, 

standing is fully expressed in the Apostles' and confirmation, and Holy Communion. 

religion. These abbreviated thoughts are noted spiritual work. 

on the right. 7. The church is a missionary church as we believe 
J А ; : that we should "go and teach all nations, 

With Rev. Hoster's help, St. John S was becoming baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 

more and more a presence inthe community. As of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

a result, the church began charging five dollars PR M M REI 

for funerals and fifteen dollars for the choir and i 5 ds 

organist if used by a non-communicant. Also, 9. Bishops are the heads, pastors, and overseers 

around this same time, St. John's purchased an of the several dioceses CONN NALS EI to inel 
ffice safe that was still used in 2020 charge. Priests are the spiritual heads and 

B ` representatives of their diocese in our parishes 

and missions. 
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VESTRY CALLS ON LOWBER BURROWS 
Remembers His Birthday With Resolution And Gift Of Cane. 


As a testimonial of high esteem and 
appreciation, resolutions in honor of 
Lowber Burrows were adopted by the 
vestry of St. John’s Episcopal church and 
presented, with a handsome gold-headed 
cane last night, Tuesday being Mr. Burrows 
seventy-ninth birthday. 


MR. BURROWS SURPRISED. 


Mr. Burrows and his family had been at 
a family dinner at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank L. Evans, 421 West William 
street, when they were recalled home by a 
telephone call at the Burrows’ residence, 
271 West North Street, Rev. George P. 
Hoster and the six members of the 
vestry, of which Mr. Burrows is a part, 
were gathered. The affair was a complete 
surprise to Mr. Burrows and therefore all 


the more delightful. 


The Daily Review. November 10, 1909. 


The vestry met at the church study and 
proceeded to the Burrows residence. 
The vestry consists of E. P. Bishop, К. О. 
Rosen, Hugh Housum, Professor James 
B. Shaw, George N. Wood and R. A. 
Wilson together with Mr. Burrows, who 
is also parish warden. 


When Mr. Burrows arrived a presentation 
speech was made by Dr. Hoster Mr. 


Burrows responded. 


INSCRIPTION 
The cane is a handsome walking stick 
of ebony with a gold handle on which 


is inscribed: 


“Presented by the rector and vestrymen of 
St. John’s church to Mr. Lowber Burrows, 
Nov. 9, 1909.” A large bouquet of American 
Beauty roses was also given to Mr. Burrows. 


RESOLUTION 


This resolution was read and adopted by 
the vestry: 


“Whereas, it has pleased God in his great 
kindness to preserve our worthy parish 
warden, Mr. Lowber Burrows in good 
health to this his seventy-ninth birthday, 
therefore be it, 


‘Resolved, That we, the rector and vestrymen 
of St. John's Episcopal church and. parish 
of Decatur., Illinois, present to Mr. Lowber 
Burrows this cane to show our respect and 
appreciation to him for his long and faithful 
service as vestryman and parish warden, and 
hope that he may be spared to enjoy many 
years of health and happiness. 


Mr. Burrows is the oldest member of the St. 
John's parish in point of service. 


Several issues were settled during the years 
1909 to 1913. The Churchwomen’s Guild worked 
diligently to transform the old wooden chapel 
into a guildhall to serve as a meeting room. In 
1913, the small brown chapel was deconsecrated 
and converted into a parish hall with a 
kitchen and small gym. 


Dr. Hoster Conducted two very 
important funerals during his 
time at St. John’s, those of Mrs. 
Mary Lavinia Burrows in 1908 
and Mr. Lowber Burrows іп 1910. 


The Burrows had been leaders 

of St. John’s since the earliest 
days. Mr. Burrows was one of 
the founders of St. John’s church. 
In fact, he had been one of the 

first confirmands in 1857. Mrs. Lavinia 
Burrows had been very involved in the ladies’ 
church activities through the years and later in 
the St. John's Guild Chapter. 


Lowber Burrows had served as a member 


(( 


“Ти 1913, The Small Brown 
Chapel Was Deconsecrated 
And Converted Into A Parish 
Hall With A Kitchen And 
Small Gym.” 
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of the vestry for many years, even when the 
church’s membership did not exceed a dozen. 
Since those early days, he had held the office 
of Parish Warden for years before his death. He 
helped the parish grow and was well-known 
in the diocese for his devotion to the 
church. St. John’s had recognized this 
dedicated member for his long 
and faithful service with the gift 
of an ornate cane only a year 
before his death at the age of 

80 in October of 1910. 


His funeral was considered 
one of the largest funerals ever 
held in Decatur to that date. 
The paper reported the service 
as impressive, and it was believed 
that never before had there been 
such a vast array of flowers. 


Mr. Burrows himself would have loved the 
many flowers, as he had one of the first plant 
conservatories in the state and often supplied 
St John's with his “playthings.” Many of the 
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younger parishioners knew “Old Mr. Burrows” as 
the man who provided the Palm Sunday palms. 
Each year he would load the palms in a large 
wooden cart from his home only two blocks 
away and deliver them to the parishioners. He 
would pull the cart up behind the church, and 
all were invited to use the fronds for the 
special services. 


It was fitting that his funeral 
contained the vast array 
of flowers as that was the 
predominant theme. Many 
different types of flower 
arrangements covered the 
chancel and sanctuary. The 
most notable items were those 

of a huge cross of flowers from 
St. John's Men Club, a handsome 
wreath fromthe vestry, and a splendid 
arrangement of American Beauty roses 
from the Decatur bankers. The casket pall, 
normally made of cloth, was fashioned from 
clematis, carnations, and chrysanthemums. 


Rev. Hoster made no remarks and gave no 
sermon, as Mr. Burrows greatly disliked funeral 
orations and eulogies. In a family plot located 
close to the entrance, burial was in Greenwood 
Cemetery, and so closed the chapter of one 
of the foremost members of St. John's whose 
influence was unmatched. It 
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“No One Man Will Ever 
Bear The Same Relation To 
The Decatur Of The Future 
That Lowber Burrows Bore 

To The Decatur Of The 

Past.” 


provided much in the way of money, effort, and 
memorials. They had left an indelible mark on 
St. John’s and the Decatur community. 


One of the final Burrows memorials was 
given after Lowber Burrow's death. The family 
presented a modern rood screen to the 
church. A large cross adorned the 
top of the screen. Rood is the 
old English word for cross, so 
these structures were called 
rood screens. The handsome 
wooden construction 
separated the chancel from 
the nave of the church. It 
was of the same material 
and architecture as the other 
furniture and blended into the 
church architecture quite well. 


The parishioners had other ideas for 
updating the 1892 church. The machine age in 
America had begun in earnest, and St. John’s 
was now getting many modern ideas from 
outside influences. For the first time, the vestry 
discussed new electric lights. 


A happy event that occurred under Rev. Hoster's 
charge was paying off the mortgage on the 
church. The entire debt was liquidated by the 
St. John’s Episcopal Church and arrangements 
were made for the consecration service. 


may be fair to subdivide the 
entire history of St John’s to 
include the half when Burrows 
was а member and half after 
he died due to the enormity 
of his influence. Burrows was 
committed to the church with 
his time and talents, but he 
also had tremendous influence 
throughout the entire city due 
to his banking business. At the 
time of his death, it was said that 
“no one man will ever bear the 
same relation to the Decatur of 
the future that Lowber Burrows 
bore to the Decatur of the past.” 


m 
The Burrows couple, along with 
their five grown children, had 
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St. John’s Choir Under The Direction Of Edward Meek, 1913 


BELOW: This Is The Last Will and Testament of Edward Purdon Wright, St. John's third rector. Не died on January 25, 
1910, from a heart attack. Note the ties to the Episcopal Prayer Book and the cottages he still maintained in Ireland. 


Last Will and Testament of E. Purdon Wright 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost — Amen. 


1, Edward Purdon Wright of the City of Milwaukee, State of Wisconsin, being of sound mind and disposing memory, do make 


and publish this my last Will & Testament, hereby revoking and making null & void all former Wills and Testaments by me 


made of all kinds whatsoever. 


Commending my soul to Him who gave it, 1 will and 
direct that my mortal remains be buried with as little 
expense as is compatible with decency and churchly 
order. It is my wish and desire that the simple, 
beautiful, & comforting words of the Burial office in 
the Prayer-Book be used. And in making public the 
acknowledge of my death 1 wish it to be done without 
any lengthy obituary notice. 


1 will and direct that all my just debts and funeral 
expenses be paid by my executor hereafter named 
as soon after my death as conveniently may be. 


1 hereby nominate and appoint my beloved wife 
Georgiana Bennett Wright to be sole executor of 
this my last will and Testament without bond or 
security of any kind being required of her. 


1 will and bequeath to my said wife Georgiana Bennett 
Wright for her sole use and benefit, all property-real & 
personal of which 1 may die seized in the United States of 


America. 


Iwill and bequeath to my said wife Georgiana Bennett 
Wright, for and during the term of her natural life, the 
income arising from the rents of certain stone cottages 
situated in the village of Kiltegan Co. of Wicklow Ireland — 
said cottages having been inherited by me under the terms 
of the last Will & Testament of my father the Rev. Robert 
Wright, formerly Vicar of the parish of Kiltegan. The rents 
accruing from the aforesaid cottage are collected by my 
agent Richard Connell of Kiltegan, and by him are remitted 
Semi-annually (in Jan. & July). And at my death, according 
to instructions given by me to said Connell, said rents are to 
be remitted to my wife Georgiana Bennett Wright. 


On the death of my said wife, 1 will and devise all 
my right title and interest in the foresaid property 
in Kiltegan Co. of Wicklow Ireland to my nephews 
— Richard W. Wright of the city of Baltimore, State 
of Maryland and Maurice E. Wright of the City of 
Milwaukee, State of Wisconsin their respective heirs 
and assigns, share and share alike. 
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Twill and bequeath to the Bishop for the time being of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, Diocese of Milwaukee, all my 
theological books, excepting such of them as my said wife 
Georgiana Bennett Wright may desire to keep for her own 
use — said theological books are to be given by the said 
Bishop of Milwaukee to any Candidate or Candidates for 
Holy Orders as he may determine it being my desire in a 
small way to assist those who are studying for the ministry. 
All other books, by the terms of this will, ате absolutely the 
property of my said wife. It is my wish and desire that all 
my manuscript notes and sermons be destroyed as soon 
as may be after my death. 


In the event of the death or disability of my wife 
before the execution of this will and Testament, | 
hereby appoint my nephews Richard W. Wright of 
Baltimore, State of Maryland and Maurice E. Wright 
of Milwaukee as my executors to act with full powers 
as by this Will 1 have given my wife Georgina Bennett 
Wright as executed. 


Twill and bequeath to my brother Robert Arthur Wright 
of San Diego, California the sum of Two thousand 
dollars to be paid as soon after the death of my wife 
Georgiana Bennett Wright as conveniently may be. My 
brother Robert Arthur Wright is entitled by the wish of 
our mother to certain pieces of Silver: 1 Coffee pot, 1 Tea 
pot, 1 Sugar bowl, 1 Cream jug, all of which belonged 
originally to our father The Rev. Robert Wright, and are 
inscribed with his name therein. These pieces of plate are 
* оре delivered as soon as may be after my death. 


In witness that this instrument written upon this and the 
three proceeding pages upon each of which 1 have written 
my name, is my last Will & Testament. 1 hereunto set my 
hand and seal in the presence of the subscribing witness on 
this 29th day of Aug. A.D. 1909. 
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The last cent of the church debt was paid During the singing of the Te Deum, the two 


off on Tuesday, April 9th, 1912, by E. mortgages, as well as the notes and 
P. Bishop, treasurer of the parish, interest contracts, were solemnly 
and Fred Hott, treasurer of the burnt by the rector of the parish 
St. John's Men's club. The stone at the front of the chancel and 
church was built in 1892 at the under the main arch of the 
cost of about $40,000. The rood screen. The ashes were 
property in 1912 was valued at "The Last Cent Of The Church then carefully gathered. The 
$60,000. Debt Was Paid Off On text for the sermon preached 
ihaBishopsugnésfed танау Tuesday, April 9, 1912..." was Genesis 28:16-19. After the 


event, the Bishop and clergy 

were entertained at a luncheon 

given by Mrs. S. P. Vennigerholz at 
her home. 


6th, The Feast Day of St. John by 

the Latin Gate, would be a perfect 

day for the church to celebrate this 
joyous occasion. Tradition says this day 
commemorates the miraculous escape of St. The first service to occur in the newly 
John the Divine from a cauldron of boiling oil | consecrated church was held at 3:00 P.M. that 
that had been placed 
in front of the Lateran 
Gate in the walls of the 
ancient city of Rome. 
St. John had been 
cast there by order of 
the pagan emperor, 
Domitian. It was felt 
that this day might 
become а parish 
festival in the future. 


The ceremony of 
burning the mortgage, 
notes, and other 
obligations was 
conducted at а 
service in May 1912. The 
church was beautifully 
decorated with white 
flowers and linens for 
the event. Many clergy 
were іп attendance, 
along with the Bishop. 


Under the direction 
of Mr. Edward Meek, 
twenty-five vested 
choir members 
presented the music 
for the service. Nearly 
two hundred persons 
were in attendance. 
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same afternoon. Mr. Charles Е. Pryor 
and Miss Birdie Dell Smith, both of St. 
Louis, were united in marriage by 

the rector. 


(C 


determination to stay until this debt 
was fully resolved was needed and 
appreciated. 


St.John'shadprosperedinmany 


On Wednesday, May 8th, 1912, "Though No One At The ways during his rectorate. As 
the ashes of the mortgages | | he was quick to point out, no ill 
and the notes were placed Time Would Know, This feelings were among him and 
in а box and buried at the Would Not Be The Last Time the parishioners, and his new 
Northeast corner of the church That Dr. Hoster Would salary would be less. He simply 
lot, west of the steps to the Preach At St. Johns." believed that a change of pace 


choir room entrance. This event 
occurred in the presence of the 
rector and parish warden. 


The May celebration was soon tempered by the 
news that Rev. George P. Hoster would be leaving 
in November. After six successful years, Hoster 
decided to move to Tennessee to perform 
mission work at several small churches around 
Franklin, Tennessee. Rev. Hoster is remembered 
for being the only rector at St. John's to fully 
clear up the debt that the congregation owed 
from building the new church in 1892. His 


was always good for individuals 

and groups. Rev. Hoster had grown 

quite popular since coming to Decatur 

and had built up a full circle of friends. His 

community affairs involved serving as the 

chaplain of Dunham Post 141, Grand Army of the 

Republic several years and he would be missed 
there as well. 


Though no one at the time would know, this 
would not be the last time that Dr. Hoster would 
preach at St. John's. 


жш 


Cerro Gordo Street Looking West One Block North Of St. John's, Circa 1910s 
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THE BOOKLET BELOW WAS WRITTEN IN 1899 BY NEWLY APPOINTED CHURCH. 
HISTORIOGRAPHER, ELLEN F. PHILBROOK. THIS REPRINT INCLUDES EARLY CHURCH HISTORY, 
MEMORIALS & THE RECTORS TO DATE. 
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“Walk about Zion, and go round about her: 
and tell the towers thereof. Mark well her 
bulwarks, set up her houses: that ye may tell 
them that come after."— Psalm xlviii: тт, 12. 


St. John's Parish 


Decatur, Illinois 


Diocese of Springfield 


A brief record of what it has been 
since the year 1855, and of what it 
is in the year 1899. 
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Introduction 


Too great content with the present brings carelessness 
as to the future. Too great discontent with the present is 
apt to he based upon an ignorance of the past. This little 
book is purposed to prevent a satisfaction that breeds in- 
difference and a dissatisfaction that causes discouragement 
with things as they are in St. John’s Church. The follow- 
ing record should suggest that the time and resources of 
the Parish have been well employed. There is much to show 
for them. When one considers the difficulties, how really 
little of time and means there were to work with, one must 
acknowledge that much has been accomplished. If there 
rises a tendency to be disheartened or dissatisfied with the 
condition of the Parish to-day, let it be remembered how 
creditable it is that from such relatively small causes, such 
good results have sprung. And, on the other hand, if there 
is a tendency comfortably to enjoy those things which are 
favorable, without thought of things that may be lacking, 
let the example of those years in the past when self-sacri- 
fice was not shrunk from and the future not lost sight of, 
enter in to stimulate all to renewed efforts to supplement 
and round out the work so well begun. 

It is in order that the younger generation in the church 
now, and the generations yet to come may know some- 
what of the Parish’s past, and from that knowledge be both 
encouraged and incited to an interested activity that the 
glimpse of what St. John’s Church has been since 1855, is 
given in the following pages. H. уу. R. 


The C orporation 


Rector 


REV. HENRY W. RUFFNER, M. A. 


Wardens 
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Clerk 
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Treasurer 


ЕР, BISHOP 


Lay Reader 
HUGH W. HOUSUM 
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History of the Parish. 


I. From the Organization to the Consecration of the 
First Church Building. 


(Reprint from the “ Parish Register," published іп 1885.) 

The Parish was organized in September, 1855. The Rev. 
S. R. Child was soon thereafter called to the Rectorship, 
and entered upon his duties in October following. At that 
date the entire membership consisted of less than a dozen. 

Mr. Child was entertained on his arrival at the hos- 
pitable home of Mr. Cyril Fuller, the Senior Warden, and 
the most active member then in the matter of organization 
and lay work. Here he remained with his family until a 
house could be secured, and in a short time he rented and 
took possession of the one-story frame dwelling now stand- 
ing on the southeast corner of William and Broadway, where 
he very shortly afterward, Nov. 14, 1855, died, holding, I 
think, but one service after his arrival. This was held in 
the lower room of the old Masonic Hall at the northwest 
corner of the new square, now occupied by the Haworth 
Block. 

It is hardly necessary to state that we had no organ in 
those days, not even a cabinet organ, and even Prayer 
Books were scarce. The Chants and Hymns were sung, 
however, whenever a member could be found courageous 
enough to start them. As for the former, each canticle 
had its own Chant, and there was no difficulty in the way 
of everybody knowing what to sing. But with the Hymns, 
it was different. They were in greater variety, and the con- 
gregation were not furnished then as now with either a choir 
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to lead or a Hymnal with music set to each hymn. Thus 
it became necessary to announce the name of the tune to be 
used, as well as the number of the hymn. This duty was left, 
however, to the "pitcher," and I do not remember that the 
awkwardness of the interruption occasioned by the announce- 
ment of the tune by title, by a member of the congregation, 
had any perceptible effect upon the gravity of the wor- 
shippers, as it certainly would now, although the taking of 
the pitch, as it was termed, just before that, by sounding 
four distinct notes, audible to everybody, did sometimes 
make strangers from the east prick their ears, at least. 

The vacancy caused by the death of the Rev. S. R. Child 
was not filled until April, 1857, when the Rev. Wm. L. 
Bostwick was elected to the Rectorship and entered upon 
his duties, holding services in the old Masonic Hall, before 
mentioned. This was a most inconveniently arranged room 
for the purpose, as it was occupied as a school during the 
week, and was quite filled with the usual school desks and 
benches, the latter being of the proper height for children 
only. Beth desk and bench being firmly fastened to the 
floor, it made standing and kneeling in the aisles a neces- 
sity. 

To add to the inconvenience, some two or three of the 
numerous religious denominations seeking a foothold in 
Decatur had secured the use of the room in advance, at, to 
them, the most convenient hours, and as a consequence we 
had to slip in between. Thus the only hour we could find 
for a daylight service was at т o'clock P. M. Even then we 
were not sure of our ground if the preacher preceding us 
happened to be one of the long-winded kind. The result 
being that we were not infrequently obliged to hang around 
the door until he finished. The incongruity of this state of 
things was made ludicrously apparent on one occasion when 
a certain preacher so full of his subject that there seemed 
to be no end to his 'lastly"—observing, perhaps, the un- 
easiness of some of the "Episcopals" about the door at being 
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kept waiting so long past the appointed hour, and also the 
presence of the Rector in his surplice, who had quietly slipped 
into a corner—wound up his discourse with a vigorous blow 
upon the dusty cushion supporting the Bible, and shocked 
the little band of "Episcopals" and the Rector especially, 
by roaring in thunder tones, “Мом come on with your 
preacher!” 

It was while occupying this school-room that the first 
Confirmation was administered. It took place in the then 
new Methodist Church on the corner now occupied by the 
National Bank and others, the church being kindly loaned 
for the occasion. But few persons then in Decatur had 
ever seen a Bishop in his robes, much less had ever heard the 
eloquence and charming delivery of a prelate such as was 
the Rt. Rev. Henry J. Whitehouse, then Bishop of the 
Diocese of Illinois. It was therefore a most interesting oc- 
casion to many and drew out an unusually large congrega- 
tion. 

The inconvenience of the Masonic Hall as a place of 
worship soon stimulated the few members and friends of the 
parish to provide better accommodations, and this was done 
by hiring an “upper room" over a store on North Water 
street, and furnishing it with benches, a platform and com- 
munion rail. Here was held the second confirmation, April 
25, 1858. : 

Early in 1858 it was resolved by the vestry "That we buy 
a lot and build a church edifice, the two to cost not less 
than $1,500,” and a committee was appointed to solicit sub- 
scriptions therefor. Very shortly thereafter the committee 
reported some $1,300 subscribed, and immediately the present 
lot occupied by the church was purchased at a cost of $500, 
and the work of building was completed in the fall of the 
same year, the kindly and substantial aid of friends of the 
Rev. Wm. L. Bostwick in the east enabling the vestry to 
build at a much larger cost than they were able to do of 
themselves. 


The plan of the church, as adopted by the building com- 
mittee, provided for a cross at each gable of the building, 
but this feature had escaped the attention of at least one of 
the vestry, whose early training led him to regard such 
symbols as “Romish,” and when he discovered them, for the 
first time, ready to be put in their places on the building, 
he lost no time in giving emphatic expression to his ob- 
jections as well as his indignation. The crosses were duly 
set up, however, where they remain to this day, the first ever 
set up in Decatur, in a public place, at least, and an ex- 
ample evidently considered wholesome by Protestant bod- 
ies here, who have copied them on a much larger scale. 

The first Christmas in the new church building was duly 
celebrated, and I believe, also, for the first time in Decatur 
by any religious body as a Holy Day, for I well remember 
the comments of some members of other churches at the 
time upon what they were pleased to term a "Popish cus- 
tom," and quite foreign to Protestant bodies. 

Here, too, was set up for the first time in Decatur the 
children's Christmas tree, and the custom of decorating the 
church at Christmas with evergreens, and at Easter with 
flowers, was introduced, both of which pretty and appro- 
priate customs were soon copied by most oí the other re- 
ligious bodies in the city, each vieing with the other in the 
extent and elaborateness of the display. 

The Rev. Wm. L. Bostwick resigned the rectorship in 
April, 1859, and was succeeded by the Rev. E. P. Wright in 
June following. About this time the vestry resolved to 
reseat the church, and the walnut seats now in the chapel 
were provided, with the understanding that thereaíter the 
pews should be rented, as a means of providing the neces- 
sary revenue. This was a vexed question, however, as 
many of the subscriptions to the building fund had been 
with the express understanding that the church was to be 
free, but the rented pew party prevailed, and the unitorm 
price of ten dollars was fixed upon each pew, the choice 
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being awarded to those who offered the highest premium 
above that figure. 

The Rev. Edward P. Wright resigned in May, 1860, and 
in August of the same year was succeeded by the Rev. Wm. 
M. Steel, of Eufaula, Ala. 

After a trial of the rented pew system for two years, it 
was unanimously resolved by the vestry to return to the 
original plan of free sittings, but allowing families to select 
such as they preferred, to furnish them as they pleased, and 
to enjoy the same, but not to the exclusion of others. 

The Rev. Wm. Steel resigned in July, 1863, and was suc- 
ceeded in September by the Rev. Silas Totten, D. D., LL. D. 

Soon thereafter the question of raising a revenue by the 
renting of pews was renewed, and the question was sub- 
mitted to a vote of the congregation. This brought out a 
large representation of those interested, and provoked a 
spirited discussion at a meeting of the congregation, Oct. 
24, 1864, but the anti-pew renters prevailed, and the vestry 
was requested by a formal resolution to declare “the seats 
of this church free from all claims thereon by reason of 
priority of occupation, and to cause it to be made known 
at the morning and evening service, for the following three 
Sundays from this date, that all the seats in this church are 
free.” 

In connection with this subject, I may add that not- 
withstanding this formal notice, a number of the older fam- 
ilies continued to occupy their accustomed pews, their pref- 
erence being always kindly respected by the other members. 

It was a wintry day in January, 1862, when the wardens 
and vestry met Bishop Whitehouse, then the guest of Judge 
Prather—whose residence was on the corner lot now occu- 
pied by the First Methodist Church—to conduct him to the 
church for its consecration. A long struggle had enabled 
the vestry to pay off the indebtedness contracted by the 
building committee in November, 1860, and it was a joyous 
day for the little band, when the Bishop met with them to 
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consecrate the result of their efforts. Appeal after appeal had 
been made, sacrifices, such as are rare nowadays, were con- 
tinually made by a few devoted ones, and little by little the 
incubus of a debt, small it would seem now, but large for 
those times, was lifted, and scarcely no event in the history 
of the Parish since.has brought more real joy and satis- 
faction to the members than did the service of consecra- 
tion on that stormy day. 

It was fearfully cold, but the blinding snow storm through 
which that little procession moved up Water street, was 
robbed of all its terrors by the consciousness that the end 
of the journey was to witness the fruition of one of their 
dearest hopes. 

In the evening, instead of a service at the church, the 
members of the Parish were invited to meet the Bishop at 
Judge Prather’s, and a large number was present. At a 
suitable time the Bishop gave them one of his charming 
talks, and so ended one of the happiest days St. John’s Parish 
had ever seen. ESB 


II. From the Consecration to the Selling of the First 
Church Building. 


The building thus consecrated stood on North Water 
street and in time a Rectory was built just north of it. For 
over thirty years it was the center of the Parish life, where 
were administered baptisms, confirmations and communions, 
weddings and funerals, according to those rites and cere- 
monies by which the Prayer Book puts those who use it 
in touch with the dignity and beauty and strength of the 
Holy Catholic Church throughout the world. 

Delegates, clerical and lay, from the Parish were active 
in the convention in December, 1877, when the present 
Diocese of Springfield was organized and the Rev. Dr. 
George F. Seymour, Dean of the General Theological Semi- 
nary of New York City, elected its first Bishop. It is of 
interest to note here that it was a delegate from St. John’s 
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Church, Decatur, who placed in nomination the name of 
the Rev. Dr. Chas. R. Hale, Dean of the Cathedral at Daven- 
port, for the office of Bishop Coadjutor іп 1802. 

But in time the dear old, but modest wooden building, 
clustered about as it was by so many sacred memories, had 
to be superseded by something better, because of the gen- 
eral march of improvement and the encroachments of busi- 
ness and the constantly increasing membership of the Parish. 
So was evolved the present new building. 

But hallowed memories forbade the abandonment and 
desecration of the old church building erected thirty years 
before, and duly consecrated, and it was determined to pre- 
serve it by removal to the rear of the new building, to be 
used as a chapel, where it now stands, and, to the older 
members, represents the past, with many sacred associa- 
tions. 

In 1888 an effort was begun to provide a more com- 
modious church building, and, to this end, two members of 
the parish took it upon themselves to purchase what seemed 
to them a desirable location, with the intention of offering 
it at cost to the vestry whenever they decided to enter upon 
the work of erecting a new building. 

In 1889 their offer of the property, upon which the 
church now stands, was accepted, and in September, 1800, 
the corner-stone of the present structure was laid. 

In October, 1891, the old church ground on North Water 
street was sold at public auction, the proceeds being devoted 
to defraying the cost of the new building and ground. 


Ш. The New Church. 


The services, upon Sept. 23, 1890, that marked the laying 
of the corner-stone of the new St. John’s Church were most 
impressive. A temporary floor had been laid over the joists, 
which were already in place. Seats were provided for a 
great many, while others stood. A number of carriages were 
drawn up in easy hearing distance. 
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The services were according to the beautiful ritual of 
the Episcopal Church, and were conducted by Rt. Rev. 
George F. Seymour, S. T. D., LL. D., Bishop of this 
diocese, assisted by several rectors of neighboring parishes 
and the boy choir of St. John’s, all in the vestments of their 
office. All the arrangements had been carefully made by 
the rector, Rev. M. M. Goodwin, so there was no jar to mar 
the solemnity of the occasion. 

It was just at noon that the choir boys, followed by the 
wardens, rectors, and the Bishop came down Church street 
and paused at the corner of Eldorado street. Then the exer- 
cises began by singing the “Processional.” At the proper 
place in the service Rev. M. M. Goodwin read the list of 
articles in the box deposited in the corner-stone, as follows: 

Bible. 

Prayer book and hymnal. 

Journal of synod, 1880. 

Digest of the canons, diocese of Springfield. 

Church almanac, 1890. 

The Churchman, The Living Church, city papers, the 
diocesan paper. 

Autographs of contributors and friends of the church. 

The form of service used in laying the corner-stone. 

Names of the Bishop of the diocese, the rector of the 
parish, the vestry of St. John’s Church, the building com- 
mittee, the architect, the contractor, the superintendent of 
the work. 

A history of the parish to date, Sept. 23, 1890. 

The stone was put in place, the “Gloria” was sung, and 
then the Bishop introduced Rev. J. M. C. Fulton, D. D., of 
Jacksonville, an old-time friend of Mr. Goodwin. He made 
the address, closing with the following words: 

“And as a parting word, when your beautiful church is 
finished and the Bishop consecrates it to the exclusive ser- 
vice of Almighty God, and the tribes come up hither and 
the seats are crowded and singing is attractive and the ser- 
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vice is stately and grand, again, I say, ‘look not at the things 
which are seen.’ A church or a congregation is not always 
successful, though it seems, and is often »roclaimed so to be. 

“You may have this completed church crowded to its 
very roof and multitudes of communicants about its altar. 
You may have a church of which men will speak in terms 
ої unhesitating approval and upon whose clergy and people 
prelates may smile and which the rich and great may patron- 
ize, and yet it may be a church over which angels may 
weep and the heart of Jesus be saddened. How, you say, 
could this be true? It would be true if you were caught in 
the driít of popular opinion, it would be true if you were 
captured with 'the seen,' it would be true if all these things 
were used as ends and instead of means. It would be true 
if there were no deep spiritual work done here, if you never 
heard of sinners being converted and of penitents growing 
up in the beauty of sanctity. Only will there be joy in 
the presence of the angels, as the ‘unseen’ is more to you 
than the 'seen, as 'the faith once delivered to the saints' 
links your souls to God with more than hooks of steel. As 
you are loyal to your Divine Head, faithful to his body, the 
Chuch diligent in the use of all that stimulates spirituality 
and have the consciousness that ‘underneath are the ever- 
lasting arms,’ the precious corner-stone, he that believeth in 
the scriptural, the apostolic, the catholic and the historic 
sense of the Church's credenda shall not make haste. May 
God give you all a rest to-day upon the ‘chief corner-stone,’ 
the ‘sure foundation.’ ” 

At the conclusion, the Bishop said he regretted to follow 
a speaker who had spoken so eloquently. He then made 
an address that was forcible and vigorous, concluding by 


bespeaking the services of Rev. Dr. Fulton as the principai 


speaker at the consecration of the church, when it shall be 
finished. The Bishop thanked the rector, the wardens and 
the vestrymen for their work, and then pronounced the bene- 
diction. 
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Tuesday in Easter week, 1892, was another notable day in 
the history of St. John’s Parish. It saw the second conse- 
cration of a church edifice wherein the faithful might worship 
their God and receive of Him His gifts of grace. If the 
contrast between the first and second buildings and that be- 
tween the single score of communicants in 1862 and the 
fourteen score in 1892 represented more than an outward 
growth, the spiritual progress of the parish had indeed been 
great. 

The seven years since the day of consecration have not 

een without their discouragements, nor have they been 
without their blessings. They have left no burdens too 
heavy for the present to bear, and they have sustained and 
handed down much that may help them of to-day to come 
nearer to God. 

The following appeared in “The Living Church” of April 
30, 1892: 

“The new church is, perhaps, the finest in the diocese. It 
is in thirteenth-century Gothic, and is built of variegated 
red sandstone from Wisconsin. It is 120 feet in length and 
50 in width, not including the tower, in which is the main 
entrance. In front, two small porches fiank the baptistry, 
which forms a circular projection directly under the great 
west window. The tower is 65 feet high in stone, with a 
parapet of copper 8 feet high, and a slate roof, making the 
total height about 100 feet, surmounted by a copper cross, 8 
feet high. The nave is 40 feet high, with rich panelled black 
ash ceiling, supported by ornamental trusses, of old red oak. 
The nave proper is 45 by 60 feet. There is one broad center 
aisle and two side aisles. There are three entrances in front, 
the main entrance being from the tower, and two porch 
entrances on the north and south sides of the baptistry. 
The floor of the church is hard wood, oiled and polished. 
Two rows of columns support the handsomely arched truss 
roof. 

“The chancel is heptagonal in shape and is large and com- 


14 


modious, the sanctuary being apsidal. It is lighted by 
twenty-one windows, three in each of its seven faces, amber 
and «gold in tone, the cross being traced in jewels in each 
window.” 

Itis interesting to note, as indicating the shifting char- 
acter of the community in which the church ministers, that 
the ayerage number confirmed annually has been about thir- 
teen, while the average increase in the number of communi- 
cants has been only about seven. 
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* Statistics of the Parish from 1868 to 1898. 


Date. Baptized, Confirmed. |Communicants|Sunday School. 
1868 3 4 42 94 
1869 7 7 34 45 
1870 8 9 51 70 
1871 ee 59 

1872 6 80 40 
1873 19 34 61 101 
1874 7 7 71 75 
1875 10 22% 70 15 
1876 18 65 33 66 
1877 9 10 52 70 
1878 18 9 61 61 
1879 22 1 70 97 
1880 36 10 97 187 
1881 25 38 136 160 
1882 15 14 141 147 
1883 22 19 165 150 
1884 21 10 159 

1885 18 8 155 92 
1886 24 8 169 90 
1887 17 27 202 103 
1888 19 11 237 146 
1889 16 16 259 131 
1890 18 39 287 145 
1891 6 іе 275 128 
1892 9 19 288 84 
1893 10 12 288 58 
1894 7 12 288 58 
1895 13 26 250 84 
1896 9 19 250 

1897 11 8 250 86 
1898 11 6 250 78 
Total.. 424 383 


*These figures are obtained from the tables of Parochial Statistics published 
in the journals of the annual diocesan synods. 


I7 


O 


The Choir. 


The music of the service has always received the care 
and attention that so important a part of public worship 
deserves. Until 1887 the usual quartette or chorus choir 
led the singing of the service. In 1887 the rector, Rev. A. 
Kinney Hall, organized a vested choir of boys and men and 
himself was choir master. After experiencing the difficulties 
attaching to a boy choir in a church that has not a large 
appropriation for music and in a city no larger than De- 
catur, it was found to be wise to disband the chorus shortly 
after Easter in 1897. 

Soon after, the present choir of men and women was 
organized and, following the custom that is establishing 
itself in places outside of the larger cities, vestments for the 
women were introduced. А 

The choir rolls show that it numbers to-day fifteen so- 
pranos, three altos, five tenors, and seven basses, besides the 
boy crucifer and his two attendants. The officers are: 


Choirmaster, The Rector. 
Organist, Mr. Walter B. Shade. 
Crucifer, Master Walter Dinges. 
Attendants, Master Lewis Shade, 
Master Lloyd Rawley. 

Librarians, Mr. Chas. Wilson, 
Mr. William Hill. 

Server, Mr. Frank Howes. 
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Organizations 


In the order of their inauguration 
The Ladies’ Aid Society. 


The earliest available records of an Aid Society in St. 
John’s Church is in the year 1873. Mrs. L. Burrows was 
Treasurer. Who was President does not appear. From the 
bank books it seems that the society then, as now, was given 
to making money. 

In 1874 a supper was served in Power’s store, which 
netted the society $219.70. In 1875, Dec. 16 and 17, a 
“Martha Washington reception” was given, at which the 
gross receipts were $319.90. 

In 1880, Мау 14, a “Strawberry Festival" was held in the 
old tabernacle, which netted $122.76. 

In October, the same year, a lunch room realized for the 
treasury of the society $190.62. 

During these five years Mrs. L. Burrows continued treas- 
игег. The society was given to good works, paid for а 
new furnace, furnished a rector’s room at a cost of $278.58, 
filled deficiencies, etc. 

In 1882 the “Aid Society’ was reorganized and had a 
long, useful life of ten years, during the rectorships of Rev. 
Walter H. Moore, Rev. A. Kinney Hall and Rev. M. M. 
Goodwin. 

During this period the following ladies served the society 
as Presidents: Mrs. Lucy Durfee, Mrs. Isabelle Venniger- 
holz, Mrs. L. Burrows, Mrs. H. M. Summers; as Secretary 
and Treasurer: Mrs. L. L. Ferriss, Mrs. Lou Carter, Mrs. 
Minnie Hostetler, Mrs. E. C. Philbrook. 

Much social and charitable work was done. Among the 
various ways in which money was raised was a paper car- 
nival, musicales, addressing envelopes, apron sales, etc., etc. 

The Aid Society had at one time some $600 which was 
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invested at 8 per cent. This sum was donated to the build- 
ing fund of St. John’s and paid for the rose window in the 
west end of the new church. 

Towards the close of the year 1893 the Aid Society prac- 
tically disintegrated and when revived was reorganized as 


St. John’s Chapter. 


Feb. 21, 1896, some thirty ladies met at the residence 
of Mrs. L. Burrows for the purpose of organizing a society 
looking towards church work. 

Mrs. H. M. Summers was chosen Chairman; Mrs. E. C. 
Philbrook, Secretary. 

Mrs. Summers, Mrs. B. K. Durfee, Mrs. Philbrook 
were chosen as a committee to draft a constitution. 

Feb. 25, 1896.—At a second meeting, held this date, the 
committee offered a constitution of which the following is 
Article I: 

This society shall be known as St. John's Chapter and 
shall be for the purpose of furthering union and acquaint- 
ance among church people and raising money for church 
purposes. 

The other articles were those usually adopted for the 
government of societies in general. 

At this meeting Mrs. H. M. Summers was chosen Presi- 
dent; Mrs. Duríee, Vice-President; Mrs. E. C. Philbrook, 
Secretary; Mrs. M. P. Hostetler, Treasurer. 

From Feb. 25 to June г the chapter raised by collection 
and “The Gibson Pictures" about $150. 

Oct. 5, 1896.—At the first meeting after the summer va- 
cation, Mrs. Philbrook being out of the city and Mrs. Hos- 
tetter having resigned, Miss Burrows was made Secretary 
and Treasurer pro tem. 

Upon Jan. 18, 1897, it was decided by a vote of the chap- 
ter to use such monies as should be raised to meeting the 
interest on the church debt as it became due—which has 
been done up to date. 
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The annual meeting upon the Monday aftet Easter was 
not held and on Sept. 30, 1897, an election was held, at which 
Mrs. H. M. Summers was elected President; Mrs. Stutzen- 
berger, Vice-President; Mrs. Philbrook, Secretary and 
Treasurer. 

During this year the ladies raised by dinners, sales, pic- 
nics, etc., $479.00. 

Мау 18, 1898.—The annual meeting, held this date at 
Mrs. L. Burrows’, resulted in the election of Mrs. Sophia 
Shade, President; Miss Maude Burrows, Vice-President; 
Mrs. Philbrook, Secretary and Treasurer. Since Oct. 3, 1808, 
the chapter has raised in various ways $371.02. 

The annual meeting will be held on April 3, 1899, for 
election of officers, reports and business. 


The Sanctuary Chapter. ; 

The Sanctuary Chapter of St. John's Guild was organ- 
ized in April, 1889, the Rev. Montgomery M. Goodwin be- 
ing the rector of the church at that time. It was through 
his advice and instruction the organization was effected. 

There were thirteen or fourteen original members and 
the first officers were: President, Mrs. R. W. Chilson; Vice- 
President, Miss Bell Burrows (Mrs. Strange); Secretary and 
Treasurer, Miss Roby (Mrs. Brown). Mrs. Chilson has been 
elected President at each annual election up to the present 
date. 

A constitution was drawn up at once setting forth the 
object and duties of the chapter. The main points of which 
are the care of the chancel and choir, not only the furnish- 
ing and making oí the necessary linens and hangings, but 
also the sweeping and dusting, the laundering and proper 
vesting. 

During the ten years of the Sanctuary Chapter's exist- 
ence there has never been a break in its work. Even when 
the church has been without a rector for several months at a 
time and the church was closed for services, the chapter has 
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continued its work as well as possible under the circum- 
stances. In this time the members have earned and con- 
tributed something over $800. In addition to the incidental 
expenses of flowers for the altar, laundering, etc., the chapter 
bought the altar, the Bishop's chair and has contributed to- 
wards the debt of the church. 

At the present time there are eighteen working members 
and three or four who contribute toward the financial part 
of the chapters work, but are unable to help otherwise. 
The members are divided into sections of three each and take 
the duties in regular rotation, one calendar month at a time, 
thus giving each member two months of serving. 

It has been the custom for several years for each mem- 
ber to earn at least $r.oo during Lent, the whole amount to 
be given as a corporate Easter offering. 


The Choir Chapter. 


To relieve the Sanctuary Chapter, a society was organ- 
ized by the Rev. M. M. Goodwin, in the spring of 1892, to 
take sole charge of the work connected with the choir. 
It was known as the Choir Chapter. It continued its eí- 
ficient work until 1897, when the choir of boys and men 
was disbanded shortly after Easter. 

Its first officers were: President, Mrs. Eliza Piper; Vice- 
President, Mrs. Philip Bury; Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs. 
J. M. Rainey. 


The St. Martha's Chapter. 


The St. Martha's Chapter was organized in the year 1889, 
and during the time Rev. M. M. Goodwin was rector. Its 
organization was first suggested among the members of the 
Sunday-school class then taught by Miss Lucile Durfee. 
The class was composed of about fourteen young ladies, 
who became the charter members of the chapter, with Miss 
Belle Vennigerholz as President and Miss Mabel Smick, 
Secretary and Treasurer—the first officers chosen. The pur- 
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pose of the chapter was to lend such assistance as possible 
to the church by their organized effort. The result of this 
effort was the selection and purchase of the windows in the 
Baptistry. Owing to inevitable changes in the personnel of 
the chapter it was allowed to lapse in the year 1892, leaving 
a record of having accomplished that which it was organized 
to effect. 


The Woman's Auziliary. 


In November, 1890, under the direction of the rector, the 
Rev. M. M. Goodwin, the Woman's Auxiliary was organ- 
ized with thirty members. The first officers were: Presi- 
dent, Mrs. M. M. Goodwin; Vice-President, Mrs. J. M. 
Rainey; Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs. W. M. Catto. The 
work of the Auxiliary since its organization has been partly 
for diocesan missions and partly for the general missions 
of the church. 

Present officers: President, Mrs. S. D. May; First Vice- 
President, Mrs. E. C. Philbrook; Second Vice-President, 
Mrs. R. R. Montgomery; Secretary and Treasurer, Miss 
Mary F. Howes. 

The chapter numbers to-day some twenty active members. 
Its meetings are held fortnightly, one meeting in the month 
being given to work and the other to study of subjects re- 
lating to missions. This last year the discussions have been 
upon China, its religious history and present evangelization. 


Brotherhood of St. Andrew. 


St. John’s Chapter, No. 381, received its charter from 
the Council of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew upon Feb. 
16, 1890. The charter members numbered five, to whom 
were added, at the first four meetings, ten more, and before 
six months the roll was brought up to nineteen members. 
The first officers were: Rev. M. M. Goodwin, Director; J. 
Bering Burrows, Treasurer; W. P. Waggoner, Secretary. 

“The sole object of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew is the 
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spread of Christ’s kingdom among young men, and to this 
end every man desiring to become a member thereof must 
pledge himself to observe the two rules of the Brotherhood, 
the Rule of Prayer and the Rule of Service. The Rule of 
Prayer is to pray daily for the spread of Christ’s kingdom 
among young men, and for God’s blessing upon the labors 
of the Brotherhood. The Rule of Service is to make an 
earnest effort each week to bring at least one young man 
within hearing of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, as set forth 
in the services of the church and in young men’s Bible 
classes." —(Art. I, Sec. т, Constitution.) 

In 1898 the chapter begun some eight years before was 
reorganized, applying for and receiving a new charter dated 
June 23, 1898, and bearing the number of the original charter, 
381. The officers then elected and since re-elected are: 


Hugh W. Housum, Director. 
Walter B. Shade, Vice- Director. 
Arthur C. Race, Secretary and Treasurer. 


There are ten active and two associate members. Meet- 
ings are held every Tuesday night, and are given to busi- 
ness and to Bible study, under the direction of the rector. 
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Gifts and Memorials 
In the Chapel. 


The Henry Prather Window—The gift of his widow and designed 
by Rev. William L. Bostwick. 


Inscription: “ Behold I Come Quickly." In Memoriam Henry Prather, 
Died August 30, 1869. 


The Cyril Fuller Window—The gift of his old friends in the 
parish. 


Inscription: Cyril Fuller, Senior Warden of this Parish for twenty-seven 
years. Died June 4, 1882. 


The De Wolf Window—The gift of Mrs. Lowber Burrows. 
Inscription: Lapis Vivus. In Memoriam William Willis De Wolf, Rector 
of this Parish, 1872-1875. 


The Brass Altar Cross and Vases—The gift of Mr. and Mrs. 
William J. Quinlan. 


Inscription: In Memoriam Ethel C. Quinlan, Born December 2, 1878. 
Born again May т, 1879. Born into Life Easter Morning, March 28, 1880, 


The Walnut Altar, Lectern and Prayer Desk are the handiwork 
of the Rev. William L. Bostwick. 


The Crimson Cloth Altar Hangings and Antipendium, and the 
Carved Walnut Alms Basins are the gift of Mr. Lowber Bur- 
rows, who personally selected them in London in 1873. The 
embroidery upon the hangings is the loving handiwork of 
Miss Emily Luttrell. 

The Altar Rail, Bishop’s Chair and Sedilia are the gift of Messrs. 
Jasper J. Peddecord and Lowber Burrows. 


The Choir Cross is the gift of Mrs. Elizabeth Finley Өпүюр їп 
memory of her late husband. 


In the New Church Buildings—Baptistry 


The Seven Windows with Cherub Heads—The gift of the girls of 
St. Martha’s Chapter. 
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The Marble Font—The gift of the Sunday School. 


Тһе Gas and Electric Chandelier—The gift of Mr. and Mrs. 
William J. Quinlan. 


Inscription: In Memoriam Ethel C. Quinlan. December 2, 1878. March 


20, 1880, 
The Nave—South Side 


The Boyd Window—The gift of personal friends. 
Inscription: In Memoriam Wm. M. Boyd, Vestryman of this Parish 1842- 
1880. Subject: “ Suffer Little Children to Come unto Ме.” 


The Race Window—The gift of Mr. and Mrs. John R. Race. 
Subject: The Angel of the Resurrection. Inscription: To the Glory of 


God and in Loving Memory of Flora Race Bashforth. 1859-1886. 


The Goodwin Window—The gift of Rev. M. M. Goodwin. 


Inscription: In Loving Memory of My Mother, Mary C. Goodwin, by her 
son, the Rev. M. M. Goodwin. 1815-1884. Subject: Christ among the 
Doctors. 


The Clerestory—Twenty circular windows. The gift of the 
ladies of the ** Saturday Market." 


The Great Rose Window in the west front, with the four square 
windows below, the latter typifying the four Evangelists, 
the gift of the Ladies’ Aid Society, now St. John's Chapter. 


Ву a resolution of the Vestry in 1890, at the suggestion of the 
building committee, it was declared that the principal win- 
dows on the north and south sides of the Nave, if at any 
time they are desired to be occupied as memorials, must, in 
such cases, be used only in illustration of the following sub- 
jects, as sequences in the life of Christ, namely, beginning 
with the north-east window: 1. The Plains of Bethlehem. 
2. The Nativity. 3. Christ Among the Doctors. 4. The 
Good Shepherd. 5. Christ Blessing Little Children. 6. The 
Woman at the Well. 7. The Marriage at Cana. 8. The 
Angel of the Resurrection. 


The Brass Pulpit—The gift of Mr. Lowber Burrows and Children. 
Inscription: To the Glory of God, and in Thankful Remembrance of Wife 
and Mother’s Restoration to Health, A. D. 1895. 
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The Hymn Board—The gift of Mrs. Thomas L. Antrim. 


Inscription: In Memoriam Ella Koehler Antrim. 1870-1889. 


The Brass Lectern—The gift of Mrs. Alice G. Tibbits. 


Inscription: In Memoriam Samuel Tibbits. 


The Carved Oak Prayer Desk —The gift of Mrs. Susan B. Bobo. 
Inscription: In Loving Memory of James A. Young. Died October ro, 1889. 


The Brass Faldstool-—The gift of personal friends of the Rev. 
Walter H. Moore. 


Inscription: In Memoriam Alice Adriance, 1879; Walter Adriance, 1380, 
Children of the Rev. Walter H. and Julia L. Moore, without Fault Before 
the Throne of God. 


The Copy of the Litany on the Faldstool—The gift of Miss 
Maude I. Burrows. 
In memory of the late Emily Luttrell. 1806. 


The Chancel 


The twenty-one windows lighting the dome, each being an 
illuminated mosaic Latin cross, the gift of Mrs. Lowber 
Burrows. 


The Polished Oak Altar—The gift of the Sanctuary Chapter. 
The Bishop’s Chair—The gift of the Sanctuary Chapter. 


The Oak: Altar Rail, with metal standards, bracketed with the 
passion vine and flowers in copper and silver. The gift of 
the Daughters of the King. 


The Brass Credence—The gift of the personal friends of the late 
Wm. M. Boyd. 
Inscription: In Memoriam William M. Boyd. 1842-1889. 


The Brass Alms Basin—The gift of the “ Daughters of the King." 


The Pair of Carved Oak Alms Basins—The gift of the Misses 
Sarah E. and Caroline L. Allen. 


Inscription: In Memoriam Cyena Putnam Allen. 1806-1892. 


The Brass Altar Desk—The gift of Mrs. Louise W. Fish. 


Inscription: In Memoriam Col. James G. Fish. 
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The Siloer Communion Service, consisting of Chalice, Paten and 
Wafer Box. The gift of Mrs. Emma P. Warren апааМг. 
Giles R. Warren, in memory of the late John K. Warren, 


a member of the Vestry. 


Inscription: То the Glory of God, and in Loving Memory of Husband and 
Father, John Kirkpatrick Warren. August, 1834. November, 1894. 
August, 1896. 


The Red Morocco Altar Service. 


In Memoriam James Cramer, the gift of his widow. 


The Tower Entrance 


The Oil Portrait of the Late Henry Prather—to whom the Parish 
is indebted for a part of the valuable property, the site of the 
old church and rectory on North Water Street—is the gift of 
his niece, Mrs. Emma Prather Rurode. 


The Endowment Fund of the Parish consists of $1000, bequeathed 
by the late Amanda W. Prather, widow of Henry Prather, 
and $500, bequeathed by the late Emily Luttrell, both of 
which principal sums are to be kept invested, and the interest 
only to be used towards the payment of the salary of the 
rector or minister. 
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Building Fund 


Receipts. 

From individual subscriptions to the Building 
шанасы асы СЫРЛЫ ТД ҰРТ CN M T $11,270.80 
Brom: the 180165 Aid. Society: .2..2.....2.2....... 200.00 
MME ПО ела» 2,375.37 
From sale of buildings on new church lot......... 690.88 

From public sale of the site of the old church and 
rectory on North Water вігееі................ 20,556.20 
PERO OE AN о ит. 920.68 
Present mofttgagse loan а. оен rit ы; 7,500.00 
$43,513.93 

Disbursements. 

To contractor for new church building, exclusive of 
lass and-füurnitüre... оК $19,693.13 

To H. F. Starbuck, architect, for plans and specifi- 
cations, including superintendence............. 850.00 

For new church lot, corner of Church and Eldorado 
SEP CEES ЫЛ. Кок A T E DONIS ТЕ eee ees 5,000.00 
For expenses of clearing off the new lot. ........ 312.50 
Ror concrete sidewalks... i.e uu erro eos 298.00 
Por-stained glass міпдбоу5.....25..-.............. 2,174.55 
Шасгареуасата-Іатпіште...........,..22222552225 1,684.90 
ШЕ AE TICE oues wies eins eere И Е 404.32 
EO asand electric fixtures... urn 674.26 
For decoration of walls of new building.......... 385.65 
ШБезвилеанынст.222.....................; 1,263.87 
CODO UNS аа УНО АРИ 2,441.10 

For removal of chapel to rear of new building and 
repairs thereon ...... КЕ 756.78 
For insurance on new church building and chapel.. 318.40 
For special taxes, street paving and sewerage...... 1,382.21 

For interest on prior loans, deficiency in current ex- 
penses, diocesan dues and incidentals.......... 5,874.26 
$43,513.93 
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Appendix 


Copy of Articles of Organization 


Decatur, Sept. 10, 1855. 

We whose names are hereunto affixed, deeply sensible of 
the truth of the Christian religion and earnestly desirous 
of promoting its holy influence in our own hearts 
and іп those of our families and neighbors, do 
hereby associate ourselves under the name of St. John’s 
Parish, in communion with Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America and Diocese of Illinois, the 
authority of whose constitution and canons we do hereby 
recognize and to whose liturgy and mode of worship we 
promise conformity. 


Chas. B. Smythe, Emily Luttrell, 

C. H. Fuller, Sarah D. Macy, 
M. S. Fuller, Elam Rust, 

Wm. Prather, M. L. Foote Rust, 
Cyril Fuller, Chas. M. Smith, 
Maria Fuller, J. M. Richardson, 
James Simpson, Alex S. Halbert. 


Sarah Simpson, 
I hereby certify that the above association was made un- 
der my direction and that it is all in accordance with the 


canon provided for that purpose. 


Stephen R. Child. 
Attest: 


Wm. Prather, 
Clerk of the Vestry. 
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HOLLISTER BROTHERS, PRINTERS, CHICAGO 


North Water Street Parade, Stadler-Robertson Furniture Co., Circa 1917 


fter the church’s consecration, St. John's 
Av a new Rector as Dr. Willard Daniel 

Stires came іп 1913. He was born оп 
January 6th, 1868, on his family farm near 
Washington, New Jersey. Stires was well- 
educated and studied at Lafayette College, 
New York University, McCormick Theological 
Presbyterian Seminary, and Seabury 
Divinity School. In 1898, he married 
Evelyn S. Farrow іп Trenton, 
New Jersey. He had been an 
Episcopalian clergyman for five 
years after starting his career 
as a Presbyterian minister. He 
was ordained as a vicar, and 
as a priest, in 1907 and 1908 
respectively. 


As a rector of four different 

Episcopal church missions near 

St. Peter, Minnesota, Dr. Stires gained 

a solid reputation for greatly enhancing 
churches. The area that he served was so 
extensive that he needed to use an automobile 
to make the rounds of his daily visits. One 
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"Rev. Stires Jumped Right 
In With Revival Type Meetings 
To Renew The Communicants’ 
Interest And To Bring Others 

Into The Church." 


Rev. Willard Daniel Stires, 1913 


162 FLOURISHING AFTER THE GREAT WAR 1913-1934 
М o —————dd ЕЕЕ Ерак 


of his mission churches had just finished a 
new building. As a result of his successes, he 
became known as an ‘organizer and a church 
builder. Shortly after Father Stires’ arrival with 
his wife and four children, parishioners began 
to think about purchasing a rectory. In February 

of 1918, the vestry authorized the purchase of 

a parsonage on North Street. 


The church remained busy 
during this transition. For the 
first time, the vestry meeting 

minutes were placed іп 
the church bulletin for all 
parishioners to read. Building 
improvements included 
heating the church with steam 
from the city heating plant 
and tiling the sanctuary floor as 
a memorial from the Altar Guild. 

The wooden church was officially 
deconsecrated and made into a temporary 

Guild Hall. The pews were removed, and the 

building was to be used as a clubhouse and for 

social events. The altar and other ecclesiastical 
fittings and fixtures were taken away. Benches 
were built around the re-papered walls. 


True to his missionary background, Rev. Stires 
jumped right in with revival type meetings to 
renew the communicants' interest and to bring 
others into the church. A confirmation class was 
also started. However, even though he was new, 
he was disappointed in the Lenten activities' 
attendance and sincerely hoped for a better 
turn out later in the spring. 


On May 8th, 1913, it was announced that Bishop 
Edward W. Osborne was planning to confirm a 
class of 20. Many were impressed that so large 
a class had been organized and instructed 
by Rev. Stires in just three months. It was a 
high tribute to his efficiency and ability. The 
newspaper mentioned that Bishop Osborne 
would be entertained while here by Dr. and Mrs. 
Stires at the new rectory. 


For the first time in St. John’s history, the rector's 
wife would take a leading role. Later in May, Mrs. 
W. D. Stires, wife of the rector, was set to deliver 
an address before the meeting of the Diocesan 


CHURCH WILL BE DECONSECRATED 
St. John’s Chapel Will Be Made Into A Temporary Guild Hall. 


PEWS BEING REMOVED 


For Present |t Will Be Used As Club House And For Social Events. 


The service of the removal of the 
consecration of St. John’s chapel will take 
place Thursday night at 7:30. The ceremony 
will be public. It is specially urged that all 
communicates be present. 


The vestry of St. John’s recently decided 
to have the consecration removed and 
the old church, which has been used as a 
chapel, made into a temporary guild hall. 
It was necessary to gain the permission of 
the bishop for this act. Bishop Osborne 
was written to in Louisiana, where he is 
spending the winter months for his health. 
He immediately approved the plan. 


The power of removal of the consecration 


of the chapel has been delegated by Bishop 
Osborne to Rev. William D. Stires, rector at 
St. Johns, who will conduct the service. 
WORK ALREADY STARTED 


The work of making the old church into a 
guild hall has already been started by the 
Churchwomen's society. Nothing elaborate 


The Decatur Daily Herald. February 20, 1913. 


is contemplated at this time. It is the idea 
of the vestry some day to build a parish 
house, but for the present the old church 
will be made over for a social gathering 
place and parish club house. 


The pews are being removed and the 
altar and. other ecclesiastical fittings and 
fixtures will be taken away. Benches will 
be built around the walls, which will be 
painted or papered anew. 


Rev. William M. Steel, of Eufaula, Ala., 
was rector when the chapel was built, and 
consecrated by Bishop Whitehouse. The 
building then stood at North and Water 
streets and was consecrated in January, 
1862. More than 30 years it was the center 


of parish life. 


In 1888 two members of the parish 
purchased the present location and 
offered it at cost to the vestry. The offer was 
accepted, and in 1890 the present structure 
was started. In 1891 the old church ground 


was sold and the chapel moved to the 
present location adjoining the present 
structure. 


GOOD ATTENDANCE 


The announcement that the old church 
is to be deconsecrated Thursday night 
was made at the midweek Lenten service 
Wednesday night. The attendance at these 
Lenten services has been gratifying, but 
not so large as the rector desires. He hopes 
to greatly increase the attendance during 
Lent so that the final week, which will be a 
week of prayer for men and boys, will mark 
anew epoch in attendance records. 


There will be a service Friday night at 8 
o'clock, evening prayer and sermon. 


These services are really revival meetings, 
the purpose being to stir anew the interest 
of the communicants and to bring others 
into the church. A confirmation class has 


been started, which will be confirmed by 
the bishop early in April. 


Woman's Auxiliary in Springfield. Each year, 
one woman was selected to represent all the 
women in the Auxiliary and give an inspirational 
address. Mrs. Stires was a perfect choice for 
this honor as she had been Vice President of 
the organization while she and Dr. Stires were 
working in St. Peter, Minnesota. 


The new Men's Missionary Committee began 
to hold meetings in the newly deconsecrated 
guild hall. Their organization's purpose was 
"to stir and stimulate interest in church affairs 
among men of the parish" The committee, 
appointed by Dr. Stires, was served a splendid 
menu by the St. John's Women's Society at their 
first meeting. A special feature was the short 
program given by the Rev. G. C. Dunlop, Rector 
of Christ's Church, Springfield. Tickets for the 
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banquet were seventy-five cents a plate, and 
nearly 40 men attended. The event was open 
to all men in the community, whether St. John's 
members or not, to promote interest for all. 


On May 25th, 1013, it was announced that there 
would be a flower service presented by the St. 
John's Sunday School. The children's service 
would take the place of the regular church 
vespers, beginning at 4 o'clock. The children 
had been rehearsing the flower service for 
over a month, and it promised to be one of the 
most charming services of that kind ever held 
in Decatur. All the children were to bring flowers, 
and at the proper time, they would carry their 
offerings to the altar. Afterward the children's 
flowers would be taken to the sick at St. Mary's 
and Wabash Hospitals. The church's full vested 
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REBUKES SEEKERS OF AMUSEMENT NOW 
Dr. Stires Scores Those Who Forget Church. 


The Rev. Willard D. Stires of St. John’s 
Episcopal church paid his compliments to 
those who have no time to attend the week- 
day services in their church but who have 
time to go to vaudeville shows and take in the 
movies. 


The text of Dr. Stires' Lenten discourse was 
the story of the watching and praying in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, found in Mark 14 
with special emphasis on: “And he cometh 
and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto 
Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? Couldest not 
thouwatch one hour? Watch and pray, less 
ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly is 
ready but the flesh is weak.” 


CHURCHES ALMOST EMPTY. 


‘Is it not dreadful to consider how the 
theaters and places of light amusement 
are filled to capacity during this special 
Watch-and-Pray time, and the churches 


The Daily Review. March 1, 1913. 


are almost empty?” he said. 


“Our Lord has asked us to watch and pray 
with him during this anniversary of his 
temptation and fast in the wilderness. How 
many of us are doing it? 1 have seen the 
crowds thronging the streets going to the 
vaudeville shows and the moving picture 
shows, and it has come to me how bitterly 
the Lord must feel when he is so neglected 
at this time of year. 


“Let us not be of those who sleep through 
the hour. Let us not be of those who desert 
the Lord when he most needs us. Let us not 
be of those who deny him. 


* *Couldst thou not watch one hour?’ He 
asks Peter, and He asks it of each of us, who 
should be in his and her place in God's 
house at these Lenten services. Let us not 
refuse to watch and pray with him at these 


appointed hours. Let us not put frivolity 
and amusement and wordly pleasure 


before Our Lord and Maker.” 


STRONG TALK. 


It was a strong talk, as all these Lenten 
addresses are. Dr. Stires is thoroughly 
interesting to all who attend his servees. 
He is a fluent speaker and a deep thinker. 
He has a real message and he delivers it 
convincingly. 


These mid-week Lenten services are in 
the nature of revival services. Those who 
are not members of St. John's Episcopal 
church are specially urged to attend that 
they may learn what the church teaches 
and preaches. 


The mid-week services through Lent are on 
Wednesdays at 7:30 р. т. and on Fridays 
at 8 р. т. 


boys’ choir assisted, and the rector would make 
an appropriate address for the occasion. A 
large attendance was expected. 


In July of 1914, Rev. Stires left for the East for a 
month's vacation. He visited his father and other 
relatives as he had not been East for five years. 


When he returned in September, he found that 
the Boys' Choir, which had been camping in 
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“In July of 1914, Rev. Stires Left 
For The East For A Month’s 
Vacation.” 


Rev. Willard Daniel Stires, 1913 
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their new cabin in Faries park, was planning 
to return to town for their first fall choir 
practice. Their leader, Professor William Е. 
Snyder, had reorganized the choir and held 
practice in the guild hall. Several new basses 
and tenors had been added. The choir hoped 
to remain one of the best boys’ choirs in the 
state outside of Chicago. 


Rev. Stires resumed his busy schedule as a 
well-known community member of several 
organizations. He often placed articles in the 
newspaper related to city issues, such as 
Central Park's landscaping. 


Throughout his time at St. John's, he was still 
devoted to missions and their power to increase 
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ST. JOHN’S FIRST MISSION MARCH. 
Services Unique in History of Local Episcopal Church By Bloomington Man. 


TO BE EVANGELISTIC 


Rev. William Baker Successful in His Work at Bloomington and Paris. 


The first mission services ever conducted 
in St. John’s Episcopal church are to begin 
Sunday, March 7. The missioner in charge 
will be Rev. William Baker, rector of St. 
Matthew’s church, Bloomington. 


Preparatory to the mission this week will 
be observed as a week for meditations 
and bible study in different homes of the 
parish. Each night, beginning Monday 
and continuing through Friday, there will 
be these meetings. There will be a leader 
for each meeting and a deftnite course 
of reading will be followed. This plan will 
be presented in detail by the rector of St. 
John’s, Rev. W. D. Stires, at the church 
services today. 


WILL BE EVANGELISTIC. 


The mission services, evangelistic in their 
nature, will be held nightly, at 7:30 o'clock, 
beginning Sunday, March 7. They will 
continue at least through the following 
Sunday, March 14, and if interest is 
sufficient to warrant may be continued for 
another week. 


Rev. William Baker arrives from 
Bloomington next Saturday, and will 
remain in Decatur until the mission ends. 
During his absence from the Bloomington 


The Decatur Herald. February 28, 1915. 


parish, the Decatur rector will substitute іп 
his pulpit for the Lenton midweek services 
and the two services Sundays. 


The mission will include evangelistic 
sermons and addresses of instruction and 
enlightenment. Some of the evangelistic 
themes will be: “Enthusiasm in Religion,” 
“Loyalty to the Church,” “A Sense of Sin,” 
and “Joining the Church.” The addresses of 
instruction will include sermons on church 
doctrine, the ministry, discipline, and 
worship and sacraments of the church. 


PROGRESSIVE AS PRIEST. 


Rev. Мк Baker was chosen for the 
mission at St. John’s because he is known 
throughout the diocese as an extremely 
efficient and progressive priest. When he 
left his parish at Paris, Ill., some years ago, 
one of the newspapers there described him 
as a “preacher who could say more in 10 
minutes than most preachers in 10 days.” 


Ч ат going to give Decatur everything 
1 have,” said Mr. Baker in a recent letter 
written to a vestryman who was active 
in gaining his service for the purposed 
mission. “1 shall talk straight out from the 
shoulder, hew to the line, let the chips fall 
where they may. If we get off to a good start 


we shall romp under the wire under wraps. 
Тат а good sprinter, but hate talking to 
ecclesiastical furniture.” 


This quotation gives a good idea of Mr. 
Baker's style. He is blunt and forceful in his 
manner, but is also extremely eloquent, and 
is splendidly endowed and equipped by 
temperament and training for evangelistic 
or mission work. 


NATIVE OF ENGLAND. 


Mr. Baker has been rector of Bloomington 
for several years and has made the church 
felt there. He is a native of England, but has 
lived in America for 27 years... 


A year ago when Mr. Baker thought 
of leaving the Bloomington church, a 
great wave of public protest went up and 
changed his plans. Says the Bloomington 
Bulletin of Mr. Baker at that time: “He is 
a most earnest and forceful speaker and 
his interpretations of Christian truths are 
exceptionally good. His sermons are of 
unusual inspirational value and his life is a 
splendid example of the doctrine which he 
believes and teaches.” 


This is the first mission of the sort ever 
conducted in St. John’s church, and it is 
stirring a vast amount of interest. 


parishioners. He sought out exciting and well- 
known speakers, and the community appeared 
to enjoy his "revivals." 


St. John's sponsored a citywide revival featuring 
missioner Rev. William Baker of Bloomington 
on March 7th = llth, 1915, to "spread the Gospel 
in the city.” Even though the city was under 
quarantine for scarlet fever which made it 
impossible for any children under 16 to attend, 
d successful mission was held. The meeting 
was also held during a hotly contested city 


166 


FLOURISHING AFTER THE GREAT WAR 1913-1934 
I———————————— =тк=н € 


election. Regardless, large crowds attended 
all the mission services, filling the church. The 
newspoper called the closing service of the 
three-day mission "the most impressive ever 
held by any church in Decatur." 


With Rev.Stires being sorespected in community 
affairs and the popularity of the boys' choir, the 
drama that occurred with the choir during the 
summer of 1915 was of keen interest to all. 


Trying to quell many different rumors and 
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St. John’s Choir Cabin Floor Plan, 1914 


explanations, Rev. Stires finally sent a letter to the 
paper explaining in detail what had happened. 
Ownership of the boys’ choir cabin on Faries’ 
land had been questioned. Rev. Stires wished 
to set the facts straight. He related that 

in the 1913-14 season, the choir had 

held several concerts, and the 
offering collected was kept for 
the church choir fund. After 
the concerts, it was always 
announced that the offering 
would provide a summer 
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“When The Camping Season 
Drew Near In 1914, A St. John's 
Parishioner Recommended 


а cabin was carried out. The fund was short at 
this time so many people made donations of 
labor and money. 


The Episcopal Church's directives gave the 
rector complete control of all choir affairs 
whether the choir was singing in his church or 
a distant city. The choirmaster had signed a 
contract that said any choir property is in his 
charge only in the conventional sense and 
not in the personal sense. Rev. Stires could not 
conceive why the question of ownership of St. 
John's cabin should be raised. 


Another issue had added to the confusion. 
Since the cabin had been in use, it was the 
choir's rule that no boy could participate unless 
he were an active member of the ensemble. 
Several boys lost all privileges during the past 
year by dropping out of the choir, although their 
parents might have given money or labor. 


Rev. Stires pointed out that in the 1914-1915 
season, the only payment promised the boys 
was their summer outing at the cabin. Finally, 
he stated there was no connection between the 
St. John's Choristers and the Decatur Municipal 
Choristers at First Methodist Church. 


Two days later, after the article had been 
published, Rev. Stires was still holding claim 
to the cabin, but Professor Snyder had taken 
up residence. A messy situation occurred with 
vestrymen physically changing the locks. 
Then Professor William E. Snyder sent 

his letter to the paper and stated 
that he had spent two years 
building up St. John's Choristers. 
The group was composed of 
boys from all churches and no 
churches, most of whom were 

not Episcopalians. He believed 


outing for the boys. The | that contributions to his fund 
Choirmaster, Professor Snyder, That A Cabin ae Be the St. John’s Choristers, not to 
held the funds known as the St. Advantageous. St. John's church, had paid for the 


John's Choir Boys' Camping Fund. 


When the camping season drew near 

in 1914, а St. John's parishioner recommended 
that a cabin would be advantageous. The 
rector was present at the meeting and gave his 
consent. A vote was taken, and the plan to build 


cabin, so he should be in charge. 

He understood that legal action 

would be taken by St. John's church, but 

he wanted to let the community know that the 

vestry had contributed nothing and so he felt 
the cabin was his. 
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Decatur Fire Map, 1915 


The quarrel was soon settled and St. John’s ЕС" 
retained ownership of the cabin. Professor | 
Snyder resigned immediately and began 
working with another boys’ choir at First 
Methodist Church named the Municipal 
Choristers. 


Later in October 1915, Father Stires announced 
to the congregation during Sunday services 
that he planned to resign his rectorship of St. 
John's. Stires stated at the service that “owing 
to conditions which prevail in the parish, | think it 
wise to seek another charge. I hope to complete 
such arrangements sometime within the next 
60 days." 


Rev. Stires left St. John's on January 5th, 1916, to 
take charge of three churches in Nelsonville, 
Athens, and Logan, Ohio. He was called to several 
churches after announcing his resignation. 
However, the Ohio churches had provided the 
enticement of a new automobile to perform his 
duties and a greater salary than St. John's. 


Rev. Stires and his family moved to Ohio, where 
they would live until he died in 1934, while he 
was rector of St. Stephen's Episcopal Church 
in Cleveland. Mrs. Evelyn Stires had remained 
active in many civic organizations, and their son 
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Postcard With Greying Exterior, Circa 1915 
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Rev. Charles R. Stires had become an Episcopal 
priest in New York. Sadly, only two years after 
the family left Decatur, their daughter, Margaret, 
who would have been in the Decatur High class 
of 1918 died of tuberculosis. 


With the resignations of both the rector and 
the Boys’ Choir director, St. John’s had two 
immediate vacancies at hand. Finding the new 
choir director was handled fairly quickly. At the 
January meeting, a contract was completed 
between the vestry and Mr. Arthur Van Cleve. He 
assumed his duties of choirmaster, organist, and 
St. John’s Boy Choristers director immediately. 
He was known as a capable church musician 
who was expected to accomplish excellent 
results with his first task being to completely 
reorganize the boys’ choir. 


No stranger to St. John’s, Mr. Van Cleve 
had been the tenor soloist when 
Edward Meek was choirmaster. He 
was widely known throughout 
Central Illinois as а brilliant 
singer and splendid musician. 
He was а well-educated 
attorney who had studied at 
the University of Illinois. He had 
worked for several churches, 
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“With The Resignations Of 
Both The Rector And The Boys’ 
Choir Director, St. John's Had 
Two Immediate Vacancies 


Unfortunately, Mr. Van Cleve would only stay a 
year and a half. He went to Chicago in June 1917, 
where he signed up to go overseas with a field 
artillery battalion during World War I. He would 
return to Chicago after the war and continue to 
practice law. He died in 1950. 


After the departure of Rev. Stires, supply priests 
would be used in St. John's through April. In 
January of 1916, a search committee was 
formed to begin searching for a new rector. An 
article appeared in the Herald and Review that 
publicly hoped that Rev. George Hoster would 
return to St. John's. Rev. Hoster was currently 
rector of Emmanuel Church in Champaign, 
Illinois. Despite the public appeal and personal 
arm-twisting, the homecoming was not meant 
to be, and Rev. Hoster stayed in Champaign. 


Members of St John’s seemed 
undaunted as they completed 
several projects. The Choir Guild 
completed an interesting 
and memorable activity. The 
group gathered recipes from 
Decatur families and famous 
women, such as Mrs. Theodore 
Roosevelt. They then prepared 

a unique cookbook entitled, The 


including the First Methodist At Hand.” Little Brown Book of Recipes. It 

Church for the previous two years, was a handsome brown booklet 

where he had charge of the choir finished with a red cord and ready for 

and the music. sale in December of 1915 as a Christmas 
gift. 


St. John’s was well pleased to welcome Mr. Van 
Cleve with all his talents. It was believed that 
he could keep the St. John’s Choristers up to its 
rigorous standards. He was contracted to have 
complete charge of the church music and of 
the reorganization of the group. 


When the announcement was made to the 
community that Mr. Van Cleve had been hired 
and a reorganization was planned for the boys’ 
choir, an additional attraction was added. It 
was stated that the boys would be able to use 
the Faries park cabin several times a year along 
with summer camp there. It was no surprise 
that twenty-one boys showed up at the first 
rehearsal. 


A much larger and more involved project 
for St. John's congregation was the creation 
of a daycare facility. It had come to several 
community members’ attention that a safe 
place was needed to care for children whose 
mothers went to work during World War | when 
many of the city’s men were away at war. 
Making a plan of action to develop the St. John’s 
Day Nursery took much organizing from many 
people and several agencies. A core group of 21 
managers was selected who had many types 
of social service qualifications. 


Miss Jennie Bishop was appointed matron of 
the Day Nursery and took charge on January 
8th, 1917. She was well-qualified as she had 


FLOURISHING AFTER THE GREAT WAR 1913-1934 169 
ЕЗ __—_—_=_ [ ө ӨЄ Ө эө A == а ЖЕТЕ Т ІТ ---....:------------------:00Ҙ5Ж9Ррр2.220: 


PROMINENT WOMEN SEND RECIPES FOR COOK BOOK 
Women of St. John’s Choir Guild Compile Interesting Volume to Sell. 


Think of eating good things made after 
the recipes of the foremost women of the 
country: Wouldn't fruit cookies made 
by Gene Stratton Porter be better than 
ordinary cookies, and soup taste far more 
delicious if one knew that it was made after 
Queen Victoria’s favorite recipe? 


The women of the choir guild of the St. 
John’s Episcopal church thought so and 
they have compiled a unique little recipe 
book in which there are recipes which 
have been sent to them from Gene Stratton 
Porter, Jean Webster of “Daddy Long 
Legs” fame, Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, Mrs. 
William Taft, Miss Jane Addams, Mrs. 


Robert Lans ing, Mrs. Edward Dunne, Mrs. 
Payne Whitney, Mrs. James Wadsworth, 
the wife of the New York senator, Mrs. 
Medill McCormick and a number of other 
prominent women. 


MANY WRITE NOTES. 


Most of these women wrote little notes 
along with their recipes wishing the 
compilers success, adding amusing post 
scripts such as Mrs. Porter, who wrote at 
the end of her recipe, “Gee but it’s good.” In 
true Michael O'Halloran language. 


The book contains a number of recipes 
from different noted women in the country 


as well as from those of Decatur. There is 
also a recipe for Lobster a la Newburg 
which was the original recipe of the 
Frenchman who concocted it, and a recipe 
for cake which was served at a luncheon to 
20 guests, 18 of whom called the next day 
for the recipe. These little touches make 
the book a unique affair and it is being 
published with an effective brown back 
and red cord which makes it an acceptable 


holiday gift. 
Mrs. Jane Hay and Miss Edith Durfee 


compose the committee in charge of the 
book and they expect to get it from the 
publishers in another week. 


The Decatur Herald. December 5, 1915. 


Note From The Authors: 


А complete reproduction of this cook book can бе found at the end of this chapter. 


been a practical nurse and taught one of the 
first city kindergartens. She also was willing to 
take a cut in pay to help the children and make 
the venture a success. 


Children of working mothers of all 
denominations were invited and twelve 
children between one and four years were 
soon accepted. Many plans were in store for 
the children, but on the first day, "They will be 
washed, and dressed in pinafores or overalls 
and given their breakfasts, then at noon will 
be fed a good dinner and a little luncheon 
late in the afternoon." The nursery consistently 
averaged about 9 to 12 children a day. 


St John's wanted to make sure that the 
operation was absolutely non-sectarian and 
that the association was officered by women of 
all churches or no church affiliation. 


It was a grand venture, and many decisions 
needed solutions. St. John's donated the use 
of the guild hall, lights, and heat. The parish 
also agreed that no church business would be 
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conducted in the guild hall during the day, but 
only in the evenings. 


Expenses were paid through donations, although 
families were encouraged to pay something if 
they could. Used clothing was given, repaired, and 
laundered by volunteers. The clothing was then 
used for the children or given to others. Excellent 
and needed social services for the children and 
their families were supplied regularly. 


Eventually, other positive programs were 
begun. One example was a cooking school in 
two homes in which nineteen children took part. 


It was an exciting time for all interested parties 
of the Day Nursery. The officers truly believed 
that they were at the beginning of a movement 
that would be far-reaching and of a great 
benefit to the community. 


The Day Nursery's success was beyond all 
expectations and proved that this type of 
community child care was much needed for 
a variety of reasons. Very soon, the number of 


students far exceeded the space in the guild 
hall, the teachers, and the available resources. 
In 1918, the Decatur Day Nursery Association was 
formed to give the service a corporate 
identity separate from the church 

and protection from the state 
of Illinois. The organization 
was truly a partnership of the 
parents, other churches, and 
many interested parties in the 
Decatur community. In 1920, 
the Day Nursery moved into 
an eight-room house a block 
away at 259 W. Eldorado Street 
that provided more space and 
outside quarters for play. 


This facility continued to grow and expand 

and celebrated 100 years of community service 
in 2018. In 2020, it was still open and called 
the Decatur Day Care Center. It had a shiny 


“In May Of 1916, Rev. Henri 
Bigelow Beach LeFerre of 
Baltimore, Maryland, Came 
To St. John's As Minister- 
In-Charge.” 


new building and a maximum capacity of 169 
children. It cared for children from six weeks to 
twelve years and provided opportunities for the 
members to mix with older adults, who 

were also in daycare. 


Other issues were resolved as the 
parish became more interested 
in its corner of Eldorado and 
Church Streets. St. John's 
was becoming involved with 
real estate transactions as 
it acquired houses and lots 
around the church proper. The 
rectory on North Street was sold. 


In May of 1916, Rev. Henri Bigelow 

Beach LeFerre of Baltimore, Maryland, 

came to St. John's as minister-in-charge. 
He could only stay until July, but his support 
was appreciated. He was born in Boston, 
Massachusetts, in 1873, and graduated from 
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Nashotah House Seminary іп Nashotah, 
Wisconsin. Rev. LeFerre had been the curate of 
St. Mary the Virgin Church in New York City and 
rector of St. Mark’s Church in Augusta, Maine. He 
had most recently assisted at St. Luke’s Church 
in Baltimore, Maryland. 


(C 


"October 1916 Brought A New 
Rector Who Would Bring A 
Sense Of Much-Needed 
Stability." 


Rev. LeFerre was unable to hold a full-time 
pastorate, as he had long term disabilities 
stemming from rheumatoid fever. He held his 
first service in Decatur on May 14th, 1916. This 
mass was the first regular service that had 
been conducted since Rev. Stires left St. John’s 
in December of 1915. 


Rev. David Beatty, Circa 1920s 
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Transaction From Bacon House Purchase, 1916 


Too soon, Rev. LeFerre left St. John's in July of 
1916 to take care of his previous commitment 
to St. Marks Church in Jersey City, New 
Jersey. Later, he would become the chaplain 
of St. Mary’s Chapel at the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company’s Sanatorium at Mount 
McGregor. Located in Wilton, New York, this 
facility was the first attempt of a corporation 
to care for its sick employees. He worked there 
until his death in 1923. 


In late 1916, there was another significant facility 
development for St. John's. For twenty-five years, 
St John's property adjoined the Bacon Home 
next door and was separated by only ten feet or 
so on Eldorado Street. The home, built by George 
and Eugenie Bacon at 130 West Eldorado, was 
constructed in 1882, ten years before St. John's 
stone church had been completed. The brick 
house had a generous fifty feet of frontage on 
Eldorado Street. St. John's had been interested 
in the house for years. St. John's intention was 
that if the house could ever be acquired, it 
would be used as a rectory. When George 
Bacon died in 191, Eugenie Bacon decided to 
build a new home on Oakdale Avenue, leaving 
the property available for purchase. St. John's 
traded some vacant property it owned and 
paid additional cash to the Bacon family to 
satisfy the property's cost. The final purchase 
cost was never released publicly. 


October 1916 brought a new rector who would 
bring a sense of much-needed stability. Rev. 
David Clark Beatty arrived in Decatur, October 
18th, 1916, and immediately began to work with 


VALUABLE PROPERTY PURCHASED BY CHURCH. 
St. John's Buys Home Of Mrs. Eugenie M. Bacon For Use As A Rectory. 


Purchase of the beautiful home of Mrs. 
Eugenie Bacon, 130 West Eldorado street, for 
use аз a rectory, was announced by officials 
of St. John's Episcopal church Wednesday, 
the present rectory having been disposed of 
to James T. Duncan, who owns the property 
in 252 West North street, adjoining the 
rectory on the west. 


VALUABLE PROPERTY. 


The church officials feel gratified in being 
able to trade for the home of Mrs. Bacon, as 
it is property next to the church. The house 


is located on a lot 120 feet deep, with a 50- 
foot frontage on Eldorado street. The home, 
as taken in the deal, will be screened and 
curtained just as it is now. It is a brick house, 
has city heat, is thoroughly modern, has nine 
rooms, metal weather strips, hard and soft 
water, and a vacuum cleaner. 


Mr. Duncan wanted the old rectory, because 
he owned a partnership driveway and 
wanted to control the sale of it. This house 
has eight rooms, is modern and is heated by 
a hot air furnance. He traded for it a lot in 


the 600 block West Decatur street and paid 
acash consideration. 


BUILDING NEW HOME. 


The church officials traded the vacant lot 
and paid the balance in cash to Mrs. Bacon 
for her home. The amount of money paid 
would not be disclosed. Possession will be 
taken as soon as Stouffer Bros. complete 
the new home they have the contract for 
building for Mrs. Bacon on the east side of 
Oakdale avenue. 


the parish. In an introductory article from the 
Herald and Review, Rev. Beatty was described 
as “а strong man in every way, а brilliant 
speaker, a resourceful and tactful leader, and 
a hard worker." 


Rev. Beatty was born on October 5th, 1865, in 
Brooklyn, New York. He started his professional 
career as a practicing lawyer in New Jersey. 
By 1916, Rev. Beatty had been in the ministry for 
about ten years. He had completed mission 
work in Oklahoma and North Dakota for six 
years and had been in Chicago as an assistant 
at St. James Church. The church, one of the 
wealthiest in Chicago, had decided to dispense 
with the Assistant Rector position and so his job 
had been cut. Residents of Chicago, Rev. Beatty, 
was married to the former Emmeline Owen, and 
they had one son, Vernon. 


As Mrs. Beatty had a professional career 
with Carson, Pirie, Scott & Company, she was 
unable to come immediately to Decatur with 
her husband. Mrs. Beatty was an instructor in 
efficiency for several well-known retail stores. 
She also had a great interest in social work 
and had spoken before the Farmers' Institute 
on "The Rights of Children." When she did join 
Rev. Beatty, she became quite involved in 
community affairs. During the war, 
Mrs. Beatty served as president of 
the women's committee of the 
Decatur National Defense unit 

and an organizer for the Illinois 
Tuberculosis association. 


с 


Helen Protheroe Axtell, Undated 


was the concert Monday night by the special 
Easter choir, supporting Helen Protheroe Axtell, 
the Chicago soprano.” 


Mrs. Axtell was the daughter of Daniel Protheroe, 
a Welch choral director and composer, and 
the wife of Joseph E. Axtell, formerly of Decatur. 
The church service itself was brief, but 
the music lasted nearly two hours 
and was highly acclaimed by the 
enthusiastic audience. Mrs. Axtell 

was thrilled with the reception 

in Decatur and promised to 


“During 1917, Several return. 
During 1917, several DM . 
organizations began talking Organizations Began Talking World War |, known as the Great 
about the bad condition of About The Bad Condition War, affected everyone in the 
the pipe organ. It was decided Of The Pipe Organ." U. S. and St. John's Parish was 


that they needed to purchase 

an automatic organ blower. The 
women's groups decided to provide 
financial assistance. 


St. John's was becoming more and more noted 
for excellent music. A sacred concert was 
presented on April 9th, 1917. The newspaper 
reported, "One of the most pleasing sacred 
concerts ever given in St. John's Episcopal 
Church, which is famous for its good music, 
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no different. Rev. Beatty spoke 

regularly about war concerns with 

sermons such as “World Safety is the 

Issue of Allies.” He presented ‘Still Picture 

Talks, in which he explained picture details 
shown from a large screen to the audience. 
The pictures were often about contemporary 
concerns such as the presentation in September 
1917 called, “The Turk and the Jew." He also 
promoted buying Liberty Bonds so the United 
States could gather donations to safeguard 


MONDAY IN EASTER WEEK 
8:00 Р.М. 


CHORAL SERVICE 


Sacred Concert by the 5ресілі. Easter CHOIR with 
Mrs. HELEN PROTHEROE AXTELL as Soloist 


Organ Prelude, ‘‘Offertory in G” Wely 
Processional Hymn, No. 112: “Jesus Christisris’n today” Worgan 


PRAYERS 
Anthem, "Christ Our Passover” Chapple 
THE EASTER Сноіа 
Lesson, S. MATTHEW 28 
Solo, “Нозаппа” 4 5 5 Grainer 
Mrs. AxrELL 
Te Deum а . . . Holden 
Ў THE EASTER CHOIR 
Solo, "Easter Eve” $ 2 f Gounod 
Mrs. AXTELL 
Anthem, "Break Forth Into Joy” . Simper 
THE EASTER CHOIR 
Sulos, (a) “Соте Unto Ме”; (b) "What is there hid 
in the heart of a rose?” (c) "When morning 
purples all the sky” . А 2 . Protheroe 
- Mrs. AXTELL 
Anthem, “Christ is Risen” Evans 
L.-S’ DOUBLE QvaxTETIE 
Solo, "My Heart Ever Faithful” Bach 
Миз. AXTELL 
Easter Carol, “О Joyous Bells” я Loud 
Tue Easter CHOIR 
Solos, (a) “With Verdure Clad” from “Тһе Creation” Haydn 
(b. DESI thet. My Redeemer А from 
e Messi Bae: Handel 
Anthem, “Christ is Risen” Goate 
Тнк EASTER Com 
PRAYERS—BENEDICTION 
Recessional Hymn, No, 368: "Alleluia! Sing to Jesus"  E//iott 
Organ Postlude, “March of Priests” Mendelssohn 


A generous silver collection is requested to defray th: 
та generous q y the expenses of the 
This being a sacred service applause is inappropriate. 


| 
| 


You Are Cordially Invited 


to the 


Great Easter Festival 


at Saint John’s Episcopal Church, Decatur 
The Rev. David Clark Beatty, Rector 


EASTER DAY, April 8th 
10:45 A. M.—7:30 P. M. 
and 


MONDAY IN EASTER WEEK, April 9th 
7:30 Р.М. 


SPECIAL EASTER CHOIR 


Helen Protheroe Axtell, of Chicago, Soprano Soloist 
f. S. M. Lutz, Choir "Master 
i. J. M. Dickey, Organist 


The Choir 


Soprano: 

Mrs. C. W. Armstrong, Mrs. G. F. Brisendine, Miss Lucille H. Bain, Mrs. J. 
S. Harp, Miss Mildred E. Hodgins, Mrs. Mary M. Heilman, Miss Lucy A. 
Hoover, Miss Martha C. Holbrook, Miss Isabella Lynam, Miss Georgia Mathes, 
Miss Catherine I. Mitchell, Miss Dorothy Shade, Miss Mary Weingardner. 


ALTO: 
Miss Florence Adams, Mrs. E. F. Jones, 
Geraldine McGavic. 


Miss Valerian McDonald, Miss 


TENOR: 
Messrs. E. B. Hitchcock, Frank J. Hodgins, S. S. Mountz, J. E. Osborne, 
E. K. Shaw, Paul Sollis, John Wheal. 


Bass: 
Messrs. С. С. Auer, С. Е, Brisendine, Irving Cressler, 5. 5. Hopkins, J. W. 
Keeler, Kenneth С. Keck, John S. Parrish, С. A. Swarm, George Williams. 


Server—John Wheal 
Crucirer—Hugh C. Housum 
FLAG BzARER—Seth Stoner 


Cover Of Easter Services And Choral Concert Program. April 7th and 8th, 1917 


EASTER DAY 
№ 


MORNING PRAYER AND HOLY COMMUNION 


10:45 A. M. 
Organ Prelude, ‘‘March Sollenelle" A л Gounod 
Processional Hymn, No. 112: "Jesus Christisris'n today" Worgan 
Anthem, "Christ Our Passover”  . NOS Chapple 
(Prayer Book, Page 125) 
Psalms: 2, 57, 111 (responsively) 
(Prayer Book, Pages 329, 304, 406). 

_ Gloria Patri, Chant from Jubilate Holden 
Te Deum Holden 
Jubilate Deo 2 . . . . р . . Holden 
Introit Hymn, No. 225: ‘Bread of the World” Hodges 
The Holy Communion Stainer 

Kyrie Eleison 

Gloria Tibi 
Anthem, “Break Forth Into Joy” Simper 
Hymn, No. 115: “Тһе Day of Resurrection" — . $ Martin 
Sermon 
Gloria Patri Chapple 
Offertory Anthem, "Christ is Risen” Goate 

Sursum Corda 

Ter Sanctus 

Communion Hymn: Agnus Dei 

Gloria in Excelsis 
Recessional Hymn, No. 368: "Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” Elliott 
Organ Postlude, " Triumphal March” EAE 5 . Costa 


a ee 


У EASTER DAY 
ж 


EVENING PRAYER 


7:30 Р.М. 

Organ Prelude, “Processional March" Batiste 
Processional Hymn, No. 112: “Jesus Christ is ris’n today Worgan 
Psalms: 113, 114, 118 (responsively) 

(Prayer Book, Pages 467, 473) 
Gloria Patri, Chant from Jubilate . . . Holden 
Bonum est, Chant 96 Bennett 
Benedic, anima, Chant 134 Hayes 
Versicles 
Anthem, “O Joyous Bells” . у м ў ^ y Loud 
Hymn, No. 116: "Angels, roll the rock away” Ha Roper 
Sermon т 
Gloria Patri . . . . D . . Holden 
Offertory Anthem, "Christ is Risen” А Evans 
Vesper Hymn, No. 13: “Softly now the light of day” Weber 
Recessional Hymn, No. 368: "Alleluia! Sing to Jesus" Elliott 
Organ Postlude, “Стапа March" Ratt 


ж 


For the CHORAL SERVICE 
Monday in Easter Week 
April 9th, 7:30 P. M. 


—see following page 


Inside Of Easter Services And Choral Concert Program. April 7th and 8th, 1917 


Florence Anne Hinton, 1918 


the mental and physical health of United States 
troops overseas. 


Rev. Beatty referred to the Episcopal Church 
as distinctively “the American church.” He 
requested a flag that could be carried 

in the Sunday processional and 
recessional. In support of the 
war efforts, Admiral and Mrs. 
Moore presented St. John’s 
an American flag after Rev. 
Beatty's request, which was 
used for several years and 
even stood in the chancel for 

a time. 


St. John's was soon shocked to 

learn that one of its own was lost in 

the Great War. Florence Hinton, a nurse 

by profession and a long-time member of St. 
John's, died in a war zone hospital on January 
22nd, 1918. She had contracted cerebrospinal 
meningitis and passed very quickly. Miss Hinton 
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qfilt ls God's Will That 1 
Shall Die, It 1$ All Right 
With Me.” 


CLOSED TODAY 


Candy and cigar stores. 

All factories except those work- 
іпш under Government contracts 
and cereal mills. 2 

АП dry goods and retail and 
wholesale mercantile houses. 

All business offices except phy- 
sicians and dentists. 

REMAIN OPEN. 

Food stores, until noon. 

Theaters, but must close on 
Tuesday. 

BiHiard halls open for playinz 
of game only and must be so iden- 
tified by card in window. 

Banks open until noon. 

Library. 

Y. M, and Y. W. C. A. but must 
close Tuesday. 

Public utilities offices. 

Other rezulations to be observ- 
ed are: 

Wheatless day. 

One meatless meal. 

Lightless night. 


Decatur, Illinois War Actions, 1918 


was the first Decatur woman to die during the 
war. Before leaving Decatur, she had told her 
family, "Thousands of boys are dying over there 
for want of care, and I feel it is my duty to go. If it 
is God's will that | shall die, it is all right with 
me-" Miss Hinton was stationed with 
the 12th Unit, working in a hospital 

near Flanders, France. 


She had been an active worker 

at St. John's in both the Altar 
Society and the choir. Since 

she was born in England and 

had come to this country 

as a small child, she felt that 

it was her responsibility to 
offer her services to her native 
country. Florence  Hinton's star 
was the fourteenth to be added to a 

St. John's service flag for the First World War. 
Unfortunately, no other information exists about 
this particular service flag. Funeral services for 
Miss Hinton were held on February 10th, 1918. It 


was primarily a song service, and all families 
who had relatives involved in the war service 
were specially invited to attend. She was later 
buried in Greenwood Cemetery. 


Even with the war, a renewed energy and 
feeling of well-being existed in the church. 
During his year’s tenure, Father D. C. Beatty's 
work had given St. John's a general feeling of 
increased interest. The vestry reported to the 
local newspaper, "The church at the present 
time is in the most prosperous and promising 
condition it has ever been, and this is attributed 
to the efforts of the rector, who has been here 
just a year.” 


In June of 1918, Father D. C. Beatty received 
word that he had been selected as a Y.M.C.A. 
war worker in France. Several community 
clubs gave him farewell luncheons, and he 
left soon after to work with the Armenian- 
Persian Relief Committee. His journey began 
in France, but by October, he had been sent to 
Russia. He saw service on the front against the 
Bolshevik forces, lived in military camps, and 
experienced the rigors of the country along 
with the fighting men. 


At that time, Priestcin- Charge, Archdeacon 
John Chanler White, was selected to service 
both Lincoln and Decatur. The parishioners 
busiedthemselves with plans fortheirreturning 
rector, as well as returning servicemen. 
They enlisted experts, including two 
speakers from Chicago who 
spoke to the Brotherhood of 
St Andrew and helped to 
formulate a welcoming plan 

for servicemen to blend back 

into the community and the 
church. This wartime spirit of 
support was catalytic. The 
efforts additionally renewed 

the men's organization. The 
men's club made definite plans 
based on what experts felt was 
the best course to take care of the 
veterans and their families. When the war 
ended on November llth, 1918, St. John's parish 
was ready. 


(( 


“This Wartime Spirit Of 
Support Was Catalytic.” 


Bishop John Chanler White, Circa 1930s 


As an example of increased interest by 
individual parishioners, Bishop Sherwood noted 
something special in his December 1918 log. He 
had been very impressed with one symbolic 
event while celebrating the Holy Eucharist 

in Decatur. He related that: 


The (Bishop’s Purse of $16.21) 
included a small can filled with 
small coins amounting to 
$4.40, the gift of Mr. Herbert B. 
Gahagan, whom | confirmed 
in August on his sickbed. He 
remembered his Bishop every 
day, and his visiting friends 
were asked to put а small 
offering in the can, which he kept 
for that purpose by his bed. | had 
time after service to visit with him for a 
few moments, thank him for his kind thoughts 
of me, and give him my blessing. 


Just twenty-seven years after the building of 
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the new church, a major redecorating project 
was initiated. The women of the congregation 
solicited and obtained over а thousand 
dollars for the much-needed work. The interior 
of the church was redecorated, thoroughly 
cleaned, and repaired. The roof, guttering, and 
downspouts were repaired and painted, the 
outside window frames were painted, 

and broken glass was renewed. 

The remaining members of the 
old Sanctuary Chapter laid a 
beautiful white tile floor in the 
church with white marble 
steps leading up to the 
chancel, added a marble step 
the full length of the Altar rail, 
and changed the rail itself. 
The Altar rail, which had always 
been curved, was made straight. 
The carpet was removed. 


The women of the parish had other 

long-term concerns besides the renovations 
and daycare facility. In April of 1919, they also 
prepared boxes of clothing and material 
supplies that were sent to the Orphanage of the 
Holy Child in Springfield. The orphanage always 
needed supplies such as flour, rice, potatoes, 


ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL. 

The organ recitals at St. John's 
church to precede. and follow evening 
prayer or vespers is the first of a 
series of recitals of a similar nature 
which will take place.every Sunday 
afternoon at the church. Each re- 
cital will commence at 4 p. m., pre- 
ceding the order for ‘evening prayer. 
following which the recital will be 
continued. The entire recital and 
service will be one hour in length. 

The recital for Sunday afternoon, 
Oct. 5, will include the following se- 
lections: 

Processional. 

Prelude т С, (B. Tours). 

Intermezzo, (G. Bizet). 

Offertoire, (E. Batiste). 

Recesslonnl. 

Adoration, (Atherton). 

Virgin's Prayer, (Massenet). 


The Decatur Herald. October 5, 1919. 
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*Dramatic And Musical Events 
Were Important During 
Father Beatty's Tenure." 


cereals, soap, and sugar. A "Donation Day" was 
planned to further their efforts to collect these 
items. 


Finally, the renovations were finished, and Father 
Beatty's volunteer service was completed. He 
returned to St. John's after spending fifteen 
months in Archangel, Russia, working 
as Y.M.C.A. secretary with the North 
Russian Expedition forces. He 
returned to the United States in 
August 1919, coming home with 
some of the last American 
soldiers to leave Archangel, 
making the trip across the 
Arctic ocean. He brought back 
interesting souvenirs, pictures 
of his travels, and a heightened 
awareness of the Russian 
situation. In celebration of his 
return and the renovation project, the 
September 28th, 1919 service included his 
son, Mr. Vernon Beatty, who had distinguished 
himself in the Ambulance Service in France. 
Speaking at the celebration was Archdeacon 
White. 


Changes were on the horizon. On Palm Sunday, 
1920, the vestry consisting of Rectors Warden, 
E. P. Bishop; Parish Warden, C. A. Gille; Clerk -- 
Lewis W. Shade; J. K. Stafford; W. F. Dougherty; C. 
C. LeForgee; and G. L. Williams, sent a letter to all 
parishioners. It outlined plans for the guild hall 
after the Day Nursery moved to more adequate 
quarters. Proposed new uses for the parish hall 
included dancing under the "proper auspices"; 
moving pictures and stereopticon talks of a 
religious, entertaining, and instructive nature; 
meeting space for St. John's Men's Club, Young 
People's Club, the Churchwomen's Guild or for 
rehearsals of dramatic and church pageants; 
or as a place for Sunday school classes. Other 
ideas on their wish list for the entire church 
included a Deaconess or Wornan Parish Worker, 
d paid secretary for the rector, repair and 
conservation of the stained-glass windows, 
the organization of a boys' choir to supplement 
the regular choir, and attention to the lot in 
Greenwood Cemetery. 


Dramatic and musical events were important 


Elizabeth Parke Firestone, June 25, 1921 


during Father Beatty's tenure. Under the direction 
of Mrs. С. A. Gille, St. John's presented her “Holy 
Pageant.” Already known in Decatur for her talent 
with stage plays, Mrs. Gille reworked an early 
English mystery play into a Christianity pageant. 
The religious show that consisted of 
dramatic interpretation and music, 
attracted an audience so broad 

that it was repeated so more 

could view it. 


Contemporaries reflected 
that she had the assistance 

of exceptional talent in both 

the dramatic and musical arts. 
Persons who took part in the 
symbolic dramatization included 
Charles Gearish, Clarence Smith, Jr, 
John Wheal, Merton Wheal, Paul Sollis, 

Carl Hanson, Henry Heil, and Ira Busher. 
The beautiful pageantry and gifted actors 
caught the attention of the audience early on. 
It was noted that “the pageantry began with 
the appearance of the Herald Angel, a part in 
which Miss Elizabeth Parke was perfectly cast.” 


(( 


“А Society Wedding Of 
Elizabeth Parke And Harvey 
Firestone, ]r. Was Held In St. 

John’s On June 25th, 1921.” 


Mrs. William Barnes, Jr. was Mother Church and 
presided over the remainder of the pageant. 
Several of Mrs. Barnes’ scenes were noted for 
their beauty and effectiveness. Perhaps the 
most dramatic actor was long-time vestryman, 
Lewis W. Shade, who entered in a robe of white 
adorned by a red cross with shining helmet 
and sword, representing an ancient crusader. 
Even Father Beatty had a part as the Shepherd 
Priest. The presentation was а remarkable 
accomplishment as the church was filled. 
Nearly 100 others crowded into the church and 
stood at the back to witness the drama. 


St. John's had many good ideas for gathering 
members for groups in the parish community 
during the 1920s. The former Sanctuary 
Chapter became the Altar Guild. St. Martha's 
Guild was revitalized. Mrs. W. C. Pluck, Jr. was 
the first president of the group that consisted 
of younger married women who were not 
connected with the Churchwomen’s Guild. The 
Crucifer's Chapter, a forerunner of the Order of 
St. Vincent for Acolytes, was also established. 
It was developed for the employment and 
instruction of crucifers and servers. The younger 
communicants were encouraged to join the 
Sanctuary Chapter, which had to do with the 
baptism of children. Miss Edith Durfee was the 
director of these organizations. 


In 1921, the new men's club consisting 
of over 30 members was formed to 
replace the former Brotherhood 
of St. Andrew. They again voted 
formally to allow women to 
come to their meetings and 
to permit smoking by the 
men. Men of the city delivered 
addresses on several subjects. 
Their first series of meetings 
dealt with ‘The Relationship 
of Employer to Employee, “The 
Panama Canal,” and “The Decatur 
бат.” Апа finally, to encourage 
attendance and participation of more 
communicants, they suggested the annual 
parish meetings be held following the Sunday 
mass. 


A society wedding of Elizabeth Parke and Harvey 
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The Ford Family Fairlane Train Car, Circa 1930s 


Firestone, Jr. was held in St. John’s on June 25th, 
1921. The newspaper called it “the most brilliant 
and beautiful wedding held in Decatur.” The 
daughter of Guy and Gertrude Chambers Parke, 
Elizabeth, met Harvey Firestone Jr, the son of the 
founder of Firestone Tire & Rubber Company, 
at a party in Washington, D. C. The bride had 
been educated both in England and in this 
country. She attended Leeds’ school in England, 
Rosemary Hall, Greenwich, Connecticut, and 
Miss Wheeler's school, Providence, Rhode 
Island. Mr. Firestone was a Princeton 
alumnus and connected with 

the Firestone Tire and Rubber 
Company, of which his father 

was president. 


(C 


Immediately after the church service, dinner 
was served for 225 guests atthe Country Club of 
Decatur. Then the newlyweds quickly departed 
for a honeymoon in Canada. Shortly after their 
return to Akron, Ohio, they were the guests of 
President and Mrs. Warren Harding. 


Several hundred men, women and children 
had gathered at the Wabash Train Station on 
Decatur's east side to see the important guests 
when they arrived. They wanted to witness 
the Wabash train No. 9 with the 
specially built Ford train car, named 

the "Fairlane" roll into the station. 

The Pullman Company created 

the train car in 1920 to privately 


“Between 1921 And 1942, transport Henry and Clara Ford 
The church was filled with The Forde And The Famil and their friends and family. 
palms, ferns, gladioli, lilies, ад " | E ramy The train car had four private 
roses, and larkspur for the Used The Fairlane Over rooms, an observation lounge, 
ceremony. Among the famous 400 Times.” а dining room, and а fully 


and near famous in attendance 

at this wedding, one of the most 

significant social events in Decatur 

history, were Mr. and Mrs. Henry Ford, Sr. 

and Mr. and Mrs. Edsel Ford, all of Dearborn, 
Michigan. When the wedding party entered 
the church, the Lohengrin Wedding March was 
played, and when they left, Mendelssohn's 
Wedding March filled the church. 
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equipped kitchen and shower 

bathroom. It could accommodate 

eight passengers. Between 1921 and 

1942, the Fords and their family used the 

Fairlane over 400 times. The trip to Decatur, 
Illinois, was the first trip. 


Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Firestone Jr. visited Decatur 
many times after their marriage. One of the 
most exciting trios was when Mrs. Harvey 


Firestone, Jr. arrived at the new Decatur airport 
in a twin engine Beechcraft airplane in 1946. 


The Firestone family maintained contact with 
St. John’s and Decatur and made several 
bequests. They donated a parking lot for the 
church on their 40th wedding anniversary. They 
also gave St. John’s a pair of 16th Century Silver 
Salzburg candlesticks in later years that St. 
John’s reserves for special events. 


A new association was made with another 
church in 1922. The use of the church was given 
to Father Mark E. Petrakis, Priest of the Hellenic 
Orthodox Church, located in St. Louis, Missouri, 
on Wednesday, January 25, 1922. He baptized 
five Greek Orthodox children, according to 
the rights of the Eastern Orthodox Church. The 
service was witnessed by the Decatur's Greek 
community, and some members of St. 
John's. 


The parish was using the guild 
hall for many events since 
the Day Nursery had moved. 
The men's group often used 
it for meetings. At one time, 
it sheltered 50 men who 
were in the city for an event. 


(( 


“On November, 1922, 
Rev. Ray Milton Wilcox, 
Assistant Pastor Of St. Paul's 
Episcopal Church In Kansas 
City Missouri, Arrived To 


people attending to wish him well. His ministry 
here was very successful, and he left the church 
in а prosperous state. 


Less than four months later, a terrible event 
would happen to the popular priest. He was 
showing his wife around Bethany College and 
managed to get a safety door open to an 
elevator. Mrs. Beatty thought she was stepping 
into the darkened elevator car, but instead, she 
fell from the first floor to the basement down 
the elevator shaft. Two days later, she died from 
her injuries. After the funeral, Rev. Beatty went to 
Chicago, Illinois, to spend time with his son and 
daughter-in-law. Understandably, the family's 
health, including Rev. Beatty, suffered greatly 
from the death of Mrs. Emmeline Beatty. He 
spent the next few years in charge of missions 
and writing. Rev. Beatty died in 1940 after an 
unsuccessful operation. 


He was remembered with a 
memorial service at St. Mary’s 
by the Lake Episcopal church 

in Crystal Lake. The St. Ann's 
Mission, Woodstock, Illinois, 
also joined in the service since 
Father Beatty had been in 
charge of the mission as well. 


Occasionally, buffet dinners Hea was remémbered bv Pn 
and bridge parties were given Take Charge Of St. as “a grand old saint.” , d 
with 35 to 40 tables set up to play. John's. 


The admission was $1.00. 


In April of 1922, the congregation learned that 
Rev. D. C. Beatty would be leaving in May. He 
was to become the Canon of Grace Cathedral 
and take charge of the religious teaching at the 
College of Sisters of Bethany, Topeka, Kansas. 
Dr. Beatty expressed profound regret at leaving 
his many friends in Decatur. 


One of his final events was to preach the 
annual Easter sermon to 400 Knights Templar 
at St. John’s. The church was filled as he taught 
about true knighthood in relation to Christianity. 
The 400 knights, in full uniform, had assembled 
in the Eldorado temple and marched to the 
church headed by the Goodman Band. Rev. 
Beatty preached his last Sunday sermon for St. 
John's congregation in May. The congregation 
gave him a farewell supper with nearly 125 


On November Ist, 1922, Rev. Ray 

Milton Wilcox, Assistant Pastor of St 

Paul's Episcopal Church in Kansas City, Missouri, 

arrived to take charge of St. John's. Although he 

grew up Congregationalist, he was confirmed 

in the Episcopal church in 1916. Rev. Wilcox 

graduated from Knox College in 1907 and was 

ordained to the priesthood by Rt. Rev. Sidney C. 
Partridge, Bishop of West Missouri in 1921. 


He was happy to be returning closer to his 
hometown, Galesburg, Illinois, where his mother 
still resided. He had grown up there, and his 
father had been associated with the two 
Galesburg newspapers until his death. 


Upon arrival, Rev. Wilcox immediately expressed 
delight with the Decatur community and those 
of the congregation he had met. In less than a 
month, he was married and brought his new 
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wife, the former Julia McGrath, from Kansas City, 
Missouri, back to live in the rectory. In January, 
Mr. and Mrs. William Barnes honored Rev. and 
Mrs. Wilcox with a celebratory dinner in their 
home. 


“In April Of 1923, Rev. 
Wilcox And First Methodist 
Minister, Rev. Chesteen Smith, 
Presided Over One Of The 


Largest Funerals Ever 
Held In Decatur.” 


In April of 1923, Rev. Wilcox and First Methodist 
minister, Rev. Chesteen Smith, presided over 
one of the largest funerals ever held in Decatur. 
Admiral С. В.Т. Moore, a resident of Decatur, died 
in Philadelphia after receiving treatments for a 
long illness. He had retired in 1915 after a great 
Naval career as Commandant of the United 
States Naval Station at Honolulu. Rear Admiral 
Moore was the only Decatur man who had ever 
risen so high in the United States Navy and the 


single man from this congressional district who 
had ever attained that rank. After his retirement 
and return to Decatur, he was a prominent and 
active local figure. Admiral Moore was very 
involved in civic affairs during World War |. He 
gave four-minute speeches to stir up patriotism 
during enlistments, sold Liberty Bonds, and 
raised funds for the war needs of the У.М.С.А. 
and Red Cross. 


Admiral Moore was honored with a military 
service at First Methodist Church. The 
momentous event drew thousands. It was 
crowded inside the church and many more 
waited outside to pay him tribute during the 
procession to Greenwood Cemetery. 


It was said of him that, “In these last years 
during his residence in our city, he has been an 
inspiration to the soldiers and the sailors who 
have seen service for the nation. He thought of 
his city with a keen sense of pride in its progress.” 


The service was full of love and symbolism. 
The flower-covered casket was adorned with 
the national colors. The admiral’s sword and 


chapeau rested there as well. Two sailors and 
two soldiers stood at attention. 


FLOURISHING AFTER THE GREAT WAR 1913-1934 183 


At the end of the church service, the casket 
was carried to the cemetery on a gun caisson, 
escorted by former officersin the Navy. Marching 
immediately in front, the guard of honor 
signified the admiral’s rank. As the procession 
approached the cemetery, the admiral’s salute, 
of 13 guns, was fired, reverberating solemnly 
over the city. Arriving at the grave, the ranks of 
American Legion men, Spanish War Veterans, 
and Veterans of Foreign Wars, who were in the 
procession, split and lined along the drive. The 
guard of honor protected the casket in a double 
line along the approach to the grave. Prayers 
were read at the cemetery by Rev. Smith and 
Rev. Wilcox. 


Closing the service, a squad from Co. A, 130th 
Infantry, fired a salute of eight rifles, three 
volleys. As the last sound died away, a bugler 
sounded taps, and from a distance came back 
the echo, played by a second bugler, stationed 
some distance away. Those organizations 
taking part in the funeral procession were in this 
order: 130th Infantry Band, Headquarters Co, 
130 Infantry, Soanish War Veterans, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, American Legion, and former 
servicemen. 


Rev. Wilcox's interests were very different from 
those of the former rector, Rev. Beatty. Now 
the war was over, and it seemed to be a 
calmer time for all. Rev. Wilcox gave 

sermons on topics such as the 
history of the colonial church 
and its beginnings in America. 
He respected апа worked 
with the men's groups and 
proposed that St. John's hold 

the Diocesan Synod in 1924. He 
was affiliated with the Elks and 
gave several addresses at their 
meetings. 


The most exciting aspect of his time 

at St. John's was the intensity with which 

he performed his vocation. He insisted that the 
congregation observe strict silence while in the 
church proper. Even though his sermons were 
on different types of topics from what the St. 
John's congregation was used to, Rev. Wilcox 
kept them on the edge of their seats with his 
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“In May Of 1924, The 
Episcopal Synod Was Held At 
St. John’s, And It Was Thought 
To Be The Largest Synod 
Meeting Held To Date...” 


addresses. On more than one occasion, he 
would get so involved in his sermons that he 
would grab hold of the eagle on the pulpit and 
act as if he were wringing its neck. 


In November of 1923, another death greatly 
shocked and saddened St. John’s. The Rt. Rev. 
Granville Hudson Sherwood, Bishop of the 
Diocese of Springfield, died in Springfield. He 
was only 45 years old, his death the result of 
а cerebral hemorrhage. Bishop Sherwood had 
been in Decatur at least once a year since 
his election to the Bishopric in 1917 and had 
endeared himself to everyone. 


In February of 1924, St. John’s communicants 
were pleased that Venerable John Chanler 
White had been elected Bishop of the Springfield 
diocese. Rt. Rev. White had supplied as rector 
of St. John’s while Rev. D. C. Beatty was in war 
service in Russia in 1917 and was well-liked. 


St. John’s was doing exceedingly well with Rev. 
Wilcox. An unusually large number of persons 
attended the 1924 Easter Communion Services. 
It was one of the largest congregations since 
coming to Decatur for Rev. Ray Milton Wilcox. He 
had as his subject “That | May Know Him and the 
Power of His Resurrection.” 


In May of 1924, Synod was held at St. John’s, 

and it was thought to be the largest 

Synod meeting held to date for the 
Springfield Diocese. 


The newly consecrated Bishop 
White conducted the first 
official ceremonies. Eighteen 
parishes and 35 missions were 
represented. At that time, The 
Springfield diocese was the 

largest in Illinois, extending 

over the entire southern area 
of the state south of Springfield. 
The eucharistic processional was 
d beautiful sight and, for Decatur, an 
unusual one. With the crucifer in the lead, the 
order of procession was: the Choir, 28 members 
of the clergy of the diocese, Suffragan Bishop 
of Chicago, chaplains to the bishop, and, lastly, 
Bishop White. St. John's provided the music, and 
James Bergen was choirmaster and organist. 


EPISCOPAL SYNOD TO OPEN HERE TUESDAY 


Episcopal Synod to Open Here Tuesday 


Expect 200 in Largest Assembly Ever Held in Springfield Diocese; Newly Consecrated Bishop to 


Conduct First Official Ceremonies 


What probably will be the largest synod 
ever held in the Springfield. Episcopal 
diocese will be held in Decatur next 
Tuesday and Wednesday, with St. John’s 
as the host. Two hundred delegates are 
expected for a combined program of the 
47th annual synod of the diocese, and 
the 37th annual meeting of the Women's 
auxiliary. 

Among the high churchmen who will 
officiate will be Right Rev. John Chanler 
White, consecrated only last week 
as bishop of the Springfield diocese. 
Eighteen parishes and 35 missions will 
be represented. The Springfield diocese 
is the largest in Illinois, extending as it 
does over the entire southern area of the 


state south of Springfield. 

THE TWO DAYS' PROGRAM 1S AS 
FOLLOWS: 

Tuesday, Quiet day for Woman's 
auxiliary. 

8:00 a. m. Holy Eucharist, Bishop 
Griswold, celebrant. 

9:30, 10:30, 11:30 Meditations. 


1:30, 2:30 Meditations. (Simple breakfast 
and luncheon will be served in the Parish 
house.) 


бр. т. Dinner in homes and restaurants. 
8 р. m. Reception to bishop, clergy, and 
delegates to synod and auxiliary at the 
residence of Dr. and Mrs. Will Barnes, 
500 West Main street. 

WEDNESDAY. 


7:30 a. m. Choral eucharist, Bishop of the 
Diocese, celebrant. 


(Breakfast at Y. W. C. A.) 


9:30 a. m. Matins. 


10 a. m. Organizations of synod and 


bishop's address. 


тр. т. Luncheon at First Congregational 


church. 
2 p. m. Sessions of synod and auxiliary. 


6 p. m. Dinner at First Congregational 


church. 


7:30 p. m. Inspirational service. Principal 
speaker, the Rt. Rev. Sheldon M. 
Griswold, suffragan bishop of Chicago. 


PROCESSIONAL BEAUTIFUL. 


The eucharist processional will be a 
beautiful sight and, for Decatur an 
unusual one. Headed by the crucifer, 
the order of procession will be: Choir, 
28 members of the clergy or the diocese, 
suffragan bishop of Chicago, chaplains 
to the bishop, and, lastly, Bishop White. 


Music for the choral eucharist 
Wednesday morning will be by St. John's 
vested male quartet, composed of the 
following boys and men: Carl Hansen, 
crucifer; Gus Greanias, Billy Kitchen, 
Albert Dougherty, William Requarth, 
Billy Loy, Donald Hott, John Tierney, 
William Winegartner, Sam Winegartner, 
Billy Kitsch, Mark Parks, Freeman 
Wilmeth, Harry Bloomquist. Maurice 
Atkinson, Floyd Brenner, Eldon Gelger 
and C. W. Munn. James Bergen is choir 
master and organist. 


Mrs. Will Barnes is chairman of the 
distribution committee, assisted by Mrs. 
Frank Curtis. Mrs. Frank Roach, Mrs. 
E. L. Pegram, Miss Anna Pegram. Mrs. 
C. T. Shellabarger, Mrs. R. D. Wood and 
members of St. John's vestry. Mrs. J. К. 
Stafford and Mrs. A. Suleeba are on the 
cars committee. and Mrs. Е. J. Howells, 


Mrs. George H. Simpson and Mrs. A. 
Е. Larch are chairmen of the various 
luncheon committees... 


RUSSIAN GOVERNOR'S SON TO BE 
SPEAKER TO SYNOD. 


A speaker of particular interest at the 
Episcopal synod to be held Tuesday and 
Wednesday in St. John's church will be 
Capt. Constantine P. de Hahn, son of 
the governor of Kief, Russia, who is now 
connected with Near East Relief work. 
Capt. De Hahn will speak some time 
on Wednesday, the exact hour to be 
announced later. 


He himself is a graduate of the University 
of Cambridge, England, and a captain 
іп the Russian Imperial Guards, 
General Wrangels army. Не fled to 
Constantinople, and eventually became 
assistant purchasing agent for the Near 
East Relief. 


Bishop John Chanler White of 
Springfield, in a letter to Dr. R. M. 
Wilcox of St. John’s church, states that 
Rev. Henry H. Firth of St. Paul’s church, 
Carlinville. will be epistoler of the synod. 
Rev. Mr. Wilcox has been appointed 
gospeller, and Rev. John Mitchel Page is 
chaplain to the bishop. 


Masses will be said by Rev. ). Е Langdon 
of Trinity church, Jacksonville, and 
Samuel E. Arthur of Edwardsville. 
Speakers at the inspirational service 
Wednesday will include, in addition to 
Right Rev. Sheldon, M. Griswold, Rev. F. 
P. Bartlett of St. Louis, Brewster Stickney 
and Miss Maude Whitley of Champaign, 
Rev. Clinton B. Cromwell and Dr. Paul 
Wakefield, for many years in medical 
service in the Orient. 


The second generation of the Lowber Burrows 
family continued to support St. John’s. Maude 
Burrows and her brother, J. Bering Burrows, gave 
a new baptismal font and shell in memory of 
his infant son, J. Bering Burrows, Jr., who died іп 
1924. The original baptismal font from 1891 was 
given to the Bishop for use at a mission at West 
Frankfort. 


Rev. Wilcox was very involved in Synod activities 
and had been elected to several high posts. 
He had been a delegate to the 48th General 
Convention in New Orleans, representing the 
Springfield Diocese of Illinois. He was known 
for giving excellent reports on the meetings he 
attended. 


St. John’s was well represented in the Diocese of 
Springfield while he was rector, and it came as 
а complete surprise when he suddenly resigned 
after accepting a call to a church in the Diocese 
of Missouri. He took charge of two churches, St. 
James and Christ Church in Moberly, Missouri. 
He had been rector at St. John's since 1922 and 
would be greatly missed. 


Over the next few years, he had several 
rectorships in mid-western parishes and then 
moved to the Diocese of Connecticut and took 


charge of Calvary Church in Bridgeport, where 
he was rector for 16 years. 


A sad event took place in August of 1948 for the 
Wilcox family. Their 24-year-old daughter died 
following the birth of her first child. At that time, 
Rev. Wilcox was rector of St. Matthew's Episcopal 
Church, Newton, Kansas. 


In October of 1948, he was called to Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Norwich, Connecticut. After 
just one service, he was stricken with illness and 
could not continue. He died in 1949 and was 
buried in Bridgeport, Connecticut. 


In 1924, the congregation became aware of 
a problem that would continue to plague 
the parish for years. The large Rose window 
needed repairs, and three hundred dollars was 
gathered to have it stabilized. Later in 1924, the 
vestry received yet another $610.00 from the 
Women’s Guild, Miss Maude Burrows, and J. B. 
Burrows to retain the Rose window's beauty. 


In 1925, a small incident at St. John's was 
adversely affected bythetechnology of the time. 
The Springfield Churchman proclaimed, "St. 
John’s, Decatur, Out of Luck.” It appears that St. 
John's was expecting the Right Reverend W. Blair 
Roberts, the Suffragan Bishop of South Dakota, 
to speak on Indian Missions. Unfortunately, an 
interurban breakdown en route prevented the 
Bishop from fulfilling his engagement. 
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Nave With New Gothic Lights, Late 1920s 
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Кеу. Stanley Allen Macdonell, 1926 


The women of the parish were very busy in 
January of 1925. Miss Maude Burrows gave a 
Lori Oriental rug for the altar steps in memory 
of Sophia Hillock, who had died on November 
20th, 1924. It was dedicated on January lth, 
1925. In addition, a parish dinner was held on 
January 13th. It preceded the annual 
parish meeting and was served by 

the Women’s Guild. The Women’s 
Guild had таае tremendous 
progress in the past year under 
the direction of Mrs. Frank Curtis, 
who had declared it the “most 
prosperous year in the history of 
the parish.” 


Father Stanley Allen Macdonell 
came to St. John's in 1926, and 
under his rectorship, St. John's grew. 
Father Macdonell was an excellent 
leader and writer who blended well with the 
congregation, and they took up his dreams 
and made them work. While in Decatur, Rev. 
Macdonell also served as an American Red 
Cross swimming instructor and examiner as he 
had a keen interest in sports. 


He made sure that St. John's activities were 
well-publicized and that people throughout 
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"Father Stanley A. 
Macdonell Came To St. 
Johns м 1926, And Under i. 
His Rectorship, St. 

John's Grew.” 


Illinois and the Diocese knew about every 
activity. Father Macdonell stayed from 1925 
to 1934, and his length of ministry allowed St. 
John’s to flourish. Gone were the days of having 
а rector stay for only a year or so. His nine-year 
stay began a new chapter for St. John's. 


Rev. Macdonell was a native of Canada, and 
nearly all of his ministerial workhad been done in 
the Diocese of Huron, Canada. While in Canada 
he was a coptain of the Royal Musketeers and 
had served with the British during the Boer war. 


The Decatur parish was his first assignment in 
the United States. His peers reflected that he had 
strong administrative abilities, as well as being 
a strong preacher. When he first arrived at St. 
John's, he took an active interest in reorganizing 
the church school and promoting the men's 
club. 


According to The Springfield Churchman, 
Father Macdonell reviewed many of the clubs 
and activities of the church. For instance, in one 
of his first recommendations, he suggested 
that the church pay monies to the planned 
chapel at the University of Illinois. He then met 
with the Church Women's Guild and Women's 
Auxiliary and outlined their objectives for the 
coming year. Finally, he instituted teacher 
preparation classes and evening 
services on Sunday at 730 PM. 
His reorganization of the Sunday 
school was positively received, 
and Father Macdonell seemed 
delighted with the progress. 


rector promoted many 
special Sundays in the parish 
and elevated St. John's events 
to а new importance. Sunday, 
October 3rd, 1926, was observed as 
‘Rally Sunday’ or ‘Flower Sunday.’ St. John's 
Sunday school program had grown from eight 
to ten classes because Father Macdonell had 
personally sent each child a letter requesting his 
or her attendance. The Springfield Churchman 
described the rally and Macdonell's feelings in 
detail: 


The whole school formed up in procession 
and marched from the schoolroom along the 


ambulatory into the church, beginners first, the 
main school and Bible class in the rear singing 
“Onward Christian Soldiers.” The procession led 
down the south aisle, across to the Baptistery 
and up the center aisle to the pews. 


Each class in turn came to the Sanctuary rail 
with the offering of flowers which the rector 
humbly presented and placed upon the 
Altar with a special prayer that the gift might 
be accepted of God Who would bless it in 
carrying cheer to the sick and being a glory 
to His Holy Name. After suitable prayers, the 
School marched back to their places т the 
Parish hall singing as a Recessional “We love 
the Place, O Lord.” 


... Therector wished the girls and boys to know 
that he ever has them in mind individually, 
that he now knows every one of them, and 
misses all those who are absent on any 
Sunday or who have not yet come 

to the school. He desires every 

one. 


This attitude seemed to outline 


(( 


ша would take place; 


- Each child would give an offering to both the 
church and missionary work by placing the of- 
fering in a specially-made duplex envelope. 


- Only illness should detain children from Sun- 
day school. 


- Every boy and every girl, including babies, 
should be on the Sunday school rolls. He even- 
tually called the tiniest students “Little Helpers.” 


The diocese recognized Father Macdonell's 
strengths, and The Synod Journal of 1926 
recounted his successes in glowing terms. 
It noted that since he had come to St. John's, 
the church had been completely re-wired, 
the congregation had increased greatly with 
Church School doubling in attendance, the 
Woman's Guild and new Men's organization had 
become strong factors in church affairs, 
and the choir was often referred 

to as the "best in the diocese.” 
Additionally, the rectory had 

been completely refurbished. 


how Father Macdonell saw “The Copper Cross That The congregation's NEw spirit 
each of his communicants. Surmounted The Bell Tower Of had resulted in several gifts 
He wanted every member The Church Was Replaced In mak eee 2. 
to attend as many church ee Electronical а lavabo, а сойа, а set of silk 
services as possible. He sent у К M y burses, and choir vestments. 
a letter outlining his thoughts Lighted One. 


to each parishioner and had 

it published in the  Diocesan 

newsletter. His first request was that 
parishioners would notify the church rector 

if they moved or had a change of address. 
He reflected that "much of the Clergyman's 
time, some worry and some miles of walking 
would be saved if this suggestion were well 
carried out" Also he wanted parishioners to 
come to services on time. In most of his church 
communications, he included the starting 
times, which were Sunday school, 9:30 AM, 
church services on Sundays 7:30 AM, 10:45 A.M., 
and 7:30 P.M. His frustration with attendance 
issues was apparent. 


By December, he had completely revamped 
the Sunday school and circulated the goals of 
St. John's program. The four objectives were: 


- Sunday school would be a place where teach- 


December 1926 provided many 
opportunities for children to 
share in church functions. Children 
participated in a White Gift service in 
early December by bringing a present wrapped 
in white paper to be sent to another child at St. 
Andrew's Mission, Lehigh, Missionary District of 
Oklahoma. Father Macdonell also announced 
that the children would perform a program on 
December 216%, and Santa Claus would make 
an appearance. And finally, the offering made 
during the Christmas service was given to the 
Orphanage of the Holy Child in Springfield. 


Moving his focus from the inside to the outside, 
the rector then made plans for St. John’s exterior 
appearance. The copper cross that surmounted 
the bell tower of the church was replaced in 
1927 by a new electronically lighted one. The 
new cross was seven feet five inches tall, and 
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Мем) Lighted Cross, Circa 1920s 


the surfaces were of double frosted white glass 
set in copper on angle iron. With three bulbs in 
the stem, the lines of the Latin cross above the 
church were clearly seen at night and day. Later, 
a ten-day clock was installed that automatically 
regulated the lighting of the electric cross in the 
tower. This saved the sexton, Mr. Benton, much 
inconvenience as the power was turned on and 
off at the clock's required hour. 


Summer, too, was a busy time for St. John's 
parishioners. The congregation made it 
possible for Father Macdonell to obtain a new 
car - a Whippet. His family first used the vehicle 
to tour Wisconsin. Additionally, the parish met 
in the old Parish Hall so the "new" sanctuary, 
now thirty-five years old, could be redecorated. 
The walls were repainted, and the windows 
were cleaned. A new lighting system was also 
installed in the nave. The new lamps were of 
Gothic type and hung from the beams in the 
center of the nave. These lamps were specially 
designed to harmonize with the architecture of 
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CROSS SHINES ON EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
FOR FIRST TIME 


For the first time light was turned on in the electric cross 
erected upon the tower of St. John's church, Epicopal, at the 
corner of West Eldorado and North Church streets, on the 
evening of Epiphany, Thursday evening. 


The cross will be dedicated as a memorial to the parents of Mr. 
and Mrs. George H Simpson, who presented it to the church 
at the regular morning services Sunday, by the rector Rev. S. 
A. MacDonell. The cross is seven feet five inches tall, four feet 
across the arms and is of eight-inch width glass on every side. 
Tt was made by John Kalem, 535 South Witt street. 


The Decatur Evening Herald. January 7,1927. 


the church. St. John's Women's Guild provided 
for the redecorating. 


This rector was instrumental in the overall 
organization of the guilds of the church. All 
members of the St. John's Guild were also 
members of the Women’s Auxiliary. This change 
made it possible for both organizations to be 
conducted under one head, but the Guild and 
the Auxiliary were two different organizations. 
The Guild's efforts were for the Parish church 
only. The Auxiliary's efforts were primarily of a 
missionary nature. St. Martha's was regarded 
as a guild serving the local parish at this time, 
so had its own administration. 


Father Macdonell greatly complimented the 
parish in December of 1927. In his end-of-the- 
year message, he summarized the past year's 
events. He reported that the Senior Guild and 
St Martha's Guild supported the church with 
successful rummage sales and bazaars. These 
two Guilds also united to supply the Sunday 
school with a good roller screen for the lantern 
and twenty new chairs. The Altar Guild gave a 
new violet Chasuble and two fair linens. The 
choir was growing robust and more efficient. The 
men of the vestry were noted for their work and 
loyalty. The Brotherhood of St. Andrew, a small 
group of six men, was mentioned specifically for 
their labors to bring in new members and share 
their faith. Father Macdonell ended his treatise 
with: 


“О Worship the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness” 


Ф 
(he Easter “Day Services 
April 8 
7:30 а. m. f Holy Communion 


9:30 a.m. Special Service for the School 
Presentation of Lenten Boxes 


10:45 a. m. с Holy Communion 


Sermon Subject: 


The Resurrection of Jesus 
Spiritual Resurrection 


1:30 р. m. Р Evening Prayer 


Sermon Subject: 
The Supreme Conqueror 


Monday Evening, 6:00 o'clock, Parish Hall 


Festival for Members of the 
Church School 


Ges) 


Lenten 
We Need You You Need Us Easter “Day Services 


We АЦ Need Christ St. Johws Church, Decatur, ЭШ. 
1928 Rev. S. А. Macdonell, Rector 
Cover Of Lenten And Easter Services Bulletin, 1928 
Е. = Ж = ча 
You ате invited to attend any or all of the following "I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the house 
Е of the Lord 
т Ф 
The Sunday Services The ‘Week “Day Services 
Men specially invited in the evenings Ash Wednesday— February 22 
х е 10:00 а. m. The Litany and Penitential Office 
February 26—First Sunday in Lent 7:30 p. m. Preacher: The Rector 
7:30 a.m. Holy Communion 
10:45 а. т. The Great Objective Wednesday—February 29 
7:30 р. т. What Manner of Man is This? 7:30 р. та. Preacher: The Reverend Dr. John 
= Betcher 
March 4—Second Sunday in Lent 
7:30 a.m. Holy Communion Wednesday—March 7 
10:45 a.m, God's Warning 7:30 p.m. Preacher: The Venerable Arch- 
7:30 p.m. The Man to Whom Children Е deacon Edward Haughton 
Came 
5 ; Wednesday—March 14 
March 11— Third. Sunday in Lent 7:30 р. т. Preacher: The Reverend Jerry 
7:30 a.m. Holy Communion Wallace 
10:45 a. m. The Master's Call 
1:30 p.m. The Man Admired and Rejected Wednesday—March 21 
E 7:30 p. m. Preacher: The Reverend Morton 
March 18—Fourth Sunday in Lent С. Stone 
:30 а. m. Holy С i 
в ое Monday—March 26—Annunciation B. V. М: 
7:30 p. т. The Man Resolved to Die 9:30 a.m. Holy Communion 
March 25—Fijth Sunday in Lent Wednesday—March 28 
7:30 а. т. Holy Communion 7:30 р. т. Preacher: The Reverend Herbert 
10:45 a.m. Confirmation L. Miller 
For Christ Уу 
7:30 p.m. The Man Acclaimed Son of God Wednesday—April 4 
7:30 p. m. Preacher: The Rector 
April 1—Sizth Sunday in Lent З у 
7:30 а. т. Holy Communion Good Friday—April 6 
10:45 a.m. The Triumphal Entry of the King 12:00 Noon. The Three Hour Service 
7:30 p. m. The Man of Prayer Subject: The Seven Words from the Cross 


Inside Of Lenten And Easter Services Bulletin, 1928 


You, my reader, may say -If all this [progress] 
is true a very ideal condition exists in 
this Parish — and that fact, for fact 

it is, exactly, my dear reader is 

what | wish to convey. These 

things have been written 

by me in appreciation and 


presented a program of Easter music at the 
10:45 A.M. service that Easter Day. 


In 1929, the parish made plans for its 
75th Anniversary in September of 
1930. The major parish objectives 

for the year were to have all 


; Church property in good 
public acknowledgment of « , 
the efficient services of all St. John's Influence Was repair and have the parish 
officers and societies, and Becoming Increasingly т О 
the oneness and harmony Important In The арш $4000; ШЫ 2. 
existing throughout. Community.” the Churchwomen's Guild and 


Several groups were represented 

at the Annual Parish Meeting held 

in January of 1928. These included: 

St. John's Women’s Guild, St. Martha’s Guild, 
the Women's Auxiliary, the Altar Guild, the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew, and the Sunday 
school. 


St. John's influence was becoming 
increasingly important in the community. In 
April 1928, St. John's Episcopal Church Choir 
posed for a unique Easter Sunday picture in 
The Decatur Review. The choir was under the 
direction of Mrs. Charles W. Armstrong, and it 


St. Martha's Guild took on many 
responsibilities in the Parish 

Hall. New steps were provided for 
the hall, along with new lighting and 
basketball boards. New curtains were made, 
a new maple floor was laid, new doors were 
installed, and a removable wall that divided 
the kitchen and main floor was completed. 
Even the outside of the Parish Hall was painted. 


The teen-aged Young People's Service League 
was becoming larger and stronger. They 
usually had supper, a party, and business at 
their meetings. Fifteen boys and fifteen girls 
played basketball on different evenings of the 
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FORMER ST. JOHN'S RECTOR GIVES TALK 
Rev. G. P. Hoster Says Pastor Must Reach All 


Ministers should devote more time to persons on the outside 
of the church instead of giving all their attention to those 
within, Rev. George P. Hoster of Campaign told an audience in 
St. John’s Episcopal church Wednesday evening. 


Rev. Mr. Hoster was a special speaker in the church in 
observance of Ash Wednesday which marks the beginning of 
Lent. He was rector of St. John’s church preceding Rev. S. A. 
Macdonell. 


Rev. Mr. Hoster talked on the parable of the shepherd who 
guarded a herd of 100 sheep, and when one was lost he devoted 
all his time searching for the one that had strayed. Comparing 
the shepherd to a Christian minister, Rev. Mr. Hoster said 
that a close check should be kept and when one of the church 
members strayed from the guidance of the church, much time 
should be spent in bringing him back into its protection. 


“Ministers should watch over their congregration as closely as 
parents watch over their families,” Rev. Mr. Hoster said. 


Rev. Mr. Macdonell introduced the speaker and gave a brief 
talk on his former association with the church. He announced 
that he planned to bring several outside speakers into the 
church during Lent. 


week. These young people planned to form 
themselves into a branch of the Young Peoples 
Service League in the future. Other activities 
were also planned for the teenagers. A Father 
and Son Banquet was sponsored by the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew for all Parish boys. 
So strong was the persuasion to attend that 
the following sentence was included, “Every 
boy allowed to attend we know will be there. 
Every father absent we will know is dead, or not 
in Decatur.” The vestry mentioned the work of 
these two groups very positively. 


Father Macdonell’s persistence paid off. He 
rejoiced to announce that on the fifth Sunday 
after Easter in 1930, an overflow attendance 
was recorded at all services at St. John’s. 
“There were 128 in the church school on this 
day - this is the record for the second time... 
Numerically, spiritually and financially, St. 
John's was never better.” This year continued to 
be impressive. Junior, Intermediate, and Senior 
Teams represented St. John's Church School in 
the inter-church Basketball League. Outreach 
for the community resulted in several medical 
professionals donating their time and services 
to children in the church school who needed 
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St. John's First Church Viewed From Across Eldorado Street, April 1931 
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DECATUR PASTOR OFFERS AID AT 
TRAGEDY SCENE 

Words of solace were brought to families who waited near the 
mine tipple Sunday by Rev. Stanley A. MacDonell, pastor of 


St. John's church, Episcopal, Decatur. Wearing a rubber coat 
and high boots, the pastor did what he could to bolster up the 


minds of those who had waited hour upon hour in vain hope of 
learning whether or not the lives of loved ones down below were 
safe. Long into the night Mr. MacDonell, an experienced first 
aid worker, remained at the mine to be of assistance in case his 


knowledge of artificial respiration could be called upon. 


The Decatur Daily Review. December 26, 1932. 


them. Musically, Mrs. Merris began a Boys’ Glee 
Club of approximately 20 boys. 


The 1930 Christmas services were beautiful and 
well attended. Interestingly, Father Thomas 
Demetriadis, Pastor of the Hellenic Orthodox 
Church, in robes, assisted at the Midnight 
Service. Father Macdonell had participated in 
the Greek Service earlier that day. 


The young people continued to flourish in 
the Young People’s Service League. On 
October llth, 1931, the Sunday Herald 
reported that seventy candles 

were used in one of the most 
impressive опа beautiful 
services held in a Decatur 
church for some time. The 
service was in preparation for 
the delegates to the Central 
Illinois Young People's Service 
League of the Episcopal 
Church. Seventy candles were 
placed in the chancel and on the 
altar just before the opening of the 

service. The only other light in the church 

when the young people entered were the two 
candles at the rear of the church. During the 
closing part of the service, two acolytes in red 
and white started farthest from the altar and 
extinguished all the candles except the three 
on the altar as soft music was played. The 
young people left the church with only the light 
of the three altar candles shining through the 
semi-darkness. 
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“On October nth, 1931, The 
Sunday Herald Reported That 
Seventy Candles Were Used In 

One Of The Most Impressive 
And Beautiful Services...” 


Rev. MacDonel, а knowledgeable relief 
volunteer, responded to a terrible event on 
December 24th, 1932. A horrific mine disaster 
occurred іп Moweaqua, a small town barely 15 
miles from Decatur. The Moweaqua coal mine 
explosion killed 54 miners. 


The disaster resulted from an open flame of a 
miner's carbide lamp, which ignited methane 
gas. Only half of the miners were working that 
day as it was just before a holiday, and those 
men were trapped 625 feet below the ground 
in the mine shaft. 


Moweaqua had long been known for mining. The 
first large coal seam was found in October 1889, 
and mining began in 1891. By 1897, over 100 miners 
worked in the mine as cage men, motor men, 
mule drivers, shot firers, blacksmiths, and miners. 


Specially trained rescue miners were called in 
to maintain peace and retrieve bodies from 
the mine. The Illinois Central Railroad brought 
in cars to give the rescue miners a place to 
sleep. The American Red Cross, the Moweaqua 
Hospital, and people in the town helped provide 
meals for the workers. The rescue miners 
worked for six days to find all of the 
bodies in the mine. Rev. MacDonell 
conducted the funeral services 
of a father and his two sons 
who had perished together. 


The mine reopened a year 
later in 1933, but the coal 
only lasted until 1935, and the 
mine was then officially closed. 
Within the next few years, any 
remains of the mine tipple were 
destroyed as the rotting wood 
collapsed upon itself and left an eighty- 
foot wide sinkhole. A museum to honor the 
miners was dedicated in May 1986 and was still 
open in 2020. 


Young people were not the only parishioners 
working diligently during this era. This was a service 
time for St. John’s Guilds as the depression required 
more and more from local communities to help 
their citizens. According to the 1932 Annual Report, 
St. John’s Guild held 28 meetings during that year. 
Their activities included participating in lessons 


BELOW: Gastman School stood on North and Church Streets diagonally across from St. John's. The school was named 
for Enoch A. Gastman, who was superintendent of Decatur schools for ‘forty-six years. Local legend states that this term 


is the longest in the history of American schools for a superintendent. 


Gastman School was erected in 1903, just over a block from St. John’s Church. Gastman was not the first school to be 
located on this site. The “Big Brick” school opened in 1857 on the same lot. This building was the first public school in 
Decatur, and later served as the first high school. 


The neighborhood benefited from having these schools on Church street. The constant influx of children brought both 
traffic and energy to the surrounding community. Unfortunately, by 1975, new, modern schools were built to teach the 
children of Decatur, and Gastman was no longer needed by the Decatur School District. It was sold to First United 
Methodist Church in 1977. In 1980, after years of searching for a use for the building, the church made the difficult 
decision to raze Gastman school. The neighborhood would miss the school-aged children who walked by St. John’s on a 
daily basis to and from school. 
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and corporate communions, having bake sales, 
making articles, sewing at the Girls’ Welfare Home, 
repairing garments, having tea at the Art Institute, 
sending donations to the orphanage in Springfield, 
holding card parties, selling items such as 
Ready-jell, having Tuesday lunches, 

making mincemeat, and sending 
missionary boxes to the Phoebe 
Ann Community house in Halifax, 
Virginia. St. John's Women's Guild 
and St. Martha's even raised 
money for St. John's 1932 taxes. 


Most St. John's Guild meetings 
were held in Mrs. William Barnes 
and Mrs. George Simpson's 
hornes. At this time, the Guild was 
responsible for all repairs and tuning 
of the church organ and piano, and 

providing church janitor service, among 
other things. These duties included their weekly 
work of sewing for the needy and furnishing items 
for Social Services and the Christmas Store. 


But the real mission of St. John's women's Guild 
during these years was sewing! The fourteen 
to twenty women often made new articles 
from government cotton cloth. For example, 
on January T/th, 1933, they sewed at Decatur 
and Macon County Hospital and made: 
19 baby gowns 


* 30 diapers 

* 3 specialized sheets 
* 18 abdominal bands 
* 4round wrappers 

• 12 binders 


Their efforts on this occasion totaled 86 pieces 
in all. Just two weeks later, they sewed at the 
Welfare Home making and repairing: 


* 8 dresses 

“17 aprons 

* 9 suits of underwear 
• 32 washcloths 

* 24 towels 

• 2 underwaists 
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“Beyond Sewing, [St. 
Johns Guild] Provided Meals 
For The Men's Club, Synod 


Breakfasts, And Other Social 
Functions.” 


They often made and fixed several hundred 
items each year for a variety of organizations. 
They also took care of specific children, usually 
young girls, at the Orphanage by sending 
rompers, shirts, slips, dresses, comforters, 
skirts, wool hose, wool socks, and 
booties. They sewed for the Red 
Cross and made choir robes 
for St. John’s. They were also 
proficient in curtains, tiebacks, 
valances, support socks, stand 
covers, pneumonia jackets, 
surgeon caps, wrappers, quilts, 
caps, gowns, lunch mats, and 
pillowcases. 


Beyond sewing, they provided meals 

for the Men’s Club, Synod breakfasts, 

and other social functions. Sometimes 

they used the Congregational Church across the 

street to serve breakfasts and lunches for special 

events. Their meetings consisted of a business 

meeting, a lesson, and then sewing. The lessons 

usually concentrated on a specific culture, such 

as Native Americans. Many times, the rector's 

wives were active guild members, as was Mrs. 
Macdonell. 


St. John’s Guild was always interested in the 
church's financial condition and during 1933 
began meeting in homes primarily to save 
on heating costs of using the Parish Hall. By 
instituting that practice, they saved $400.00 
in that year alone. They often concerned 
themselves with clean up and renovation 
projects for St. John’s. 


The parish was not the only recipient of the 
women's assistance. St John’s Guild was 
highly respected throughout the diocese 
and the community. In November 1933, the 
Orphanage reported that St. John's Guild sent 
the best donations from any parish when 
it acknowledged their $40 contribution. In 
November, the women celebrated Armistice 
Day at St. John’s by keeping the church open all 
day for prayer from 8 A.M. to 6 P.M. At least 80 
women attended. Enlarging the Guild’s scope, 
they bought quilting frames to use with other 
projects and learned how to make rag dolls. 


Surprisingly, Rev. Stanley Macdonell left quickly 
in November of 1934. The departure seemed 
unusual given the success that Rev. Macdonell 
had helped usher into St. John’s. Shortly after 
he came to Decatur, Rev. Macdonell started 
the reorganization of the entire parish. He and 
Mrs. Macdonell had lived in the rectory, 130 West 
Eldorado Street, since they had come. Luckily, 
Rev. George Hoster, who was rector of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church from 1906 to 1912, had since 
retired from a parish in Champaign, Illinois. 
After Rev. Macdonell’s sudden resignation, Rev. 
Hoster acted as supply priest until a permanent 
replacement could be found. 


(( 


“Surprisingly, Rev. 
Stanley Macdonell Left 
Quickly In November 


Of 1934.” 


EPISCOPAL RECTOR QUITS 
Rev. S. A. Macdonell Resigns As St. John’s Pastor 


Rev. Stanley Allan Macdonell, rector of St. John’s 
Episcopal church, has submitted his resignation which 
has been accepted by the vestry, L. W. Shade, junior 
warden of the vestry, announced Wednesday. The 
resignation became fective Nov.1. Rev. Mr. Macdonell 


was out of the city Wednesday and his future plans 
could not be learned. Reason for the ae СІ was 
as yet been 


not revealed by the vestry. No successor 
named. 


Came Here In 1926. 


Rev. Mr. Macdonell came to Decatur in 1926 from 
London, Ontario, Canada, as temporary pastor. Due 
to a canon law that a priest of the church can not be 
called into permanent service from another country 
until a year elapses, he was not asked by the vestry to 
take the permanent rectorship until in 1927. Shortly 
after he came to Decatur Rev. Mr. Macdonell started 
reorganization of the entire parish. He and Mrs. 
Macdonell have lived in the rectory, 130 West Eldorado 
street, since they came here. 


The Decatur Herald. November 8, 1934. 


The parish later learned that Rev. Macdonell 
and his wife had moved to the Bangor, Maine, 
area. He served several different churches and 
died in 1949. Rev. Macdonell had a heart attack 
on the way to morning services at St. John the 
Baptist church in Brownville Junction, Maine, 
where he had been rector since 1940. Funeral 
services were conducted in Brownville Junction, 
and burial was in London, Ontario, Canada, 
Father Macdonell's birthplace. His wife, Jessie, of 
Brownville Junction, survived him. 


HOSTER WILL FILL PULPIT 


Former Rector To Conduct Services At St. John’s 
Church. 


Rev. George Peabody MHoster, rector of St. John's 
Episcopal church in Decatur ү 1906 to 1912, will 
conduct services in that church on Thanksgiving day 
and on Sundays until a permanent rector has been 
secured for the church. 


Following a conference with C. A. Gille, senior warden, 

and L. W. Shade, junior warden of the church Friday 

when Dr. Hosterwas in Decatur to conduct the funderal 

servces for the late Dr. Will Chenoweth, announcement 

| ПБ temporary return of Dr. Hoster was made by Mr. 
Ше. 


Lay readers have conducted the services since the 
nur of Rev. S. A. Macdonell Nov. 1 and lay 
readers will conduct the Sunday services. 


Thanksgiving Services. 


Dr. Hoster will conduct communion — servces 
Thanksgiving day at 10:30 a. m. and his first Sunday 
services will ps communion services at 7:30 and 10:30 
a. m. Sunday, Dec. 2. 


Dr. Hoster will continue to reside at Champaign 
where he has been living since his retirement from the 
Emmanual Memorial church there. He will come to 
Decatur on Sundays and church days but will do no 
parochial work here. 


Dr. Hoster left Decatur in 1912 to take charge of the 
parish in Franklin, Tenn. He went to the Champaign 
church in 1914 and has kept in touch with Decatur since 
that time. He was the speaker at the Ash Wednesday 
services in Decatur in 1931. 


The Decatur Daily Review. November 24, 1934. 
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^. ST. JOHN'S PRODUCED A BELOVED COOKBOOK IN 1915 CALLED “THE LITTLE BROWN BOOK OF RECIPES.” 
THE BOOK IS A COMPILATION OF RECIPES PROVIDED BY PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS OF THE CHURCH. 


м ONLY ONE COPY 1S KNOWN TO REMAIN. 


THE WORN CONDITION SUGGESTS THAT IT WAS WELL USED. THIS COMPLETE REPRODUCTION 1S 
INCLUDED WITH MINIMAL REPAIR OF THE TATTERED PAGES. 
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Take flour, | 


: stand 20 minutes. 


lee d in 124; eon square от RENS "m has ri 
loaf in half through middle, pour meltet 


ur, 2 cups thills, T 


powder, 1 teaspoon 


and sugar, add egg (beaten), then water and sponge, add enough flour 
to make stiff batter. d 

Let rise over night. In morning add some salt, mix into dough” 
as stiff as for rolls. Let rise again. Roll out % inch thick. It will 
make 2 good pie pans. Let rise again. Melt 1 cup granulated sugar, 
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon with a little water. When it is boiled to 
a thick syrup add generous tablespoon butter. Do not stir until it 
is cool. Stick the risen dough full of holes, put this mixture on and 
bake. 

Mrs. A. R. Montgomery. 


CORN MUFFINS 


1 cup flour, № cup corn meal, % teaspoon salt, 2 teaspoons baking 
powder, 1 egg, 3 tablespoons sugar, 1 teaspoon butter, 1 cup sweet 
milk. 

Mrs. D. H. Conklin. 


SALT RISING BREAD 


2 good sized potatoes sliced raw, 3 tablespoons corn meal, 1 tea- 
spoon sugar, % teaspoon salt. 

Pour over this 2 pints boiling water. Make this at noon and set 
to rise until next morning. Use % gallon crock, cover with plate and 
put in warm place. In morning drain off water but do not strain; 
make a stiff batter with this liquid, adding scant teaspoon of soda and 
1) teaspoon salt; let rise. Put this in two-quart pitcher and set in 
quite warm water. This will come to top of pitcher in about one 
hour. Let it get quite lively. Take 1 pint hot water, 1 pint sweet milk, 
1 good sized tablespoon lard, add sponge and make a soft dough 
and knead well and put in pans to rise. Put this in four half-gallon 
crocks to bake. Grease the crocks, and, lightly, top of loaves and 
stick with fork. The dough should fill pans and should be kept warm. 

Clara Hunt. 


POPOVERS 


1 cup milk, add 2 eggs (well beaten). In another bowl sift twice 
1 cup flour. 
Add slowly the egg and milk and salt. Beat smooth, put in very 


hot pans. Bake 45 minutes. { 
Mrs. Charles A. Ewing. 


SPONGE CORN GEMS 


Cream together 3 tablespoons sugar, and 1 tablespoon melted 
butter, then add the well beaten yolk of 1 egg, 1 cup flour which has 
been sifted together twice with 14 cup corn meal, % teaspoon salt 
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and two teaspoons baking powder, and mix into a batter with one cup 
milk, then add the stiffly beaten white of 1 egg and bake in gem 
pans. This makes twelve. 

Mrs. E. A. West. 


MUFFINS 


1 egg, М cup butter, М cup sugar, 14 cup milk, 1 cup flour, 1 tea- 
spoon baking powder, a little salt. Cream butter and sugar. 
.Mix thoroughly, beat egg separately. Much depends on beating 
light. Bake in a medium oven. 
Ella Race. 


CORN CAKES 


1 cup flour, 2 cups corn meal, 2 cups milk (sweet or sour), 2 
tablespoons sugar, 1 tablespoon salt, 2 teaspoons baking powder 
or soda, 1 egg beaten well. | 

Mrs. J. D. Moore. 


DUMPLINGS 


1 cup sweet milk, 1 egg beaten and put into milk, 2 cups flour, 
М cup butter, salt spoon salt, 3 teaspoons baking powder, 
Mrs. H. D. Spencer. 
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SOUPS 


QUEEN VICTORIA’S FAVORITE 


A 3 or 4 pound chicken or fowl, 3 quarts water, 1 tablespoon salt, 
6 pepper corns, 1 saltspoon pepper, 1 tablespoon chopped onion, 1 
tablespoon celery, 1 tablespoon butter, 1 tablespoon corn starch, 2 
eggs. 

Let fowl come to boil quickly and skim; remove meat when tender, 
boil again with bones, add salt and vegetables. Simmer until reduced 
to 1% quarts. For 1 quart stock, 1 pint rich milk. When it comes to 
a boil add butter and corn starch (rubbed to a cream and browned), 
add seasoning. Pour over eggs beaten light and serve. 


CLEAR TOMATO SOUP 


Boil your tomatoes with onion and butter thoroughly, add a clear 
stock or broth, half a white of an egg to clear, let it stand, then pour 
through cheese cloth. 

Mrs. С. Е, Hay. 


BLACK BEAN SOUP 


Soak 2 cups beans over night, Drain in morning, cover with 2 
quarts cold water and boil, add 1 onion stuck with 3 cloves, some 
parsley, simmer until tender. 

Mash through a sieve, return to fire. When it reaches boiling 
point add thickening, 1 dessert spoon flour, 1 ounce butter. Serve 
with diced hard-boiled egg and lemon peeled closely and sliced. A 
gill of wine improves it. A heavier soup is made by adding stock 
which is not put in until beans are soft. 

Mrs. Furman Roach. 


CREAM OF CELERY 


1 stalk celery chopped fine cooked in 1 pint of stock, 2 tablespoons 
butter, 1 tablespoon flour, 1 cup milk and 1 cup thin cream added to 
stock. Salt and pepper to taste. 

Mrs. W. P. Shade. 


CREAM OF BARLEY SOUP 


1 large soup bone, 1 soup bunch, 1 tablespoon celery extract, 
14 cup pearl barley, % lemon, % teaspoon nutmeg, a little tabasco 
sauce. Boiland strain. To 1 gallon add 1 pint fresh milk, 1 pint cream, 


'3eggs. Should not boil after eggs are added. 


Mrs. W. P. Shade. 
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CORN AND TOMATO 


Cook separately 1 can corn and 1 can tomatoes. Rub through 
colander, then put together, season with salt, pepper and pinch of 
sugar. Place slice of toasted bread with a lump of butter in each dish 
and pour soup over. 


Mrs. W. Р. Shade. 


ORANGE SOUP 
(Serves 8 persons) 


1 quart orange juice, 1 cup sugar, 2 tablespoons arrow-root, М 
cup brandy. 

Blend arrow-root with 4 tablespoons water. Heat orange juice, 
stir in arrow-root. Cook until thick but avoid boiling. Remove from 
fire, add sugar and brandy. Chill and serve. 

Mrs. C. C. Andrews. 
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FISH 


ORIGINAL RECIPE LOBSTER A LA NEWBURG 


Plunge a good sized lobster in boiling water and let boil 15 
minutes. Then cool, take meat out of shell and cut in small pieces, 
put them in a stew pan, mix a glass of sherry, a spoon of brandy, piece 
of butter size of an egg, a pinch of red pepper and let boil 5 minutes. 
Prepare in a bowl 1 pint cream, yolks of 4 eggs and a little butter; 
mix well and stir it in the lobster while boiling. Do not let it boil 
after the cream is in or it will curdle. 


| OYSTERS А LA CREOLE 


2 dozen large oysters (chop fine), 2 hard boiled eggs (chop fine), 
salt, pepper, generous quantity butter. 
| Stir rapidly іп hot skillet 1 minute, mix with 1 cup finely rolled 

cracker crumbs, % cup rich cream. 

Make shells of rich pie crust in gem pans, fill with oyster filling, 
put salt, pepper, a little beaten есе and lump of butter on top of each 
and bake brown. Serve hot. Garnish with parsley. 

Mrs. H. Lanham. 


CODFISH BALLS 


Pick 1 cup codfish, soak over night, next morning boil until ten- 
der, changing water several times. Mash codfish fine, adding 1 table- 
spoon butter. 

Mash boiled potatoes (more than codfish), adding butter, pepper 
and salt. Mix with codfish and add 1 egg, beat all very light. Form 
in balls and fry in hot fat. 

Mrs. Е. С, Powers. 


FILLETS OF HALIBUT 

Cut halibut steak in pieces about 2 by 3 inches, press thin (with 
hand), roll in flour (slightly salted), spread with butter, roll and pin 
together with wooden tooth picks and roll again in flour. 

Place standing in baking pan, add little hot water, pinch salt, 
bake about 20 minutes, baste occasionally, brown quickly and serve 
with 

Tomato Sauce 

2 tablespoons melted butter, 2 tablespoons flour. Mix and add 
1 pint strained canned tomatoes. Cook until thick. Garnish with 
parsley and triangles of buttered toast. 

Mrs. Е. Р. Bishop. 


FISH SOUFFLE 
2 tablespoons butter, 3 tablespoons flour, %4 cup milk, 1% tea- 
spoon salt, cayenne pepper (few grains), V2 cup flaked fish or salmon, 
yolks 3 eggs, whites 3 eggs. 


[8] 


S Gg 


Make white sauce, add beaten yolks of eggs, stirring over fire 
about 1 minute. Remove from fire and cool, add flaked fish and fold 
in beaten whites, pour into buttered baking dish. Bake 20 minutes 
in slow oven. Serve at once. 

Elizabeth Stone. 


DEVILED CRAB 


A can crab meat, pick fine, add 1 hard-boiled egg, chopped fine, 
add 1 teaspoon dry mustard, little black pepper, 4 tablespoons cream. 
Put mixture in shells or bowl. Sprinkle top with cracker meal 
| and lumps of butter and thin sliced lemon. Bake golden brown. 
| Mrs. E. G. Powers. 


SALMON LOAF 


1 large can salmon, 2 tablespoons melted butter, 14 cup bread 
crumbs, 3 well beaten eggs, salt and pepper to taste. 

Make into roll, flour lightly, let bake until brown. Serve with 
| cream sauce to which salmon juice has been added. 
| Mrs. W. D. Stires. 


| CODFISH ROLL 


1 heaping cup codfish (shredded), boiled with 3 medium sized 
potatoes, mash and add pepper, % cup cream and yolks 3 eggs, well 
| beaten. 
| Beat whites separately and add last. Bake in hot greased spider 

until it puffs like cake. 
Mrs. W. D. Stires. 


OYSTERS A LA SOMERSET 


| 

| Put in chafing dish butter size of ап egg, add a heaping teaspoon 
| finely chopped onion. Fry {о a light yellow color, add 3 tablespoons 

finely chopped celery, and 2 cups oysters in their own liquid. 
| Boil till done, season to taste, then add 3 heaping tablespoons 
| : fresh bread crumbs, 7 gill cream, and % teaspoon chopped parsley. 
| Let come to a boil and serve. Enough for four people. 
Mrs. Е. Е. L. Wheelhouse. 


| 
| CREAMED SALMON-SCALLOP 


1 сап salmon, 1 cup cream, 74 cup milk, 2 small teaspoons corn 
starch rubbed smooth into 1 tablespoon of butter, pinch of soda, 
pepper and salt. 

Turn salmon from can into a colander, remove bones, skin and 
dark meat. Heat milk, cream and soda, add corn starch and butter. 
Cook till smooth and consistency of thick cream. Put in salmon and 
cover with bread crumbs and butter and bake. 

Mrs. Eugenie M. Bacon. 
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MEATS 


STEAK 


To broil a steak 2 or 3 inches thick: Light gas broiler, place 
iron skillet close under gas flames. In about 15 minutes sear steak 
on both sides thoroughly in hot skillet, replace under gas, turn often. 
In 20 or 30 minutes it will be almost black outside; through the 
center there will be an inch or more of rare steak. Pour 2 tablespoons 
melted butter with salt and pepper over it on platter. 

Mrs. William Barnes. 


MEAT LOAF 


2% № round steak, % tb salt pork, 1 cup bread crumbs soaked 
in warm water and squeezed dry, juice and grated rind 4% lemon, 1 
egg beaten. 
Season highly with salt and pepper, add 14 cup catsup and bake. 
Mrs. J. G. Wise. 


4 FRENCH STEAK 


Put a flank steak in a smoking hot skillet. Brown on both sides, 
then add a bay leaf, 1 cup tomatoes, 1 small onion (chop fine), salt, 
pepper, and cover with boiling water. 

Cook slowly 1 hour. Put in hot platter. Pour sauce thickened 
slightly, over it. Garnish with parsley. 

Mrs. Will Pluck. 


VEAL LOAF 


2 pounds veal steak, 14-pound pork, 1 egg, 1 cup milk, 4 crackers. 
Pepper and salt and cover with flour and lumps of butter. Bake 
1 or 1% hours. Baste frequently and make brown gravy. 
Mrs. F. C. Roby. 


ITALIA’S PRIDE 


1 pint cold macaroni, 1 cup bread crumbs, 1 pint finely chopped 
beef or mutton, 1 teaspoon salt, 1 pint stewed tomatoes, 1 saltspoon 
pepper, 1 onion minced very fine and fried in a spoonful of butter. 

Butter a two-quart pudding dish. Put a layer of bread crumbs 
at bottom, then layer of minced meat, one of tomatoes and one of 
macaroni, sprinkling each with the seasoning until the dish is filled. 
Put one small cup of boiling water to the fried onion, and after 
making a layer over the top of the rest of the crumbs, pour it over 
them. Sprinkle tiny bits of butter and bake half an hour or until 
well browned. If oven is moderate it will require 14 hour. 

Mrs. Payne Whitney, New York. . 
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CHICKEN OR TURKEY A LA KING ( 


2 tablespoons butter, 1 cup of mushroom caps cut in quarters, 
74 small can pimentoes cut in small pieces. Stir over fire until well 
mixed, then add 2 tablespoons flour, little salt. Cook until frothy, 
and then add 2 cups rich milk, Place mixture in pan hot water and 
thicken, add 3 cups chicken (or turkey) cut in cubes; heat thoroughly. 
To 4 tablespoons melted butter, beat in 2 eggs, 1 teaspoon lemon 
juice. Stir and cook into the hot chicken. 

Serve on toast, or a large platter garnished with parsley and 
pimento strips over the top of chicken. 

Mrs. E. P. Bishop. 


BOILED SMOKED TONGUE 


Soak the tongue in cold water over night; change water when 
putting on to cook. Boil 1 hour and add % cup vinegar, 1% cup 
brown sugar, cayenne pepper to taste. Boil several hours till tender. 
Remove from water and when cool enough to handle remove skin. 
I find a lard can the best to cook them in. 

Sophie C. Wallack. 


EGG CUTLETS 
(Enough for 6 Cutlets) 


То % pint of milk add 1 tablespoon of butter, 2 of flour, 16 tea- 
р spoon of salt, a little chopped onion, 4 teaspoon of black pepper, 
| and a dash of cayanne pepper, bring to a boil and boil five minutes. 
Have ready 3 hard boiled eggs coarsely chopped, over which pour 
this mixture and set aside to cool, When ready to serve, make into 

cutlets, roll in egg and bread crumbs, fry in very hot deep pan. 

| Ella Race. 


| DRESSING FOR MEATS AND FOWLS 


Cut fine 10c loaf stale bread, rub in pepper, salt and 1 tablespoon 
sage. Pour in slowly and mix lightly with boiling water. Steam in 
covered dish 1 hour, add 2 medium sized onions, browned a yellowish 
color in generous amount of butter. 
|! Add this with 10c worth pork sausage and work into bread for 
|| 20 minutes. Add chopped liver of turkey. If too dry, add butter. 
| When cold add 3 eggs and work with spoon. Never press. 
| Mrs. Adolph Mueller. 


| BAKED DUCK 


! Lay duck іп salt water for a time, wipe dry and salt. On inside 
| put М4 apple, % small onion, piece of celery, 15 teaspoon juniper 
We berries. Lay strips of bacon over breast. 

| Put melted butter іп рап, put duck in melted butter with just 
| a little water. Brown in hot oven and then add more boiling water, 
| cover and cook slowly 3 hours. 

| ; Mrs. Robert Mueller. 
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VEGETABLES 


ITALIAN RISOTTO 


A small piece of ham or bacon, 2 mushrooms, 1 can tomatoes, 
1 stalk celery, 1 cup washed rice, parsley, soup stock, 1 onion. 

Mix tomatoes and ham together and stew slowly until thickened. 
Strain, mix with soup stock and keep hot. Chop vegetables together 
(celery, parsley, onion and mushrooms) and put into large sauce 
pan with piece of butter. When partially cooked, add tablespoon 
of the hot tomato sauce, then rice, stirring constantly. As rice 
swells and absorbs moisture add from time to time, spoonful of sauce. 
Cook about 20 minutes. Sprinkle with grated Parmesan cheese and 
serve. Jean Webster, New York. 


STUFFED TOMATOES 


6 medium-sized tomatoes, 1 green pepper, 4 slices salt pork( size 
of slice bacon), cut out tops of tomatoes and fill with bread crumbs 
seasoned with salt and pepper and little onion. Put a small piece 
of salt pork on top of each tomato and bake 34 of an hour. Cut up 
remainder of sal rk rather fine and fry. Add 1 tablespoon flour 
and cream or milk to make gravy of proper consistency; pour over 
the baked tomatoes and on that put the green pepper sliced or 
chopped. Mrs. Frederick A. Brown, Chicago. 


STUFFED EGG PLANT 


Cook egg plant in boiling salt water for 15 minutes. Cut a slice 
from top and with spoon remove pulp, taking care not to work too 
close to skin. Chop pulp and add 1 cup soft stale bread crumbs. 
Melt 2 tablespoons butter, add % tablespoon finely chopped onion 
and cook 5 minutes. Add to chopped pulp and bread crumbs, season 
with salt and pepper, and if necessary, moisten a little with stock 
or water. Cook 5 minutes, cool slightly and add 1 beaten egg. Refill 
egg plant, cover with buttered bread crumbs and bake 25 minutes 
in hot oven. Mrs. T. T. Roberts. 


RICE AU GRATIN 


3 cups cooked rice, 3 tablespoons butter, 3 tablespoons flour, 
14 teaspoon salt, 2 cups milk, % teaspoon pepper, 15 cup grated cheese, 
2 cups soft bread crumbs, 2 tablespoons butter. 

Make a white sauce and add rice to it. Place % of mixture in 
a buttered baking dish; over this sprinkle % of grated cheese; repeat, 
and put buttered crumbs on top. Brown and serve hot. Cabbage 


or caulilour may be used instead of rice. 
Miss Elizabeth Stone. 
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CREAMED ONIONS 


Cook 6 or 8 medium sized onions in boiling salted water till 
tender. Drain and place in round shallow pan. Pour over a cream 
dressing made of 1 tablespoon butter, 1 teaspoon flour, 1 cup cream, 
cooking till thick, and season with salt and paprika. Cover the cream 
dressing with a thick layer of grated cheese and cover the cheese 
with layer of buttered bread crumbs. Brown. 

Mrs. J. G. Stauffer. 


TOMATO AND CORN PUDDING 


1 tablespoon butter, 1 tablespoon flour, milk to make cream 
sauce, 1 can corn, 1 pimento (cut fine), 1 green penper (cut fine), a 
little tomato, salt and pepper. 

Bake until brown. 


ae 


Mrs. William C. Chenoweth. 


SPINACH WITH BACON 


Boil spinach in salted water until tender. Drain thoroughly. 
Fry bacon (cut in small pieces) until brown and pour bacon and 
grease over spinach. 

Mrs. Clyde Lyon. 


CORN PUDDING 


2 cups corn, 2 eggs, 1 cup flour, 1 tablespoon sugar, 1 cup milk, 
1 teaspoon salt, 1 tablespoon butter, dash black pepper, 1 green 
mango (cut small). 
Bake % hour in dish set in pan of water. 
Mrs. Necie Hunt. 


BAKED BEANS 


1 pound navy beans, % pound salt pork, 1 small onion, V cup 
brown sugar or molasses, 1 tablespoon mustard (even), 1 teaspoon 
salt. 

Soak beans over night. In morning parboil in water having pinch 
of soda in it. Put in half the beans, half the pork, rest of beans and 
| pork, and onion. Pour over the beans sugar, mustard and salt 
| dissolved in cup boiling water. Fill pot pretty full with boiling water, 
keep covered, add boiling water when needed. Bake all day. 

Mrs. George Hurd. 


[13] 


ef NO. 


SALADS 


TUTTI FRUTTI SALAD 


1 pint whipping cream beat until frothy but not. tiff, add 1 cake 
nippy cheese (mix with little cream until soft), alter: ate with 1 cup 
mayonaise. Beat until stiff. Add this to 1 cup. ‘canned pineapple 
(cut in small pieces), 1 cup white grapes (seeded), % cup maraschino 
cherries, 1 cup nut meats. 

Will serve about 20 people. М 

Mrs. E. P. Bishop. 


4 SALAD 


’ 2 tablespoons gelatin, soak іп 2 т ooon: cold water. Dissolve 
in 14 cup boiling water, add 1 cup ginger ale, Vj cup lemon juice, 2 
tablespoons sugar, pinch salt and let stand until it begins to thicken. 
Have ready 1 cup white grapes (skinned, seeded and halved), % cup 
celery (cut in slices), 114 cups apples (diced), 2 tablespoons preserved 
ginger (cut small), 1 tablespoon citron (cut small), 4 i Pa" 
shredded pineapple. 

Fold these into thickened mixture. Turn into d to Һа 
Put celery tips in center of mold, fill with mayonaise and place cur- 


leyed celery around edge. 


Mrs. Necie Hunt. 


PIMENTO SALAD. 


1 pint olives, 1 small can pimentoes, 1 stalk of celery. 
Cut in small pieces. Add cup of nut meats. Mix well with may- 


onaise. 
Mrs. H. W. Shafer. 


PINEAPPLE SALAD 


Select a large and perfect pineapple. Wash, but do not remove 
skin or leaves at stem and scoop out inside, leaving mere shell. Fill 
with fruit salad, pineapple, oranges, strawberries or cherries and 1 
cup nut meats. Add juice of № lemon and mayonaise dressing. 
Garnish with tender branches and leaves of grapevine and small 
green grapes. Mrs. E. P. Bishop. 


Sauce Vinaigrette 
(For plain Lettuce Salad) 

1 tablespoon tarragon vinegar, 2 tablespoons cider vinegar, 6 
tablespoons olive oil, 2 tablespoons each chopped green pepper, 
cucumber, pickle and parsley, 1 teaspoon salt, 14 teaspoon paprika, few 
grains red pepper. Mrs. Necie Hunt. 
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^J PINEAPPLE AND CUCUMBER 


4 cup canned pineapple, 1 cup sliced cucumber, 1⁄4 cup hot water 
-in lemon jello. After it cools add 74 cup pineapple juice and 4 cup 
sugar. Place the cucumbers sliced fine in a mold, then pineapple and 
cover with jello and juice. 
Dressing: Yolks 4 eggs, 3 tablespoon vinegar, 1 tablespoon 
water, 2 tablespoons sugar, scant teaspoon salt, М teaspoon mustard, 
14 teaspoon paprika. After cooking add 1 tablespoon butter and 


after cooling, % pint of double cream, whipped. 
Maria L. Buckingham. 


FROZEN CHEESE SALAD 


5 cakes Blue Label cheese, 2 green peppers спо а, 15-cent can 
pimento chopped, 1 cup pecans, # cup whipped cream, 7 cup mayon- 


naise or boiled dressing, salt. | 
Put in mold, pack in ice and salt for 2 or 3 hours. Serve ой 


lettuce with French dressing. 


% Mrs. Logan Hay, Springfield, Ш. 
” 
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PUDDINGS р 
MY GRANDMOTHER’S INDIAN PUDDING 


3 pints scalded milk, 7 tablespoons Indian meal. Stir well together | 
while hot. When cool add 5 eggs, % pound raisins, 4 ounces butter. 
Spice and sugar to taste. | 
Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, Oyster Bay, N. Y. i 


STRAWBERRY PUDDING 
1 cup sugar, 12 cup butter, % cup milk, 3 eggs, 214 cups flour, 
2 teaspoons baking powder. 
Steam 2 hours. Turn out on plate and cover with following sauce: 
1 cup sugdfy 1; cup butter (beat to cream), add 1 quart fresh 
strawberries (slightly mashed). Serve hot. | 
Mrs. Edwin Е. Dunne, Governor’s Mansion. 5 


Қ 

т JOHN’S DELIGHT | 
2 cups chopped bread, 1 cup chopped suet, % cup molasses, 1 ) 
egg, 1 cup raisins, 1 cup sweet milk with 5 teaspoon soda dissolved 
in it, % teaspoon ground cloves, 1 teaspoon cinnamon, 1 pinch salt. 
Boil 2 hours in tin pudding boiler and serve with foaming sauce. | 

» Mrs. Jas. W. Wadsworth, Washington, D. С. | 


KENTUCKY PUDDING |J 

: 34 cup butter, 2% cups sugar, 1 cup sweet cream, 3 well beaten 
eggs, 3 tablespoons flour. «1 
Flavor with lemon and bake in pastry. | 
Mrs. James S. Baldwin. Ў 


PERSIMMON PUDDING 
7% gallon persimmons (rub through colander and mix in the 
milk as you rub), % gallon flour, % gallon milk, 2 cups sugar, 3 
eggs, 3 tablespoons butter, 1⁄4 teaspoon salt, 1 teaspoon soda, 1 tea 
Spoon cinnamon, 1 teasppoon cloves, 1 teaspoon allspice. j 
Mix sugar, butter, eggs and spice, then add persimmons, mi 
and flour, gradually, adding soda dissolved in hot water last. Bake 
hours. This makes 2 large puddings. Cut cold, with cream. The 
pudding will keep 2 or 3 days or a week. 
Mrs. Jane M. Johns. 


SUET PUDDING 
1 cup suet (chopped fine), 1 cup molasses, 1 cup sweet milk, 2 
eggs, 3 cups flour, 1 teaspoon soda (mixed in molasses), 2 teaspoons 
cinnamon, 1 nutmeg, 1 pounds seeded raisins, Vj pound citron 
(chopped fine) % pound figs (cut fine) % pound dates (cut fine). 
Use 1 pound coffee cans. Makes 3. Steam 1% hours and in the 
oven % hour. 


Mrs. Emma Metz. 
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CHOCOLATE PUDDING 


l box gelatine dissolved in 1 pint cold water, 1 quart milk, boil 
with 1 cup grated chocolate and 1 cup white sugar, 1 teaspoon vanilla. 
Boil 10 minutes, cool in molds. Serve with cream. 
Mrs. D. H. Conklin. 


DATE PUDDING 


1 cup chopped English walnuts, 1 cup seeded dates, 2 eggs 
(well beaten) 1 cup (scant) sugar, pinch salt, 1 teaspoon baking 
powder, 1 tablespoon flour. 

Bake 20 minutes in slow oven. Served with whipped cream in 
individual cakes. Serve cold. 

Miss Ella Glore. 


STEAM PUDDING 


1 egg, 2 tablespoons sugar, № cup molasses, 2 tablespoons melted’ 
butter, 1 teaspoon soda, 1% cups flour, № cup boiling water. 
Steam 34 Hour. 
Sauce 
2 egg yolks, 1 cup powdered sugar, 1 cup whipped cream. 
Mrs. T. J. Prentice. 


ORANGE PUDDING 


5 oranges (pared, seeded and sliced). Pour over them 1 cup 
granulated sugar, 3 egg yolks. Beat well with 1 tablespoon corn 
starch and stir it into 1 pint boiling milk. As soon as it comes to 
a boil take off and pour over the oranges. Beat whites stiff with 2 
tablespoons sugar spread over and put into oven to brown. Serve 
cold. Mrs. D. H. Conklin. 


STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE 


3 tablespoons butter, % cup sugar, 1 egg (beat together), 1% 
ups flour, 2 tablespoons baking powder, % cup milk. 

_ Bake as individuals. Crush berries slightly and sweeten. Serve 
with whipped cream. 

Mrs. A. T. Summers. 


SCOTCH PLUM PUDDING 


6 eggs. Beat separately and very light, 1 cup sweet milk, 74 
pound stale bread crumbs, 1 pound flour, 34 pound dark brown sugar, 
1 pound beef suet (chop fine), 1 pound currants (seeded), 1 pound 
raisins, 1 pound blanched almonds (chopped fine). Mix dry ingredi- 
ents. Add milk and eggs. Add 1 tablespoon nutmeg, 1 tablespoon 
cinnamon, 1 tablespoon cloves, 1 teaspoon salt, 14 cup brandy. 

Stir together and add another cup milk. Steam in molds 4 hours. 

Mrs. M. P. Parrish. 
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| PIES 
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LEMON PIE 


| Crust: 1 cup flour, 14 teaspoon salt, 2 heaping tablespoons lard, | 
| 3 tablespoons ice water. Before baking, prick crust all over to pre- | 
vent puffing. 
Filling: 2 eggs, 1 cup water, 34 cup sugar, 2 level tablespoons 
flour, 1 level tablespoon cornstarch, 1 lemon, butter size of an egg. 
Mix flour, cornstarch and sugar and stir this mixture into the 
well beaten yolks, to which has been added the water, juice and rind 
of lemon and melted butter. Cook in a double boiler, stirring till 
thickened. Turn into well baked crust, cover with meringue made of 
whites of the 2 eggs and 2 tablespoons sugar. Brown in a slow oven. 


Mrs. J. G. Stauffer. 


BUTTERSCOTCH PIE 


1 cup soft A sugar, 2 eggs, 2 tablespoons flour, 1 cup cold water, 
2 heaping tablespoons butter, 1 teaspoon vanilla. ' 
Mix sugar, flour and beaten yolks of eggs to a smooth paste, add 
gradually the water and butter. Stir over the fire until thick, then 
| add vanilla. Pour into a baked pie crust. Cover with meringue. 
| Mrs. J. S. Baldwin. 


? 


PUMPKIN PIE 


1 tablespoon butter, 2 eggs, 1 cup sugar, 2 teaspoonsful flour, 1 
cup cooked pumpkin, 1 cup milk, pinch salt. 

Cream butter and sugar as for cake, add flour, then yolks of eggs. 
Stir in milk and pumpkin. Fold in last stiffly beaten whites of eggs. 
Season with nutmeg and vanilla or cinnamon and ginger to taste. 
Bake slowly in pan lined with rich pastry. 

Mrs. F. P. Howard. 


LEMON PIE 


1 cup sugar, 2 egg yolks, 1 teaspoon butter, 2 soda crackers’ | 
(chopped fine), 1 lemon, juice and pulp, 6 teaspoons cold water. 
Stir all together and put in crust. Make meringue of beaten 
whites, sweetened, 
| Mrs. Т. S. Hoskins. 


PUFF PASTE DAINTIES 


Roll thin and cut in squares a good puff paste. In center of each 
drop a spoonful of following mixture: Grated rind and juice 1 lemon, 
1 beaten egg, 1 cup sugar, 1 cup chopped raisins. 

Mix all together. Fold over the corners of the puff paste squares 
and bake. Good served with tea. 

Mrs. George Pasfield, Springfield, ПІ. 
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COLD DESSERTS AND PUNCH 


FROZEN PLUM PUDDING 


1 quart cream, 1 quart milk, 2 pounds raisins, 2 pounds currants, 
4 cups sugar, candied cherries, 4 ounces chocolate, candied citron, 
4 tablespoons gelatin, yolks 12 eggs, 1 teaspoon cinnamon. 

Boil seeded raisins in milk until plump. Use the milk to make 
custard. Add yolks of eggs, well beaten. Add gelatin, flavoring and 
cream. Freeze. While making the custard have fruit soaking in 
sherry or brandy. Drain and add while custard is being frozen. When 
well mixed put in mold, pack in ice and salt. 


Sauce 


4 eggs (yolks), № cup powdered sugar, 1 pint cream (whipped). 
Cream yolks and sugar. Cook over a pan of hot water, stirring 
constantly until it thickens. Beat until cold, add flavoring and 
whipped cream. 
Mrs. Furman Roach. 


MINT ICE CREAM 


1 pound after dinner mints, 1 pint milk, 1 quart cream. 
Crush mints and dissolve in the milk. Add cream and freeze. 
Mrs. George H. Fuller, Tuscola. 


PUNCH 


2 bottles best California white wine, 2 bottles best California 
claret, 14 bottle French brandy, from 2 to 3 bottles of champagne, 
20 square lumps sugar, 4 thin slices lemon about 5 pounds of ice. 

Mrs. E. G. Powers. 


FROZEN CUSTARD 


1 quart new milk put in double boiler and let come to a boil; 
add 4 egg yolks well beaten, with 1 cup granulated sugar. When 
heated, remove from fire and add 1 quart heavy cream, pinch salt, 
2 tablespoons maraschino, 2 teaspoons vanilla, 74 teaspoon pistache 
extract. Freeze. 

Mrs. Charles Powers. 


PINEAPPLE BAVARIAN CREAM 


Dissolve 74 package Knox plain gelatin in cold water, 1 cup sugar 
to small can grated pineapple, juice of 1 lemon, 1 orange. 


Lord 


Fill с 
sma 


Cook until sugar is dissolved. Add to gelatin and cool. Stir as 
it begins to thicken and fold in 2 cups of thick cream stiffly beaten. 
Put in mold and garnish with whipped cream. 


Mrs. T. K. Bohon. 


GRAPE ICE 


Grate % can of Hawaiian pineapple as fine as possible. To this 
add the juice of two lemons, 1 cup sugar, 1 quart water and 1 quart 
grape ішісе. 

Freeze and when like mush add the beaten whites of 2 eggs, 
to which 1 tablespoon of powdered sugar has been added. 


Mrs. John Burroughs, West Park, New York. 


FROZEN WHITE PLUM PUDDING 


1 cup sugar, % cup water. Cook until it threads, then pour slowly 
over the whites of 3 eggs (beaten stiff). Beat thoroughly, then add 
1 pint whipped cream, 1 teaspoon vanilla, 77 cup seeded raisins, cur- 
rants, English walnuts, almonds, citron, candied cherries. The raisins 
and currents should be plumped in boiling water first. 

Put mixture into a mold, cover with paraffin paper, put on cover, 
seal with lard around edge. Pack in ice and rock salt. Leave 3 or 
4 hours to ripen. Serve with preserved oranges. 

Katharine Lehman. 


ICE CREAM 


1 pint new milk, scald and pour over 2 eggs (which have been 
thoroughly beaten), 14 cups sugar, 3 rounding tablespoons flour. 
Cook in double boiler until thick. Let cool, add flavoring and 1 quart 
double cream and freeze. 

To make chocolate ice cream, add to the above 2 squares of 
chocolate, 1 tablespoon hot water, 2 tablespoons sugar, made into a 


paste. Mrs. J. M. Allen. 


APPLES WITH OATMEAL 


Peel large sized apples, cut out the core, leaving a large cavity. 
avity with dry, rolled oats, put a large teaspoon of sugar and a 
ce of butter on each apple. 

e in individual casseroles. Bake in oven, keeping covered 
st 15 minutes. Serve cold with whipped cream. 

Mrs. Sidney Dedman. 
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SICILLIAN SHERBET 


Press 1 can of peaches through a strainer; add half a cup of 
sugar and 1 pint of orange juice (about six oranges). Pack in salt 
and ice, and serve after it has stood about 2 hours to ripen. 

Mrs. E. Е. L. Wheelhouse. 


MARSHMALLOW CREAM 


Quarter large fresh marshmallows. Mix with chopped nuts. 
Cover with whipped cream. Serve in sherbet glass with cherry on top. 
Mrs. C. E. Hay, Springfield. 


CAFE MOUSSE 


2 eggs (well beaten), 1 cup sugar. Beat thoroughly 1 cup very 
strong coffee (cold), 1 cup thick cream (well whipped). 
Pour all into a mold, pack in ice and salt and let stand 4 hours. 
Mrs. A. R. Montgomery. 


MAPLE PARFAIT 


1 cup maple syrup, 3 eggs, pinch of salt, 2 cups whipped cream, 
1 teaspoon lemon juice. 

Beat eggs till light. Bring syrup to boiling point and pour over 
eggs, beating continually. Cook eggs and syrup in double boiler 
until thickens. Set aside until cold, then add whipped cream. Turn 
into a mold, bury in ice and salt. 

Mrs. Lindley Huff. 


CHARLOTTE RUSSE 


Soak 1% package gelatine іп 1% cup sweet milk two hours. Pour 
on this % cup boiling milk. Whip 1 pint cream to a froth. Sprinkle 
on the whipped cream 24 cup sugar and 1 teaspoon vanilla. Strain 
the gelatine on this and stir gently from the bottom until it begins 


4 


to thicken. Кж 
Line a dish with lady fingers or stale sponge cake and pour deco 
the Charlotte-russe. "vods № 


Mrs. H. D. Spencer. 
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CAKES 


ONE EGG CAKE 


М cup butter % cup sugar, 1 egg, % cup milk, 1% cups flour, 
215 teaspoons baking powder. 

Cream butter, add sugar gradually, and egg well beaten. Mix 
and sift flour and baking powder. Add alternately with milk. Ваке 
30 minutes. Spread with chocolate frosting. 

Jane Addams, Hull House, Chicago. 


DELICATE CAKE 


7% cup butter, 2 cups granulated sugar, 3 cups flour, 1 teaspoon 
cream tartar, 34 cup sweet milk, % teaspoon soda, whites of 6 eggs. 
Flavor with lemon. | 

Mrs. Emma M. Metz. 


LARGE BIRTHDAY CAKE 


1 heaping cup butter, 214 cups confectioner's sugar, 112 cups 
sweet milk, 4 cups flour, 34 cup cornstarch, 3% teaspoons baking 
powder, 2 teaspoons flavoring, 1 large cup raisins, 1 large cup cur- 
rants, 1 large cup chopped nuts, % cup sliced citron, a few candied 
cherries. 

Flour fruit. Mix in usual order, beating well as fruit is added. 
Add beaten whites last. Use almond flavored icing. 

Mrs. R. O. Rosen. 


YELLOW CAKE 


1 сир butter, 2 cups sugar, 1 cup milk, 4 scant cups flour, 1 tea- 
эп baking powder, 1 teaspoon lemon extract, 1 teaspoon nutmeg. 
ke in loaf cake pan having hole in the middle. The success 
e cake depends on the beating. 


1 


of t 


TM 


Mrs. George Post. 


ORANGE CAKE 


sugar, 1 cup milk, 277 cups flour, 3 tea 
ge peel (grated), 1 teaspoon orange 


> УДА 
ake; save % for icing. 
Mrs. George Hurd, St. Louis. 
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WHITE CAKE 


6 eggs (whites), 34 cup butter, 174 cups pulverized sugar, 2 cups 
flour (Swansdown), juice of % lemon. 

Beat butter to light cream, add flavor to it, stirring with ends of 
fingers to smooth paste. Beat whites of eggs to stiff froth, mix with 
sugar. Now stir the eggs and sugar gradually in the flour and butter, 
adding lemon juice. 

Mrs. Г. L. Haworth. 


DEVIL’S FOOD 


1 cup brown sugar, % cup butter, 2 cups flour, 1 even teaspoon 
soda, # сир sweet milk, 3 eggs (save whites of 2 for frosting). In 
another dish mix 1 cup brown sugar and 4 squares of chocolate 
melted, % cup milk. 

Mix all together and bake in layers. Use white icing. 

Mrs. George Hurd, St. Louis. 


DEVIL’S FOOD 


Lj cake Baker’s chocolate, yolks 2 eggs, % cup sweet milk. 
Boil in double boiler until thick as cake dough. When cold add 
1 cup granulated sugar, butter size of an egg, 1 teaspoon vanilla, 14 
cup sweet milk; 174 cups flour, pinch of soda, 1 teaspoon baking pow- 
der. Bake in moderate oven 34 hour. 
Icing 
Boil 1 cup granulated sugar with М cup water until it threads. 
Pour on well beaten whites of 2 eggs until thick enough to spread. 
Octavia Roberts. 


SOUR CREAM CAKE 
T cup thick sour cream, М teaspoon salt, 14 teaspoon soda 


sugar, 2 eggs well beaten, 1 teaspoon baking powder put i 
cup flour, 14 teaspoon vanilla. 


Virginia Baldwin 


PECAN CAKES 


2 whole eggs, 1 cup brown sugar, 4 
74 teaspoon baking powder, 1 cup pecang 

Beat eggs. Add sugar and beat we 
powder and pecans. Bake 15 to 18 
small tins. 


DATE CAKE 


1 pound Dromedary dates after stones and rough skin are re- 
moved (pour hot water over them to clean and skin), 1 pound English 
walnut meats. Leave nuts and dates whole. Sift three times to- 
gether, 1 cup pastry flour, 1 cup granulated sugar, 4 level teaspoons 
baking powder, 1% teaspoon salt. 

Mix well with dates and nuts. Beat yolks of 4 eggs until thick, 
add 1 teaspoon vanilla extract and mix (with your hand) evenly 
through the cake mixture. Lastly add well beaten whites. Bake in 
pan well buttered and bottom covered with greased paper. Bake in 
very slow oven 1% hours. 

P Mrs. E. P. Bishop. 


SPICE CAKE 


1% cups butter, 2 cups brown sugar, % cup New Orleans mo- 
lasses, %4 cup brandy, 1 cup sour milk, 5 eggs, 1 teaspoon soda, 1 
teaspoon cloves, 1 teaspoon allspice, 1 teaspoon cinnamon, 5 cups 
flour (little more if needed), 1 pound raisins, 1 pound currants, 1 
pound citron. 

Add nuts if desired. Bake 1 hour. 

Mrs. W. P. Shade. 


FRUIT CAKE 


174 pounds brown sugar, 114 pounds butter, 1% pounds flour, 14 
eggs, 2 teaspoons cinnamon, 2 teaspoons soda, 4 teaspoons baking 
powder, 10c worth of dates, 10c worth figs, 1 teaspoon cloves, 2 
pounds raisins, № pound candied pineapple, % pound cherries, 1 
pound English walnuts, 1 pint hickory nuts. 

Put fruit and nuts to soak over night in one large vessel with 
% pint brandy and % pint wine. This makes 4 cakes. 

ы Mrs. W. Р. Shade. - 


FORTY-YEAR-OLD CAKE 


up butter, 2 cups light brown sugar, 3% cups flour, 4 eggs 
separately), 1 small cup sour milk, 1 tablespoon molases, 1 
sodas. 1 cup raisins, №4 cup citron, little nutmeg, 


Mrs. Annie C. Barnes. 
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Sift flour and sugar each 5 times, beat eggs so stiffly that when 
pan is inverted they stick to pan; continue to beat, add slowly the 
sugar, then the flour, to which cream tartar has been added, then 
flavoring. Turn into cake mold and put into cold oven. Turn 1 
burner on half way and bake 1 hour. Remove from oven, invert pan 
and let cake hang until cold. 


Icing 


1% cups sugar, № cups boiling water, whites 2 eggs, 4 drops 
acetic acid, V4 teaspoon glycerine. 
Mrs. Will C. Pluck. 


WHITE FRUIT CAKE 


1 cup butter, 2 cups sugar, 277 cups flour, 1 cup sweet milk, whites 
7 eggs, 2 level teaspoons baking powder, 1 pound Sultana raisins, % 
pound figs, % pound dates, 14 pound citron, 1 pound blanched al- 
monds, 1 teaspoon lemon extract. 
Bake very slowly 2 hours in steeple pan. 
Mrs. J. G. Wise. 


GINGERBREAD 


% cup butter, % cup lard, 1 cup boiling water poured on butter 
and lard until melted, 1 cup molasses, 17% cup white sugar, 214 cups 
flour, 1 teaspoon soda, 1 teaspoon ginger, 1 teaspoon cloves, 1 tea- 
spoon cinnamon, 2 eggs (well beaten). 

Sift dry ingredients and add others. 

Mrs. C. N. Gorham. 


FUDGE COOKIES 


4 eggs, 2% cups light brown sugar, № cake chocolate (melted 
over.double boiler), 1 cup pecans, 1 scant cup flour, 1 teaspoon vanilla, 
Beat eggs, do not separate. Add ingredients in order given. Be 
sure and mix the flour and nuts together. Spread thin in pans and 
bake twenty-five minutes in a very moderate oven. Cut in squares 
as soon as taken from oven. 
А Miss Sidney М. Dedman, 


FRUIT соок 


1 cup butter, creamed with 11 cups. sugar, 3 eggs, ДЕ level tea- 
Spoon soda dissolved in 2 tablespoons of sweet. Ош 1 сир. [те 
raisins, flour to make a soft dough. iy 
| Mix, roll into a sheet, cut into rounds and ake pide 
| Gene Stratton Porter, Limberlost ebi Indiana. 
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OATMEAL CAKES 


2 eggs, 1 cup oatmeal, 1 tablespoon butter, % cup sugar, 1 tea- 
spoon vanilla, 1 teaspoon baking powder. | 

Drop in pan with a teaspoon (apart) and bake crisp in a mod- 
erate oven. М). ‘Robert Lansing. 


LIFE CAKES 


1 pint molasses, 1 teaspoon soda. Heat molasses, but not to boil. 
Add soda while hot, also 1 ounce butter, cinnamon, cloves, ginger 
ай nutmeg. Sift in flour until stiff. Cut in cakes, fancy shapes. Let 
‚ stand over night and bake in slow oven. 
Mrs. Benton Blackstone. 


"T 


CINNAMON STARS 


1 cup sugar, 1 cup butter, 1 cup flour (more if necessary), yolks 
of 2 eggs, 3 teaspoons whiskey, grated rind lemon, pinch salt. 

Cut in stars, brush with yolk of an egg and sprinkle with chopped 
nuts and cinnamon. 
Mrs. Benton Blackstone. 


OLD MISSION CRY BABIES “| 


2 eggs, 1 cup shortening, 1 cup molasses, 2 teaspoons ginger, 1 T 
cup sugar, 2 teaspoons cinnamon. Stir all together and add 2 tea- 
spoons soda dissolved in 1 cup hot coffee, add 1 teaspoon vinegar, V 
teaspoon salt, 41 cups flour. 

Drop in pan and bake slowly. Frost with white icing. 

Mrs. J. L. Hudson, Springfield, П. * а 


SPICE DROP CAKES 


34 cup butter, 1 cup sugar, 3 eggs (well beaten) 2 cups pastry 
flour, 2 cups Quaker roller oats (raw), 34 teaspoon soda, pinch of 
salt, 124 cups chopped raisins, 1 teaspoon cinnamon. | 

Drop from spoon about size of a walnut in well buttered pans 
and pat out flat. Bake in slow oven. Й 


Mrs. E. L. Pegram. 


| FILLED COOKIES 


1 сар sugar, 1 teaspoon soda in 1 cup sweet milk, у cup butter 
and lard, 2 teaspoons cream tartar in 3 cups flour, 1 teaspoon va- 
nilla, 1 egg. | 

Mix well, roll very thin, cut, put in рап and place on each a tea- 
spoon of the following filling: 
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Filling 


Cook until thick 1 cup chopped raisins, % cup C sugar, 15 cup 
water, 1 tablespoon flour blended with a little cold water. 

When all are filled, drop another cooky lightly on top of each 
and bake. Add a little lemon juice to mixture if desired. You can 
use dates, raisins and nuts for filing for a change. 

Mrs. G. D. Thomas. 


DATE BARS 


1 pound dates, 1 cup nuts, 3 eggs, % cup sugar, 5 level table- 
spoons flour, 1 teaspoon baking powder, vanilla, salt. 
Slow oven about 34 hour. Cut in bars while hot and roll in pow- 


dered sugar. 
Mrs. Donald Vincent, Ft. Dodge, Iowa. 


DOUGHNUTS 


1 cup sugar, 2 eggs, 1 cup sour cream, 1 teaspoon nutmeg, pinch 
of salt, 1 level teaspoon soda, flour enough to roll and cut. 
s Mrs. W. P. Shade. 


COOKIES 


2 cups sugar, 1 cup butter, 1 cup eggs, 1 teaspoon vanilla, 2 tea- 
spoons baking powder, enough flour to roll out. 
Mrs. Annie Barnes. 


SPONGE CAKE 


5 eggs, 1 cup sugar, 1 cup flour before sifted, % teaspoon salt, 2 
teaspoons vanilla. | / 
Beat sugar and eggs until very light. Fold in flour last. 
1 Mrs. B. K. Durfee. 
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CANDIES 


DIVINITY 


Cook 1 cup sugar, % cup water in saucepan until brittle. Іп 
another pan cook 1 cup corn syrup, 2 cups sugar until brittle. Into 
whites of 3 eggs beaten stiff, pour in slowly first mixture, then add 
the other. Beat hard. 

When getting heavy add chopped nuts and candied cherries. 
Pour into buttered pans. 

Mrs. J. M. Allen. 


CHOCOLATE CARAMELS 


1 cup sugar, %4 cake chocolate, 74 cup molasses, 14 cup milk, % 
cup butter. 

Mix and boil 20 minutes. Cool a little and add 1 teaspoon vanilla. 
Line buttered dish with nuts and pour in the mixture. 


QUICK MOLASSES CANDY 


1 cup N. О. molasses, % cup light brown sugar, butter size of egg, 
1 tablespoon vinegar. 

Boil over hot stove until candy is brittle in cold water. Add a 
pinch of soda and % teaspoon vanilla. Pour in buttered pans. When 
cool pull. 


PENOCHE 


2 cups light brown sugar, 2 cups granulated sugar, 1 cup rich 
milk, butter size of walnut, 1 tablespoon vanilla, meats from 1 pound 
walnuts. % 

Boil briskly, stirring constantly, 15 to 20 minutes, until makes 
soft ball in cold water. Remove, add vanilla and nuts. Beat and 
pour out like fudge. 

Mrs. K. H. Roby, Jr. 
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RELISHES 


PICCALILLI 


Tomatoes green. Lj as many onions as tomatoes, 1⁄4 as many 
green peppers as onions. 

Grind and soak separately over night in salt water. In morning 
drain and cook in sweetened and spiced vinegar (1 cup sugar to 1 
quart vinegar), 2 teaspoons ground cloves, 2 teaspoons cinnamon 
(tie cinnamon and cloves in bags, leaving room for swelling). Cook 
for few minutes until changes color, then drain and put in jars 24 
full and fill jars with fresh sweetened and spiced vinegar. 1 teaspoon 
mustard seed and 1 teaspoon celery seed to each jar after cooked. 

Mrs. F. C. Roby. 


GREEN TOMATO PICKLES 


L4 peck green tomatoes, 4 peck white onions. 
Slice; cover with 1 handful salt. Tie in cloth and drain over night. 
Sauce for same: 1 teaspoon mustard seed, 1 generous pinch red 
pepper, 1 tablespoon tumeric, 1 teaspoon ground mustard, 34 pound 
brown sugar. Add cider vinegar to cover and boil almost 30 minutes. 
Dilute vinegar if necessary. 
Mrs. R. O. Rosen. 


END OF SEASON PICKLES 


2 quarts green tomatoes chopped, 1 quart ripe tomotoes chopped, 
3 heads celery, 3 red, 3 green sweet peppers, 3 large onions, 1 small 
head cabbage, 1 cucumber (preferably ripe), sprinkle with % cup salt. 
Let stand over night and then drain. 3 pints vinegar, 2 pounds 
light brown sugar, 1 teaspoon mustard, 1 teaspoon pepper. Cook 
until transparent, about 1 hour. 
Mrs. W. T. Wells. 


CUCUMBERS 


Peel and scrape out big seeds, run through meat chopper (use 1 
quart), 1 quart green peppers and 1 quart onions (after through 
grinder). 

Mix and add salt. Let stand over night. Drain dry, pour over 
2 quarts boiling vinegar and bottle. 

Mrs. J. M. Allen. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


MUSHROOMS UNDER GLASS 


1 pound mushrooms, 1 teaspoon butter, 1 cup cream, 6 slices 
toast, salt, pepper. 

The mushroom bells are made of fireproof glass. 1 pound large 
fresh mushrooms, peel and remove stems. Saute the mushrooms in 
butter, salt and pepper one minute, add 1 cup cream тет ten 
minutes. Put the toast which has been toasted “OA ide in the 
wappies, cover with the mushrooms, pour the liquor over, put on 
the covers. Bake from 15 to 20 minutes. Serve without removing the 
bells. А 

Mrs. W. Н. Taft, New Haven, Conn. 


JELLIED APPLES 


Pare and core good cooking apples leaving a band of peel 
around center of apple. Fill cavity with cinnamon drops, add a little 
water. Bake. Pour over apples the juice, which should jelly. 

Mrs. Asa S. Bushnell, Springfield, Ohio. 


WELSH RAREBIT 


1 pound cream cheese (melt first), add good cream sauce, 2 eggs 
beaten together, 1 glass beer with 2 teaspoons mustard in it, salt and 
red pepper. 

Mrs. William Chenoweth. 


PEAR MARMALADE 


12 large pears, 1 package figs, 3 oranges, half the amount of sugar. 
Pare and pass the fruits through a grinder and cook until thick. 


Put in tumblers. 
Mrs. Е. A. Denz. 


NEVER FAIL EGG OMELETTE 


5 eggs, 3 tablespoons milk to each egg, % teaspoon corn starch 
mixed in with the milk, big pinch salt. 

Beat whites very light, beat yolks, mix with corn starch, etc., 
then stir in whites. Have spider very hot, with big lump melted butter 
in it. Put in hot oven. Cook about 10 minutes. 

This will serve four people. 

Edith N. Durfee. 
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BOMBAY CURRY 


1% tablespoons curry powder, 1 clove garlic, 2 tablespoons olive 
oil, 1 pint soup stock. 

Fry the garlic (or onion) in the olive oil until brown, and add 
soup stock, then curry powder. Put this into a stone jar and set it 
on the back of the stove, covered, to cook slowly, all day—then 
take 1 large potato, 1 carrot, 1 onion, several sticks celery and any 
other vegetable you like, turnip or cabbage or sweet potato. Chop 
or grind fine and fry in bacon grease, with bacon until well browned. 
Mash all thisythrough the colander and add to the stock and curry. 
It may be necessary to add more stock. Let all this cook slowly 
in the stone jar all day. Add salt and red pepper to taste. 

Have whatever meat you wish to use with the curry cooked, and 
cut into dice. 

Cook the Tice carefully, drain and keep hot over a steaming pot 
of water. 

Heat the curry, and pour into it the heated milk of a cocoanut, 
put in diced meat or egg or fish and let come to a boil. 

Pile the rice in a circle on a hot platter, and put the curry in 
the center. 

With this serve, in small dishes, so that each person may take 
a teaspoonful to sprinkle over the curry and rice. 

Chutney: Either mango or peach, peanuts ground fine, yolk 
of egg (grated), bacon (ground fine), onion (ground fine or fried and 
ground fine), and Bombay dux (ground fine). 

Mrs. C. B. T. Moore. 


CHEESE PIE SOUFFLE 


Cut or grate Swiss or brick cheese fine to cover the bottom of 
pan. Beat 2 eggs with % cup cream or milk, add a pinch of salt and 
a little cayenne. Pour the mixture over the cheese and bake in one 
crust in a moderate oven about 20 minutes. 

Very good with the salad course. Must be eaten warm. Can be 
baked in patty pans. 

Mrs. E. A: Denz. 


LEMON BUTTER 
3 eggs, 1 cup sugar, lump of butter size of egg, juice of 1 lemon. 
Mrs. O. B. Gorin. 
OLIVE SAUCE 


(To Serve with Mutton Chops or Game) 
Boil olives 30 minutes, remove stones, chop fine. For every 10 
olives make one cup of medium white sauce, using a mixture of stock 
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and olive liquor (half of each). Season highly with paprika, с 
salt, etc. When sauce boils add the finely chopped olives and se: 
Mrs. С. C. Andrews. | 


SANDWICH FILLING 


7 pound cream cheese, 4 hard boiled eggs, 1 pimento, 1 green 
pepper, % Spanish onion. 
Put all together through the food chopper. Add pepper and salt 
to taste. Mayonaise to blend. Spread without butter. | = 


Mrs. W. T. Wells. 


EDINBORO MARMALADE 


Pour 1 quart cold water on 4 pounds loaf sugar, let it boil 15 
minutes, skimming well Then add 4 pounds nicely sliced apple 
(Pippin or some fine grained apple, perhaps Jonathan), add grated 
rind of 4 lemons. 

Let simmer, stirring well until the apple is cooked fine and 
smooth. Then add the juice of the 4 lemons. Boil fast and stir all 
‘the time until it forms a thick marmalade. Altogether boil about two 
hours. Put in glasses. 

Mrs. L. L. Haworth. 


% ORANGE MARMALADE 


3 oranges, 2 lemons, 1 grape fruit, 12 cups water, 9 cups sugar. 
Use the pulp of the grape fruit, 1 orange and 1 lemon. Dice the 
rest of fruit with peeling on very fine. Add 12 cups of water 
and let simmer 2% hours. Then add 9 cups of sugar and let cook 
until the consistency of jelly. This makes about one dozen glasses. 
Mrs. C. Martin Wood. 


HOT TAMALIES 


4 tomatoes, 4 green sweet peppers cut up fine after removing 
seeds, % cup rice, % cup butter, salt and pepper to taste. Cook all 
together. | А 

Jeannette Rogers. 
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FLOURISHING AFTER THE GREAT WAR 1913-1934 


THE LITTLE BROWN BOOK OF RECIPES, PAGE 33 (BACK COVER) 
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THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY SERVICES 
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Portable Traffic Lights on Church and Eldorado Street, 1937 


n March 1935, St. John’s called a new supply 

rector, Rev. William Wesley Daup. Rev. 

Daup was born in 1880, in Mansfield, Ohio. 
Unfortunately, his father, John Daup, died when 
William Wesley was only seven years old. After 
his father’s death, William Daup attended 
Howe Military Academy. Located in Northeast 
Indiana, this school was a preparatory school 
for young men who wanted to seek ordination 
in the Episcopal Church. His education was 
extensive, earning degrees from Hobart College 
in Geneva, New York, Texas A&M University 
in College Station, Texas, and the Episcopal 
Theological Seminary of Virginia. 


He had been in charge of several churches in 
Indiana and Texas. Coming from Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, he and his wife immediately won the 
parishioners’ hearts, becoming quickly involved 
in the many aspects of the church and the 
community. 


Rev. Daup was welcomed to St. John’s on the 
same Sunday that Rev. Leo L. Duerson became 
pastor at First Congregational Church directly 
across Church street. The relationship between 
the neighboring pastors would remain strong 
throughout the tenure of Rev. Daup. 


William Wesley Daup, Circa 1895 
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Father Wesley Daup, 1925 - Elkhart, Indiana 


Mrs. Ada Daup immediately became immersed 
in almost every aspect of St. John’s. She was very 
interested and experienced in regional events 
and traveled extensively to fulfill diocesan 
committee duties. The Daups were also aware 
and adept with community issues and their 
impact on St. John’s. Rev. Daup was spiritually 
enlightened and had helped train many young 
men for the ministry. 


(( 


“Rev. Daup Was 
Welcomed To St. John’s On 
The Same Sunday That Rev. 
Leo L. Duerson Became Pastor 
At First Congregational 
Church Directly Across 
Church Street.” 


Mrs. Daup jumped in and used her talents to 
help the church guilds and other organizations. 
She enthusiastically designed lessons for St. 


John’s Guild, such as the study of ‘the Orientals,’ 
even working with a woman of Chinese decent 
from Millikin to enhance the course. Later, she 
prepared lessons about Native American and 
Mexican cultures. She helped the guild 


examine the current Diocesan 


Forward Movement. 


St. John’s parishioners expanded 
their knowledge of the world 


congregation to look beyond their community. 
He suggested that “our friendships, our loyalties, 
our thoughtfulnesses may change the whole 
world for others. We are richer for what we give.” 


Although the Altar Guild had only 
recently been revitalized, Mrs. Daup 
became an avid member and 
soon used her sewing skills to 

help complete many beautiful 


through the Daups. Mrs. "St. John's Parishioners items. The newly formed 
Daup thrived on presenting Expanded Their Knowledge Guild felt that their first need 
new cultures to St. John's was а new green chasuble. 
parishioners. For example, she Of The World шаш Тһе They imposed dues upon 
authored the 1935 Christmas Daups. themselves so the money could 


pageant entitled “The Way to 

the Manger” which presented 

Christmas ideas апа traditions 

through the eyes of children throughout 

the world. Nearly 40 children were involved, and 
the vested Boys’ Choir was included. Rev. Daup's 
Christmas message encouraged the St. John’s 


go towards replacing items. Mrs. 

Daup used her administrative 

talents to help the organization move 
along. 


In 1935, the vestry voted to allocate $600.00 
for church repairs. With Rev. Daup’s guidance, 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL AND EPISCOPAL CHURCHES WELCOME NEW PASTORS 


St. Johns Episcopal church and First 
Congregational church, which stand on 
opposite corners at the intersection of 
North Church and West Eldorado streets, 
both welcomed new pastors Sunday. Both 
men, who now will be neighbor pastors, 
came from Nebraska. Rev. W. W. Daup, 
new rector of St. John’s Episcopal church, 
claims Omaha, Nebraska, as his home city, 
although he has not lived there for several 
years. Rev. Leo L. Duerson came to Decatur 
from Ashland, Neb., to succeed Rev. A. L. 
Eddy at First Congregational church. Rev. 
Mr. Daup and his wife arrived Saturday 
from Ft. Wayne, Ind., where they have been 
for two months because of severe illness of 
a relative of Mr. Daup. They will be at Hotel 
Orlando until they find an apartment. 
The rectory will not be used until it can be 
redecorated and extensive repairs are made. 


ATTENDED MILITARY SCHOOL 


The new St. John’s rector is a graduate of 


The Decatur Herald. March 11, 1935. 


St. John’s Guild and St. Martha’s Guild decided 


Howe Military school, Hobart college in 
Geneva, N. Y., and Virginia seminary in 
Alexandria, Va. He has a degree from A. 
and М. college at College Station, Tex., and 
for ten years was a student pastor there. 
Mrs. Daup and Rev. Mr. Daup together took 
graduate work at A. and M. college, which 
had 3,000 students. It was a state college, 
and each denomination was represented 
by student pastors and their wives. Last 
year Rev. Ми Daup was in Houston, Tex., 
to do rehabilitation work as pastor for the 
Christ church, a big downtown church 
with a membership of 1,400. Rev. Mr. Daup 
was a member of the standing committee 
of the diocese of Dallas, which is a high 
honor in the Episcopal diocese order. Mrs. 
Daup was one of the two women permitted 
to serve on the bishops council and had 
charge of extension work of that diocese. 
This work included a missionary type of 
Sunday school instruction through the 


The 


tableaux 


mail, for families in communities that had 
no church. Mrs. Daup is trained to assist 
in Decatur with church school work and 
religious education activities. 


Rev. and Mrs. Leo L. Duerson and their 
three children have moved into the 
Congregational manse formerly occupied 
by Rev. A. L. Eddy, now of Madison, 
Wis. Rev. Mr. Duerson has degrees from 
Oberlin, and Yale. Rev. and Mrs. Duerson 
will be honored at 7:30 p. m., Thursday 
in a reception at the church, to which all 
friends and members are invited. 


St John’s church will have Holy 
Communion at 7:30 а. m., Wednesday and 
10 а. т., Friday, and evening prayer at 7:30 
р. т., Wednesday and Friday. There will be 
avisitation of the Bishop next Sunday. The 
calendar for the week is one of the heaviest 
this church has observed for some time. 


presentation began 


with 


to “beautify” the Parish Hall and began several 
projects. Rev. Daup reorganized the acolytes, 
and eventually instituted a 10:45 A.M. service. 


One of the first activities in which the 
Daups were immediately involved was 
the 80th Anniversary Celebration 
held іп 1935. Several activities 
were planned for the evening 
celebration. Members of St 
John's congregation put 
together a series of “tableaux” or 
dramatic scenes to demonstrate 
the parish's memorable activities. 
Eighty candles were placed and 
lit on an historical old church cross. 
This cross was significant as it was one 

of the first crosses on a public building in 

the city. While acolytes Harry Jones and John King 
lit the candles of the cross, Mayor Harry E. Barber 
and Freeman Wilmeth sang, "In the Cross of Christ I 
Glory." The doxology followed. 
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"E ighty Candles Were Placed 
And Lit On An Historical Old 
Church Cross." 
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reproducing the first Episcopal service held in 
Decatur, which was held in the old Masonic Hall 
on November l4th, 1855. Another scene was 
the first children's public Christmas tree in 
Decatur, which occurred in 1858. The 
tableaux Christmas tree was hung 
with popcorn strings, cranberries, 
and animal cookies, and the 
children who gathered around 
it wore pantalets and poke 
bonnets. During this scene, 
Mrs. Byron Merris sang, "Holy 
Night, Silent Night" A somber 
scene was the burning of the 
mortgage of the present church 
building in 1912. 


Mrs. Daup had arranged the costumes 
along with Mrs. A. E. Suleeba and Mrs. Ira Busher. 
The costumes were of unusual interest and 
typical of the time represented. 


During the event, a crowd filled the parish 
hall. A display of old quilts and an old- 
fashioned tea service were other features of 
the evening. Many of the table appointments 
were as much as 100 years old. A richly 
embroidered tea cloth, а silver 
bowl, a colonial bouquet of roses 
and chrysanthemums, an old- 
fashioned cake stand and 
pewter service carried out the 


“Mrs. Daup's Knowledge 


of its beauty and how grateful they were for the 
Altar Guild's presentation. 


Mrs. Daup’s knowledge and reputation soon 
made her a requested speaker throughout 
the community. One of her popular 
speeches was on symbolism. іп 
the church. She presented it to 
several organizations, most 
notably the City Panhellenic 
Council. 


ere sed a 4005 And Reputation Soon 

She related that every figure 
props and heavier duties that Made Her A Requested and color used in 2. 

i Speaker Throughout The 

evening were Ira Busher and p ^ decoration had been put there 
Haworth Simpson. The evening Community. for some reason because it 
was considered a success by all. had a symbolic meaning. She 
In 1936, the Altar Guild proudly explained that symbolism could be 


presented the "Agnus Dei" chasuble to the 

church that Mrs. Daup had beautifully made 
and embroidered. After the presentation, the 
garment was on display at the back for all 
church members to see. The parishioners spoke 


traced back to pagan days, but now 
was evident in almost every walk of life, even 
in business with its trademarks and advertising 
pictures. She showed that symbols were used 
to supplement words. 
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CHURCH TO MARK [80]TH BIRTHDAY 


Program Arranged At St. John’s Episcopal for Friday. St. John’s 
Episcopal church will commemorate the [8o]th birthday of its 
founding in Decatur, with the junior young people’s service 


league giving a program at 7:30 p. m., Friday in the parish 
house. The church was begun in November, 1855. 


Seven tableaux of interesting and significant events in the 
long history of the church will be given, with costumes and 
scenery characteristic of the times depicted. 


One of the features will be the undergirding ора large cross 
with [80] candles, each candle standing for one year in the 
church history. 


Following the program a colonial tea will be served, and old 
quilts will be shown. 


Mrs. W. W. Daup is sponsor of the junior young people, who 
have arranged these seven tableaux: Reproduction of the 
first Episcopal service in the Old Masonic hall, 1855; first 
confirmation in the spring of 1858; first children’s Christmas 
tree ever sponsored in Decatur, 1858; wardens and vestrymen 
conduct Bishop Whitehouse to the first church consecration, 
1862; presentation of deed for site of the church, 1889; laying 
of comer stone for present church, September 1890; first 
wedding in the new church June 8, 1892. 


The Decatur Herald. November 14, 1935. 


Many church symbols such as the cross, the 
lamb, the candles and their light, and even 
colors meant specific ideas. Another common 
example could be the grapevines seen 
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“During The Late 1930s, 
The Ladies Of St. John’s Guild 
And The Altar Guild Spent 
Much Time Taking Care Of 
Groups Within The Church, 
And Their Regular 
Activities.” 


frequently in stained glass windows ог wall 
decorations and suggested Christ as the main 
branch, and the church members as the side 
branches. 


During the late 1930s, the ladies of St. John's 
Guild and the Altar Guild spent much time 
taking care of groups within the church, along 
with regular activities. Since both groups were 
concerned with the acolytes' vestments, cedar 
closets were purchased to keep those items 
fresh. Acolyte pillows were made and decorated. 
St. John's Guild made cottas for the junior choir 
and purchased music for the choir. Mrs. Valette 
Barnes personally gave 50 prayer books and 80 
hymnals to the congregation. 


The guilds even took on new church refurbishing 
projects. St. John's Guild repaired the doors on 
all three vestibules, painted the south vestibules, 
painted the study's walls and floor, painted the 
entrance hall to the ambulatory, and refinished 
the tower walls of the church. They financed 
much-needed work on the windows and the 
roof, where a large, loose piece of corrugated 
tin had become unstable and dangerous. They 
finished their project by purchasing kneelers for 
the pews. St. Martha's Guild requested that the 
old church floor be made safe by removing a 
large air register. 


Even with all this work, regular activities, such 


S 


Father Daup Holding Chalice, 1937 
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Eldorado Street With Cars, Circa Late 


1930S 


as sewing or preparing for services did not 
seem to suffer. During 1937, Mrs. Haug alone cut 
1920 garments for Decatur and Macon County 
Hospital. Special events were held. Card parties 
were given by the Altar Guild to make 
money and 5% John's Guild 
sponsored a Young Peoples’ 
Conference held at St. 

John’s. 


(( 


Rev. Daup fully supported 


five comforters, ten trousers, 
two bathrobes, two snowsuits, 
29 baby articles, 39 shorts, 13 
rubber pants, 118 shoes, 94 hose, 
93 underwear, 38 topcoats, and 
one suit. Rev. Daup's vision had 
extended the guild's operations 
to d wider field. 


As Department Chair of the 
Diocesan Department of 
Missions and Church Extensions, 
Rev. Daup wanted more done to 
encourage unchurched persons 
in the rural areas of the nation. 
He felt that Southern Illinois with 
its many missions deserved 
help. 


In the Diocese of Springfield 
Annual Report Father Daup 
suggested that the city churches 
offer classes during the Lenten 
season to promote resolutions 
and special projects that could 
draw in the persons from the 
rural areas. He concluded, “If we 
wish to preserve the family as 
a social as well as a Christian 
institution, we will give more 
thought and service to the Church in these 
communities.” 


The Altar Guild had several significant events 
during 1937. First, they wrote a constitution 
that described the Guild’s activities and 
protocol. Several issues were clarified. 

For instance, they were instructed that 

no flowers except those on the casket 

or altar should be brought into the 


the wide variety of “Mrs. Daup Requested That church proper for a funeral service. 
activities that the They Purchase A Tabernacle In All others should be placed in the 
women's organizations Which To Keep The Host On vestibules. In other business, Mrs. 
were promoting. Even The Altar” Daup requested that they purchase 
though guilds usually : a tabernacle in which to keep the 


worked primarily for their 

home churches, in January 

1937, St. John’s Guild made 

garments at the Red Cross's request 

for flood victims in Southern Illinois. They sent 25 
sweaters, 12 dresses, 14 blouses, seven blankets, 
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host on the altar. It was decided that 
this would be dedicated collectively to 
mothers of the guild members. 


Also, they completed a project that had been 
started by members of the Altar Guild thirty- 


Rare Chalice, 2020 


two years before. At that time, several St. 
John’s women sold their jewelry and donated 
bits of silver to provide funds and metal to 
wrought a beautiful eleven-inch silver chalice 
for communion. It was fashioned by silver 
craftsmen who were the only ones to know that 
type of metal carving. Those artists had since 
died, leaving this chalice as one of their rare 
pieces of work. 


In 1936, the chalice was redesigned. The new 
rendition included jewels being placed around 
and in the silver filigree. Mrs. Daup and Mr. 
Eisenstadt of the notable St. Louis Eisenstadt 
Jewelry Company worked together to design a 
pleasing outcome. 


The company was enlisted to set diamonds, 
pearls, amethyst, and turquoise jewels around 
the base of the chalice contributed by Mrs. 
Cynthia Crawford, Mrs. W. J. Grady, Mrs. George 


EPISCOPALIANS DEDICATE $1,000 CHALICE 
TODAY 


~. The chalice to be used for communion is a silver one wrought 

from bits of silver collected by the congregration and its newly 
encrusted jewels are memorials... Eleven inches tall, the base 
groove of this chalice is filled with turquoise, the 41. H. S.” spelled 
out in diamonds, the handles decorated with pearls, diamonds, 
opals and Russian topaz. A wide band of filigree silver, its grape 
design symbolizing the church, runs about the throat of the cup 
which is patterned after the “Chalice of Antioch.” [The] chalice 
together with a tabernacle given by the Altar guild of the church 
in memory of their mothers will be blessed by the bishop. 


Rare Cup Bedecked with Jewels, Fashioned 32 Years Ago 


Episcopalian churchmen today will dedicate a solid silver 
chalice studded with diamond, pearl, amethyst and turquoise 
jewels. The chalice is valued well in excess of $1,000, according 
to Mrs. E. B. Tyler, altar society worker at the Episcopal church. 


Thirty-two years ago Episcopal women in Decatur sold their 
jewelry to buy this cup. It was fashioned by silver craftsmen 
who were the only ones to know that style of carving. Since 
then these artists have died leaving this chalice as one of their 
rare pieces of work. 


Only this week parishioners received the valuable sanctuary 
piece from a St. Louis company which set the jewels around its 
base and stem. Rev. W. W. Daup will officiate at the dedication. 


The Decatur Herald. October 3, 1937. 


Simpson, Mrs. Ira Busher, Mrs. James Allen, Mrs. 
Frank Chapin, and Mrs. Frank Curtis. When it 
was finished, it was valued at over $1,000. In 
the summer of 1937, the chalice and a new 
tabernacle were given to the church by the Altar 
Guild in memory of their mothers and blessed 
by the Bishop. 


Note from the Authors: 


No additional information about this chalice has 
been uncovered at this time. The picture above 
was taken in 2020 and the cup is inscribed with 
the following memoriat "To the Glory of God апа 
in Loving Memory of Husband and Father John 
Kirkpatrick Warren. August, 1834. November, 1894. 
August 1896." The following article is reproduced 
from 1894 and provides context about the life of 
John Kirkpatrick Warren. 
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AT REST (REPRINTED FROM 1894) 


Impressive Funeral Of The Late Hon. John K. Warren at St. John’s Church. 


The last sad rites attending the 
interment of Hon. John K. Warren 
were observed yesterday afternoon. 
The impressive and beautiful funeral 
services were held at St. John’s Episcopal 
church at 2 o'clock in the presence of a 
very large assemblage of friends. The 
church was crowded, scores standing 
during the service, and. many being 
unable to enter. There was a large and 
beautiful display of rich floral offerings, 
many of special design, the tributes of 
relatives and friends. The chancel rail 
was draped in mourning and blooming 
plants were tastefully arranged in front. 
A bunch of white chrysanthemums 
marked the Warren pew which was 
unoccupied during the service. 


The pews at the right in front were 
reserved for the relatives, and those 
at the left for the Knights Templar. 
A selection was played by Organist 
Church while the remains which were 
in a richly draped black casket were 
brought to the chancel, followed by 
the widow and son, relatives, Rev. W. 
H. Prestley and the Knights Templar, 
and preceded by the ushers, honorary 
pallbearers, and the rector, Rev. F. N. 
Atkin. 


Rector Atkin read the Episcopal funeral 
service and the full surplice choir sang 
“Nearer My God to Thee,” and “Abide 
With Me.” 


Remarks By Rev. W. H. Prestley 


At the conclusion of the Episcopal 
service, Rev. W. Н. Prestley, pastor 
of the First Presbyterian church at 
Kankakee, and for many years pastor of 
the Decatur Presbyterian church with 
which Mr. Warren was identified for a 
long time in an official capacity, arose 
from his place in front of the chancel 
and facing the congregation paid an 
affecting tribute to his friend. He said 
in part: 


“On this sad occasion, dear friends, were 


Т to consult my own feelings 1 would feel 
better were! to sit quietly with those who 
weep and mourn, but a duty has been 
assigned me. Our lives were very closely 
associated for many years, and | thank 
God that 1 am permitted to say to you 
what impressions his life made upon 
my mind and my heart.” Mr. Prestley 
here made an affecting reference to 
the story of Jonathan and David. “The 
words of David about Jonathan came 
to me when the telegraph flashed the 
words to my home, ‘Mr. Warren died 
this morning.’ | felt as David did when 
һе said, 1 am distressed for thee my 
brother; thou hast been very pleasant 
unto me; thy love was wonderful.’ 
Remember the words of Christ, ‘What 
1 do thou knowest not now, but will 


hereafter.’ 


“Why was this brother taken from his 
home, from business, from the active, 
busy walks of life, from the church 
militant? A thousand other men might 
have been taken. Men walk the streets 
and say how can we spare this brother. 
Men look into each other's faces and 
tears fill the eye as they think of him, 
and realize that never again 
will they see his like, never 
again view his tender glance, 
nor hear his soft voice, nor 
feel again the warm clasp 
of his hand, that tender 
pressure which was the index 
to his sympathetic heart. 


“It is not necessary to speak 
of his identification with the 
railway interests of the city, 
of his great love for Decatur, 
and of what he has done for 
the manufacturing interests 
of the community. Read the 
records of Decatur as to its 
prosperity. See how much 
he was identified with the 
development of the city, and 
you will realize what his loss 


means, and no more will you have the 
benefit of his wise counsels. 


“As a man he was richly endowed with 
talents which the good God gives his 
children. Physically he was not great, 
but his mind was clear and strong. 
How gentle in mind, soft in the tones 
of his voice. How we were impressed 
with the greatness of the man - modest, 
never obtrusive, reticent, yet he was a 
man of great force of character, strong 
of will and firm of purpose and true 
to principle. When John K. Warren 
believed a thing to be right, nothing 
could move him, and when he believed 
a thing to be wrong, nothing could 
induce him to do wrong, no matter how 
itwould affect him. He did right because 
it was right. He was a bundle of energy 
and when engaged in any undertaking 
he devoted himself unsparingly to the 
issue, day and night, denying himself 
sleep, and no one can say that anything 
inwhich he had a part, failed because of 
lack of energy on his part. 


“He was a man of wonderfully clear 
judgment. How many have gone to him 


— “м. 


John K. Warren, Undated 
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for counsel and advice. He gave his time 

cheerfully, and he was kind, generous 
and noble. The heart of the man was 
the true index of his life. How great he 
was! Не lived not for himself. He lived 
for us. Self was secondary with him. 
Did anything come up in his life, the 
question he would ask was, How will 
this affect the welfare and happiness 
of others? That was his first thought. 
In my 15 years or more of acquaintance 
with John K. Warren 1 never heard 
him utter one word of censure for any 
man, woman or child. * * The heart 
of man feeds largely on those things 
which influence the heart. Mr. Warren 
couldn’t help but think of others. It 
was his nature to do so. Oftentimes my 
own lips when they were about to utter 
a quick word were closed by his kindly 
touch. 


“Decatur has lost a great heart. You 
who knew him in his home, in business 
affairs, and in social circles realize 
what he was. The earth is poorer by his 
departure, and Heaven, thank God, is 
richer, is richer. 


“His marriage was an ideal one. In 
the 30 years of his wedded life John K. 
Warren never uttered a word to bring 
one pang to the heart of his wife, not 
one cross look, or one angry flash of the 
eye. He was ever kind, considerate and 
gentle. Let us think of that. It was the 
great heart and grand spirit of the man 
which thus influenced him all through 
his life. He was an ideal father.” 


“As a boy God laid his hand upon 
him very early. He was afflicted and 
he carried his infirmity with him to 
the end. His trouble changed 
his chosen vocation, but he 
learned his prayers and lessons 
of patience at his mother's knee. — 
His religion was deep-seated; it “ 
was not emotional. It influenced 
all his life, and were that mother Т 
whom he loved so well to rise 


up she would call him blessed. He 
was filial and he was devoted wholly 
to the church, performing his duties 
cheerfully and thoroughly, adorning 
the office he held. 1 leaned upon him. 1 
might be supposed that the close of such 
a life would be peaceful. He suffered, 
but in the midst of it all his eyes were 
watchful of every movement of those 
who were with him in the last hours. He 
was beloved of God. In his dying hours 
there was a manifestation to his heart 
and soul that produced a wonderful 
change upon his countenance that was 
so marked as to be observed by his wife 
who almost constantly watched his 
bedside. When the light faded from 
his face he said, 1 am at rest. 1 suffer 
no more.’ 


“So we rejoice that He giveth his beloved 
sleep. A new sepulchre has been opened 
for our friend. In your hearts also there 
is a new sepulchre, but let us not lay a 
cold stone upon it as our memory of 
him, but place upon it beautiful flowers. 
He has gone to God who loved him, to 
behold the unclouded face of his Savior 
and to dwell in that land and under 
those brighter skies where there is no 
sin, no sorrow, no suffering, no death.” 


Eminent Commander W. J. Wayne, 
Prelate Geo. W. Bright and Captain 
General Martin Herman read the 
burial service of the Knights Templar 
order, which was followed by the 
reading of this obituary by C. L. Hovey, 
representing the Knights Templar: 


John Knox Warren was born in Warren, 
Rhode Island, December 18th, 1834. He 
came to Macon county in the spring of 


1856. He received the symbolic degrees 
of Masonry in Macon Lodge No. 8, and 
the Chapter and Criptic degrees in 
Macon Chapter No. 21. He was created a 
knight of the illustrious order of the Red 
Cross, Sept. 28, 1882, and was dubbed a 
knight of the valiant and magnanimous 
order of Knights Templar and Knights 
of Malta of the order of St. John of 
Jerusalem, Oct. 19, 1892. He died Nov. 
19, 1894. In the various walks of life 
he was courteous, honorable and just, 
and in the duties of knighthood was, 
as in his lifetime, courteous. Well can it 
be said that a good and true man has 
fallen asleep. 


Rev. Mr. Prestley offered the closing 
prayer, and while the choir sang “Abide 
With Me,” the body was removed to the 
waiting hearse by the active pallbearers, 
who were Knights Templar - W. H. 
Starr, L. L. Burrows, Peter Loeb, Charles 
Armstrong, О. В. Gorin, Н. F. May, J. M. 
Maris and J. М. Clokey. The honorary 
pallbearers were W. J. Quinlan, J. 
К. Race, J. E. Bering, L. Burrows, W. 
R. Scruggs, Samuel Winholts, E. A. 
Gastman and W. B. Chambers. 


The cortege was formed under the 
supervision of the funeral director, 
J. В. Bullard. It was quite large, and 
moved in this order: Platoon of police, 
honorary pallbearers, Mayor and city 
officials іп carriages, Beaumanoir 
Commandery No. 9 Knights Templar, 
in full uniform, hearse, relatives and 
friends. At Greenwood the Knights 
Templar ritual service was read and 
young ladies placed flowers in the 
grave. The dismissal prayer was offered 
by Rev. Е. N. Atkin. 


Among friends present from 
a distance were Judge Whig 
„ Ewing, of Chicago; Insurance 
` Commissioner Durfee, о) 
Springfield; R. B. F. Pierce and J. 
, 5. Lazarus, of the 1. D. & W road, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
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A Personal Tribute - A tribute from a 
friend of many years is given below: 


“Look Thou Character” 


A true friend, a noble man and a worthy 
citizen was called to the higher spheres 
when the spirit of John Warren left 
his mortal encasement last Sunday 
morning. There has been no death here 
for many years causing such general 
regret, such a sense of personal loss 
as does his. Yet, while this is true, we 
are pleased to turn from our grief and 
contemplate the endearing qualities 
of him we mourn. Materialists are 
accustomed to speak of idealists in 
terms of indulgent pity or contempt 
and frequently the name denotes a 
character so impracticable as to be 
of little importance as a factor in the 
problem of life, but when high ideals are 
cherished and worked up to by practical 
methods, then do we see the perfect 
type of Christian manhood. Mr. Warren 
fashioned his life on lofty models and 
was none the less a business man that 
he “hitched his wagon to a star.” 


Though so much engaged with his 
several occupations he yet found time 
for the amenities of social life, and his 


kindly interest in, and gentle courtesy, 
to all sorts and conditions of men, will 
be long remembered and prove an 
inspiration for others. Few men had his 
gift of memory or conversational power. 
Endowed with an analytical intellect, he 
could give the gist of a book or theory 
with terseness and perspicuity. His wit 
was of that pleasant and sparkling 
order that pleases but leaves no sting. 
His wide orbited mind had been 
cultivated by extensive reading and 
gleaning from varied literature. These, 
however, were but the adornments of 
his fine personality. Beyond them was 
an individuality so strong and forceful 
as to stamp itself deep in the hearts of 
his friends and on the life of his city. 
Everyone who knew [him] respected 
Mr. Warren as а man of high morals, of 
integrity and honor; he was no “honesty 
is the best policy” or expediency man, 
but one whose moral ethics was based 
on the eternal verities. 


A friend who had known him for forty 
years said to-day: “John Warren was 
the truest and best of friends, and 
altogether the most unselfish man 
1 ever knew.” Such a tribute can be 


given to very few and so modest was 
Mr. Warren, that were he permitted to 
know his friend’s estimate, he would be 
surprised, for he had dignity and reserve 
that repressed, rather than encouraged 
commendation, and so, while he bore 
himself bravely in the storm and stress 
of life, his was not the nature to think 
he had attained his highest ideals, but 
rather one to say with the poet: 


“Build thee more stately mansions, O 
my soul, 


As the swift seasons roll! 
Leave thy low vaulted past! 


Let each new temple nobler than the 
last, 


Shut thee from heaven with a dome 
more vast, 


Till thou at length art free, 


Leaving thy outgrown shell by life's 
unresting sea." 


In the life of such a man there is a lesson 
beyond all precept, and his friends have 
most precious memories to console 
them, since so fine a life was crowned 
by a glorious christian death. - E. M. B. 


i 


© MMC 


St. John's Nave, Circa 19308 


STABLE RECTORS AND BUSY GUILDS 1935-1944 


245 


Christmas Eve, 1937, was made more impressive 
by the pageant presented by St. John's 
parishioners. Mrs. Daup wrote and produced 
“Honoring the Christ Child.” It was given in the 
church proper, and approximately 50 persons 
took part in front of a packed audience. The 
most memorable part of the play was when 
“a parchment star fastened to a wire high up 
was drawn by а little girl the full length of the 
church, followed by the Wise Men.” The Daups' 
dedication to St. John’s was reflected through 
the narration of the story. The Springfield 
Churchman recorded: 


As the Wise Men of old gave of their richest 
treasures in response to the highest 
inspiration in their lives, so our members 
have this year given of their wealth and time, 
working to the end that their Church might 
be at Christmas time, a place of Peace on 
Earth, a place as worthy as their hands could 
make it, in which to Celebrate the Birthday 
of the Prince of Peace. So many new things 
of beauty, sacredness and inspiration have 
been added that it made Christmas a new 
dedication. 


The women of St. Martha's Guild 
continually looked for ways to 
make money to fund projects. In 
1938, St. Martha's Guild received 
commission for any sales of 
the book, Canoe Country, by 
Florence Page Jaques and 
Francis Lee Jaques. 


Mrs. Jaques lived in Decatur 

until she married, and Мг. 

Jaques, who illustrated the book, 

was an artist for the American 
Museum of Natural History in New York. 
Critics everywhere had given the book the 
highest praise for both text and illustrations. 


With their extra funds, St. Martha’s Guild 
also worked hard to improve the physical 
surroundings of St. John’s. They purchased 
new carpet for the church, refinished the floors, 
redecorated the interior walls, refurbished the 
west entrances, and purchased new lighting 
fixtures. The church women made other 
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“Christmases With The Daups 
Became Special Events At St. 
John’s.” 


CANOE COUNTRY 


FLORENCE JAQUES 
ILLUSTRATIONS BY FRANCIS LEE JAQUES 


Jaques' Canoe Country, 1938 


improvements including buying a new vacuum 
cleaner, a new vestment case, new chairs and 
rugs, and new servers’ cushions. They renovated 
the sacristy and choir room. Also, they cleaned, 
refinished, and redecorated several walls. 


Christmases with the Daups became special 
events at St. John's. In 1938, a large community 
Christmas pageant was presented іп the 
Masonic Temple. The Episcopal Service 
was used ав а representative 
Christian service, and many of 
the parishioners, acolytes, and 
the rector took part. In 1939, Mrs. 
Daup wrote a third Christmas 
pageant entitled, “The 
Birthday of the King.” Again 
many people participated 
and the community and parish 
applauded her efforts. 


The guilds continued to be strong 

forces in the church. The Altar Guild 

began an Ecclesiastical Embroidery 
class and supported their efforts by selling 
salad dressing, bakery goods, and having 
card parties. Mrs. Mueller gave a steam table, 
coffee urn, and refrigerator to St. John's Guild 
to help their efforts in serving meals to various 
organizations. They collected nearly 150 decks of 
cards to send to veterans' hospitals. The groups 
improved the rectory and began to think about 
changing the reredos. St. John's Guild dressed 


Church School Program 
St. ов Episcopal Church 
EASTER—-4:00 P. М. 


Organ Prelude 


Processional—''Come, Ye Faithful” 


Basten Story. ЕТТЕР ТЕ ЛЛА РН RECTOR 
Chant—''Christ Our Раззоуег”........В. G. Monk 
Creed and Prayers 


Carol—''Golden Harps Are Sounding”......... 
ШЕРІН И al sae Arthur Sullivan 


БА aed from Africa" and Negro Spiritual 
"Steal Away" 


Offertory-—''Easter Morning". . . . Wm.: Luton Wood 
Mary Kathryn Merris 


Doxology 
Distribution of Flowers 

Old French Carol—Fifteenth Century 
Benediction 


Recessional—'"Jesus Christ Is Risen Today"... 
‚ (From Lyra Davidica) 


-Rachael Haug 


Organ Postlude 


Organist RACHAEL HAUG 
Director—MRS. BYRON MERRIS 


ee 


CHARACTERS IN 
“A VISITOR FROM AFRICA” 


Child from St, John's Church School. .Nancy Cannon 
Priesti 2.2... Кесбог of St. John’s Church 


Nurse, from St. pane Hospital, Raleigh, М. С... 
-...Miss Marian Suleeba 


Deaconess Crow, Liberia, Africa. . . Mrs. W. W. Daup 
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St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Beratur, Illinois 


Rector’s Laster Letter 


TO MEMBERS AND FRIENDS: 


One of the grand features of the thought of 
Eastertide is the Victorious Character of the Christian 


Life. 


We rejoice not only that spiritual death has been 
overcome, and, a Risen Lord, brings immortality to 
light, but also because Victory is assured to the Chris- 
tian over all spiritual foes. Not a temptation assails 
us that may not be conquered—not an evil habit, 
forcing itself upon us, that cannot be made a blessing 
—not a difficulty that may not be successfully met— 
not an affliction that will not strengthen hope—be- 
cause we have a Risen Saviour—One Who has risen 
above all these spiritual enemies as the Victor—the 
Conqueror of Sin as well as death. 


The Resurrection fact becomes very practical; it 
points us where to look for Victory in every hour of 
trial—and in every event of life looking unto JESUS, 
the Author and Finisher of our Faith. 


May this be the happiest Easter in your lives. It 
will be if you touch the CHRIST at His Holy Altar. 
I expect to do this and do so want all my people to 
do likewise. JESUS awaits your coming. May you 
rise with Him into that glorious Spiritual Life this 
Easter Day. 


WM. WESLEY DAUP. 


St. John’s Rectory, 1937. 


Easter Program 
MASS by THORNTON GREGORY 
6:00 A. M. 


Organ Prelude. ......... „Миз. G. В. Henderson 
Happy Morning” 


Processi 


lo God i Mercy" m .. Henry Smart 
Threefold Kyrie, Gradual, Gloria Tibi, Gratia Tibi 


(redo Бо а ааа URP PU UE Best 


Offertory — Anecie КОШ rhe Rock Away” 


Miss Virginia Bolin 
Doxology, Sursum Corda et Sanctus 
Benedictus Qui Venit et Agnus Dei 


Eucharistic Hymns— 


“At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing. . . . . Dykes 
"Shepherd of Souls”..............-... Dykes 
м DIt Barnby 


Recessional — "The Day of Resurrection" 


Mrs. G. R. Henderson 


MASS IN E FLAT BY HENRY W. B. BARNES 
10:45 A. M 

Organ Prelude -Mrs. С. В. Henderson 

Processional—' "Come Ye Faithful" 


Introit— 'Christ Our Passover’ 
"Threefold Kyrie, Gradual, Gloria Tibi, Gratia Tibi 


Сто EU pee ETE 2... Best 


Office Hymn— "Welcome, Happy Nome? 


Sermon— E RESURRECTION š RECTOR 
Offertory Anthem—‘‘Come See the Place Where 

the Lord Lay” Е .. -Read 
Doxology 


Sursum Corda et Sanctus 
Benedictus Qui Venit et Agnus Dei et Pater Noster 
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Arthur Sullivan 


Old Hymnal 


Berthold Tours 


Arthur Sullivan 
-Fred Schilling 


- Arthur. Sullivan 


Eucharistic Hymns— 
“At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing” 
"Angels Roll the Rock Away" 
Gloria in Excelsis 
Benediction et Dresden Amen 
Recessional — Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 
à - Lyra Dandia 
Me. G. R. Henderson 


Organ Postlude 


Organist—MRS. G. R. HENDERSON 
Director—MIss VIRGINIA BOLIN 


To Members of St. John’s Parish 


On Easter Day, the greatest feast day of the 
Church year, we look forward to the Easter Offering 
5 a help to us in meeting our financial needs. It is 
the only Special Offering that can be used for the 
needs of St. John’s Church, Decatur. All other Special 
Offerings are for Diocesan purposes. Our total indebt- 
edness of about $2,500.00, while not large as com- 
pared to most churches, is in greater part a matter of 
long standing. Heretofore, our Easter Offerings have 
helped us to meet current obligations, but have not 
been large enough to help reduce the larger and long 
standing obligations. It is our desire, and to the 
Church's interest that thid indebtedness be paid, so 
that we may use all of our resources in building up 
the Church and Church School. 


We have never been in a better position to go for- 
ward. Our Church is growing in numbers, our ser- 
vices are better attended, and a more lively interest 
is being taken, and with your financial assistance we 
can look forward to an even larger and more pros- 
perous St. John’s Church. 


Let not your giving be governed by what you 
have given in past years, or by what others have 
en, but let it be governed by what you can and 
wish to give. 


С: А, GILLE; 
Senior Warden, 


My Dear People: 
Let us give free reign to our joy. Let us sing and be glad. 


St. John’s Parish is in the best condition in years. Its organizations are 
most active and there is practically no debt to hinder its progress in the future. 


Many beautiful and useful memorials have been added. Several gifts of 
considerable value add to the dignity and beauty of the Church Services. 


Our beautiful Church puts us in a proper mood to Worship, a note 
recognized by the entire Community. 


With continued loyalty to the Priest and opening visions of a greater 
St. Johns, the future looks unusually bright. 


However, we shall respect our Parish and ourselves as members of the 
Parish in proportion as its value is evidenced in What it Gives rather than in 


What it Has. 


‘This is a busy season for all of us. But let the reason for it shine through 
all our busy-ness. The Saviour of the World is coming for us men and for ou 
Salvation. 


The real measure of our Christmas Joy depends upon the extent to which 
we are willing to receive the Christ-Child into ovr hearts. Let us make room 
for Him there. 


It is my earnest hope that each of you will make full use of the blessed 
opportunities of this Season. Come once more to the Holy Communion. 


Join that great happy throng on its way to the house of God and there in 
beautiful service and devotion, gratefully give your heart in prayer and adora- 
tion for the Christ and thus fill your soul to overflowing with Heaven’s bene- 
diction to make your Christmas joys complete. Attend all the services and 
invite your friends and neighbors. 


May we all have part in answering the wish and need of our Church 
for a generous offering in the enclosed Christmas envelope to be brought in this 
Christmas Season. Please do. ALL OFFERINGS, UNLESS OTHERWISE 
DESIGNATED, are for the Home of the Holy Child, Springfield. 


May the fullest measure of His Peace be yours this Season and through 
the coming year. 


YOUR FRIEND AND RECTOR 


Christmas 1938. 


thirty dolls for the Goodfellows Christmas store, 
which took nearly half a year for the women. 
St. John’s and St. Martha’s Guild collaborated on 
making cassocks and choir hats for the choir. 


By 1939, St. John’s United Thank Offering was the 
second largest in the diocese, and guests often 
visited during the guild business meetings. 
One surprise visitor was the Bishop. Sometimes 
salesmen came and demonstrated their wares. 
On one occasion, they saw a demonstration 
of an electric iron. They always had meetings 
and lessons. Several times, the lesson would 
consist of looking back at the women’s groups 
of the olden times and discussing what they 
had done. 


The vestry was also busy at this time. A motion 
was made to increase the size from 8 to 1 
members. A pressing matter was called to the 
vestry's attention in July of 1939. Rev. George S. 
A. Moore, son of the former rector of St. John's, 
had named the church in his will and wished to 
know the vestry's ability in guiding him during 
his final years. His estate consisted of two farms, 
two residences, a cottage, and several lots at 
Star Lake, Wisconsin, but his health was the 
most immediate concern. Rev. Moore wished to 
move back to Decatur to be under the care of 
St. John's. The vestry agreed to help Rev. Moore 
as they could. 


In November 1939, a terrible event 
occurred that would significantly 
affect St. John's parish. Rev. Daup, 
Mrs. Daup, and her mother were 
returning from a meeting of the 
Women’s Auxiliary of the Arch 
Deanery in Salem, Illinois, and 
were involved in a serious car 
accident. Rev. Daup suffered 


с 


“Rev. George 5. A. Moore, 
Son Of The Former Rector 
Of St. John's... Wished To 


St. John's From Church Street, Circa 1930s 


ability to work fell far short of his earlier days, 

as noticed by the vestry. Despite his recent 

accident, and the success he brought to his 

work at St. John's, the vestry decided that the 

tenure of Rev. Daup would end in August of 1940 
regardless of his wishes. 


All indications were that Rev. Daup 
was mentally exhausted by his 
recent conflicts at St. John’s 
and was physically challenged 

by his earlier car accident. 

In June 1940, he became 
seriously ill and traveled to 


Y ili Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
several broken ribs and a deep Know The Vestrys Ability In . y f 
. Guidine Him Durine His Minnesota, or treatment. 
cut on his head. Mrs. Daup was 5 g U : 
ў : 5 pon arrival, he was already 
severely bruised, but was able to Final Years. 


walk to a state penal farm a short 

distance away where she summoned 

help. Her mother was injured, and the three 
spent several days in the hospital at Vandalia. 
On the surface, it appeared that they would 
fully recover, but that did not happen. Rev. Daup 
never again fully regained his strength, and his 


in crisis. Rev. Daup underwent 

kidney surgery on June 23rd, 1940, 

but did not improve. His long-time 

neighbor pastor, Rev. Leo L. Duerson of the First 

Congregational Church led a prayer service 
for his ailing friend on June 28, 1940. 


On June 28th, 1940, The Decatur Daily Review 
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REV. DAUP AT CRISIS; PRAYER SERVICE HELD 


A telegram received yesterday from Rochester, Minn., reported 
that Rev. W. W. Daup of St. John’s Episcopal, a patient at the 
Mayor clinic there, had arrived at a crisis in his illness. 


The telegram, sent by Mrs. Daup to members of the 


congregation, asked that a prayer service be held for the ailing 
pastor. Rey. Leo L. Duerson of the First Congregational church 
led the prayer service last night, which was also attended by 
Rev. Charles E. Shike of Springfield, executive secretary of the 


Illinois Church council. 


The Decatur Herald. June 28, 1940. 


announced the sad news to the community. 
“Rev. William Wesley Daup, 53, rector of St. John’s 
Episcopal church, died at 2:05 A. M. today in the 
Colonial Hospital in Rochester, Minnesota, where 
he had been seriously ill the past 10 days.” 


Requiem High Mass was celebrated for Rev. 
Daup on July 2nd, 1940. The community service 
was held at St. John’s, where the body lay in 
state. Acolytes with red and white cassocks 
respectfully stood vigil all night. At the funeral, 
special places were reserved for the Decatur 
Ministerial Association, the Decatur Church 
Council, the Rotary Club, the Vestry, the Church 
School Faculty, the Altar Guild, the Guild Auxiliary, 
and St. Martha's Guild. Pallbearers were the 
clergy of the Springfield Diocese. The solemn 
and sad event would mark the closure of a 
highly successful rectorate. 


(( 


“Requiem High Mass Was 
Celebrated For Rev. Daup On 
July 2nd, 1940.” 


Beginning on July 6th, 1940, Rev. William Rueben 
Francis Thomas, the curate of St. Paul’s and St. 
Luke’s in Springfield, Illinois, began supplying 
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RITES TUESDAY FOR REV. DAUP 


Funeral services for Rev. William Wesley Daup, rector of St. 
John’s Episcopal church, will be conducted Tuesday morning 
in the church, with the Rt. Rev. John Chanler White, bishop of 
the Springfield diocese, in charge. The hour of the funeral will 


be announced later. 


The Rev. Mr. Daup, 53 died at 2:05 a. m. Saturday at the 
Colonial hospital in Rochester, Minn., where he had been a 
patient for 10 days. Monday he underwent an operation for 
a kidney ailment. 


In March, 1935, the Rev. Mr. Daup came to Decatur from 
Houston, Texas. During the five years he lived in Decatur he 
became prominent both in religious and civic affairs. 


He was especially interested in the Vacation Church school 
and the Illinois Church Council. He aided several young men 
in their preparation for the ministry. He was a member of the 
Masonic lodge and the Rotary club. 


The Rev. Mr. Daup was born in Crestline, Ohio. He graduated 
from Hobart college, the Virginia Theological Seminary, and 
Howe's Military academy, and was a student at Texas A. & М. 
before studying for the priesthood as a curate in the Trinity 
Episcopal church in Fort Wayne, Ind. 


His first charge was in Bryan, Texas. He was a member of the 


College of Preachers and several of his sermons have appeared 
in the publication of that organization. 


In 1914, the Rev. Mr. Daup married Ada Howard in Fort 
Wayne. Mrs. Daup survives. Also surviving are three sisters in 
Omaha and a brother, L. G. Daup of Los Angeles. 


The Decatur Herald. June 30, 1940. 


at St. John’s. On July 30th, it was announced 
that Rev. Thomas would be the new Rector of 
St. John’s. Rev. Thomas was selected based 
upon a positive recommendation by Diocese of 
Springfield Bishop John C. White. He was born 
in 1910 in Fishguard, Wales, and had only lived in 
the United States for a short time. His education 
consisted of a Bachelor's degree from St. David's 
College, Lampeter, Wales, a Bachelor of Divinity 
degree from Emmanuel College in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, Canada, and a Master's degree 
from Nashotah Seminary, Nashotah, Wisconsin. 
He was ordained for the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in 1940. 


Rev. Thomas was single and rented quarters 
at the Decatur Club. Therefore, St. John's 
temporarily converted the rectory next door 


Rey. William Thomas, 1940 


into a church office. 


As а result of Rev. Thomas’ extensive Anglican 
background, he brought traditional knowledge 
and customs to St. John’s. He was an excellent 
speaker and had already accomplished much in 


bless the flags of the Allied Nations. The music 
included “My Country ‘Tis of Thee; a Welsh 
melody entitled "Once to Every Man and Nation,” 
and the National Anthem. The recessional hymn 
was "The Church's One Foundation." The flowers 
on the altar were given in memory of Miss 
Florence A. Hinton, a St. John's parishioner who 
died during World War |. Members of the Civil Air 
Patrol (Squadron 617-2) and other organizations 
took part in the congregation’s flag dedication. 


As other rectors had done, when Rev. Thomas 
came to St. John's, he decided to make the 
Altar Guild one of his top priorities. The guild 
had been strong under the leadership of Rev. 
and Mrs. Daup. However, Rev. Thomas wanted 
to be sure that his services were in every way 
liturgically correct. He was much opposed 
to using anything unreal in the church. He 
especially disliked the newly acquired electric 
candles and the use of artificial flowers on 
the altar. During his tenure, the high altar was 
looked upon as being insufficient, although the 
remedy would not be found until 1945. 


Rev. Thomas had arrived in Decatur at a 
prosperous time. The community churches 
were healthy and active, with nearly 30,000 
residents attending the 1940 Easter Sunday 
services. St. John's was one of the fifty-nine 
churches representing every denomination, 
having Sunday services at 7:00 А.М, 8:30 АМ, 


the few months he had been in Diocese of and 10:45 AM. 

„ш А misfortune happened оп 
Two issues seemed to be с Armistice Day of 1940. A terrible 
uppermost for Rev. Thomas - “As A Result Of windstorm swept through 


the threat of war for the country 


Rev. Thomas’ Extensive 


Decatur, which destroyed the 


and his interest in being lighted cross on top of the 
liturgically correct. Of course, Anglican Background, bell tower. A new illuminated 
war predominated, and St. He Brought Traditional cross was then installed in 
John's parish was overcome Knowledge And Costoms December of 1940. The church 
by the national situation like the ae itself suffered from dust and dirt 
rest of the country. A parishioner To St. John's. following the storm and had to 


of St. John’s presented the church 

with the timely gift of the United 

Nations’ twenty-eight flags. Eight were 
hung in the nave, and the others were placed 
around the altar. 


A unique service was held to present and 


be cleaned. 


Thoughts of war continued to occupy 
the minds of those at home. As an example, the 
vestry discussed an unusual request to consider 
placing a practice rifle range in the basement 
of the church for use by the acolytes. This idea 
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was never implemented, and the parish youth 
continued in more traditional activities. 


St. John's parishioners were involved in many 
aspects of the parish and diocese during these 
years. 


One of the best known individuals was Mrs. 
Cynthia Crawford. The Springfield Churchman 
recounted an incident that reflected her spirit: 


Often it is the women of a parish who are 
its Living Churchmen. We saw and felt this 
stimulating presence of one of these - Mrs. 
Cynthia Crawford, Decatur — at the last U.T.O. 
presentation in Springfield. Mrs. Crawford 
is ninety-one; she wanted to attend; the 
women of St. John's Guild Auxiliary, thinking 
the trip too far and the day too strenuous, 
went without her; when the roll was called, 
Mrs. Crawford was there to stand up with the 
rest of them; she had come by taxi. One of 
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the last to leave the meeting, she was still 
radiant when her taxi headed for Decatur. 


Dressed in white, going every Sunday to 
the altar rail to make her Communion 
beneath the sanctuary light which 
was her gift Mrs. Crawford 
adds something to the glory 

of the service; while down 

in West Frankfort light falls 


"Mrs. Crawford Truly 


dinner, for instance that she gives annually 
for St. John's acolytes and their sweethearts 
and the official family of the Church. Her 
Churchmanship is not a thing apart; it is 
integrated with her daily living. 


Mrs. Crawford truly exemplified 
how important the guilds were to 
the church and the ladies who 
belonged to each of them. They 


on those  communing Exemplified How Important were an integral part of the 
in St. Marks through the The Guilds Were To The church and the community. 
stained glass windows . The guild members shared 
that she gave. She has not Church And The Ladies birthdays, illnesses, deaths, 
gone dragging through her Who Belonged To Each weddings and wedding 
years of parish and diocesan Of Them.” anniversaries, grandchildren, 


service, as too many of us do. 

She did not resign wearily after 

twenty years as Blue Box custodian, 

but, her spirit continuing, feted her workers 
with a luncheon. Mrs. Crawford is a genius 
at adding the joyous touch to service; the 


and other significant events in 

their lives. Bringing their sewing 
machines with them, they often met at 

the locations they were helping, such as the 
hospital, the Girls’ Welfare Home, or the Red 
Cross. They sustained their program by sewing 
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Church and Eldorado Streets With Lighted Cross, 1940 


the particular, if not unusual, supplies that each reading rooms, hospitals, and church schools 
organization needed, such as tablecloths, ether that could not provide those materials for 
towels, quilts, or goiter pads. Many times, they themselves. A gas stove and telephone were 
cut back on their lunchtimes to save time also installed. 


for their projects. Ж” "T 
Their ideas of church participation 


However, the women kept up with were expanding as well. During 


the changing times and began (C one of their meetings, they 
to modernize. On Sept. 24th, learned that a visitor from 
1940, St. John's Guild made "On April 7th, 1942, Rev. another town was on the 
a motion to rent a Victrola Thomas Married Mildred vestry of her church, and they 
to be used at the Parish Edna Kimball In The were quite surprised, as all the 
Picnic that was to be held at Cathedral Church Of St. vestry members at St. John’s 
Mueller Lodge. They rented the ©» were men. 

machine "so that young folk Louis. 


On April 7th, 1942, Rev. Thomas 

married Mildred Edna Kimball in the 

Cathedral church of St. Louis. After a 
vacation at the Chase Hotel, the new couple 
returned and moved into the rectory next door. 


could dance.” In October, the Altar 

Guild proudly boasted of its new iron 

used to press the rector's garments and 
acolytes' cottas. They collected books for the 
Periodical Club to supply reading material to 
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Many 1940s St. John’s weddings were held in 
the church, the study, the rectory, or homes. 
In that era, wedding ceremonies in Decatur 
were not so complicated for most people. The 
parents would announce the engagement 
and upcoming wedding a week before in 
the newspaper and on the appointed day 
the church would be filled with guests. The 
sanctuary would be simply decorated with 
favorite flowers and the organist played the 
wedding marches for entering and leaving. 
Many times, the bride would wear a “traveling 
suit with a lovely hat” as the bride and groom 
intended to leave on an afternoon train for a 
short honeymoon to another city. 


One of the oldest continuously attending 
families at St. John's was the Wheal family. In 
June of 1940, Miss Geraldine Wheal, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Wheal became the bride of 
Harold M. Phillips, Jr, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
M. Phillips, Sr. She specifically chose to marry 
at 7:30 AM. so the morning sunlight would 
be streaming through the chancel windows. 
Unfortunately, Rev. Daup was very ill and Rev. 
Jeremiah Wallace of Christ Episcopal Church, 
Springfield, read the vows in the presence of 
300 guests. 


Miss Rachel Haug played organ selections, and 
Miss Clara Burdick sang “Hold Thou My Hana" 
and "I Love You Truly.” 


Miss Wheal wore pink mousseline de soie and 
a short veil of pink illusion. She carried white 
roses and delphiniums. Her bridesmaid, Miss 


Lois Fitzgerald, wore blue chiffon and carried 
pink roses and sweet-peas, with a matching 
spray in her hair. Frances Lechleiter, as flower 
girl, wore white organdy trimmed with yellow 
bows over рае yellow, апа carried а colonial 
bouquet of yellow roses and snapdragons. 


The bride was given in marriage by her father, 
and Walter Phillips brother of the bride groom, 
was best man. Following the ceremony, a 
breakfast was served to the immediate families 
in a popular community center called the 
Holiday Tea Room. 


Geraldine Phillips died in 2018 at 97. The Phillips 
family still had family members attending St. 
John's їп 2020. Their son, Timothy, was on the 
2020 vestry as the Junior Warden. 
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Acolytes, 1940 


ACOLYTES MEET НЕКЕ FRIDAY 


Acolytes of the Springfield diocese of the Episcopal 
church will hold a convention at St John’s Episcopal 
church here Friday. All Saints’ day. About 100 altar boys 
and clergymen of the district are expected, according to 
Rev. W. F. Thomas, rector. Following a business meeting 
Friday afternoon, a supper will be served at 615 р. т. 
in the parish house. Solemn Evensong will be celebrated 
at 7:30 p. m. in the church. The public is invited to the 
ceremony. Attending the convention will be Bishop John 
Chanler White of Springfield. Rev. Mr. Thomas will 


preach at the evening service. 
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In 1942, St. John's Parish lost two special 
parishioners. One was Mrs. Cynthia Crawford, 
who died at the age of ninety-two. She would 
be most remembered for her dedication to 
the guilds, for donating her jewels for the new 
communion chalice in 1937, and for her final 
bequest that allowed St. John's to refurbish the 
organ. 


St John's also lost one of the last ties to the 
early church with the death of Miss Maude 
Burrows. Her father, Lowber Burrows, had been 
very active in organizing and sustaining St. 
John's. Through her life, she had been active in 


| 783 
Maude Burrows, 1934 


many aspects of St. John’s herself. She was a 
long-time president of the Women’s Guild and 
although she traveled extensively abroad, she 
had lavished St. John’s with much attention. 
During her tours to other countries, she often 
visited Episcopalian missions and was called 
upon to talk about her experiences when she 
returned. St. John's parish missed the attention 
and love of both of these talented women. 


With his education, background, and energy, 
Rev. Thomas was destined for a larger field 
of work. On February 17th, 1944, his departure 
from St. John’s was announced. Father Thomas 
resigned to become the rector of St. Paul's 
Church in Albany, Georgia. The new post was 
a much larger church with additional room for 
him to grow his talents and experiences. 


He would serve parishes in New York, Illinois, 
Georgia, Minnesota, Hawaii, and Pennsylvania 


REV. THOMAS WILL MARRY TODAY IN ST. 
LOUIS CATHEDRAL 


The marriage of Mildred Edna Kimbell of Springfield 
and. Rev. William R. F. Thomas of St. John's Episcopal 
church will take place today at 3:30 p.m. in the Cathedral 
of St. Louis, MO. 


Bishop John Chanler White of Springfield will perform 
the ceremony. The bride elect has been secretary for his 
diocese for the past 12 years. Mrs. Noval Holland, wife of 
Rev. Mr. Holland of St. Paul's church in Carlinville, will 
be her attendant. 


Sydney J. Topping, registrar of Nashotah Seminary of 


Wisconsin where Rev. Mr. Thomas received his bachelor 
of divinity degree will be best man. 


The reception is to be in the Chase hotel. The couple will 
be at home at the rectory on Eldorado street at the end 
of the week. 


Rev. Mr. Thomas is the son of Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Thomas 
of South Wales. He has been rector of St. John's since 
August, 1940, having come here from St. Paul's cathedral 
and St. Lukes church of Springfield. He attended 
schools in the British Isles and Canada before coming to 
the United States. 


The Decatur Herald. April 7, 1942. 


during his lifetime. During his 55 years in the 
ministry, Rev. Thomas served 22 years as a 
Vicar of St. John the Divine in Tomkins Cove, 
New York state, and when he retired was made 
Vicar Emeritus. 


Upon moving to Lancaster, Pennsylvania, he 
became Pastoral Associate at St. James Church 
and Chaplain and instructor of Comparative 
Religion at Linden Hall Girls School. He was also 
a certified psychiatric Social Worker in Rockland 
County and Chaplain of the Wayne Hose Fire 
Company of Stony Point, Pennsylvania. 


In 1995, he died at 84 in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
He was survived by his wife of 53 yeors, 
Mildred Edna Kimball two sons, and four 
granddaughters. 
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CHURCH TO GET BULK OF ESTATE 


St. John's Episcopal church of Decatur will receive the bulk 
of the estate of Mrs. Cynthia Etta Foster Crawford, estimated 
at not more than $38,500 in value, under provisions of a will 
offered for probate today in the Macon county court. 


In. her. will, Mrs. Crawford gives all of her jewelry and 
household furnishings to her cousin, Mollie Thompson 
Maxwell of Chicago, and a friend, Mrs. Florence Hatch 
Armstrong of Decatur. 


Cash bequests of $500 each are made to three cousins, 
Rebecca Maxwell Sinard of Chicago, Mrs. Sarah Elizabeth 
McGee of [Lauderdale], Fla., and Mrs. Roberta June Tabor 
of Sullivan. 


A bequest of $100 is made to Grant Slaughter, 541 South 
Water street, in appreciation for services. 


The remainder of the estate is left to St. John’s Episcopal 
church. 


Mrs. Cynthia Crawford, 1942 


In the original will, executed in 1932, the late Mrs. Crawford 
provided that with the exception of her cash bequests, the 
entire estate should be placed in trust with the Bishop 
of the Diocese of the Protestant Episcopal church at 
Springfield, to be known as the “Foster-Crawford Trust 
Fund” in memory of her parents and sisters. 


From the income of this trust estate, she planned to make a 
bequest of $200 to the Macon County Humane society, and 
to pay $100 a month for 20 years for special music for St. 
John’s Episcopal church. The remainder of the net income 
was to go to the Diocesan Mission Endowment fund. 


Through codicils added to the will in recent years, these 
provisions were eliminated, with the explanation that the 
estate had diminished in value and could not sustain the 
original plan. 


FUNERAL SATURDAY FOR MRS. CYNTHIA E. 
CRAWFORD 


Funeral services for Mrs. Cynthia E. Foster Crawford. 
92, will be held at 10 a. m. Saturday in St. John's 
Episcopal church, with the Rt. Rev. John Chanler White, 
Springfield, bishop of this area, in charge. Burial will be 
in Greenwood cemetery. 


Mrs. Crawford, a Decatur resident for almost 90 years, 
died at 5 a. m. yesterday in her home, 865 West Wood 
street, following a short illness. 


The wife of the late Dr. Joshua Hobbs Crawford, Mrs. 
Crawford was the oldest member of the Decatur 
Woman's club, and an active member of St. John's 
Episcopal church. 


She was born in Sangamon county on Aug. 27, 1850, the 
daughter of Hickman E. and Louisa Thompson Foster, 
and came to Decatur as a small child. 


Her only survivor is a cousin. Mrs. Maxwell, Chicago. 


CHIMES, AMPLIFIER AT ST. JOHN'S 


An amplification system recently 
installed at St. John's Episcopal church 
makes chimes in a new way, according 
to Don Rodgers of Decatur, who installed 
the system. 


The system consists of an automatic 
record changer and amplifier controls 


in the church office and a set of four 
loudspeakers placed in the tower of the 


AN UNHAPPY NEIGHBOR 


This memory was captured from 
former parish secretary, Marian Soelle. 


When the office was near the porch 
on Eldorado Street there was a violent 
pounding at the porch door. Father 
Ringland in work clothes (he was 
painting something) went to the door 
to meet an irate “gentleman.” 


Man: “You tell the guy that runs this 
place to shut off those d-— bells. 
Nobody can get any sleep. They work 
all night and have to sleep in the day. 
You just tell him.” 


Answer: “Thank you. 1 am Father 
Ringland and 1 will do just that!” 


Response: "Okay Good! ! 
1 did not hear anything further. 


church. With it, all types of music, as well 
as recordings of chimes, can be played. 


The chimes can be automatically turned 
onand off with an electric clock, and it is 
planned to play the chimes each weekday 
noon, according to the Rev. W. F. Thomas, 
rector of the church. 


Also part of the new equipment installed 
in St. John’s church are two loudspeakers 


placed near the ceiling of the auditorium 
and a microphone set in the pulpit to 
amplify the voice of anyone speaking 
from the pulpit. 


The new amplification system was first 
used last Sunday for Mother's day and 
confirmation services and was dedicated 
by Bishop J. C. White of the Springfield 


diocese. 


Chime & Amplification System, 1941 


ABOUT TOWN 


Artistically, the architecture of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, in Decatur is “Frozen 
Music,” classical in its renderings, and only 
limited in its influence by the appreciation 


of the one who beholds it. 


Queen Elizabeth and the Princesses 
Elizabeth and Margaret Rose, of England, 
might have worshiped there last Sunday, 
and felt perfectly at home in the dignity 
and grandeur of their surroundings. The 
stately carved pews are in keeping with 
the go [деп oak altar, the choir loft, and the 
lectern. There was one deviation, strictly 
American: the rector's Bible vested upon 
the outstretched wings of a bronze eagle. 


Besides the flag of the United States which 
stood to the left of the platform as we faced 
it, there were two Christian flags on the 
platform; the design of one not familiar 
to us. In the top of the nave were the thirty 
grouped flags of the allied nations. In the 
vaulted ceiling were the flags of England 
and her Dominions. A soft blue light 


filtered in upon them from small round 
windows along the sides. 


It was our first visit to an Episcopal Church 
in this diocese. They must start right on 
time, for at п o'clock, when we took a seat, 
the rector was just finishing the Epistle 
and was changing to the Gospel side of 
the service. The altar boys were becomingly 
dressed in robes of white and red, and the 
choir and organist in white and black. 


Tt was good to see so young a man and 
boyish figure in the pulpit as Rev. W. Е 
Thomas. In his face there were lines that 
marked him as a man trained to resist, 
patient to endure and with a determination 
to persevere. 


His thought for the morning message 
was to the effect that man’s mind was not 
intended to be at variance with his soul; 
but rather a medium through which his 
soul should be sustained and strengthened. 
He quoted text after text from the Bible to 


TUN 


sustain his point. 


He set forth the point that the mind 
of a truly intellectual man ought to be 
further adorned, and his purposes in life 
strengthened by the addition of strong 
religious convictions. The mind of man was 
not given to him to argue against the high 
purposes of the heart, but rather that the 
mind and soul and body might be united 
for a more beautiful and abundant life. 


It was evident that the rector expected his 
words to reach the ears of somewhose minds 
had lead them to doubt; who had stopped 
short of mental and heart coordination, 
when he said “There is a misuse of mind 
that is sinful; when it chooses to select what 
it shall justify at the expense of conscience; 
in other words, condemnation. True 
religion will never mock a man's mind." 


Those who founded this church in September 
of 1855 would be pleased to see so young a 
man carrying on their work so wisely. 


; 4 


Rev. Thomas With Christian Flag, Nov. 1 


5, 1942 


England Her Dominion Flags, 1943 
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Wedding Of Dorothy Colby & Jack Menning, 1943 
STABLE RECTORS AND BUSY GUILDS 1935-1944 


T. JOHN'S 


COPAL CHURCH, 


SUNDAYS 
COMMUNION = 7:30am. 
| SCHOOL 10:30am. 
L SERVICE ТЕЛІ 


DAYS — 73041000, 


E.M. RINGLAND / 
RECTOR У 


VELCOME 


ACCOMPLISHMENT AND 
LEADERSHIP REALIZED 


1944 - 1953 


n 1944, St. John’s called a new rector, the 

Venerable Rev. Edmund Myers Ringland. 

Rev. Ringland was born on March 3rd, 1914, 
in Boone, lowa. He earned his Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Cornell College in 1935. In 1938, he 
graduated cum laude from Seabury-Western 
Seminary in Evanston, Illinois, and was also 
ordained as a priest. Coming from Madison, 
Wisconsin, he had been an Archdeacon of the 
Diocese of Milwaukee, with 16 parishes and 
missions under his jurisdiction. He also was 
assistant rector of Grace Episcopal Church in 
Madison. He had the rare opportunity to serve 
at St. John's for one of the most extended and 
successful periods in the church's history. His 
eight-year stay allowed him to become an 
essential part of the diocese, and be active at St. 
John's. He was on several diocesan committees 
and responsible for many programs, including 
being the manager of the diocesan summer 
camp, Camp Seymour. He held many high 
positions and worked closely with the local Red 
Cross, the Association of Commerce, the Rotary 
Club, and the Masons. 


The parish was thrilled to have the new rector, 
along with his wife and three children. He was 
one of the first rectors at St. John's in many 
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Edmund Ringland at Cornell 
Graduation With Mother, Cora, 1935 
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Rev. Edmund M. Ringland, Circa 1940s 


years to have children for the congregation to 
enjoy. St. John's Guild recorded, “We are so glad 
to have with us each meeting our rector, his 
wife and little family.” 


Decatur came to know Rev. Ringland as a 
community figure who said what he believed. 
He was well-respected for voicing his opinions 
about community problems. The new rector 
felt that two of the biggest concerns were 
the prevalence of "pyramid gambling clubs" 
and the declining role of religion in public 
schools. He publicly criticized high school music 
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“In 1944, St. Johns called а 
new rector, the Venerable Rev. 
Edmund M. Ringland." 


organizations for participating in "narrow- 
minded festivities" which included the tradition 
of high school choirs performing at secular 
events on Christmas Eve. He frowned upon 


promoting the election of public officials from 
the pulpit. He cared about the community 
beyond his parish, and it showed. He brought a 
new sense of urgency and used it to build the 
congregation's faith and numbers. Rev. Ringland 
promoted many contemporary speakers with 
exciting messages, such as Dr. Iddings Bell of 
Chicago. 


In some ways, Father Ringland was genuinely 
visionary. When he arrived, he took stock of the 
parish and what was happening on various 
levels. He quickly sent out the first monthly 
newsletter called “The Record” to the entire 
parish. 


In the first issue, he laid out his plans for St. John’s 
growth and the parishioners’ contributions. He 
voiced his concerns for the parish and described 
what he felt would be the best course of action. 
He wanted the congregation to “build itself into 
a close-knit, well-informed, truly interdependent 
family with Christ as its head and all of us as the 
working members of that family.” He felt that 
everyone should begin to rethink, relearn, and 
relive their Christian faith. 


He was shocked that ina church of this size, there 
were so few school-age children. Secondly, he 
insisted that St. John's find ways to support the 
men and women who had disrupted their lives 
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Rev. Ringland And Family, 1944 


to serve their country. 


He realized that building St. John’s was not his 
job alone, but that of every single communicant. 


THE RECORD | 


ST. JOHN'S “PARISH NENS 
Decatur, Illinois 


(01.1 Noel Published by the Publicity Committco of the Council 


Juno 1944 


FROM THE RECTOR; 


This is the first number of the monthly parish paper which has been named" THE 
RECORD". I am convinced that it will fill а real need in helping to build St. Johns 
into a worshipping, working, giving part of the Family of God. By this means, every 
home in the parish will be reached at least once each month, By this means, each 
individual in the perish con be informed of the plans and program of the parish and 

„| thereby will know just where they oon do their part to oid in the strengthening of 
the parish life ond work.’ By this means, tho whole perish onn build itself into a 
close-knit, well informed, truly intordopondont femily with Christ ов its head end 
all of us as the working members of thet familys 


May I trko this opportunity to greet the whole perish and to thank tho mony 
mony people who heve boon so cordial and kind in their weleomo to tho parish. It 
is not easy for tho clergy to lonve one parish and move into another with the many 
breeks in friondship which such moves involve end the domand to ngain meot ond boe 
como sequainted with on entirely new group of peoples However the olorgy cem lead 
on by a tremondous urge to soek perfection in a parish someplace, sometimc. With 
each move the hope is great that this parish will prove to be the ideal place for 
a particular mon to live and work, Sometimes a parish proves otherwise for that 
man, but so long as the hope is present there is the possibility of fulfilling that 


hopes SSS 


There are many things that I would like to say to youe I would like to tell 
you of the tremendous concern І foel for a parish in which во Тон school age child- 
ron ore in ovidenoo, I would like to tell you of tho almost overwhelming obliga- 
tion which this perish end every other porish in the American Church owes to tho 
men and womon who havo disrupted their lives and their work in order to servo their 
countrys I would like to'tell you how imperctive I fool it is that we all begin 
now to re-think, ro-lcorn, -rolive our Christian faith if wo юго to look into tho 
future with real һоро thet is not mere superficial optimisme 


However porhcps above 011 olse I mst say a word to you about St. John's Porishle 
Ав І Боло indiceted publicly, I have no wish cr desire to dictate tho policy and 
progrom of this parish. It is end should be a matter for the combined intelligoncee 
end onergy of all of us, Ench communicant of this parish is a ministor of this 
parish by virtue of his or hor confirmation and as such has с. real respónsibility 
ond obligation for the work of the parish in the communitys the dioóese, nnd the 
notional ohufoh. It only stands to reason that the combined energy, the combined 
intelligence, the combined enthusiasm of every member of this parish can make for 
much greater accomplishments than the efforts of the rector alone or the rector 
and only a few peoplé. Until the parish is truly functioning on this besis let 
| из takë fora slogans EVERY PERSON IN А JOB, AND А JOB FOR EVERY PERSONe This is 
the Christion way of life within the fellowship of God end to institute such а 
program the rector may һауе to use the draft system but wo have learned the meaning 
0 bc drofi so let's use n tho army o od, 


шу 


"The Record" Volume 1, 1944 
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EPISCOPAL SPEAKER SEES 20TH CENTURY 
AS TRAGIC 


When history is written, the 20th century will be recorded 
as probably the most disappointing and the most tragic 
century the world has ever known, Dr. Bernard lddings Bell 
of Chicago told the approximately 225 persons who attended 
the g2nd annual parish meeting of the St. John’s Episcopal 
church last night in the Masonic temple. 


Dr. Bell's address was the closing event of a program which 
included a dinner, an election of vestrymen for the coming 
year and the approval of the 1947 church budget. Vestrymen 


elected were L. W. Shade. E. B. Harrington. C. C. Clouse, L. L. 
Thomas, Dr. M. E. Rose, William Weidemeyer, A. B. Counsell, 
H. W. Galley, Fred Leach, Ralph Krohn, Donn Pease and 
Elwood McKinley. Only three institutions are available to 


educate the people to proper living, Dr. Bell said. They are the 
school, the home and the church. None is doing a good job 
because of basic flaws, he declared. “The school of necessity 
eliminates God from its teachings and the real purpose in life; 
the home is instable with its family heads the same persons 
responsible for the tragic present world; and the church is 
also composed of these inadequate persons.” 


The Decatur Herald. February 6, 1947. 


He believed in the power of combined energy 
from all. He suggested that St. John’s slogan 
should be “every person in a job, and a job for 
every person.” He relied on the “draft system” 
for church work and wanted to use it 

for the army of God. He had grand 
plans for St. John’s and was willing 

to work as hard as everyone 

else to achieve his dream. 


He quickly established a Parish 
Council to implement his goal 
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"He Quickly Established A 


Parish Council To Implement 


given attention first as it had lapsed in the past 
few months. He also made a call for more men 
and boys to be acolytes, as there were only six 
when he arrived. 


And finally, he made the broad announcement 
that the parish office would be open daily, and 
the rector could be reached at any time. 


Rev. Ringland's concrete plans included fully 
utilizing the talents of the women parishioners. 
One of his first suggestions was to bring the 
guilds together to form an Auxiliary organization 
and create a new guild that met in the evenings, 
so young mothers and those working could 
participate. 


During Ringland's term, a variety of housekeeping 
duties were completed. A typewriter was 
purchased for his office. Additionally, he saw the 
need for weekday services and implemented 
that program as well. Another order of business 
was to remodel the Sacristy. Most importantly, 
an Affidavit of Change of Name was filed in 
June 1944. The name change was an essential 
step in presenting St. John’s to the community. 


Іп 1855, the church was established as “Saint 
John's Parish in Communion with the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States and 
Diocese of Illinois.” Throughout the 

years, St. John's had become known 

by several names. The Vestry 
anticipated that this situation 
could be confusing and 
misleading in a legal sense. 
Even though the National 
Church considered this same 


of everyone having a job in the His Goal Of Everyone issue and kept the word 
church. The new committees Having A Job In The “Protestant,” the name was 
were Religious Education, Music Church." legally changed to "st. John's 
and Worship, Social, Property, Episcopal Church of Decatur, 
Public Relations, and Men's and Illinois." 


Women's Organizations. He expected 

each committee to elect a chairman. The 
group would then take inventory of what was 
going well and build on that. Also, he strongly 
encouraged people to send in the names and 
addresses of people currently in the service to 
receive news from the church. 


Rev. Ringland insisted that the church school be 


266 ACCOMPLISHMENT AND LEADERSHIP REALIZED 1944 - 1953 
ш e ii ————ÁÀ—Á———Áe— a É Eee ÀÀÁ 


On the 90th Anniversary of the church in 
1945, an informative brochure was published 
entitled, St. John's Church -- Decatur, Illinois -- "A 
House of Prayer for All People.” This publication 
effectively described Ringland's plan for St. John's 
and acted as a publicity sheet for potential new 
parishioners. Pictures, text, and descriptions of the 
Episcopal Church sacraments filled the pages. 


‚Аб ГУ к — 
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Chasuble Presentation By Altar Guild, 1940s 


The Men's Group, 1940s 
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goth Anniversary Booklet, 1945 


This booklet has been completely reproduced at 
the end of this chapter. 


THE BOOKLET LISTS THE FOLLOWING 
ACTIVE ORGANIZATIONS: 


Church School 
Knights of St. John (the Boys’ Club) 
The Vestry 


The Parish Council 


The Woman's Auxiliary of all baptized 
women of the parish, including St. John’s 
Guild, St. Mary’s Guild, St. John’s Altar 
Guild, and St. Martha’s Guild 


The Choirs 

The Men's Club 

The Order of St. Vincent (acolytes) 
St. Anne's Guild (the Girls' Group) 
Discussion groups 


Confirmation classes 


Ringland concluded the booklet with: 


I trust you have caught some vision of the 
work of this parish. .... And the future of St. 
John's parish lies not in 1955 when we will 
have completed a hundred years of life in 
this community; it depends upon you and 
me now for the future is now. 


Rev. Ringland concentrated heavily on the 
youth of the parish. During the late 1940s and 
early 1950s, the church's youth were involved 
in many activities where they felt useful and 
comfortable. The groups provided something 
valuable to occupy their time and their spirits. 


The York Club, the high school youth group, 
met each Sunday evening for fellowship. 
They occasionally met some Wednesdays for 
breakfast and communion. 


St. John's Knights for junior and senior high boys 
provided boys opportunities to live and play 
together under the parish family's guidance. 
The boys met each Thursday night and had two 
hours at the Y.M.C.A. to use the gym and pool. 
The Knights had two basketball teams in the 
Decatur Recreation League. 
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"Rev. Ringland Concentrated 
Heavily On The Youth of 
The Parish." 


Boys also had the opportunity to become 
acolytes and become part of the Order of 
St Vincent The congregation valued the 
assistance of the acolytes. The boys were well- 
trained and maintained contact with acolytes 
from other churches in the diocese. 


» Book clubs In October 1945, approximately 400 persons 
of the Springfield diocese attended a unique 
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acolyte festival held at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church and the Masonic Temple. The “Festival of 
Christ the King” meeting had been held annually 
until the war began. The vested procession was 
participated in by 130 members. Afterward, a 
dinner at the Masonic temple was attended by 
275 members. 


St. Anne’s Guild was composed of junior and 
senior high girls. They met for discussion lunches 
on Saturdays. They learned Altar Guild work and 
assisted in various activities for the younger 
children. 


Also a Girls’ Friendly Society (G. F. S.) group 
was organized in the parish that met every 
Wednesday after school. The G. F. S. program 
was an international organization to help 
develop healthy and supportive relationships 
between girls and women. The group’s mission 
statement was “Bear Ye One Another's Burdens, 
and so Fulfill the Law of Christ” from Galatians 
6:2. The group recruited girls from the age of 
seven to twenty. Members wore blue skirts, white 
shirts, blue scarves, and light blue beanies. St. 
John’s branch had thirty-five members and 
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“Every Person In A Job, And A Job For Every Person” 
--Rey. Ringland 


St. Martha's Guild, 1940s 
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Robert Trotter Standing, Leading Meeting With Father Ringland, Circa 1945 
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sold handiwork to pay their national dues. The 
group continued meeting through the years as 
interest was expressed in the parish. 


(C 


"To Give St. John's Youth 
A Voice In Church Affairs, 
A Junior Vestry Was 
Elected." 


One autumn, when the group started their 
meetings, they made plaster of Paris figures for 
Christmas. They used rubber forms to create 
Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, wise men, camels, 
donkeys, cows, sheep, angels, and the baby 
Jesus. The girls could choose which ones they 
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Girls' Friendly Society, Circa 1950s 


wanted to make. They could then paint them, 
selecting the colors they wanted. They also 
made extra Baby Jesus figures so each child 
in the younger Sunday school classes could be 
given one. Several families saved and used the 
figurines for years after they were created. One 
church family's creche contained a memorable 
red angel and dog from this project for decades. 


Frequently, the girls would have supper at the 
church on Monday nights. One of their most- 
requested favorite main entrées included a 
casserole made with soup, Chinese noodles, 
celery, and hamburger. Here is the traditional 
recipe, according to Mrs. Hodi Bangert: 


Girls Friendly Casserole 


1 Ib. Ground Beef 

І can Tomato Soup 

І can Cream of Mushroom Soup 
І cup Cooked Celery, Diced 

І сап Chinese Noodles 

І cup Water 


Brown hamburger. Cook celery and save 
water. Mix all ingredients using celery water. 
Bake in a 350 degree oven for 50 minutes. 
Serves 6. 


To give St. John’s youth a voice in church affairs, 
a Junior Vestry was elected. A budget was made 
and the group conducted its own Every Member 
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Junior High School Class, 1951 
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Canvass. Philip Piety was the Senior Warden, and 
Ann Fowler was the Junior Warden. They had a 
budget of over one thousand dollars, which was 
raised from pledges from the church's youth. 


The high school youth even sponsored a 
popular radio program for thirteen weeks on a 
local radio station. The Rector told stories about 
one of the saints, and then a quiz was given to 
the listeners. The winner received a large cash 
award of ten dollars. 


Rev. Ringland also provided much-needed 
outreach to students of Millikin University. The 
Millikin University Canterbury Club met twice а 


month for the celebration of the Holy Eucharist and 
breakfast. The group consisted of approximately 
forty-six members, and thirty regularly attended. 


As 1945 arrived, St. John's had the full power 
of over four hundred communicants, and 
the budget was nearly $12000, which had 
doubled since 1900. As a result of the increase 
in membership and available funds, sanctuary 
renovations were discussed. 


Plans were begun for a larger, more modern 
memorial altar. It would be the third in the 90 
years of the parish. 
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At first, the designs called for eliminating the 
retable and the tabernacle, but the tabernacle 
was retained. The reredos was completely 
remodeled during the construction. 


The new altar was of liturgical tomb design 
meant to harmonize with the church building's 
13th-century architecture. The altar proper 
was constructed of oak, vertically 
grained, with a large center 
medallion employing the 
symbolism of "Jesus Christ; 


с 


interior. The motif of the altar was “Christus Rex,” 
Christ is King. 


Mrs. Colby, Mrs. Rose, and L. W. Shade gave 

the new altar and dossal in memory of their 

mother, Sophia Shade. She was the wife of the 

late William Pendelton Shade and a life-long 

communicant of St. John’s parish. She died 
on January 3151, 1930. 


Her service to the parish included 
being president of St. John’s 


” Guild as far back as 1898. 
ге Conqueror spied Y | таем АМа Wes Of he mere masse oer es 
of carving, one of grapes and Liturgical Tomb Design a beautiful addition to the 
one of wheat, symbolized the Meant To Harmonize With chancel. On December leth, 
Holy Eucharist elements. The Church Building’s 13th- 1945, the dedication service 

. i was read by Rev. J. S. Neal, 
A silk dossal extended 16 feet Century Architecture. Associate Rector. 


up from the altar that reached a 

carved oak tester making a canopy 

over the altar and pace. On the tester 
ceiling, the Dove of Peace was surrounded by 
Sanctus in gold leaf. 


The altar's central feature wasthe hanging cross 
of the Reigning Christ, a carved wood figure 
slightly polychromed with raised intercessory 
hands. The model, some three feet tall on a 
five-foot cross, dominated the church's entire 


Members of the long-attending 

Shade family assisted as well. Mr. 

William Shade was the lector, and Mr. 

R. W. Trotter, rectors warden, accepted the 

dedication on behalf of the parish. The rector, 

Fr. E. M. Ringland, officiated at the consecration, 
assisted by Robert Shade and William Rose. 


After Rev. Ringland and St. John's dedicated 
the new altar and reredos, the old altar was 


NEW HIGH ALTAR AT ST. JOHN'S 1S TO BE DEDICATED 
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St. John's Episcopal church will dedicate 
and consecrate a new high altar Sunday 
at 10:30 a. m. The altar, to be dedicated 
to the memory of Mrs. Sophia B. Shade, 
has been presented to the parish by her 
three children, Mrs. M. W. Colby, Mrs. M. 
E. Rose, and L. W. Shade. 


Rev. J. 5. Neal, associate rector, will read 
the service of dedication. William Shade 
will be lector, and Mr. R. W. Trotter, 
rector's warden, will accept the dedication 
on behalf of the parish. The rector, Fr. 
E. M. Ringland, will officiate at the 
consecration, assisted by Robert Shade 
and William Rose. 


The Decatur Daily Review. December 15, 1945. 


The new altar, the third in the go years 
of the parish here, is of liturgical design 
to harmonize with the i3th century 
architecture of the building. The altar 
proper is of oak, vertically grained, with 
а large center medallion employing 
the symbolism of “Jesus Christ, the 
Conqueror” expressed by the Greek 
letters. Two side bands of carving, one of 
grapes and one of wheat, symbolize the 
elements of the Holy Eucharist. 


Extending 16 feet up from the altar is a 
silk dossal that reaches a carved oak tester 
which makes a canopy over the altar and 
altar pace. On the ceiling of the tester is 
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the Dove of Peace surrounded by the The 
Sanctus in gold leaf. 


The central feature of the altar is the 
hanging cross of the Reigning Christ, a 
carved wood figure slightly polychromed. 
The figure, some three feet tall on a five 
foot cross, dominates the entire interior 
of the church, The motif of the altar is 
“Christux[s] Rex,” Christ is King. 


Mrs. Sophia B. Shade, wife of the 
late William P. Shade, was a life-long 
communicant of St. John's parish. She 
died on Jan. 31, 1930. 


Holy communion will be celebrated at 7:30 
a. m.; church school meets at 10:30 a. m. 
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New Organ Console In Memory Of Cynthia qum 1947 


ST. JOHN’S HAS NEW $7,500 PIPE ORGAN 


A new $7,500 pipe organ has just been 
purchased by officials of the St. John’s 
Episcopal church and will soon be 
installed in the church as a memorial to 
the late Cynthia Etta Foster Crawford, it 
was announced last night by Rev. E. M. 
Ringland, pastor. 


The old. organ, which has been in use since it 
was installed in 1892, is being taken out this 
morning. The new organ is a product of the 
Reuter Organ Co. of Lawrenceville, Kan. 


According to Rev. Mx. Ringland, it will be 
about six weeks before the new organ arrives 
and it is going to be difficult to get along 
without an organ during the interim. He 
expressed the hope that it might be possible 
to get a Hammond organ somewhere in the 
city to use for the six weeks period. The boys’ 
choir, especially, needs an organ for regular 
rehearsals, he said. 


Mrs. Cynthia Crawford died in October of 
1942, after living in Decatur for 90 years. Of 


the $41,217 estate which she left, $38,296 was 
bequeathed to St. John’s Episcopal Church. 


In the original will, executed in 1932, she 
provided that the estate be placed in 
trust with the bishop of the diocese of the 
Protestant Episcopal church in Springfield 
and was to be known as the Foster Crawford 
trust fund in honor of her parents and 
sisters. It also provided that interest from the 
fund was to be used to furnish special music 


for the church. 


Side Altar After Organ Renovation, 1947 


made smaller and placed at the sanctuary’s 
northeast corner. When the Bishop made his 
annual visit, he remarked that “The Chancel of 
this Church has been greatly improved by the 
gift of a new altar and reredos [curtain] and the 
entire interior has been beautified." 


St John's continued to reach out to the 
community in a wide variety of ways because 
Rev. Ringland wanted St. John's presence known 
to the rest of the city. During the Lenten season 
of 1945, the parish sponsored a radio program 
during those six Sundays. Robert Shade was the 
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commentator for three programs that were 
broadcast during the service. Along with the 
radio, a 1940s acolyte clearly remembered that 
Rev. Ringland played records of bells through 
the bell tower speakers using the amplifier. 


The services’ musicality became an issue in 
the 1940s as the parish became concerned 
about the organ's condition. The second organ 
had been purchased from the Pilcher Organ 
Company in 1884. The Pilcher organ having only 
nine ranks of pipes was not strong enough for the 
new church sanctuary and consequently was 
given to Elkhart Christian Church. The current 
Roosevelt Opus 146 was installed in the original 
stone church, which provided the necessary 
power and sound. The larger Roosevelt organ 
had been purchased from St. Clement's, іп 
Chicago. It was a short-lived parish that 
sold its building to a mission for the 

deaf. When this organ was installed 
in the stone church in 1892, Anton 
Gottfried of Erie, Pennsylvania 
upgraded it adding two sets 

of reed pipes. Fifty years later, 

the organ’s original sound had 
considerably deteriorated 
due to оа mechanical 
connections. 


Discussions were held as early as 

1944 on how to modernize the aging 

Roosevelt organ. The parish thought 

they might purchase a new one, but tradition 
prevailed, and the old organ was extensively 
rebuilt. Starting in May of 1947, the Reuter Organ 
Company of Lawrence, Kansas, removed much 
of the old organ for repair. The instrument 
was rebuilt for Reuter by the Freeport Organ 
Company in Illinois and was reinstalled by R. W. 
Dirksen. 


A bequest in 1942 from the estate of Cynthia Etta 
Foster Crawford greatly assisted this project. 
Mrs. Crawford died in October of 1942 after living 
in Decatur for 90 years. Of her $41,217 estate, 
$38,296 was bequeathed to St. John's Episcopal 
Church. 


The organ was changed from mechanical 
connections to electro- pneumatic actions. This 
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“The Growth At St. John's д 
Closely Followed That Of 
Many Churches Throughout 
Decatur And The Nation.” 


change permitted the console to be moved to 
the south side of the chancel, across from the 
organ itself. According to the time's taste, the 
new pipework was rescaled and hidden behind 
newly constructed shutters and ornamental 
plaster grilles. The average parishioner may well 
have thought that the organ was new after alll 
the repairs. The local paper even indicated that 
the organ was new. However, it was merely an 
extensive renovation. Between the rebuilt organ 
and the new High Altar, the sanctuary's entire 
architecture at St. John's changed forever. 


On December 12th, 1947, Miss Rachel Haug 
played the dedicatory recital on the Crawford 
Memorial Organ. It was blessed and dedicated 
by the Bishop of Springfield, the Right Reverend 
Richard Tuttle Loring. 


The growth at St. John’s closely followed 
that of many churches throughout 
Decatur and the nation. A local 
report developed by the 
Association of Commerce 
1946 reported that half 
of Decaturs residents were 
members of one of the city's 69 
churches. Half of that number 
regularly attended church, so 
almost one-fourth of Decatur 
residents attended church on 
any given Sunday. Decatur's total 
population in 1946 was estimated to be 
about 64,000. Nearly 32,000 residents reported 
being church members. St. John’s reported 574 
members, which made it one of the largest 
medium-sized churches. The largest was First 
Methodist with 2910 members, and St. Patrick’s 
was second with 2300 members. St. John's 
numbers fell in the middle of all the city’s 
churches. 


With the increased attendance and the largest 
number of communicants of any time, St. John’s 
simply needed more room. The parish began 
purchasing properties near the church to 
help house increased parish activities, church 
school, and possible curate quarters. 


Rev. Ringland continued to improve the 
physical surroundings in St. John’s. Through his 
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leadership, three new elegant chairs, a paschal 
candle, and a new processional cross were 
acquired with the parishioners’ and guilds’ help. 
These acquisitions were still being used weekly 
in 2020. 


ы 


Boys Wanted 
for Choir Work 


St. John’s Episcopal Church 
needs ten additional. boys, 
ages 8 to 11, for boys’ choir. 


"Rev. Ringland Had A 
Tradition Of Presenting 
Rector's Crosses To 


Excellent training in singing 
and in ecclesiastical music. 
Small remuneration. 


Сай the «Rector at 2-0845 


for information or appoint- 


Outstanding Parishioners 
Each Year." 


опти ит ти нт 


ment. 
SU Rev. Ringland had a tradition of Presenting 
Rectors Crosses to outstanding parishioners 
each year. One was presented to Mr. L. W. 
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ADOLESCENTS MUST RETIRE 


Changing Voices Upsets St. John’s Choir 


The annual epidemic of adolescence 
has struck the boys’ choir of St. John’s 
Episcopal church, proving musically 
fatal or at least temporarily disabling a 
number of the young singers. 


The choir is currently advertising for 
seven singers between the ages of 9 and 
12 to fill spots made vacant by the dread 
disease. 


Nine-year-olds are particularly 
desirable for they have a few good years 
yet before them. 


“We will take a 12-year-old.” Rev. Fr. E. 
M. Ringland. rector and choir director, 
said today, “for it may be at least 
another year before he cracks up. 


An eight-year-old who has had voice 
training might also qualify, he said. 


AS A PRECAUTIONARY measure 
against the disease which sometimes 
strikes a victim suddenly in the midst 
of a high note, this fall St. John's is 
inaugurating a voice training class for 
seven and eight-year-olds to replace 
those in the regular boys' choir who 
succumb. 


Auditions for the seven replacements 
in the regular choir and. for the new 
training class will be held at 10 a. m. 
Friday in the church. 


Boys who cannot report at that time 
may telephone the church to make 
arrangements for an appointment to 
audition. 


The singers do not have to be members 
of St John's church and they receive pay 
for their service ranging from 25 cents 
a week for beginners to $1.50 a week for 
soloists. 


RONALD HOFFMAN, 12, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. F. G. Hoffman, 1037 West 
Wood street and Douglas Soelle, Jr., 
10, son of Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Soelle, 
463 North College street are the current 
choir soloists. 


Choir members are treated to a week 
at camp annually and the new voice 
training class will be included in the 
camping trip next year. 


Under the direction of Father Ringland 
who studied voice at Cornell college, Mt. 
Vernon, lowa, under a staff from the 


Juilliard School of Music in New York, 
the boys learn to read music, learn 39 
anthems, over 200 hymns and five 
masses and learn to work in a group. 
Mrs. Rachel Haug Long is organist. 


ACCORDING TO Father Ringland, the 
music includes cherubic hymns from 
the Russian orthodox liturgy; works 
of such composers as Bortniansky, 
Gretchaninoff and Christiansen, and 
some of the hymns date back to before 
the 13th century. 


The maintaining of a boys' choir 
is traditional in most of the larger 
Episcopal churches, Father Ringland 
said. The choir at the local church 
was revived four years ago by Father 
Ringland after the church had been 


without one since the 19205. 


Older boys who can no longer sing 
in the choir are not denied a place to 
serve in the church. They can become 
acolytes, Father Ringland pointed out. 


As acolytes they play an important role 
assisting the priest at the altar but they 
are entirely mute, he said. 


ДЕНЕ 
C 74-4 


^ 


Young Choir In Front Of Sacristy Door, Circa 1950s 
5 y 
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Shade to recognize his thirty-six continuous 
years of service to the parish. In accepting 
the cross, Mr. Shade recognized several men 
that he had worked with over the years. He 
specifically mentioned Mr. Bishop, Mr. George 
Williams, Mr. Ted Hitchcock, Mr. Jim Stafford, and 
many others who were “wheel-horses when 
the going at times was pretty rough.” He paid 
special tribute to Mr. R. W. Trotter as one of the 
parishioners to contemplate building a new 
parish hall. He said that Mr. Trotter’s enthusiasm 
sparked his interest in the idea. Another Rector's 
Cross was presented to Mr. W. P. Harrison in 1945 
"for outstanding contribution for working with 
the parish boys.” 


(( 


"[Rev. John S. Neal] Was Born 
In England And Came To The 
United States In 1911." 


Many firsts at St. John’s occurred in 1946. The first 
Men and Boys’ Choir in Decatur was organized 
by the parish and directed by Rev. Ringland. Their 
twenty-four member boys’ choir held its first 
public concert in Fairview Park and attracted an 
audience of over six hundred people. 


A new, lighted sign was installed outside the 
church building. Rev. Ringland's office was 
relocated to a newly purchased house near the 
church, which freed up the small room off the 
sanctuary to be used as a sacristy. A sacristy is a 
room near the church where linens, vestments, 
and books are stored until needed during 
worship services. St. Martha’s Guild helped with 
the room’s refurbishing. 


During Rev. Ringland’s tenure, three other 
clergymen assisted him at various times. Father 
Ringland explained that the Decatur parish's 
growth had brought the need for extra help, so 


Rev. John Samuel Neal, Circa 1945 


Associate Rector, Rev. John S. Neal, and Curates 
Rev. Wayne Johnson and Rev. Ralph E. Krohn, 
were called at different times, and all left too 
quickly. 


Rev. John S. Neal joined the staff in October 
1945. He was born in England and came to the 
United States in ІЗІ. He began as a Methodist 
minister and had previously worked in Decatur 
as minister of the Cleveland Avenue Methodist 
Church. He was ordained to the Episcopal 
priesthood in 1930. 


When he accepted St. John's callto be associate 
rector, he had been rector of the Church of 
the Ascension in Sierra Madre, California, for 
six years. He had also served in Illinois, Texas, 
Nebraska, and Oklahoma. He was father to a 
well-known artist, Reginald H. Neal, Director of 
the Decatur Art Institute and an art instructor 
at Millikin University. While in Decatur, Rev. Neal 
was very involved in the University Club, the 
Ministerial Association, and other civic affairs. 


Rev. Neal accepted a call to St. Paul's Episcopal 
Church, Greenville, Texas, in November of 
1947. He later served as rector of the St. John's 
Episcopal Church in Kissimmee, Florida, and 
was vicar of the St. Luke and St. Peter Mission 
in St. Cloud, Florida. After Rev. Neal's retirement 
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NOTES 
"x 
Inasmuch as opportunity has been given 
for Communion earlier in the day, it is re- 
quested that only the Ordinand communicate 
at this service. 


The open offering at this service has been 
designated by the Bishop to be given to the 
newly ordained Deacon. 


* 


Opportunity will be given to the members 
of the congregation to greet the new Deacon 
in the Parish House immediately following 
the service. Coffee will be served. 


St. оре Church 


Beratur, dillitois 


THE RIGHT REVEREND CHARLES ASA CLOUGH, D. D. 
Bishop of Springfield 


THE VENERABLE Е. М. RINGLAND, А. B., В. Т.В. 


Rector 


ORDINATION TO THE SACRED ORDER 
OF DEACONS 


of 
RALPH EUGENE KROHN 


ж 


THE FEAST OF ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
21 December 1950 


ж 


SOLEMN EUCHARIST 
10:30 A. M. 


| THE ORDER OF SERVICE 


for 


THE ORDINATION 


of 


RALPH EUGENE KROHN 


to 
THE SACRED ORDER OF DEACONS 
in 
ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 
DECATUR, ILLINOIS 


At Ten-Thirty O’clock 


on 


THE FEAST OF ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 


21 DECEMBER 1950 
* 


CELEBRANT: The Bishop 


DEACON: The Reverend Richard B. 
Adams 


SUB-DEACON: Mr. Daniel Banner 
PREACHER: The Rector 


LITANIST: The Reverend Fredrick S. 
Arvedson 


PRESENTER: The Venerable E. M. Ringland 
READER OF PREFACE TO ORDINAL: The Reverend John E. Gill - 


CHAPLAIN TO BISHOP CLOUGH: The Very Reverend David 
Kemble Montgomery 


ORGANIST: Rachel Haug Long 


ORDER OF SERVICE 


* 


. 268 
..-The Rector 


PROCESSIONAL HYMN 


Gill 
PRESENTATION OF THE ORDINAND (Sit)....Prayer Book Pg. 530 
LITANY OF ORDINATIONS (kneel). .Prayer Book Pg. 560 
HYMN zo BID) 
INTROIT: The Spirit of the Lord hath filled the whole world, alleluia; 
and that which containeth all things hath knowledge of the voice, 
alleluia. Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; let them 
also that hate him flee before him. Glory Бе... 
КҮНІН Ое Missa de Angeles 
Prayer Book Pg. 531 


.Prayer Book Pj 


EXAMINATION OF THE ORDINAND (sit). 
THE ORDINATION (the people stand)... 


GRADUAL: Alleluia, О send forth thy Spirit, and they shall be ı 
and thou shalt renew the face of the carth. Alleluia, Come, Holy 
Ghost, and fill the hearts of thy faithful people; and kindle in 
them the fire of thy love. 


.Prayer Bool 


SEQUENCE HYMN . . 279 
GOSPEL Prayer Book Pg. 538 
THE CREED 2 Intoned 


OFFERTORY: Stablish the thing, О- бой, that thou hast wrought in 
us; for thy temple’s sake at Jerusalem, shall kings bring presents 
unto thee, Alleluia. 


OFFERTORY ANTHEM—PRAISE THE LORD............... Arensky 
PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH.. ..Prayer Book Pg. 74 
SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS. -..Missa de Angelis 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION. Prayer Book Pg. 80 
AGNUS DEP e cM OE NL E Missa de Angelis 
*COMMUNIO: Suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a 
rushing mighty wind; and it filled the whole house where they were 
sitting, alleluia; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and began to speak the wonderful words of God, alleluia. 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING. ....... eee Prayer Book Pg. 83 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS .. .Scottish Old Chant 
RECESSIONAL HYMN .. . 599 


* Only the Ordinand is expected to receive Holy Communion atthis 
service. 


Interior Of Ordination Bulletin For Ralph E. Krohn, 1950 


Rev. Wayne Leonard Johnson, Circa 1948 


in 1957, he was a part-time member of the 
Cathedral Church staff in Orlando and was 
made an honorary canon in 1960. He died in 
1961, survived by his sons, Reginald and Arthur, 
and five grandchildren. His wife, Bertha, had 
been in a fatal car accident in 1955. 


Rev. Wayne Johnson and his wife moved 
to Decatur in October 1948 when he 
accepted the curate position. Rev. 
Johnson was born in Minneapolis, 


(( 


addition to his duties at St. John's, Rev. Johnson 
was the Business Manager of the Springfield 
Churchman and acted as a supply priest to 
other congregations when needed. Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Lincoln often benefited 
from his help. He was very involved in Diocesan 
activities. When he left St. John's, Rev. Johnson 
took charge of several churches in northwestern 
Illinois communities, including Pekin, Rock 
Island, and Kenilworth. Father Johnson later 
served as Interim Dean at Trinity Episcopal 
Cathedral, Davenport, lowa. In his later years, 
he was a member of Trinity Anglican Church, 
Rock Island. Father Johnson served on many 
church-related committees for the Episcopal 
Dioceses of Springfield, Chicago, and Quincy. In 
2013, he died in Rock Island, Illinois, at 93, leaving 
his wife, children, grandchildren, and great- 
grandchildren. 


In 1948, one of St. John's most active parishioners, 
Ralph E. Krohn, resigned his successful position 
as sales manager of Osgood & Sons, Inc. to 
study for the priesthood. He was well-known 
for outstanding community involvement with 
the church, the Association of Commerce, the 
Community Chest, and the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. 


Fr. Krohn received his training at Nashotah 
House Seminary and was first in his 
class. He was ordained deacon 
and later a priest in ceremonies 

at St. John’s. In June 1951, Father 


minescte In 89, не 89 "иләд Оте. болу wos potted. ейт 
Toronto, Canada, and then St Johns Most Active curate. He filled the vacancy 
taught English and Latin at Parishioners, Ralph E. Krohn, left by the earlier resignation 
Eureka, Illinois. Graduating from Resigned His Successful of Father Wayne 1. Johnson. 

Seabury-Western Theological Position As Sales Manager... After serving a short time at St. 
Seminary in Evanston with a To Study For The John’s, Rev. Krohn was called to 
master of Divinity degree, he later Priesthood” Southern Illinois, where he served 


received an honorary Doctorate 

of Divinity degree from the seminary. 

He was ordained a deacon and priest in 
Hot Springs, South Dakota. Rev. Johnson served 
as deacon and priest of St. Paul's Parish in 
Brookings, South Dakota, and college chaplain 
at South Dakota State University in 1945. 


He then came to St. John's as Curate. In 


at St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, 
Edwardsville, and parishes in Granite 
City, Glen Carbon, and Wood River, Illinois. In 
1954, he moved and served several parishes in 
Montana and Oregon. In 1968, while serving as 
rector of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church of Portland, 
Oregon, he died suddenly. He was survived by 
his wife and three sons. 
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Diocese of Springfield Summer Camp at East Bay, 1948 
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Father Ringland also assisted with several 
ordinations at St. John’s. One of the most 
memorable was that of John E. Gill. On May 14th, 
1946, the Rt. Rev. John Chanler White, Bishop 


“On May 14th, 1946, The 
Rt. Rev. John Chanler White... 
Ordained John E. Gill 
Richmond, Virginia, To 
The Diaconate.” 


of Springfield, ordained John E. Gill, Richmond, 
Virginia,tothe diaconate.Rev.Gillhad graduated 
from the University of Virginia at Charlottesville 
and then entered Virginia Theological Seminary. 
Bishop White was accompanied by his chaplain, 
Rev. Albert Frost, Havana. Rev. A. A. McCallum, 


from Washington, D. C, was the guest preacher. 


Rev. Gill spent eight weeks at St. John's in 1946. 
After being ordained to the priesthood in Mount 
Vernon, Rev. Gill took charge of Trinity Church, Mt. 
Vernon, and St. John's church, Centralia. 


ACCOMPLISHMENT AND LEADERSHIP REALIZED 1944 - 1953 285 


A short six years later, Rev. John Gill, 33, was 
killed in a horrific highway crash near Fairfield, 
Illinois. He had been rector of the Mount Vernon 
Trinity Episcopal Church since 1946 and was 
also in charge of Episcopal churches at Albion, 
McLeansboro, and Mt. Carmel, Illinois. His other 
duties included being Archdeacon of Cairo 
and Chairman of the Department of Missions 
of the Springfield Diocese. He left many 
parishioners, family members, and 

his pregnant wife. 


October 1947 was a busy time 
for St. John’s. Bishop Loring 
made his first visitation to St. 
John's, and while he was there, 

he blessed and dedicated the 
Crawford Memorial Organ. 
The parish was pleased to 
announce that 92 students 
were in the church school's first six 
grades. Once a month, they watched 

a sound movie in the Parish House. The 

Boys' Club, the Knights of St. John, met once 
each week with nearly 35 boys. The club had 
two basketball teams in the church league. The 
younger boys were instructed by the older boys 
each week before they all enjoyed supper. 


Rev. Ringland encouraged the church's women 
to take an active part in assisting the less 


"The Women's Most 
Extensive Project Was The 
Beginning Of A ‘Clothing 

Room’ That Helped Meet The 
Citys Welfare Needs." 


fortunate in the city. 


A new guild, St. Francis Guild, was revived in 1948 
after a short run in the 1920s. This guild quickly 
became the social welfare guild of the parish. 
After a short time, Rev. Ringland suggested that 
the guild’s efforts were awe-inspiring and could 
lead to an incorporated agency known as the 
"Episcopal Charities of Decatur." 


The women's most extensive project 
was the beginning of a 'clothing 
room' that helped meet the 
City's welfare needs. A room 
was constructed in the nave's 
undercroft to distribute items. 
Clothing was contributed 
by people all over the city. St. 
John's Guild and a local cleaner 
washed, mended, and repaired 
anything that needed attention. 


Over a hundred and fifty people were 
clothed within the first four months of the project. 
In addition to clothing, the Welfare Committee, 
composed of Mrs. A. B. Counsell, Mrs. L. L. Thomas, 
Miss Cleda Moses, and Mrs. Frank Quickel, kept 
a supply of food on hand for emergencies. So 
well-run was the program that caseworkers 
were sought to assist advising clients more 
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EPISCOPALIANS LAY PLANS FOR PAROCHIAL UNIT 


Plans for an Episcopal parochial school 
in Decatur were announced at a St. 
John’s parish meeting in the Decatur 
Club Thursday. Members of the parish 
voted unanimously to begin immediately 
to raise necessary funds for a building 
program which, when completed, will 
provide rooms for a school as well as 
for social facilities of the parish and the 
community. No goal was set for the fund 
drive, but the contemplated addition to 
the present church plant is expected to 
require at least $100,000. The Rt. Rev. 
Richard T. Loring, Bishop of Springfield, 
who spoke at the meeting, commended 


the parish on their plans for a parish 
school. “EDUCATION must again become 
the process of integrating knowledge 
in the light of Christian revelation and 
this can be done only in a God-centered 
education,” the bishop said. “1 commend 
your vision and foresight,” Bishop Loring 
said, “in attempting to meet for your 
children the great educational need of 
today and tomorrow.” 


The present St John’s church in the 100 
block West Eldorado Street, was built 
in 1892, and the 89-year-old original 
building of the church is still in use and 


stands Just east of the brick church. 


The parish recently bought property in 
the 500 block of North Church street 
where meetings and classes are held, but 
a new modern addition to the church 
has been under consideration for some 
time. William Starr, Frank Larson, Jn 
Wayne Hatfield and William Shade were 
elected to the vestry of the church for a 
three-year term. Father E. M. Ringland, 
church rector, reported to the parish that 
membership has increased 45 percent 
and income of the parish 300 percent in 
the last four years. 


The Decatur Herald. February 7, 1948. 


professionally. Rev. Ringland, pleased with the 
success of this venture, remarked, “This parish 
has gone back into the field of Christ-like charity 
with a vengeance.” 


The real world entered into Rev. Ringland's 
parish as he contended with annual break- 
ins. During the 1948 Christmas season, one 
of two gold icons were stolen from the 
baptistery. Rev. Ringland's picture 
appeared in the local paper, and 
he was quoted as saying that 
he would be happy to give the 
other to whoever stole the first 

if he would come and claim 

it The value of the icon was 
unknown, for it was old and 
irreplaceable. The icons were 
from Italy and a memorial gift 
from Mrs. C. A. McMillen. 


In 1949, the church had grown to over 

450 communicants. Although the parish 
had acquired several houses surrounding the 
church, they still needed more appropriate 
space. The parish began looking at how to use 
their facilities best. Some parishioners thought 
that the old wooden church, which had been 
built in 1855 and had been added to the present 
church in 1892, should be razed so space could 


(( 


“Plans For A New, Larger 
Parish Hall With A $300,000 
Price Tag Were Cons idered 
And Approved In 1949." 
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be better utilized. The facility had been slated 
for demolition in 1947 but it was saved. It had 
been deconsecrated through the years, and 
parishioners had used it as a parish hall, a 
small gym, a chapel, Sunday school areas, 
and a kitchen. Even with space concerns, the 
overwhelming consensus was that the building 
needed to be saved, so other options were 
considered. 


Plans for a new, larger parish hall 
with a $300,000 price tag were 
considered and approved in 
1949. The Architect was W. M. 
Weidemeyer. Discussions, 
plans, and brochures 
continued regarding the new 
parish hall throughout the next 
several years. Unfortunately, 
the necessary $175,000 to begin 
building was never reached. Money 
that had already been given had 
specific stipulations, such as the church must be 
debt-free to use the bequest. The congregation 
grappled with the next step. 


Two houses were purchased next to the church 
building on Church Street to bridge the gap 
with the growing congregation and the need 
for usable spaces on Church Street. 
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH PLANS ADDITION 


Cost Placed At $300,000 


Plans for a new $300,000 parish house 
for St. John’s Episcopal parish were 
approved at the church's 94th annual 
meeting held last night. 


Members of the building committee 
presented the plans drawn by W. M. 
Weidemeyer, architect, with L. V. DeWitt 
as consultant, and L. W. Shade and Dr. 
M. E. Rose were named as co-chairmen 


of the fund drive. 


It also was announced that the parish 
has a conditional offer of a $100,000 
trust fund, 50 percent for building 
purposes and 50 percent for general 
endowment purposes. 


The two-story proposed parish house 
would face on Church street and be 
connected with the rear of the present 
church building. There will be two 
entrances, one near Church street and 
the other back in a small court which 
would lie between the parish house and 


the church. 
On the first floor will be lobbies for each 


entrance, eight classrooms, a shop and 
four offices. On the second floor will be 
a large dining hall and gymnasium, 
kitchen, library, two guild halls, choir 
room and storage rooms. 


On bulletins given to the 140 voting 
members present at last nights 
meeting, benefits of the proposed 
structure were listed. 


The new building would accommodate 
250 children for Sunday school, would 
provide space for adult education 


groups and youth groups, would give 
adequate office space for the clergy 
and parish staff, would provide a shop 
room for hobby work and would meet 
the future demand for a church-owned 
heating system. 


On the second floor would be the 
gymnasium which would be the heart 
of the youth program. The second floor 
would also provide dining facilities for 
300 persons, would provide adequate 
room for choir rehearsals and would 
give church groups places to meet. 
The library on the second floor would 
provide space for small receptions and 
social functions. 


It was pointed out that St. John's parish 


has doubled since 1944 and that a 
building program is badly needed. 


Fr. E. M. Ringland, rector, reported that 
the parish now has 510 communicants 
and more than 700 baptized members. 


Rt. Rev. Charles Clough, bishop of 
Springfield, who attended the meeting 
said, “You have a beautiful place in 
which to worship. You greatly need a 
place for the family to live and work.” 


The $300,000 estimate on the building 
program includes the cost of land and 
furnishings, Father Ringland said. 


The parish also approved the 1949 
budget of $25,593, an increase of $5,000 
over the 1948 budget. 


EN 
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Proposed Building Plan For Parish House, 1949 
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LEFT: A Nativity window produced by the 
Jacoby Studios in St. Louis was installed in 

1949 in memory of Robert W. Trotter, longtime 
vestryman and, rector’s warden. The window was 


blessed and dedicated by Bishop Clough on May 
22, 1949. 


The high window contained more than 90 
square feet of stained glass. The scene itself was 
of the Nativity, following the directives of the 
1892 vestry. The circle at the top is the ancient 
symbol of Mary. The two small panels at the 
bottom depict the trip by St. Mary and St. 
Joseph to Jerusalem and then the flight of the 
Holy Family into Egypt. 


This window was the first to be installed in 
the church since 1892, and it was hoped that 
its beauty would be an inspiration to others to 
complete the memorial sanctuary windows. 


12 And being warned of God in a dream that they 
should not return to Herod, they departed into their 


own country another way. 


13 And when they were departed, behold, the angel of 
the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, 
and take the young child and his mother, and flee into 
Egypt, and be thou there until 1 bring thee word: for 
Herod will seek the young child to destroy him. 


14 When he arose, he took the young child and his 
mother by night, and departed into Egypt: 


15 And was there until the death of Herod: that it might 


be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the proph- 
et, saying, Out of Egypt have | called my son. 


Matthew 212-15 
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When remodeled, one called the York House 
was used for church school classrooms and 
а social room. Previously another house, 
Canterbury house, had been purchased and 
used for church school classrooms. 


In 1950, the Diocese of Springfield purchased 
Camp Seymour near Decatur to strengthen 
youth work and provide space for conferences 
and religious retreats. The 55-acre camp 
was purchased from the state Y.M.C.A. for 
approximately $25,000 with funds from the 
diocesan orphanage's closure. Rev. Ringland 
became the new Camp Manager and 
negotiated purchase terms. 


Out of respect for the original donor who 
gave the camp to the Y.M.C.A. approximately 
thirty years earlier, it was decided that 

the name would remain the same. 
Coincidentally, the first Bishop 
of the Diocese of Springfield 
had been The Right Rev. 
George Seymour. This name 
association delighted many in 


с 


"In 1950, The Diocese Of 


too complicated. Moving the old church 
down city streets and over a narrow bridge 
meant the wooden structure would have to be 
taken entirely apart and reassembled at the 
campground. The idea was soon dropped. 


On February Ist, 1950, during the 95th Annual 
meeting, a motion was made that a new parish 
hall should be constructed at a lower price of 
$1/5,000.00. The original planned addition for 
$300,000 was scaled down to meet the funds 
that the church had. A planning committee had 
previously approved plans, and construction was 
expected to begin in March of 1951. 


No doubt, more room was needed for the 
congregation as it had 510 communicants and 
more than 700 baptized members. However, 
while plans for the new, grand parish 
facility were at the top of many 
parishioners' list, other projects 
became more pressing. Critical 
improvements included tuck- 
pointing, painting, carpentry 
repairs, rose window repairs, 


the diocese. Springfield Purchased Camp upper roof repairs, and slate 

Seymour Near Decatur To re-roofing. Extensive repairs 
ШЕ Soe, 5-04 or Strengthen Youth Work...” were begun in August 1950. The 
summer Use, паа fifteen lodges repairs included tuckpointing 
ot one: TONS Bonferanes all stonework, putting in new 
center. Space was available 


for 125 campers, and children over 

the age of eight were encouraged to 
attend the camp for fourteen dollars a week. 
Camp Seymour received rave reviews each 
season from both children and adults on its 
well-prepared Christian camp experiences. 
Reflecting on the daily Eucharist event, The 
Springfield Churchman noted, "On clear, warm 
mornings this was held at the outdoor chapel 
by the lake, in a setting so beautiful that it might 
have been Galilee...” 


Some parishioners suggested moving the 
old wooden church, now the guild hall, to the 
newly purchased Camp Seymour. Although 
that action may have saved the old church 
from eventual destruction and provided the 
camp with a needed chapel, the move was 
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stone steps at all five entrances to 

the church, and tearing down the old, 

unused chimney at the back of the guild hall. 

These extensive exterior repairs were the first 

made since the cornerstone was laid 60 years 
ago. 


Іп October, the second phase was begun, 
which included reframing windows, replacing 
and repainting outside woodwork, fixing bell 
tower louvers, and putting on a new roof with 
new guttering. Eventually, the main doors were 
replaced, a new railing was installed, and 
new copper lamps were placed at the main 
doorwoay's sides. Twenty thousand dollars had 
been set aside for the repair work. 


А newspaper article in January 1951 summarized 
the state of the physical building as: 


CAMP SEYMOUR MEMORIES 


BELOW: Camp Seymour Near Decatur Housed Thousands Of Youth During the 19008. 


ЕС. 
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Swimming At The Beach, Camp Seymou 
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CAMP SEYMOUR ACTIVITIES 


BELOW: By The Mid 1940s, The Diocese Of Springfield Began Looking For Camping Properties To Serve 
The Youth Of The Diocese. 


Camp Seymour Food Preparation 
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CAMP SEYMOUR PURCHASED 


BELOW: In 1950, Camp Seymour Was Purchased By The Diocese Of Springfield. 
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ST. JOHN’S HAS NEW BANNER 


Nicholas King, 9, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas King, 815 W. 
North St., and Charles Givens Jr., 12, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. 
J. Givens, 369 S. Westlawn Ave., look at the new banner of 
St. John’s Church which will be carried for the first time in 
services in St. Paul’s Cathedral, Springfield, tomorrow. Both 
boys are acolytes with perfect attendance records. Nickey 


will carry the banner and Charles will present the Sunday 
school Lenten offering. 


LENTEN PILGRIMAGE 
St. John’s Children Take Offerings to Springfield 


The children of the Sunday school of St. John’s Episcopal 
will make their annual pilgrimage to St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
Springfield, tomorrow afternoon to present the Lenten 
offering. The service will be at 4:30 p.m. and the St. John’s 
children will leave the church at 3 p. m. The three parish 
choirs and acolytes will walk in the procession at the 
service and the new church banner will be carried for the 
first time. The banner is made of red satin and has the 
chalice with the snake upon it, which is the shield and 
symbol of St. John. Early writers say that St. John once 
drank poison but was unharmed because he made the 
sign of the cross over the chalice. 


The Decatur Daily Review. April 18, 1953. 


The present church building has remained 
virtually unchanged to this day, although 
recently repairs were made which included 
tuck-pointing stonework, building new 
steps, tearing down an old chimney and 
painting. The ambulatory, Sacristy, and old 
choir room were renovated and paneled 
in gum wood. The church has purchased 
property lying north of the building on 
Church Street and is making use of the 
two houses that stand on the property for 
Sunday school rooms, office space and 
living quarters. 


After completing the critical repairs, the building 
plans had to be updated. On December Ist, 
1952, a special meeting of the Vestry was held 
to discuss the church property's expansion and 
proposed building plan. 
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THE VESTRY REVIEWED THREE POSSIBLE PLANS 
OF ACTION BASED ON RECOMMENDATIONS 
FROM THE PARISH. 


e First, the parish could build a parish house. 


» Second, St. John's could sell the current 
building and property and relocate entirely. 


e Third, the basement of the nave could 
be better utilized through construction to 
provide more space. 


Unfortunately, Rev. Ringland would be little help 
in solving this dilemma. On December 17th, 1952, 
St John’s Vestry accepted Father Ringland's 
resignation as he had been elected the Dean 
of St. Paul's Cathedral in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. 
During his tenure, St. John's congregation had 
nearly doubled, and it had become the most 
robust parish financially in the diocese. Over 
three hundred persons had been presented 


Christmas Pageant, 1952 
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for confirmation, and 271 persons received 
baptism. These figures represented almost 
precisely a third of the total confirmations and 
baptisms during the parish history. The annual 
budget had increased by 600%. 


His accomplishments at St. John's 
were evident, and the parish 
wished to express their thanks 
to his unmatched dedication. 
Between 500 and 600 people 
attended а farewell open 
house in the brown chapel 
where the parish family 


"[Ringlandss] 
Accomplishments At St. John's 
Were Evident, And The Parish 


occasionally spoke to meetings at St. John's 
and presided over special events, such as 
weddings. 


Even though Father Ringland's promotion left 

the parish very sad, he had helped the St. John's 

parish continue to grow, thrive, and 
complete many projects. 


Parishioners had to take over 
more responsibility for keeping 
the parish running smoothly. 
Most importantly, Rev. 
Ringland’s departure in early 


presented the Ringlands with Wished To Express Their m. = Ong - ing 2. 
| А arges arishes without a 

many gifts and remembrances. Thanks To His Unmatched Pis tor Mie Week 

The congregation recognized Dedication” P y | 


Father Ringland with a complete 

set of new white vestments, a 

silver tea service, candlesticks, and a 
briefcase. The congregation youth gave him 
money for a new cassock, and the men of the 
church presented a new typewriter. Rev. and 
Mrs. Ringland kept strong ties with St. John’s, 
often visiting when they could. Dean Ringland 


Bishop Clough came to St. John's 

and supplied as parish priest for most 

of the Holy Week. St. John’s was fortunate 

to have a senior acolyte, Philip Piety, who assisted 
Bishop Clough during this time. 


Mr. Piety had been an acolyte at St. John's for nine 
years and served as senior acolyte. He assisted the 
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шеке. 77% 


Vestry Cross Presentation To Philip Piety, 1953 


Bishop during each Lenten service and prepared 
items such as the aspergillum and stoop to 
distribute holy water to the congregation. 


For Mr. Piety’s untiring efforts, he was awarded the 
Vestry Cross on May 25th, 1953. Rev. F. H. O. 
Bowman, Bloomington, who had been 
supply priest at St. John's, created 

this special honor for him. 


A hard worker, Mr. Piety had 


(( 


He 
WE 


Tess TO CERTIFY 
THAT A RECORD 
HAS BEEN INSCRIBED IN 
THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE AT 
WASHINGTON CATHEDRAL 
OF НЕСЕТ OF 


Philip АФ. 
fora es 


ín memory o 


the 
GLORIA DEO 


A Symbol Of Devotion, Undated 


outstanding example of Ringland’s dedication 

to youth. The parish also presented him with 

over two hundred dollars in recognition of his 

service to St. John’s upon his graduation from 
Millikin University. 


Mr. Piety was a member of Millikin’s 
1953 graduating class, where he 
majored in foreign languages. 
He planned to enter the Air 
Force, where he planned to 


ано Gesn Ine s BOY 2. “For Mr. Piety’s Untiring study Russian and Japanese. 

4. о Efforts, Не Was Awarded The He already spoke fluent 
French, German, and Spanish. 

service to his church. To receive Vestry Cross On May 25th, P 

the God and Country Scouting 1953." He made a return visit to St. 


Award, he had to have regular 

church attendance, participate in 

personal prayer and meditation, have 
knowledge of the Episcopal Church's faith 

and practice, provide evidence of Christian 
character and conduct, and have 150 hours 
of personal service to the church. He was an 


John's in 1999 to help research 

the 2000 History and was amazed 

to find that “an overwhelming sense 

of brotherhood” still existed. His added 
memories of St. John's were invaluable. 


Rev. Edmund Ringland fulfilled his duties in Fond 
du Lac, Wisconsin, as Dean. He then became 
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Debbie King, Steve Bangert, & Patty Myers With Children's Choir, Early 19508 


Father Ringland, Sunday School, Choir, & Acolytes With Open Window, Late 1940s 
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Dean of St. Pauls Cathedral in Springfield, final years, he became rector of St. John the 
Illinois, from 1960 to 1964. No matter where Rev. Apostle Church in Belle Glade, Florida. He died 
Ringland served, he was always а member of suddenly іп 1974 at 60, leaving behind a rich 
many civic and diocesan organizations. In his legacy of service and accomplishment. 
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St. Johns Church 


DECATUR, ILLINOIS 
1855-1945 


<р 


THE RT. REV. JOHN CHANLER WHITE, D.D.,S.T.D. 
Bishop of Springfield 


THE REV. EDMUND MYERS RINGLAND, A.B.,S.T.B. 


Rector 
Мг. В, М, Trotter, Rector's Warden Mr. L. W. Shade, Parish Warden 
Mr. C. C. Clouse, Clerk Мг. Е. F. McKinley, Treasurer 
Vestrymen 
Mr. C. W. Armstrong Мг. Р. б. Leach 
Mr. William Barnes Jr. Мг. D. D. Pease 
Мг, А. B. Counsell Dr. М. Е. Rose 


Мг. Н. М. Galley Мг. Ronald Wheal 
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HOW WE ARE SERVED - - - 


IN BAPTISM WE ARE MADE MEMBERS OF THE 
FAMILY OF GOD. 


“а 


МСЖ -OR 


THE HOLY COMMUNION 
INVOLVES 
BOTH A GIVING AND 
A RECEIVING 
WE OFFER ANEW THE 
SACRIFICE OF CAL- 
VARY. WE RECEIVE 
THE BREAD OF LIFE 
AND ARE 
STRENGTHENED. 


IN HOLY MATRIMONY THE CHURCH GIVES HER 
BLESSING TO A NEW CREATIVE UNIT OF 
HUMAN SOCIETY. THE UNIT WHICH MIRRORS 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 


--- THROUGH THE SACRAMENTS 
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HOW WE АКЕ SERVED - - - 


THE CLERGY OF THE CHURCH GLADLY BRING 
THE HOLY COMMUNION AND THE SACRAMENT 

OF UNCTION TO THE SICK IN HOMES AND 
HOSPITALS. THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY OF 
HEALING CONTINUES THROUGH THE CENTURIES. 


THE CHURCH KEEPS IN TOUCH WITH THE LIVES 
AND HOPES AND PROBLEMS OF HER PEOPLE BY 
THE PARISH CALLS MADE BY THE CLERGY. 


THE CHURCH OFFERS HER MINISTRY TO THE 
FAITHFUL DEPARTED AND TO THOSE WHO ARE 
IN SORROW, GIVING THANKS TO GOD FOR THE 
LIVES OF HER PEOPLE AND COMMENDING THEM 
INTO THE ETERNAL CARE OF THE FATHER OF 
ALL. 


- - - THROUGH THE PASTORAL MINISTRY 
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HOW WE SERVE - - - 


"RELIGION IS ADORATION". THE LITURGY OF OUR CHURCH IS ONE OF THE 
RICHEST AND MOST BEAUTIFUL IN THE WORLD. BUT IT IS ONLY WORDS PRINTED 
ON PAPER IF IT IS NOT THE EXPRESSION OF DEVOTED AND LOVING HEARTS, 


- - - THROUGH WORSHIP 


HOW WE SERVE - -- 


THE VESTRY WITH THE RECTOR 
IS CHARGED WITH THE CARE 
AND MANAGEMENT OF PARISH 
AFFAIRS. 


ин 
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Religious | Music & 7 Boe Б Public Women's |. Men's 


THE PARISH COUNCIL, WITH ITS SEVERAL ‘COMMITTEES, ACTS IN AN ADVISORY CAPACITY TO 
THE VESTRY AND CARRIES ON SPECIFIC FUNCTIONS WITHIN THE LIFE OF THE PARISH. IT 
IS ON THESE COMMITTEES THAT THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE PARISH CAN TRULY ВЕ OF SER- 
VICE TO THE FAMILY OF GOD. 


--- THROUGH WORK 
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HOW WE SERVE - -- 


THE WOMANS AUXILIARY IS COMPOSED OF ALL BAPTISED WOMEN IN THE 
PARISH. THE WOMENS GUILDS ARE WORKING UNITS OF THE AUXILIARY 
WHICH DO RED CROSS SEWING, HOSPITAL SEWING, ALTAR WORK, AND 

MULTITUDINOUS THINGS FOR THE FUNCTIONING OF THE PARISH FAMILY. 


St. Johns Guild 


St. Marys Guild 


St. Marthas Guild 
St. Johns Altar Guild 


- - - THROUGH WORK 
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HOW WE SERVE - - - 


THE ACOLYTES ARE OF GREAT VALUE. 
IT IS THEIR PRIVILEGE TO ASSIST 
THE PRIEST AT THE ALTAR AND IN 
THE SERVICES OF THE CHURCH. 
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OUR PARISH CHOIR ADDS GREAT BEAUTY AND 
DIGNI?Y TO OUR WORSHIP. MEN AND WOMEN 
FIND IN THE CHOIR A REWARDING OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO SERVE THE FAMILY OF GOD. 


THE MEN'S CLUB IS OF THE UTMOST 
IMPORTANCE IN THE PARISH PROGRAM. 
IT SUPPORTS OUR BOYS WORK AND 
PROVIDES FELLOWSHIP FOR THE MEN 
OF THE PARISH. 


--- THROUGH WORK 
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HOW WE SERVE - - - 


IN PRAYER MAN REACHES OUT TO GOD IN NEED, AND WITH THANKSGIVING 
FINDS THAT MAN TRULY DOES NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE. 


- - - THROUGH PRAYER 
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HOW WE SERVE - - - 


THE BUDGET OF ST. JOHNS PARISH 


1945 
SALARIES $ 3,807.00 
UTILITIES 980.00 
OFFICE EXPENSE 575.00 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 1,143.00 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMITTEE 250.00 
SOCIAL COMMITTEE 50.00 
MUSIC AND WORSHIP COMMITTEE 1,200.00 
PROMOTION COMMITTEE 200.00 
ALTAR GUILD 150.00 
DIOCESAN ASSESSMENTS AND MISSION QUOTA 869.00 
RECTOR'S ACCOUNT FOR ALMS AND DISCRETIONARY 240.00 


$ 9,464.00 


INCOME EXPECTED FOR 1945 


LOOSE OFFERING % 500.00 
CHRISTMAS OFFERING 200.00 
EASTER OFFERING 300.00 
INCOME FROM INVESTMENTS 1,800.00 
NEEDED FROM PLEDGES 7,000.00 


$ 9,800.00 


TO OPERATE ST. JOHNS PARISH EVEN ОМ ITS PRESENT ADMITTEDLY INADEQUATE 
SCALE TAKES APPROXIMATELY $800.00 A MONTH OR $185.00 EVERY WEEK. 
YOU CAN SEE FOR YOURSELF HOW MUCH OF THE WEEKLY COST YOU ARE WILLING 
AND ABLE TO SHARE. 


- - - THROUGH GIVING 
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HOW WE SERVE - - - 


Dear Friend, 


As you have looked through these pages I trust that you have caught some vision 
of the work of this parish; what it can do for you; what you can do for this parish. 
We need you in the life and work of this portion of the Christ's Church. 


My one hope is that we may together build up a Christian family which will truly 
represent the Family of God in spirit and in actions. This can only be realized when 
everyone in the parish is sincerely and devoutly consecrating all that he does and 
says and is to Almighty God. Outward observances are not sufficient, our inner life 
must grow and flourish. This is not a mere pious hope but, under God, a real and 
vital necessity if we are to help restore decency, justice and truth to a world that 
so easily forgets the values for which men must live. 


I trust that in the days to come we may progress enough toward the attainment of 
this goal that the men and women who have gone from this parish to the far ends of 
the earth may return to find us with vision, courage and constant faith building a 
better community. 


The phrase, "the future is now", drives me through the days and months, and I 
hope it will come to haunt you as it does me. The future lies not at the end of a 
succession of days and years: the future is now. And the future of St. Johns parish 
lies not in 1955 when we will have completed a hundred years of life in this communi- 
ty; it depends upon you and me now for the future is now. 


With kindest regards to you, I am 


Faithfully yours 


“С 


Rector 


GRAY DAYS AHEAD 
[SSIS 


n May of 1953, Rev. Francis Campbell Gray 

accepted a call to St. John's. Rev. Gray came 

to Decatur from St. Michael's and All Angels 
Church in Cincinnati, Ohio, where he had served 
for the previous five years. 


Forty-two years old, he was born in 1911, in Ocala, 
Florida, son of the Rt. Rev. Campbell Gray, second 
Episcopal Bishop of the Diocese of Northern 
Indiana. He went to school in Rhinelander, 
Wisconsin, and to Howe Military Academy, 
Howe, Indiana. He graduated from the University 
of the South, Sewanee, Tennessee, and from 
the General Theological Seminary, New York 
City, where he was ordained. Three years later, 
the Seminary awarded him a Bachelor of 
Sacred Theology degree for his thesis on the 
Besao Igorot religion of the Philippines and the 
Christian approach. 


After his ordination, he was a chaplain at 
Manhattan State Hospital with the New York City 
missions and then served four churches in the 
Wabash River Valley in Indiana. 


Father Gray had many accolades to his name. 
In Cincinnati, he served as a Director of the 
Hamilton County Chapter of the American 
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Red Cross and was Chairman of its speakers' 
bureau. In addition, he was a 1953 delegate to 
the National Red Cross Convention. 


From 1945 to 1948, he was Assistant Rector of St. 
Paul's Church, Peoria, Illinois, and in charge of 
parish youth work. He served as Board Member 
and Vice-Chairman for the Peoria Mental 
Hygiene Society and Chairman of the Health 
and Welfare Division of the Peoria Community 
Chest. In addition, Rev. Gray was also chaplain 
of the Peoria Reserve Officers Association and 
later chaplain of the State Association. 


“In May Of 1953, Rev. Francis 
Campbell Gray Accepted A 
Call To St. John." 


One of his most defining life events would be 
when he went to the Philippines in 1938 with his 
new wife, Jane, to do missionary work. Father 
Gray, his wife, and his first son were taken as 


Jn 


Gray Family Arrival, 1953 


Japanese prisoners in 1942. They spent three 
years in prison camps in Baguio, Bontoc, and 
Muntinlupa, preaching as they were able, and 
were finally released by troops from the 37th 
Division on February 4th, 1945. After returning 
to the United States, Father Gray worked for the 
reconstruction of advance funds drive for the 
National Episcopal Church. 


с 


“Father Gray, His Wife, And 
First Son Were Taken As 
Japanese Prisoners 
In 1942.” 


Father Gray conducted his first service іп 
Decatur on August 9th, 1953. Soon, he and 
his family moved into the church rectory 


on Eldorado Street. However, the house was 
deemed too small for the family of six, and the 
following December, St. John's purchased a 
different home for Rev. Gray, his wife, three sons, 
and daughter at 1346 West Wood. 


Immediately after coming to Decatur, Rev. Gray 
was approached by many groups to speak 
about his experiences during the war. He talked 
to a wide variety of civic organizations and 
wasn't hesitant to discuss his experiences as a 
prisoner of war. 


It was an active fall for the church family. One 
of St. John's own was ordained in September of 
1953. Rev. Banner was ordained both deacon 
and priest in St. Pauls Cathedral, Springfield, 
Illinois. Preaching the sermon for Banners 
ordination was the Very Rev. E. M. Ringland of St. 
Pauls Cathedral, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. Rev. 
Gray was the officiant. 


Rev. Banner was born on July 7th, 1928, in 
Bloomington, Illinois, the son of Francis and 
Margaret Banner. He was a 1950 graduate of 
Millikin University and graduated from Seabury 
Western Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois. 


Rev. Daniel Lee Banner, 1953 
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REV. GRAY, WIFE, SON RELEASED FROM MANILA INTERNMENT CAMP 


Following approximately three years’ 
confinement in Japanese internment camps, 
the Rev. Francis Campbell Gray, Episcopal 
missionary and his family have been released 
from Santo Tomas Camp, Manila, according 
to a United Press release referred to in a 


South Bend Ind. Tribune article February 9. 


Ц. 5. troops reached Santo Tomas recently 
and liberated thousands of internees. Mr. 
Gray is the nephew of Mrs. Joseph A. Gray 
of Scotland Place, Belle Meade Park, and 
the late Mr. Gray, former secretary for the 
Banner Publishing Company and або 
secretary to the late Maj E. B. Stahlman, 
former publisher of THE BANNER. 


The United Press release, with a Santo 
Tomas Camp, Manila, dateline, quoted the 
missionary’s wife, Mrs. Jane Gray, as stating 
that she and. her husband, with their four- 
year-old son, Francis Campbell Gray, Jr, had 
remained in hiding in the hills for about six 
months after the beginning of the war with 
Japan until they were found and interned 


by the Japanese. They were formerly at 
Camp Holmes, an internment сатар in the 
northern part of Luzon Island some 50 miles 
north of Manila. 


The missionary is the son of the late Episcopal 
Bishop Campbell Gray of Mishawaka, Ind. 
The last direct word that Mrs. Gray received 
from her son was in October, 1944, when he 
cabled her that he had received news of his 
father’s death which occurred May 16, 1944. 
The information was relayed to him through 
the International Red Cross, which also 
handled his cable to his mother, according 
to the article. 


Mr. Gray’s mother is the former Miss Virginia 
Neil Morgan, a native of Nashville. 


A passenger who returned more than a 
year ago on the exchange ship Gripsholm 
informed Mrs. Gray that her son and his 
family were confined in separate quarters, 
but were permitted to see one another once 


a day. 
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American Internees Of Santo Tomas Сату, 1945 
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Served as Cook 


The missionary worked as a cook in the camp 
kitchen, it was reported, but was permitted 
to resume preaching 


A native of Deland, Fla, Mx. Gray is a 
graduate of Howe Military Academy, 
Howe, Ind., the University of the South 
Sewanee, Tenn., and the General Theolo gical 
Seminary, New York City. 


Following graduation from the seminary, Mr. 
Gray's first charge was in Houston, Texas, 
where he served as assistant to the dean at 
the Episcopal Cathedral. He and his wife 
went to the Philippines in 1938, a few weeks 
following their marriage in Houston. Their 
son was born in the Philippines. Mr. Gray 
is a descendant of number of distinguished 
churchmen. His father served as bishop of 
the Episcopal diocese of Northern Indiana 
prior to his death, and the missionary's 
grandfather, the late Rt. Rev. William Crane 
Gray was the first missionary bishop of 
Southern Florida for a number of years... 


Santo Tomas Dormitory, 1945 


FATHER GRAY RECALLS LIFE IN JAP PRISON 
Served as Missionary In Philippines at War’s Start 


„Father Gray, the new rector of St. John's 
Episcopal Church, went with his recent bride 
to the Philippines to do missionary work in 
1938. Three years later, when their son was a 
year and a half old, the Japanese attack came... 


Father Gray and his family were at a mission 
station in the mountain province town of 
Sagada. Just before the attack Father Gray had 
been in Manila for an appendicitis operation. 
Shortly after he returned on the morning of 
Dec. 8 he was conducting a procession through 
the town in honor of the Feast of the Conception 
when a formation of Japanese bombers flew 
over on their way to bomb Manila. 


Actually, Father Gray said, the 33 Americans 
at the mission did not see Japanese troops for 
almost two months after the initial attack. A 
small reconnaissance force arrived on Feb. 2, 
1942. “They made us sign a paper saying we 
wouldn't do anything dilatory to the Japanese 
occupation. We figured it was signed under 
duress and didn’t count anyway.” 


After looting the mission store the Japanese 
troops departed, leaving the mission alone 
until May of that year. 


On the last Sunday in May Father Gray and 
the others at the mission left their “flock” to 
go to Bontok. The “flock” were members of 
the Igorot tribe who had been head-hunters. 
The Bontoke tribe, after who the capital was 
named, still practiced headhunting against 
neighboring tribes. 


After spending three weeks in another mission 
compound the group was loaded on trucks and 
taken to what had been the American army's 


Camp Holmes near Bagio. The Japanese had 
renamed it Civilian Interment Camp No. 3. 


Father Gray said of his captors, “The Oriental 
is intuitive in his thinking. What they (the 
Japanese) said yesterday had no bearing 
on today.” For a while the missionaries 
might be permitted to run their own camp 
life undisturbed. Then the Japanese would 
clamp on restrictions because of some 
fancied infraction of the rules which the 
Americans had never heard of: 


Dysentery and beri beri were with the 
prisoners constantly and became more of 
a problem as time went by and their food 


became scarcer and poorer. 


Food was Father Gray's special province, 
since he was one of the camp cooks. When 
rice became scarce, he said, their staple food 
was the sweet potato which grows almost 
wild in the Philippines. 


Toward the end of their captivity, the prisoners 
were fed fish. To catch them, the Japanese 
placed charges of dynamite in the ocean and 
scooped out the fish the charges killed. The 
dynamite frequently made the fish soft or blew 
them to pieces. “Our cooks’ standards were 
high and we threw out over half of the fish we 
got. But as the people became hungrier they 
took the fish from the garbage can and cooked 
it themselves,” Father Gray said. 


At first the men were not permitted more 
than 30 minutes a day with their families but 
later this restriction was relaxed. 


Bridge and chess were Father Gray's favorite 
means of passing time. The Americans also 


organized a show company and produced 
several plays. 


In addition, a complete school curriculum 


was offered for the children. 


One year the high school graduates received 
their home-made dip lomas wrapped around 
miniature wooden balls and chains as a 
humorous symbol of their captivity. 


On Dec. 26,1944 the entire group was moved 
without explanation to Bilibid Penitentiary 
There they slept on concrete 
floors without even the straw ticking they 
had previously had for bedding. “We were 
crowded together like cattle,” Father Gray 
said. Conditions got progressively worse 


in Manila. 


during the next three months as food 
became more scarce and American troops 


pressed the Japanese forces harder. 


At n a. m. on Feb. 4, 1945, the Japanese forces 
suddenly pulled out. At 7 p. m. that evening 
troops of the American 37th Infantry Division 
(Ohio National Guard) entered the prison. 


4 understand there was a liquidation order 
out for us which was about to be carried out 
when the 37th came for us,” Father Gray stated. 


Some n weeks later, Father Gray and his 
family sailed for the United States aboard 
the Dutch freighter Japara. 


Father Gray said that one of the things he 
dreamed of during his capture was sleeping 
on a Simmons bed. In the hold of the 
Japara the bunks were in tiers bolted to the 
bulkheads. “On the pipe to which my bunk 
was bolted, was a small metal plate which 


said, ‘a Simmons bed." " 
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Father Banner worked in Illinois, from south 
to north. In 1970, he accepted the call to be 
the rector at St. Paul's Church By-The-Lake 
in Chicago. During his twenty-two years at 
St. Paul's, Rev. Banner shepherded the parish 
through the challenges resulting from adopting 
the new Prayer Book in 1979. He also presided 
over the implementation of a new Endowment 
Fund. 


Father Banner's wisdom, calm demeanor, gentle 
spirit, and delightful humor made him beloved 
by his family members and the parishioners in 
every church where he served. In 2003, a Golden 
Jubilee celebration was held to honor the 50th 
Anniversary of his ordination. 


During his retirement years in Quincy, Illinois, he 
enjoyed assisting at services and taking 
communion to the shut-ins at the 

local Veterans Horne. He died 

in March 2020 at 90 years of 


to the congregation, and to teach about the 
Episcopal church's faith and practices. 


Frequently his bulletins and newsletters were 
penned by him and contained original drawings 
and calligraphy. The newsletters might have 
seemed crude by some standards, with the 
handwritten notes, smeary mimeograph print, 
and low paper quality, but many parishioners 
kept them for years because of the educational 
information they contained. 


He had much to do in a short time. First, he 
established the Rector's Discretionary Fund in 
place of alms, so there would be a steady fund 
for the rector to share. He also had come in the 
midale of planning an extensive building project 
of which he had to become knowledgeable and 
later implement. 


Interior construction matters were also 
concerning. In August, the top step 


age. (C of the altar was removed. The 

vestry contemplated building a 
On the surface, it “Беу. Сулу Bevan А. confessional, but later decided 
appeared St. John's was in . | у ер | on а portable one. Rev. Gray 
relatively good order, but Vigorous Plan Of Action, made significant changes in the 
Rev. Gray was called into Building Upon His Vast telephone service. He had the 
action quickly. St. John's Experience Working telephone system rewired with two 
budget was in desperate With Volunteers” lines and several extensions in other 
need of more funds and buildings to answer the phone more 
steady financial support from efficiently in all of the church buildings 
the  parishioners. The  vestry and the office. 


immediately put together a "Tithing 
Formula" for the congregation and produced 
a brochure to explain how "heroic measures" 
would be needed to make St. John's budget 
solvent for the year. They then scheduled an 
unusual September annual meeting along with 
the yearly picnic to meet the Gray family and 
discuss the budget. 


Rev. Gray began a vigorous plan of action, 
building upon his vast experience working 
with volunteers. To communicate with the 
parishioners, Father Gray put together a 
newsletter entitled, “Parish Life and Record.” 
His weekly newsletter provided information 
about parishioners’ lives, other churches, and 
the national church. He used the venue to put 
in small articles about things that happened 
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St. John’s corner campus of church buildings 
and several older houses needed a plan and 
updating. Besides the church building itself, St. 
John’s owned the rectory at 130 W. Eldorado 
and houses at 526 N. Church and 530-532 N. 
Church. The vestry felt that the purchase of a 
new rectory that was more satisfactory for the 
Gray family of six would free the old rectory to be 
used for Sunday School rooms. Plans for a new 
parish hall that had lain dormant for several 
years needed to be finalized. On top of known 
issues, the building committee presented new 
concerns in early January 1954. 


Unbelievably, until now, Rev. Gray had been 
supplying at St. John’s. He was officially installed 
by the Rt. Rev. Charles A. Clough, Bishop of 
Springfield, in ceremonies on January 25th, 1954. 


Ax 
d 


х 1 ; ^ M N r A x - ^ 
Debbie King, Madeline Moore, & Tom Cornell At Church School, 1950s 
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He had been at St. John’s since August, but the 
Bishop's installation made his position official. 


Following the mass, St. John’s members 
adjourned to the Y.M.C.A. for the regular January 
annual dinner and business meeting with 
over 130 persons in attendance. At the dinner, 
the Rector's Cross, an award for the church's 
distinguished laymen, originated by the Ven. Rev. 
E. M. Ringland, was presented to two members 
of St. John's. James M. Sommer, former rector's 
warden, received the cross to recognize his 
service during the church's months without a 
pastor. William E. Starr, the new rector's warden, 
was awarded the second cross in honor of his 
work in planning the budget, implementing 
the every member canvas, and serving on the 
building committee. 


As 1954 progressed, several pressing conditions 
in the church building and adjoining houses 
were found and required immediate attention. 
The most crucial areas were dangerous 
deteriorating trusses in the nave and bell tower, 
and problems with the roof. 


(( 


“As 1954 Progressed, 
Several Press ing Conditions 
In The Church Building And 
Adj oining Houses Were Found 
And Required Immediate 
Attention.” 


Along with repairing safety concerns, itwas finally 
time for the parishioners to take substantial 
steps toward securing a larger parish hall and 
more usable safe spaces for education and 
meeting areas. Extensive, elaborate plans had 
been drawn up in the early 1950s. However, the 
final plans were toned down, so no extra fund 
drive was needed. The new plans called for a 
much smaller addition, and for the original 1855 
church to be razed. 
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PARADE 1S HIGHLIGHT OF ARMED FORCES DAY SHOW 


Decatur observed Armed Forces Day 
yesterday with a noon luncheon in the 
Decatur Club and an afternoon parade 
through the downtown area. 


Speaking at the luncheon, the Rev. Francis С. 
Gray, rector of St. John’s Episcopal Church, 
stressed the importance of making the right 
adjustment to world tension. 


In making this adjustment, Father Gray 
said, the United States must maintain 
honor, courage, and good faith and at the 
same time be ready to defend itself’ against 
an aggressor. 


“Armed Forces Day reminds us that there 
is always the possibility of a breakdown in 
meeting tension” he said. 


“ТЕ reminds us that no matter how well we 
keep our temper, there is always a possibility 
that someone else may strike the first blow.” 


“It reminds us that courage is a virtue,” he 
continued, “and bullying is a vice. Very often 
courage and bullying must come face to 


face.” 


Father Gray referred to a poem by Kipling 
which carries a warning for nations who 
trust in their own might and forget God. 


“Our national forces ате necessary and 
must be maintained,” the speaker said, “but 
we must also remember that unless other 
nations of the world have confidence in our 
integrity, Kipling’s warning is for us. 


“If our country is faithful to the spiritual 
strength which is at the core of her very 
life and which can be traced back to the 
beginning of our national life, we can be sure 
that we will use our arms like a champion in 


defense of our right.” 


Father Gray described a Communist as “a 
man making a negative response to tnner 
tensions and outer abuses.” 


The Communists have formed what might be 
calleda league of hate, he said. In addition to 
denying God, he said, they unite themselves 
entirely with the materialistic and deny all 
spiritual values. 


Father Gray, who spent three years in 
Japanese prison camps in the Philippines 
during World War 1l, told of some of his 
experiences as a prisoner and said he has 
nothing but admiration for the courage and 
loyalty shown Бу U. S. soldiers during the 
Philippine fighting. 


About 100 persons including representatives 


Armed Forces Parade, Circa 1950s 


of each branch of the Armed Forces attended 
the luncheon program. Most of those at the 
luncheon also participated in the parade 


which followed. 


Most of the main points along the route of 
the hour-long parade were crowded with 
watchers. The parade featured the Chanute 
Air Force Base Band and marching Band 
and marching units from the University of 
Illinois Army and Air Force ROTC. 


Other bands included the Municipal Band, 
Lakeview High School band and the Shrine 
Oriental Band. The Armed Forces section 
of the parade consisted of the ROTC units, 
Army and Navy reserve units and floats from 
the Decatur Signal Depot, Marine Corps and 
Civil Air Patrol. 


Patriotic and fraternal organizations were 
represented in other parade sections. 


Others in the line of march included 
students from a Decatur baton twirling 
studio and members of the Trail Riders. 


Harold Schmitt, Armed Forces 
chairman, and R. V. Lennen, chairman of 


Day 


the Association of Commerce military affairs 
committee, were parade marshals. 


th. 
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99th Annual Meeting Cover, 1954 


It was a busy time, and Rev. Gray needed help 
to transform his vision into reality. Rev. Myron 
Dalbert Herrick joined St. John's as a curate 
on October Ist, 1954. Part of his duties included 
ministering to a new Episcopal mission in 
Taylorville, Illinois, St. Stephen's. 


с 


“On June 8th, 1955, А 
Resolution Was Approved 
To Contract A New 
Parish House Costing 
$160,000.” 


Rev. Herrick had attended Southern Methodist 
University for his Bachelors Degree in Latin, 
ancient Greek, and Hebrew. He also had earned 
a degree in clinical psychology from the 
University of Kansas. Later, Rev. Herrick attended 
Nashotah House Seminary іп Nashotah, 
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Wisconsin, where he received his Masters of 
Divinity. In December of 1959, he married Valerie 
Writer in Denver, Colorado. 


After leaving St. John’s, Father Herrick ministered 
as an Episcopal Priest for 27 years. In the mid- 
1980s, he found a spiritual home in the Orthodox 
Church where he served as Priest Father Michael 
for the rest of his life. Throughout his ministry, 
Father Michael also served as а licensed 
psychologist. He died in Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
in 2015, following a brief illness. He was survived 
by his family and missed by his parishioners. 


On June 8th, 1955, a resolution was approved to 
contract a new parish house costing $160,000. 
This price was nearly half what the first building 
plan proposed. The revised parish house would 
consist of an all-purpose room, Sunday school 
rooms, and a kitchen. The parish funded over 
one half of the project from a grant from the 
late Guy Scovill. 


Rev. Myron D. Herrick & Family, Circa 1960s 


EPISCOPALIAN CHURCH VOTES ON BUILDING PLAN 


А $160,000 building and remodeling 
program has been approved by the vestry 
of St. John's Episcopal Church. 


Architect Rodney Spangler of Harris, 
Spangler, Beall & Salogga has been 
authorized to proceed with working 
drawings and has indicated that bids 


will be called for sometime this spring. 


Report of the building plans was made 
to members of the church at the 100th 
parish meeting last night by W. R. 
Stoune, parish warden, and William 
Barnes, general chairman of the building 
committee. 


A two-floor addition, will be constructed 
to the north of the present structure 
across the back of lots already owned by 
the church on Church Street. 


The Decatur Daily Review. January 28, 1955. 


The lot immediately next door to the 
church from which the house was razed 
last February will be surfaced as a 
parking lot. 


The addition will provide 8,000 square 
feet of extra space for use as Sunday 
school and meeting space. 


The first floor will be devoted to an 
all-purpose room which will not be 
partitioned. Sunday school classes will 
occupy the basement floor. 


The work will not involve tearing down 
any of the present structures until the 
addition is finished, according to the 
Rev. Francis C. Gray, rector. After it is 
completed the 100-year-old first St. 
John’s Church, which now is used as a 


parish hall, will be razed. 


On the present building there will be 
extensive roof repairs, new sidewalks, 
painting and repairs and painting as 
well to the houses now used for Sunday 
school classes. 


No all-out fund drive is planned, 
according to Stoune. 


Approval of the addition plans climaxes 
work on repairing and finding ways to 
add space to the church which began in 
1950. Because of lack of space in which to 
expand without tearing down buildings 
which were in regular use, the present 
plans were not formulated until the 
purchase of a new rectory enabled the 
church to tear down the house at 328 N. 
Church and to use the old rectory at 130 
W. Eldorado for Sunday school classes. 
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ST. JOHN'S DEDICATION OF PARISH 
HOUSE SET 


The Rt. Rev. Charles A. Clough, Bishop of the Springfield 
Diocese of the Episcopal Church, will direct the laying 
of the cornerstone and the dedication of the new Parish 
House at St. John’s Episcopal Church at 9 a. m. tomorrow. 
The project was initiated by the Very Rev. E. M. Ringland 


during his ministry here. He was succeeded by the Rev. 


Francis C. Gray in 1953. 
The Decatur Daily Review. March 10, 1956. 


Mr. Scovill was a long-time member of St 
John’s Church, where he once sang in the 
boys’ choir. Rev. Ringland had conducted Guy 
Scovill's funeral in 1950. Mr. and Mrs. Scovill were 
well-known benefactors who gave much to 
the Decatur area and Millikin University. Their 
endowment helped St. John's move ahead with 
the Parish House project. 


Later in 1955, St. John's long-awaited addition to 
the north, including church school classrooms, 
d large meeting hall, and a kitchen, was 
completed. Several of the Women's Guilds 
gifted the church hundreds of dollars to 
buy equipment and furniture for the 

new areas. The Blessing of the 
Cornerstone and Dedication of 
the Parish House occurred on 
March lith, 1956. This building 
project had been started and 
completed during the tenures 

of two separate rectors, Rev. 
Ringland and Rev. Gray. The 
building committee consisted 

of Chairman W. C. Starr, William 
Barnes ІП, William Beall, Harrison 
Blades, James Sommer, and 
Wiliam R. Stoune. The construction 
committee included Chairman Alvin Counsel, 
Lewis W. Shade, George Cornell, William Barnes, 
and William Stoune. The architects were Harris, 
Spangler, Beall, and Salogga. 


St John's began to plan many activities to 
highlight the 100th year of the church. The 
parish was thriving. It had grown to over 500 
communicants, had over a dozen parish 


(( 


“In May 1955, St. John's 
Celebrated Its 100th 
Anniversary.” 


1955 Cornerstone, 2020 


organizations, and one of the finest church 
facilities in the city or diocese. Mrs. Levenia 
Trotter worked diligently as chairman of the 100th 
Anniversary events. Rev. Gray recounted, in his 
annual report, a feeling that many parishioners 
throughout the years have felt about St. John’s: 


Our Altars and our windows, our Cross and 

candlesticks, our baptismal font, and the 

vases in which we place flowers, together 

with the flowers themselves are constant 

reminders of the love of God and the hearts 
of those who have gone before us... 


Іп Мау 1955, St. John’s celebrated 
its 100th Anniversary. The official 
birthday would have been in 
September of 1955, but the 
parish selected the second 
week in May since it included 
the Feast of St. John, the 
disciple after whom the church 
was named. 


The eight-day occasion was 
celebrated with special events 
hence the title “Octave.” 


The special Octave Celebration began on Friday, 
May 6th, 1955, feast day of the parish's patron 
saint, St. John. Three Corporate Communion 
masses were held during the morning in 
anticipation that every communicant could 
receive communion in thanksgiving for the 
church's blessings. The service commemorated 
the miraculous escape from death in boiling oil 
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Construction On North Side Of Stone Church, 1955 
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CONSTRUCTION OF PARISH HOUSE ADDITION, 1955 - PAGE 2 
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Construction South Of The Former Standard Oil Building, 1955 


Construction Of Classrooms, 1955 
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Bricking The Parish Hall Classrooms, 1955 


Framing The Doorway Of Classrooms, 1955 
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of the patron Saint before the Lateran Gate in 
Rome. 


On Saturday, May 7th, the Octave Celebration 
Events continued with a barbecue and square 
dance at Camp Seymour. Many Decatur 
residents, civic leaders, and clergy from other 
churches joined in the festivities. 


On Sunday, May 8th, Bishop Clough celebrated 
a choral Eucharist of Solemn Thanksgiving. The 
Lady Altar, the Baptismal Altar, and the great 
pillars were festive with flowers and lemon 
leaves. The fiery red dossal curtain of St. John’s, 
lapped by the white gold curtain along the 
edges, formed a brilliant background for the 
high altar. It was decorated with white gladiolas, 
dark red snapdragons, and cut Easter lilies, 
placed there in memory of Mary Jane Bonney, 
a former communicant. 


A General Requiem was celebrated on Monday, 
May 9th for the repose of former rectors of 
the parish and bishops of the diocese. The 
Churchwomen met for corporate communion 
and breakfast on Wednesday, Мау 1th. 


St. John's closed the eight-day 
Octave Celebration with a Solemn 
Choral Evensong, which was 
offered as a contribution to 
Decaturs spiritual life. The 
setting for this service, from 
ancient chant through Hayden, 
Mendelssohn, Rachmaninoff, 
and the contemporary Healey 
Willan, concluded the week. A 
hymn was explicitly composed for 
the occasion called “Festival Hymn to 

St. John” by parishioner Virginia Rogers 

Mickel. Rev. Gray's sermon was devoted entirely 
to the life of St. John. The Octave Celebration 
was concluded, but the second century was 
just beginning. 


A booklet that was put together by the Women's 
Auxiliary and the week-long Octave Bulletin is 
reproduced at the end of this chapter. 


Entered into the new parish register, which 
began on Sept. 10th, 1955, the following words 
were written and penned by Rev. Gray: 


(C 


“In September Of 1956, The 
Weak And Dangerous Trusses 
In The Nave Were Finally 
Repaired. 


With this Parish Register, St. John’s Church, 
Decatur, Illinois, goes into its second century 
of life and work for our dear Lord. The Articles 
of Incorporation, signed one hundred years 
ago today, appear in the opening pages 
of the first register of the parish. As we 
appear presently to the World, we number 
approximately six hundred communicants 
and a somewhat greater number of 
baptized souls whose schedule of worship 
includes the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass daily 
and thrice on every Lord’s Day. May the 
same Lord Jesus, who shall come to judge 
quick and dead in the day of His appearing, 
see also in us humble and contrite hearts, 
prepared by due Penance for the Great Day. 


Rev. Gray worked very hard and wanted 
communicants to assist the church in the best 
way they could. He also believed that every 
member was responsible for giving his fair share 
of the budget. “If what you are giving is below 
this mark, now is the time to come in to line 
with your full responsibility as a communicant.” 
He firmly supported the Episcopal Church and 
believed strongly in tithing. 


Even though St. John’s had a 
brand-new parish house and 
several interior repairs had 
been made to the church, 

other much-needed repairs 
were also completed. 
Outside repairs changed 
the silhouette of the church 
building. Workmen took the 
steeple off of the bell tower, 
which was the main entrance. The 
roof was rebuilt with a flat surface 
due to dangerous conditions in the 
entranceway. A new cross was erected after 
the flat roof was completed. 


In September of 1956, the weak and dangerous 
trusses in the nave were finally repaired. For 
three months, services had to be held in the 
newly added parish hall. An inspection had 
reported that the "roof trusses. .. are unstable, 
and may fail at any time." Truss weakness and 
possible failure, falling shingles, bad leaks, 
and torn flashing were constant sources of 
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Remodeled Bell Tower, 1950s 


danger. Other renovations included St. Mary’s 
Hall, the house adjacent to St. John’s that was 
purchased for use as a rectory. This structurally 
sound house had been well-maintained for use 
by the parish family because of its proximity to 
the church. To beautify the property, workers 
removed the old front porch. Ав repairs 
progressed, new needs were revealed. 


These renovations continued to drive the need 
for additional alterations. It was discovered 
that the church building had no actual east 
wall. The original stone building had been 
built around the old brown church from 1855. 
Therefore, any further construction or removal 
of the early brown church would necessitate a 
new east wall. 


Another problem was on the horizon. The 
steam heat that had been provided 
throughout the city was nearing 

an end. When this happened, 

St. John’s would need to invest 

in its own heating plant. It 


с 


the building during the renovations. After the 
Centennial celebration, they returned to their 
previous goals. 


St. John’s Guild, led by President Mrs. Elmer 
Wheal, met each Tuesday to quilt and sew for 
the Welfare room. They sold various items, which 
financed their activities. This Guild, organized in 
1896, continued as the parish’s oldest guild. 


Although the women of St. Martha’s Guild 
were known for putting on annual bridge- 
luncheons in the St. John’s Parish Hall, their 
principal activity was meeting each Monday to 
sew various articles that were sold to finance 
an extensive Parish Assistance Program. This 
guild was first mentioned in 1889, and then 
the Great War interrupted their work. It was 
reactivated іп 1921 by Mrs. W. C. Pluck, Jr, who 
was the group's first president. It was to 
consist of younger married women 
who were not connected with the 
Churchwomen’s Guild. 


was estimated that to gain "Repairing The Building And Sh Marna WIS насы que 
a furnace, boiler, and stack, The Celebration OF Th th best known of the guilds in 
e Celebration Of The 100 1954. The president, Mrs. James 
the cost would be around Asi Of St. John’ 
$37,000.00. nntversary yf . Johns Sommer, helped the guild 
Rekindled Interest In The members keep alive the art of 
Repairing the building and Parishs History.” fine sewing as they met each 


the celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of St. John's rekindled 
interest in the parish's history. Several 
committees researched areas such as 
rectors and memorials. However, two people 
took a dedicated interest in the past. Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Shade were directly related to 
one of the earliest families of the church, the 
Lewis Shades. For several years, they studied 
the vestry minutes, made notes, and worked 
diligently to have these documents re-bound. 
Mr. Bob Shade, a fantastic speaker, and writer, 
prepared several informative talks that he gave 
to the church and the community throughout 
the next several years. He spoke about more 
than just St. John’s history as he tied the present 
church to other Episcopal topics. 


The 1950s guilds still took an active role in St. 
John’s life, but their objectives were changing. 
They had been instrumental іп refurbishing 


Monday to make boudoir slippers, 
intricately beaded bags, and other 
articles that required fine needlework. 
The eighteen to twenty members annually 
hand-sewed between 400 and 500 pairs of soft 
quilted slippers known as "scuffies." 


Scuffies were shipped all over the United States 
and earned the women's group a profit of 
several hundred dollars yearly. Major outlets for 
the washable slippers were women's exchanges 
in St. Louis, Chicago, New York, and hospital 
gift shops throughout the country. Most of the 
slippers were made of cotton material. Around 
Christmas, the women made fancy silk slippers. 
As a specialty, they sewed bridal slippers out 
of white satin. Their handiwork received rave 
reviews. 


The women’s efforts allowed St. Martha’s Guild 
to help out with many projects at St. John’s. A 
copy of the guild’s contributions to St. John’s 
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Guild Beaded Bag, Circa 1950s 


from 1957 to 1971 is included later in this chapter. 


St. Francis Guild had around 20 members at 
this time. It was primarily responsible for the 
welfare room's operation, assisting in the giving 
out of clothing, keeping the stock in order, and 
helping with the gathering of clothes. The Co- 
Chairmen were Mrs. Robert Bangert and Mrs. 
Fred Limerick. Socially, the guild met the 

third Wednesday of the month for a 

potluck dinner in the Parish Hall. 


The Altar Guild, sometimes 
earlier known as the Sanctuary 
Guild, cared for the things of 

the sanctuary and sacristy. 
Their work aimed to emulate 
Martha and Mary and their 
devotion to the Biblical home 

in Bethany, where the Lord loved 
to visit. They felt that by offering 
their work as an act of devotion to 

Him, they combined Martha and Mary's 
service. The Altar Guild was usually the guild 
that worked the most closely with the rector. 
Quite often, it was the Altar Guild that first heard 
a new rector's wants, needs, and wishes for the 
daily and Sunday services. Mrs. Jack Longbons 
was the president during the mid-1950s. 


с 


“The Guilds Indeed Did The 
Work Of The Church.” 


The Altar Guild was responsible for the small 
details of the service that characterized an 
Episcopal Church Mass. For instance, the 
bishop's log of that time noted that dossals in 
all five liturgical colors now hung behind the 
high altar. The dossals were arranged on rods 
with the white forming a border for the other 
four colors. The Altar guild was responsible 
for keeping the symbolic color visible during 
the appropriate season. The changing of the 
colors for the proper season was just one of 
their myriad tasks that made the service more 
beautiful for all. 


The Woman's Auxiliary, led by president Mrs. 
Ralph Myers, united all the church women 
in Christian fellowship. This group provided 
а means by which the women could know 
and apply the teaching of Jesus Christ and 
prompted the spiritual, educational, social, and 
material welfare of the church. It was part of a 
large group that increased the knowledge and 
participation in the Episcopal Church's work 
in the diocese and the worldwide Christian 
movement. A memorable fundraiser from this 
period was the sale of beautiful cream-colored 
plates depicting St. John's building. 


In 1954, two other Guilds were active. The first 
was St. Mark's Guild, which consisted of 
all church school staff members. 
The second guild was the Guild 
of the Christ Child that included 
all parents of children younger 

than three years. 


The guilds indeed did the work 

of the church. St. Martha's 

Guild had a poem taped inside 

their minutes' notebook as if to 

remind themselves of the beauty 
of all the women's guild work. 


Adding to the activity from the 

guild's renovations and works, St. John's 
was fortunate during the 1950s to have an 
accomplished musician and educator on staff. 


Mary Jane Farley received her Bachelor of Music 
Education from Millikin University in 1949. She 
was proficient in both voice and the piano. After 
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The Marthas 


The Marthas of the church are those 
Who serve the Lord from day to day. 
There always is a group that sews, 
Or keeps the altar үү M 
A group will bake the cakes and pies, 
But seldom P sport and song. 
Without the aid each one supplies 
The church could never get along. 


The Marthas work in aprons white. 
The linen on the board they spread. 
And then they vanish out of sight 


As soon as every guest is fe ' 


To get the program under way, 
The ao is supposed to stand 
And to the throng assembled say: 
“Let’s give the women-folk a hand.” 


The Marthas serve the church for love. 
Their service freely they allow. 

1 sometimes think the Lord above 
Must smile to see them “take a bow.” 
For all their courage while they live, 
For all the patience they commend, 
Туи sure, some day that God will give 


The Marthas of His Church “a hand.” 


- Edgar A. Guest 


graduation, she entered graduate studies in 
organ at The Westminster Choir College of Ryder 
University, Princeton, New Jersey. Out east, she 
served as organist and choir director at Trinity 
Episcopal Church, Melrose, Massachusetts. Miss 
Farley returned to Decatur and became an 
instructor at the Millikin Conservatory of Music 
and assistant organist at St. John’s. 


She accepted the full-time position of Director 
of Religious Education and organist at St. John’s 
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in 1951. She provided excellent music instruction. 
The children learned the rudiments of music 
with Miss Farley's expert weekly direction and 
Camp Seymour summertime choir camps. As 
Director, she directed the children’s choirs and 
planned the Sunday School curriculum of St. 
John’s. Christian Education duties also included 
overseeing the Girls’ Friendly Society, which was 
reportedly the second largest in the nation. 
Her association with Millikin provided several 
opportunities for St. John's youth to participate 
in world-class musicals, such as Carmen. 


(( 


“(Mary Jane Farley] Accepted 
The Full-Time Position Of 
Director Of Religious Education 
And Organist At St. John’s 
In 1951.” 


As a testament to her devotion to the parish, 
36 children from the Children’s Choir sang for 
her wedding to Dr. James Jones in May of 1955. 
The wedding ceremony was performed at noon 
in the St. John’s sanctuary with Father Francis 
Campbell Gray officiating. 


Mrs. Mary Jane Jones later taught music in 
Decatur Public Schools and California, where 
she and her new husband settled as he went to 
medical school. She had many piano students 
over the years and was an active member of 
several professional musical organizations. 
She died in 2018, leaving her daughters, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and a 
sister. The St. John’s History Committee received 
a large package of bulletins, programs, and 
beautiful pictures of her efforts. It was apparent 
she had valued her experiences at St. John’s as 
much as the church loved her. 


St. John’s was an active, thriving parish in the 
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Itemized List Of Items Provided By St. Martha's Guild, 1957-1971 


Dr. James & Mary Jane Farley Jones Wedding, 1955 


late 1950s. Rev. Gray was involved in many 
community activities, including heading several 
relevant committees for local organizations. Іп 
1956, he was named chairman of the new office 
of volunteers of the Macon County Red Cross 
Chapter. He had been active in the 

local Red Cross since 1953 and was 

а member of the chapter's Board 

of Directors. 


(( 


Since the construction of the new parish 
hall and Sunday school building, some 
parishioners were asking about appropriate 
memorials for the church. Father Gray had 
several suggestions. One of his ideas was 
to install a set of electronic bells that were 
controlled from the organ. These bells could 
be heard from inside and out of the church 
proper and would be from $2,500 to $5,000. 


Stained glass windows to complete 
the nave were also an option. Rev. Gray 
mentioned that the 1892 vestry had set the 
window themes and the large windows 
were about $4,500. 


His last idea was to take the 30 square 
feet area behind the old rectory (St. Mary's 
Hall in 2020) and make it a meditation 
garden. He felt that it would need some 
type of wall to enclose it from the current 
parking lot and used car lot. Good sod, 
shrubs, perhaps a shrine to St. Francis, 
and benches could aid devotions in that 
area. 


Rev Gray finally received a part-time assistant 
minister in September of 1958. Rev. William Leslie 
Toland came from St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
in Canton, Illinois. Besides assisting in 
Decatur, he took over Sunday duties 

at St. Joseph’s Church in Clinton. 

Rev. Toland had recently 
accepted a grant from the 


The congregation was National Council of the 
bursting at the seams with м | Episcopal Church for studies 
people of all ages. In August The Congregation Was at Washington University in St. 
of 1958, Sundays averaged Bursting At The Seams With Louis, Missouri. He commuted 


two hundred sixty-four 
parishioners, and the ten days 

of the Daily Vacation Church 
School averaged an even one 
hundred. In September of 1958, there 
was “kneeling room only” at the Sunday 
service, and an 11:00 A. M. service was added. 
Children’s Sunday School was held during all 
the services so people could always be assured 
their children would have that available. Rev. 
Gray compiled lengthy bulletins each week for 
the parishioners. 


340 


Peop le Of All Ages.” 


GRAY DAYS AHEAD 1953-1959 
ae 


to Decatur from St. Louis, 

where he was participating in 

his post-graduate studies. Rev. 

Toland resided in St. Mary's Parish 

House next to St John's. Even though 

he was busy with St. John's and his studies, 

he was active in the Macon County Chapter 

of the American Red Cross and the pastoral 

counseling seminar. He married Rosemary K. 

Gahwiler on August 25th, 1962. Several of her 

family were members of St. John's for many 
years. 
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Father Gray, Chairman Of The Red Cross, Circa 1950s 
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Choir School Mass tar, Circa 19508 
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Choir School In Old Chapel, 1954 
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Girls' Friendly Society, 1954 
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Choir School, 1954 
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BASKETBALL AT SAINT JOHN’S 


1 take pride in being a partner with John Hanson in the 
coaching of our basketball team this year. My reasons are 
simple, one they are by far one of the finest groups of boys 
1 have ever worked with. They work hard, and most of all 
they live the game as they play. 


Our record doesn’t show an entirely true picture of the 
ability and the potential of this team. The record is 2 wins 
and 5 losses, but the season is far from over and 1 feel that 
we should end up with a better than 50096 average. 


We have a fine team of seven boys. Bob Givens, Steve 
Bangert, Carl Hanson, all take turns at playing guard. 
While Jim Hanson, Ronnie Key, and Bob James work at 


forward, this leaves our fine center Mike Kirsh, who is 
sometimes helped by Bob James. 


On the nth of January we beat First Church of God in a 
ballgame that was the most exciting we have had all year. 
We started out fast, but then cooled down and it seemed 
that the twelve-point lead that the other team had was 
going to hold. Then we came to life in the third quarter 
and started to move and when the fourth quarter ended, 
we were tied. In the overtime, First Church of God jumped 
into a three-point lead. With three seconds to go Bob 
Givens shot a thirty-footer that won the game for us. 


We play every Friday night at the YMCA. We would like to 
have you come and see us in action. 


St. John’s Newsletter. Written By Bob Causey, 1959. 


Having two priests was a luxury that even 
surprised small children. Several local 
newspapers and newsletters recalled a 
conversation between a small parishioner and 
his mother. When they were getting ready for a 
party at their home, the three-year-old asked: 


“Will Father Gray be here?” 

"Yes." 

‘Will Father Toland be here?" 

"Yes." 

“Are any more Holy Ghosts coming?" 
May of 1959 was a hard month for St. John's 
parishioners for several reasons. The parish 
lost two communicants who had worked 
tirelessly. Parish Warden and Decatur Fire Chief, 


Lynn Park Martin, died suddenly at the age of 
59. Although Chief Martin and his wife were 
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“A Second Parishioner, Gussie 
Judith Gorin, Also Passed 
Away That May.” 


relatively new communicants, they had made 
a strong impression on the parish by attending 
weekday services and becoming involved in 
many activities. Rev. Gray characterized him 
as having “a great helpfulness and а sterling... 
valiant soul... that were clear for all to see.” 


A second parishioner, Gussie Judith Gorin, also 
passed away that May. She was a well-known 
community member of an original pioneer, 
Decatur family. Throughout the years, her 
family had maintained many charities and 
given several large gifts to Millikin University. The 


=a 


Rev. William Leslie Toland, Undated 


library at Millikin was named for her family. 


Her father, Orville B. Gorin, was a member of 
Millikin University’s Board of Managers and a 
vice-president at the Millikin National Bank. 
The Gorin building served as Millikin’s first free- 
standing library from 1931-1978. 


In 2020, the former Gorin Library’s reading 
room houses the Birks Museum, endowed by 
Florence and Jenna Birks (class of 1926 & 1922). 
The Birks sisters collected glassware, china, 
and porcelain on their travels throughout the 
world. The Gorin Hall serves as home to Millikin’s 
registrar, admissions, and media & marketing 
offices. 


Miss Gorin was extremely active in the parish 
and St. John’s Altar Guild. Her knowledge and 
expertise of liturgical customs came in handy 
as she spent many years as the Directress of 
the Diocesan Altar Guild. Her duties included 
assisting mission churches іп securing 
vestments and linens for their altars. She was 
a quiet force, and even though she gave much 
to many in the community, Miss Gorin often 
insisted that her donations be anonymous. 


The parish was further saddened by the news 
that Rev. Francis Gray would be leaving. A 
copy of his resignation letter is included at the 
end of this chapter. He had been nominated 
to be the Dean of the Cathedral of St. Luke in 
Orlando, Florida. Rev. Gray was a native 

of Florida, so his appointment came 

as a homecoming. 


Hehadcontinuedthe excellence 
established by previous 
rectors and helped guide the 
church by encouraging the 
building of a much-wanted 
and needed parish hall that 
was within the parish’s financial 
means. He had tackled many 
necessary renovation projects, 
including repairs to the trusses of 
the nave and extensive repairs to the bell 
tower roof. 


He was a ‘people person.’ Under his guidance, 
smaller, more intricate projects were completed, 


(( 


“The Parish Was Further 
Saddened By The News That 
Rev. Francis Gray Would Be 

Leaving.” 


Rev. Francis Campbell Gray, 1950s 


such as obtaining the specialized figures for 
the Christmas Crèche from Italy. He was well- 
remembered for his short sermons and long 
chats at coffee hour. He had also established 
the "Parish Life and Record, which was an 
important communication that allowed 
the entire parish and diocese to 
receive quality information about 
St. John's.His contributions to the 
Church School curriculum were 
valuable and needed. Rev. 
Gray's dedication to St. John's 
parishioners was evident, and 

he would be missed. 


Dean Gray resigned from St. 

Luke's Cathedral in Orlando, 

Forida, in 1970 to become an 
assistant to the Rt. Rev. Henry | 
Louttit, Chancellor of the projected Florida 
Episcopal College at Stetson University, Deland, 
Florida. He died in 1973 at the age of 62 from 
the effects of a stroke. He had been plagued 
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with several health problems due to his 
imprisonment during the war and had never 
fully recovered. Survivors included his wife, 
children, and grandchildren. 


Rev. William L. Toland became the interim rector 
as he had already been assisting Rev. Gray. Rev. 
Toland continued to support churches in both 
Decatur and Clinton until a new rector could 
be found. He firmly believed that the priest-in- 
charge's responsibility was to bridge the way 
between the old and new. He took his duties 
very seriously and worked diligently to 

ensure the continuity of programs. 


Rev. Toland was named vicar of 
the Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Mattoon and left in September 


(C 


College, Gambier, Ohio. He was ordained a 
deacon in June 1955 and an Episcopal Priest in 
December 1955. In 1957 he received a Master of 
Arts from Bradley University in Peoria, Illinois. 


While at Western, he also was a member of the 
Headquarters Battery of the 233rd Field Artillery 
Battalion of the Illinois National Guard as a 
Sergeant First Class. 


Rev. Toland continued to serve his country in the 
United States Army and the United States Army 
Reserve as a Chaplain and retired in 
1988 with the rank of Colonel. Before 

his retirement, he spent time 

on the pastoral staff of Walter 

Reed Army Medical Center. He 

was an interim priest at many 


1960. However, Rev. ШИЕ “Father Toland Was Well- parishes throughout lingis 
would later assist at St. John’s and a Curate at St. John’s 
parish with several rectors Known And Remembered At and Vicar at Trinity Episcopal 
until 2018. St. John’s For Many Years.” Church in Mattoon. 


Rev. Toland had an interesting 

background. He was born April 

12th, 1928, in Macomb, Illinois, the 

son of William and Winiferd (Putt) Toland 

Sr. He graduated from Western Illinois State 
College, Macomb, Illinois, where he was very 
involved with several organizations and 
held high positions. He was elected to Who's 
Who Among Students in American Colleges 
and Universities for 1949 and 1950 and was 
Chaplain of the Kappa Sigma Kappa Fraternity. 


Before entering theological studies, Rev. Toland 
attended the University of the South, Sewanee, 
Tennessee, as a special student in the College of 
Liberal Arts. He completed his theology studies 
at Bexley Hall, The Divinity School of Kenyon 


As a civilian, he was employed 

by the State of Illinois, where he 

served as a counselor and social 

worker in the Department of Child and 

Family Services. His wife, Rosemary Toland, died 

on September 4th, 2009, and Rev. Toland died 
in 2018 at 90. 


Father Toland was well-known апа 
remembered at St. John’s for many years. 
He assisted priests as needed and surprised 
programs with helpful materials. For instance, 
he provided the funds for televisions and DVD 
players in the St. John’s Sunday School rooms 
in 2016. 
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THE GRAY FAMILY LEGACY 


Many parishioners were probably not aware of how dedicated Rev. 
Gray's family was to the Episcopal Church and the United States 
military. Rev. Gray was born in Ocala, Florida, a son of the Rt. Rev. 
Campbell Gray, the second Episcopal Bishop of Northern Indiana. 


Rt. Rev. Campbell Gray served as Bishop from 1925-1944. Previously, he 
had served as diocesan coadjutor and as rector of St. Paul’s Church in 
Peoria, Illinois. He died in May of 1944. At that time, he left his widow, 
Virginia; three sons, (our rector) the Rev. Francis Campbell Gray, a 
prisoner of the Japanese in the Philippines; William Gray of Crosse Point, 
Michigan, who was in the navy; Major Joseph A. Gray in the marine corps, 
San Diego, California; anda daughter, Mrs. William Peters, who was living 
in Indiana while her husband was in service overseas. 


Rev. William Crane Gray, the first missionary bishop of the Diocese of 
South Florida, was the father of Bishop Campbell Gray of Indiana, and 
grandfather of our rector, Rev. Francis Campbell Gray. 


A United States Liberty ship was named after the late Rt. Rev. William 
Crane Gray, Protestant Episcopal Bishop of South Florida from 1892 
to 1913. Bishop William Crane Gray entered the Confederate Army as 
chaplain of the First Tennessee Regiment, serving in the Civil War until 
taken prisoner and imprisoned at Alton, Illinois. In later years, he had 
three grandsons who served the country. One grandson, Lt. William 
Crane Gray Ill, was in the Navy. Another grandson, Major Joseph Gray, 
was an aviator in the Marine Corps. The third grandson, our former 
rector, the Rev. Francis Campbell Gray Jv. was a missionary and then a 
Japanese prisoner in the Philippines during the war. 


St. John's rector, Rev. Francis Campbell Gray, Jr. was ordained on 
October 27th, 1936. At that time, he was the third generation of the 
Gray family in the priesthood. 


His brother, Joseph, was also an Episcopal priest. Joseph was the second 
son of Rt. Rev. and Mrs. Campbell Gray, South Bend, Indiana, to enter 
the priesthood. He studied at Northwestern University and entered a 
theological school upon graduation. 


When our former rector was Dean of the Cathedral, his son Francis 
(Frank) Campbell Gray Jr., was ordained a deacon. Campbell Gray, 
Jr. was the great-grandson of the late Right Rev. William Crane Gray, 
first bishop of South Florida. With this ordination, there were four 
generations of Grays in just this family who were priests. 


In 1986, the son of St. John’s former rector, Rev. Francis Campbell Gray, 
Jr, became Bishop of Northern Indiana. Rev. Francis Campbell Gray 
Jr, 46, was the grandson of Rt. Rev. Campbell Gray, who served as the 
second bishop of the Diocese of Northern Indiana from 1924-44. Gray 
had no personal remembrance of his grandfather. 


He was born in 1940 to our rector Francis Campbell Gray, in the 
Philippines, and spent three of his early years interned in a Japanese 
prison camp. The family did not return to the United States until 1945. 


By then, his grandfather was deceased, so he never knew him. 


He did wear the pectoral cross, which was owned formerly by his great- 
grandfather, William C. Gray, the first missionary Episcopal bishop of 
South Florida, and then used by his grandfather when he was bishop 
in Northern Indiana. The cross was given to him by his mother during 
his election as bishop coadjutor. Unfortunately, his father, St. John’s 
rector, Francis Campbell Gray Sr., died in 1973 and didn’t get to witness 
his son become a bishop serving the Episcopal Church. 


The latest generation Rev. Frank Gray wistfully said, “1 didn’t want to 
just go into the family business. If] was going to be a priest, 1 wanted 
to be called to it. 1 had to really feel that’s what God wanted me to do.” 


After eleven years of being a diocesan bishop, the latest Rt. Rev. Frank 
Gray decided to take a new assignment. He accepted a call to become 
the Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of Virginia in 1998, assuming his 
new duties on January 1st, 1999. He was respected in Virginia as having 
vast experience in the world mission of the church. He retired in 2005 
and became Commissary to the Episcopal Church in Sudan. He and 


his wife returned to South Bend, Indiana, after his retirement. 
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WORLD TRAVELER COMES HOME 


St. Luke’s New Dean, Who Has Served. Across 
The World, Was Once A Resident of Orlando 


Sentinel Staff 


The only thing that would prevent The Very 
Rev. Francis Campbell Gray from writing an 
exciting best seller would be that he is too 
busy serving the religious needs of Orlando, 
as dean of the Cathedral Church of St. Luke. 


Father Gray, who would look just as much at 
homeina football uniform as he does in a clerical 
collar, has served. as chaplain in a New York 
mental institution; ministered to headhunters 
in the Philippine Islands, was a prisoner of war 
in a Japanese prison camp before assuming 
the duties as head of the Mother Church of the 
Episcopal Diocese of South Florida. 


“But my roots are here in Orlando, and 
1 am literally surrounded by family 
remembrances,” he said. 


‘THE NORTH WINDOW in the cathedral, 
which was taken from the old building, was 
in memory of my grandmother. The pulpit 1 
am using is in memory of my grandfather, 
who was the first Bishop of South Florida.” 


Dean Gray said that he was born in Ocala, 
but moved to Orlando when his father, 
Bishop Campbell Gray, became acting Dean 
of the Cathedral. 


“My home was on the site of the new 
courthouse annex, and the first time І have 
been back on the land was last week when 
Juvenile Judge Mattie Farmer dedicated the 
new juvenile court. The first time in 45 years 
to be exact,” he mused. 


FATHER GRAY BEGAN his travels at the age 
of three when his father became a missionary 
in Northern Wisconsin. 


Later, Father Gray attended various schools 
including college at the University of the 
South, Sewanee, Tenn. 


“| attended General Theological Seminary at 
Chelsea Sq., New York City, right at the end of 
the gang wars before prohibition was repealed. 
We called our school A little bit of Heaven set 
down in Hell's half acre" he recalled. 


After a temporary job as chaplain of a New 
York City mental institution, Dean Gray served 
а group of small churches along the Wabash 
River in Indiana. 41 had four churches and a 


model A Ford,” he smiled, “and 1 can remember 
on cold night rides | wore an old raccoon coat, 
had my feet in a box to keep the wind off, and 
pulled my big fur collar around my ears. People 
called it the Gospel Wagon.” 


THE NEXT STOP in his travels was Houston, 
Tex., where he was assistant to a parish, and 
later married a Texas girl, Jane Greenwell. 


In 1938, Father Gray and his wife left Texas 
and traveled to the northern most part of the 
province of Luzon in the Philippines to do 
missionary work among the lgorots, a mountain 
tribe of Indians, whose origin was obscure, but 
whose primitive religious history paralleled 


somewhat the first books of the Bible... 
Despite language difficulties, and the 


remoteness of the area, the missionary found 
the natives, especially the younger ones, eager 
to learn. 


“They were most interested in any passage of 
the Bible which dealt with the removal of fear. 1 
think that is why the sweep of the gospel of love 
was so great in that land of fear,” he said. 


"Very few of the old people among the lgorots 
became Christian. They felt they would have 
no friends in Heaven when they died, since all 
their comrades and relatives who had already 
passed away were with Anito, but they were very 
anxious for their children to learn, however.” 


ON AN EARLY summer day in 1942, Dean 
Gray, his wife, and their now two-year-old 
son, Francis Campbell Gray Jr, gathered up 
half their belongings (they left half hoping 
they would return) and began a 20-mile 
walk down the mountains to the town of 
Bontoc. 


Reason for the forced journey, was that the 
invading Japanese were holding the priest 
of Bontoc hostage pending the arrival of the 
young missionary and his family. 

They were not released, but taken instead to 
а mountain prison camp, about 200 miles 
north of Manila where they remained for 
almost three years. 


“If you have to be in prison, it was the most 
beautiful place to be. It was 5,000-ft. high in 
the pine covered mountains, and although 
we got fed up with cucumbers, we ate the only 
American vegetables grown in the islands.” 


THE REAL TIME of trial for the Dean and his 
family came when after two and one-half years 
they were moved to Bilibid Prison in Manila. 


“Often 1 had ridden past the prison when 
] was in Manila, and 1 had wondered what 
it would be like to live inside the walls. One 
night, with the moon shining on the palm 
trees around the prison we found out.” 


He recalled the only thing which kept his 
family and 500 other prisoners alive during 
that time was a six-weeks supply of food 
from the Red Cross, which they made do for 
a year. “And we still had a few cans left when 
we were freed by the 37th Infantry Division.” 


‘A colonel in the division found an order 
for our death on the steps of the university 
across the street from the prison, but 
somehow, it never was delivered,” he said. 


FATHER GRAY has ended his travels 
temporarily in Orlando, where he said 
officers of St. Luke's had called him without 
realizing his former ties in the area. 


He and Mrs. Gray are the proud parents 
of Francis ]r, a corporal in the marines 
and four more children, Jane, Christopher, 
Stephen and Suzanne. 


Whether or not Dean Gray ever writes a 
book, Cathedral Church of St. Luke and 
Orlando are happy to have him home again. 


FOR 
THOU ART 
WITH ME 


FRANCIS C. GRAY 


Book Written By 


Bishop Frank Gray Jr., 2010 


The previous newspaper article when Rev. Gray 
took the Dean position in Florida is а good sum- 
mary of his experiences in the Philippines. Un- 
fortunately, Francis Campbell Gray didn’t get 
around to writing the book described; however, 
his son, Frank, did. Frank was only four years old 
when he was also a prisoner. 


Many years later, after his retirement, Bishop 
Frank Campbell Gray, Jr. collected family 
artifacts, letters, and newspaper clippings that 
documented the horrific time and authored 
a book about his family’s nightmare using his 
father’s diaries and writings. 


Rev. Ringland and Rev. Gray's rectorships were 
amazing, as were the 1950s, for churches and 
families in America. 


Bishop Frank Gray Signature From Book, 2010 


A short article written by a parishioner, Mrs. 
Robert W. Bangert, in a local newspaper 
reflected the feeling of togetherness felt by 
many families in the parish. Her thoughts 
show the various missions St. John's had and 
how families worked for the church. In the 
local newspapers Lenten series, "The Layman 
and His God,” Mrs. Bangert relates her feelings 
about St. John's. 


THE LAYMEN AND HIS GOD BY MRS. ROBERT W. BANGERT, HOMEMAKER, 1960 


Religion is everyday living. Our church teaches “1 come from 
God; 1 belong to God; 1 go to God.” The phrase Ч belong to 
God” covers our life here on earth. He has given to each of us 
our talents; now we must use these talents to the fullest for the 
Lord’s work. 


My talents are every day talents. It is how 1 use them that 
matters. To love and serve God first, then other relationships 
will fall in proper perspective. To teach my children to use 
their God-given talents to the best of their ability. To teach 
them that the love of God and His work comes first. 


Religion is our everyday living in our family means doing each 
job and task no matter how insignificant to the best of our 
ability. To offer the work we are doing to the glory of God and 
then, digging down and doing our best for Him whether it is 
my doing the housework, my husband at work, the children 
doing their school work. 


It is recognizing that many tasks may not seem to be connected 


with God or religion, but knowing each and every day is a day 


The Decatur Daily Review. March 21, 1960. 


given to us by God and should be used for His work. And while 
it may seem to be more religious or saintly to be a missionary 
in a far country, it is just as necessary to be a good parent 
teaching by example to be a good Christian in this very city. 
It is in learning that God is with us every day not just Sunday. 


Our family members ате communicants of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church. We attend as a family but not in а group. At the door 
of the church we each go our separate way to offer to the glory 
of God each our special talent. My husband and daughter off 
to the choir room to vest for the service so their voices can be 
raised in song for the beautification of the service; the two older 
boys to the acolyte room if it is their turn to serve the priest at 
the altar; the youngest boy and myself to seat ourselves in the 
nave of the church to be part of the congregation to kneel and 
worship God with the greater number of God's family. Each 
to gather strength and peace through the Communion service 
each Sunday to go our way through the week. 


And through the week we are sustained through the grace of 
prayer to help each one of us live our life for the Glory of God. 
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SATIN. JOHN'S CHURCH 
One Fifty Two West Eldorado 
DECATUR, ILLINOIS 


Saint James’ Day, 1959 


Dear People, 


God has given us six good and gracious years among youo I had 
thought to have spent the remainder of my active ministry here 
where our roots went down so deeply and so quickly, and where 
your hearts so soon were ореп to us and to ourse Although this 
was not to be, and at the moment of writing I survey & rectory 
in the very turmoil of the uprooting process of packing and 
moving. I cannot leave without recording a heart full of grat- 
itude for the privilege of knowing, and in some humble measure 
serving Saint John’s and Decatur these years pasto 


Someone wrote in the recent edition of Parish Life and Record a 
beautiful and undeserved essay on its first page. Someone else 
long ago said, " Like priest, like people,” and " a people get the 
kind of priest they deserve." Whether these sayings be true, I 
know not, but I do know you are the kind of parish which both de- 
mands and draws out from your priest the best that is in him. It 
is in this recollection Г continue to pray, as I know you do also, 
that God may send you a faithful and true pastor who will be a 
father to you his children. 


Pray for us in our new home, for me, and those to whom Г 50. I 
ask no more than that we may come to share with our Lord Christ 

and his flock at the Cathedral in Orlando, the sort of thing he has 
given to you and to me together here. 


May he bless and keep you alwaySe 


Faithfully in him, 


да [КҮС Cga 


Francis Campbell Gray 


THE BOOKLET BELOW WAS COMPILED IN 1955 BY THE WOMEN’S 
AUXILIARY TO CELEBRATE THE CENTENNIAL YEAR. 


COVER & PAGE 1 


St. John's Church 
530 North Churrh Street 
_ Beratur, Illinois 


T 
Centennial Year 1954 - 1955 
T 
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“As the right order of going requires 
that we should believe the deep things of 
God before we presume to discuss them 
by reason, so it seems to me to be negli- 
gence if, after we have been confirmed in 
the faith, we do not study to understand 
what we believe.” 


—St. Anselm, Cur Deus Homo 


OBJECTIVES OF THE WOMAN'S AUXILIARY 


1. To unite in Christian Fellowship all the women of 
the Church. 


2. To provide a means by which the women may 
increasingly know and apply the teachings of Our 
Lord in areas of life, 


3. To prompt the spiritual, educational, social, and 
material welfare of the Church. 


4. To increase knowledge of and participation in the 
work of the Episcopal Church in the Diocese, and 
in the world-wide Christian movement. 


WOMAN'S AUXILIARY PROGRAM 
1954 - 1955 


THEME 
Your Church Through The Ages 


SEPTEMBER 1 First Christian Century 
Mrs. Wayne Duggleby 
Hosts: Men's Club—6:30 P.M. 


OCTOBER 6 The Age of the General Councils 
Dr. Jere Mickel 
Hostesses: St. John's Guild — 6:30 
P.M. 


NOVEMBER 8 Dante on the Pattern of Experience 
Dr. Neal Doubleday 
Hostesses; York Club—6:30 P.M. 


DECEMBER 1 "The Shape of Things to Come" 
Dr. Bernard Iddings Bell 
Quiet Evening—5:00 P.M. (Advent) 
Dinner—6:00 P.M. 
Hostesses: Altar Guild 


JANUARY 5 “Vision of Victory" 
Film on the Philippines 
5:00 P.M. 
Epiphany Silver Offering Tea 
Hostesses: St. Martha's Guild 


FEBRUARY 2 Renaissance and Reformation in 
Contemporary Christianity 
The Reverend Francis Campbell 
Gray 
Hostesses: St. Francis Guild—6:30 
P.M. 


MARCH 2 Quiet Evening (Lent) 
Father Herrick—5:00 P.M. 
Dinner—6:00 P.M. 
Hostesses: St. Mark's Guild 


APRIL Regional Meeting Diocese of 
Springfield 
Hosts: St. John's Parish 


MAY 11 May Breakfast 
Corporate Communion—10:00 A.M. 


DI 


Election of Officers, Yearly Reports ( 
Hostesses: Retiring Officers А 


ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 


Rector 
The Reverend Francis Campbell Gray 


Curate: 
The Reverend Myron D. Herrick 


Centennial Year Chairman: 


Mrs. В. W. Trotter, 135 S. Dennis.......... 2-1911 
Historian Centennial Year: 
Mrs. Sarah Fowler, 950 W. William........ 2-0549 


Diocesan Chairman Region 2: 


Mrs. Alvin В. Counsell, 1432 W. Sunset.... 6017 
Every-Member Canvass Chairman—1954-55 
Мг. James Moore, 444 S. Edward.......... 6435 
OFFICERS OF ST. JOHN’S WOMAN’S 
AUXILIARY 
President: 
Mrs, Ralph С. Myers, 2940 Wasson Way. . . .3-2322 
Past-President: 
Mrs. Harrison Е. Blades, 1040 Lincoln Park 
И ы ы ИО 2-1280 
Vice-President: 
Mrs, Robert Bangert, 1154 N. Edward...... 8-2508 
Secretary 
Mrs. William Ahlenius, 538 S. Fairview..... 3-6116 
Treasurer 


Mrs. R. W. Trotter, 135 S. Dennis.. 


COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
United Thank Offering Custodian 


Mrs. E. P. Harrington, 505 S. Seigel........ 3-8625 
Assistant Custodian, Т). Т. О.: 

Mrs. Chester С. Clouse, 109 5. Glencoe..... 5825, 
Supply Chairman: 

Mrs. Е. L. Banner, 1483 E. Wood.......... 8-3633 
Christian Education Directress: 

Miss Mary J. Farley, 267 W. William...... 8-2988 
Christian Social Relations: 

Mrs. М. E. Rose, 610 5. Мопгое............ 2-2959 
Parish Social Relations: 
Devotions: 

Mrs. L. J. Teeuwen, Brett Road........... 3-0417 
Church Periodical Club Directress: 

Mrs. Robert Bangert, 1154 N. Edward...... 8-2508 
Choir Mother: 

Mrs. Robert Cripe, 1537 West Main........ 3-1253 


WOMAN'S AUXILIARY BUDGET 
1954 - 1955 


DICE GUO ba ce E ETE ORE aD ERN sS $ 386.42 


Missionary Program: 


Seaman's Institute ... 3.50 

Supply Box 35.00 
Local Activities: 

Program Expenses .. ... 100.00 

Church Periodical ... 10.00 

Girls’ Friendly Society 75.00 

АВС GHG а. . 25.00 

Publicity and Printing .. .. 100.00 

Social Fund (Father Gray)............... 50.00 
Special Projects: 

Choir 

Fr. Kollin—Mission . 300.00 

Seminary 

$1,084.92 


WOMAN'S AUXILIARY DUES ARE $100 PER 
YEAR, payable to the Treasurer September 1st of 
each year. 


Fund Raising Committee: 
Mrs. Elbert Smith, Chrmn., 510 S. Seigel...2-5506 
Mrs. William C. Beall, 500 Fielding St.. -2-7911 
Mrs. James Moore, 444 S. Edward 6435 
Mrs. D. Smith McGaughey, 338 W. De- 
САЙН А OO Іт TOS 3-5586 
Mrs. R. J. Montgomery, 141 W. Eldorado. . . 2-0268 
Program Committee: 
Mrs. Robert Bangert, Chrmn., 1154 N, Ed- 
аан 
Mrs. Jere Mickel, В.В. 4 .. 
Mrs. Sarah Fowler, 959 W. William. . 
Telephone Committee: 


Mrs. Е. L. Banner, 1483 E. Wood........... 8-3633 
Promotion and Publicity Chairman: 
Mrs. Р. Douglas Soelle, 917 W. North...... 9311 


Budget Committee: 
President, Fund Raising Chairman, Secretary and 
Treasurer 
Executive Board: 
Officers of Auxiliary, Committee Chairmen and 
Guild Presidents, Rector, 


GUILD PRESIDENTS 
St. John’s Guild: 


Mrs. Elmer Wheal, 1030 N. Summit....... 2-0739 
St. Martha’s Guild: 
Mrs. James Sommer, 27 Montgomery PL... 9253 


St. Francis Guild: 
Co-Chairmen: 
Mrs. Robert Bangert, 1154 М. Edward. . .8-2508 
Mrs. Fred Limerick, 155 М. Summit 9077, 
St. Mark’s Guild: 
Miss Mary J. Farley, 267 W. William St... ..8-2988 
Altar Guild: 
Mrs. Jack Longbons, 1359 W. Riverview... .2-3215 


UNITED THANK OFFERING 
CORPORATE COMMUNION 
October 12, 1954 
April 27, 1955 
ST. MARTHA’S HOLLY DAYS 


St. Mary’s Hall 
December 3, 1954 


RUMMAGE SALE 
Parish House 


October 27, 28, 29, 1954 
Mrs. D. Smith McGaughey, Chairman 


THE PARISH GUILDS 


ST. JOHN’S GUILD 
This group meets each Tuesday to quilt and sew 
for the Welfare Room. They also have various 
articles for sale which finance the guild’s activi- 
ties. This is the oldest established guild in the 
parish. 


ST. MARTHA’S GUILD 
This group meets each Monday to sew various 
articles which are sold in order to finance a 
rather extensive assistance program for the af- 
fairs of the parish. 


ST. FRANCIS’ GUILD 
This group is responsible for the operation of the 
Welfare Room. assisting in the giving out of cloth- 
ing, keeping stock in order and helping with the 
gathering in of clothing. This guild meets on the 
third Wednesday of each month for potluck in the 
Parish House at 6:30 P.M. 


PARISH ALTAR GUILD 
The Altar Guild cares for the things of the sanc- 
tuary and sacristy. The ideal of their work is the 
home in Bethany where our Lord loved to visit, 
and by offering their work as an act of devotion 
to Him they try to combine the service of both 
Martha and Mary. 


ST. MARK’S GUILD ' 
The Guild of St. Mark is made up of all members 
of the Church School staff and any others in the 
Parish who are interested in Christian Education. 
The Guild meets on the fourth Wednesday of the 
month at 6:30 P.M. for potluck supper and pro- 
gram. 


ST. VINCENT’S GUILD 
The Acolytes of the Parish are affiliated with the 
National Acolytes Guild—the Order of St. Vincent. 
They meet on the first Saturday of each month 
for a corporate communion and breakfast which 
is followed by a meeting of the Guild. The annual 
meeting is held each year on the Saturday within 
the Octave of St. Vincent’s Day, in January. Boys 
who are confirmed and interested in serving 
should speak to the Rector about training. 


GUILD OF THE CHRIST CHILD: 

As part of the Parish program of Religious Edu- 
cation, parents of children under three years of 
age, periodically receive bulletins, book lists, Bap- 
tism anniversary cards, all suggesting ways and 
means of guiding their children’s spiritual growth 
in these years before they are of Church School 
age. Every child in the Parish is automatically en- 
rolled at birth and continues to receive this guid- 
ance until he is enrolled in the Nursery class of 
the Church School. 


YORK CLUB 
The York Club is the Parish Youth Group and 
those in grades 8, 9 and Senior High School are 
eligible to belong. A class on Sunday morning at 
10:00 o’clock and a meeting each Sunday evening 
from 4 to 6 p.m. comprise the Club’s activity. All 
young people in the Parish are cordially invited 
to belong. 


CANTERBURY CLUB 
The Canterbury Club is the Church’s organiza- 
tion for its college students. A meeting is held 
each month normally on the second Tuesday. The 
time and place of the meetings are as announced. 


GIRLS’ FRIENDLY SOCIETY 

This is the Church’s official club for girls and is 
open to any girl 7 through 14 years of age. The 
program combines the four essentials of whole- 
some life—-work, play, worship and creative acti- 
vity. All girls in this age group are urged to 
take part in the G.F.S. which meets every Mon- 
day evening at 5:30 in the Parish House. A light 
supper is served and the program follows until 
7:30 P.M. 


THE CHURCH SCHOOL STAFF 


The Baby-Fold............. Mrs. Louise Brown 


The Nursery Class........- Mrs. Edward Eaton 
Mrs. Matt Filcheck 
Miss Laura Hoesli 
Mrs. Elmer Wheal 


Kindergarten І............: Mrs. Harold Budde 
Mrs, Leola Tayon 
Miss Virginia Huesmann 


Kindergarten II............ Mrs. Clyde Hood 


Miss Charlotte White 
Miss Shareve Hood 


dau Fazer Пе DTE DE Mrs. Montague Blundon 
Mrs. Howard Geele 
Е ре E Miss Rosemary Gahwiler 


Mrs. Julius Gahwiler 
Mrs. Arthur Reeder 


Primary aas о. Mrs. P. Douglas Soelle 
Mrs. Thomas King 

SLUT Ol m orte e Erie Кау Mrs. Robert Bangert 
Mrs. Fred Limerick 

Fanor lp se erre eaae Mr. Robert Bangert 


Mr. Howard Geele 
Mr. William Ahlenius 


Junior III.. .. Mr, Robert Cripe 
Mr. James Jones 
Mr. John Ingham 

МИДИО анна Mrs. Neal Doubleday 

York Club Сіаөв............ Mr. Donald Brown 


Director of Religious Education.............+... 


Church School Superintendent...Mr. Vincent Sartell 
Art and Handwork Advisor..... Miss Clara Scranton 
Church School Secretary......... Mrs. Darrell Latch 
Guild of the Christ Child Directress............. 

Mrs. R. W. Trotter 
fering Chairman 79... 

..Mrs. Elmer Wheal 


wiler 


Vincent Sartell 
Mrs. Sarah Fowler 
Miss Mary Merris 
LT ADORTI Mr. Robert Shade 


SPECIAL CHURCH SCHOOL AND YOUTH 


EVENTS 
1954 - 1955 
HALLOWEEN PARTY.................. October 31 


This is for all Church School and young people. 
The hours of the party will be announced. 


DIOCESAN YOUTH СО 


The High School Youth of the Diocese meet 
each year at this time and all York Club mem- 
bers are eligible to attend. The time and place 
of the meeting will be announced when known. 


All the children of the Parish gather in the 
Church on this day at 4:00 P.M. The children 
bring their Advent offering at this time and 
make a pilgrimage to the Creche to present it. 
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FEAST OF LIGHTS..................... January 9 
During the season of Epiphany, the children 
of the Church School and members of York 
Club present the pageant of the Feast of 
Lights. 


DIOCESAN ACOLYTE FESTIVAL..... February 12 


All the Acolytes of the Diocese meet for their 
annual Festival on Lincoln's Birthday. 


MITE BOX PRESENTATION SERVICE........ 

-. -Date to be announced 
The Presentation Service is held each year at 
the Cathedral in Springfield. The entire 
Church School is invited to attend and every 
year the children, choirs, and teachers from 
our Parish make the Pilgrimage. 


The Diocese conducts two camping periods 
each year at Camp Seymour. Whole and par- 
tial scholarships are available from generous 
parishioners and thus every child is afforded 
the opportunity to attend camp. 


CENTENNIAL WEEK 
May 6-13, 1955 


T 


FRIDAY, MAY 6— Feast of St. John Lateran 
Corporate Communion of 
Parish 


6:00, 7:00, 10:00 A.M. 


SATURDAY, MAY 7— Іп The Octave 
Fiesta Day — Barbecue and 
Rally 
Camp Seymour, afternoon 
and evening 


SUNDAY, MAY 8— In The Octave 
Solemn Festival Eucharist 
of Thanksgiving 
11:00 A.M. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 11-May Breakfast 
Corporate Communion 
Woman's Auxiliary 


FRIDAY, MAY 13— Octave Day 
Music Festival, St. John's 
Choir 
Dr. Jere Mickel 


De 


SAINT JOHN'S CHURCH 
Centennial Octave 


May 6 - 13th, 1955 


Commemorating one-hundred years of the life of the 


parish in the community of Decatur-Macon County. 
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1855 PAROCHIAL BEGINNINGS 1955 
Decatur, Sept. 10, 1855 


We whose names are herewith attixed deeply sensible of the 
truth of the Christian religion and earnestly desirous of promot- 
ing its holy influence in our own hearts and in those of our fami- 
lies and neighbors do hereby associate ourselves under the name 
of Saint John's Parish in Communion with the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States of America and Diocese of 
Illinois the ‘authority of whose constitution and Canons we do 
hereby recognize and to whose Liturgy and mode of worship we 
promise conformity- | 


Wm. Prather 
Cyril Fuller 
Maria Fuller 
James Simpson 
Emily Sutul 

Sarah D. Macy 
Elam Rush 

M. L. Foote Rush 
Chas. M. Smith 
J. M. Richardson 
Alex S. Halbut 
Chs. B. Smith 

C. H. Fuller 

M. S. Fuller 


| hereby certify that the above association was made under my 
direction and that it is all in accordance with the Canon provi- 
dico for that purpose. 


Stephen R. Child 
Test 


Wm. Prather 
Clerk of the Vestry 


GRAY DAYS AHEAD 1953-1950 ————— — 


PATRONAL FESTIVAL 


IV. Easter 
Within the Octave Saint John Lateran 


Sunday May 8, 1955 
At the Procession ................ Reverse side for Festival Hymn о St. John 
grace, e наше дау ла а И We Come unto Our Раћегѕ God 


Introit Proper: Thou hast hidden me, O God, from the gathering to- 
gether of the froward, alleluia: from the insurrection of the work- 
ers of iniquity, alleluia, alleluia. Hear my voice, O God, in my 
prayer: preserve my life from fear of the enemy. Glory be... and 
to the Holy Ghost. As it was... and ever shall be: world without 
end Amen. Thou hast hidden me (etc) 


а а ре Missa de Sancto Matthiae 


Се Бета рее бу Ж ae дылы ға ee Ancient Traditional 


Alleluia Alleluia. O Lord, the very Heavens shall praise thy wondrous 
works: and thy truth in the congregation of the saints. Alleluia. 


Thou hast set, O Lord: a crown of pure gold upon his head. 
Alleluia. 


Mite. Gospel о а ЫЕ cM re AN Ancient Traditional 
J'ucp en cred uet дез JU Maca, ROM A SX: Hymnal Page 720 
О terae teg coetu ea Hg eco mc Mp RA The. Rector 
ОННО SénteliceiN ее rest een Ancient Traditional 
Шешу ium «75: A seu US лкы Se Sing, Men and Angels 
Breeton О e ep MEE COM eae UMS B. C. P. Page 74 
Ceneta ОЮ еы ал e eL Un AD ILLA B. C. P. Page 75 
Sursum Corda “ас Preface X жуз nre Ancient Traditional 
`` Sanctus and Benedictus: 5а ат у кыз Missa de Sancto Matthiae 
Braet. Oh: опе ока ion sock. oe dc АБАШ oe B. C. P. Page 80 
hes ото sanaye nea ПАСЫН Ы Me e ego Hymnal Page 722 
ХО ЕНӘ КУК кек т аты oe ee ts Missa de Sancto Matthiae 
ОЛЛО Бан ке Tar C s shale er tnm te Let All Mortal Flesh 
Preyer ӘР Ко Е с кА ьн. B. C. P. Page 83 
Gloria Ееее 15 faa е we ee ots Missa of Sancto Matthiae 
Бен ЗЕР ERO тее Ре MN The Bishop of Springfield | 
Шақ Gosnell IVs, Ensen s асы Le LIE Lege B. C. P. Page 175 


СТЕ Нуга. Praise My Soul the King of Heaven 


NE DS ас. ж 


j 


HYMN IN HONOR OF ST. JOHN THE APOSTLE 


Hail to thee now, most pure and holy Saint! 
We do thee honor on this festal day 

For thy great works and for thy life of grace. 
Saint John, send down thy blessing as we pray! 


Down through the years ring out thy words of Truth 
Teaching of Christ born human and divine: 
Through every word the love of God doth shine. 
Enflaming faith, till ours be strong as thine. 


Thou who didst know the Incarnate Word of God, 
Thou who threw down thy net by Galilee, 

Thou who beheld transfigured Majesty:- 

To God we raise this hymn of praise for thee. 


| Thou who through Trail stood staunch beside thy Lord, 
|. Thou who alone didst go to Calvary, 

| Thou who the bright and Risen Lord didst see:- 

| То God we raise this song of thanks for thee. 


Thou who for Him knew exile, prison, shame, 

Thou who didst shape our Holy Liturgy, 

Thou before whom the heavens themselves unrolled:- 
To God we raise our thanks and praise for thee. 


Now thou dost stand before the Throne of God, 
| Honored Бу all т heavenly realms above, 
Which thou didst glimpse in visions long ago. 
To thee, Saint John, we sing this song of love:- 


Hail to Thee now, most pure and holy Saint! 

Thee do we honor on this festal day. 

In these dread times we need thy prayers each day! 
Saint John, beloved patron, for us pray. 


Glory to Thee, O God Who reigns on high, 

The Three-in-One, the Holy One-in-Three! 

Praise to all Saints whose lives have honored Thee! 
Glory to Thee, O Blessed Trinity! 


Virginia Rogers Mickel, 1955 
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OCTAVE CALENDAR 
FRIDAY, MAY 6th 
Saint John's Day - Parish - Corporate Communion: 6:00 - 7:00 - 10:00 


A.M. These hours of service are set in the earnest hope that 
every communicant of the parish will plan to receive his com- 
munion as an act of thanksgiving for the blessings of the church 
on our families and the community during the past century. 
Light breakfast will be served in the parish house after the six and 
seven o'clock. 


SATURDAY, MAY 7th 
5-11 P.M. Camp Seymour 


Barbecue And Square Dance 


SUNDAY, MAY 8th 


Sunday In The Octave; IV. Easter 
7:30 - 9:00 - 11:00 A.M. 


At 9:00 o'clock, Bishop Clough will celebrate a choral Eucharist of 
solemn thanksgiving, and your Rector will preach. All three of these 
services will be offered to dedicate ourselves to the witness of the 
Living Christ through this community in the years to come. 


MONDAY, MAY 9th 
Requiem 10:00 A.M. 
See back page of this leaflet. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 11th 
10:00 A.M. Camp Seymour 


Annual Meeting Of The Woman's Auxiliary of St. John's parish; cor- 
porate communion followed by party breakfast and annual reports. 


FRIDAY, MAY 13th 
8:00 P.M. Choral Evensong 
See insert page of this leaflet. 


GRAY DAYS AHEAD 1953-1959 


IN MEMORIAM 


At the ten o'clock Requiem on Monday: with grateful hearts, our 


prayers for the repose of the souls of the following who have served 


our Lord as Bishops of the Diocese and Rectors of this Parish. 


Bishops 


1878-1906 George Franklin Seymour | 


1892-1900 Charles Reuben Hale 


1906-1916 Edward William Osborn 
1947-1948 Richard Tuttle Loring 


Stephen Child 
William Bostwick 
E. P. Wright 
William Steel 
Silas Totten 
Samuel Pulford 
Phillip Keni 

William De Wolf 
Stephen Granberry 
W. H. Moore 

A. Kinney Hall 
Montgomery Goodwin 
Frank Atkin 


Rectors 


Henry Ruffner 

C. Lemon ) 

Douglas Peabody 

George Griffith | 
С. Birnbach 
Nathaniel Atcheson 

George Hister 

Willard Stires 

David Beatty 

Ray Wilcox 

George P. Hoster 

Stanley Macdonell 

William Daup 


Sacrifice and Prayer do we offer to thee, O Lord: do thou accept 


them for the souls departed, in whose memory we make this oblation. 


ee д 


Transfer House Being Moved To Central Park, 1962 
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ELDORADO ST. 


n 1960, Father Darwin Benjamin Bowers of 

Belvidere, Illinois, became the new rector at St. 

John's. He had been the senior pastor of Holy 
Trinity Church in Belvidere, Diocese of Chicago, 
since April 1950. Before serving at Holy Trinity, 
he spent more than six years in mission work in 
southwestern Wisconsin. 


А native of Delavan, Wisconsin, Father 
Bowers graduated from Carroll College, 
Waukesha, Wisconsin, and Nashotah 

House, Nashotah, Wisconsin. He 

was ordained a priest in 1945. 


Father Bowers was a member of 
the Diocesan Council, Diocese 
of Chicago, a member of the 
Board of Trustees of McLaren 
Foundation, a diocesan 
retreat center, and a Trustee of 
Nashotah House. 


He brought his wife, Marjorie, and 

three daughters, Mary Beth, 13, Sara 

Ann, ТІ, and Rebecca Lee, 6. A new rectory 
was purchased at 23 Edgewood Court to house 
the new priest and his family. 


St. John’s was buzzing with activity in 1961. A 


Rev. Darwin Benjamin Bowers, 1965 
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“Ти 1960, Father Darwin 
Benjamin Bowers Of Belvidere, 
Illinois, Became The New 
Rector At St. John’s.” 


planned renovation of several church spaces 
occurred soon after he was settled. St. Mary's 
Hall was extensively renovated for church 
offices, and a suitable apartment for curates 
was created. Father Bowers was then able 
to move the church office into St. Mary’s Hall, 
located next door on Eldorado Street. 


In the church itself, windows were repaired, 

and protective glass was installed. New 

flooring and carpeting were laid, and 

the pews and wainscoting were 
refurbished. 


Father Bowers would go on to 
stay the longest of any rector 
at St. John’s — an unbelievable 
fourteen years. In the early 
years of his tenure, Father 
Bowers and St. John’s enjoyed 
the church attendance surge 
that began nationally during the 
1940s and continued through the 
1950s, which required overflow seating on 
folding chairs at the back of the church on most 
Sundays. Unfortunately, by the late to mid-1960s, 
that sudden rush of attendance began slowing 
down, and St. John’s was no different. Weekly 
attendance began to slip, as did many other 
churches’ attendance throughout the country. 
Father Bowers might have foreshadowed his 
future at St. John’s when he answered their 
initial call with this paragraph: 


Please God, | may be adequate to the task 
that lies ahead, and І pray that the same 
Almighty Providence Who has seen fit to 
merge our respective histories at this point in 
time may give me the strength and wisdom 
to be all that you seem to think me to be 
and St. John's the patience to forgive my 
shortcomings. 


From the beginning, it was evident that 
Father Bowers had a superb command of 
the English language as he could write and 
deliver expressive sermons, as well as write and 
discuss trivial events in the parish newsletter 
with interest and wit. He significantly improved 
the written communications of the parish. 


His humor enabled him to become very close to 
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his communicants, as well as non-Episcopalian 
members of the Decatur community. He was 
remembered as an able pastor who strove to 
comfort people in distress. On more than one 
occasion, he went the extra mile to be with 
people at out-of-town hospitals to minister 

to those going into surgery or having 

other problems. 


Several clergymen assisted 
Father Bowers at various 
times during his fourteen- 
year tenure. Curates included 
Father Donald L. Bell, Father 
Wayne Shipley, Father 
John C. Klawiter, and Father 
Robert Harmon. They worked 
supervising the Sunday school, 
York Club, and the acolytes, and 
shared pastoral duties with the rector. 

St John's essential organizations continued 
to thrive under the new leadership of Father 
Bowers and his able assistants. 


His first assistant, Rev. Donald Lee Bell, became 


"Several Clergymen Assisted 
Father Bowers At Various 
Times During His Fourteen- 
Year Tenure." 


THE GOLDEN YEARS 1960 - 1974 
————————————ÓÓÓÓÓÉLLTZAA ÁdÁdó—— — SSS AALG£22272z accG£bàaÉcüSaeSaqeÉÉ—-EEEE——E-—EV-VLVVVLWLC-ÉÉÉYSIIZIFÍÉIZZIILIZTZEÉZZZEEEEXEKAE 


Curate and the Episcopal Chaplain at Millikin 
University in 1962. He was born in Wanatah, 
Indiana, where he attended public schools. 
He graduated cum laude from Valparaiso 
University and then studied at the University of 
Mainz in Germany on a Fulbright Scholarship. 
Father Bell taught German at Indiana 
University while obtaining a 
master's degree. He later earned 
a Bachelor of Divinity degree at 
Seabury-Western Theological 
Seminary, Evanston, Illinois. 
Father Bell was an excellent 
communicator апа had 
published several articles in 


professional journals. 
He was ordained іп 1959 
in Springfield, Illinois. His first 


assignment was Curate of St. Andrews 
Church, Carbondale, Illinois, and Chaplain at 
Southern Illinois University. 


He left St. John’s in 1964 and became rector of 
the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in 
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East Chicago, Indiana. He retired because of ill 
health in 1967. 


Rev. Bell was a lifelong resident of the northern 
Indiana area. He passed away in August 1972, 
at 39 years old. Survivors included his father, 
brother, sister, nieces, and nephews. 


In 1963, Rev. Wayne Shipley joined 
the staff. As Curate, the 33-year- 
old clergyman was in charge 

of youth work, the church 
school, and shared pastoral 
duties with Rev. Bowers. Father 
Shipley came to Decatur from 
Tulane University, New Orleans. 
Louisiana, where he was an 
assistant chaplain for three 
years. Rev. and Mrs. Shipley lived 
in the curate’s apartment at 130 W. 
Eldorado St. 


Rev. Wayne Sanford Shipley was born in Olney, 
Illinois. He received his Bachelor's degree from 
Indiana Central University and the General 
Theological Seminary in New York City, New York. 
In 1955, he was ordained deacon and priest in 
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"[Rev. Shipley] Became Тһе 
English-Speaking Vicar At 
One-Hundred-Year-Old St. 
Michael And All Angels...” 


the Diocese of Indianapolis. He then served as a 
curate at St. Paul’s Church in Evansville, Indiana, 
and St. Christopher's Chapel in New York City. 


Rev. Shipley had an interesting background. In 
the fall of 1957, he began a three-year journey 
in Mexico. He became the English- 
speaking Vicar at one-hundred- 
year-old St Michael and All 
Angels in the missionary district 
of Cuernavaca, Morelos. The 
congregations were part of 
the Anglo-American Colony 
that had been fraught with 
various revolutions and 
religious uprisings. He was the 
first Episcopal priest to conduct 
the church mission in Cuernavaca 
since 1917 when Bishop Creighton 
was driven out, and the state took over 

all church property. 


Two congregations comprised the blended 
church, the English-speaking, апа the 
Spanish-speaking under the care of the Rev. 
Rudopho Moreno. 


Rev. Wayne Sanford Shipley, Circa 1960s 
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St. Michael And All Angels, Mexico, 2020 


Rev. Shipley also assisted the twenty-seven 
boys who lived in two rooms in the Internado, 
a boarding home for boys connected with 
All Angels church. He was well-informed on 
both the Mexican Episcopal church’s work 
and the new congregations that were spread 
throughout the Republic of Mexico. 


When he returned from Mexico, he often gave 
talks about the Episcopal church and other 
Christian church denominations and their efforts 
to establish a foothold in Mexico. He described 
the politics, customs, superstitions, and various 
dialects of Mexico. He noted that the state owned 
all church property, and no English or Americans 
could minister to the people unless they spoke 
English. However, student boarding houses, called 
Internado, had been established where churches 
could conduct Christian education. 


At one of his presentations, he was asked, “How 
can we strengthen the work of our missions 
abroad?” Father Shipley replied with his life’s 
focus, “Every church is of itself a mission; every 
member a mission; so that only when we 
become strong at home, can we be strong in 
our missions abroad.” 


When he left St. John’s, he worked with the 
Washington Pastoral Institute and later 
assumed the rectorship of St. Paul’s 

in Carlinville. His life’s work with the 
Episcopal Church was extensive 
and varied as һе served 
churches in Indiana, New York 
City, Mexico, Louisiana, and 
several in southern Illinois. 

He died in 2013 in Carlinville, 
Illinois. Father Shipley was 
preceded in death by his 
wife, Martha, in 2008. He was 
survived by his two sisters and 
their children. 


Rev. John Carl Klawiter assumed 

curate duties at St. John’s in 1967. 

His responsibilities included supervising the 
Sunday School, the York Club (high school 
group), and the acolytes. He came to Decatur 
from Hayward, Wisconsin, where he had served 
for three years as vicar at the Church of the 
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“Rev. John Carl Klawiter Assumed НЕ 
Curate Duties At St. John’s In 1967.” 


= 


Rev. John Carl Klawiter, Undated 


Ascension in Hayward and St Luke’s Church in 
Springbrook, Wisconsin. 


He was born Dec. 30th, 1937, in Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin. Не graduated Нот the 
University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire 

and Nashotah House Episcopal 
Seminary in Nashotah, 

Wisconsin. In April 1960, he 

married Mary E. Muenich at 

Christ Episcopal Church, 

Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin. 


was ordained ап 
Episcopal priest on June 
29th, 1963, by the Rt. Rev. 
William W. Horstick, Bishop 
of the diocese of Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin, in Eau Claire. 


Father Klawiter received a 

Bachelor of Science degree іп 

mathematics and physics from Wisconsin 

State University in Eau Claire and a Bachelor of 

Divinity Degree from Nashotah House Seminary 
in Nashotah, Wisconsin. 
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He left St. John’s and moved to Chippewa Falls 
in 1970, where he assisted at Christ Episcopal 
Church for many years. He was a member of 
the Chippewa Area Clergy Conference and the 
Night Chaplain program at St. Joseph's Hospital. 
He had been a violinist with the University of 
Wisconsin - Eau Claire Symphony and was a 
violinist and board member in the Chippewa 
Valley Symphony. 


While serving at Hayward and Springbrook, 
Wisconsin, he founded the Clergy Association in 
Hayward. He was a member of the Lions Club 
and the Sawyer County Unit of the American 
Cancer Society. 


Rev. John C. Klawiter died in 1990 in Chippewa 
Falls, Wisconsin. Survivors included his wife, two 
daughters, Anne and Susan, and son, Thomas 
Klawiter. 


The church family was busy and 
active. The work of the guilds 
remained very much the 
same as the years before. St. 
Martha's made scuffies and 
beaded articles. The beaded 
evening bags became 
featured items at the annual 
holiday bazaars and sold for 
$35.00 a piece. Requiring much 
attention, the bags had individual 
beads and sequins sewn onto quilted 
materials and lined. They generally were 
beaded according to the patterns which were 
already on the material. Sometimes the ladies 
received special orders. 


St. Martha's Guild had special bridge gatherings 
as well. Throughout the years, the guild was 
known for preparing tasty luncheons and 
dinners for crowds, depending on the affair. 


In April 1961, Mrs. Carl Kohl, St. Martha's Guild 
member, shared her famous Pecan Roll recipe 
in the Decatur Daily Review. She made her rolls 
for many occasions and pointed out they could 
be made in large or small numbers. 


St. John's Guild continued to quilt and make 
yo-yos and sock monkeys. St. Francis Guild 
consisted of the young ‘mothers’ who met for 
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“[St. Martha's Guild] Was 
Known For Preparing Tasty 
Luncheons And Dinners For 


Crowds, Depending On 
The Affair.” 


fellowship and worked on various projects. The 
newest guild, St. Mary's, founded in 1960, had 
card parties and froze wonderful foods to sell. 


During these years, the four groups often worked 
together to present spectacular projects. 
Annually, the guilds held a bazaar heralding 
in the Christmas holiday season. They offered 
dishes that would provide almost an entire 
holiday dinner. Available frozen foods included 
such items as vegetable soup, unbaked pies, 
cinnamon coffee cakes, apple dumplings, ham 
loaves, Italian lasagna, pumpkin pies, English 
muffins, beef swirls, tuna casserole, crumb 
cakes, dinner rolls, and twice-baked potatoes. 


Ready to serve dishes included homemade 
candy, cranberry jelly, and chicken and 
noodles. The available handmade items 
were: toy bags, keyrings, dolls, stuffed 
animals, tote bags, slippers, aprons, 
matching housecoats and 
slippers, tree ornaments, pot 
holders, oven mitts, hand-knit 
mittens, headbands, wreaths, 
Raggedy Ann and Andy dolls, 
wastebaskets, and Barbie doll 
clothes. 


Throughout the bazaar, a light 

luncheon was served. One year 

the menu was crabmeat salad 

sandwiches, potato chips, coffee, and 

Christmas cookies. The annual event took 

many hours of work each year and was eagerly 
anticipated by the community. 


The Guilds also sponsored an annual spring 
card party, luncheon, and bake sale in the Parish 
Hall. Luncheon menus over the years included 
specialty dishes of chicken salad supreme, 
aspic molds with caviar dressing, marinated 
asparagus spears, watermelon pickles, radish 
roses, Parker House rolls, crescent rolls, petit 
fours, petit choux, curried fruit compote, date 
squares, lemon squares, and brownies. Card 
games were held afterward. Guests were also 
invited to buy home-baked treats. The proceeds 
from these events were used for national, 
diocesan, and local church projects. 


The rest of the church was also busy. Young 
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PECAN ROLLS FOR A CROWD, 


Makes 12 dozen 


cups milk 

cups sugar 

cups shortening 

Including % cup butter 
4 teaspoons salt 

eggs beaten 


packages yeast dissolved 
пт cup warm water with 1 teaspoon sugar added 


18 cups flour 


Scald milk, add sugar, shortening and salt. Cool to lukewarm. 
Add dissolved yeast, eggs and flour and mix to a smooth 
soft dough. Knead lightly on a floured surface. Let rise until 
doubled in bulk for about one hour. Then roll on floured 
surface into oblong pieces and brush with melted butter. Cover 
with cinnamon and sugar. Roll up into long rolls and cut into 


one-inch slices. 


In about seven shallow pans 7x 10” (each pan will take about 
20 rolls), heat slowly in each: 


3 tablespoons syrup 

One third cup brown sugar 

2 tablespoons butter 

Sprinkle bottom of pan with chopped pecans. Then place the 
cut one-inch slices of dough over this and let rise until double 


in bulk. Bake in hot oven, 400 degrees, 15 to 20 minutes. Turn 
out upside down on foil while hot. 
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St. John's Basketball Uniforms, 1960s 


adult couples had fellowship activities through 
the Anglican Club. Father Bowers was in charge 
of the Mens’ Club. The church youth were also 
involved. 


Having St. John’s curates and involved parents 
enabled the youth to participate more fully in 
many church activities. Pre-teens and 
teens were active in the Chi Rho 
and York Clubs, meeting for social 
activities and performing work 
around the church, such as 

painting the old parish hall. A 
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‘Y’ Basketball 


JUNIOR LEAGUE · 


Ww L 

First Methodist- 5 0 
First Church of God $T X 
St. John's Episcopal > 2 
2 

Central 2 3 
First Christian 1 4 
First Presbyterian 1 4 
Grace Methodist 4 


tral Christian 

8 p.m.—St. John's Episcopal vs. Hirst 
Christian 

9 p.m.—Grace Methodist vs. Westmin- 
ster Presbyterian. 


YMCA Basketball League Standings, 1960 


parents became more involved in preparing 
for Holy Week and Easter. Many children were 
in attendance at the 6:45 A.M. mass each 
Wednesday which was planned so that the 
children would have time to eat a light breakfast 
at church before getting off to school. 


As the Lenten Season progressed, daily 
mass continued to be offered, as 
well as Stations of the Cross and 
Benediction on Friday evenings. 

The parish looked forward to the 

Maundy Thursday Mass and 


favorite activity for the York “YMCA Basketball Was A Watch when the Altar Guild 

Club was planning dances for Large Part Of Life For The decorated the Altar of Repose 

other diocesan youth groups. Youth At St. John's And with daffodils they picked from 

Many of St. John's children still » the hillside at a parishioner's 
Other Local Churches. 


enjoyed attending camp aot 
Camp Seymour (later known as 
Camp Warren). 


YMCA Basketball was a part of life for the 
youth at St. John's and other local churches. 
Bob Causey felt a sense of accomplishment 
in working with the boys' team. He and John 
Hanson led the teams. The church leagues 
provided positive activities for participation 
by the male youth. They had much success 
and won many trophies and prizes. 


During the Lenten season, children and their 


home. The Good Friday service 

began at noon and continued 

for three hours. Unlike today, many 

businesses closed for those three 
hours. 


CHILDHOOD MEMORIES FROM THE 1960S 


Becky Bowers Sarcia reflected: “1 remember 
with fondness the side altar being decorated 
with daffodils (and helping to pick them), The 
Easter egg hunt, lamb-shaped cakes, and 
decorating the flower cross." 
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Antique 1680 Salzburg Candlesticks, 1960s 


Late on Saturday afternoon, a service called the 
Lighting of the New Fire was conducted. 


Christmas traditions remain much the same 
today as they were in the 1960s, with the children 
looking forward to participating in pageants. 
Greens were hung, and poinsettias were placed 
after the fourth Sunday in Advent. Midnight Mass 
was the highlight of the season. 


Being an acolyte was a special honor. As 
acolytes of this era gained experience, they 
were promoted from the 7:30 A.M. service on 
Sunday and weekday service to the main 
services. Usually, one of the more experienced 
acolytes was given the coveted honor of 
“Master of Ceremonies” or Thurifer. 


In the 1960s, the renovations to the church 
continued. Father Bowers was proud of 
the improvements that were made on the 
church grounds and building. When he left, he 
commented that the old, tired church had been 
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turned into a modern worship center during his 
tenure. 


The nave and sanctuary were redecorated, and 
additional property was acquired. The organ 
was repaired once again. Equally important, the 
tower entrance railings were repaired. 


Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Firestone, Jr. gave several 
large bequests. They presented a beautiful set 
of 16th century silver Salzburg candlesticks, 
which were used asthe Eucharistic Lights on the 
altar. They were antiques found by Mrs. Harvey 
D. Firestone in Europe and given by her as a 
memorial for her mother and sister. A parking 
lot on the corner of Cerro Gordo and Eldorado 
streets, one block north of the church, was 
also given to the parish by Harvey Firestone, 
Jr. He offered it as a thank-offering on the 
anniversary of his marriage, which had been 
held at St. John's in 1921. After their wedding, the 
Firestone family resided in Akron, Ohio. Many 
gifts were given to St. John's through the years, 
recognizing Mrs. Firestone's continuing interest 
in her home parish. 
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“(The Firestones] Presented 


A Beautiful Set Of 16th 
Century Silver Salzburg 
Candlesticks...” 


Other additions in 1964 included a baptismal 
font. The font had been used for several years at 
Trinity Church in Carrollton, Illinois. Unfortunately, 
that church had closed. 


The marble font weighed from twelve to fifteen 
hundred pounds. It had to be stored in the bell 
tower while the baptistery floor was braced. It is 
likely that at this time the floor was raised and 
steps installed. The old font from St. John’s was 
placed in another part of the building where 


CHURCH FIRES ARE PROBED 


Police and fire officials are investigating apparent arson 
attempts at the St. John’s Episcopal Church, 130 W. 
Eldorado St., discovered early this morning. The Rev. 
Darwin B. Bowers, Rector of the church, said the fires, 


which burned themselves out, were set at opposite ends 
of the church. Candles were lighted and burned down 
during the night, causing only minor damage to church 
furnishings, he said. The Rev. Mr. Bowers said the church 
is never locked and can be entered any time. 


The Decatur Review. December 7, 1966. 


Father Bowers said, "it would be less of a hazard 
for inquisitive youngsters." 


Father Bowers continued the ceremony of 
giving the Rector's Cross at St. John's for those 
who worked long and hard in the parish. In 1961, 
the award recipient was someone unexpected 
to the congregation who truly reflected Father 
Bowers’ admiration of a "silent servant to the 
church.” Mrs. Barbara Budde received the 
cross for her exemplary work as a parent and 
President of the Episcopal Churchwomen. The 
next year, Father Bowers gave the award to 
another "silent servant,” Mrs. Rowena Woodard. 
People who attended the meetings were very 


pleased with his decisions. 


Technology updates were an important part 
of the 1960s. Modern-day technology and 
additions included a paper folding and cutting 
machine, a snowblower, and air-conditioners in 
the sacristy and kitchen. 


Many parishioners were very involved at St. 
John’s with all sorts of activities and inviting 
others to join the parish, but none more so as 
Robert L. Shade. 


Not only was he an outstanding citizen of the 
Decatur community, but he was intent on 
showcasing St. John’s and its message to the 
public. He was quick to volunteer to speak for St. 
John's when St. Mary's Guild proposed a Lenten 
series with luncheons entitled, “Know your 
Neighbor's Religion.” 


In August of 1965, the Decatur Herald published 
а lengthy article describing the problems 
that Camp Seymour had encountered. The 
buildings were deteriorating, and the lake 
needed to be dredged to be deep enough for 
the summer activities. The only camp that still 
used the area was a Disabled Children’s Camp. 
One organization’s camp per season simply 


‘NO SUFFRAGETTES’ CHURCH WOMEN LOSE VOICE 


Episcopal women once again have lost 
the right to vote in the councils of the 
church, but they don't seem to care. That 
attitude was apparent this past weekend 
in Olney, when the Springfield Diocesan 
Synod voted against allowing election of 
women to the vestry of the diocese. The 
Springfield Diocese covers the southern half 
of Illinois. The Synod, an all-male body, “is 
sort of conservative,” said the Rev. Darwin 
Bowers, a member, who is rector of St. 
John's Episcopal Church in Decatur. “In the 
clerical order, the issue barely passed, with a 
two-thirds vote required, but the laity said 
n0," according to the Rev. Mr. Bowers. The 


laymen split 50-50, he said, in turning the 


women down. “Women are the backbone of 


The Decatur Herald. October 6, 1965. 


any parish,” the Rev. Mr. Bowers observed, 
“but it seems to me men can do something, 
even if it’s only run the place.” Thus the 
Decatur rector tended to agree with the 
laymen, if only because church women 
already have enough work to do. Then he 
observed wryly, “Maybe it’s all for the best; 
if you've ever gone to a guild meeting, youll 
understand.” Church women are the sole 
participants in guild activities. Men elected 
to the vestry “are responsible for the fabric” 
of the church, the Rev. Mr. Bowers said. 
“Policy is the rector's.” 


The issue of women's rights comes up in 
the national General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church regularly, with the same 
result as this weekend's diocesan vote in 
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Olney. Ironically, the women of the diocese 
were holding their annual convention 
across the hall from the Synod meeting. 
“But the women were not offended,” said the 
Rev. Mr. Bowers. “We have no suffragettes.” 


On Thursday, September 2, 1965, Father 
Bowers was surprised to have 130 
parishioners at the 7:00 AM. service 
as he observed his 20th anniversary of 
Ordination to the Priesthood with a Votive 
Mass of Thanksgiving. Following the mass, 
a breakfast honoring Father Bowers was 
held and members of the Vestry presented 
him with a lovely silver pyx as a generous 
expression of appreciation from the 
congregation. 
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The Decatur Herald. February 9, 1962. 


didn't pay the bills for the year, and the Diocese 
was thinking seriously of selling the entire 
campground. 


Many Episcopalian children had switched their 
allegiance to East Bay Camp in Hudson, 
Illinois, because the facilities were 
updated. Also, families were 
camping together instead of 

sending children off to camp. 


The problem of what to do 


(( 


Тре One Hundred-Thirtieth Birthday of the 
Episcopal Church was celebrated on Sunday, 
October 10th, 1965 at Illinois Jubilee College 
State Park. The event celebrated The Rt. Rev. 
Philander Chase, D. D. who was the first the first 
Bishop of Illinois and served from 1835 to 1852. 


The Episcopal Church in Illinois was firmly 
established in 1835 through the efforts of a 
handful of clergy, a few laymen, and the efforts 
of new Illinois Bishop, Philander Chase, former 
Bishop of Ohio. 


Episcopalians were in Illinois earlier than 1835, 
but most resided in the northern half of the 
State. Bishop Chase made his first visit to Illinois 
after his election March 9th, 1835. At that time, 
he found one church at Jacksonvile and a 
small group of interested clergy and laymen. 


The General Convention had approved the 
admission of Illinois as a Diocese, but was 
unhappy in the way Bishop Chase had been 
elected. Therefore, it did not appropriate any 
funds for new mission fields. 


Even though he had no money except his 
personal funds, he worked to establish Jubilee 
College near Peoria, Illinois. Undaunted, Bishop 
Chase made trips to England and raised money 
among his friends who had already helped 
him to open Kenyon College in Gambier, 
Ohio. Soon he had the assistance 
of coadjutor Bishop, John Henry 
Whitehouse, as Illinois was 
expanding. 


‹ Unfortunately, Bishop Chase 
WEN. Same: тешеп Was а а sustained а А in 
есен, Жаста ше е Do With Camp Seymour Was 1852 when he was thrown 
1. атар С to i Soon Resolved When The from a buggy and died. He 
Illinois Ministerial Assembly | » ded. by Bish 
of the Church of God, Inc. The Entire Camp Was Sold... 2. 22. 


Assembly of God intended to 

winterize the buildings and use 

it year-round. They also planned to 

build a tabernacle on the grounds for state 
meetings. The real estate transaction was 
finalized in 1966. The Disabled Children’s Camp 
quickly put in a bid to attend the next summer 
after the sale. 
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Whitehouse, апа later, Bishop 

McClaren, the third Bishop of 

Illinois. Bishop McClaren was the 

driving force behind the division of the 

State into three Dioceses in 1877, which was 
made necessary by rapid population growth. 


The October 1965 event honored Bishop Chase 
and his successors. A graphic illustrating the 


Stephen Bangert, 1961 


Diocese of Illinois statistics is on the next page. 


Sadly, national affairs came home to St. John’s 
in 1967. Just as the Vestry was preparing a 
plaque of current servicemen to be placed 
in the Parish Hall, Stephen Ray Bangert, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bangert, was killed 

in action in Vietnam after being in 
the Marine Corps for 14 months. 
He was a 1962 graduate of 
Stephen Decatur High School 

and attended Southern Illinois 


(( 


“Stephen Ray Bangert, 


Cemetery. The loss of Stephen Bangert would 
remain on the minds of parishioners for years 
to come. 


Later in 1967, the Vestry of St. John’s adopted 
а resolution on August 16th recognizing Mr. 
and Mrs. Lewis W. Shade on their 60th wedding 
anniversary. The Vestry recorded their gratitude 
for the life and work of Lewis and Florence 
Shade and asked for continual blessings upon 
them. As St. John’s continued to recognize past 
contributions to the church, it was also proud to 
look to the future with Christian education and 
seminary studies. 


St. John’s assisted people in beginning their 
seminary studies including Mr. T. Nicholas King Jr. 
He grew up in St. John's parish and was ordained 
at the church in 1969. A graduate of Stephen 
Decatur High School and Millikin University, 
his family included his mother, Mrs. Rachel 
Campbell King, and siblings Debbie, Melissa, 
Rick, and Jon. He graduated from Nashotah 
House Episcopal Seminary in Wisconsin. 


Through the years, he preached several 
sermons at St. John's. Following his ordination, 
he was involved with student work ot Illinois 
State University and St. Matthew's church in 
Bloomington, Illinois. He had a varied career, 
including being a priest at several churches 
OUt east. He was called a "mover and 

shaker” in the Diocese of Maryland 

in the 1980s. 


Eventually, he used his talents 
to be part of the Metropolitan 


2. for three years. Son Of Mr. And Mrs. Robert School of the Arts, which 
He ha een very active in А ; i 

| Bangert, Was Killed In Action was begun in 2001. It was an 
diocesan youth and college Бе ; innovative arts education 
work. St. John’s congregation In Vietnam After Being In establishment located just 
remembered his diligence as a The Marine Corps For 14 south of Washington D.C, on 
thurifer and his manner of often Months.” a mission to launch students 


completing a full overhead circle 

with the thurible, surprising both the 
parishioners and Father Bowers. It was a 

very long week as the distressed parishioners 
waited with the family for his remains to be 
returned to Decatur. Full military rites were 
accorded and witnessed at St. John’s church 
by an over-flowing congregation. He was 
buried іп St. John's God's Acre at Greenwood 


who change the world as artists, 
innovators, and global citizens. Over 
the years, he received many accolades for 
his work with the students. 


Christian Education during Father Bowers’ 
tenure exploded with over 230 students on an 
average Sunday. Most of the children met in 
the Sunday school rooms located under the 
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1835-1965 


ЕЙ ое established by 1895 


Statistics 1885 1965 
Churches "E LU 
Bishop 1 5 
Clergy 6 8311 
Communicants 89 63,932 
Baptisms 16 2,597 
Confirmations 13 3,287 
Sunday School 

pupils 58 8 25,333 
Marriages 3 1567 
Burials 5 8 1515 
legend 


ПЕ Diocese of Illinois (1835) 
ЕЗ Diocese of Quincy (1877) 


Е Diocese of Springfield (1877) 


ШЕ 1. Diocese of Illinois (1877-1884) Illinois in 1835 
2. Diocese of Chicago (1884) 


Episcopal Church Statistics, 1965 


THE HOLY COMMUNION 
(Communicants are asked please to wait for 
the ushers.) 


Hymns & Carols at Communion: t7, 20, 30133; 36,138 


Communio: Tone, 1 
The dew of thy birth: is of the womb of the 
morning. 

Ablutions Hymn Schmuecke Dich Hymn 210 

The Thanksgiving Page 83 

Post Communion Collect Missal 

The Blessing Page 84 

The Last Gospel Page 97 

The Closing Hymn Mendelssohn Hymn 27 

Postlude Toccata Distler 


та ЕУ ТИЛЕК ТОКСИН ы IEP IE- FT E NIS В 


Unless prevented by illness ог absence from the city, 
the Church expects every communicant to make his Com- 
munion at one of the Christmas Masses. The clergy 
will be happy to bring communion to the sick and the 
confined of the parish family throughout the Octave. 
Please phone 428-4461 as soon as possible to make 
appointments. 


Celebrant - The Rev. Darwin Bowers 
Deacon - The Rev. Henry C. Johnson 
Sub Deacon - Mr. Nicholas King 


Or ganist/Choirmaster Kenneth б. Powall 


GUNTHORPS С-210 
Chula Vista, California. 


and the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
Glory of the Lord shone around ttem, 


ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
DECATUR, ILLINOIS 1966 


Christmas Eve Bulletin, 1966 


380 


THE GOLDEN YEARS 1960 - 1974 


existing Parish Hall, but others still met in three 
old houses surrounding St. John’s. As church 
school attendance began to fall off, it was 
decided that meeting in the poorly situated 
housing was less than ideal. The inconvenience 
and safety of students meeting in old houses 
became a concern and illuminated the need 
for more attached Sunday school rooms. 


Needing more Christian Education space, the 
Vestry decided to launch another building 
project. Father Bowers preached the opening 
service about the building project on April 27th, 
1969. He summarized the situation: 


Let me draw your attention to our parish 
church situated here at Church and Eldorado 
Streets in the northwest corner of downtown 
Decatur. Our parochial area consists of a 
strip of commercial real estate flanking the 
north side of a busy U.S. highway. And the 
church -- 72 years old -- is hemmed in by 
a gasoline station, encroaching commercial 
enterprises, and tired housing; but a church 
that continues to serve us well, never-the- 
less, and is a perfect gem of a venerable type 


of ecclesiastical architecture. For 116 years St. 
John's has served this community and for 
seventy-two of those years Episcopalians 
have worshiped Him in this very building 
on this very self-same corner. In spite of 
sometimes-haphazard maintenance over 
the years, the church still conveys its special 
charm, and (both spiritually and physically) 
is worthy — and is worth — our restoring and 
upgrading. Centrally located – no more than 
15 - 20 minutes away over good streets from 
the furthest homes of the community, St. 
John's continues to provide the Sacraments 
and to teach the faith to a constituency 
more than twice as large as she was erected 
to serve, and to nurture a generation who in 
their daily lives live so differently from those 
who had the courage to build and bequeath 
this building to them. 


This problematic situation of having too many 


people for the available space forced the 


parishioners to consider an addition to the 
parish house constructed in 1955. 


In 1969, St. John's finally had to make the 


agonizing decision to do something with the 
old brown church from 1858. The old building's 
three options were to raze it to provide room for 
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Ash Wednesday With Rev. Bowers, 1969 
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FACILITIES EXPANDED 


CENTURY OLD BUILDING TO BE RAZED 


The original St. John’s Episcopal Church 
building, more than 100 years old, will be 
razed in a $287,000 building program the 
City Plan Commission was told Thursday. 


The church petitioned for vacation of an 
alley immediately behind the existing 
church building, and received unanimous 
commission endorsement. 


Attorney Elbert S. Smith, representing the 
church, told the commission about the 
plans to expand the church facilities, which 
includes razing the historic structure. 


“For those who like to see old things preserved 
its a big disappointment, but it will have to 
go,” he said. 


Itisthought that the old brown frame structure 
is oldest building in the city still being used for 
its original purpose, Smith said. 


"Services were held in it Sunday and they will he 


The Decatur Daily Review. July n, 1969. 


next Sunday and for Sundays to come." He said. 


According to newspaper clippings, the 
church was built in 1858. 1t was originally 
built at the northwest corner of North and 
Water streets according to Rev. Darwin B. 
Bowers, church rector. 


It was later moved to the present site and 
was again moved in 1890 when the present 
building was constructed. It now forms the 
east wall of the main church building in the 
100 Block W. Eldorado St. 


Rev. Bowers said the decision to raze the 
building isa firm one, although the church’s 
governing board hasnt officially approved 
such action. Rev. Bowers said that there had 
been sentiment to preserve the old building, 
but that most church members are now 
reconciled to the inevitability of its destruction. 


Cost estimates on restoring the building have 
been impossible to obtain, and engineers 


have said it would be impossible to move the 
building, Rev. Bowers said. 


The $287,000 church remodeling program 
will include air conditioning the main 
church building, renovating the interior 
and constructing ал ¥ story addition to the 
north over the alley the church is seeking to 
have vacated. 


The added space will be used primarily in 
the church school room and will include 
classrooms, a lounge and a meeting room 


and kindergarten and nursery facilities. 


A new arcade and entrance will be built on 
the north wall of the present church and 
off-street parking will be provided. If the 
City Council approves the alley vacation, the 
church hopes to begin construction in the 
late summer or early fall, Rev. Bowers said. 


Property on both sides of the alley is owned 
by the church. 


=. 


Original St. John's Building Slated For Demolition, 


1967 
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a new structure, rebuild it, or move the building 
to another spot on the church property. Adding 
to the problem was that the facility served as 
the east wall of the current church. The over- 
riding concern was that potential construction 
needed to ensure that adequate classroom 
space could be acquired. 


ш a local paper, some parishioners 
said that the old wooden chapel 
"can't continue to molder away 

for many more years.” Other 
parishioners thought that 


с 


The major renovation that had been discussed 
for many years was finally at hand. The 
$320,000 church remodeling project included 
new air conditioning in the church building and 
renovating the nave and sanctuary. 


The air conditioning in the sanctuary had 
become a real problem for summer 
services. Father Bowers married 
Kathy Peoples and Tim Phillips, 

both members of long-standing 

families of St. John's, on July 3lst, 

1971. It was a very hot day and 


the building needed to be “Later That Year, The Firm the church air conditioning 
saved simply for historical Decision Was Маде То system had broken again. 
value. It was the oldest public lish Th | Whether or not it was related 
building in Decatur that was Demolish The Small Brown to the air conditioning problem, 
still being used for its original Church.” the organ wouldn't work either. 


purpose. The wooden church 

itself was deteriorating moment 

by moment. The wood exterior was 
weather-beaten, and the floors inside 

the church were uneven. It had been used as 
a Sunday school room, basketball court, and 
а guildhall. Regardless of what decision was 
made, it would be a difficult one. The building 
had faced demolition for nearly thirty years. 


It was originally built at the northwest corner of 
North and Water streets. Father Bowers reported, 
"there had been sentiment to preserve the old 
building, but most church members are now 
reconciled to the inevitability of its destruction." 
Cost estimates on restoring the building had 
been impossible to obtain since it would need 
to be done piece by piece, and engineers said 
it would be impossible to move the building in 
its present condition. 


Later that year, the firm decision was made to 
demolish the small brown church. An attorney 
representing St. John's told the city planning 
committee, "For those who like to see old things 
preserved it's a bit of a disappointment, but it 
will have to go.” The church did not stop with the 
razing of the old church. They also petitioned 
the city for "vacation" of an alley behind the 
new parish hall and received unanimous 
commission endorsement. The action was 
essential to join the land they owned on both 
sides of the alley. 
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Wedding guests had to carry a 

piano up from the basement for 

music. At the end of the mass, the 

wedding party was so hot that they were 

on the verge of fainting. Father Bowers actually 

skipped several prayers at the end. Even with 

all the commotion, Tim and Kathy Phillips 
celebrated their 49th anniversary in 2020. 


A brand new entrance to the church was also 
completed with the addition of a ‘cloister.’ This 


MCN УВ bo oe 


d Smee 
Wedding Of Tim Phillips & Kathy Peoples, 1971 


Dedication Of Classroom Addition, 1970 


hallway allowed access to the church from 
two separate ways without entering from the 
original bell tower entrance. The former twin 
entries on either side of the baptistery were 
enclosed with glass. 


(( 


“A One-And-A-Half-Story 
Addition To The Parish Hall 
Was Constructed Over 
The Recently Vacated 
Alleyway...” 


The main bell tower door on the south side was no 
longer used, and the new access to the church 
and hall was through the cloister on the north 
near parking areas. To complete the addition 
of the cloister, one of the original stained glass 
windows was removed, and a set of double glass 
doors was installed in its place. п 2020, access to 
the church nave and parish hall continued to be 
through the cloister on the north side. 


A one-and-a-half-story addition to the Parish 
Hall was constructed over the recently vacated 


alleyway, allowing a lounge, meeting rooms, 
a kindergarten room, and nursery facilities. In 
order to consolidate the church’s real estate 
in a more efficient package, an intricate set of 
real estate transactions were completed. Two 
houses were removed, and an off-street parking 
facility was built to the north of the church. A 
permanent brick east wall was also built, as 
the original wall had been the 1858 chapel 
that had now been torn down. The architect 
for the 1970 addition was George A. Albers. He 
was well-known as president of the Decatur 
Architects Association, and a partner in the firm 
of Spangler, Beall, Salogga, Bradley & Albers. Of 
particular note, Albers was the architect for the 
new Decatur Public Library located on North 
Street that opened in 1970. 


In addition, landscaping was completed to 
blend new areas of lawn and the office and 
original church building were treated for 
termites. 


Interior improvements to the nave and the 
sanctuary were completed. The nave was re- 
plastered with tinted plaster and redecorated. 


The sanctuary was re-plastered with uncolored 
plaster and updated to include beautiful 
symbols professionally painted on the east 
wall. The changes cost more than $20,000. 
Schanbacher and Son of Springfield, Illinois, 
experts in church decoration, completed the 
renovation. 


A booklet describing the new wall decorations 
was produced by Frances Doubleday, Mary Merris, 
Mary Peters and Moxine Glan. The document 
contained illustrations and brief histories of the 


Building Addition Cornerstone, 2020 
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Sanctuary During Renovation, 1970 


ABOVE THE ALTAR 


St. John, Evangelist 
(Our Patron) 


GOSPEL SIDE EPISTLE SIDE 


St. Peter St. Thomas 


S. James, Greater 5 | 25. Matthew S. Jude 


St. Andrew St. James, Less 


S. Philip 5. Barthoiomew 5. Simon S. Paul 


Symbols Used In Sanctuary, 1970 
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Scopal Church 


Twelve Apostles as depicted on the sanctuary wall. 


On December 13th, 1970, the New Parish Hall's 
re-dedication and blessing took place with 
Bishop Chambers. The completion of this 
building project was eagerly awaited by many, 
as the new space would make St. John’s more 
attractive for Diocesan and Synod events. 


In addition to renovations, 
memorials were also added 
during this time. A large statue 

of St. John holding a cup with 

a serpent resides in the north 
former baptistery entrance. 


“On December 13th, 1970, as its 
The New Parish Hall's Re- 


company that contributed much to Decatur's 
progress during his distinguished career. Mr. 
Chastain was known for his innovations in the 
fields of structural and civil engineering. He 
was a pioneer in electronic surveying and the 
use of computer technology in engineering. 
His firm, which was listed among the 500 
most prominent engineering firms in 

the United States, designed and 
constructed major highways in 

Illinois and Indiana. The firm 

listed many Decatur industries 

clients, including 
Borg-Warner Corporation, 


; ; Caterpillar Tractor Company, 
The area is a memorial to dedication And Blessing апа ү Simmons 2. 
Homer L. Chastain, a prominent Took Place With Bish OR pany, 
Decatur resident of 43 years оок Flace WIL : (пор Incorporated. п 1968 the firm 
and loyal St. John’s parishioner. Chambers. worked on 40 projects with an 


He died in October 1970, and a 

short time after that, the statue was 

dedicated to his memory. The white oak 

replica was carved in Canada and symbolizes 
the story of St. John being poisoned, hence the 
serpent in the cup. A valuable oriental rug was 
added to the area in the 1980s. 


He was a founder and partner of the Homer 
L. Chastain & Associates consulting firm, а 
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estimated construction cost of 
more than $100 million. 


The Chastain Institute was begun in 
1967 by Mr. Chastain, under the Illinois Division 
of Vocational Rehabilitation sponsorship. 
Classes at the school were designed to teach 
physically disabled and displaced workers new, 
semi-professional skills. The school was very 
successful and helped employ persons in local 
industries. 


Pictures From Building Project, 1970 
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Pictures From Building Project, 1970 Page 2 
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Siding Removed From Original Building, 1970 


Mr. Chastain held many offices in professional 
societies and was active in social organizations. 
“He was a humble man in the best sense of the 
word. He was devoted to his church and his 
friends,” reflected Rev. Darwin B. Bowers. 


The church family moved straight from 
renovations to hosting the 93rd 
Synod in October 1970. More 
than three hundred persons 

from all over the diocese 

-- clergy, synod delegates, 


(( 


The achievements of the parish priest are 
seldom noticed in the parish press but are 
inscribed much more significantly on the 
hearts of men.” When asked about the award, 
Bowers wrote т the parish newsletter, "I still 
think there is a need to baptize the children, 
to visit the sick, to bury the dead, to cheer the 
downhearted, to minister the Sacraments 
and just simply to pray... If this is what my 
degree means, | covet and exult in it. 


Less than two years after a major rebuilding 
project, St. John’s was already working 
once again to improve facilities further. 
Improvements included new shutters for the 
kitchen, refurbishing the sacristy, refining the 
newly acquired air conditioning system, and 
finalizing the donor plaque to remember those 
who helped with the building project. 


The wooden church was slated for demolition 
on September 1, 1970. The women’s group at 
St. John’s removed original siding from the old 
wooden church, which was approximately 70 
years old. They planned to turn the shingles into 
wooden crosses and affix the bronze Stations of 
the Cross on them. 


The fourteen Stations of the Cross were 
remounted and hung in the nave using wood 
from the original church. Jack Gordy 
fashioned crosses from the wooden 

shingles. The bronze fronts were a 

memorial for Fire Captain Lynn 

Martin and had been selected 


Episcopal Church Women “The Women's Group At St. 2... 
representatives, and guests John’s Removed Original Siding parishioners | 
attended. It was the first time From The Old Wooden : 

St John’s new educational anch In May 1972, a statue for the Mary 


facilities were used for a 
diocesan get-together. 


Father Bowers was honored т 1970 by 

receiving an honorary degree of Doctor 

of Divinity from his alma mater, Nashotah 
House, in Nashotah, Wisconsin. The degree 
was given to Father Bowers in recognition of 
his work as a parish priest in the Milwaukee, 
Chicago, and Springfield Dioceses. The citation 
accompanying the degree elaborated: 


Merris Garden was installed in 

the cloister's new courtyard. Mrs. 

Byron Merris had spent much of 

her life supporting St. John’s in various 

ways. AS а music teacher and community 

member well-known for her love of the arts, 

she had much to offer and had given much. 

She began serving St. John’s as an organist in 

1938. She fulfilled many other roles as the years 

passed. She even wrote a beautiful Christmas 
pageant for the children of the church in 1970. 
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1970 FACILITIES 
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1970 3D Sketches Of Classroom & Cloister Additions, Wooden Church Removal 2021 
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ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL BAZAAR MAKING ANTIQUE “FINDS” 


At age four and one-half; Jamie Gahwiler is a veteran antique- 
hunter. He's made a circuit of rummage sales and auctions with 
his mother, Mrs. James Gahwiler, and her committee of four. 


Тһеууе gathered and refinished all kinds of old things for the 
St. John’s Episcopal church bazaar planned for 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday. 


Mrs. Gahwiler says, “We loaded up the kids and took off" The 
five women went to auctions in places like Pana and Mattoon 
and competed with antique dealers on prices. But the women 
went for the broken pieces. They brought them back in a ‘64 
Chevrolet. They jammed things in the trunk until, Mrs. Gahwiler 
says, “We weren't sure we were going to make it home.” 


She is president of the Episcopal Church Women as well as 
chairman of the bazaar. 


As is the case with most antique-hunters, they went over their 
budget, and now they’ve run out of time for their refinishing 
work. Each of the five women has spent two and one-half days a 
week on the project since June. 


They stripped three coats of enamel and made new rush seats for 
three ladder back chairs. Mrs. Gahwiler says, “No one would've 
paid a cent for them if they saw them in their original state.” 


The Decatur Daily Review. November 16, 1972. 


They also refinished school desks, camelback trunks and even 
an old buckboard seat. 


Among their “finds” ave an authentic Boston rocker with 
its original stenciling intact, an old-time mail pouch and 
an adjustable brass lamp with holders for four candles. The 
committee’s favorite piece is a 100-year-old nightstand made 
from a swivel-type organ bench and a tabletop. 


A copper teapot they bought didn't have a lid so they arranged 
some dried weeds in it. And they painted up old kitchen utensils 
and made them into candle holders or wall decorations with the 
addition of more dried flowers or wasp’s nests or mushrooms. 


Froma huge pile of horse harnesses, they salvaged about 15 round 
bits for use as towel racks. And from driftwood gathered on a 


family vacation the committee made more flower arrangements. 


Mrs. Gahwiler says, “We've had problems keeping things. We've 
tried not to sell them as it isn't fair to anyone who would come 
to the sale." 


This is the first time the women of St. John’s Episcopal Church 
have featured antiques at their bazaar. Christmas decorations 
and handmade gift items will be on sale along with food items. 
There will be a carnival and lunch will be served. 


Note from the Authors: 


The antiques had been placed in the church hall in readiness for the sale. Less than four days later, 
some of the most valuable antiques were stolen. Police said no sign of forced entry was found. 
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Christus Rex 


In Merris Garden, Circa 1990 
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Mrs. Mary Biehlen Merris had another interest, 
that of symbols. She spent time through 
the years researching and explaining the 
role of symbols and their significance to St. 
John’s parish family and the community. Her 
knowledge was important when the sanctuary 
was redecorated, and symbols were painted on 
the walls of the sanctuary. 


She was occasionally asked to speak about 
symbols by various church groups. In one of her 
speeches, she reflected that, “there are almost as 
many kinds of crosses as there are blades of grass.” 


It was fitting that the new statue in the Merris 
garden was that of a modern Christus Rex. She 
preferred “the crucifix that represented the living 
Christ - clothed, crowned and reigning.” She 
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SAVINGS ANDO LOAN 


North Main at Eldorado 
429-2366 


New First Federal Advertisement,1974 


Long-Time Neighbors, St. John's & Decatur Carnegie Library, Continued 
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Decatur Public Library Demolition Completed, 1972 
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Y 
CHURCH 3 
ALWAYS OPEN Ў 

FOR 1 
PRAYER AND 
MEDITATION 


PLEASE 
USE OTHER 
DOORS 


Bell Tower Entrance, 1967 


felt this “best represented Christ in His threefold 
character of Prophet, Priest and King.” She always 
concluded her symbol talks with, “Languages 
may come and go, but a symbol is a universal 
language and can tell an historic story.” 


In 1971, the vestry encouraged Father Bowers 
to obtain the services of Robert Harmon as 
curate. Father Harmon had grown up in Mt. 
Vernon, Illinois, and graduated with honors from 
Mt. Vernon Township High School in 1959. He 
received his Bachelor of Arts Degree in English, 
speech and drama, and philosophy from the 
University of Evansville, Evansville, Indiana, in 
1969. He then graduated from Seabury-Western 


CHURCHES LOCK DOORS AT NIGHT 
Churches formerly were considered sanctuaries. 
No longer. 


Nearly all now lock their doors for the night just like any 
business establishment. 


Only two out of 20 churches [that were] called in the 
Decatur area are open 24 hours a day. 


A few ministers say they kept the church open all the time 
until three or four years ago — until “vandalism started on 
the upsweep.” 


Others say it has always been a policy to lock the doors of 
the church for as long as they remember. 
As one preacher said — “Face it the church is easy prey.”... 


Many ministers said that if the sanctuaries or chapels are open, 
the whole church is open because there are no doors that can 


be locked to separate office areas. And, insurance companies 
demand that churches keep the doors locked, they said. 


“Not that enough people like to sit in a dark, empty church 
to warrant keeping it open,” one minister said. 


“A person is cheating himself if he thinks he can only 
worship in a church,” another noted. 


But then there was also the minister who said, “To tell you 
| the truth, I’m scared to death to sit in a dark church.” 


E Inve 1 | 
The Decatur Daily 


Theological Seminary, Evanston, Illinois, with a 
Master of Divinity degree. Father Harmon was 
ordained to the diaconate in Chicago in June 
of 1971 and the priesthood in December 1971. 


He had worked as a Christian Education assistant 
at St. Marks Church in Evanston, Illinois, and 
studied clinical pastoral counseling at the Indiana 
University Medical Center in Indianapolis, Indiana. 


(( 


"In 1971, The Vestry 
Encouraged Father Bowers 
To Obtain The Services 


Of Robert Harmon As 
Curate.” 
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The Rector and Vestry 
of 
St. John's Episcopal Church 
nequests the pleasure of your company 
at a Reception 
(following Solemn Evensong and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament) 
Ал honour of 
The Reverend Robert Dake Harmon, St. John's new Curate 
and 
Mrs. Harmon 
on Sunday, the twentieth of June 
(^om five-thinty to seven-thirty o'clock 


The Parish House 
St. John's Episcopal Church 
Church at Eldorado Streets 
Decatur, 1204045 


Evensong and Benediction 
five o'clock 


The Rev. Dale Harmon, Undated 


3 - Jesus Falls The First Time 4 - Jesus Meets His Afflicted Mother 


5 - The Cross ls Laid On Simon Of Cyrene 


DIA 


mV 


S 7 - Jesus Falls A Second Time 8 - Jesus Meets The Women Of Jerusalem 


FO. 


9 - Jesus Falls A Third Time 10 - Jesus Is Stripped Of His Garments 


b n - Jesus Is Nailed To The Cross 12 - Jesus Dies On The Cross е 
F ЖО... Е ЕЕ, X %; 
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Stations of the Cross 


Lent is a time for reflection, renewal of covenant, and revival of spirit. Many Christians 
profess their faith by walking and praying the Stations of the Cross during Lent. “If anyone 
wishes to come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily апа follow me.” 
(Luke 9:23) 


From the earliest of days, followers of Jesus told the story of his passion, death, and 
resurrection. Pilgrims to Jerusalem were anxious to see the sites that were associated 
with Jesus’ journey. After many years it was no longer possible to visit the holy sites. By 
the 1500's, people all over the world started creating “replicas” of the places along the 
route in Jerusalem. Eventually, these shrines became the 14 Stations of the Cross. The 
word station comes from the Latin word that means to stand. Christians participate by 
‘walking’ from Christ's trial to His crucifixion. Along the way, they stop at certain stations 
that commemorate various events. At each cross, one stops, prays, reads the scriptures, 
prays the prayers, and contemplates the situation before moving on. For many, it is a truly 
moving experience. 


С». 
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BRUCE KEITH REPORTS 


Ina Church School class (we won't say which class or give 
any names so no one will be embarrassed), the class was 
discussing respecting other people and being concerned 


for your neighbor. The teacher was explaining this, and 
one of the students said, “You are being selfish,” because 
the teacher was smoking. He said,” know,” and he put out 
the cigarette -- and everybody clapped!” 


Chi Rho Newsletter, 1974 


During his first year in Decatur, he and three 
other college peers had finished developing a 
three-year Sunday School curriculum, a project 
they had begun their senior year of Seminary. 
St. John's Sunday School used the program and 
completed through the third year in 1975. Father 
Harmon had supplemented the teachers with 
lectures to promote the success of the program. 


Father Harmon was later named President of 
the new Mid-lllinois Chapter of the March of 
Dimes, which had merged chapters in Macon, 
DeWitt, Moultrie, and Shelby counties. It was one 
of the largest chapters in the state. He 

also was the Assistant Secretary of 
the Diocese of Springfield and 
Chairman of its Department 

of Camps and Conferences, 
directing youth conferences, 


(( 


classes and activities, т guild meetings 
and social activities, in stewardship of time, 
talent, and resources, and in its witness to the 
larger community. St. John’s continues to be 
‘deeply sensible of the truth of the Christian 
religion and earnestly desirous of promoting 
its holy influence in our own hearts and in 
those of our families and neighbors.’ 


Father Robert Harmon continued as Priest-in- 
Charge when Father Bowers left in 1974. With 
his steady course for the parish, the transition 
between rectors was positive. Not only was 
Father Harmon helpful to the parish at large, 
but he was interested in St. John’s youth, and he 
spent much time to develop suitable programs 
and activities. 


After three years at St. John’s, he accepted a 
position іп Mt. Vernon, Illinois. Іп 1974, he became 
Vicar and later Rector of Trinity Episcopal 
church. It was Trinity’s Centennial Year and the 
Bishop installed him during those services. 


Father Harmon retired from Trinity Episcopal in 
2002, andheandhiswife, Kitty, settledin Mt. 
Vernon, close to one of his daughters 
and three grandchildren. In 2020, 

he supplied to churches in the 
southern part of the diocese 

when necessary. He has been 


retreats, and activities for the “Father Robert Harmon fondly remembered at St. 
diocesan youth. Continued As Priest-In- John's throughout the years 

Charge When Father for his historical manuscript 
In May 1973, Father Robert 5 » borrowed many times over. 
Harmon, curate at St. John's, Bowers Left In 1974. 


wrote and presented а short, 

interesting parish history. The 

history was not immediately 
published but tucked away for future 
use. Many people still remember the closing 
paragraph that so caught the essence of St. 
John's contribution to the community: 


Statistics cannot tell the whole story. There 
is no way to number those whose lives 
have been nourished in the 118 years of the 
parish's life and ministry. In marriages and 
burials, in baptisms and confirmations, in 
visitations and sick communions, in seasonal 
observances and daily masses, in youth 


During his tenure, he worked 

diligently with the youth groups. 

Chi Rho served fifth through eighth 

grades and focused on opportunities for 

students to meet and have fellowship beyond 

the church. Often their outings included skating, 

wiener roasts, bowling, and lock-ins. They also 

were involved in collecting money and supplies 

for social issues. They put together a chatty 

newsletter each month. One of their articles 
above shows how things have changed. 


In May 1974, the members of Chi Rho and the 
York Club participated in a folk mass that 
was enjoyed by the parish. The students were 
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RIGHT: In 1973, a new stained glass window 
picturing the “Ascension of Jesus” was installed 
by the Shade family in memory of Lewis and 
Florence Shade. The story that the new window 
illustrated is found in the Bible in Acts 1:6-n. It 
had been almost 25 years since the last window 
was installed in St. John’s. The Nativity window 
was installed in 1949 in memory of Robert W. 
Trotter. 


Lewis Shade had been a life-long member of St. 
John's and had served his church in nearly every 
capacity from diocesan delegate to Warden and 
Vestryman of St. John’s over several decades. 
For example, in September of 1946, he had 
been the parish warden for twenty-one years 
and so was appointed rector’s warden. Mrs. 
Shade was recognized for sewing thousands of 
beads and sequins and providing the church 
with exemplary service in many capacities. Mrs. 
Florence Shade died in 1972, and Mr. Lewis 
Shade died in 1973. St. John's parish would miss 
their dedicated service. 


6 When they therefore were come together, they 
asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time 
restore again the kingdom to Israel? 


7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know 
the times or the seasons, which the Father hath 
put in his own power. 


8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and 

in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 

earth. 


9 And when he had spoken these things, while 
they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received 
him out of their sight. 


10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven 
as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in 
white apparel; 


11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand 
ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which 
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in 

like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 


Acts 1:6-n 
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nervous about presenting to the congregation, 
but the service was well received. The students 
entered the church from all entrances. Songs 
for the service were from Tell It Like it Is and 
Godspell. “They'll Know We Are Christians,” 
“Allelu,” “1 Am the Resurrection,” and a popular 
version of the Lord's Prayer were sung. 

Jeff Phillips gave a talk on Jesus as 

the cornerstone. Father Harmon 
and Mr. and Mrs. Donald Keith 
directed this group with much 
SUCCESS. 


In May 1974, St. John's Episcopal 
Churchwomen honored Mrs. 
Levenia Trotter with a silver 
tea reception for her 25 years 
of service to that group. Mrs. 
Trotter helped in many areas of 
the parish, and E.C.W. presented the 

parish with a new pulpit Bible on behalf 

of her service to the parish. She tried to instill 
discipline in all the Christian education students 
by encouraging their giving of an offering each 
week. She kept a record of each student's 
contribution to show the students that it was 
valued. Her accomplishments were many, 
varied, and appreciated. 


Rev. Darwin And Mrs. Bowers, Undated 


(( 


“Through [Father 
Bower's] Efforts, The Parish 
Had Made Many Renovations 
In The Church Campus, The 
Church Building, And 
The Sunday School 


Program.” 


Father Bowers left in May of 1974. Through his 
efforts, the parish had made many renovations 
in the church campus, the church buildings, 
and the Sunday School program. He moved 
to Rockford, Illinois, where he had a successful 
career with Knox Motors. In addition, he 
continued his calling to the priesthood in 
the Diocese of Chicago, supplying in 
various churches in the Rockford, 
Illinois area. He served the church 
for nearly 40 years until his 
death in 1984. His wife, Marjorie, 
and three daughters and their 
children survived him. 


The contributions that Father 

Bowers made to the church 

were remarkable. His last sermon 

at St. John's is reproduced on the 
next page. 


Soon after, St. John's began the search for a 
new priest. In 1974, when the Search Committee 
surveyed the parish in anticipation of a new 
priest, many topics were considered top 
priorities. The four most important were youth 
work, visiting (crisis), spiritual leadership 
through personal commitment, and counseling. 
Preaching, teaching, and worship came next. 


Church attendance, in general, was falling on an 
average Sunday while the number of members 
in good standing remained about the same as 
in previous years. Despite the efforts of Father 
Bowers, many people came less frequently for 
their own reasons, whatever they may have 
been. Even so, two key areas of strength were 
recognized. These strengths were noted as "A 
body of long time faithful communicants” and 
“A developing leadership of young people.” 


The search committee of 1974 decided 
to capitalize on St. John's strengths while 
recognizing апа hoping to correct its 
weaknesses as a church. The 1974 profile that 
was sent to all interested parties is included at 
the end of this chapter. It appears to be a very 
honest assessment of the state of St. John’s 
church in 1974. This document was sent to 
each priest who identified as a potential rector. 
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FATHER BOWERS’ LAST SERMON AT ST. JOHN’S 


AND HERE WILL 1 MAKE AN END. 

AND 1F 1 HAVE DONE WELL, 

AND AS IT FITTING THE STORY, 

IT 15 THAT WHICH 1 DESIRE: 

BUT IF SLENDERLY AND MEANLY, 

1T 1S THAT WHICH 1 COULD ATTAIN UNTO. 
AND HERE SHALL BE AN END. 


-- П Maccabees 15: 38 


There come times in the lives of all of us when we must 
say goodbye - goodbye to the past, goodbye to friends and 
associates, goodbye to patterns 5 life which have been 
consummated and ended. The first break comes when as 
children we leave home for the first time and enter upon 
our schooling. Old ties are not completely broken, ii course, 
but new influences which in all too short a time will lead us 
away from home о have already begun. Later on, 
we shall be graduated from the local school and then either 
go off to | e or off to work, - gradually but inevitably 
growing away from the past in order that we may make our 
own way in the future. In due course matrimony enters into 
the picture for most of us; and in the making of new ties 
the old ones are broken. Finally, there is that last and most 
final of breaks when the immortal spirit of each one of us 
must leave its earthly tabernacle and depart quite alone to 
its eternal abode. (Inevitable, that one). So, life is one lon 
series of beginnings and endings; one long progression E: 
leave-takings ee 


It is one of the mercies E God that the human spirit is 
capable of facing these difficult farewells with hope and 
reassurance for the future. For no matter how heavy the 
burden or how great the sorrow when these partings come, 
we must face them with courage and a smile, and no matter 
how great the sorrow or how final the farewell, still -in-all 
there should be with it a certain joy and thankfulness for the 
pleasure of the association that has been. And whether the 
poe of time be short or long, our joy and gratitude should 
e in commensurate proportion to the favor granted. 


Which brings to mind words once spoken by о; 


In his funeral oration over Caesar; Mark Antony said: 


“The evil that men do lives after them; The good is oft interred 
with their bones.” 


The invidiousness of our human prejudices makes it so easy 
to find fault and to magnify the mistakes of others and fail 
to see their virtues. It is a way of life for some of us to seize 
upon the things in others which we dislike, - to magnify 
them out of all proportion while minimizing any redeeming 
virtues the offender may possess. We focus the lens of our 
criticism to suit our own particular prejudice; and we can 
be very cruel. 


And this is true in every walk of life. We ask advice perhaps; 
yet, we do not really want it. We want sympathy and 
approval for our own point of view whether we are right or 
wrong. We seek not truth - which is the gift of God the Holy 
Spirit - but someone to stamp with the seal of their approval 
the prejudices and patterns of the life we have adopted for 


ourselves. 


Both the psychologist and the sociologist point out that this 

s early beginnings. It is caused by subjective conditionin 
in the home. A child repeats the prejudices of his home 2d 
fireside and he carries them with Es throughout his life. 
What picture of you does your youngster present to the 
community? It is a question worth asking in these days of 
juvenile delinquency and youthful rebellion, for it has been 
shown that the great majority of youngsters who become a 
social problem in our “enlightened” day are the products of 
homes where there has been either great permissiveness or 
else homes where definite 21. and prejudices 
are openly held. It is so easy to be subjective about these 
things, and conversely, so hard to be | to want to 
know the truth; and pne it, to follow it. Mark Antony 
was right. 


But this is not the example of our Blessed Lord. You ma 
remember how he was condemned for His association wit 
harlots and publicans and sinners; how He was accused 
о being a wine-bibber; how He condemned the Pharisees 
or being “whited-sepulchers;” how He forgave the woman 
taken in adultery, and after He had dispersed her accusers 
with the reprimand: “Let him who is without sin among you 
cast ШЕЛІ stone” - said to her; “neither do 1 condemn thee 
- go and sin no more.” 


The point, of course, is that it is unchristian to keep alive the 
evil and bury the good. We must keep alive the good and 
bury the evil. Furthermore, we're expected to look for the 
good in everyone. No man is perfect. There is no one who is 
not a mixture of good and evil. And it is an axiom of life that 
we are to others pretty much what they expect us to be to 
them. In other words, we live to the reputation which others 
give us or down to it, as the case may be; so that our attitude 
towards another can help to destroy his soul -- to damn it 
eternally by our words of condemnation: - or we can help to 
save it by encouraging the good that we see in him. 


The same may be said of the Church. We can help to build 
up Christ's body on earth or we can help to destroy it, 
depending on ue we are looking for and encouragin 
the good in Christ's flock, or looking for the evil to Ue 
our prejudice. 


Frequentlythe thing which gives us the strength to carry on is 
the good example Puce whom we've been given to love. 
They have increased us by the good in their lives which has 
touched us, made us happier, given us the courage and more 
worthy goals. Perhaps it is the joy and happiness that a little 
child has brought us over a few short years. Or it may be the 
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influence of a beloved friend or saintly mother over a period 
of time. But whatever the source of our encouragement, they 
have given us a practical demonstration of the virtues we 
Hees a We must magnify the good and minimize 
the evil. 


So the next time you're tempted to и someone's poor 
reputation with a bit of о think about this ... and recall 
the little verse of Edward W. Hock: 


“There is so much good in the worst of us, 
And so much bad in the best of us; 

That it hardly behooves any of us, 

To talk about the rest of us.” 


This is my “swan song,” as the saying goes; this is my last 
farewell toyou. And 1 ask in parting that if there has been апу 
good at all which 1 have done you as your priest and pastor, 
thatyou will remember me for that; and | our charity, pray 
God's forgiveness for the faults you have (A ere too. In 
those places where this announcement has meaning at all, 
the news will be greeted with varying emotions ranging from 
disbelief and sorrow, through indifference, and, perhaps, 
even joy. For myself the КЕ) is опе of sadness; and, please 
God, it is not vain of me to hope that the feeling will be 
matched by many, if not most, of the parish family. One 
cannot live in the sort of pastoral relationship that we have 
enjoyed together over the past 14 years without becoming 
anon involved. When it has been the great privilege 
of a priest to share intimately with his flock the joys and 
sorrows of their daily lives as 1 have been privileged to do 
with you for almost a quarter of a lifetime, he cannot look 
back without a considerable nostalgia. 


He remembers many things: 


1. The affection lavished upon himself and his family - the 
many gifts and kindnesses over the years. 


2. The administration, day and night, of the rights and 
sacraments of God's Holy Church in every share |, апа 
sorrow and sometimes tragedy. 


3. The trials and tribulations and disagreements as to how 


this should be accomplished and whether that should be 


done a 


4. The comfortable house in which he raised his children 
and has been “home” for almost 14 years. 


5. The joy of having helped a dedicated congregation turn 
its tired old church into one of the loveliest of churches 
anywhere. 


But there is another kind of sadness too, induced by his 
failures as a pastor and as a rector. The failure to have 
accomplished all that needed to be done is part of it, of 
course. But the real sadness stems from his inability to have 
won for Christ and to himself those who do not regret his 

oing. They are few, he hopes, but they are there. And they 
г. for him uncomfortable witness to his short-comings, 
and condemn him in his own eyes and before his Blessed 
Lord. To them he offers his apologies and for them his 

rayers - and asks them to judge every priest not by himself, 
but on his own merits; and to remember that the greatest 


gift is charity. 


This, then is my last mass with you before this altar which 1 
have come to love so much. (1 have celebrated aimost 4000 
masses here). And chief among the thoughts and memories 
it provokes is that of the affection and warm friendship you 
have given me and mine over these fourteen years. St. John's 
will d be a cherished memory for all the Bowers. And 
so, it is with considerable sadness that 1 face this moment. 
Yet, it must be done. 


15 always hard to part with friends; and particularly hard 
for a priest to leave a parish and community in which he 
has been happy over a long period of years, and made many 
friends. Yet, he must leave totally, regardless of friendships 
made. It is one of the more difficult problems a priest must 
face - and one of the most difficult to explain. But the priest 
in his office is merely God's representative, and the loyalty 
of any congregation must be to the priest’s “office” first and 
only then to him as a man. In due course, the responsibility 
of the old pastor falls upon the shoulders of the new rector; 
and the loyalty of the congregation is thereby transferred to 
the new priest. It was ever thus, and you must support your 
new priest completely, and pray for him as | trust you | 
(and will) for me. You can complement me most by your 
support of your new priest in his endeavors to carry on the 
work of the parish. 1f 1 have converted you only to myself, 1 
have failed you badly. Comparisons, too frequent contacts 
with a former rector, no matter how much you admire and 
love him, is hardly fair to the new man, and in the long run, 
to yourselves. 


Being human, all of us come to a place where we love 
individuals, and they love you back; and that love is a very 
strong thing and can tear you to pieces. But our first love is 
for Christ and His Church - not for our priest nor the priest 
for his flock except that love is centered in our Blessed Lord. 
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Altar, Circa 1970s 


The greatest compliment you can give your former rector, is 
that if he has done any good, if his teachings and influence 
has had any value, it will be used in the support of his 
successor to help his people grow toward the vision of God. 


So, as 1 say farewell to you today, | ask you to forgive the 
faults of which 1 am quite cognizant, and to think kindly 
of and practice well the things 1 have tried to teach you. | 
have sought to preach Christ Crucified, and to show you the 
Sacraments of the Church as the primary means of grace. 
There is no other way. That is the faith and practice of the 
Church in which God has privileged me to minister. It has 
its center in the altar-throne of God, It has its means of 

race in the breaking of bread together at His Holy table in 
WE fellowship of His body, the Church. Remember, it is not 
what any one of us may want, but what Christ wants of us 
and offers to us for our own redemption, "that we may dwell 
in Him and He in us." 


Beloved, you need Him! Decatur needs Him! The world 
needs Him! And you and the world will never be nearer 
to Him than you are right here before this Altar in the 
partaking of the Blessed Sacrament in the fellowship meal 
which He has instituted the redemption for all of us. This is 
what | have tried to teach - this means of grace - the Blessed 
Sacrament of His body and blood - the mass - is your special 
privilege and unique ШЕТЕН If you love me, be true to it. 


So as our ways part and we say our last goodbyes, please 
God, we may do it with a smile and with a little prayer of 
thankfulness that: 


FIRST God has allowed us these happy years together; and 


SECOND, that He has so blessed our relationship that 
each will have gained from the other a little something that 
will make us better “soldiers and servants” of Christ “until 
our lives end.” 


God bless and keep you; and when you remember, think 
good of me. 


AND IF 1 HAVE DONE WELL, 

1T 1S THAT WHICH 1 DESIRE: 

BUT IF MEANLY AND SLENDERLY, 

111$ THAT WHICH 1 COULD ATTAIN UNTO. 
AND HERE SHALL BE AN END. 


- Father Darwin Bowers 


THIS “CHOSEN TO BUILD” BROCHURE DESCRIBED THE PROPOSED BUILDING PROGRAM 
FOR ST. JOHN'S IN 1969. FATHER BOWERS AND THE VESTRY SUPPLIED THIS DOCUMENT TO 
EACH PARISH FAMILY. 


Chosen to Build 
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HISTORICAL 
PROGRESS... 


THE GOLDEN YEARS 1960 - 1974 


Dear Family: 


In my annual report to you at the beginning of 1962 I was happy 
to recount the remodeling of St. Mary’s Hall and the restoration of the 
church itself. I was also moved to remark that: “Despite the real need 
for proper office space and an adequate Curate’s apartment, the space we 
are providing in St. Mary’s for these two essential purposes has been ob- 
tained at the cost of the children of the Church School. The youngsters 
who formerly had their classes in St. Mary’s are now crammed into three 
buildings, only one of which can in any sense be termed desirable. The 
remedy for this is an addition to our present parish hall; and the key to 
building it is your continued giving . . . and the careful, strategic and 
courageous administration of the real estate and other assets already 
listed among our parochial resources." 


Now, seven years later, after months of careful study, we are ready 
to move to correct our most serious problems. I commend to your prayer- 
ful consideration the plans presented in this brochure. 


Please God, in this special appeal, every member of St. John's will 
be inspired to shoulder his full share of the parochial burden, while those 
of ability may be moved to make gifts large enough to challenge and en- 
courage us all. As we enter upon this act of faith in our common future, 
I urge upon you the Pauline admonition to continue “fervent in spirit; 
serving the Lord"—to have “boldness with fervent zeal” in the days of 
opportunity which lie immediately ahead. 


Taking the risk for Christ has ever been the hallmark of the Saint 
and Martyr, and we are admonished to “fight and not to count the cost." 


Please keep this in mind in the decision-making that lies ahead. 
God love you, 


А 


беайб 
Father Bowerst 


1855 - Articles of Organization signed, establishing St. John’s Episcopal Church 


1862 - Consecration of the first Church on Water Street 

1888 - Purchase of the present Church site to accommodate a growing parish 
1892 - Consecration of the present Church 

1955 - Construction of the present Parish Hall 

1962 - Renovation of St. Mary’s for Parish Office 

1969 - Campaign to expand the Parish Hall and renovate other facilities 
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OUR PRESSING NEEDS. 


After more than one hundred years of faithful service, with consistent ef- 
forts by concerned individuals to keep the facilities of St. John’s current with the 
demands of growth, we find ourselves faced with a real need to expand and im- 
prove our buildings. These needs are so real and pressing that it is the considered 
opinion of nearly everyone deeply interested in the Church that they must be met 
without further delay. 


Our Church School facilities are critically over-crowded. The present Par- 
ish House has long been outgrown. This means that we have been pressed into 
providing classroom space in Canterbury House and the Old Parish Hall which 
are inadequate and badly worn. Certainly neither of these buildings is fit for edu- 
cational use. 


Our main church building, so beautiful architecturally, is sorely in need of 
renovation to restore it to a condition of which we can be proud. We have had to 
apologize for cracked plaster, peeling paint, and the poor condition of the wood- 
work, inside and out, for too long. 


Many of our people feel a definite need to have the nave air-conditioned 
for year around comfort, 


To unite the buildings of our Church architecturally, and provide more 
convenient and safer access both to the nave and to the Parish Hall from the 
parking lot, we need a new entrance area. 


The City Fire Code requires that some disposition be made of the Old Par- 
ish Hall. Canterbury House has reached the point when it is necessary for it to be 
removed. 


Typical Church School class 
in Canterbury House. 


These houses are to be removed. 
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OUR PLANS.... 


The Planning and Building Committees have carefully 
considered our pressing needs and have, after many months study, 
developed a plan. These committee members believe that this 
plan will solve most of our problems and give us facilities in 
which we can teach the faith and heritage of our Church effective- 
ly and with dignity. 

We will add a two story addition to the north end of the 
Parish Hall containing six classrooms and storage space for 
church school materials. Another two story addition will be con- 
structed on the west side of the Parish Hall, for which three walls 
already exist, containing a reception-lounge room on the main 
floor and a choir room on the ground floor. 

Remodeling on the ground floor of the Parish Hall will 
provide a music library and make our classroom space there more 
functional. 


A covered cloister will be added to the north side of the 
church. This will give us more convenient and safer access to all 
areas of our church, cloak rooms near the main door of the nave, 
and will effectively tie our buildings together architecturally. 


The grey house—Canterbury House—and the sexton’s 
house will be removed to make room for an enlarged parking lot. 


A new facing on the east wall of the church will be in- 
stalled after the Old Parish Hall is removed. 


Repairs and renovations in the nave will restore it’s beauty 
and the air-conditioning will assure year around comfort for wor- 
shippers. 


The cost of this work has been estimated to be, $287,500 
including all fees. 


MEMORIAL OPPORTUNITIES.... 


A memorial bearing a name—your family name or that of 
a loved one—becomes a symbol of our values. It is an earnest for 
posterity of our faith in these values and an enduring testament 
of our affection for those we love and cherish. 


Memorials and tributes are available in the plans to ex- 
pand our Parish House and renovate the nave of our Church. 
These preliminary floor plans show what we hope to accomplish. 
Key numbers identify areas which may be memorialized in hon- 


or of loved ones. Values are based upon location rather than on 
construction costs. " 

Suggestions from members of the Parish during our recent 
information meetings and further consideration of our Building 
and Planning Committees may make minor changes from what is 
shown. Should such a change affect a memorial, arrangements 
will be made with the donor of such area for a substitution. 

Your pledge to the Building Fund, in the amount specified, 
will reserve your choice of the available areas. 


Main Floor 
Number Description 
104 Nursery 


Description Value | 


Entrance Cloister $50,000 


Lounge Meeting Room $25,000 
5 gifts of $5,000 


Entrance Foyer $10,000 
Crib Room 


Nave Renovation 


30 gifts of $500 
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Kindergarten 
10 gifts of $1,500 


Entrance Foyer 


Nave Air Conditioning 
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EXISTING FELLOWSHIP HALL 


416 THE GOLDEN YEARS 1960 - 1974 


CHOSEN TO BUILD BROCHURE, PAGE 6 


Lower Floor 


Description Value Number Description 


Choir Room $20,000 202 Class Room 
10 gifts of $2,000 
203 Class Room 


Music Library $ 5,000 5 gifts of $1,000 


Class Room $ 5,000 204 Parking Lot 
10 gifts of $500 50 gifts of $300 


vade, ade © 
3 2% Mies Qos’ i 2e children @ 200 
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CHOSEN TO BUILD.... 


“.... the Lord has chosen you to build . . Бе strong and do it.” 
Nehemiah 2:18 


Faced with needs that are unquestionable, and in possession of a plan that 
is efficient and wise, we are called upon to rise up and build. To do so will require 
providing a relatively large sum of money which will have to come from those 
most concerned. 


The estimated cost of our plan is $287,500. We have approximately $40,000 
which can be applied. This enables us to set a realistic goal for a capital funds 
campaign of $200-$250,000. Should we raise just $200,000 now, part of the pro- 
gram will have to be delayed or we will have to assume mortgage to finance the 
balance. Our ‘campaign will be a face-to-face solicitation of every family of the 
Parish for pledges to be paid over the next thirty-six months. 


To be successful with this venture will require prayerful and serious 
thought by each family. When the time comes to make the commitment, each 
family must be prepared to accept its responsibility, up to and including sacrifice, 
to assure success. We fully expect that everyone who calls St. John’s his Parish, 
who uses the church for worship, or who brings his children here to be nurtured 
will want to give as much as possible. It will take this kind of giving from us all 
to raise the sum needed. There are, after all, not very many of us. 


Stocks, bonds, and real estate are acceptable in lieu of cash payments. 
Often donors find extra tax advantages in giving such property to their Church. 
Others find that they can give substantially from capital, without giving up more 
income than they can afford to lose. 


In the past a large part of the funds necessary to provide for the capital 
needs of the parish have come from the thoughtful generosity of people of special 
means who have been able and willing to provide sizeable Trust Funds, Endow- 
ments and major gifts of stock or real estate. But a no less important share of Isn’t this dangerous? New building 
these funds has been provided by the regular giving of many of the parish fami- will give us adequate stairways. 
lies. Now, we are asked to continue this earnest demonstration of our faith and 
loyalty by pledging generously to St. John’s Building Fund. 


Our goal is high; but when we consider our objective—to give our parish 
the facilities to create informed and dedicated churchmen and church women— 
the cost does not seem excessive. 
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Saint John’s Episcopal Church 


Eldorado and Church Streets 
Decatur, Illinois 


BUILDING FUND CAMPAIGN 


The Reverend Darwin B. Bowers, Rector 
William P. Shade 


General Chairman 


Robert J. Wood Frederick Becker 
Vice-chairman Vice-chairman 


Campaign Telephone: 428-1311 
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PROFILE OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, DECATUR, ILLINOIS -- 1974 


THE COMMUNITY: 


Decatur, Illinois, is located in the midst of a fertile farming 
region; its chief industry is the processing of corn and 
soybeans, although other industries are also important. 
According to a 1972 counting, Decatur has a population of 
91,018, the 1970 census shows the population of Macon County 
as 125,010. Decatur is a city of many churches, representing 
about thirty-nine denominations. The city is proud of its 
two large hospitals, and of its park and recreational system. 
The Decatur Community College and Millikin University 
offer somewhat different opportunities in higher education. 
Decatur is a typical Midwestern small city, and it has the 
faults and the virtues of the Midwest, both in large measure. 


ST. JOHN’S STATISTICS: 


St. John’s Church was founded in 1855. It has had a respected 
position in the community, never a dominant one. St. John’s 
has 802 persons on its rolls, a much larger number, of course, 
than that of the active membership. Average attendance at 
the Sunday services in the fall of 1973, for instance, was 215. 
Attendance at the services on Easter Day will run a little more 
than 400. The Every Member Canvass reports 165 pledging 
units for 1974, down a little from 1973, but with enough 
increased pledges so that the pledge income for 1974 is 
estimated to be the same as that of 1973: $61,000. The recent 
addition to the parish hall and renovation of the church 
building are now all paid for. 


POTENTIAL FOR GROWTH: 


Statistics are easy to set down; to describe the parish is more 
difficult. St. John’s has a “high church" tradition, as does the 
diocese. The parish has had no great growth in recent years; 
changes in membership have been largely accounted for by 
people moving in and out of Decatur. Our questionnaire shows 
that a surprisingly large proportion of the active members 
were not born into the Church, but became Episcopalians 
as adults, often when they married Episcopalians. The 
discrepancy between the number on our rolls and the figures 
for average attendance and pledging units clearly shows a 
possibility for growth in active membership within the parish 
itself. St. John's is rather an ingrown church; as a church 
it has had no great impact upon the community, and has 
shown no great social concern. But many members of St. 
John’s are most active in community affairs and good works, 
and many are socially concerned. The social attitudes of the 
church as distinguished from those of individual members 
may reflect clerical attitudes of recent years as much as they 


do the habits of mind of the membership. 
STRENGTHS: 


The two great strengths of St. John’s as we see them now are 


a body of long-time faithful communicants and, perhaps 
more important for the future, a developing leadership of 
relatively young people, both in the organizations and in the 
vestry. Within the last year or so a newly established youth 
organization for the junior high group, a newly established 
group of men and women as Parish Visitors, and successful 
study groups have been most encouraging. An adoption 
club which supports five children through the Christian 
Children’s Fund may show a new social interest. 


GROUPS WITHIN THE CHURCH: 


The 1973-74 CHURCH SCHOOL has an enrollment of 
about 155 students, with nineteen teachers and eleven 
resource people. (There is also an adult class of twenty- 
five). The Church School has monthly teachers’ meetings 
conducted by the priest in charge. The staff of the school 
show an admirable dedication; the parents hardly fulfill as 
well their responsibilities in seeing to it that their children 
attend Church School. Other organizations for the youth of 
the parish are York Club (high school age), Chi Rho (junior 
high school), the Order of St. Vincent (acolytes), a basketball 
team, and an Explorer’s Post (an affiliation). In past years St. 
John’s had an active Canterbury Club for college students; it 
ought to be revived. Respondents to the questionnaire clearly 
showed a special concern that work with youth be fostered 
and extended. 


Cover Of Rector Search Documents, Circa 1970s 
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USHERS AND ACOLYTES for the Sunday services are well 
organized and efficient. 


The CHOIR, which has professional direction and an 
ambitious program, needs more members. А recent 
innovation is the addition of treble boys to the adult choir. 


THE WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS of the parish are the 
Episcopal Churchwomen and five guilds: The Altar Guild, 
St. Francis’ Guild, St. John’s Guild, St. Martha’s Guild, and 
St. Mary’s Guild. The Altar Guild has recently included a 
number of girls and young women in its membership in 
order to secure continuity. The other four guilds differ in the 
age of their members and in their particular interests. St. 
John’s and St. Martha’s have long history in the parish. The 
Episcopal Churchwomen are surmounting the difficulties, 
felt in the diocese entire, of the transition from the former 
organization, the Women’s Auxiliary. The Anglican Club is a 
social organization for men and women. 


QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS: 


Our questionnaire circulated in preparation for this profile, 
had a remarkably high rate of return and yields interesting 
information. One limitation of it, however, should be pointed 
out — although it is probably the limitation of all such 
questionnaires. Most of the respondents are regular church- 
goers; the questionnaire does not show us why so many of 
the nominal members attend church so infrequently. The 
questionnaire shows a considerable diversity of feeling 
and opinion on such matters, which we suppose natural, 
particularly since St. John’s is the one Episcopal Church 
in Decatur, and therefore has members of differing 
churchmanship. The questionnaire shows, however, a pretty 
general satisfaction with the programs and organizations of 
the parish, and the way in which its funds are spent on them. 


RECTOR PREFERENCES: 


The first question asks for an indication of the relative 


importance of sixteen activities for the clergy (it does not 
distinguish) between those that might be the rector’s and 
those that might be the curate's). The four considered most 
important, beginning with the activity most frequently 
indicated are these: 1. Youth Work, 2. Visiting (Crisis), 3. 
Spiritual Leadership through Personal Commitment, 4. 
Counseling, Preaching, Teaching, and Worship. Leadership 
comes next (in that order) with markedly fewer indications. 


Another question asked for the completion of a sentence 
beginning: "Above all else our new Rector should be __.” 
Some responses cancel others out, but three qualities desired 
do emerge. Many answers say that the Rector should be first 
of all a devoted and exemplary Christian; the expression 
“man of God” frequently recurs. Many of the answers say or 
imply that he should be active and hardworking. And many 
of the answers say that he should have a particular concern 
for youth - a large agreement on this point is clear. 


FUTURE SERVICES: 


One question had a rather striking result. For many years 
Morning Prayer has not been used at St. John's for any service. 
Now most of the respondents think that the Holy Eucharist 
should be the *norm" for Sunday services, and that the level 
of ceremony and ritual in our services is "sensible." But a 
little more than fifty-four percent of the respondents also 
think that Morning Prayer should be used at some Sunday 


services. 


RESPONSES TO OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS: 


Responses to two open-ended questions are interesting, 
although one cannot find much consensus in them. 
Comments to the effect that St. John’s is not a very friendly 
parish, that its members need to be more concerned with 
one another, do recur frequently. And, a little less frequently, 
comments recur to the effect that St. John’s needs to have 
more community and social concern. 


Note from the Authors: 


The Parish Search Committee started with twenty-five priests who indicated that they met the 


qualifications the congregation desired. 
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CONFLUENCE OF CHANGE 


1974-1979 


fter considerable work by the search 
Дт Father Charles Howard Hensel 

came to St. John’s from Gary, Indiana, 
where he had been rector at St. Barnabas 
Church for ten years. Rev. Hensel, his wife Sarah, 
and their two children made their home in the 
23 Edgewood Court rectory. He was installed as 
rector on September 29th, 1974. 


Father Hensel was a native of southern New 
Jersey. He attended St. Andrew's, an Episcopal 
Boarding High School, in Delaware. After 
graduating from Trinity College, Hartford, 
Connecticut, he received his Bachelor and 
Master of Divinity degrees in counseling and 
theology from Nashotah Seminary in Nashotah, 
Wisconsin. 


He was also a manpower planner and youth 
coordinator with the Manpower Area Planning 
Council for Gary, Indiana. 


St John's looked forward to Father Hensel 
working with the youth, expanding hospital and 
home visits, and providing spiritual leadership to 


Rev. Charles Hensel, 1975 
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the parish. His musical abilities were a decided 
bonus. 


At the January 1975 Annual Meeting, Father 
Hensel reported that he had visited 226 parish 
member homes, made hospital calls three 
days a week, held daily and Sunday masses, 
put together a complete list of shut-ins, and 
had begun the search for a curate. The first 
action he took was to initiate a new 1974 church 
directory with the parishioners’ addresses and 
pictures. His foreword was: 


A parish is supposed to be a group of people 
united together in Jesus Christ, but all too 
often, as parishes increase in size, it becomes 
impossible for us to know one another as 
closely as we might like. The enclosed book 
is a positive attempt to make it possible for 
each of us to be able to identify one and 
another, in hopes that we shall be enabled 
to grow closer to one another in Christ. 


We are all indebted to Judy Ellison and Darla 
Gordy for coordinating this Directory. To 
them and to all who have worked on it, our 
sincere thanks! 


The new business recorded in the Annual 
Meeting minutes reflected that four new albs 
had been purchased for Father Hensel by St. 
Martha’s Guild and Mrs. Valette Barnes. The 


(( 


“After Considerable Work By 
The Search Committee, Father 
Charles Hensel Came To St. 
John’s...” 


Order of St. Vincent for acolytes had increased 
in numbers, partially because girls were being 
trained as acolytes for the first time at St. John’s. 
Father Hensel had also instituted a Children’s 


PASTOR, DULCIMER-MAKER TO GIVE CONCERT APRIL 15 


A program [at Millikin] of classical ballads and folk songs will be 
sung and played by Rev. Charles Hensel... 


Father Hensel, who has been rector of St. John’s Episcopal Church 
since September, will play the dulcimer during the program. 


The dulcimer is native to the Southern Highlands in the United 
States, but is derived from half-a-dozen Northern European 
instruments of which only the Norwegian version survives. 


Father Hensel has had an interest in folklore since a child. His 
father was a reciter of balladry. 


He has made about 65 dulcimers but the only one he has now is the 
one he will play at the benefit concert. 


He has a workshop but has not set it up since being in Decatur. 


Father Hensel said he got started making the dulcimer because he 
couldnt afford to buy one. 


One of those he has made is in a Roman Catholic convent in 


The Decatur Daily Review. April 7, 1975. 


Sermon at one of the services on Sundays. 


Soon after arriving, Father Hensel found a 
suitable assistant. Locating a curate was 
difficult because the curate’s apartment in St. 
Mary's Hall was very small, which prevented 
some candidates with families from being 
considered. 


Rev. George Porter was appointed as curate for 
St. John's. He was a native of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and had graduated from Hofstra University, 
Long Island, New York, in 1968 with a Bachelor's 
Degree in Fine Arts. He had worked as a graphic 
arts manager for several years in New York. 


A 1975 graduate of Nashotah House, Nashotah, 
Wisconsin, Father Porter had been ordained a 
deacon on June 7th, 1975, in Garden City, New 
York. Rev. Porter was ordained to the priesthood 
at St. John's on December 27, 1975, on the Feast 
of St. John the Evangelist, St. John's parish's 
patron saint. 


The two clergymen divided the church 
responsibilities, sharing the pastoral matters, 
the daily hospital calls, the sick communions, 
and the chaplaincy of the guilds, youth groups, 
and other organizations. Father Porter lent his 
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England. Another is in Norway as part of an exchange with a 
craftsman there. 


The dulcimer is made of wood, with some woods preferable, such as 
rosewood, walnut, spruce, and mahogany. 


The sides have to be bent and carving is done. After the instrument 
is assembled, it must be carefully tuned. Banjo strings are used by 
Father Hensel. 


The dulcimers he makes have a 2 1/2-octave range. 


Father Hensel has sung in many concerts, festivals and on radio and 
television. He also sang before the Christmas service at St. John's. 


A ballad is a reporting of events and different versions may be 


found invarious locations, according to Father Hensel. 


A lot of English folk culture died because it was forbidden in the 
time of Cromwell. However, it did survive thanks to the colonists 
who came to this country... 


considerable skills and experience to the altar 
servers and assisted the rector in the training of 
lay readers. He also worked with the York Club 
and tried to increase attendance with retreats 
and exciting activities. Together, the clergy 
worked as a team to the best of their abilities. 


They also gave their services to civic activities. 


Rev. George E Porter Ill, 1975 
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Father Porter volunteered counseling in a low- 
income area and served on the DOVE Board, 
a local social services agency. Father Hensel 
served on the board of Planned Parenthood 
of Decatur. Both clergy participated in 

the Downtown Clergy Association. 


Father Hensel was 
Clergy Personnel 
the Diocese of 
He also was elected 
Dean of the Northwest 
Deanery, which gave him 
supervisory responsibilities 
over eight churches and 
other duties. 


appointed 
director for 
Springfield. 


Even with his new responsibilities, 

Father Hensel was involved with the 
community. He was often requested to 

sing and play the dulcimer for various groups 
such as the World Community Day Service, 
the Senior Citizens Group of Westminster 
Church, the Business and Professional Women's 
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“[Father Hensel] Had Been 
Handed The Monumental And 
Difficult Tasks of Filling The 
Shoes Of Father Bowers...” 


Organization, the Macon County Historical 
Society, schools, and others. 


He had been handed the monumental and 
difficult tasks of filling the shoes of Father 
Bowers who left after fourteen years 
and incorporating revisions to the 
1928 Prayer Book. Neither task 

would prove easy or popular. 


A scheduled revision of the 
National Episcopal Prayer 
Book for 1975 was planned 
with reviews of the services 
scheduled in 1976 and 1979. If 
the revisions were adopted, the 
new services would become the 
official Book of Common Prayer. 

The Prayer Book revision for St. John's 

began at the 1975 Annual Meeting when it 
was reported that the congregation would start 
the new Authorized Services as soon as the 
books arrived. Father Harmon, former priest- 


in-charge, who led the January 1975 Annual 
Meeting, pointed out important changes in the 
baptismal and confirmation rites. 


Each Episcopal parish was to implement and 
complete the National Episcopal Church liturgy 
change in approximately five years through 
study and various preparatory services. 
Several pamphlets had been prepared 

to explain the restructured liturgy 
and ease congregations into the 
new Prayer Book. However, it 
was still challenging for many 
parishioners to accept these 
profound changes. Many 
concerns and questions arose 
over the revised Prayer Book. 


Throughout the trial period, 

Father Hensel followed the Bishop's 
instructions, who directed parishes 

to use the revised book for three years. 
After the trial, it would either be accepted or 
rejected. To some parishioners, it seemed that 
everything was changing. The arrival of the 
soft-sided modern Good News Bibles added to 
the confusion some parishioners had. 


Even though he had only been there for 


“Each Episcopal Parish Was 
To Imp lement And Comp lete 
The [Prayer Book] Change 
In Approximately Five 
Years...” 


four months, Father Hensel also announced 
his parish goals at the Annual Meeting. He 
wanted the congregation to begin goal- 
oriented planning. This type of planning would 
require compiling an up-to-date list of current 
parishioners; completing minor repairs and 
security measures; deciding what appropriate 
ministries could be for the lapsed 
members, the university students, 
the shut-ins, the poor and the sick; 
and reflecting on the missionary 

stance of the church. 


One year later, some of his 

goals had been met with the 

installation of new safety lights, 

the replacement of vestments, 

a new microphone system, the 

closing of an alley, the addition 

of bulletin boards, the painting of 

the offices, the refurbishing of the 

curate’s apartment, the installation of 

permanent lighting for the Nativity window, and 

the purchases of furniture for the church school 
and nursery. 


His goals for 1976 included developing a clear- 
cut statement of St. John’s purpose with plans 
for the future, fixing the air conditioning system, 
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discussing the possibility of a daily service 
chapel, determining the actual number of 
church members, and updating the Eldorado 
entrance doors. Father Hensel came to St. John’s 
under the impression that there were 
around 800 communicants, and that 
number was never realized during 

his attempts to create updated 
directories or lists. 


Based on what he thought 
the parishioners desired when 

he was hired, Father Hensel 
refined his own goals and 
recommendations through 
the years. He often reported on 
his objectives and how well he 
was meeting them. For instance, he 

reported in 1976 that nearly 30 persons 

who had lapsed in their attendance were 
returning to services and that six community 
groups were currently using the church for 
meetings. 


с 


“Father Hensel Came То St. 
John’s Under The Impression 
That There Were Around 
800 Communicants...” 


Sunday school activities continued as they had 
for many years. As part of the observance of All 
Saints Feast Day, banners were made by the 
Sunday school classes and used in the Sunday 
processions. On Pentecost, the St. John’s 
children brought flowers to the family 

mass to decorate the “flower 

cross,” as had been the tradition. 


Two noticeable differences with 
the Sunday school youth were 
the addition of a children's 
sermon given by Father Hensel 
at the 9:30 A.M. Service and a 
youth choir for students in third 
to eighth grades directed by Mr. 
Bob Causey. A “Youth Recognition 
Sunday” was held to honor the youth 
and adults who had been active in 
Christian Education. 


At the time, the youth groups were Chi Rho for 
the junior high students and York Club for the 
high schoolers. Both The groups were very active 


o «ES За маз 
Good News Bible, 1970s 
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St. John's Episcopal Church 


August, 197% 


Decatur, Illinois 


ICE CREAM SOCIAL 


Have you heard the news? Chi Rho is hav- 
ing an ice cream social, August 6, 7:00 p.m 
at the parish parking lot. If you helped last 
year, you know we need lots of strong arms to 
crank the freezers. Please come to the church 
about 1:30 that afternoon. Also pies and 
cakes are needed, as well as workers to serve 
that evening. We need everyone plus it's 

fun! 


Ыт patting мен etl лу (tr about 
separated fror 
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CHURCH CAMP 
by Laura Shade 
CHRISTIAN ADVENTURE DAYS 
During the week of July 14th through the 
20th, five St. John's representatives went 
to East Bay Camp. 


For those of you in Chi Rho who have fin- 
ished 7th, 8th, or 9th grade, remember Christ- 
тап Авуепеиге Days, August 13, 14, and 15. 

One week before a group of younger kids, 
plus Mr. and Mrs. Keith, Mrs, Davis, and 
Father Harmon attended. Activities were 
enjoyed by all but when it came to meal 
time, everybody lost their appetites. 


Each day will cover situations that are im- 
portant to you. Parents and Youth Relations, 
Death and Dying, and School-Teacher-Student 
Relations. Bring a sack lunch and come to 
Grace United Methodist Church, 910 N. Main 
St. from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on those days. One full day's schedule included; group 
- meetings in which problems were discussed. 
The 2nd service of Holy Eucharist. A wide 
range of crafts and activities. Swimming 
for 2 hours, dinner, evening camp fire and 
compline (evening prayer) and organized 
games. Suggested time for lights out was 


Chi ho Newsletter, 1974 


and involved in both church and community 
issues. Engaging newsletters were produced that 
reflected their activities. 


The youth attended church camps at 
East Bay in Bloomington, Illinois, and 
participated in diocesan youth 
events and lock-ins for national 
concerns, such as hunger 
awareness. Other activities 
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"Unfortunately, In 1975, St. 
John’s Lost One Of The Only 


himself. He also was extremely well-known and 

respected in the community for his service to 

Decatur in many community organizations and 

groups. His monumental efforts to improve 

the community were recognized in 

1987 when he was selected to be 

in the Decatur Hall of Fame, and 

a bronze plaque was put in the 
Decatur Civic Center. 


c кш True Historians That The Parish fee N ee ee St. 
alloween parties, irs ohn's to Decatur's attention 
Communion receptions, Has Ever Been Lucky Enough To as he had spoken about 
Christmas caroling, Have. Mr. Robert Shade Suddenly it оп many occasions to a 
Christmas parties, and trips Passed Away From A Massive wide variety of people. His 
out of town to hear speakers Heart Attack.” wit and knowledge provided 


or other special programs. St. 

John's also sponsored the Scout 

Explorer Post 7 for high schoolers with 

Dennis School. As a result of the church's 
increased youth activities, a ping-pong table 
and bumper pool table were purchased for 
their use. Rooms were decorated and set aside 
for their classes. 


The students' interest in church and global 
events culminated in their wish to participate 
in the Sunday services. In 1975, the York Club 
presented a folk mass for the congregation. 
Church bulletins reported that the folk mass was 
"d great success" and that some parishioners 
"really liked it and suggested it should be held 
at least monthly." As the youth were presenting 
these types of services and the new priests 
supported more informal services, several 
parishioners began to contemplate these types 
of services on regular basis. 


College students at Millikin were likewise involved, 
as about thirty-five students participated in 
church-sponsored events. Beyond regular 
services, get-togethers were arranged for 
discussion and fellowship in the Canterbury Club. 


Unfortunately, in 1975, St. John’s lost one of the 
only true historians that the parish has ever 
been lucky enough to have. Mr. Robert Shade 
suddenly passed away from a massive heart 
attack. He was only fifty-one years old. Not only 
was he a member of the long-time Lewis Shade 
family, but he was very active at St. John's 
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listeners with a good feel of St. 

John's mission and "old" Decatur. 

With the passing of Robert Shade, 

the historical research he had begun was 
abruptly ended. 


The Altar Guild, St. Francis Guild, St. Martha's 
Guild, St. John's Guild, and St. Mary's Guild 


Robert Shade Plaque At Civic Center, 2020 
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BOB SHADE [EDITORIAL] 


Bob Shade was a man who was available to 
his community, to his business associates, 
his church and to his friends, who answered 
their call many times and in many ways in 
a too-brief lifetime of leadership and service. 


And so, it was with disbelief that the word 
spread around Thursday afternoon that 
he was dead at 50, collapsing at the YMCA 
where he had devoted so much of his time 
and energies. 


A mere summary of his activities shows how 
broad were his interests and his response 
to requests in his own insurance field and 
other business enterprises, including a term 
as president of the then - Association of 
Commerce. 


He was active in charitable groups and a 
service club and even had a fling at television 
newscasting as an avocation. 


The two most significant contributions 
to the community perhaps came in his 
YMCA efforts and his Chairmanship of the 


Community Commission on Integration. 
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The commission in 1967 took on the difficult 
task of devising a plan for socio - economic 
integration of Decatur's public school system. 
Under Mr. Shade's leadership it worked 
long and hard and frequently under bitter 
harassment of opponents until a program 
was achieved and adopted. 


Shortly thereafter Mr. Shade received 
the human relations award of Frontiers 
International. 


The formal program was dismantled shortly 
thereafter but its influence continues 
in the organization and attitudes of the 
school system long after the dissension has 


subsided. 
Mr. Shade had been a director of the YMCA 


since 1957 and president two years, and he 
was close to its activities. He was one of the 
city’s better handball players and a regular 
participant in fitness programs, and he 
enjoyed the outdoors. 


Ми Shade worked long and hard at whatever 
he undertook perhaps too long and too hard. 


Sample Vestry Minutes From 1884, 2020 


And so there is a void in the community 
which will be hard to fill, a loss which we all 


share with his family and close associates. 


In such times we can only be grateful for all 


the things he did so unselfishly for so many. 


Robert [Bob] Shade, 1975 


BON-BON CREAM (FONDANT) Mrs. Ethel Pease 
This is the basis of many candies. It can be made in 
large quantities and kept for a long while. Таке 2 

or 3 155 of sugar and about a pint of water and cook 
on a hot fire to soft ball, being sure to wash or 
steam the inside of kettle well when it commences to 
boil. Take the largest platter you have, moisten it 
slightly with cold water, have it setting level in 
some cool place, then when the batch is done, pout out 
quickly onto the platter, but never scrape the kettle 
out as this will cause it to grain. Sprinkle lightly 
with cold water. Let it stand until pratically cold. 
Take a large spoon and cream the batch thoroughly all 
over, As soon as it looks creamy quickly get it up 
into a mass in the center of the platter. Cover with 
a damp cloth and let stand for several hours. After 
it has mellowed, put away in a stone crock, cover with 
a damp cloth and let stand in a cool place in summer 
and a warm place in winter. Occasionally dampen cloth 
to prevent its drying out. To make bon-bons take a 
small amount of fondant, and vith your hands work into 
it scme finely chopped nuts, figs, dates, or raisins. 
Roll into small balls about the size of marbles. Now 
take out 3 times as much fondant as you used for the 
center, put it in a small double boiler, let the water 
boil until this bon-bon cream is melted to about the 
consistency of thick cream. Stir it occasionally. If 
dry add a few drops of cold water. Don't allow it to 
get too hot. Remove from fire but not from hot water, 
With fork break crust which forms very quickly on 
melted fondant. Throw in a center, push it under 
with fork, lift out, scrape lightly on edge of pot, 
then with a quick motion of your hand turn the work 
over and drop the bon-bon on waxed paper and as you 
lift the fork vp from it, make a deaign with the fon- 
dant that strings from it. Flavor and color this 
dipping cream any way you wish. 


continued to help with projects for St. John's 
entire parish. St. Martha's Guild donated new 
vestments for lay readers and tunics for the 
assistant clergy. St. Mary's put together 

d new book to welcome guests 

and collated a second Little 
Brown Book of Recipes, which 
contained over а hundred 
recipes of family favorites and 
party treats. 


The ladies of St Francis 
Guild made stuffed animals, 
cleaned areas of the church, 
and refurbished the  rector's 
office with a new lamp and plans 
to cover two French Provincial walnut 

chairs. This Guild also bought flameproof 
Christmas decorations, including an artificial 
tree and greenery. In addition, citing the high 
cost of cut flowers, St. Francis purchased silk 
flower arrangements because many times, no 


"St. Mary's Put Together A 
New Book To Welcome Guests 
And Collated A Second Little 

Brown Book of Recipes." 


flowers were on the altar. Although their chosen 
projects were successful, the guilds suffered 
from dwindling attendance. One answer 
appeared to be a daytime guild, which 

was studied. 


As an immediate remedy, the 
guilds began working together 
to complete projects. In 1976, 
St. Mary's and St. Francis Guild 
purchased a large supply of 
altar linens and gave a new 
fair linen cloth, the white 'table 
cloth' that lies on the altar. St. 

John's and St. Martha's Guilds 

offered to pay for copies of the 

proposed new prayer book. On March 

13th, 1977, the Episcopal Church Women, 

decided to discontinue annual card parties 

and bazaars and to instead rely on rummage 
sales to raise money. 
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SUMMARY OF JUNE VESTRY MEETING 


The Vestry agreed to renew the $2,000 note 
at the bank for operating expenses. 

Jack Gordy reported on the cleaning of the 
storage area of the church in order to meet 
fire inspection. The gasoline powered equip- 
ment; snow-blower and lawn mower have been re- 
moved. He reported that the new janitorial 
service was doing an excellent job. The rose 
bushes along the walks and the ugly name sign 
have been taken away. 

The Vestry expressed their appreciation for 
the 12 new tables for the parish hall purchas- 
ed by the women of the church and there is the 
probability of six more to come. The purchase 
of 50 more metal chairs was approved. 

The Véstry heard a report from the Search 
Committee which will be included elsewhere in 
this newsletter. 

Recruitment and training of teachers for 


The Vestry agreed to the continuing service 
of evaluating the real property value of the 
church. 

Additional volunteers to the Liturgical 
Study Committee are encouraged. 

Election of delegates to the Annual Synod 
Meeting will be completed at the July Vestry 
meeting. Anyone interested should contact the 
clerk of the Vestry, Walt Wheeler. 

A very special resolution was passed by the 
Vestry for the purpose of thanking Father Rob- 


the fall church school program will begin soon. 


DELEGATES TO DIOCESAN SYNOD 


The election of delegates and alternates 
to the Annual Diocesan Synod will take place 
at the July Vestry meeting. St. John's cen 
send 5 delegates and 5 alternates to the meet- 
ings on October 4th and 5th in Mt. Vernon. 
These meetings are important for the struc- 
ture and administration of the Diocese. 

Anyone who has attended will tell you that 
it is a very worth while experience. Any com- 
municant, man or woman, is eligible. 

Submit your name (s) if you are interested 
to Walt Wheeler, Clerk of the Vestry, 422-8190. 


PARISH PROFILES 
REMINDER: THE PARISH PROFILES THAT YOU WERE 
HANDED WHEN YOUR PORTRAITS WERE TAKEN FOR 
THE DIRECTORY, ARE VITAL INFORMATION FOR 
YOUR PARISH OFFICE. PLEASE FILL THEM OUT 
AND RETURN TO THE OFFICE! 


EPISCOPAL CHURCHWOMEN NEWS — " 

New officers were installed at the Ascension 
Day Breakfast and for the first time co-chair- 
man were installed. 
Diane Bosch & Betty Bushey - Co-Presidents 
Mary Davis - Vice-President 
Hodi Bangert - Secretary 
Levenia Trotter - Treasurer 

The group voted to buy new tables for the 
Parish Hall, and all 12 have been bought de- 


Susan Kramer, Circa 1970s 


The decline of the guilds did not affect 
traditional activities at St. John's. The Shrove 
Tuesday pancake suppers and the annual 
progressive dinners were held. All Saints Day 
was celebrated, as were other special days. Still, 
for some parishioners, St. John's was beginning 
to feel very different, with many changes 
coming to the church and the local 
community. For instance, in 1975, 
Mrs. Susan Kramer was the first 
woman to be elected to the 
vestry. 


In addition to the unpopular 
tasks that Father Hensel was 
attempting to complete, he 
had diverse ideas on the parish 

and rector relationship. For 
instance, to cut back expenses, 
he posted the church's financial 
statement on the Parish Hall bulletin 

board soall could see how their activities related 
to the church budget. He began putting weekly 
parish helpers in the bulletin to acknowledge 
their contributions. 


He fostered close relationships with some 
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“и Addition То The 
Unpopular Tasks That Father 
Hensel Was Attempting To 
Comp lete, He Had Diverse 
Ideas On The Parish And 
Rector Relationship.” 


livered and used. It was also voted to sup- 
port the York Club with a gift of $75 toward 
furnishing their room. And last but not least 
it was voted to to came ceholarships. 


ert Harmon for his three years of faithful ser- 
vice to the parish of St. John's. 
a Malt Wheeler, Clerk 


LOOK FOR ҒОКТНЕК NU. INUAY BULLETINS! 
А WORK PARTY IS BEING ORGANIZED FOR THE MID- 


AN EXCITING, CHALLENGING EXPERIENCE!!!: DLE OF JULY TO CLEAN THE LOUNGE AND NURSERY. 


Episcopeople Newsletter, 1974 


parishioners who favored a more modern 
approach to the current church while distancing 
others by his lack of traditional form. Two of his 
innovations were informal Eucharists held at 
parishioners’ homes and entertaining audiences 
by playing his Appalachian dulcimer. 


Father Hensel maintained an active 
schedule throughout the diocese 

and community. His Northwest 
Deanery position took some of 
his time as his duties included 
visiting each parish in the 
Deanery bi-annually, which 
added more conflicts to his 
already hectic calendar. 


He performed for organizations 
such as the Macon County 
Conservation District, an Equal 
Rights Amendment Rally, (пе 
Symphony Orchestra Guild, the Noon Lenten 
Recital Series, and the YMCA group-Women 
Alone by Choice or by Chance. Father Hensel 
enjoyed public speaking and spoke on TV and 
radio shows on several occasions. 


He made close associations with several 


SPECTRUM RADIO EDITORIAL, WSOY - 19705 


This is Father Chuck Hensel from St. John’s Episcopal Church and 
the subject is some remarks from one of our police officers. Recently 
Thad occasion to give a ride to one of our officers. It was the end of a 
long day for both of us and as we drove down the ice packed streets, 
the driver in front of us made three errors in a row: he was going 


much too fast for conditions, he ran a stop sign, and then turned 


left without making a signal of any kind. 1 asked my companion if 
he wanted to end the day with a bang by arresting that menace and 
laying a stiff fine on him in traffic court. My companion declined, 
and then said, “You know, every night after work 1 have to drive 
home wearing blinders.” “Is it that bad?” 1 asked. Said he, “It’s 
unbelievable. 1 could give 12 or 15 tickets every rush hour for running 


red lights alone. But if'l did, my family would never see me.” Well, we 
all know what will happen. Someday soon one of these lawbreakers 
will pile his car into yours or mine and we will wonder why he wasn't 
arrested long ago. 


This is the season of peace on earth, goodwill toward men, a noble 
sentiment rarely brought into practice. A good place to begin might 
be in the car, sharing peace and goodwill with our fellow drivers. 


"Religion" you know, comes from a Latin word meaning “to bind 
together”, and you can practice your religion anywhere. One place 
to bind together is behind the wheel. Come to think of it, that would 
make a resolution for the new year, and 1 am Father Chuck Hensel. 


Millikin professors, who then became very 
interested in St. John’s. They gave talks, held 
recitals, and worked closely with the rector on 
several projects. 


Using written items to communicate with the 
congregation, Father Hensel’s church bulletins 
and newsletters often had quizzes on the Prayer 
Book, church history, or the Bible. He spent time 
preparing these communications and usually 
printed on the document, “Take this home.” 


He also attempted to gather support for the 
new prayer book and repeated the Bishop's 
directive that he “expected it to be used in 
every parish and mission in the Diocese. ...” For 
parishioners who appreciated the wide variety 
of information Father Hensel was supplying, 
they had the opportunity to learn a great deal. 


In the late 1970s, the parish participated in Mr. 
James Lea's mission to become a priest. He 
studied through the Theological Education by 
Extension Program, which was sponsored by 
the Northwest Deanery and operated under 
the auspices of the University of the South, an 
Episcopal school in Sewanee, Tennessee. Mr. 
Lea preached for several months at Saturday 
Morning Eucharists. Later, he preached sermons 
to the congregations on Sundays and at St. 
Joseph's Church in Clinton, Illinois. He worked 
steadily and soon applied for candidacy. 


The Leas had supported St. John's for many 
years. Mrs. Gladys Lea had been the long-time 
superintendent of the Sunday School, and the 
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parish was happy to help support Mr. Leo's efforts. 


An unusual ordination was held in August of 1977 
for Deacon Wayne Van Deusen. He reflected in 
2020 that, "It was an act of charitable kindness 
by the Bishop of Springfield so | could accept 
d position in the Diocese of Chicago. | had 
completed Cursillo in Peoria prior to being 
ordained and the Cursilo community was 
very supportive and it became a possibility 
to celebrate the ordination there." This event 
shows the importance of small groups in the 
church and their ability to create long lasting 
relationships. 


Your pragers and presence are requested when 


Bv THE GRACE oF Gop 
THE Rr. Rev., THE ВІ5НОР oF SPRINGFIELD 
ALBERT W. HILLESTAD 
ACTING FOR 
THe Rr. Rev., THE В15НОР oF SourH DAKOTA 
WALTER Н. JONES 
WILL ORDAIN 
R. WAYNE VAN DEUSEN 
TO THE SACRED ORDER ОҒ DEACONS 
ON FRIDAY, Aucusr 5, 1977, BEING 
THE FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 
AT 
SAINT JouN's EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
130 West ELDORADO STREET 
Decatur, ILLINOIS 
AT 8:00 IN THE EVENING 


Reception to follow Clergy: White stoles 


R. Wayne Van Deusen Ordination, 1977 
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Restored Ethel Quinlan Chandelier, 2020 


In 1976, several parishioners established a new 
type of service. Ten families began having “at 
home communions,” in which they participated 
in prayer, lively discussions, and good fellowship. 
Although there were services held each 
Saturday evening, Sunday at 7:30 АМ. (said), 
9:30 A.M. (sung), and 11:30 A.M. (guitars), these 
parishioners felt the need for fellowship beyond 
the church building. 


Representative of the mixed emotions 
at St. John’s during this time, a new 
evangelical “Faith Alive" weekend 
activity was planned for St. 
John's. Unfortunately, after 
the materials were bought, 
the coordinator left, and the 
weekend never occurred. 

In order to provide suitable 
services for everyone, the 
parish began brainstorming 
about ways to use a chapel for 
daily services. Times of services 

were studied. Eventually, the Saturday 
evening service was moved to 11:30 A.M. and 
finally dropped altogether. 


Many times, ideas in a church can take several 
years or even decades to implement. On May 
3rd, 1976, a group met to discuss the “State of St. 
John’s Church.” Four vestry members and the 
Rector met to begin preliminary planning for 
to begin preliminary planning for the Diocesan 
Renewal activities proposed for the next year. 
The committee consisted of the Chairman 
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"In 1976, A Group Met To 
Discuss The ‘State Of St. John's 
Church.’ “ 


of the Finance Committee, the Chairman of 
Education, the Chairman of Planning, and the 
Chairman of Liturgy and Parish Life, namely, 
Messrs Keith, Wheeler, Ahlenius, and Dvorak. 
Their major concerns included lapsed families 
and how to get interest renewed. Answers to 
questions about how to increase attendance 
ranged from, “We need ‘a more aggressive 
greeting policy’ to ‘we need more informal, folk- 
type Eucharists for the benefit of those who feel 
more at ease with a less structured worship 
setting.” One suggestion was that women 
ushers might help make people feel more at 
home and encourage return visits. 


Even with the concerns of falling attendance, 
the physical plant of the church continued 
to be discussed. Plans for a new chapel were 
presented, and one of the stained glass windows 
had to be repaired as bullets had damaged it. 
During routine maintenance, the pews were 
found to need repairs where tacks and wood 
had come apart. Father Porter upgraded the 
public address system at the church for the 
benefit of all. 


Interestingly, a restored antique was 
returned to its rightful place in the 
church during the Easter week 
1977. For unknown reasons, the 
bronze antique chandelier in 
the baptistery had been taken 
down in 1937. A restored and 
refurbished chandelier was 
put back in its rightful place 
in memory of the late Bernice 
Gahwiler. It was rededicated 
Easter Day, 97 years after Quinlan 
infant's death, in whose memory it 
was originally given. 


Most importantly the state of the organ 
continued to be a topic for debate. Father Hensel 
reported that he “[had] a communication from 
the organist at our Cathedral which speaks to 
а concern that had long been discussed in the 
parish, namely bringing the organ to a loft to 
be constructed in the rear, therefore freeing 
the sanctuary space, increasing access to the 
altar, and also making more possible the much 
discussed chapel for daily services.” While that 


CHANGES WITHIN THE COMMUNITY - DECATUR HIGH SCHOOL 


BELOW: Decatur High School once stood where the 2020 Decatur Civic Center stands at the corner of Franklin and Eldorado Streets. The 
building was erected in 1912 at a total cost of $288,000. The High School stood several blocks away from St. John’s. However, the fate of St. 
John's has always been directly tied to Decatur Public Schools through education and professional jobs. Young families who wanted to be 
involved with St. John’s also had students in Decatur Public Schools. These students grew up and earned jobs in the Decatur community. 
This downtown “Flagship” school would last well in to the 1970s when additional space was needed and students transferred to four other 
high school buildings. 
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Decatur High Sm m Snow, 1940 
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CHANGES WITHIN THE COMMUNITY - DECATUR HIGH SCHOOL, PAGE 2 


BELOW: Once new high schools were built, the large school that was a full city block in size was no longer needed, and eventually sold and 
razed to make room for the Decatur Civic Center. No doubt the construction noise could be heard at St. John’s during this time. For many 
in Decatur, it would never be the same once this towering building was demolished. For St. John's and Rev. Charles Hensel, it was another 

set of changes that would require support. 
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plan never came to fruition, the committee did 
continue to look at repairing or buying a new 
organ. After two years of research, an organ 
committee was finally assembled. 


The vestry continued to struggle with 
financial problems, which have 
nearly always been a concern 
at St. John's. A letter was sent 

to parishioners asking for their 
assistance in alleviating a 
deficit of $15,000. Due to an 
international oil crisis, natural 

gas and its escalating price 
became a prime concern, so 
Father Hensel held services in 
the Parish Hall to save fuel. 


In July of 1978, Father Porter left the 

parish for medical reasons. Father Hensel 
was left with the help of a retired priest, Father 
George L. Evans. 


Rev. Evans was born in Decatur, son of well- 


Rev. George Loring Evans, Circa 1970s 
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“Father Hensel Was Left With 
The Help Of A Retired Priest, 
Father George L. Evans.” 


known Decatur attorney, John W. Evans, апа 
Lucile L. Loring Evans. He had graduated 
from | Kemper Military School, Boonville, 
Missouri, and the State University of lowa. 
He later joined the Kemper Military 
School faculty. He then served as 
commandant of cadets at St. 

John's Military School in Salina, 


Kansas. 
Graduating from | Nashotah 
House Seminary, Nashotah, 


Wisconsin, with a Master of 
Divinity Degree, George І. Evans 
was ordained as а deacon 
and later a priest in Kansas City, 
Missouri. The services were held in 
Grace and Holy Episcopal Cathedral. п 
1942, he held the wedding rites for his sister 
in Excelsior Springs, Missouri, which was the first 
wedding he performed. He had been ordained as 
a vicar of St. Luke’s Episcopal church less than a 
week before. 


Rev. Evans Visting Condemned Man, 1953 
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KIDNAP-SLAYERS OF GREENLEASE BOY DIE TONIGHT 


Jefferson City, MO. (AP) 


Carl Austin Hall and Bonnie Brown Heady will have their last day 
of life Thursday, just 81 days after they kidnapped and killed 6-year- 
old Bobby Greenlease. 


The couple, still apparently impassive, will be executed side by side 
in the gas chamber of the Missouri State Prison a few minutes 
after midnight Thursday. They have neither seen nor talked to one 
another since they were brought here from Kansas City Nov. 20. 


But they will have a few brief moments together before they die. 
That will be when they are taken into a small cell in the gas chamber 
for their short walk into the lethal gas tank. But they will not be 
alone. Acting U.S. Marshall William В. Tatman of Kansas City, his 
wife and two ministers will be with them. 


If they say anything then about the missing half of the record 
$600,000 ransom they collected from Robert C. Greenlease, 
multi-millionaire father of little Bobby, it will be overheard. The 


missing money is the subject of a federal grand jury investigation 
in Kansas City now. 


The Decatur Herald. December 17, 1953. 


He then became the assistant to Dean Claude 
W. Sprouse of the Grace and Holy Trinity 
Cathedral. However, he was soon called to the 
Navy during World War Il. 


He left to attend chaplain school at Norfolk, 
Virginia. He was a lieutenant junior grade. 

He was assigned to active duty 

after graduating and served one 

year on submarines at Coco 
Solo, Canal Zone, and two 
years as task force chaplain 
aboard the heavy cruiser, USS 
Chester, a task force flagship. 
Upon leaving the Navy as a 
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"Rev. George Evans Was 
Asked To Conduct The Funeral 
Services For Condemned 


Mrs. Tatman will be the only woman to witness the double 
execution, marking the first time a member of her sex has died in 
the gas chamber since it was installed in 1938. Mrs. Heady is the first 
woman to be executed in Missouri since 1834. 


Hall, 34-year-old wastrel heir of a Kansas country lawyer, has asked 
the Rev. George L. Evans, Episcopalian minister at Kansas City, 
Kansas, to be with him “until the very end.” 


The Rev. Robert H. Bull П, the curate in Evans’ parish, will be with 
Mrs. Heady, the 41-year-old divorcee who took up with Hall shortly 
after his release on parole last April from the Missouri prison where 
he served part of a five-year term for robbery. 


As last minute plans were worked out for their execution neither 
Hall nor Mrs. Heady reportedly showed concern over their fate. 


They sat in their cells today, Hall reading Wild West stories and Mrs. 
Heady working crossword puzzles. They could get only a glimpse of 
the outside world from death row. A double row of bars limits their 
view to а leafless sycamore tree. 


Church, Speedway, Indiana. 


One of the more solemn events іп his life 
happened in 1953. Rev. George Evans was asked 
to conduct the funeral services for condemned 
kidnapper-slayer Carl Austin Hall. At the time, 
Father Evans was rector of St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Kansas City. 


The prisoner, Carl Hall, made 
the request when Father Evans 
visited him in death row of the 
Missouri State Penitentiary, 
Jefferson City, Missouri. The 
doomed slayer of the victim, 


. . Bobby Greenlease, was a 

2. . ДЫ Kidnapper-Slayer Carl ane Military Academy 

ad receive ive campaign 2 » . ) 

ribbons and eight battle stars Austin Hall. student in the early ‘30s when 

while in the service. Father Evans was assistant 
commandant. 


Returning to parish work, he was called 

to be the canon in residence at Grace and 
Holy Cathedral in Kansas City. He later served 
parishes in Kansas City, Kansas, and at St. 
Michael's and All Angels Episcopal churches 
in Evansville, Indiana, and St. John’s Episcopal 


438 


CONFLUENCE OF CHANGE 1974-1979 
Е 


Father Evans retired from full-time work in 
1974. He returned to Decatur and assisted priests 
at St. John’s. He had married Thelma Williams in 
1943, and she died іп 1977. He died in September 
1979. His mother and a sister survived him. 


ST. JOHN'S CHURCH CLOSES SANCTUARY TEMPORARILY 


St. John’s Episcopal Church, 130 W. Eldorado St., will be closed until 
warmer weather in an attempt to save natural gas, according to a 
vote taken by the church’s congregation. 


The conservation effort will continue until at least April 3 and will 
be “extended if warranted,” said the Very Rev. Charles H. Hensel, 
church rector. 


Between now and April, church services and meetings will be held 
in the parish hall, Rev. Hensel said Tuesday. 


The heat in the church and in the parish hall has been reduced to 
minimum temperatures, he said. “Persons who will be meeting in 
the hall ате urged to dress warmly,” Rev. Hensel said. 


The congregation voted to conserve fuel during its annual meeting 


Sunday. 


“I think it's great" said Rev. Hensel, who labeled the decision as “the 
only moral option open to the congregation.” 


The Decatur Daily Review. February 2, 1977. 


During the summer of 1978, the parish added 
Father John L. Hall, English Professor at Millikin. 
Father Hall’s schedule had changed and he 
was able to spend a considerable amount of 
time visiting, hospital calling, and conducting 
pastoral ministry. He was also in charge of two 
week-day services, the children’s confirmation 
classes, and acolytes’ class. Both he and Father 
Evans sometimes acted as supply priests. 


FUEL SAVERS REOPEN CHURCH. 


The sanctuary of St. John’s Episcopal Church, 130 W. 
Eldorado St., is in use again after an almost two-month 
effort by the congregation to conserve energy. The church’s 
congregation voted in early February to close the church 
until warmer weather. Church services and meetings were 
held in the parish hall. The services resumed last Sunday 
in the sanctuary, according to the Very Rev. Charles H. 
Hensel, church rector. The church normally heats the 


equivalent of more than 13 eight-room houses, Rev. Hensel 


said. The conservation effort reduced heating about 40 per 
cent, or the equivalent of heating 9 eight-room houses for 
the first month, he said. “1 was pleased with the results,” 
Rev. Hensel said. Figures for the second month are not yet 
available, he said. 


The Decatur Daily Review. April 4, 1977. 


He said other ways of conserving “even more fuel” are being explored 
and persons with suggestions should contact him at the parish. 


St. John’s Episcopal Church is the first church in the Decatur 
area to announce a complete shutdown in order to save fuel. 
But at least one other church has made efforts to conserve fuel. 
Most of the thermostats in Central United Methodist Church at 
269 W. Eldorado St. have been turned down to 55 degrees, said 
Rev. Jack Kaley. 


The exception is office space and one room, Rev. Kaley said. 


“Were going to play it week-by-week,” he said, adding that the 
thermostats will be turned back up on Friday. 


On Sunday, six downtown churches held joint services at the First 
United Methodist Church in an effort to conserve fuel. 


Also, a number of other churches in the city and county sharply 
curtailed their Sunday activities. 


Finances were still a significant concern. On 
August 3rd, 1977, an important letter was sent 
to all congregation members stating that the 
financial situation of St. John’s was urgent. As 
a result of the non-payment of pledges, the 
church would have a deficit of $15,000. It urged 
everyone to immediately fulfill their pledges and 
noted that even with prompt payment from alll, 
there would be a deficit. 


Rev. Charles Hensel, Undated 


CONFLUENCE OF CHANGE 1974-1979 439 


The rectors, wardens, and vestry suggested five 
solutions: 


Reduce the clergy to one, 

Reduce the diocesan pledge, 
Reduce current salaries, 

Ignore needed repairs, or 

Take out a mortgage on the church 
property 


In November 1977, yet another 
report, the Interim Canvass 
Report, was submitted to the 
Vestry. There were complaints 


(C 


the end of this chapter. The Addressograph 
was refurbished. Father Hensel was involved 
with several community organizations. One was 
Planned Parenthood, and another was CODA. 


Congregations of the Decatur Area, Inc. (CODA) 
was organized in 1973 to replace the defunct 
Decatur Area Council of Churches. Twenty- 
thee churches belonged to the inter-faith 
organization, with about 20,000 church 
members under CODA's umbrella. 
Throughout the years, CODA 
sometimes came under attack 

for the decisions made, with 
some community members 


about changing from the Concerns About finding the organization 
old Book of Common Prayer, Relationships With too liberal and others too 
the National Church's Parishioners Was Felt By Both conservative. Father Hensel 
changing position, and The Congregation And The was an active member and 
general dissatisfaction with the к voiced his opinions that were 
clergy. In an attempt to please | often published. Although 
parishioners, Father Hensel began parishioners were happy that 
using Rite One for the 7:30 A.M. service he was volunteering іп local 


and Rite Two for the 9:30 A.M. service. 


In January of 1978, a committee was formed to 
complete the yearly priest evaluation. In both 
1977 and 1978, the committee felt that Father 
Hensel’s positive attributes were hospital and 
shut-in visitations, community involvement, 
a solid knowledge of the church and church 
history, parish activities involvement, and 
enthusiasm and energy. 


However, the general atmosphere of the parish 
was continuing to deteriorate. Concerns about 
relationships with parishioners was felt by 
both the congregation and the rectors. The 
meetings provided a way to establish better 
communication between both parties. 


Faithful parishioners busied themselves, keeping 
St. John’s in order. A group of parishioners 
studied the preservation of the clerestory 
windows. The Ethel Payne memorial fund was 
established to assist students of St. John’s in 
college programs. St. Francis Guild remodeled 
the office. Mr. Bill Stoune put in new concrete 
steps on the West Side of the church. Mr. Bill 
Hansen took photos for historical and insurance 
purposes and reproductions are included at 
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organizations, some were anxious when 
reading Father Hensel’s opinions about social 
concerns in the newspaper. 


Along article in the June 1978 Herald and Review 
promoted a Planned Parenthood workshop to 
train parents from area churches to lead sex 
education programs for other parental groups 
in their churches. 


Rev. Charles Hensel, Late 1970s 


According to Planned Parenthood, the 
program’s goal was “to make parents feel 
knowledgeable and comfortable with sex 
education,” so they could help parents teach 
their own children. Many community persons 
were involved and Father Hensel was one of the 
speakers. 


In December, a local committee recommended 
that Planned Parenthood of Decatur receive 
federal funds of $101,400, that it had requested 
for next year. Twenty-one persons testified at 
the public hearing at the County Building. Eleven 
favored the funding request, and 10 opposed it. 


Among those testifying in support of Planned 
Parenthood were clients, staff members of Progress 
Resources Center, several doctors, clergymen, 
and teachers. The Rev. Charles H. Hensel of 
St. John’s Episcopal Church credited Planned 
Parenthood for working “against permissive and 
irresponsible sexuality, an educational task, which, 
though a parental responsibility, is not within the 
ability of many parents.” 


Planned Parenthood was only one of Father 
Hensel's interests. 


On December 18th, 1978, Brandon Jackson, the 
Chair of the Every Member Canvass released 
the year's report. The group had contacted 196 


families and recorded comments from some 
members. Eleven very involved families had 
decreased or ceased their pledges because 
of the dissatisfaction with the clergy or the 
national church's actions. 


The National Episcopal Church had begun 
ordaining women, lesbians, and gay men 
as priests. Rt. Rev. Paul Moore, Jr. of New York, 
who performed the ordination of Ellen Barrett, 
a woman and openly lesbian, said that 
“homosexuality is a condition which one does 
not choose; it is not a question of morality.” Not 
every parishioner agreed. 


The National Church, the local community, and 
society in general, was changing in many ways. 
St. John’s was changing with a New Book of 
Common Prayer, girl acolytes, women ushers, 
and women on the vestry. The 1950s norms 
didn’t work anymore for the late 1970s. 


In April 1979, the church was physically involved 
in innovations. The telephone company advised 
St. John’s parishioners that they were installing 
new antennas for the community in their offices 
one Sunday morning. Their office building was 
located across the street. Indeed, helicopters 
hovered overhead close to St. John’s, causing 
noise and wind and surprising those who were 


200 CHRISTIANS, JEWS MEET TO GIVE ‘REAL REPLY TO NAZIS’ 


About 200 Christians and Jews met for a Decatur observance 
Sunday afternoon that Rabbi Jerome Pine termed “а real reply to the 
Nazis." “1 feel thrilled and inspired because the people of Decatur do 
care,” said Pine, ор Temple B'nai Abraham, where the “Rededication 
to American Principles” was held. The half-hour long program was 
originally scheduled to coincide with a Nazi march through Skokie, 
but was held even though Sundays march was canceled. However, 
the Nazis plan to march through Chicago's Marquette Park July 9. 
Pine said he was especially happy about the turnout at the program 
because “on a hot, sultry day people left their air-conditioned houses 
and the beaches to come here.” He described those who attended 
the program as “a cross-section of Decatur people who care.” At the 
start of the program, Pine asked the group to sing “Shalom Alei- 
chem,” a Jewish song that means “Peace Be With You.” In his speech, 
Pine said “freedom is never won, only preserved.” ... Other speakers 
were Asher Geisler, Ethel Flaxman and Nat Kessler, who read a letter 


The Decatur Herald. June 26, 1978. 


CONFLUENCE OF CHANGE 1974-1979 
rol 


from Regional Superintendent of Schools Howard Brown; the Rev. 
Harold W. Lloyd of First United Methodist Church; Nancy Roucher; 
Mayor Elmer Walton; State Rep. John Dunn, D-Decatur; and the 
Rev. Charles Hensel of St. John’s Episcopal Church. “The issue of 
the Nazi march and its message makes us realize we can be silent 
no more,” said Mrs. Roucher. She said the issue is not just a Jewish 
matter. She added that people must care, must take responsibility 
and “must never again be silent.” Hensel said, 4 think we Christians 
have done a bad job in conveying the love spoken about in the New 
and Old Testament.” He called Sundays observance a “gathering 
of love.” Speaking at the close of the program, Rabbi Pine said the 
Nazis have preached hatred and violence. “We have spoken another 
message. “We are one. We are here. That to me is a magnificent 
message,” Pine said. The program ended with the group singing 
“God Bless America.” 
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not aware of the situation. 


Unfortunately, it seemed that no amount of work 
could return St. John’s to the vibrant 

state it once enjoyed. In September 

1979, only 40 students registered 
for Sunday school. This situation 
was a sharp contrast to Father 
Bowers days when 230 
attended. Deciding to seek 
employment in a new church, 
Father Hensel resigned on 
Sept. 23rd, 1979. 


Although he had documented his 

goals for St. John’s, the confluence 

of changes in the National Church 

and the community were simply too 
complex. In some ways, he was visionary with 
upcoming world developments, but at any rate, 
his tenure in Decatur was not at the right time 
for either him or St. John's. 


After leaving St. John's, he served at St. Nicholas 
in Elk Grove Village, Illinois, from which he retired. 
St Nicholas was comprised mostly of middle 
managers who transferred in and out often. 
The church had to print two directories yearly to 
keep up with the constant work transfers. 


(( 


“Deciding To Seek 
Emp loyment мА New Church, 
Father Hensel Res igned On 


Sept. 23rd, 1979." 


After retirement, he and his wife, Sarah, bought 
a retirement home in Indiana on a sand dune 
just 200 yards from Lake Michigan. 


He served interim pastorates іп 

the Diocese of Northern Indiana 
at Gethsemane, Marion, St. 
Timothy's, Griffith, and at St. 
James Cathedral in South 
Bend. He continued to stay 
busy with supply ministries in 
Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan. 
One year he supplied over 40 
Sundays. 


in 2020, the Hensels lived in Northern 

Illinois, where in pre-COVID times, he 

assisted at their local church, St. Giles. 

He was active at the retirement village where 

they lived and served on committees and in its 

choir. They had a productive vegetable garden 

on their time off, and Father Hensel continued 

to play two of the dulcimers that he had built 
before coming to St. John’s. 


Oa 


Christmas Pageant, Circa Late 1970s 
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INSURANCE PHOTOS TAKEN BY HANSEN PHOTOGRAPHY, 1979 
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INSURANCE PHOTOS TAKEN BY HANSEN PHOTOGRAPHY, 1979, PAGE 2 
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INSURANCE PHOTOS TAKEN BY HANSEN PHOTOGRAPHY, 1979, PAGE 3 
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INSURANCE PHOTOS TAKEN BY HANSEN PHOTOGRAPHY, 1979, PAGE 4 
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INSURANCE PHOTOS TAKEN BY HANSEN PHOTOGRAPHY, 1979, PAGE 5 
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INSURANCE PHOTOS TAKEN BY HANSEN PHOTOGRAPHY, 1979, PAGE 6 
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One Of Twenty Original Clerestory Windows In The Nave Given By The Ladies Of The “Saturday Market,” 2020 


n October 1979, St. John’s Vestry quickly 
appointed Father John Liston Hall, 42, of 
Decatur, formerly of Elmwood, Nebraska, to 
become the priest-in-charge. The congregation 
overwhelmingly asked for his services as he 
had already worked positively with the parish 
and was well-liked. Father Hall, his wife, 
Kay, and two children, Sarah Jane, 
and a foster daughter, Kyung Sook 
Hwang, quickly became part of 
the church family. 


Father Hall accepted his 
position at a difficult time. Not 
only was St. John’s beginning 
to search for a new priest, 
but several members of the 
congregation were proposing to 
form a mission in Decatur. 


Father Hall’s studies were extensive. He 

had earned a Bachelor's degree in Education 
from the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, a Master 
of Sacred Theology degree from Seabury- 
Western Theological Seminary, Evanston, Illinois, 
and a Master of Arts and Doctor of Philosophy 
in the Literature of the English. Renaissance 


“In October 1979, St. John's 
Vestry Quickly Appointed 
Father John Liston Hall..." 


degrees from the University of Nebraska. He 
was ordained a priest in 1963. 


He had been an Assistant Professor of English 
at Millikin University from 1971 through 1978. Since 
September 1973, he had also served as priest- 
in-charge of St. Joseph's Episcopal Church 
in Clinton, Illinois. He had previously 
served as vicar in various Nebraska 
churches and as an assisting 
priest at the Episcopal chapel at 

the University of Nebraska. 


St John's had many issues 
that would take time and care 
to mend. In addition, Decatur 
itself. was having significant 
problems as manufacturing 
firms were in the midst of 
downsizing, layoffs, and strikes. 
For many years, St. John's parish had 
greatly benefited from people with new ideas 
and unlimited energy joining the church as 
they were relocated to Decatur. The parish had 
become accustomed to these new parishioners 
adding vigor to the programs. Now St. John's 
would truly have to look inward to grow. 
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Since he was already familiar with St. John’s, was indicative of Father Hall’s passion for 


Father Hall made concrete suggestions teaching the art of compromise. 
during his first Vestry meeting. He He wished to ensure that all 
proposed putting a chapel in the parishioners’ needs were met. 


lounge to eliminate the need to 


use the large church area for In May of 1980, the Rev. Dr. John 


L. Hall was elected to be the 


eee Шы “This Change Was Indicative full-time rector of St. John’s. 
| Of Father Hall’s Passion The search committee had an 
The vestry approved his plan, For Teaching The Art Of easy task as communicants 


and by the end of November 
1980, everything was іп 


overwhelmingly wished їо 


. » 
Compromise. keep Father Hall. The proposal 


place. The chapel was used to retain a priest-in-charge was 
immediately for daily services and very unusual, but the Bishop allowed 
adult Sunday School. it because of the strife St. John's had 


. . . been through and the enthusiasm the 
Turning the lounge into a chapel required 


constructing a new altar, eliminating air and = 
water leaks, and re-paneling the room. Mr. 
Jack Gordy and his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Lester 
Gordy, built and refinished the chapel altar as a 
memorial for Jack's late wife, Darla Gordy. Тһе 
Gordys finished by handcrafting a large cross 
for the wall above the altar. The lounge furniture 
was then moved into the south corner of the 
parish hall for everyone to use. 


ь | 


Making another firm decision, Father Hall 
reinstated ап 1:15 a.m. Sunday service, which 
would use Rite Il. The 7:30 a.m. service continued 
using Rite | and the Family Eucharist at 9:30 a.m. 
alternated between Rite | and Rite Il. This change 
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BUILDING THE CHAPEL ALTAR 
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Plans For Chapter Altar Lester Gordy Gluing Bottom Into Base 


Jack Gordy Applying Final Touches 
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EIR 
Completed Chapel 


congregation held for Father Hall. 


A new chapter in the history of St. John’s was 
about to begin, which would present challenges 
to both St. John’s parishioners and Father Hall. 
As the majority of his experience had been 
limited to smaller congregations, this would 
be his first experience being the rector of a 
large church. However, Father Hall was already 
well-respected and liked by the members of 
St. John’s and, as assistant priest, had already 
adapted quickly to a heavy visitation schedule. 
After a few short months, it was apparent to 
the congregation that Father Hall would have 
a healing impact on St. John’s parish family. 
His love of English literature, English history, and 
highly traditional background gave St. John’s 
much-needed respite from the past turmoil. 
Likewise, his extensive liturgical and educational 
knowledge enabled him to present instructive 
and interesting sermons and study sessions. 
Even with all of his immediate changes, the 
parishioners’ most debated issue was an 
amicable discussion about the regular use of 
incense. 


Since an in-depth search had not been 
conducted, Home Meetings were held to make 
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sure the congregation was in agreement about 
calling Father Hall as the rector of St. John’s. 


“A New Chapter In The 
History Of St. John’s Was 
About To Begin...” 


The meetings were attended by approximately 
one-third of the congregation, апа the 
attendees represented over 50% of St John’s 
parishioners. There was ап overwhelming 
feeling from the sessions that Father Hall should 
be called. Robert Ellison, Parish Warden, reported 
the results to Bishop Hillestad. Ellison stated 
that, “Input received from parishioners during 
the series of Vestry-conducted Home Meetings 
was а major factor in Father Hall’s election.” Well 
over ninety percent of the participants in home 
meetings concerning a new rector favored 
Father Halll. 


Che Wardens And Mestry | 
Cordially Invite You To Attend 
Che Celebration (Df Che New Ministry Of 
The Reverend Doctor John Liston Hall | 
As Rector Of 
Saint John's Episcopal Church 
Beratur, Illinois 
And 
Che Celebration Of Che Holy Eucharist 
By | 
The Right Reverend Albert W. Gillestad 
Che Bishop of Springfield 
At 
Saint Jahn'a Episcopal Church 
On 
Chursday Che Cwelfth OF June 
Nineteen Gundred Eighty 
At 
Seven Thirty O'Clock Зи the Evening 


Wereptinn Follows Clergy Bring 
In The Parish fall White Stoles 


Celebration Of New Ministry, 1980 


Cottage Meetings, Circa 1980s 


Kitchen "Sunday School," 1980s 
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ST. JOHN'S PANCAKE EATERS MAINTAIN TRADITION 


Shrove Tuesday is the last day before 
Ash Wednesday, the last night before 
Lent, and at St. John’s Episcopal Church 
in Decatur it is the night for a special 
tradition. 


By 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, the tables in the 
dining room of the parish hall, located 
behind the massive old church on 
Eldorado Street, are beginning to fill 
with people eating pancakes. 


For as long as anyone can remember, 
Shrove Tuesday has meant the annual 
pancake supper at St. John's. 


Pancakes are more than a local parish 
tradition. One encyclopedia traces the 
customs of Shrove Tuesday back to a 
time somewhere in the Middle Ages. 


“This is the last festival before Lent,” 
explains Father John Hall, priest-in- 
charge of St. John’s, about the Episcopal 
Church's heritage from its Church of 
England background. 


“It is our substitute for Mardi Gras. In 
the old days in England -- and it is still 
true - Lent was a time of fasting.” 


To use up all the fat in the house 
before Lent began, people would make 
pancake batter. 


“1 think this supper is a tradition in this 
parish." 


Sometime, no one seems to quite know 
when, the membership of the parish, 
now in its 125th year, began having 
pancake suppers - combination social 
and religious functions. 


And by tradition, Hall means something 
that is passed on through families. 


Eight people gathered around two 
tables a few feet away are proof of that 
statement. 


Elmer Wheal takes time between bites 
from his stack of pancakes to explain 
that three generations of his family are 
here tonight. 


“Tve been coming here since 1913,” 
the Springfield native says of both his 
association with the parish and the 
pancake supper. 


“The church in Springfield never had a 
pancake supper.” 


It is an affair for the whole family. 


Geraldine Phillips, Wheal’s daughter, 
remembers growing up with the 
tradition. 


“1 remember when they had it in the 
old church,” she recalls, referring to the 
original church building later used for 
a parish hall before its demolition. 


“They had big iron stoves and everybody 
was crowded in the building, and there 
was always a breeze blowing through 
the cracks in the wall. 


“It was really fun for the kids. When 1 
was young, it was one of the big things 
every year. You didn’t have television 


and this was one of the things you 
looked forward to. 


“It was a social get-together.” 
On this night, her children are here. 


Across the room. Dr. Darrell Statzer 
pauses between bites to confirm that 
observation remains true. 


“It’s an opportunity to start off Lent 
with kind of a get-together as well as 
observing the religious aspects of the 
season,” he says. 


In the small kitchen, James Lea is more 
intent on observing something else 
- a hot electric griddle covered with 


pancakes. 


His is one of four griddles operating in 
the kitchen, along with skillets frying 


sausage and ham. 


“Hectic?” Lea laughs. “It is when things 
pile up on you.” 


He interrupts his reply with a good- 
natured yell. 


“If somebody wouldn't steal my stuff 
all the time, it wouldn't be,” he says as 
he walks across the room to retrieve an 
aerosol can of vegetable oil. 


Since 1962, when he came to 
Decatur from Danville, Lea has been 
participating in pancake night, both as 
amaker and eater. 


Now at 67, he sees the role a bit 
differently. 


"| hope to be ordained as a deacon 
this year and Vm studying for the 
priesthood,” he explains and then nods 
toward the tables filled with pancake 
eaters and chuckles. "They're breaking 
me in by waiting on tables.” 


A salesman of cleaning supplies, Lea 
maintains he won't stop selling when he 
retires soon. 


“Now Тт going to sell God to my 
people,” he says. 


But as for pancake night and the 
Episcopal Church, Lea is sure it’s a local 
parish tradition. 


Tradition is good. It breeds a sense of 
continuity of things passed on through 
each generation of a family, common 
reference points for all ages. 


“This is an old church,” he says. “You 
build up that kind of inheritance in it.” 


Bob Bosch Washing БЕШ 1980s 


Father Hall knew that St. John's needed unity 
and stability and he was willing to provide 
both. In his first Rector's Report, he reminded 
the parishioners that "Now it is time for us as 
individuals and as a congregation to rouse 
ourselves and move on. We need to press on 
toward our goal of newness of life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord." It was evident to St. John's 
parishioners that the extensive troubles 
were, for the most part, behind them. 

He quickly instituted four new 

Vestry committees, including 

Worship and Adult Education, 

Welcoming and Calling, 


(( 


Jim Fis lone Klemens, & Randy Kampfe, 1980s 


to nearly 400 communicants in 1980! The 
church is not a building. It is people... 


Our constant concern should be to extend 
the Mission of the Church. As the king in our 
Lord's Parable said about his dinner, ‘Go and 
compel them to come in.’ Not by force or 
by pressure, but to be so compelling in our 
own demonstration of Love and Concern 
and brotherhood that others are really 
interested to see what we have 
going here.. 


Not all are teachers, not all are 
counselors, not all are Priests. 


Fellowship and Activities, and “Father Hall Knew That St But all of us are called by God 

Building and Grounds to make lote Needed Uniti And to function and minister as 

the Vestry more receptive to Johns Needed Unity An living, working members of 

the real needs of the church. Stability And He Was Christ's body, The Church... 
Willing To Provide Both.” 


St. John's parish celebrated the 
125th anniversary of St John's 
in September 1980. Many people 
helped to prepare the church for 

the events that were to take place. Walter 
Marble took a particular interest in sprucing up 
the church, the parish hall, and the office. 


At the Anniversary Service held on September 
14th, 1980, Bishop Hillestad described St. John's 
history as: 


125 glorious years ... from 15 adults in 1855 
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Today is a day of celebration, 

of a worthy past, and also the 

celebration of a bright future.. May 

you grow and flourish both as individuals 

and as a Christian community and may the 

next 125 years be even more glorious than 
the last. 


Later during the celebratory mass, Bishop 
Hillestad formally certified the unique lay 
ministry of Jim Lea. He stated that Mr. Lea was a 
shining example of what all Christians should be. 


Mr. Lea’s new ministry allowed him to act as a 
deacon, but he could not give communion or 
read the gospel. Mr. Lea worked in this capacity 
for two years until he left the parish to work with 
the new Decatur mission, St. Timothy. 


The celebration included а short, picture- 
filled published history adapted from Father 
Harmon’s earlier work and a special reception in 
which members of the congregation told about 
their fondest memories of St. John's. Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald Miller from Allied American Graphics, 
Inc, presented the assembly а beautiful 
reproduction of the Articles of Organization 
document. Father Harmon's History is reprinted 
at the end of the chapter. 


A special part of the anniversary occurred 
when St. John's installed a bell in the 

bell tower to be used for services, 
weddings, and funerals. Through 

the efforts of the Eagle Editor 

and dedicated  parishioner, 

William Hansen, a 500-pound 


(( 


The bell was given in memory of Father George 
Evans, a long-time friend and helper to St. 
John's. Mr. William В. Stoune made plans, and 
Fisher-Stoune, Inc. of Decatur installed the bell 
free of charge. Jack Gordy helped to repair and 
seal the bell wheel. 


Several parishioners still felt very strongly that 
a mission providing options beyond St. John’s 
highly traditional approach was needed to give 
another type of worship experience for Decatur 
Episcopalians. The new mission became a real 
possibility when the Bishop of Springfield, The 
Right Rev. Albert W. Hillestad, met with St. John’s 
Vestry to discuss the suggestion to the Diocese 
of forming an Episcopal Mission in Decatur. 
The Bishop suggested moving cautiously and 
pointed out that the preliminary work 
could take а minimum of twelve 
to eighteen months. He also 
reminded those in attendance 
that establishing a mission was 
complicated and had to be 
approached with great care. 


bell was obtained that was “A 500-Pound Bell Was The Eagle. reported, "Bishop 
suitable. for thë towel: Ihe Obtained That Was Suitable Hillestad and Father Hall have 
consoling Snead. ш For The Tower.” both indicated enthusiasm 


of Ahlenius and Conway of 
Decatur inspected the belfry 
and determined that it was 
structurally sound. 


Evans Bell, Circa 1990s 


for expansion of the role of the 

Episcopal Church in service to the 

Decatur area through a carefully 

planned and properly staffed mission 
program." 


The mission was given approval by the Diocesan 
standing committee іп 1981. It was named 
St. Timothy, and after much work, it became 
officially recognized as a mission in the Diocese. 
Several interested parishioners left St John's and 
joined the dedicated group that met first in a 
private home, later a school, the local Red Cross 
building, and finally a storefront. Occasionally, St. 
Timothy and St. John's shared Eucharists along 
with other congregations. Supply Priest, Father 
Kenneth Truelove, chaplain at Cole Hospital in 
Champaign, Illinois, offered interesting classes 
for adults from both parishes in St. John's guild 
room. St. John's parish family certainly felt 
the loss, but few ties were maintained with St. 
Timothy parishioners as they organized and 
pursued their new venture. 
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SEPTEMBER 14TH, 1980 ANNIVERSARY 


Sermon by Bishop Albert Hillestad 


125 glorious years. From 15 adults in 1855 
to nearly 400 communicants in 1980! 


The church is not a building. It is 
people - Christs body, but buildings are 
sacramentals. This present building has 
stood since 1890 as the outward and visible 
expression of the Faith and devotion of 
Christ’s flock in this place. 


Our present energy crisis may cause 
buildings to seem irrelevant and even 
antichristian to some. However, 1 believe 
it really calls for a new approach to our 
stewardship of things. Including both 
this beautiful building and the energy 
required to heat and cool it. Treat it as a 
sacramental, always remembering that 
buildings are only the outward and visible 
part. What forms buildings, what gives 
them meaning is the living faith and 
dedication of those who use them. 


The building and its condition are also 
indications of a loving responsibility that 
has been shored down through the past 9 
decades. Things obviously are on the scale 
of importance and value that God and 
human kind [give them]. 


But yet, how we treat things, how we 
appreciate their value as gifts from God, 
is an indication of the quality of our 
stewardship. 


This beautiful, well-cared for building is a 
sacramental testimony to 125 years of good 
stewardship. 


But this is the shell only. The true life 
and value of our stewardship is told by 
the people of this parish. The body of 
Christ in this place. The bishops who 
have had the spiritual oversight of this 
parish, the priests who have pastored, 
celebrated the sacraments and preached 
here. The lay men and women who have 
pursued their Christian ministry here, all 
of them we hold up in celebration today. 
St. John’s has accomplished some firsts 


in this community. Programs of service 
and outreach to the city were mounted 
and enjoyed success. Musical excellence 
has been a tradition here, and strong 
support of the Bishop and Diocese goes 
back to Bishop Seymour, the first Bishop 
of Springfield. 

What am saying is that St. John's Decatur 
has a history worthy of celebration! 
Undoubtedly rough spots and bad times 
have been had in the past, but the history 
of Good continues through it all. 


Now, what shall we say about the 
years ahead? Looking back to past 
accomplishments and celebrating the 
leadership of former years can be a 
pleasant exercise, but it is only valuable 
when the past becomes the springboard 
into the future. 


What of the goals of St. Johns for the next 
5 or 10 or even 20 years? The work of the 
Christ ultimately depends on the local 
parish. Bishops, committees and national 
departments and councils, accomplish 
much and are essential to the Church's 
life. But basically, as St. Paul tells us in 
his letter to Timothy, "Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners." And this 
is our Work! To be Christ to a sinful world, 
having allowed Christ into our sinful lives. 


When St. John's Decatur sits down to assess 
where it is and where it is going, the first 
concern must be the real work of Christ's 
church that should be advanced. To know 
God and help make him known to others 
is the vocation of every member of Christ’s 
Body. Fr. Hall, your excellent rector, priest 
and pastor, has his ministry well defined. 
One of the goals of every parish should be 
to help define the ministry of each of its 
members. Surely the proposal to reach 
out into the community by establishing a 
second congregation in Decatur, is one way 
of making Christ known and bringing his 


saving Gospel to more people. 


Our constant concern should be to extend. 
the Mission of the Church. As the king in 
our Lord's parable said about his dinner, 
“Go and compel them to come in.” Not 
by force or by pressure, but to be so 
compelling in our own demonstration of 
love and concern and brotherhood that 
others are really interested to see what we 


have going here. 


The ministry of the members of the body, 
first to each other and then to those 
outside, is amply demonstrated by one in 
your midst, who has been an example and 
inspiration to us all, as to the meaning of 
‘the ministry of the Laity.’ 


Jim Lea has given of himself over the years 

in unstinting fashion. His ministry of 
teaching and sharing in the ministry of 
pastoral concern, has been invaluable to 
priest and fellow layman alike. 


Ina few minutes, it will be my pleasure to 
express publicly our appreciation of his 
ministry here at St. John’s and formally to 
certify and confirm him in that ministry. 


Jim is a shining example of what our goal 
should be. To offer ourselves to God in His 
Church, to minister in accordance with 
our talents and abilities. 


Not all are teachers, not all are counselors, 
not all are priests. 


But all of us are called by God to function 
and minister as living, working members 


of Christ’s body, The Church. 


Today is a day of celebration, of a worthy 
past and also the celebration of a bright 
future. As members of Christ’s body, we 
each need the support of the other. May 
you grow and flourish both as individuals 
and as a Christian community and may 
the next 125 years be even more glorious 


than the last. 


WAS 
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The Rector and Vestry 
of St. John's Episcopal Church 
request the pleasure of your company 
at Solemn High Mass 
to be celebrated by the Rt. Rev. Albert W. Hillestad 
the Bishop of Springfield 
and at dinner following the service 
to be held at the church 
on Sunday, the 14th of September, 1980 


at 10:00 a.m. 


tn honor of the 125th anniversary 


of St. John's 


Paid ticket reservations Four dollare 
Children under five free 


Available at office or Sunday Church 
or by return mail 
by September 4th 
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St. John’s Episcopal 
Church 


Welcomes You 


A Catholic and Reformed Church 
Since 1855 
Church and Eldorado 
Sundays: 
Holy КИНО 2.56.22 ce: 7:30 
Solemn High Mass. 


Church School, Nursery ......... 9:30 
Holy Eucharist 


The Very Rev. Dr. John L. Hail 
Rector 


St. John's Advertisement, Circa 1980 


Father Hall continued the trend towards 
improved communication in the church. 
Church newsletters and bulletins were greatly 
improved with the gift of an electric IBM 
typewriter given to the church. He also started 
d daily scripture reading schedule that was 
included in the Sunday bulletin. Ads were placed 
in the local newspaper. 


Parishioners began to work diligently 
on a wide variety of projects due to 
inattention during previous years. 


However, life at St. John's 
did not only consist of 
work. Traditional programs 


(C 


*Father Hall Continued The 


_ T. TIMOTHY 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 


Worship Service 10:00 AM 
Church School 10:00 AM 
Phone 423-0249 


At. American Red Cross 
Corner Lake Shore Dr. 
& Broadway Ave., Decatur 


St. Timothy's Advertisement, Circa 1984 


St. John's congregation began to look outside 
of the church for ways to help others. Food 
baskets were placed in the back of the church 
for donations to local charities. Contributions 
of money and time were also made to several 
community groups such as DOVE, Meals on 
Wheels, Goodwill, Habitat for Humanity, the 
Northeast Foodbank, and Good Samaritan 
Inn. One of the local community groups, 
DOVE, was awarded a $22,000 United 

Thank Offering (UTO) grant by 
the Episcopal Churchwomen 
of the Diocese to move to a 
new location. St. John’s also 
participated in annual benefit 
events, such as the “Crop 


continued, such as the Shrove Trend Towards lm d 
pee Walk” to alleviate the bl 
Tuesda ancake suppers RUN prooem 
Lenten шо лоо Communication In The of hunger Much of the 
Church." church's involvement in the 


Sunday breakfasts, progressive 

dinners, and parish picnics. A 

new addition to the festivities was 

the first-ever pig roast, which was 

a huge success with nearly 175 people 
attending. During the hayride that evening, Mr. 
Elmer Wheal reported to the rector that this 
"was the best picnic that St. John's has had in 
the sixty years" he had been a member. Other 
activities were courses on subjects such as 
Anglican poets and quilting, ballroom dancing 
classes, and a fall picnic. 
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social services programs began 

under the direction of a dedicated 

parishioner, Mrs. Connie Requarth, 

who was very interested in the outreach 

activities of St. John's and spread her concern 
to others. 


Perhaps one of the brightest points during 
Father Hal's tenure was the growth of 
positive Christian Education. Since many new 
parishioners had small children and the Halls 
had two young children of their own, Sarah 


SECOND EPISCOPAL CHURCH ESTABLISHED IN DECATUR 


А second Episcopal church, to be known 
as St. Timothy Episcopal Church, has 
been established in Decatur. 


Authorization came from the Episcopal 
Diocese of Springfield and the Synod 
which met Oct. 16 and 17. 


Until it — becomes financially 
independent and thus gains parish 
status, St. Timothy will operate as a 
mission under the direction of the 
bishop and a bishop's committee. 


The Standing Committee in Springfield 
is searching for a candidate to 
become vicar and minister for the 
new congregation. Such a candidate 
may come from within or without the 
diocese. Members of St. Timothy are 
aiding in the search. 


Meanwhile, the Rev. John Hall, rector of 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, will serve 
as priest-in-charge. Holy Eucharist is 
being celebrated by the Rev. Edward 
Grimes of Springfield on alternate 
Sundays. On Sundays when he is not 
present lay leaders conduct a morning 
prayer service. 


Beginning Sunday, services will be 
held in Sunnyside School at 10 a.m. 
Previously any meetings were held in 


the home of Ted White. 


The new church had its beginning in 
June, 1980, when a meeting was held to 
determine interest in a second Episcopal 
church. The result was affirmative and 
a committee was formed to organize a 
mission. Charles Ahlenius has headed 
that committee of 13, which has met 
regularly since that time. 


Nineteen signed the charter petition to 
the diocese. 


The congregation's first official meeting 
as St. Timothy’s was Oct. 17. Prior to 
official status the members attended 
services at St. John’s Episcopal Church. 


The reason for establishing another 
church is to expand the growth of the 
Episcopal Church in Decatur, according 
to Ahlenius. 


“We think there are enough unchurched 
who are interested in the Episcopal 
church to reach out and start a second 
congregation,” he said. “We are not out 
to operate entirely differently. We think 
Decatur needs another congregation in 
order to reach others moving into the 
city.” 


Church school will operate at the 
kindergarten through sixth grade levels 
currently, with expansion to other ages 
later. 


The original concept is to use temporary 
school facilities for approximately a 
year, but that actually depends on the 
rate of growth, according to Ahlenius. 
Future plans are to rent and eventually 


buy or build a church. 


Members have looked at such areas 
of growth as Mount Zion, the airport 
and north of the city for a possible 
permanent location. Nothing definite 
has been decided as yet... 


St. Timothy Icon, Undated 


and James, Christian Education became 
a prime focus for St. John’s. Many church 
activities revolved around the busy, inquisitive 
youngsters of the parish. 


(( 


“The Sunday School Was 
Led By Several Talented 
Parishioners, Including Mrs. 
Mary Jackson, Mrs. Kay Hall, 
And Ms. Sara Davis.” 


The Sunday school was led by several talented 
parishioners, including Mrs. Mary Jackson, Mrs. 
Kay Hall, and Ms. Sara Davis. By 1985, nearly 85 
children were enrolled for Sunday School. Mrs. 
Mary Jackson provided excellent organizational 
skills and liturgical knowledge along with 
assistance and supplies for the various projects. 


Mrs. Kay Hall, Father Hall's wife, was a real 
blessing to St. John’s. She was a graduate of 
the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, and had 
taught in Lincoln, Nebraska, and Decatur, Illinois, 
schools. She was the Arts Education Consultant 
for Project HEART (Helping Education Through 
Arts Resources for Teachers) which was an arts 


Kay Hall, Circa 1980s 


integration program used by Decatur Public 
schools. In addition, she was the president- 
elect of the YWCA. 


She was a compassionate priest's wife, an 
excellent teacher, and very knowledgeable 
about many art techniques. Through the years, 
she prepared the church's newsletter, The 
Eagle, and took many black and white pictures 
of various congregational activities to make it 
more interesting. 


In 1987, she assumed the post of neighborhood 
advocate. She acted as the liaison for the Near 
West Side Restoration & Preservation Society 
in its dealings with neighborhood property 
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DECATUR HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 


ORGANIZED: In summer of 1987 to provide 
low-cost housing in Decatur. Affiliated 
with the national organization, based in 
Americus, Ga., in October 1987. 


HOUSES: Using some of the $20,000 in 
seed money donated by three Decatur 
churches and others, the group bought 
the house at 1076 W. Main St. in December 
1987. The McArthur Tyus family was chosen 


The Herald And Review. March 15, 1989. 


in March 1988 to buy the house; completion 
of the renovations was celebrated Nov. 13, 
1988. The second house at 275 Spring St. 
was purchased in May 1988; Ada Smith was 
selected to buy it in September 1988. 


OFFICERS: The Rev. John Henry Cain, 
retired Disciples of Christ minister, 
chairman; the Rev. John Hall of St. John’s 


Episcopal Church, vice chairman; Marian 


Olsen, secretary; and Lou Jacobs, treasurer. 


SPECIAL SPEAKER: Phil Steinkamp, a 
former Warrensburg resident who spent 
three years as a Habitat volunteer in Zaire, 
will talk about his experiences at 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday in Illini Congregational Church of 


Christ near Warrensburg... 
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The EAGLE 


of Saint John's Parish с» 


March, 1986 


Vol. IX, No. 


HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED 


4:30 Confessions, 
Reconciliation 
of a Penitent 
(BCP 447) 

5:00 Stations of the 
Cross 

5:30 Solemn Evensong 

7:00 (am) Morning 
Prayer 

7:30 (pm) The Great 
Vigil of Easter 
with the Light- 
ing of the Pas- 
chal Candle, Re- 
wal of Baptis- 
mal Vows, and 
Holy Eucharist 


Holy Week is a time for us to 
contemplate those mighty acts 
whereby God has given us 
everlasting life through Jesus 
Christ. We commemorate the events 
of the last week of our Lord's 
earthly life, starting with the Holy 
triumphful entry into Jerusalem Saturday 
and culminating with the trium- 
phant celebration of the Easter 
Eucharist. 
The events of Holy Week include: 
Palm Sunday 7:00 Morning Prayer 
7:30 Holy Eucharist 
9:30 Procession with 
Palms, Holy 
Eucharist 

7:30 (am) Holy 
Eucharist 

5:30 Solemn Evensong 
Lenten Supper 
Lenten Study 
Healing Service 

7:30 (pm) Holy Euch- 
arist, Footwash- 
ing, Procession 
to the Altar of 
Repose, Strip- 
ing of the Altar 
ALL NIGHT: Maun- 
dy Thursday Pray- 
er Watch 

Good Friday 12:00 Good Friday Lit- 

urgy 


Wednesday 
in Holy Week 


Maundy 
Thursday 


The Eagle, 1986 


owners, residents, and city officials. She was in 
charge of helping the society develop plans for 
neighborhood improvement and implement 
revitalization programs. 


Sara Davis, Project HEART Co- 
Director, and а long-time 
parishioner of St. John's, was 
also invaluable to the Christian 
Education Program. She built 
upon Project HEART objectives 

to inspire the teachers to 


incorporate the arts into 
St John’s Sunday school. 
The results were beautiful 
watercolors and block prints, 
dramatic portrayals, liturgical 


dance, and multi-arts intergenerational 
extravaganzas. 


The students actively participated in singing, 


(( 


“Parishioners Prided 
Themselves On Having 
‘Something For Everyone’ In 
The Christian Education 
Department.” 


crafts, stories, and creative dramatics every 
Sunday. Students from that time remember 
lively community sessions апа joyful 
interactions with the art projects and the 
parish. 


Sometimes they helped create their own new 
programs and presentations, such as “Noah's 
Ark” which was presented in the parish hall 
during coffee hour. 


One of the most exciting summer sessions was 
“Heroes of the Old Testament.” Other highlights 
of the Sunday School program included annual 
family advent events, the traditional Pentecost 
flower cross, spring open houses, and the 
children’s choir. 


Parishioners prided themselves on having 
“something for everyone” in the Christian 
Education Department. St. John’s hosted 
workshops for their Sunday school teachers 
and others to improve their program. 


Under Father Hall's direction, students would go 
to their classrooms immediately after receiving 
communion or a blessing at the 9:30 a. m. 
Eucharist, and classes would continue through 
the coffee hour. St. John's used the “Colorado 
Curriculum,” which based each week’s 
study on that Sunday's readings. 
During Sunday school, the four 
and five-year-old | students 
learned the Lord's Prayer, the 
Ten Commandments when in 
third grade, and the Apostles' 
and Nicene Creed upon 
reaching 4th and 5th grades. 
When the children could 
recite these to Father Hall, they 
received a small cross. 


The parishioners enjoyed seeing the 

finished projects that their children had 

completed during Sunday school. Occasionally, 

the work was either posted in the parish hall or 
inserted into the bulletin. 


22% 
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ST. TIMOTHY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 


2930 N. OAKLAND AVE DECATUR, ILLINOIS 


St. Timothy Episcopal Church 


invites you to attend the dedication of our building 


Sunday 


October 5, 1986 
4:00 P.M. 


2930 North Oakland Avenue 


Reception follows 


St. Timothy's Dedication, 1986 


Sunday School 


€ 4 “АС 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN THE 19805, CONTINUED 


Group Activity Nursery 


Christian Education | Junior High 
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY’S DECATUR STORY 


On Aug. 18, 1987, a group of Macon County 


citizens met at Dove Inc. in Decatur to 
organize a chapter of Habitat for Humanity. 
The founder was John Henry Cain, a 
retired Disciples of Christ Church minister. 
Others were the Revs. John Hall of St. 
John’s Episcopal Church, Levi McClendon 
of Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church 
and Eugene Green of Trinity Christian 
Methodist-Episcopal Church. Cain was 
selected as president of the board of officers 


with Hall as vice president, Connie Albert 
as secretary and Mary Lester as treasurer. 
Also on the board were Fred Krows, Greg 
Shoop, Ray and Nancy Jo Batman, Bob 
Grohne and Jodi Shiel, all of Decatur, Jane 
Gucker of Cisco and Steve Stahl of llliopolis. 
With $15,000 seed money from First 
Congregational United Church of Christ 
and $5,000 from Westminster Presbyterian 
Church and Central Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), the chapter was 


established Sept. 3, 1987. The first house was 
purchased for rehabilitation for $10,875. It 
was at 1076 W. Main St. On Jan. 10, 1988, 
an open house was held for the public to see 
the “before” stage. The house was dedicated 
Nov. 13, 1988. It is occupied by McArthur 
Tyus. Memorial money donated by Mary 
Lester and Jodi Shiel still provides Habitat 
books for Decatur area schools, some 
churches and all new homeowner families. 


The Herald And Review. January 13, 2004. 


The following poem describes the 7th, 8th, and 
9th graders’ understanding of the Beatitudes: 


Beloved Father 

Everlasting and 

Almighty 

Thank you for creation and 
Incarnation and the Trinity. 
Use us to 

Do 

Everything to 

Serve you. 


(( 


“(During The 1980s,] Girls 
Began Joining The Aco lyte 
Program.” 


At Epiphany services, the children participated 
in impressive processions of the Three Kings. 
All interested children were invited to carry 
stars to symbolize the Star of the East, leading 
the kings to infant Jesus. A new tradition was 
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started as an annual Epiphany cake was 
served during coffee hour. Three rings were 
hidden in the cake, and the three people who 
found the rings in their serving were crowned 
the Epiphany Kings and Queens. 


Father Hall and other parishioners, including Mrs. 
Mary Jackson, revitalized the older youth groups. 
Chi Rho continued for the junior high students апа 
the high school group, York Club, continued as 
Ichthus. Girls began joining the acolyte program. 
The girls who served in the early 1980s were 
Mary Beth Green, Kate Jackson, Susan Shelton, 
Laura Green, Rachel Larson, Christine Phillips, 


Epiphany King & Queen, 1980s 
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Amy Jackson, Nanette Larson, Anne Bosch, Sara 
Bushey, Leslie Carpel, and Anne Kampfe. 


New youth evangelism programs came to 
the Diocese of Springfield. One innovative 
national Episcopal program, ‘Happening,’ would 
change the youth groups forever. The St. John’s 
youth who participated in Happening #1 as 
candidates were Susan Shelton, Scott Ellison, 


Mike Bushey, Bruce Shelton, Chuck Kramer, 
and Kyung Sook Hwang. Staff members from 
St. John’s included Betsy Kramer, Mary Beth 
Green, Mark Goodell, Kate Jackson and Mary 
Jackson. St. John's and Mrs. Mary Jackson were 


“One Innovative National 
Ep iscopal Program, 
‘Happening,’ Would Change 
The Youth Groups Forever.” 


instrumental in introducing this program to 
the diocese and bringing in enough people to 
support the program for years to come. 


During Father Hall’s tenure, many updates to 
the physical building of St. John’s took place. 
In the early 1980s, St. Mary’s hall was finally 
totally renovated to be used as an office. This 
renovation was primarily completed through the 
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ACTIVITIES IN THE 1980S 


Palm Sunday Procession, 1980s 
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ACTIVITIES IN THE 1980S, CONTINUED 


ови 
кел иль 


Pentecost Flower Cross, 1980s 
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efforts of St. Francis Guild with help from other 
parishioners. The house had been remodeled 
in previous years, but this was the most major 
update St. Mary’s had ever been given. 


On the exterior, the front yard was shortened 
by the Illinois Department of Transportation to 
widen Eldorado Street. The Department bought 
28 square feet of property, along with two 
bushes, for $250. The Department contracted 
to replace the front steps and retaining wall on 
St. Mary’s property. 


The Vestry and the Sunday school children 
placed a stockade fence around the back of the 
house, which was a joint venture. Now there was 
an area to hold Easter egg hunts and release 
balloons or bubbles for Ascension Sunday. 


St. John’s sold the Parke parking lot 
on the corner of Main and Cerro 
Gordo Streets since the parking 
lot proved to be too far from 
the church for parishioners 

to use. It was sold to School 


(( 


“(Father Hall] Felt That The 


Іп the nave, only three windows had been 
completed before the 1892 consecration 
services. Those included “Christ in the Temple,” 
“Christ Blessing the Little Children,” and “The 
Angel of the Resurrection.” Ninety years later, 
only five memorial windows in the nave had 
been installed. 


On the north side of the nave were: 


* “The Nativity” Іп Memory of Vestryman & 
Rectors Warden Robert Winfield Trotter 1884 
- 1946. 


• “Christ among the Doctors" In loving memory 
of my mother Mary C. Goodwin by her son the 
Rev. M. M. Goodwin 1815 -1884. 


On the south side of the nave were: 


* "The Ascension of Jesus” 

In loving memory of Florence 

Jeanette Shade 1888-1972 and 

In loving Memory Lewis William 
Shade, 1888-1973. 


District #61 to use for parkin STi Ж i 
parking Naves Tiffany-Style Windows “The Angel of the 
at the former Standard Oil Needed То Finally B : 
"e puce ееаеа то Finally be Resurrection” To the Glory of 
Building, later the Keil Building. Revlaced М ial . : 
Two houses were purchased eplace | L we God and in loving memory of 
and razed in anticipation of Windows... Flora Race Bashforth, 1859-1886. 


making a closer parking lot for the 
congregation. 


Other projects included a new ceiling in the 
lounge/chapel, the securing of windows in St. 
Mary's, tuck-pointing of the belltower, installation 
of ceiling fans in the nave, repairing the funeral 
clapper of the bell, and the installation of many 
new stained glass windows. It was at this time 
that the lounge became a full-time chapel 
complete with stained glass windows. 


Father Hall had a wonderful sense of esthetics 
and an excellent knowledge of antiques. He 
felt that the nave's Tiffany-style windows 
needed to finally be replaced with memorial 
windows as designated by the Vestry of 1892 
when the church was built. The parishioners 
overwhelmingly agreed, and several families 
provided funds for memorial windows. Father 
Hall worked closely with the parish and the Esser 
Stained Glass Company to finalize the artwork. 


• “Suffer Little Children to Come 
unto Me” In memoriam of William M. 
Boyd, Vestryman of the parish 1842-1889. 


According to the wishes of the 1890 St. John’s 
Vestry, specific themes were to be used as 
the windows were replaced. Several of those 
windows did follow the prescribed themes. The 
1890 Vestry had suggested that by following the 
themes from the north east corner of the nave 
by the pulpit and west around to the baptistery 
and east down the south side of the nave, 
the complete story of Christ Jesus would be 
recorded. The window added to the south side 
of the nave was: 


“ “Christ the Good Shepherd” To the Glory of 
God Given by St. Martha's Guild 1981. 
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The windows added to the north side were: 


* “Christ and Woman at the Well" To the Glory 
of God Given by Charline F. Wood 1981. 


* "The Annunciation of Mary" To the Glory 
of God and the loving memory of Amelia 
George Montgomery 1887-1949. 


These three new stained glass windows 
completed the plan for pictorial windows 
for the nave of the church set down by the 
Vestry of 1890. Not surprisingly, the parish soon 
overwhelmingly supported providing stained 
glass windows for the new chapel. As part 
of past construction, four lounge windows 
were converted into two new large doorways. 
Twelve new windows were given as memorials 
to complete the chapel renovation - eight 
windows on the chapel's outside wall and four 
internal windows adjoining the parish hall. 


The windows represent the shields of the 
twelve apostles. Each window contains a 
colorful symbol, diamond background, and an 
inscription. 


They are as follows: 


e St. Peter / St. Jude - To The Glory Of God And 
In Memory Of Robert Lewis Shade 1924 -1975 


* Saint John - In honor of Edward L. and Helen 
C. Eaton on their 50th wedding anniversary 
given by their son Tim 1982 


* Saint James - In Memory Of Arthur Cooling 
1894 - 1935 And Alice Cooling 1895 - 1982 


* St. Andrew - In memory of William R. Stoune 
1893 -1982 


* St. James Minor - In memory of John Austin 
Stoune 1923 - 1979 


* Saint Philip — In honor of Pauline Requarth 
Smith 1982 


* Saint Simon - In memory of Elbert S. Smith 
1911 - 1983 


* Saint Bartholomew - In memory of Henry С. 
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Lounge Window Converted To Door, 2020 


Bielhen 1867-1929 and Mary Ann Bielhen 1865 
- 1956 Given by their daughter Mary Merris 


* St. Thomas - In memory of John Weir 1879 - 
1960 and Louise Weir 1879 -1949 Given by their 
children 


Saint Matthew - In memory of Donn D. Pease 
1891 - 1961 Given by Ethel S. Pease 


Saint Matthias - In memory of Jay D. Sensenig 
1937-1977 Given by Brenda M. Sensenig 
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“Father Hall Provided Vision 
For New Programs That He 
Felt Were Important.” 


Father Hall provided vision for new programs 
that he felt were important. He is well- 
remembered for his adult Bible study classes 
held on Saturday and Wednesday evenings. 
He was favorably impressed with the weekend 


NAVE MEMORIAL WINDOW ADDITIONS, 1980 
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EXTERIOR CHAPEL WINDOWS 


TO THE GLORY OF GOD А ROBERT LEWIS SHADE 
AND IN MEMORY OF 1924 - 1975 
о  ——— p nm pons 


p — 


St. Jude/ St. Peter, Robert Lewis Shade 
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IN HONOR OF EDWARD L. AND HELEN С. EATON 


ON THEIR 5ОТН WEDDING ANNIVERSARY IN MEMORY OF ARTHUR COOLING 1894-1935 
GIVEN BY THEIR SON ТІМ 1982 AND ALICE COOLING 1895-1982 


Left, Saint John, Edward And Helen Eaton 
Right, Saint James, Arthur And Alice Cooling 
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IN MEMORY OF IN MEMORY OF а 
WILLIAM R.STOUNE 1893-1982 JOHN AUSTIN STOUNE 1923-1979 
— 
- = = ы 


Left, Saint Andrew, William R. Stoune 
Right, Saint James Minor, John Austin Stoune 
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IN MEMORY OF 
1982 ELBERT S. SMITH 1911-1983 


€ 


Left, Saint Philip, Pauline Requarth Smith 
Right, Saint Simon, Elbert S. Smith 
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INTERIOR CHAPEL WINDOWS 
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Left, Saint Matthew, Donn D. Pease 
Right, Saint Matthias, ] ay D. Sensenig 


Cursillo program, which is labeled “а short 
course on Christianity" He enthusiastically 
promoted this program to the church body. His 
teaching experience made his confirmation 
and adult Bible classes worthwhile 
sessions that many parishioners 

greatly enjoyed and remembered. 


The vestry wrestled with many 
issues during 1982. Roof repairs 
and ceiling renovations were 

а constant issue and expense. 
Chapel concerns centered 
around the ceiling that had 
been  water-damaged and 
the selection of stained glass 
windows. After reviewing several 
designs, the vestry agreed upon 

panels that contained colorful diamonds. 

The congregation was still finishing installation 
of the large stained glass windows in the nave. 
The old stained glass windows from the nave 
were given to interested parishioners. Father 
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Rev. James Lea, Circa 1980s 
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"The Vestry Meeting On May 
17th, 1982 Concerning The 
High Altar Would Prove To 
Have Immediate Results." 


Hall continued to search for a curate for St. 
John's or to share with St. Timothy. 


A lift was put in the kitchen stairs to assist 
disabled parishioners in reaching the guild 
room, parish hall, and chapel. Vestry 
member, Mary Jackson, asked that 
the vestry consider making the 
church itself accessible to the 

disabled. 


The state of the Decatur 
community was also a 
concern. In 1982 the city was 
still reeling from the strikes 
and lay-offs at various Decatur 
companies, which affected 
everyone. A Decatur minister put 
together a prayer for the local churches 

to use with their congregations. 


As a result of the turmoil from the manufacturing 
lay-offs and strikes, over 8,064 people were 
unemployed, over 1,580 people relied on Public 
Aid and food stamps, 100 people needed 
Township Relief, and at least 500 persons 
were receiving canned goods from various 
community food banks. St John's often took 
up special offerings to help various agencies 
such as the Good Samaritan Inn and St. John's 
Lutheran Northeast Community Fund. п 1982, the 
Good Samaritan Inn prepared 75 - 100 meals per 
day for all ages, races, and sexes. 


The Vestry meeting on May T7th, 1982 concerning 
the high altar would prove to have immediate 
results. The altar was originally set against the 
wall of the apse. Priests would conduct services 
looking at the wall. During the 1980s, as a result 
of liturgical changes, altars were moved, and 
the priest faced the congregation. 


The minutes recorded, "Father Hall asked the 
Vestry's permission to remove the high altar 
from the wall so as to say the mass facing 
the congregation." Objections were heard, but 
then the Vestry "adjourned to the church" and 
moved the altar forward. Although the change 
was startling to some at first, moving the altar 
was a general church trend. St. John's was 
simply following as others had already. 


O Lord, Creator of the Earth, Father-Creator 
of all people, we praise you for the glory of the 
created universe, for the bountiful earth You 
have given us as stewards, for the richness of 
the soil and elements of the climate that, when 
utilized by the cleverness and strength You 
have put into our minds and hands, produce 
bountiful harvests to feed the world. 


And for the Rich Heritage of Faith and 
Work, by which Your people in the past һауе 
produced her resources and blessings that we 
have inherited, we are grateful. We dwell in 
cities that we have not built, and drink of wells 
that we did not dig, and eat of vines that we 
did not plant. 


Despite the Richness of the Blessings and 
the Abundance of Your Gifts, O God, we 


A PRAYER FOR DECATUR 


have come now into a time of discontent and 
deprivation, a timewhen optimism has yielded 
to pessimism in the hearts of many, a time in 
which work is not available to many who want 


it, and want (and fear of want) haunt us. 


We Pray, O God, for a renewal of our 
dedication to use what resources we have in 
the most prudent, thrifty, productive and 
compassionate way, Let there be sensitivity 
and understanding and concern, so that those 
who have, may be willing to share with those 
who need. 


Let There Be Peace and Mutual Dedication 
on the part of those who manage the 
industries, and those whose labor keeps 


them running, Help them to see their 


mutual interdependence and how much 


- Written By A Local Decatur Minister 


they need each other. Give them a renewed 
vision of each other as partners and not 


as adversaries. 


In Every Office, Shop, Factory, School and 
Church, let there be a new spirit of confidence 
in the knowledge that You are in each place 
and will knit all our efforts together into a 
harmonious whole that will have the power 
of its united strength to accomplish such 
miracles as today’s desperation requires. 


Forgive Us, O God, For Those Times in the 
Past in which we trusted only in ourselves 
and sought to fulfill only our own purposes. 
In our humility we seek now to remember 
that “unless the Lord watches the City, the 
watchman waketh but in vain.” We trust You, 
O God; watch over our city and bless it. 


In September 1982, the vestry reported that 
Jim and Gladys Lea were leaving the parish to 
work with St. Timothy's. Since Jim Lea had been 
so helpful with home and hospital visitations, 
Father Hall requested a curate to help him. 


Rev. Lea worked with St. Timothy's mission for 
two years and then followed up on a life- 

long dream. He and his wife, Gladys, 
moved to Easton, Maryland. In 
1984, he was ordained into the 
diaconate by the Bishop of 

the Diocese of Easton. Bishop 
Sorge believed that Rev. Lea 

was doing an excellent job 

and should be given the title 

and full privileges of ordained 
deacon. From then on, Rev. Led 
was busy with helping the Bishop 
with social work, taking communion 
to the shut-ins, attending meetings on 

the bishop's behalf, and assisting the priest 
at Christ Church, St. Michael's. He also taught 
Bible classes and assisted with services. Gladys 
Lea became President of the Episcopal Church 
Women. They believed that God had led them 
to the Eastern Shore. 


"[Rev. Lea] And His Wife, 
Gladys, Moved To Easton, 
Maryland." 
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Gladys Lea died іп 1999, апа Rev. Lea died іп 2002. 
His daughter and grandchildren survived him. 
His son-in-law, an Episcopal priest, conducted 
his funeral. 


An immediate problem was found in 1982. 
“Father Hall reported that Orkin exterminators 
had found brown recluse spiders during 
their annual inspection.” Along with 
spiders, the parish constantly 
struggled with termites that 
were lovingly referred to as 
“perpetual parishioners.” 


Small building renovations 
were being completed as 
wel. The nursery had more 
insulation installed, and in 1986, 
the walls had murals painted on 
them by a talented parishioner, 
Shirley Kramer. 


The altar was also remodeled as a shelf was 
attached to the wall to serve as a retable to 
hold the flowers and candles. The purpose of 
the new retable was to redesign the usable area 
behind the altar since it had been moved away 
from the wall. Mr. and Mrs. William Shade worked 
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Shirley Kramer Painting Nursery, Circa 1980s 


diligently on these sanctuary and nave projects, 
crafting the new retable and, along with Mrs. 
Mabel Mountain, providing new French 

Gothic chandeliers in the nave. 

The former lounge furniture was 

moved to the southeast corner 


(( 


“Mrs. Marny Elliott 


the many who gave countless hours of service 
to St. John’s. She designed needlepoint cushions 
and kneelers and organized stitchers to make 
them. 


The gold and green kneelers for the altar rail in 
the sanctuary are the symbols of some of the 
British Isles’ Saints, and were given in memory of 
Mrs. Christine Wheal and Mrs. Margaret Banner, 
long-time faithful members of the parish. The 
stitchers included: Virginia Barnes, Rachael 
Bryant, Barbara Budde, Ettie Cooling, Judy 
Ellison, Dale Elliott, Kate Jackson, Mary Jackson, 
Karen Johnson, Sue Kramer, Gladys Lea, Connie 
Oakes, Mary Peters, Elizabeth Reynolds Tibbetts, 
Barbara Shade, Pauline Smith, and Joyce Zapf. 
The Right Reverend Donald M. Hultstrand, Bishop 
of Springfield, dedicated them on Palm Sunday, 
April 4th, 1982. Pamphlets were prepared for 
the congregation to explain the symbols of the 
Saints depicted in the needlepoint kneelers and 
symbols stenciled on the walls of the sanctuary. 


Several years later, when the church lounge 
was converted into a chapel, most of the same 
stitchers helped to make another set of royal 
blue needlepoint kneelers, commemorating 
church year festivals. Mrs. Pauline Smith gave 
these in memory of her husband, Elbert. Pictures 
of the kneelers are at the end of this chapter. 


Mrs. Elliott also embroidered The Eagle banner, 
used in processions, taking the design from the 
nave stained glass window, as well as designing 
and embroidering two white stoles and a 
chalice veil with wheat and grapes. She 
used the ancient techniques of silk 
and gold embroidery taught at 

the Royal School of Needlework 


of the parish hall for use by alll. in London. 

Mrs. Mountain also provided Added immeasurably To 

for spot tuck-pointing outside The Beauty Of The Church . T 2. 
the church and а piano for ougherty, 31, assumed duties 
use with the children’s choirs. And Stood Out Among The as curate. He was a graduate 
Many projects that enhanced Many Who Gave Countless of Nashotah House Seminary 
the beauty of the church were Hours Of Service To St. in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin and 
created and completed during John's." ordained a deacon in St. Paul's 


Father Hall's tenure. 


Mrs. Marny Elliott added immeasurably to 
the beauty of the church and stood out among 
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Cathedral in Fond Du Lac. He was 

ordained a priest in December 1983 

in Decatur. Father Dougherty, a Michigan 
native, had a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
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Father Dougherty (Seated In Right Corner) Supporting Youth Group, Circa 1980s 


Sociology from the University of Michigan. He 
served in the Coast Guard from 1970 to 1974. 
Th Later Father Dougherty was a social worker 

= in Detroit, Michigan. Не brought his wife, Mary, 


and three small children. 
Ordination 


of | 5» 
Frederick Dennis Dougherty 


ffo The Sacred Kyiesthood di 


"[Father Dougherty] Brought 
RS 
ib His Wife, Mary, And Three 
ч | а v d 


Small Children." 


A pleasant surprise was the return of Mrs. Marge 
Bowers. Mrs. Bowers and her late husband, 
Father Darwin Bowers, had raised their family 
at St. John's when he was the rector from 1960 
to 1973. The congregation was thrilled with her 


| 18 December 1983 return. 
Rev. Dougherty Ordination Bulletin, 1983 Under Father Hall's tenure, some things changed 
dramatically, and most were for the better. 
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Кеу. Dougherty, Rev. Van de Ven, Rev. Dahlin, Rev. Hall, & Rev. Truelove, 1984 


JOINT EUCHARIST PLANNED 


Revs. Robert Van de Ven and Roger Dahlin, 
pastors of First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, have invited members of St. John’s 
and St. Timothy's Episcopal churches to 
worship with them at 8 and 10:45 am. 
Sunday in a “Joint Celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist.” 


Rev. John Hall of St. John’s will speak. Van 
de Ven and Dahlin will serve as presiding 
ministers. Also participating will be Rev. 
Kenneth Truelove of St. Типо уз and Rev. 


Frederick Dougherty of St. John’s. This is the 
first time the two have shared a Communion 
service. 


This type of ecumenical service has been 
authorized and recommended as part of an 
historic dialogue between the two churches 
on the national and international level under 
way since 1969. The dialogue includes the 
Lutheran Church of America, American 
Lutheran Church and American Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. In a 1973 report, 


substantial areas of agreement among 
the churches were noted. Because of this, 
the Dialogue Commission recommended 
participating churches “mutually recognize” 
one another as true churches. 


The church bodies were also encouraged to 
participate in mutual prayer and support, 
common study of Scripture and materials of 
the Lutheran-Episcopal Dialogue and joint 
programs of religious education, theological 
discussion, evangelism and social action. 


One exception was that the guilds at St. John’s 
began to lose some of their force. The loss of 
St. Martha’s Guild was sad for all. The Eagle 
reported the news: 


It is with great affection that St. John's will 
remember the diligence and commitment 


property of St. Martha's Guild to St. Francis 
Guild. St. Francis Guild will take on the project 
of making scuffies and selling them through 
the New York Women's Exchange. St. John's 
appreciates the work that St. Martha's has 
done over the years, and we will miss it. 
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of St. Martha's Guild. At the January 26th 
Annual Meeting, Ethel Pease as Secretary 
and Treasurer of the guild presented a 
report to the parish, which transferred all the 
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St. Martha’s Guild begun in 1889, revitalized in the 
1920s, and faithful in its service for many years, 
was reluctantly allowed to end, and all property 
was given to St. Francis Guild on June 30th, 1985. 


Along with Ethel Pease, four remaining members 
signed the transfer papers - Eleanor McMillen, 
Valette Barnes, Annie Stoune, and Mary Merris. 
St. Francis, accepting the charge of St. Martha’s, 
was then St. John's only guild. 


St. John's Guild was also in the same situation as 
the ladies who had so faithfully attended were 
now older and unable to continue their work as 
before. The ladies did not have a specific final 
“OF event, as did St. Martha’s, but eventually, their 


на — ^ 


meetings were just lunches with their honored 
guest, Father Hall. 


On June 3rd, 1984, St. John's Sunday School 
had a balloon launch to commemorate the 
Ascension of Jesus. Many red balloons were 
prepared, and the congregation met in St. 
Mary's garden to release them. They received 
several letters in the mail the following week 
from people nearly 100 miles away. One letter 
writer revealed that the balloon had been found 
on her 52nd wedding anniversary. 


Marny Elliott With Banner, 1980s 
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“On June 3rd, 1984, St. John's 
Sunday School Had A Balloon 
St. Mary's Garden, 1980s Launch To Commemorate 
The Ascension Of Jesus." 


THIS BALLOON WAS RELEASED BY 
MARTIN Бесг07у у In July of that same year, St. John’s retained 
the services of a new curate, Father James 
ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH Brooks-McDonald, who came as a part-time 
Ru os deacon after Rev. Dougherty left. He held a 
posed xp o a Eee Bachelor's Degree from Kenyon College and a 
= 2... 2. of Master's degree from the University of Chicago. 
In addition, he had a degree from McCormick 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST Seminary in Chicago. 


He assisted the high school youth group, 
; Ichthus. One of their first projects was to offer a 
Balloon Release, 1980s Halloween dance in the parish hall. 
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WORSHIP IN THE 19805 


\ 


Curlin Wedding 
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WORSHIP IN THE 19805, CONTINUED 


High Altar 
ren рт 
cus Е 


Procession Choir 
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THE ORDINATION 
OF 
James Brooks-McDonald 
to the 
Sacred Order of Priests 


St. John’s Episcopal Church 


Brooks-McDonald Ordination, 1984 


He became a friend to the Greek Orthodox 
Church by assisting with pastoral care and 
sharing in Easter Services when it was possible. 
He eventually split his time between St. John’s, 
St. Luke’s in Springfield, Illinois, and The Church 
of the Holy Trinity in Danville, Illinois. 


In January of 1988, Rev. Brooks- 
McDonald became the part-time 
vicar of St. Luke’s in Springfield, 
Illinois. St Luke's received 
three-fifths of his time and St. 


с 


Rev. James Brooks-McDonald, Circa 1986 


chests, and swell were also purchased. The 

repair work was intentended to make the sound 

of the organ clearer and blend for a better 

sound. Around the same time, a cymblestern 

was purchased and installed in honor of Mrs. 
Valette Barnes’ 90th Birthday. 


Mrs. Barnes had many ties with St. 
John’s. Her grandfather was Mr. 
Jasper Peddecord, who owned 
Decatur Furniture, the company 
which had made the pews in 


John's two-fifths. At St. John's, “Патев Brooks-McDonald] the 1892 church to Architect 
he preached once a month, А А Starbuck's specifications. In 
called on the ill and the shut- Assisted The High School 1917, she had celebrated her 


ins, taught the young people, 
prepared the newsletter, 
The Eagle, and celebrated the 
Eucharist every other Saturday 
morning. 


The decision was made to update the organ in 
1984. The proposed cost was $45,000. In 1987, 
the organ was finally finished. Many of the pipes 
were replaced or rebuilt. A new console, great 
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Youth Group, Ichthus.” 


marriage to Dr. Wiliam Barnes 

Jr. in the church. St. John's was 

also the place of her parents’ 

wedding in 1895 and her daughter's 
in 1948. 


The Н.А. Howell Company of Dixon, Illinois, 
completed the  organ's renovation, and 
volunteers from the congregation assisted in 
the physical details to prepare the chamber. 


O gan 
e Dedication 


Recital 
N 
| сауду 


FAGO 

4:00 pm 

Sunday, March 1, 1987 

ІІ St: Johns Episopal. 
| Chur 


Organ Re-Dedication Recital, 1987 


The newly rebuilt organ now had 26 ranks of 
pipes, with approximately half from the older 
organ. It was first used on Christmas Eve of 1986 
and was dedicated on March Ist, 1987. Dr. Gary 
Zwicky played the Rededication Concert. Father 
Hall arranged with H. A. Howell Company to 
supply St. John's with a new wooden 

reredos that matched the wood 
of the organ and replaced the 
reredos curtains. Mrs. Annie 
Stoune donated the carved 
wooden panel in memory of 

her husband, William. 


St John's parishioners were 
aware of needs beyond the 
physical facility and began to 
give support to several students 
who attended seminary. The church 
supported Connor Haynes in the early 
1980s. 


The Rev. J. Connor Haynes graduated from 
Illinois College with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
History. He received the Master of Divinity degree 
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“The H. A. Howell Company 
Of Dixon, Illinois, Comp leted In 
The Organs Renovation..." 


Rev. J. Connor Haynes, 2020 


from Nashotah House Seminary in Wisconsin. As 
a deacon, he was ordained priest in 1986, and 
served in the Diocese of Springfield, Illinois. 


In 1996, he was called to St. Mary's Episcopal 
Church іп Burlington, New Jersey. By 2020, he had 
served 24 years with that parish. Father 
Haynes and his wife, Christy, had six 
children and three grandchildren. 
Aside from his vocation as a 
priest, his interests included 
history, music, and, of course, 
family. 


1988, St John's assisted 
Mr. Chuck Kramer, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Tom Kramer, and 
recommended him for the 
priesthood. The parishioners 

assisted four other seminarians as 
well. 


Chuck Kramer, the fifth of Tom and Sue Kramer's 
six children, grew up at St. John's. The Kramer 
family was very active at St. John's, and several 
still attended in 2020. 


BACK TO BUSINESS 1979-1989 49] 
EES SS ee 2 


When Father Kramer was a senior in high school, 
he talked with Rev. Hall about the priesthood. 
Father Hall gave him an amazing piece of 
advice and essentially said, “Go to college. 
Study anything you want that’s not religion. 
Then when you graduate, come back and 
see me." 


Following Father Hal's advice, 
Chuck Kramer studied German 
and Journalism at Indiana 
University, and studied in 
Germany. He earned a Master 

of Arts for Teaching at Indiana 
University before | moving 
to New York City to attend 
General Theological Seminary. 
Father Kramer graduated and 
was ordained deacon and priest in 
1990 by the Diocese of New York. 


He served in New York State and North Carolina. 
While in Peekskill, New York, he met and married 
Elizabeth Granados, a social worker. Their family 
later included three grown sons. In 1997, he and 
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“Father Kramer Served At St. 

James [Hyde Park, New York] 

For 23 Years, And Retired In 
2021.” 


Liz returned to Hyde Park, New York, where Father 
Kramer became rector of St. James Episcopal 
Church. 


St Jame’s Episcopal Church was President 
Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt's Congregation, 
where FDR served as senior warden. 
The Roosevelts returned for services 

when in Hyde Park, New York. 


Father Kramer served ot St. 
James for 23 years, and retired 
in 2021. During his tenure as a 
priest, he was heavily involved 
with social issues. 


He belonged to the Diocese 
of New  Yorks  Reparations 
Committee, examining the slavery 
history of New York. It's little known 
that New York City was a sympathizer 
with the south during the Civil War because 
Wall Street profited from slavery. He gave many 
lectures and authored a play about the state's 
role in slavery. The play was performed all over 
the diocese. 


Father Hall, Kay, & Grandchildren, 2019 


He was involved with Rural and Migrant 
Ministries. The St. James congregation operated 
a Community Garden which provided produce 
to the food pantry. He started an after-school 
reading program, which was in its 17th year 
in 2020. One year the principal came 

to a church service to tell the 
congregation that it was possibly 
the most successful program 
they'd ever had for getting kids 


(( 


up brass band. Не also fondly remembered 
being a part of Happening, acolyting, and the 
York Club. There was some mention of cutting 
Sunday School in his younger days to go to the 
gas station for sodas, and looking forward to 
the haunted houses in St. John’s undercroft. 


St. John’s has always been proud of the 
seminarians the congregation has supported 
and their role in the Episcopal Church. 


In 1986, the Vestry reported several car break-ins 
around the church during services. The ushers 
were given the duty to patrol the parking lots 
and monitor any suspicious activity. The vestry 
decided to contact Antioch Missionary Baptist 
Church located in the former Congregational 
Church to see if they were having the same 
problems. 


In July of 1988, the local paper asked several 
church leaders how they were doing. Father Hall, 
who had been at St. John’s for eight years, said 
St. John's was doing well. He stated about 200 
of the 600 members attended each Sunday. 
“We have a very stable congregation,” said 
The Rev. John Hall. "It's stable, but it has gotten 
considerably younger." 


In January of 1989, the parish surprised Father 
Hall with Evensong and a party celebrating 
his 25th anniversary of ordination. The church 
presented him with 1500 one-dollar bills 

that Father Hall used to purchase 
two memorial clocks for the 
rectory. Father Hall was thanked 

for bringing several strengths 


to fall in love with reading. "Soon After The Service, to St. John's, including beautiful 
Parishioners Learned That and historic worship, the art of 

He 22. іп Е ски Both Father John Hall And compromise, and true respect 

series of Historic Graveyar 

Tours where actors ae Father James Would Be ee 

people buried in St. James Ending Their Service To Soon after the service, 

graveyard and tell their stories. St. Johns." parishioners learned that both 


His hobbies included writing, 
playing music (tuba), and playing 
hockey (right-wing). 


One of his fondest life experiences was serving 
at the St. Peter's altar in Peekskill, New York, with 
Desmond Tutu. St. John's memories included 
playing his tuba at a parish picnic with a pick- 


Father John Hall and Father James 

would be ending their service to St. 

John's. In 2020, Father James McDonald 

was using his myriad talents to serve as Priest 

in St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, Schenectady, 
New York. 


While in Decatur, Father Hall had served on the 
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Boards of the James Millikin Homestead, the 
Powers Lane Historic Preservation Society, the 
Congregations of the Decatur Area, and the 
Decatur Area Habitat for Humanity. As Father 
Hall left, the healing he worked so diligently 
to achieve was spiritually apparent in the 
congregation. The parish had met many goals, 
and finding a new priest would, for the first time 
in recent memory, follow with a happy ending 
as Father Hall had been elected as Dean of the 
Trinity Cathedral in Davenport, lowa. 


The Very Rev. Dr. John Hall remained as Dean 
of Davenport's Trinity Episcopal Cathedral for 
16 years. 


Trinity Cathedral is the historic cathedral of the 
Episcopal Diocese of lowa. The cornerstone of the 
cathedral was laid in 1867, and it opened 

for initial services in 1873. Father Halll 

achieved many milestones while 
dean. Under his leadership, 
the Haines Parish House was 
built, the new spire and bell 
tower was erected, the new 
children's chapel was built, 
Positive Parenting at Trinity 
day care and preschool was 
established, many memorial 
windows were installed, the 
Cathedral sanctuary was 
refurbished, and the Wolff tracker 
pipe organ was renovated. 


He had a busy life in Davenport, lowa, while 
dean. He was the former President of the Board 
of Directors of Churches United of the Quad- 
Cities, served on the Vera French Foundation 
board, the Marriage and Family Counseling 
board, St. Luke’s Hospital Board of Trustees, 
and Yom Hashoa Committee for the Jewish 
Holocaust Remembrance. He served on the 
Episcopal Diocese of lowa standing committee, 
diocesan council, and the finance committee. 
He and his wife, Kay, raised five children and 
were blessed with several grandchildren. He 
retired in 2005 and the Halls continued to live in 
Davenport, lowa. 


After the departure of both of the church's 
priests, the Bishop met with the Vestry to begin 
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"After Complimenting He 
The Resources And The 
Build ing, He Suggested That 
St. Johns Parishioners Would 
Do Well To Think About 
Revitalizing The Church's 
Spiritual Side." 


the search process for a new priest. Times in the 
national church had changed. Now churches 
were encouraged to hire interim rectors to give 
parishes time to look for someone who could 
indeed lead the parish through the difficult time 
of calling a new rector. These special rectors 
had skills that enabled them to lead, evaluate, 
and help churches focus their own goals while 
searching. 


The Vestry decided to immediately hire an 
interimrector andthen beginthe search process. 
After reviewing several applications, the Vestry 
called the Rev. Robert H. Hutchinson. He had 
served in churches in Pennsylvania and Kansas 
and had been nominated for Bishop Coadjutor 
in Arizona. Father Hutchinson graduated from 
the University of Pennsylvania with a Bachelor's 
degree in Literature. He later received a 
Masters degree from Philadelphia 
Divinity School and was ordained 
as an Episcopal Priest in 1960. 
served ав an interim 
priest in many parishes in 
Pennsylvania, Kansas, Arizona, 
and Illinois. On September 10th, 
1989, a welcoming reception 
was held for Father and Mrs. 
Hutchison after the 9:30 a.m. 
service. 


True to what an interim priest 

should do, Father Hutchinson did not 

start any new programs. However, he did 

keep the parish stable during the transition of 

searching for a new Rector. Interim rectors are 

required to prepare several reports, and he did 

a commendable job of that. He made several 
observations about St. John’s: 


The current leadership of the parish is quite 
capable. The parish is in excellent financial 
shape. The physical facilities are adequate and 
well maintained. The location in central Decatur 
is excellent, and parking is quite adequate. 
None of the obvious handicaps that hamper so 
many churches are present in St. John's. 


After complimenting the resources and 
the building, he suggested that St. John’s 
parishioners would do well to think about 


revitalizing the church's spiritual side to match 
the positive physical features. However, the 
majority of Father Hutchinson's report was 
upbeat and optimistic and gave the new rector 
coming to St. John’s a place to begin. 


The Search Committee considered 
Hutchinson’s comments when developing their 
own goals from parishioners’ surveys. The 
Committee searched for someone 

similar to Father Hall, who was 
an “unobtrusive leader of our 
worship - not а performer.” 
They wanted а priest who 
could be “a pastor of the 


willing to search for just the right priest. 


Rev. Hutchinson felt that the biggest opportunity 
could be summed up as “St. John’s is about half 
the parish it once was, and about half the parish 
it needs to become.” He felt that St John’s future 
always laid in quality worship, preaching, and 
pastoral care. Quality worship was the bottom 
line. He believed that the real hope for the 
future at St. John’s was in Evangelism 
and Ministry of Lay Persons. He 
suggested the first step was 

improved adult education. 


He served at St. John’s from 


church, direct the spiritual life “Your Future Should Be Very September 1989 to May of 
of the church, and establish Bright. Now, With Your New Hae 2. Father 
ui: Hutchinson ha een d great 

the lay ministry framework of |" 9 
i 4 Rector, Make It Happen! helo to St. John’s, and the 


the parish.” This person should 

be someone who could bring 

the congregation into a closer 

relationship with Christ, being a person 

of spiritual depth, strength, commitment, 

and openness. Based on the parishioners’ 
surveys, they also wanted a well-educated 
rector who could accept various opinions. They 
sought to have the priest lead them in activities, 
but they wanted the church duties to be spread 
mutually throughout the congregation. The 
search committee had set high goals and was 


parishioners remembered him 

fondly. When he left St. John’s, he 

served brief terms at several other 

churches. He died at 82 in 2015. He was 

survived by two sons and his grandchildren. 

Services were held at St. Stephen's Episcopal 
Church, Wichita, Kansas. 


His final words to the St. John’s congregation 
were, “Your future should be very bright. Now, 
with your new Rector, make it happen!” 
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By The Very Rev. Robert D. Harmon 


Macon County was established in 1829, at 
a time that Decatur was little more than a 
village with a population of about 800 
people. It was a collection of crude homes 
and a few little stores on dirt streets, 
bounded by Wood, Prairie, Church and 
Water streets. Church Street was so named 
because a couple of small protestant 
meeting-houses had been built there. 

By the middle of the 19th Century, 
Decatur had hardly grown in size, but the 
population was more settled. A bank had 
been established and the Presbyterian and 
Roman Catholic churches were among the 
more substantial structures. 

In the early 1850’s there were several 
Episcopal residents of Decatur who met 
somewhat regularly in each other’s homes 
and who desired to establish a parish. By 
1855, their number was sufficient to petition 
the Bishop of Illinois to that end; and, on 
September 10 of that year, fifteen men and 
women signed the Articles of Organization 
in accordance with the canons of the Diocese 
of Illinois: 

‘We whose names are hereunto 
affixed, deeply sensible of the 
truth of the Christian religion and 
earnestly desirous of promoting its 
holy influence in our own hearts, 
and in those of our families and 
neighbors, do hereby associate 
ourselves under the name of Saint 
Johns Parish, in communion with 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of American and 
the Diocese of Illinois, the autho- 
rity of whose Constitution and can- 
nons we do hereby recognize and 
to whose liturgy and mode of wor- 
ship we promise conformity.’’ 

The new parish called the Rev. Stephen R. 


Shown on page one, St. John’s first church building 
had just been moved to its new location east of the 
new, as yet unfinished church when this photograph 
was taken November 28, 1890. 


Meee сту сө dae m 


This article was adap- 
ted from a brief history of 
St. John’s parish which 
was written in 1973 by 
The Very Rev. Robert 
Dale Harmon while he 
served as curate at St. 
John’s. Since 1974 he has 
been vicar of Trinity 
Church, Mt. Vernon. Fa- 
ther Harmon also is Dean 
of the Eastern Deanery. 


Child to be their first rector; and, the first 
service was held in November. Child, un- 
fortunately, died before the second service 
could be held. It took two years to find 
another rector. In 1857 the Rev. William 
Bostick was called, by which time the 
communicants numbered 22. 

With this increase in their number, the 
small congregation began to use a room 
made available in the Masonic Hall. The 
room had to be shared with other church 
groups; Episcopal services were held at one 
o’clock on Sunday afternoons. The group 
frequently had to wait in the hall if the 
previous service was overlong. On one 
occasion, when a preacher was especially 
long-winded and paid no heed to the 
impatient Episcopalians who peeked 
through the door, Father Bostick, vested in 
cassock, surplice and stole, walked in and 
stood quietly in a corner. The preacher 
pounded his pulpit and shouted, ‘АП right! 
The rest of you come on in with your 
preacher!’’ 

Chants and hymns had to be sung without 
musical accompaniment, so one of the con- 
gregation was appointed to be the ‘‘pitcher’’ 
to start the singing. Finally, a melodean was 
acquired and the pitcher could retire. 

Also that year, St. John’s presented its 
first confirmands. Bishop Whitehouse made 
the trip from Chicago to confirm about a 
half-dozen people. As there never had been 
a bishop in Decatur before the congregation 
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was asked if non-churchmen could attend to 
see the bishop, his vestments and the 
ceremony. Aware of a potentially large 
attendance, permission was obtained to use 
the Methodist meeting-house, on the site of 
the present First National Bank. Contem- 
porary accounts record an overflow crowd. 
Thereafter, the parish rented а гоот ароуе а 
store on North Water Street to use for 
services. 

In 1858, the vestry determined to build a 
church and authorized a structure to cost 
"not less than $1500." This was a most 
ambitious project, made possible, in part, 
with aid from freinds of the rector in the 
East. The church was built on the west side 
of North Water Street, between Eldorado 
and North Streets. 

The first Episcopal church in Decatur 
caused a great deal of controversy. It soon 
was discovered the plans for the small 
wooden Gothic Revival church called for two 
crosses on the gables. It would be the first 
church in Decatur with a cross on the 
exterior. Most Decatur citizens agreed that 
the decorations were ‘‘Romish’’ and didn’t 
hesitate to tell the parish so. 

The eucharistic vessels for the new 
building were presented to St. John’s by St. 
Mark’s in New Britain, Conn., and 30 prayer 
books were given by the Prayer Book and 
Tract Society of New York. Unlike many 
Episcopal parishes building at this time, St. 
John’s decided there would be no pew rent. 

The parish had barely moved into the new 
church when they caused more controversy 
in the community. Mass was celebrated on 
Christmas Day in 1858, the first time 
Christmas had been observed as a Holy Day 
by any church group in Decatur, another in- 
novation called ‘‘popish’’ by the population. 
A children’s Christmas Tree was decorated 
in the nave, the first time a Christmas tree 
appeared in Decatur. 

The economic situation of the town and 
parish improved after 1860 with the coming 
of two railroads, the Great Western and the 
Illinois Central, and the improved finances 


of the parish allowed for the final payment of 
the mortgage in 1861. An attempt to raise 
money by charging pew rental had been 
tried in 1859, but after two years the attempt 
was abandoned with the hearty approval of 
Bishop Whitehouse, a staunch opponent of 
the practive of renting pews. Provision was 
made, however, to allow families to 
"furnish" the pews in which they were 
accustomed to sit as they desired. In 1862 
the bishop made another trip to Decatur to 
consecrate the church in adriving December 
snowstorm. 
An anonymous historian writes of the life 

of the young parish, 

“Тһе building thus consecrated 

stood on North Water Street and 

in time a rectory was built just 

north of it. For over 30 years it was 

the center of Parish life, where 

were administered baptisms, con- 

firmations, and communions, wed- 

dings and funerals, according to 

the Rites and Ceremonies by which 

the Prayer Book puts those who 

use it into touch with the dignity 

and beauty and strength of the 

Holy Catholic Church throughout 

the world.’’ 

The rectory mentioned was built in 1863, 

in the same year as the founding of the 
‘‘Рета!е Church School,” also referred to 


Ex 


St. John’s building at Church and Eldorado Streets 
while under construction in November, 1890. The bell 
tower has yet to be added. 
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as the ''Decatur Seminary.’’ Little is 
recorded of this school except that it was in 
operation for less than a decade. 

With the financial burden of a new rectory 
and school, the controversy over pew rental 
broke out again, with the vestry finally 
resolving that ''all seats in this church are 
and shall be free.” 

In 1867 a chapel was founded by St. 
John's parish. The ‘‘House of Prayer,” as it 
was called, was located one mile north of the 
city limits. It was the eastern part of 
Decatur, however, that began to grow with 
the coming of a steel rolling mill. Chapel 
programs were moved to the north-west 
corner of Eldorado and Witt Streets in 
December, 1879, when the ‘‘Rolling Mill 
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A Celtic Cross in Decatur's Greenwood 
marks ground consecrated ‘‘for the express purpose 
of the interment of the members and communicants of 
St. John's church.” The lots were donated in 1899 by 
Parish Warden L. Burrows and his wife. 


Mission’’ was purchased from the Baptists 
and remodeled and furnished. 

Delegates from St. John’s were active in 
the Convention of 1877 that organized the 
Diocese of Springfield. It was a delegate 
from Decatur who nominated George 
Seymore who became the First Bishop of 
Springfield. 

In 1886 the chapel founded by St. John’s 
was purchased by the Diocese and became a 
mission with its own vicar. The steel mill 
having moved to Kansas City, the chapel 
again had become known as the ‘‘House of 
Prayer’’. The bishop often preached there 
during his visits to the city and the rector 
had held services regularly at the chapel on 
Sunday afternoons. The mission was re- 
ceived into the diocese as Grace Mission, 
changing its name in 1896 to St. Michael and 
All Angels. After the turn of the century the 
mission becam dormant, and the Bishop’s 
Committee sold the property in 1909 for 
$10,000, giving the money for the work of 
the Church on the campus of the University 
of Illinois. 

In 1884 the first pipe organ in Decatur was 
installed at St. John's at a cost of $1800. 

As Decatur continued to grow, so did the 
parish. Parish organizations were begun in 
the last quarter of the 19th century. The 
Ladies Aid Society was founded in 1873, to 
be reorganized as St. John's Episcopal 
Churchwomen in 1906. St. Martha's Chap- 
ter was organized in 1889 and St. John's in 
1896. The men organized the Brotherhood of 
St. Andrew in 1890. Decatur was scandal- 
ized by the Episcopalians once again when 
the Brotherhood voted to allow women to 
attend some of their meetings and to allow 
smoking during meetings. 

The activities and size of the parish by the 
last decate of the century almost demanded 
anew building. After his episcopal visitation 
on March 30, 1890, Bishop Seymore praised 
the parish for its growth and noted in his 
personal record of his visitations, 

“Уе rejoiced to see so many; we 
would that it were always so in 
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St. John’s new building was consecrated May 6, 1912, 
by The Rt. Rev. Edward William Osborne, Bishop of 
every parish and mission. The 
need for a new church is demon- 
strated by the fact that the 
structure will not hold the con- 

gregation.”’ 

The need for a new church building had 
been emphasized by the rector for several 
years. In 1888 two laymen had purchased 
several lots at the corner of Church and 
Eldorado streets for $5,000, informing the 
vestry that they would hold the property and 
offer it at cost when the congregation was 
ready to build. 


—— 2... 


е soon after the last of the morthgage was 
paid. 

The decision to build was made shortly 
after the bishop’s visit with construction 
beginning in late 1890. Henry F. Starbuck of 
Chicago was chosen as the architect the 
design that he submitted, іп а style 
combining Early english and Decorated 
Gothic to be built of Wisconsin red sand- 
stone, was approved. 

In one of the most elaborate ceremonies 
Decatur had yet seen, the cornerstone was 
laid on September 23, 1890. In the 
cornerstone were placed a Bible, a copy of 
the new Book of Common Prayer of 1889, a 
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Hymnal, copies of the Canons of the 
diocese, church and city newspapers, the 
order of the service of the day, the names of 
the persons involved in the building 
program and a brief parish history. 

In 1891 the original wooden church was 
moved from its site on Water Street to be 
placed just east of the new building and the 
lot was sold to help pay for the church. The 
new structure cost $25,000; and lot and 
furnishings brought the total cost to 
$43,500. 

During Easter Week of 1892, the con- 
gregation moved into the new church, 
described in a news report as ''one of the 
most impressive in central Illinois.” In only 
37 years since its founding, the parish had 
grown from the original 15 communicants to 
250. The building program certainly was an 
act of faith, for it would be another 20 years 
before the building would be free of debt. 

In 1899 an area of several lots in 


Greenwood Cemetery was purchased and 


= 


erected in the center of the area, after the 
ground was consecrated and named ‘‘God’s 
Acre." The ground was given ''for the 
burial of communicants of the parish."' 
Despite the generosity of some of the 
families of the parish, St. John's ex- 
perienced serious financial difficulties as 
the 20th Century began. The 50th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the parish was 
observed September 17, 1905, with the debt 


MN 


for the new church still unpaid; but the debt . 


did not daunt the spirit of the ''Jubilee 
Celebration.”’ 

The mortgage finnaly was paid in 1912, 
and, on May 6, the Feast of St. John by the 
Latin Gate, the church was consecrated by 
Bishop William Osborn. In 1913 a house on 
North Street was purchased and became the 
rectory. 

Through these years the parish remained 
very active as a part of the community. In 
1915 St. John’s sponsored a ‘‘city-wide’’ 
mission for the purpose of ''speading the 
Gospel іп thecity.'' The rector of the Bloom- 


Members of St. John's Church School posed for a group photograph іп June, 1954. 
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ington parish, a well-known preacher, was 
asked to conduct the series of services. It 
was discovered the dates chosen were just 
before a city election. Just before the 
mission began, a scarlet fever epidemic 
spread around thecity. The mission opened, 
however, and, despite the hotly-contested 
election and the quarantine, crowds were 
overflowing. The newspaper called the 
closing service of the mission ‘‘the most im- 
pressive ever held by any church іп 
Decatur.’’ 

In 1916 a day nursery was founded by St. 
John's under the leadership of Mrs. T.J. 
Prentice, Mrs. W.P. Shade and Mrs. 
William Barnes, to care for children of 
working parents and provide pre-school 
education, a new concept in education for 
Decatur. The nursery continued at the 
parish church for several years and then 
became the Decatur Day Nursery, which 
still operates under that name. 

A major $1,000 redecorating project was 
initiated in 1919 during which the present 
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tiled floor and marble steps of the choir and 
sanctuary were installed. 

As the Brotherhood of St. Andrew had 
become inactive, a new Men’s Club was 
begun in 1921. The Club initiated a series of 
seminars on current subjects of interest, to 
which the city was invited, again voting 
formally to allow the attendance of women 
and smoking. The first series of meetings 
dealt with ‘‘The Relationship of Employer to 
Employee,’’ ‘‘The Panama Canal (Steriop- 
tican views exhibited),’’ and ‘‘The Decatur 
Dam’’. 

Also in the 1920’s, the former Sanctuary 
Chapter became the Altar Guild and a 
Crucifer’s Chapter, forerunner of the Order 
of St. Vincent for Acolytes, was established. 
To encourage the attendance and participa- 
tion of more communicants, the annual 
parish meetings were held following Mass 
on Sunday. In 1924 both St. Francis’ Guild 
and the Girls Friendly Society were begun. 

As communicant strength grew, so did 
the budget. At the turn of the century the 
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The St. John’s Choir in 1913 consisted of, left to right, 
top row, Clarence W. Smith, E.B. Hitchcock and 
Wilbur Downing; second row, Ralph Veech, Clarence 
Stires, Edward Evans, William Parke and Ben 
parish numbered 250 with a budget of less 
than $3,000. By 1945 the communicant 
strength was over 400 and the budget over 
$11,800. In that year the next major addition 
to the church, the present altar and dossal, 
were given by her children in memory of 
Sophia Shade. 

Both increased parish activities and 
Church School attendance caused the 
purchase of a house north of the church in 
1946. A Men and Boy’s Choir, the first in 
Decatur, was organized; their first public 
concert was given in Fairview Park. 1946 
also was the first year that the parish was 


McLaughlin; and, bottom row, Claude Quickel, 
William Stires, Kenneth Downing, Charles Mitchell, 
Edward Meek [chorister], Ebert Mueller, Russell 
Davis, Hugh Housum, Jr. and Robert Caldwell. 
served by two priests. 

In 1947 the parish women began a 
"clothing room’’ in the basement of the 
church for the sale of used clothing, and a 
second house was purchased next to the first 
and remodeled to provide for both Church 
School use and office space. 

With almost 450 communicants, the 
parish began planning in 1949 for a new 
Parish Hall. The addition, which provided 
Church School classrooms, large meeting 
hall and a kitchen, was completed in 1955. 

St. John's observed its centennial year in 
1955 with activities throughout the year 
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St. John’ snew bullding was described as ‘‘thirteenth- 
century Gothic, built of variegated red sandstone 
from Wisconsin, 120 feet in length and 40 feet in 
width, not including the tower. The tower was 65 feet 
high in stone, with a parapet of copper 8 feet high and 


Е. 


slate roof, making the total height about 100 feet, 
surmounted by a copper cross 8 feet high.” The slate 
roof later was removed when it suffered weather 
damage. 
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The interior of the new church as It appeared after a a tiled floor and marble steps for the choir and 
1919 remodeling project which included installation of sanctuary until the mid-1940's. 
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highlighting the history of the parish. Since 
its beginning in 1855, the parish had grown 
to over 500 communicants; almost a dozen 
parish organizations were functioning; and, 
the parish had one of the finest church 
plants in the city. 

А special Octave Celebration of the 
centennial began on May 6, a feast of the 
parish’s patron saint, with three services for 
a Parish Corporate Communion. During the 
octave a barbecue and square dance were 
held, a Choral Eucharist of Solemn Thanks- 
giving was celebrated by Bishop Asa 
Clough, a General Requiem was celebrated 
for the repose of former rectors of the parish 
and bishops of the diocese, and the 
Churchwomen met for Corporate Com- 
munion and a breakfast. The octave closed 
with a Solemn Choral Evensong to which the 
city was invited in thanksgiving for the life of 
St. John’s in Decatur. 

The fifth women’s organization, of the 
parish, St. Mary’s Guild, was reactivated in 
1960. 

In 1961 additional property was acquired 
and renovation of the nave completed. A 
parking lot on the corner of Cerro Gordo and 
Eldorado Streets was given to the parish by 
Harvey Firestone, Jr., as a thank offering 
on the anniversary of his marriage, which 


St. Anne's Guild was active by 1945 ‘‘to endeavor to 
make the Christian religion vital in the minds and 
hearts of junior and senior high school girls.” Right to 
left were Gloria Galley, Ann Temper, Mary Merris, 
unknown, Mary Smith and Deonne Mann. 


St. Martha's Gulld has been active In the parish since 
1889. During the 1940's members were engaged in 
Red Cross sewing, hospital sewing and altar work. 


had been held at St. John's. He and his wife 
previously had given the parish a beautiful 
pair of 16th Century silver Salisbury candle- 
sticks, which are used as the Eucharistic 
lights on the altar. A new rectory on 
Edgewood Court was purchased. The brick 
house east of the church, which had been 
used as the rectory, was named St. Mary's 
Hall and remodeled to provide for office 
space on the first floor and a curate's apart- 
ment on the second. 

The next major addition to the church was 
in 1970, when a $320,000 building program 
resulted in the redecoration of the nave and 
sanctuary, the addition to the Parish Hall of 
the present lounge and new classrooms on 
the north and the addition of the cloister at 
the entrance of the church. During this 
renovation, the original church building of 
1858, which had been immediately adjacent 
to the east of the sanctuary, was demolish- 
ed. In the years following 1892 it had been 
used at various times as a chapel, 
gymansium, guild hall and all-purpose 
room. 
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There is no way to number those whose 
lives have been nourished in the 125 years of 
the parish’s life and ministry. In marriages 
and burials, in baptisms and confirmations, 
іп visitations and sick communions, іп 
seasonal observances and daily masses, in 
youth classes and activities, in guild 
meetings and social activities, in steward- 
ship of time, talent, and resources, and in its 
witness to the larger community, St. John’s 
continues to be ‘‘deeply sensible of the truth 
of the Christian religion and earnestlv 


It still is in use. 


n the 
membory of Mrs. Sophia B. Shade by her children, 
Mrs. M.W. Colby, Mrs. M.E. Rose and L.W. Shade. 


desirous of promoting its holy influence in 
our own hearts and in those of our families 
and neighbors.”’ 


St. Francis’ Guild maintained a Welfare Room, or 
**clothing room", in the church basement in the latter 
1940's for the sale of used clothing. Mrs. William 
Weidemeyer was Guild president and assisted in 
operation of the service. 


Construction was started on the first phase of the new 
parish hall immediately north of the church and it was 
completed in 1955, the parish's centennial year. 


[N 
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The following priests have served as 
rectors of St. John’s during the parish’s 


125 years of service: 


1855 
1857-1859 
1859-1860 
1860-1866 
1866 
1866-1869 
1870-1871 
1872-1875 
1876-1879 
1879-1886 
1888-1889 
1889-1893 
1894-1898 
1898-1900 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Stephen R. Child (one month) 
William L. Bostwick 
Edward Purdon Wright 
William M. Steel 

Silas Totten, D.D., LL.D. 
Samuel D. Pulford 

Philip McKim 

William W. DeWolf 
Stephen H. Granberry, B.D. 
Walter H. Moore 

A. Kinney Hall 
Montgomery M. Goodwin 
Frank N. Atkin 

Henry Watson Ruffner 


1900-1901 


1901-1902 
1903-1904 
1904-1906 
1906 


1906-1913 
1913-1916 
1917-1922 
1923-1926 
1927-1935 
1936-1941 
1941-1944 
1944-1954 
1954-1960 
1960-1973 
1974-1979 
1980- 


Vacant (Occasional services by Rev. 
John Tilley, Jr., Rantoul) 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Douglas C. Peabody 
Conrad R. Bimbach 
Nathaniel B. Atchison 


Rt. Rev. Edward William Osborne, 


D.D. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


(acting rector) 

George P. Hoster, D.D. 
Willard D. Stires 

David Clark Beatty 

Ray Milton Wilcox 
Stanley Allen Macdonell 
William Westley Daup 
William Rauben Francis Thomas 
Edmund Myers Ringland 
Francis C. Grey 

Darwin Bowers, D.D. 
Charles Howard Hensel 
John Liston Hall, Ph.D. 
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Bell Dedication To Honor 
Father George Evans 


The Rev. George Loring Evans, a Decatur 
native who died Sept. 29, 1979, will be 
special services on 


honored during the 
Sunday, Sept. 14, 
1980, which mark the 
parish's 125th anni- 
versary. 

St. John's new bell 
will be dedicated in 
Father Evans' mem- 
ory by The Rt. Rev. 
Albert W. Hillestad, 
Bishop of Spring- 
field. The bell was 
purchased for the 
church with contri- 
butions from Father Evans' friends and 
relatives. 

Father Evans was born in Decatur Aug. 
11, 1910, the son of John Wesley and Lucille 
Loring Evans. He graduated from the 
University of lowa in 1932 and from Nashota 
House in 1942 where he received a Master of 
Divinity Degree in 1969. He was ordained 
deacon in December, 1941, and a priest in 
June, 1942, by Bishop Spencer. 

From 1941 to 1942 he served as vicar of St. 
Mary's, Dousman, Wis., and chaplain of the 
Masonic Home. Later that year he was vicar 
of St. Luke's, Excelsior Springs, Mo. 

He served as a Navy chaplain from 1942 to 
1946 before accepting an assignment at the 
cathedral in Kansas City, Mo. In 1948 he 
was called as rector of St. Paul's, Kansas 
City, Kans., a position he held until 1954. 
The following year he became vicar of St. 
Michael and All Angels, Evansville, Ind., 
where he remained until 1964 when he was 
elected rector of St. John's in Speedway, 
Ind. Heheld that post until his retirement in 
1974. Following his retirement, he moved to 
Decatur and provided temporary assistance 
at St. John's. 

His wife, the former Thelma Williams, 
preceeded him in death. 
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Rev. Edward Holt And Mrs. Linda Holt, Circa 1990s 


fter considering many qualified 
А is the search committee 

recommended their choice to the 
Vestry who approved the recommendation 
and on April 16th, 1990, Rev. Edward James Holt 
accepted the call to become the Rector of 
St John's. Father Holt was born in Columbia, 
Tennessee in 1942. Soon thereafter, his family 
moved to Bastrop, Louisiana. Rev. Holt's 
parents were devout Presbyterians 
and his paternal grandfather 
was a Presbyterian minister. He 
attended Northeast Louisiana 
University and Бу chance 
attended an Episcopal Church 
Service during an evening with 


с 


“Оп April 16th, 1990, Rev. 
Edward James Holt Accepted 


for employment with the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (F. B. I.). Father Holt continued his 
employment with the FBI from 1969 to 1979 with 
assignments in both Tampa, Florida, and Little 
Rock, Arkansas. It was obvious though that Holt 
felt a different calling in life. 


By 1976, Father Holt began studying at the 
Seminary of the Southwest in Austin, Texas. 
The move to Texas was difficult for 

the young family, leaving Linda to 
both serve as mother and bread 
winner as Director of Medical 
Records at Holy Cross Hospital 

in Austin Texas, while he studied 

at seminary. Father Holt was 
ordained deacon in 1979 and 


the Presbyterian Canterbury The Call To Become The 
: priest on April 12th, 1980. Holt 
.. was later confirmed Rector Of St. John's" served ds а canon and priest- 


Rev. Holt married Linda soon after 

her graduation from high school and 

they decided to begin a family right away. 

He continued his college studies and also 
worked in a paper mill to support the new family. 
Later, Father Holt was employed as a Louisiana 
State Police Trooper while he continued his 
work to earn his degree. On Friday night, he 
earned his degree and then reported that 
Sunday to Washington D.C. to begin training 


Rev. Edward Holt, Circa 1990s 
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in-charge at St. Paul's Cathedral, 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, from 

1979-82, and rector of St. Mary's, El 

Dorado, Arkansas, from 1982- 90. By the time 
that Rev. Holt and Linda came to St. John's, their 


HOLT NAMED ST. JOHN'S RECTOR 


The Rev. Edward J. Holt is the new rector of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church. 


He fills the post vacated by the Rev. John Hall, who left 
last summer to become dean of Trinity Cathedral in the 
Diocese of lowa. 


Holt previously was rector of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
in El Dorado, Ariz. 


The Tennessee native received a bachelor’s degree in 
government in 1969 from Northeast Louisiana University 
and was an FBI agent for seven years before attending 


seminary. He earned his master of divinity degree in 1979 
from the Episcopal Theological Seminary of the Southwest, 
Austin, Texas. 


He was ordained a deacon that year and a priest in 1980. 


Holt’s wife, Linda, is a registered nurse who also has a 
clown ministry. The couple have two sons, Richard, 24, 
and Jim, 19. 


The Herald And Review. June 23, 1990. 


two sons, Richard and Jim were grown and had 
families of their own. 


Linda was а life-long Episcopalian, а registered 
nurse, and very talented. She committed to the 
church utilizing her passion for clown ministry. 
She said that clown makeup enabled her to put 
aside fears and step out of herself to minister 
through this "unique and marvelous medium." 
St John's was blessed to have both 

Father and Linda Holt to help 

navigate through this impending 

transition. The following 

memory was written in the 

church newsletter at the time: 


After 8 years at St. Mary's 

they decided the time 

was right to move on. They 
were in the search process 
with parishes in Louisiana, 
Tennessee and Texas, but it was 
d call to a midwest congregation 

that caught their interest. The congregation 
was established and healthy, indicating that 
they were seeking leadership by a priest 


The Celebration of a New Ministry 
And The Institution of 
The Reverend Edward James Holt 
As The Rector of 


St. John’s 
Episcopal Church 
Decatur, Ilinois 


By 
The Right Reverend Donald M. Huftstrand 


Bishop of Springfield 


September 5, 1990 


Celebration of New Ministry, 1990 


(( 


“Ed & Linda Prayerfully 
Accepted The Call To St. 
Johns, Decatur In 1990..." 


who envisioned growth through parish 
participation. With this in mind, Ed & Linda 
prayerfully accepted the call to St. John’s, 
Decatur in 1990.." 


Linda remembers the pain of the move that 

first weekend at the motel in Decatur. They 

both were agonizing over what they had 

done. They had bought, but not yet moved 

into, their home on Montgomery Place, 

and the loneliness engulfed them 

that first night. The next day they 

drove over to their new house, 

where they were greeted 

by about 20 members of 

the congregation who were 

cleaning, washing windows, 

cutting the grass and bushes, 

etc. They were overwhelmed 

with the loving gesture and the 
rest is history. 


The Celebration of a New Ministry of 
Father Edward Holt at St. John's was held on 
September 5th, 1990. Father Holt immediately 
began to work on the goals that the search 
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Linda Holt Clown Ministry, 1992 
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committee had provided him. At one of his 
first Vestry meetings, he reported on his 
observations made as a newcomer to the 
church. His recommendations included 
new signs inside the building, a larger sign 
outside, improved lighting inside the building, 
and the need to advertise. He also asked 
that a computer committee be set up to 
investigate getting St. John’s first computer. He 
requested the computer to improve the look 
of finished bulletins and newsletters and to 
improve member management. The bi-weekly 
newsletter, The Eagle’s Nest, began to have 
greater emphasis on weekly happenings and 
often described how important each person's 
contribution was. 


The 1990 Annual Report consisted of the 
following: the Acolytes program, the Adoption 
Club, The Altar Guild, Chi Rho, Church School, 
Adult Education, the Fellowship Committee, St. 
Francis Guild, and the Rector's Report. Father 
Holt found a strong church and a parish willing 
to help on many fronts. 


(( 


“The Vestry Also Began 
Working On Statements To 
Summarize Both The Mission 
And Purpose Of The 
Parish.” 


A new program that Father Holt wanted to 
start at St. John’s was an Education for Ministry 
class (Е.Е. M.). The EFM course was a theological 
education extension program of the School of 
Theology of the University of the South, Sewanee, 
Tennessee. Father Holt was a trained mentor. 
The program required four years to complete, 
during which time participants would study the 
Old and New Testaments, Church history and 
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Modern Theology. The cost was $290 a year per 
participant. 


Soon after he arrived, he asked the congregation 
for students who could participate. The first 
year's participants were Gene Black, Jack Gordy, 
Judy Ellison, Patty Kampfe, Tina King, Rosalie 
Koontz, George Motsegood, Bill Requarth, Connie 
Requarth, and Brenda Sensenig. This good 
showing of support encouraged Father Holt to 
ask the parish to begin several other programs. 
One such program was a group who produced 
anew sample pack for visitors to help them with 
the customs at St. John’s. The result was a slick 
red folder with interesting pages inside. 


Characteristic of many priests who came before 
him, Father Holt was immediately thrust in the 
midst of a proposed major building project. Іп 
June of 1991, the parish warden, Robert Oakes, 
was given permission to have experts assess 
the condition of structure, foundation, stone 
work, and roofing of the church. This would only 
be a small part of what was to come. 


The Vestry also began working on statements 
to summarize both the mission and purpose of 
the parish. It was hoped this would challenge 
the parish family as they moved into their 
second century at the corner of Church 


imd 


- 


Rev. Edward James Holt, Undated 


and Eldorado Streets. The Vestry wanted 
the statement to address three essential 
elements: congregational care, outreach and 
evangelization, and witness and mission. 


The 1991 Vestry conducted a planning workshop 
and put together the following goals: establish 
a new Christian Education structure, improve 
the physical plant, plan special events with 
a theme, expand outreach efforts, establish 
an evangelical program, investigate building 
а columbarium, establish ап operational 
committee system, and establish a plan to 
finance the various programs of the parish. The 
vestry felt that their goals were ambitious, but 
attainable. 


In 1991, Maria Klott began working with St. John’s 
as organist. She was a professor of music at 
Millikin University and became one of Father 
Holt’s close associates as they began selecting 
worship music for instruction, as well as beauty. 


The 100th Anniversary of St. John's church 
structure was planned for the spring of 1992. 
Mrs. Judy Ellison was named Coordinator of the 
Centennial Celebration. Many members of the 
congregation looked forward to the celebration 
and the newsletter of the parish reported, “It will 
also be a unique time when our parish family 
can rededicate themselves to continue 

the tradition of worship and service.” 


The eventandasmall history was 
described in the daily Decatur 
newspaper, The Herald and 
Review. The services were held 
exactly one hundred years 
after the dedication of the 
building on April 19th, 1892. The 
celebration was a success and 
kicked off a long year of planning 
for a major building project. 


St. John’s parish received several special 

gifts in celebration. Mrs. Dorothy Noll gave her 
silver tea service in honor and thanksgiving for 
the 100-year anniversary of St. John’s building. 
Other gifts included a painting of St. John's 
created by the late, local artist, Mrs. Emily Ann 


(( 


“The 100th Anniversary 
Service Commemorating 
The Dedication Of St. John’s 
Building Was Held On April 
19th At 7:00 P. M. On 
Easter Day.” 


THE PRAYER OF THE CHALICE 


Father, to Thee I raise my whole being, 
- a vessel emptied of self. Accept, Lord, 
this my emptiness, and so fill me with 
Thyself - Thy light, Thy love, Thy 
Life - that Thy precious Gifts 
may radiate through me and over- 
flow the chalice of my heart into 
the hearts of all with whom I 
come in contact this day, 
revealing unto them 
„о of 
Thy Joy 
Wholenes 


and 
the 
serenity 
of Thy Peace 
which nothing can destroy. 


5 


Prayer Sent From Father Holt 


North, given by her husband Mr. Jack North. 
Commemorative plates and mugs were also 
produced. 


The 100th Anniversary service commemorating 
the Dedication of St. John’s Building was held 
on April 19th at 7:00 P. M. on Easter Day. The 
Right Rev. Peter H. Beckwith, the tenth 
Bishop of the Diocese of Springfield 
was the officiant at the special 

service. 


After the celebration, the work 
of the parish could really 
begin. However, concerns 
about the health of the new 
rector at St. John’s, Father 
Holt, became apparent on this 
Sunday as the entire congregation 
became aware of the seriousness 
of his chronic heart problems. Father Holt 
quickly pushed his health concerns to the 
background and continued leading his agenda 
for the parish. 


Father Holt had strong feelings on what the 
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Claim The Vision Booklet, 1992 


Rector should do for the church. In his 1992 
Rector's Report, he reported that, “The Rector of 
а parish is the chief administrative officer and 
is an ex-officio member of all committees and 
commissions in the parish. The Rector is also 
called upon to be a “dreamer” or “visionary,” 
communicating to lay readers his visions of what 


(C 


"St. John’s Exists То Know 
Christ And To Make Him 
Known To Others.” 


Christ is calling the parish to be and do. Helping 
St. John’s attain a true vision is what Father Holt 
considered his mission. п addition to helping the 
church, Father Holt began shepherding Richard 
Swan who was just beginning the process of 
seeking Holy Orders. 


Father Holt’s greatest achievement was 
teaching the church body how to use visioning 
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аз a progressive tool to improve ап organization. 
Active visioning continued throughout his 
entire tenure. One of the beginning steps in the 
visioning program was for parishioners to begin 
on a personal level. Parishioners attended a 
presentation on “Developing One's Faith" by 
Father John Stone Jenkins, former Rector of 
Trinity Church in New Orleans. 


Even though he had only been at St. John’s a 
short time, in 1992 he was on the board of the 
Congregations of the Decatur Area (C.OD.A) 
and active with the local Habitat for Humanity 
Affiliate. He also was also very involved in 
the Diocese. He was the Chairman of the 
Department of National and World Mission, 
a member of the Diocesan Council and the 
Commission on Ministry. 


The second step in completing Father Holt's 
visioning work was to compile a mission statement 
that the parish could use. The following statement 
was adopted at the annual meeting of 1992. 


ST. JOHN'S EXISTS TO KNOW CHRIST AND TO 
MAKE HIM KNOWN TO OTHERS. 


WE ACCOMPLISH THIS BY CREATING A 
COMMUNITY IN WHICH WE: 


Corporately and individually worship God in 
the Anglican Sacramental Tradition, using 
The Book of Common Prayer as our guide. 


Provide opportunities to study and learn 
Holy Scriptures, Church History and 
Tradition and how they apply to our 
daily lives; provide pastoral care and an 
environment of Christian Nurture; and 
opportunities for fellowship. 


Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ as we 
experience Him in the Episcopal Church. 


Become living witnesses to Christ in 
the world by an active parish and by 
involvement in social and economic issues. 


St. John's carries out its mission through 
the ministry of all its members. 


ST. JOHN'S | 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH | 
DECATUR, ILLINOIS 


ORGANIZED 1855 
BUILDING DEDICATED 1892 
CENTENNIAL REDEDICATION 
APRIL 19, 1992 


Centennial Rededication Booklet Cover, 1992 


100 EASTERS AT ST. JOHN’S 


House Of Worship Enters Its Second Century 


Gas lights carved the ornate wooden 
pews from the darkness. 


Silhouettes of families filled each one, 
with many people obliged to stand. The 
choir broke the stillness with “Onward 
Christian Soldiers,” its processional 
moving through a setting reduced. to 
blacks, whites and grays. 


The Rev. Charles R. Hale of Davenport, 
lowa, spoke of the dedication that day of 
a new building for St. John’s Episcopal 
Church in Decatur. 


“и making this house beautiful,” he 
said, “you had in view not so much the 
gratification of your own cultivated 
taste, not so much the thought of 
adding yet another ornament to your 
beautiful city...” 


“(You intended) something far more 
important than either of these, thus 
giving glory to God.” 


A century later, much has changed, not 
the least of which was the introduction 
of daylight saving time. 


So when St. John’s celebrates the 
tooth anniversary of the church 
dedication today, the setting sun may 
shine through the original Great Rose 
Window and bring a golden glow to 
those same oak pews. 


The new bishop, the Rt. Rev. Peter 
H. Beckwith, will conduct the 7 p.m. 
service. 


"This will be туло bishop,” says Elmer 
Wheal, 98, a lifelong Episcopalian in 
the Springfield Diocese, a long-time 
choir member and the oldest person 
at St. John's. “1 started out with Rev. 
Seymour." 


The Rt. Rev. George F. Seymour was 
the officiant for the evening service 100 
years ago today, marking a milestone 
for Decatur's Episcopalians. 


Building the landmark church, which 


used variegated red sandstone and 13th- 
century Gothic architecture, was an act 
of faith by the 250 communicants. It 
would be 20 years before the $43,500 
cost was paid and the church could be 
consecrated in 1912. 


Construction came during an influx 
of congregations to Decatur’s Church 
Street. Unlike the others, however, the 
people of St. John’s brought their former 
building with them, moving it two 
blocks and placing it beside the church 
under construction at 130 W. Eldorado 
St. 


The old frame church, built in 1858, 
was used at various times as a chapel, 
day nursery, parish hall, gymnasium 
and all-purpose room until it was torn 
down in 1970. Parishioner Jack Gordy 
took some of the planks and made 14 
stations of the cross that hang today in 
the nave of the church. 


The early English-style pews, polished 
to a piano finish, came from Jasper 
Peddecord’s Decatur Furniture Co. 
Although he did not belong to the 
parish himself; Peddecord was great- 
grandfather to lifelong member Valette 
LeForgee Barnes, 94. 


She was married there to Dr. William 
Barnes Jr. in 1917. St. John's was also the 
setting for her parents' wedding in 1895 
and her daughter's nuptials in 1948. 


Other weddings to remember included 
the first in the new St. John's Episcopal 
Church that of jeweler Frank Curtis 
and socialite Alice Tuttle on June 8, 
1892. 


Clusters of daisies adorned the chancel, 
while palms and tropical plants lined 
the walls. The bride wore “a blue cloth 
traveling costume with hat to match,” 
according to an article in the Decatur 
Daily Review. 


Their granddaughter, Nancy Payton 
of Winter Park, Fla., remembers how 


much the church meant to them and 
how active her grandmother was in 
organizations and clubs. 


Older parishioners fondly recall the 
time Mrs. Curtis made the mistake of 
laying her new coat down at a church 
rummage sale (it was sold). 


Another memorable wedding came 
on June 25, 1921, when Decatur native 
Elizabeth Parke married Harvey 
Firestone Jr., son of the founder of 
Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. 


The event, which festooned St. John’s in 
palms, ferns, gladioli, lilies, roses and 
larkspur, attracted such prominent 
guests as Mr. and Mrs. Henry Ford Sr. 
and Mr. and Mrs. Edsel Ford. 


Forty years later, the Firestones donated 

funds for a new parking lot for St. John's 
soon after opening a tire manufacturing 
plant in Decatur in 1964. 


The church also has been the scene of 
some famous funerals, including that 
of Lowber Burrows on Oct. 18, 1910. 
Burrows, who with Jasper Peddecord 
founded Decatur’s first bank, was one 
of the church’s first members, writing 
an early history of the parish in 1899. 
His personal conservatory provided 
palms every year for Palm Sunday 
services as well as floral arrangements 
for many weddings. 


The brass pulpit featuring an eagle, 
placed in 1895, remains a memorial to 
the Burrows family. It’s but one of many 
in the building that immortalize names 


from the church's history. 


During Mass, as a lad in the 1920s, 
Bill Requarth used to study one of the 
original memorial windows depicting 
Christ among the doctors. The window 
was the gift of the Rev. Montgomery M. 
Goodwin, rector when the church was 
built, in memory of his mother. 


Now 79 and a retired surgeon, Requarth 
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remembers the strict silence observed in 
the church and how the Rev. Ray Milton 
Wilcox, rector from 1923 to 1926, got 
wrapped up in his sermon. “Ней grab 
the head of that eagle,” Requarth says. 
“It looked like he was trying to wring its 
neck.” 


Requarth was among thosewho followed 
the wishes of the church builders, 
replacing one of the original Tiffany- 
style windows with a memorial. The 
window, featuring the annunciation of 
Mary, is a tribute to his mother, Amelia 
George Montgomery. 


Other memorials honor the Shades, one 
of the few families that have been in the 
church for generations. 


The present altar was given in 1945 in 
memory of Sophie Busher Shade, who 
as far back as 1898 was elected president 
of the St. John’s Guild. Her son and his 
wife, Lewis and Florence Shade, were in 
turn honored with a memorial window 
depicting the ascension of Christ into 
heaven. 


Their son and daughter-in-law, Bill 
and Barbara Shade, are among family 
members who continue to be active in 
the church, as are two of their sons and 
several grandchildren. 


St. Johns Episcopal Church has 
undergone many changes over the 
years. The cross on its tower has been 
replaced at least twice, in 1927 and in 
1957 (when the steeple was removed as 
well). A bell was added іп 1980. 


In 1955, a new brick parish hall was 
built to the north just in time to serve 
as a place of worship. The main church 
was closed for three months in 1956 so 
the slate roof could be replaced, iron 


rods installed to support the walls and 
an east wall constructed - parishioners 
had discovered the original builders 
had never built one, letting the old 
frame church serve [as the wall]. 


The next major additional came in 1970, 
when the parish hall was expanded to 
house classrooms and a lounge, later 
converted into a chapel. 


Inside, worship gradually shifted from 
“low church,” a plain, unadorned style, 
to “high church,” complete with bells 
and incense. The Rev. Edward Holt, 
parish rector, explains that the 7:30 
a.m. service on Sunday remains simple, 
includes no music and uses Elizabethan 
English while the 9:30 service is more 
elaborate and employs contemporary 
language. 


Membership, which swelled to more 
than 500 communicants in 1955, now 
standsat 440. Yet it’snot the history of St. 
John’s Episcopal Church that impresses 
new member Don Coventry, 54. “I like 
the openness and friendliness,” he 
says. “You hear so much about old-line 
churches being cold, but these people 
take their Christianity seriously.” 


The Early Years: 1855-1892 


Fifteen men and women organized St. 
John’s Episcopal Church in Decatur in 


1855. 


Those early years before the present 
church was completed in 1892 contained 
many events of note. Among them: 


The Episcopalians originally shared a 
room in the Masonic Hall with two or 
three other religious denominations, 
often having to wait in the hallway for a 
long-winded preacher to finish. 


The church vestry resolved. in 1858 to 
build a structure costing "not less than 
$1,500." A frame church was built on 
North Water Street, between Eldorado 
and North streets. 


The two crosses on the gables, the first to 
be displayed on the exterior of a church 
in Decatur, caused. controversy, as did 
the first Mass celebrated on Christmas 
Day in 1858, an innovation at the time. 


The church also introduced the custom 
of a children's Christmas tree and 
decorating with flowers at Easter. 


The walnut pews installed in 1859 were 
rented for $10, with higher amounts 
affording the parishioner the pew of his 
or her choice. The practice ended after 
two years, the church debt having been 
paid off in 1861. 


Decatur’s first pipe organ was installed 
in St. John's in 1884, at a cost of $1,800. 


Rev. Edward J. Holt, Circa 1992 


Christian Education Classroom, Circa 1990 


During 1992, the visioning process reached an 
all-time high as parishioners were trained to 
help others contemplate the present status 
and future vision of St. John’s. Father Holt started 
the “Claim the Vision” cottage meetings which 
were to recognize what parishioners thought 
were St. John’s strong points and what people 
envisioned would make the church stronger. 
These meetings were attended by eighty- 
seven people, with Father Holt, Randy Kampfe, 
and Rowena Woodard attending all of 

the meetings. Responses from the 
meeting were very positive. The 
plan began, and parishioners 
faithfully tried to record what 

St. John’s had and what was 
needed most to move ahead. 


Father Holt reflected that 
“those who attended are very 
committed to our Parish and 
shared their gratitude and visions." 
The comments that were recorded 

were very insightful and thought 
provoking. Sample statements reflecting what 
parishioners were most thankful for included: 
“The love and caring that the members of the 
parish have for each other; the new spirit of 
renewal which | feel developing strongly at St. 
John’s.” “A very caring and spiritual pastor who is 
guiding us into a deeper relationship with Christ 
through prayer, education and renewal.” The 
statement that would set the stage for the next 


526 DEVOTED LEADERSHIP 1990-1999 
J. EEE 


(C 


“While A Major Renovation 
Of The Church Physical 
Facility Was On The Horizon, 
Other Activities Continued 
To Be Strong.” 


а 


Children's С hapel With Altar Built By] ack Gordy, 2020 


few meetings was, “The work of others, which 
makes St. John’s special.” When thinking ahead, 
some of the thoughts were: “Expanding our 
‘core’ workers to a larger number,” “attracting 
young families,” and “St. John’s becoming more 
visible in the community.” 


A Caring Evangelism Workshop was scheduled 
for February and March, 1993. It was a two 
week-end class sponsored by St. John’s where 
the participants came on Friday evenings 
and all-day Saturday. They studied 
with workbooks and meals were 
provided. 


While а major renovation of 
the church physical facility 
was on the horizon, other 
activities continued to be 
strong. Christian Education 
was given a boost as the main 
service time at St. John’s was 
moved to 10:00 AM. This allowed 
Sunday school to be held at 9:00 AM. 
As Sunday school was held before the main 
service, the children could be introduced to 
the Sunday's lesson that would be discussed 
in the sermon, as well as allowing more adult 
discussion and Bible groups to be created. 


Children’s Chapel was a new program begun for 
children 3 -7 and any other interested persons. 
They met in the parish hall at 9:50 АМ. and 
processed to the chapel to learn the seasons 
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of the church year, апа the signs, symbols, апа 
actions of the church service. Mr. Jack Gordy 
built a small altar for use in the chapel during 
Children’s chapel. The children profited from 
positive adult interaction and music provided 
by volunteers. 


The issue of whether or not to 
use incense each Sunday was 
again brought up by persons 
whose breathing difficulties 
made attendance at 
services containing incense 
uncomfortable. Father Holt 
reported that the Canons of 
the Church were clear and 
unambiguous that all aspects of 
public worship are under the sole 
direction and control of the Rector 

of the parish. However, he expressed 
openness to hearing the concerns of people 
who were affected. A compromise was reached 
and incense was only used once a month or on 
feast days. A schedule was prepared for those 
who had questions about its use. 


“The Vestry Moved Ahead To 
Get A New Columbarium For 
St. Johns." 


The Vestry moved ahead to construct a new 
Columbarium for St. John's. Since the 1980s, 
several parishioners had expressed an interest 
in one. A Columbarium is an attractive group 
of niches that contain the cremated remains 
of the deceased. It was felt that St. John's 
should have a Columbarium because 
the church or churchyard has 
traditionally been the final 
resting-place of the faithful 
departed. Cremation made 
it possible to carry on this 
traditional ministry even with 

the lack of cemetery space. 


After 25 niches were pledged, 
construction soon began. The 
Columbarium was installed in 
the Merris Garden courtyard on the 
outside brick wall between the two arches 
in the cloister. Placed at this position, it faced 
the church, but would be easily accessible to 
persons wishing to visit. 


Special rules were established for its use. 
Eligibility was limited to members of the 
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Artist Plans For Columbarium, Circa 1992 


church and their families. All Columbarium 
funds were kept in special accounts for the 
maintenance, expansion and perpetual care 
of the Columbarium. It was open to visitors at 
all times when the church is open to the public 
or on special occasions. Only real flowers are 
allowed in the Columbarium area at the 
time of internment, and other times, as 
authorized by the committee. 


Parishioners were hit with a 
sad event in October 1994, as 
the Choir Director, Maria Klott, 

41, suddenly died. She had 
been an Associate Professor 

of Music at Millikin University 
for eight years and had won 
three successive awards for 
best musical direction given by 
the Herald and Review. She had an 
undergraduate degree from Central 
Methodist College in Fayette, Missouri, and a 
graduate degree from the University of lowa. 
She was voted as one of the teachers that 
the Millikin students would most like to have 
their parents meet. She worked diligently to 
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“Funds Were Kept In 
Special Accounts For The 
Maintenance, Expansion, 

And Perpetual Care Of The 


Columbarium.” 
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learn the organ and use the cymbelstern. Her 
memorial service was held at 7:00 P.M. and St. 
John’s congregation shared their grief with 
the Decatur community and Millikin University 
where she was a professor. Choirs from Millikin 
shared in the beautiful evening service. 


In 1994, the “Century Il Campaign,” a new 
capital campaign to update and 
renovate the church, as well as 
significantly expand outreach 
was initiated. Throughout the 
next several years, St. John’s 
would begin to renovate a 
very strong building which 

had been slowly deteriorating 

over many years. А booklet 
was published describing 
the goals of the program. The 
Campaign Chairman was long-time 
parishioner and friend of St. John’s, Dr. 
William Requarth. Other parishioners extensively 
involved in the program included Robert Oakes, 
Roy Wight, Robert Ellison, Patricia Wight, Randall 
Kampfe, Patricia Kampfe, Judy McKenzie, Robert 
Tibbetts, Vince Cooling, Sara Davis, and the Rev. 


The Ordination God Willing 


of The Right Reverend Peter H. Beckwith 


Я Bish f Springfi 
ЕЛЕНА, Swan ishop of Springfield 
will ordain 


Richard A. Swan 


asa 


Deacon 
in to the Sacred Order of Deacons 
Christ’s One, Holy, 
Catholic and Apostolic Church in Christ's One Holy Catholic 
and Apostolic Church 


on 


Our Lord's Day 
Sunday, the Seventh of May 


at 
Four O'clock in the afternoon 


St. John's Episcopal Church 
130 West Eldorado Street 
Decatur, Illinois 


Your prayers and presence are requested 


Sunday, May 7, 1995 Clergy: — Cassock, Surplice and Reception follows 


St. John’s Episcopal Church ; 2 
Decatur, Illinois Red Stole in the Parish Hall 


Cover Of Richard Swan Ordination Booklet, 1995 Swan Ordination, 1995 


Episcopal Church Camp of Illinois at 


East Вау Camp, Lake Bloomington, Illinois 
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St. John’s 
Episcopal Church 


The Reverend Edward J. Holt, Rector 130 West Eldorado Street 
Telephone (217) 428-4461 Decatur, Illinois 62522-2111 


January 31, 1993 


Dear Parish Family, 


Today we begin an exciting new chapter in the history of St. John’s. The Vestry, 

with your support and concurrence at the Annual Meeting on January 30, has initiated a 

' program to renovate, preserve and enhance our Church building as well as provide much- 

needed outreach funds to our Diocese. We believe that the Century II Campaign is an act 
of responsible stewardship of our resources. 


We have carefully studied and planned our options for over two years. Now it is 
time to boldly address those needs. On one hand, this pertains to very practical matters: 
raising money and undertaking some strenuous work. But it is primarily about 

commitment to our Lord Jesus Christ and to the mission and ministry of His Church. 


The challenge before us is to advance the Kingdom of God through His Church - - 
to continue to make St. John's a place where people feel welcome and excited to grow 
in faith, where they experience the rewards of serving God and working together, joyfully 
and faithfully. Won't you please join us in making this vision a reality: preserving the 
past, living responsibly in the present and planning for the future. 


With anticipation and excitement, we move forward, accepting the challenge of 
discipleship and service to our Lord. As in the past, may we continue to maintain the 
vision, desire and resources to faithfully embrace God's will. May God richly bless you and 
St. John's Parish as we move into this exhilarating and challenging future. 


Faithfully yours, 


Edward J. Holt 
Rector 


Century 1 Letter From Father Holt, 1993 


EPISCOPAL SYMPOSIUM GIVES HOPE 


After attending a symposium in St. Louis 
last month on the structure and future of 
the Episcopal Church, the Rev. Edward Holt 
of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Decatur 
sees reason for optimism. More than 1,000 
concerned Episcopalians - Holt bristles 
when they are called dissidents - came 
together “to address a central issue: Does 
our structure support or inhibit the mission 


of the church?” 


Holt shares a belief with many Episcopal 
leaders and lay members that the 
denomination's headquarters in New York 
“has sort of gotten it backward.” Rather than 


Holt said, 41 have a sense that there's a 
perception in the national church that the 
local congregations exist to support the 
national church.” 


Too much attention has been given to broad 
social action issues, he said, and not enough 
to individual congregations. “The front line 
is the local congregation," he said. 


A conservative faction of the denomination, 
the Prayer Book Society, denounced the 
symposium months before it met. That 
group contends the Episcopal Church needs 
to return to religious values left behind with 
the adoption of the 1979 Prayer Book and 


shed a secular, liberal drift. 


Holt believes theological changes are 
not needed, and rejects the Prayer Book 
Society’s “reactionary” views. The problem 
is not with the religion, he said, but with 
the bureaucracy. “An inherent part of 
bureaucracy is it sort of feeds on itself and 
loses touch with the people it is supposed to 
serve," said Holt. 


The issue will be taken up at the 
denomination's general convention next 
year in Indianapolis. Holt said significant 
changes could be enacted at the 1997 
convention. 


make sure it supports local congregations, 


The Herald And Review. September n, 1993. 


Edward J. Holt. Mr. Vince Cooling, a parishioner 
who had assisted with the church finances 
since the 1950s, acted as the official financial 
“advisor.” 


Dr. Requarth, a parishioner with family ties from 
the early 1900s and one who had watched 
church worship itself gradually shift from “low 
church,” а plain, unadorned style, to 

“high church,” complete with bells 

and incense, was well-known 
for his love of St. John’s. His 
enthusiasm and love of the 
church set the mood for the 
entire project. He implored 
people to remember that, “We 
are the current stewards of 
our church and | urge all of you 

to thoughtfully consider what 
your church means to you. The 
needs that will be met as a result of 

capital raised now will make us better 
prepared to continue in God's work through 
the ministry, teaching and fellowship that has 
made St. John’s a special church.” Dr. Requarth 
said many times that parishioners were the 
current caretakers of the church and that they 
must keep the church in good repair for the 
next generations. His leadership helped the 
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“The $500,000 Campaign Was 
The Most Ambitious St. John’s 
Project Ever Begun...” 
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church project to succeed beyond everyone's 
expectations. 


The $500,000 campaign was the most ambitious 
St. John’s project ever begun and the intention 
was to renovate the stonework, nave, windows, 
and sanctuary, as well as increase outreach. 
While large campaigns had been completed 
in the past, they focused on building new 
additions. The Century Il Campaign 
focused on preserving the church 
building and restoring the nave 
and sanctuary to their original 

beauty. 


During the first year of the 
extensive program, a new sign 
was placed on Eldorado Street 
and new air-conditioning for the 
parish hall building was installed. 
The flat parish hall roof was also 
completely replaced. 


The main goal during the second year of the 
program was to restore and preserve the 
original stonework of St. John’s. The beautiful 
sandstone had over time, become almost 
completely black with soot from nearby 
trains, factories, and the burning of soft coal. 
The exterior was gently cleansed, new tuck- 


St. John's From Eldorado Street Prior To Century 11 Campaign, 1990 


pointing was completed, and the stones were 
treated to restore their original strength. Many 
questions arose, as cleaning the brick would 
bring out different colors that were unfamiliar 
to present day parishioners. However, it was 
decided that regardless of what color it 
would be after cleaning, it was a fact 

that the variegated sandstone 
was actually deteriorating. Once 
the project was completed, a 
vast and beautiful array of red 
and orange sandstone was 
revealedandthecongregation 
was happily surprised, as was 

the community. 


The clerestory stained glass 
windows were updated with the 
wood framing repaired or replaced 
during the second year. 


During the third year of work, much of the nave 
and sanctuary were renovated. Refinishing of 
the church pews, floors, reredos, wainscoting, 
and organ case was completed. Once 


(( 


“А Vast And Beautiful The 
Array Of Red And Orange 
Sandstone Was Revealed...” 


refinished, two coats of polyurethane were 
applied to give the floor a clean, shiny look. 
The entire nave and sanctuary were painted 
for the first time in several decades and a new 
tile floor was also installed in the sanctuary. 
All new carpet was installed in the nave as 
the old green carpet was removed 
and new vibrant cherry red was 
installed. Wallpapering of the 
ambulatory also took place for 

a more modern look. 


refurbishing of the 
building was very important, 
but outreach was also of the 
utmost importance to the 
congregation. Of the $500,000 
campaign that was completed, 
$160,000 went to local outreach and 
to the diocese for their proposed mission 
fund drive. 


While repairs to the “rose” window and the 
bell tower were included in the original plans, 
they ended up needing much more extensive 


DEVOTED LEADERSHIP 1990-1999 535 
Г 5 ЕАН 


St. John's Century Il Campaign Logo, 1990s 


work. A new campaign was needed and called 
“The Extra Mile.” The amount to be raised was 
$175,000 with $28,000 to be devoted solely 
to outreach. Over three-quarters of the 
congregation contributed to at least one of the 
major campaigns at St. John’s. 


During the Extra Mile Campaign, the major 
emphasis was that of renovating the 
rose window on the west side of 
the nave. It was removed for 
several months and taken to 

a Wisconsin repair facility. 


(( 


The bell tower had extensively deteriorated and 
the upper one fourth needed to be completely 
rebuilt. Each and every stone was taken off the 
bell tower and numbered and then lowered to 
the ground from the scaffolding that had been 
built to the top of the tower. After the inside of 
the tower had been extensively tuck-pointed 
and rebuilt with concrete blocks to replace the 
old bricks, the sandstone was replaced in front 
of the blocks. The newly renovated bell tower 
was finally complete. 


During September and October 1996, a new 
steeple was constructed and delivered to 
the church parking lot. The beautiful steeple 
resembled the original one of the 1892 building. 
Mr. Randall Kampfe primarily oversaw the 
steeple project and the method of installing 
it. On October 5, 1996, the newly-built steeple 
was raised to the top of the tower and set in 
place. After it was secured, a renovated and 
modernized cross, which had stood on the bell 
tower for nearly forty years, was placed back 
on top of the steeple. 


While the nave and sanctuary were being 
refurbished, the congregation met weekly in the 
Parish Hall. Although Father Holt was delighted 
by the renovations, after a summer of meeting 
in the parish hall, he was impatient 
to return to the newly remodeled 
church. His concerns, as well as 
those of others, prompted aweek 

of parishioners dusting and 


The old, cracked frame and “While The Nave cleaning the nave, sanctuary, 
the storm window were also And Sanctuary Were and chancel so services could 
replaced. The frame was Being Refurbished, The resume in the church proper. 
designed by a parishioner, Congregation Met Weekly This attention allowed the 
Mr. Randall Kampfe, and was In The Parish Hall.” eager congregation to meet in 


made of stainless steel. This 

major project also included a 

storm window, which was divided 

into sections to match the window 
frame. The integrity of the large rose window 
had been a concern to parishioners since 
the 1920s. With a stainless steel frame and 
a specialized storm window system, it was 
predicted to last for many more years. 
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the remodeled quarters earlier 
than expected. 


In 1995, other issues were surfacing. Іп 
February, after Father Holt had been hospitalized, 
he wrote a letter to the congregation describing 
his heart condition in graphic detail. 


CENTURY П CAMPAIGN 


St. John's Across Eldorado Street Pre Stone Cleaning, 1995 
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Bell Tower Entrance Pre Renovation, 1995 
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Nave Awaiting Refurbishment, 1996 


Sanctuary With Altar Removed For Remodeling, 1996 


CENTURY 11 CAMPAIGN, PAGE 4 
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Ceramic Tile Floor Pre Renovation, 1996 
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CENTURY 1 CAMPAIGN, PAGE 5 
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Bell Tower Construction, 1996 
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CENTURY 11 CAMPAIGN, PAGE 6 
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Dismantling Of The Bell Tower One Stone At A Time, 1996 
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CENTURY 11 CAMPAIGN, PAGE 7 
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CENTURY 11 CAMPAIGN, PAGE 8 


Rebuilding Top Of Bell Tower Wall, 1996 


544 DEVOTED LEADERSHIP 1990-1999 


CENTURY П CAMPAIGN, PAGE 9 


Bell Tower Temporary Arches, 1996 
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Rebuilding Interior Structure Of Bell Tower, 1996 
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CENTURY 11 CAMPAIGN, PAGE 11 
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CENTURY 11 CAMPAIGN, PAGE 12 
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Delivery Of Bell Tower Roof Structure, 1996 


Moving Bell Tower Roof Into Position, 1996 


548 DEVOTED LEADERSHIP 1990-1999 


CENTURY П CAMPAIGN, PAGE 13 


р | NE i 
pL 


Bell Tower Roof Structure Loaded On Crane, 1996 
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Nave Scaffolding, 1996 
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Sanding Of Floor In Nave, 1996 
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Painting And Plaster Repair, 1996 


Painting Near Side Altar, 1996 
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Carpet Removed For Flooring Repair, 1996 
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Choir Area Restoration, 1996 


Рем Refinishing, 1996 
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CENTURY 11 CAMPAIGN, PAGE 21 
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CENTURY 11 CAMPAIGN, PAGE 22 


Nave Restoration Complete, 1998 
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RAISING THE STEEPLE 


Туе never encountered such a caring group 
of people. They really minister to each 
other,” said a friend about the church she 
had come to from another denomination. 
That caring goes beyond their own 
concerns with their own congregation and 
their 100-year-old building and into the 
diocese and the surrounding community. 


It might seem difficult for a congregation 
of 400-500 people in a “not too good” 
neighborhood of a medium-sized, mainly 
blue collar, city to raise the funds necessary 
for major repair and restoration of a 
building in its second century. St. John’s 
Church on Eldorado Street is “the only 
Episcopal game in [the] town” of Decatur, 
ІШ, said its rector, the Rev. Edward Holt, 
and “the only Episcopal church between 
Champaign and Springfield.” 


The congregation took a hard look at 
its Wisconsin sandstone Gothic revival 
structure, under the guidance of engineer 
and master carpenter Randy Kampfe, 
and realized that a great deal of work was 
needed, interior and exterior, seen and 


unseen. 


At the same time, Fr. Holt said, “We knew 
it was not healthy to raise money only for 
ourselves.” They launched into the Century 
П/Ехіға Mile Campaign that raised, over a 
four-year period, more than $680,000. 


“Off the top” might be a symbolic phrase 
here. More than $50,000 was to be spent 
in the community. Barbara Ohlsen, 
parish secretary, said “the money has 
been given to already existing programs, 
rather than start new ones.” Among 
those receiving funds “off the top” of St. 
John's campaign were a food bank and 
prescription medication fund, HIV/AIDS 
projects, Habitat for Humanity, assistance 
for victims of sexual assault, and senior 
centers. Nearly $135,000 is pledged to the 
Diocese of Springfield's Endowment Fund. 


“Off the top” also describes the appearance 
of the bell tower. In 1957 the steep, slate- 


roofed steeple had been removed from the 
tower, leaving a flat top out of visual sync 
with the rest of the building. In 1996, Patti 
Kampfe said, the bell tower itself; with its 
single bell rung by hand for every service, 
was dismantled for repair. Each stone 
was photographed and numbered for 
reassembly. 


“When the structural work on the tower 
began,” Mr. Kampfe said, “major problems 
were found. The mortar had turned to 
sand. The whole tower had to be taken 
down and rebuilt.” It was decided then to 
replace the original steeple. When the new 
16-foot pyramid was raised with a crane, “It 
was a traffic-stopper,” long-time member 
Connie Oakes said. The oldest parishioner, 
104-year-old Elmer Wheal, was there to 
watch. The cross-topped peak completes 
the symmetry of the building. 


The large “west” window was another 
highly visible project. It consists of five- 
foot sections of stained glass, circles within 
a larger circle in a rounded arch. Mr. 
Катпр said, “The wood frames had rotted 
and buckled - we couldn't postpone the 
work. [We put in] new stainless steel and 
aluminum. The space was boarded ир for 
six to eight months while the glass was 
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Bell Tower Steeple Being Placed, 1996 


cleaned and reinstalled.” A storm window 
was added for protection. The replacement 
of the window within its prepared frame 
was another crowd-pleaser. 


The exterior stone had suffered the fate 
common to city surfaces. “It had darkened, 
lost its character and color,” Mr. Kampfe 
said. “Contaminants had actually attacked 
the stone, from cars, the soot of industry.” 
Some were leery of changing the familiar 
face of the church. But the power washing 
and sand blasting have brought out the 
original colors - soft reds, pinks, golds - 
and highlighted the architectural details. 


During the third year of the project, the 
“interior subcommittee” found “people 
with talents” to redo walls and floors, red 
oak woodwork. 


“Every bit of wood was refinished; the walls 
were painted,” Barbara Ohlsen said. “The 
stained glass windows in the clerestory were 
taken out and cleaned, and put into new 
frames. There were many things you don't 
see, like the heating and air conditioning.” 


Finally, according to the parish report, 
“the church was thoroughly cleaned by 
parishioners on consecutive nights... [lt 
was] vacuumed, dusted, washed, [and] 


polished.” 


Mr. Kampfe is perhaps proudest of the fact 
that the whole effort involved “lots of people 
working hard. [We had] about 95 percent 
participation. We have no huge givers, just 
broad giving.” And the church would not 
allow the outreach portion to be “sacrificed 
to overruns” or unforeseen needs. “Fr. Holt 
kept us focused. Hed say, ‘Are we building 
a church or a museum?” Last month, 
the building was rededicated in a special 
“Century Il/Extra Mile Celebration.” 


The Life of the Parish went on while the 
structure was being taken apart and put 
back together. Fr. Holt said the “nearly 
program-sized” church has ап active 
pastoral care group visiting Episcopalians 
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inhospitals and nursing homes. Eucharistic 
ministers take the sacrament. High school 
and junior high groups number 30, and 
seven people are enrolled in EFM. “Perhaps 
10 Foyers -Dinner for Eight - meet in each 
other's homes for a meal and fellowship. 
Greeters meet newcomers. We intend to 
start a group to integrate newcomers into 
the parish.” 


Organist/choirmaster Roberta Monson 
said her choir of anywhere from nine to 
18 is “incredible. They just grit their teeth 
and do it. We tried a new Gloria and it 
was pretty cool. For Palm Sunday we're 
doing ‘The Seven Last Words of Christ.’ We 
went out on a limb and decided not to hire 
soloists.” 


Elizabeth Keith chairs the evangelism 


committee. Last fall, she said, a small 
group began a visioning process “to 
discern God's will for us at St. John's." 
With the help of a consultant, the group is 
evaluating resources - financial, physical, 
demographic to determine “where to go 
from here with worship, pastoral care and 
plant. The building is in good shape, so 
now we're looking to people, with Bible 
study and prayer. We begin to see the Holy 
Spirit working.” 


“[Jesus said] to go out to all corners of the 
earth. We’ve got all corners right here in 
Decatur.” 


“We're more comfortable with one another, 
sharing our faith. We don’t know how 
we're taking it out. We have to take it to 
the congregation first ... [We want to be] a 


servant church. Jesus was a servant, and he 
asks us to be." Fr. Holt said, “We are asking 
God what future he prefers." 
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Inspecting The Rose Window, 1997 


CENTURY 11/EXTRA MILE INTERIOR WORK 


To restore, preserve and enhance the beauty of the interior of St. John’s Parish Church building, the following work was completed in the summer 
of 1996. You are invited to take some time and use this guide to observe the detail work which has been done. 


FLOORING 


The old carpet was removed from the nave, 
sanctuary, old choir room and the ambulatory. 


The old tile in the chancel and sanctuary 
was removed and its cracked concrete base 
removed. 


The pews were removed, the wooden floors 
sanded, re-stained to match original color and 
three coats of polyurethane were applied. 


New concrete was poured and new tile 
installed in the chancel and sanctuary. 


The quarter round trim at the base of the 
wainscoting was removed, new pad and carpet 
installed and the quarter round was replaced 
in the church. Matching carpet was installed 
in the old choir room and the hallway. 


WALLS 


The plaster walls in the chancel, sanctuary 
and nave were repaired, restored, primed and 
painted. Scaffolding was assembled for this 
major painting project. 


The walls of the old choir room were repaired, 
restored, primed and painted. 


The hallways and south entry foyer walls and 
ceiling were repaired, restored, primed and 
painted. New wall coverings were applied 
where wall covering previously existed. Wall 
covering was added to south entry area. 


The alcoves on the west of the nave were 
repaired, restored, textured, primed and 
painted. 


The bell tower entry foyer was repaired and 
painted. The wood trim was cleaned and oiled. 


WOODWORK 


The ten four-circled wood columns were 
stripped, repaired, replacing the wood 
trim where necessary, stained to match the 
wainscoting and two coats of finish were 


applied followed by hand buffing and an oil 
finish. 


The column capitals were cleaned, repaired 


and sealed with a gloss finish. 


The wood trim around the twenty-one gothic 
windows in the chancel and sanctuary was 
repaired and replaced as necessary. The wood 
was primed and painted to resemble the wood 
around the other windows. 


Wood trim replacement was done to the ten 
clerestory stained glass windows on the north 
side of the nave. The wood was repaired or 
replaced as needed, stained and finished. 


The wainscoting, the top and base trim plus 
the wood window sash, frame sills throughout 
the nave of the church was cleaned and 
repaired. Oil restoration work was applied and 


buffed by hand. 


The wainscoting in the old choir room and the 
hallway was cleaned and the same oil finish 
was applied by hand. 


The interior wood trim on the two gothic doors 
on either side of the altar area was replaced 
with appropriate matching trim. 


The interior trim in the old choir room on the 
existing doors was removed with new casing 
trim applied, stained and finished. 


The doors going into the nave from the 
southeast hallway and the gothic door on the 
southeast side of the altar area were stripped, 
repaired, stained and finished to match the 
wood in the church. 


The green covering was removed on the 
northeast gothic door of the altar area. The 
door will be stripped, repaired and restored to 
its original appearance in the church. 


Wood panels were placed above the southeast 
door and the northwest doors, similar to those 
above the original entrances. 


All door trim in the ambulatory was replaced 
to match original. 


FURNITURE 


The pews, kneelers, rail fronts and related 
wood were stripped, repaired where possible, 
sanded, stained to match original color and 
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three coats of polyurethane finish were applied 
with hand sanding done between coats of 
finish. The pews were each hand buffed and 
oiled after the final coat of finish. 


The reredos, side altar cabinet and pipe organ 
case were stripped, sanded, stained to match 
other wood. Trim was added to provide detail 
matching the wainscoting. These areas were 
finished with three coasts of polyurethane 
finish and hand rubbed after the final coat. 


The frontaltar and the side altar were stripped, 
stained to match other wood, finished with 
polyurethane finish and hand rubbed after 
the final coat. 


The altar rail was stripped, sanded, stained 
and varnished to match other woodwork. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


The radiator covers throughout the nave of the 
church were cleaned and painted. 


The hand rail at the doors to the ambulatory 
was painted. 


The stained glass windows in the nave were 
cleaned, removing the heavy soot/carbon 
deposit. The wood frames were all cleaned and 
oiled. 


The large stained glass window (the Alpha 
and Omega) was removed, will be completely 
rebuilt with new lead, a new frame and 
protective glass. The window will be returned 


in the Spring of 1997. 


FINAL CLEANING 


The church was thoroughly cleaned by 
parishioners on consecutive nights. The 
wainscoting was vacuumed and dusted, the 
pews vacuumed and dusted, all wood was 
vacuumed and dusted, the kneelers were 
washed, the floors dusted or vacuumed, 
the alcoves thoroughly cleaned, plaques 
throughout were cleaned, the windows in the 
alcoves were washed, the cloister windows were 
washed, the cloister floor washed and the walls 
dusted. The brass has all been polished. 
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He suggested that his heart was weakened, but 
he could continue to take care of his daily tasks 
as priest. The congregation was thankful for the 
information, but stunned to learn exactly how it 
affected him. 


In October of 1995, St. John's was 
blessed with the arrival of the new 
choir director, Roberta Monson. 

She was a capable organist/ 


appetizers, salads and desert. It provided an 
excellent way for the congregation to become 
acquainted. In doing so, it was hoped that a 
new sense of community would be realized. 


Many people in the community noticed St. 
John's efforts to renovate and update 

the 1892 building at the corner of 
Eldorado and Church Streets. 

St. John’s parishioners proudly 


choirmaster. She came, along “St. John's Parishioners accepted a 1996 Preservation 

with her husband, Bill, who also Proudly Accepted А 1996 Award from the Decatur 

liked to sing. He immediately Preservation Award From Historical and Architectural 

joined the choir. Practice was The Decatur Historial Sites Commission. 

on Wednesday nights and | . . 

Sunday mornings. And Architectural Sites Instead of taking a break after 
Commission." all the remodeling, Father Holt 


Foyer meetings were also 
reintroduced to provide a way for old 

and new parishioners to meet each other. 

The groups consisted of 8 - 10 people and they 
met in each other's homes once a month. The 
host was responsible for the main course and 
beverage, and the others in the group brought 
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felt that the parish should re- 

focus and work just as hard on the 

spiritual goals of the St. John's. He prided 
himself on being open to new ideas and in 1997 
St. John's hired a company named "Church 
Innovations" to come to the church and report 
to the parishioners how they thought the 


REBUILDING THEIR BELFRY 
St. John’s Renovations Will Restore Steeple Missing Since 1957 


DECATUR - The Rev. Edward Holt compares 
the work going on at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church to a jigsaw puzzle. 


Masons were contracted to tuckpoint the 
тод-уеат-о[4 brick-and-stone church at 130 
W. Eldorado St. a necessary maintenance 
procedure. Work began a few weeks ago. 
But while the masons were working on the 
belfry, they discovered another problem. 


“The belfry didn't have an inside wall. It had 

just turned into rubble,” said Holt. “And 
when they got into that, they found out the 
mortar in the stone in the outer wall was 
also deteriorated on the inside, so we must 
have the tower belfry disassembled and a 
new inside wall built and the stones, like a 
jigsaw puzzle, put back together.” 


The lack of an extra wall inside the belfry 
means it must be removed and capped over. 
Stones and brick ате being marked with 


numbers as they are taken down so they 
can be re-used to preserve the building's 
historical exterior. 


Other steps are also planned toward that 
end. The steeple, which was removed in 
1957, will be replaced atop the belfry once 
the reconstruction is complete, though Holt 
said it’s difficult to predict when that will be. 
Then the church will once again match the 
design of the original architect. 


"We're not changing its appearance,” Holt 
said. “Were restoring it to what it was 
originally.” 


The church was founded in 1855 and 
originally met in the Masonic Hall. A frame 
building was built in 1858 on North Water 
Street between Eldorado and North streets. 
The present brick and stone structure on 
Eldorado and Church streets hosted its first 
service on Palm Sunday, 1892. 


But a church ages like anything else, and 
Holt says other restoration work is also 
under way. The large stained glass window 
is in danger of falling out, so the jigsaw 
puzzle technique will be followed there, 
too, when workers remove it, piece by piece, 
marking each one, in order to wash, repair 
and reinstall the window this fall. 


The interior of the church also is undergoing 
major refurbishing to return it to its former 
glory. Pews are being sanded and polished, 
the walls are being repainted, and new tile 
and carpet are being installed. 


“We are worshiping in the parish hall 
because of the scaffolding, dust and all 
that sort of stuff,” Holt said. "Theres some 
really beautiful wood in that building, but 
over the years somebody varnished it with a 
cloudy color and you couldn't really see the 
wood for the crud on it.” 


The Herald And Review. July 1,1996. 


church was progressing. The representative 
from this company was the Rev. Dr. Patrick R. 
Keifert, a Lutheran Seminary professor, pastor, 
and congregational consultant. During that 
year, Dr. Keifert met with several St. John’s 
parishioners and trained them to 
interview other members of the 

church so а study could be 
completed. 


Dr. Keifert’s final герой 
indicated that St. John's was 


(( 


“St. John’s Was A Happy 
Parish, Even Though There 


Dr. Keifert mentioned that he had worked with 
congregations with far greater problems than 
St. John’s. However, he concluded his report 
with a concern about the lack of vision from the 
lay leadership and the resources with which 

to make positive changes. 


As а result of this report, Dr. Keifert 
strongly recommended that 
d visionary group needed to 
be established so that the 
congregation as a whole 


a happy parish, even though Was An Uneasiness About could determine the future of 
there was an uneasiness The Future for A Number the church. As a result, an "ad 
about the future for a number OfR. Ж hoc visioning committee” was 
of reasons. First, parishioners у азы begun. Members of that group 


felt that financial and volunteer 

resources were not what they used 

to be in the past. Secondly, the changes 

in Decaturs workforce had greatly affected 
St John's attendance апа participation. 
Finally, Father Holt’s illness was definitely 
d concern when discussing the future. 
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were Bob Causey, Вор Ellison, 

Matt Hawley, Ed Holt, Karen Johnson, 

Elizabeth Keith, Karyl Miller and Roy Wight. 
Linda Kitson was the chairperson. 


Beyond the adult concerns, the youth groups 
at St. John's were also working under Father 
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Holt’s quiet leadership. Many able sponsors 
helped the junior high youth group, Chi Rho, to 
solidify their purpose in the church. They had 
many fun events, but they also participated in 
more service-related activities. А new diocesan 
program for this age group, “New Beginnings,” 
also made the group stronger. Called 

in at the last moment when their 

director was unable to attend, 

Father Holt, in his light blue 


the diocese or Habitat for Humanity Blitz Build 
events in East St. Louis. These events helped 
bring new, fruitful ideas to the groups when 
they came back to Decatur. Some projects 
included painting, cleaning and refurbishing of 
Sunday school rooms. The teenagers also had 
increased attention in providing youth 
services, visiting shut-ins, helping 

with summer Bible School, and 

making St. John’s more visible to 


chasuble, celebrated a " . the youth in the Diocese. Father 
Father Holt Was Especially 

memorable closing service for | h h Holt was especially close to the 
the New Beginnings group. Close To The Youth Groups youth groups and supported 

| And Supported Many New many new ideas to enhance 
Thë high school group, СНА, Ideas To Enhance The the already strong groups. 
was also a strong force during " 

Already Strong Groups. 


the 1990s. New leadership, both 

in sponsors and youth, helped the 
group to take their rightful place in 
the church. 


Ichthus began to be a more service-oriented 
group. The high school group did not stop 
at the church doors in Decatur, as many of 
the students also participated in diocesan- 
wide events, such as Happening throughout 
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Ichthus had а very successful 
folk mass on May 10th, 1998. They 
spent many hours making sure it 
was liturgically correct. In addition, the 
teen-agers wanted to show the congregation 
how much they loved and supported St. John’s. 
With Father Holt allowing them to have a youth 
service, their interest and commitment was 
reinforced. 


Many of the chosen songs were from Happening 
or Church camp. The students coordinated the 
entire service and Aaron Akins presented the 
homily. A folk mass was held once a year for 
several years after 1998. The address from this 
folk service is included on the next page. 


Obviously, the visioning that the adults 
were thinking about had already 
spread to the Ichthus group. 


Not only was Father Holt 
interested in the teens and 


“Normal Sunday Events, 


effectively involved the youngsters in telling the 
story of the church. 


Normal Sunday events, which could have 
become dull, were more interesting simply 
because of Father Holt’s passion for the 
congregation. For instance, baptisms 
were always a special time for him 
and the congregation. Many 
parishioners remember him 
carrying or leading the newly 
baptized member to the front 


. of the nave and proclaiming, 
adults, but he had a special Which Could Have Become "Let me present “a you hes 
bond with the younger Dull, Were More Interesting И ihe world!” 
children, often shaking their Simply Because Of Father | 


hands during the recessional. 


He and Mrs. Holt implemented a 

new summer Sunday school program 

in 1998. This event was very successful as 

it was held in the evenings for one week during 
August and attendance was positive. They also 
supported a very special epiphany pageant that 
was presented by the youth of the church. The 
moving play was entitled, “Service of Lights” and 


Holt’s Passion...” 


One example of his love for the 
congregation and acceptance 

of their ideas was when Mrs. Kathy 
Philips asked for birthdays to be 
recognized during the service. She felt that the 
congregation would begin to know more people 
by celebrating with them. Father Holt promptly 
located a small, white church "bank" Those 
celebrating birthdays were recognized during 
announcements with a prayer and an offering. 


DEVOTED LEADERSHIP 1990-1999 567 
S——— a LLL a ЕЕ 


LET’S SHARE ST. JOHN’S 


On special events like today, Mothers Day, 
it is very easy for us to get wrapped up in 
the things that we need to do for ourselves 
and our own family. Often holidays and 
Sundays we are “at” church, but thinking 
about whether we turned our car lights о); 
what is cooking for dinner, or that the entire 
family will be in later tonight. Focusing on 
these schedule and housekeeping details 
is fine on occasion. We certainly, however, 
need to be sure that we stay in touch 
with the things in our lives that are really 
important, or used to be important to us. 
St. John's parish family is important to all 


of us. 


In our Lessons today, we talked about the 
power of "God." We sang about being in 
the “Family of God". We often feel that 
if we have a personal relationship with 
God and attend church, God guides us in 
establishing Christian fellowship and other 
things that happen to us in everyday life. 
This is not necessarily true. 


God's love can be symbolized by the church 
community that we have here at St. John’s 
Parish. God's love is often those people who 
you care about and are important in your 
every day life. Being lucky to be part of an 
active parish, sometimes we think only two 
types of individuals live in this community- 
-those people who go to our church, and 
other people who go to other churches. The 
truth is that the actual number of people 
who go regularly to church is very small 
in comparison with the number of people 
living in or near this community of Decatur 
and Macon County. 


The largest churches in Decatur may have 
a few thousand people attend on a weekly 
basis. Even if that number were 5,000 a 
week that would be barely 5% of Macon 
Counties’ population. Churches can be 
many things to different people and for 
many people in the community who have 
no church family, either through choice 
or habit, churches can be scary places. All 


of us have past experiences with churches 
that color our feelings today. 


Usually if we do not go to church as a 
youth, when we finally do go to church that 
matches our needs and style, we are very 
excited about the programs that are offered 
and God's love felt from the congregation. 
Many times after the “Church Experience” 
has become an every Sunday occurrence 
we begin to lose that special feeling that 
we had when we were first brought into 
our Christian Community. We get in a 
routine of simply getting wp on Sunday 
morning, getting ready, going to church, 


and forgetting about it during the week. 
While it would be extremely difficult for 
us to think about church every day and go 
to the church every night, there are things 
that each of us can do to keep the spirit 
alive in each of us. 


Many of the families in this congregation 
have been here for years and that is a really 
good thing. | often think about the founders 
of this church and what they wanted to 
share with others here in Decatur. 1 am 
thankful for the sacrifices they made to 
establish St. John’s. 1 am always proud to 
say that 1 am a member of St. John's, but 1 
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wonder if we think enough about sharing 
our church family and Christian love 
with others. As 1 read the Annual Reports 
year after year, | wonder if St. John’s, as we 
currently know it, can continue without 


being shared. 


A church is more than a_ building. 
Shouldn't we pass on that tradition that 
they began over 100 years ago? When you 
go to work or school, do not feel that no one 
in your office or shop would be interested in 
hearing about your church. People are all 
around us out there who are very needy in 
a spiritual way and could easily be brought 
to visit our church at a special event or a 
regular Sunday service. It is only by sharing 
love that it grows. St. John’s or any parish 
must be shared with others in order to grow 
and prosper. 


We easily understand those persons who 
ave needy right now. We all know the 
feeling of wanting to find God's love and 
knowing that life has more than schedules. 
We all know how left-out people can feel 
in new situations. Churches, where people 
seem to be a family and know each other, 
can be very uncomfortable for spiritually 
needy people who want to experience God's 
love. Thankfully we also know the feeling of 
being part of a loving congregation. It is up 
to us to share God’s love with people who 
really need it. 


We know that our own spirituality goes 
through dry periods. 1 did not come 
to church on a regular basis until my 
Freshman year in high school. As 1 came 
more, | began to feel more a part of the 
church family, and gradually you began 
to know me and after a while, this was my 
church family, too. 1 still can remember the 
fantastic feeling of being part of the larger 
parish family. That was a great feeling, 
but after a while, simply coming to church 
every week was not enough to satisfy my 
own need for that feeling that 1 once felt 


before. 


1 began to go to church events beyond our 
own parish and that helped a great deal 
to be with a wonderful bunch of kids my 
own age who had a spiritual background 
as well. As 1 looked at the big youth group 
throughout the diocese | began to wish that 
we could increase our own High School 
numbers in both Sunday school and Lock- 
Ins. At a St. John’s Ichthus lock-in my 
sophomore year, we had only 4 students. 
That was not a good turn-out considering 
the number of teenagers in the community 
who would have greatly grown spiritually 
by coming to that lock-in. 1 was proud 
of my church and 1 wanted to share the 
fellowship 1 have received from St. John's. 


1 made a commitment to myself. 1 decided 
to ask a few of my good friends from school 
to come to my church. It was not an easy 
task. Asking people to do something new 
is always hard because we all hate new 
experiences. Since two of them had little 
spiritual knowledge, they, of course, were 
fairly nervous the first couple of weeks. The 
other friend had a regular church that she 
attended and reminded me each week that 
she would eventually go back to her own 


church. 


My friends came one week at a time. 
Then they started coming every week and 
numbers starting really improving in the 
Ichthus group. The amazing part was that 
people who had already come to church for 
quite awhile began to come more and more 
too, and the youth group became stronger 
and stronger. As the youth group grew, my 
friends started to realize that after a while, 
St. John’s had become their church now, too. 
It is now their community and their own 
church. 1 didn't twist arms -- 1 just offered. 
All of us need to be aware of people out and 
about who are really searching right now 
and St. John’s could be the answer. 


What amazes me is that we all think that 
if we bring one person new that nothing 
much will come out of it. We feel that 
“Hey, 1 am just me. What is really gonna 
be helped by ME bringing one person?” We 
dont realize that if that person that you 
brought decides to stay with the church, 
they too, will probably bring at least one 
family member or friend, and if they like it, 
then the chain will continue and the glory 
days at St. John’s church could be upon us 
all. Only by sharing God's love can it grow 
in each of us and our parish. 


You have three choices today when you go 
home. When you go to work tomorrow and 
people ask about your week-end, you can 
tell them, “1 worked in the yard.” You can 
tell them that you “just went to church.” 
You can tell them, “1 went to church Sunday 
and the youth had a folk service. It was 
pretty interesting. Kind of reminded me 
of the боз.” Open the door to sharing your 
church. Open the door to inviting people by 
encouraging them to talk about their own 
spiritual journey. 


1 challenge each one of you to bring one 
new person soon. Talk to people about 
your church. Invite the person that you 
think would never in a million years be 
interested. You may be very surprised at 
the response that you receive. Sometimes 
people are just waiting to be asked. If you 
don't ask, you don’t know. While it doesn’t 
happen overnight, if we all work together, 
this parish can grow tremendously. We can 
each share the power and glory of God and 
this parish with the rest of the community 
and people in it. The founders of our church 
cared so deeply about us and the future 
generations that they paid on our current 
church building for twenty years to avoid 
leaving the debt for future generations -- 
us. It is our legacy to not only care for the 
building, but to share God’s love through 
our fellowship, not just our attendance. 


While unusual at first, the congregation soon 
looked forward to the ritual every Sunday, and 
missed it when supply priests would accidentally 
forget. Even in 2020, the birthday celebration was 
part of announcements. 


Father Holts chronic illness became more 
apparent to the congregation in the later 1990s. 
Even so, he continued to work tirelessly 

to help St. John’s and the Diocese of 
Springfield in spite of his health. 


In March of 1999, the congregation 
was happy to learn that Father 


“On Palm Sunday, 1999, 


from the Diocese of Springfield and the 
community attended. The crowd was so large 
that parking lots were full for several blocks 
and extra chairs were set up in the baptistery 
of the church. Dozens of fellow priests from 
the diocese and the Bishop participated in the 
funeral. 


During the afternoon funeral, the golden 
light from the great west “rose” 
window flooded the entire nave. 
The church seemed to be lit with 
gold and white light from the 
window that accentuated the 


PON ana Mirer (ott -waua The Parish Was Devastated white cloths on the crosses 
pe taking Шы To Hear That Their Beloved and altar. During the service, 
vacation. Unfortunately, Father And Dedicated Rector, the aniothcement wasmade 
nor Qe ccs Ven ii dna б Father James Edward that Father Holt had requested 
to a hospital in Springfield, Illinois. Holt, Had Died.” to be placed in the Columbarium 


On Palm Sunday, 1999, the parish 

was devastated to hear that their 
beloved and dedicated Rector, Father 
James Edward Holt, had died. 


On Monday, March 29th, 1999, visitation was held 
for several hours at the church and the church 
remained open for prayer and meditation. 


On Tuesday, а Requiem High Mass was 
celebrated for Father Holt. Many of his friends 
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at St. John’s. The congregation of 
St. John’s would never forget this time 
with its array of Holy Week colors, services, 
and grief. 


As happens many times in life, the parish began 
to reflect on what a truly positive and fruitful 
tenure Father Holt had completed. When the 
search committee selected Father Holt, they 
had received exactly what they had wished for. 


One of Father Holt’s major accomplishments 
was to unite both new and old members. Under 
his guidance, dedicated members had sought 
out new families and helped them to become 
more involved. 


“(Father Holt] Put The Work 
Of The Church In The Hands 
Of The People.” 


He also put the work of the church in the hands 
of the people. He firmly established the idea that 
the rector was primarily for spiritual guidance 
and to assist parishioners to bring new ideas 
to the parish family. Father Holt actively 
helped willing parishioners to implement new 
programs and see the project through by their 
own efforts. The rector no longer implemented 
the programs by himself. Through his loving 
guidance, the parish had partially realized its 


goal to have the church programs operated 
mostly by the people. 


The congregation had also grown and perhaps 
they had not even realized it. By having Father 
Holt with a chronic illness, the parishioners 
had truly grown stronger. The spirituality of the 
church became the biggest challenge when 
Father Holt came to the church. Now many were 
enriching their devotional life daily with prayer 
and several new programs that extended 
beyond the walls of the church. 


DURING FATHER HOLT’S LEADERSHIP MANY 
OF ST. JOHN’S TRADITIONAL PROGRAMS 
CONTINUED AND INCREASED. OTHERS THAT 
HE ADDED HIS VISION TO INCLUDED: 


Children’s Chapel, acolyte program, 
vacation bible school, youth choir & youth 
services 


Century Il & Extra Mile Capital Funds Drive 
adult Christian 


EFM program and 
education/retreats 


Foyers, Episcopots, & active fellowship 
programs 


New Sunday Service times 
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Increased diocese involvement and 


outreach 


Specialized musical programs for Epiphany, 
Advent and Lent 


Computerizing the office 


Developing a church book store 


Sharing birthdays and anniversaries 


Healing services, pastoral care, and visits 
by lay people 
Documenting the history of the parish 


Increased lay ministry / leadership, & 
greeters 


Discernment 


Bringing the Stone Jenkins Program and 
Pat Kiefert, parish consultant 


Supported covenant between rector and 
congregation 


The group soon realized that one of Father 
Holts strengths was to enable the laity to 
pursue and complete programs. His gift was 
that of facilitator, thereby allowing St. John’s 
parish family to grow in a new way. 
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In May 1999, St. John’s called an interim rector, 
the Rev. Eugene A. Stormer, who would lead the 
search for a successor to the late Father Holt. 
Father Stormer was chairman of the commission 
on Ministry for the Diocese of Springfield, and 
retired from the Southern Illinois University School 


“In May 1999, St. John's Called 
An Interim Rector, The Rev. 
Eugene A. Stormer...” 


of Medicine in Springfield. He held degrees in 
philosophy and theology and a master's in social 
work. He was recognized for his grief counseling 
and it was hoped that he could help parishioners 
mentally and spiritually, as well as lead them to 
find another rector. Father Stormer was an old 
friend to St. John's parishioners as he had often 
acted as supply priest for the parish. 


Father Holt's final project was the completion 
of the first comprehensive history of St. John's. 
Aaron Akins had received an opportunity to 
research а community organization through 
the District #61 Scholars & Mentors program 
and had selected St. John’s. 


Aaron, a high school senior, began his project with 
the late Rev. Edward Holt, who gave access to 
church records, suggested historical information, 
and monitored his research efforts. Aaron studied 
hundreds of documents related to St. John’s, such 
as microfilmed newspapers, guild minutes, vestry 
minutes, diocesan documents, and many years 
of old bulletins. He searched the Decatur Public 
Library, the North Fork Library and the Genealogical 
Society resources. Finally, he consulted with Mrs. 
Betty Leinicke, Diocesan historian. 


After Father Holts sudden death, Janice 
Akins acted as mentor. Aaron's mother and a 
fourth grade teacher for School District 61, she 
pursued her interest in Decatur’s early history 
and assisted Aaron with his project. They spent 
one year compiling the resources and writing 
the 170 page volume. 


An effort was undertaken to print a physical copy 
of the history for St. John’s parishioners. William 
Street Press was selected as the publisher to 
complete the printing of the book. The 1999 
vestry allocated $14,000 dollars for 500 printed 
books to be produced and sold for $25 per copy. 
After all, this was likely the last comprehensive 
history to be written for St. John’s. 


The maroon, hard-backed books were handed 
out in the cloister after the midnight Christmas 
Eve Services in 1999. 
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St. John’s Episcopal Church 


Century II Campaig 


Preservation, 
Renovation, 


Outreach 


>? 
St. John’s 
: 
Episcopal Church 
The Reverend Edward J. Holt, Rector 130 West Eldorado Street 
Telephone (217) 428-4461 Decatur, Illinois 62522-2111 


January 31, 1994 


Dear Parish Family, 


Today we begin an exciting new chapter in the history of St. John’s. The Vestry, with your 
support and concurrence at the Annual Meeting on January 30, has initiated a program to 
renovate, preserve and enhance our Church building as well as provide much needed outreach 
funds to our Diocese and community. We believe that the Century II Campaign is an act of 
responsible stewardship of our resources. 


We have carefully studied and planned our options for over two years. Now it is time to bold- 
ly address those needs. On one hand, this pertains to very practical matters: raising money 
and undertaking some strenuous work. But it is primarily about commitment to our Lord 
Jesus Christ and to the mission and ministry of His Church. 


The challenge before us is to advance the Kingdom of God through His Church — to con- 
tinue to make St. John’s a place where people feel welcome and excited to grow in faith, where 
they experience the rewards of serving God and working together, joyfully and faithfully. 
Won't you please join us in making this vision a reality: preserving the past, living respon- 
sibly in the present and planning for the future. 


With anticipation and excitement, we move forward, accepting the challenge of discipleship 
and service to our Lord. As in the past, may we continue to maintain the vision, desire and 
resources to faithfully embrace God's will. May God richly bless you and St. John’s Parish 
as we move into this exhilarating and challenging future. 


oh 


Faithfully yours, 


Edward J. Holt 
Rector 


JOm 


The Special History of St. John’s 


Founded in 1855, St. John's Episcopal Church of Decatur, Illinois has a rich and proud tradi- 
tion. The cornerstone of the building in which we now worship was laid in 1890. Along 
with the Bible, Hymnal, 1889 Book of Common Prayer and other physical items contained 
within the cornerstone lay the symbolic hopes and dreams of those hearty souls who created 
what is now our place of worship. 


1855 
1862 
1888 
1892 
1955 
1962 
1970 
1994 


Articles of Organization signed, establishing St. John’s Episcopal Church. 
Consecration of the first Church on Water Street. 

Purchase of the present Church site to accommodate a growing parish. 
Consecration of the present Church. 

Construction of the present Parish Hall. 


Renovation of St. Mary’s for Parish Office. 


"Chosen to Build" Campaign to expand the Parish Hall and renovate other facilities. 


Century II Campaign stressing the preservation and renovation of our Church as 
well as support for the Diocesan Mission Fund Drive and community outreach. 


CENTURY II CAMPAIGN 


Over Two Years in Planning... 


For over two years, the Vestry of St. John’s has worked diligently to identify the most pressing 
needs of our church. Their focus was directed at obtaining the best possible research from 
some of the most respected experts in various fields. Where needs have been identified with 
concern to our physical plant, you can be sure that the proposed work is the result of careful 
study and prayerful deliberation. 


St. John’s Century II Campaign Prayer 


Gracious Lord, we thank you for our brothers and sisters who have come before us for over 
a century past, and have left with us a legacy of ministry and property. Please send your 
Holy Spirit to guide and protect us, and give us the faith and courage to step forward to 
strengthen and maintain the structures that will allow us to continue the ministry begun in 
St. John's parish. 


We promise to respect the needs of all who enter St. John's. With your help and blessing, 
we will continue to use this building for Christian worship, fellowship, and education; to reach 
out to the poor and oppressed; to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to visit the sick and 
imprisoned; and to bring the good news of Jesus Christ to all people. For it is in His name 
we pray. AMEN. 


CENTURY 1 


Summar 


The following are the needs and appr 
by the Vestry and supported by the c 


Exterior Stone Preservation & Restoration — $135,000 
Gentle cleaning of exterior, new tuckpoint, treatment of stones to restore 
strength and a corrective, internal binding for the bell tower. 


Stained Glass Work & Wood Frame Repair — $43,900 


Glass repair and restoration, repairing/replacing wood framing, correct 
bulging. 


Flat Roof Replacement — $25,000 


Resurfacing of all flat roofs. 


Heating and Air Conditioning Improvement — $32,500 
Installation of heating coils in the nave, adequately sized HVAC unit in the 
parish hall and installing an HVAC unit in the downstairs of the parish hall. 


New Parish Sign — $3,900 
New sign constructed of brick with white acrylic letters against a bronze 
background to face traffic along Eldorado Street. 


TOTAL NEED 


Campaign G 


Let us all show our support. As stewa 
on what we feel is an obligation. 1558 


іп Christ's Kingdom. 


СИҢ, let us give joyfully, as an investment 


CAMPAIGN 


of Needs 


(imate costs that have been determined 
gregation at the 1994 Annual Meeting. 


Diocesan Mission Fund Drive/Local Outreach — $160,000 
St. John's gift to the Diocesan Mission Fund Drive and community service 
interests. 


Church Interior Improvement — $25,598 
Painting the interior of the church, new carpeting, new tiling, wallpapering 
of ambulatory. 


Campaign Costs — $37,800 
Ward, Dreshman & Reinhardt fee (discounted for Diocesan Fund Drive) and 
other campaign costs including printing, mailing, etc. 


Engineering & Other Consultant Costs — $24,427 
Exterior survey and lab tests, HVAC study, architects’ foundation and struc- 
tural study, feasibility study. 


Interim Financing Costs — $10,000 
Costs incurred in financing projects before all capital is realized during the 
three-year pledge period of the campaign. 


— $498,125 


al: $500,000 


5 of our “Parish Home,’ let us not dwell 


St. John’s Heritage of Giving 


The founders of St. John’s entrusted future generations to be stewards of our parish. Many 
sacrifices were made and construction would not have been possible without the generous 
gifts of parishioners. 


The last capital campaign at St. John’s was conducted in 1970. $320,000 Was raised in order 
to renovate and improve some of the physical facilities. Today’s equivalent of the funds rais- 


ed in 1970 is $1,163,000! 


As you can see, St. John’s has set a standard for giving over the years. This is why it is so 
important for you to prayerfully consider your gift. Like our brothers and sisters who made 
sacrifices for over 100 years previously, we must also do our part to maintain our treasured 


house of worship. 


Who Will Call on 
You? 


No professional fund-raisers will call on 
you. Instead, your fellow parishioners, 
who are deeply interested in the future of 
St. John’s, will volunteer to make home 
visits. They will give every family an op- 
portunity to participate. Campaign 
volunteers will be individuals who have 
already made their own pledges. This per- 
sonal ministry is important to them. So 
please accept their request for a personal 
visit with you and your family. Your time 
and consideration will be greatly 
appreciated. 


PLANNING OUR GIFTS OVER THREE YEARS 


Per Week | Per Month | Per Quarter | Per Year 
for for 
150 Weeks | 36 Months |12 Quarters} 3 Years 


3. 
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(Last Payment Will Be Adjusted to Balance Pledged Amount) 


February 3, 1994 


Dear Fellow Parishioners, 


I respectfully invite you to join with me and 
the Campaign Executive Committee as we em- 
bark upon the second century of worship in St. 
John's Episcopal Church. For me, St. John's has 


Dr. William Requarth 


Campaign Chairman always been the most beautiful church in 
Decatur. The buildings have served us well over 
Campaign Committee the years. But time has taken its toll and we 
Dr Wiliam ОНЫН must now respond to the physical needs of the 
Campaign Chairman church as defined by studies made by the 
Robert Oakes Vestry during the past two years. 
Campaign Co-Chairman 
Roy Wight We are the current stewards of our church and 
Spiritual Emphasis 1 urge all of you to thoughtfully consider what 
Robert Ellison & Patricia Wight your church means to you. The needs that will 
Pace-Setter Gifts be met as a result of capital raised now will 
Randall Kampfe make us better prepared to continue in God's 


Victory Teams 


Patricia Kampfe & Judy McKenzie 
Campaign Dinner Chairs 


Robert Tibbetts 
Treasurer < i 
Vincent Cooling incerely, 
Auditor “ 
Sara Davis 
Publicity 
The Reverend Edward J. Holt Bill Requarth 


Campaign Chairman 


work through the ministry, teaching and 
fellowship that has made St. John's a special 
church. 


Mission Statement 


“St. John’s exists to know Christ and to make Him known to others. We accomplish this by 
creating a Community in which we: 


е Corporately and individually worship God in the Anglican Sacramental Tradition, using 
The Book of Common Prayer as our guide. 


е Provide opportunities to study and learn Holy Scriptures, Church History and Tradition 
and how they apply to our daily lives; provide pastoral care and an environment of Christian 
Nurture; and opportunities for fellowship. 


e Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ as we experience Him in the Episcopal Church. 


ө Become living witnesses to Christ in the world by active parish and individual involve- 
ment in social and economic issues. E 


St. John’s carries out its mission through the ministry of all its members.” 


шелі? 


Ca 


M 


ADVENT MEDITATIONS 


Advent is the first season of the church year and usually begins with the fourth Sunday before Christmas and continues through 
Christmas Eve. This season at St. John’s is often very memorable from Christmas decorating to holding Midnight Mass on 
Christmas Eve. During the 1990s, a collection of Advent stories was collected by St. John's, and was compiled into a booklet titled 
"Advent Meditations." 


ADVENT MEDITATIONS INTRODUCTION 


Advent is a time of remembering and reflecting as well as anticipation. 
The meditations in this booklet have been written by fellow parishioners 
of St. John’s. It is our hope that through the daily use of them, you will 
become better acquainted with members of our parish family, perhaps 
add to or start a new tradition, and most of all that your family's 
observance of Advent is in some way enriched because of them. 


We thank each person who has shared their memories, traditions, or 
reflections. They are truly a gift. 


- St. John's Spiritual Enrichment & Evangelization Commission 1990s 


ADVENT - EMBRACE THE WONDER 


Advent is a season of expectancy and wonder. As a child, 
Christmas often meant going to Grandma's. | remember one 
Christmas Eve very clearly. We started off in a wonderful, royal 
blue night that quickly turned to white ice and snow. Although 
we only had a two-hour trip, the expectancy and the need to get 
to Grandma's was intensified by the danger of the trip. Finally, 
my dad said, “If we can make it up this next hill and not slide 
off the road, 1 think we will be O.K.” 1 began to pray fervently. 
Finally, we safely passed “the curve” and my heart jumped for 
joy. 1 remember cuddling up in Grandma's overstuffed chair 


with a warm cookie in each hand and a Christmas carol in my 
soul. 1 was safe with my family and gave thanks. 

As an adult, the expectancy and wonder of the Advent season still overwhelms me as 1 unpack our Christmas decorations. Each year, 
as | place the nativity scene complete with Mary, Joseph, the animals, and Baby Jesus, | know that | am in fact, recreating the childlike 
innocence that we all have somewhere deep inside about the coming of Christ. Unwrapping each delicate piece, my thoughts drift to the 
deep, blue sky and the wonderful star that the wise men followed. 1 attempt to imagine the trials and tribulations of crossing the land 
in search of something they could only imagine. They probably had many "dangerous curves" during their trip. | envision a crisp sky, a 


star to follow, and traveling through difficult surroundings. How can any of us absorb the wonder of finally reaching their destination 
to find a baby and family? 


Advent is a time to prepare and anticipate the coming of Christ Jesus. It might require some difficult soul searching to get ready. The 
wonder and the expectancy of the season eloquently remind us that just as Joseph's family and the Wise Men were part of the wondrous 
event, so are we. 


-Janice Akins 
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ADVENT MEDITATIONS, РАСЕ 2 


ADVENT CALENDARS 


Advent calendars have always been a part of my growing 
up and preparing for Christmas. As time passed and 1 was 
married and had a family of my own it has still been a part 
of our preparation. 


Probably one of the most memorable times was that of a 
pre-Advent time and cross-stitching an Advent chain and 
Nativity picture for our God-children. |t took many hours 
each of which ended up as a time for meditation as to the 
real meaning of Christmas. Hopefully they still use this 
chain and as the days to Christmas approach they too have 


the real sense of the meaning of Christmas. 


Several years ago we were given an Advent Activity Calendar. We have adjusted the dates on this calendar every year now for the 
past four years and at dinner time we not only say grace but also take time to read the daily scripture and participate in some of 
the activities. It certainly has helped us to keep focused on the “reason for the season." 


- Karyl & Jim Miller 


1 SAW THE LIGHT 


It was the fall of the year and a gentle rain was helping 
to lower the thermometer. My thoughts turned to winter. 
1 hoped 1 wouldn't have to spend the whole winter in bed. 
For the past three months 1 had been in bed except to carry 
on with the necessities of survival. Chairs were lined up 
between the kitchen and bath room so | could steady myself 
or even sit down. The back pain was intense and never 


left. Any movement, especially the legs, caused even more 
intense pain. 


One particular night the pain seemed worse. | called a friend to see if she could come over. We spent the evening with her knitting in the 
granny rocker and me stretched out on my back in bed. Tears ran down my cheeks and 1 silently prayed for the pain to ease up. Suddenly 
my knees bent and my legs plunged into my chest. 1 could not have done this because just moving my legs was too painful. Then came the 
brightest light 1 had ever seen. From this light 1 heard a soft voice say, "You will not have this pain again.” 


lasked my friend if she saw the light, was aware that my legs had plunged into my chest, or heard a voice. She hadn't and questioned if 1 
might have dreamed it. 1 got out of bed with no pain walking through the house as if the past three months had not happened. That was 
27 years ago. To this day 1 have not had that kind of pain again. 


God does answer prayer and He is our guiding light in more ways than one. 1 know 1 continue to be free of that particular pain because 
He is with me and keeps His promise. 


- Ramona Borders 


DEVOTED LEADERSHIP 1990-1999 


Э) 


ADVENT MEDITATIONS, РАСЕ 3 


ADVENT AT ST. JOHN'S CHURCH 


Advent brings back memories of the large swaying Advent wreath that always proclaimed the beginning of the season. The 
wreath was suspended from wires strung across the church in front of the altar on the Epistle side. 1 am sure it was a fire 
hazard with its four scrubby candles buried among the plastic needles, but 1 have fond memories of it. 


When our four children would see the wreath swinging high above their heads, they knew that the Christmas season was only a 
short time away. We all realized that Advent is the time to prepare for the birth of the Christ child, but 1 am sure that on many 
Sundays our minds were on the more worldly matters of the Christmas season. 


My most cherished memories are of when the children were small and we all sat close together in the pew. They seemed to grow up very fast, 
but we all still felt the anticipation and wonder of the coming Christmas season when we saw the big wreath in front of the church again. 


Much has changed now. All of the children have grown, are married and have families of their own in distant cities. Also, the large old 
wreath has been replaced by a smaller, more modem and less precarious one. This Advent season Lou and 1 will again be in church to 
welcome the new church year and to look forward to the celebration of our Lord's birthday because we feel a warmth and peace in our 


с hurch. 


- Nellie Templin 
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ADVENT MEDITATIONS, PAGE 4 


AN ADVENT REFLECTION 


My childhood home is neither Decatur, Illinois nor 
Waterloo, lowa. 1 spent 26 years in Council Bluffs, lowa. 
During that time attended the same church, Grace United 
Presbyterian Church. As with most churches, each has their 
own little customs that they follow throughout the year. 
This also included Christmas and the Advent season. In 
the Presbyterian Church, we would light four candles for 
the four Sundays in Advent plus a fifth candle would be lit 
during the Christmas evening service. The tradition would 
be to choose five children to light the candles, with the most 
cherished one being chosen to light the fifth candle, which 
was white, on Christmas Eve. Being chosen was an honor 
in itself; but to be selected to light the Christmas evening 
candle was almost better than receiving your most desired 


present on your Christmas wish list. 

To the best of my remembrance all five children selected were of the same age group. To be chosen was a once in a life chance. Every child waited 
patiently or impatiently for the names of the chosen and which Sunday in Advent they were going to light candles. 1 remember my brother 
being chosen to light the Christmas evening candle and 1 wanted to be like my big brother and when the time came | too wanted to light the 
Christmas Eve candle. When it came time for the selection to be made from my age group, | waited with anxiety to see if my name was chosen 
and it was. | was chosen to light the candles Christmas Evening. The Advent season could not have lasted longer, to be waiting was terrible. 
l wished for the time to fly so that the Christmas Eve service would get here. Like every little роу my thoughts were of Santa Claus, presents, 
playing in the snow and sledding, deep down inside my thoughts were of lighting the candles on Christmas Evening. 


The night finally came. The church was packed to the rafters with the families and visitors. The time came for me to walle up to the front of the 
church and light the candles. 1 made my way up to the front of the church and proceeded to light the candles. Everything went great until it 
came to lighting the last candle, the candle’s wick had been pushed down into the candle wax and 1 was unable to light the candle. My heart 
was broken, | was given the honor of lighting the Christmas candle and 1 could not. 1 was to the point of tears when 1 remember someone 
helping with freeing the wick from the dried wax. Finally the candle was lit. Even though 1 had problems, the evening was and is still special 
to me. 1 will always remember that night. 


- Bill Ratekin 
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MIDNIGHT MASS 


Attending Midnight Mass is a tradition 1 look forward 
to each year. | like to invite as many family members and 
friends who are not Episcopalians to attend this Mass 
with our family. One year we had two pews filled with new 
worshipers. 


Sharing the beautifully decorated church, inspiring music and 
most of all the feeling of God's ever-present love makes this 
tradition very meaningful to me. 1 hope my guests leave with 
the same feelings. Maybe this year some of them will invite their 
family members and friends. This may just be а “four-pew” year, 
who knows? 


- Kathy Phillips 


О COME, О COME EMMANUEL 


In a few years time, we will enter a new millennium. Already, 
there is much to-do about this milestone. There are watches 
with a countdown to the new millennium available for 
purchase. l'm sure many will be given as gifts for Christmas 
this year. We look to the future and anticipate an event - the 
new millennium. 


Advent is also looking to an event. Perhaps the event 
occurred 2000 years ago, but we still celebrate the important 
event - Christmas, the birth of Christ - through Advent. 
And we celebrate an advent of sorts each time we worship 
as we await His coming again. Let us raise our voices and 
sing O COME, O COME EMMANUEL. 


- Jackie Chamberlain 
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TRADITIONS OF ST. JOHN'S 


Decorating the Church for the Christmas 
Eve service has become a Christmas 
tradition for our family since we moved 
to Decatur in 1982 and became members 
of St. John’s. For us, it became a family 
activity involving parents and children. 
This activity has become a much 
anticipated event which occurs at the end 
of Advent. Advent is a time for prayerful 
preparation. The four weeks of Advent 
hopefully will focus on the blessed event 
occurring on Christmas. It is hard in 
today’s environment to keep the real 
meaning of Christmas in focus. The 
Church is solemn in appearance during 
Advent which should help us refocus 
each Sunday on the true meaning of the 
season. The shopping, cooking, hustle 
and bustle are left behind as we enter the 
Church in Advent. For us, we liken this 
time to the preparation done for a new 
baby in a family. The room needs to be 
prepared, cleaned and decorated for the 
arrival of this blessed event. 


The Church decorating occurs after Church services on the fourth Sunday in Advent, but before Christmas Eve services. Some 
years, this has been after the 10 a.m. service but before the early Christmas Eve service. Yet, we always participate with great 
anticipation and enthusiasm. For these few hours, people from all generations assemble. It is a chance to learn from long-term 
members, the history and traditions of St. John’s while forming new traditions each year. Small children work on tasks with older 
children or adults. Some years, even music is provided by those playing the piano or organ in the background. The sanctuary 
transforms with evergreens, poinsettias and bows. Two and three generations of families come together sharing this happy event. 
A special fellowship occurs between groups which seldom are together. For us, we have shared this event as a family all the years 
we have been in Decatur. 


- Patty and Randy Kampfe 
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THE STAR 


John 1:5 The light shines in darkness, but 
the darkness has not understood it. 


Last winter 1 was driving home from Pekin 
in heavy fog. As 1 left town the buildings 
on either side of the street were completely 
shrouded by the fog. The street lights dimly 
appeared as 1 approached the corners. 
Donald had called late afternoon and 
assured me conditions were OK in Decatur. 
Once out on the Interstate 1 hoped visibility 
would improve. As 1 came up the on ramp 
1 prayed, God 1 really need your help now. 
As red tail lights disappeared into the 
fog right ahead of me, 1 realized 1 could 


only see the broken center and the solid 


shoulder lines. Something told me to stay \ 


within the lines, keep my speed steady and | 

а ак L ке 
stay alert. When 1 got to Lincoln, 1 stopped ГТ = ТҰ Ж 
to call home, and Don told me the fog had | J 
set in there. 1 would have these conditions 
all the way. 


As the highway curved east at Mt. Pulaski 1 happened to look up and saw a light in the sky. At first 1 thought it must be from a plane. Heavy 
fog obscured everything except what 1 realized was a star. All the way home my star was there reminding me that what ever happened 1 was 
safe. What should have been a white knuckle drive was in fact full of peace and calm. 


As 1 watched my star it occurred to me that it was there for anyone to see, and 1 wondered who else might have been comforted by its 
appearance. Then 1 thought of the Christmas Star — there for all to see, but only some shepherds and the wise men were led by it to the Christ 
Child. How often have | missed God's blessings because 1 haven't looked ир or failed to ask for His help? 


- Liddy Keith 
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AN ADVENT REFLECTION 


How do you prepare your spirit for the joyous coming of 
Christ? When you have been uprooted from the place you 
hoped would be ‘home’ forever; the November snows begin 
early -- the week after the big move. The children are both 
away at school; you know no one locally; the nearest neighbor 
is a mile away. The breadwinner works long hours - the days 
drag. Meager decorations help some. 


The daily chores of feeding the livestock, however, force one 
out into the stark beauty of the wintry landscape. The warm 
breath of the cows form puffy clouds as they nose contentedly 
in the ration of corn and fragrant hay. The calming aroma 
of steaming milk splashing onto the sides of the milk pail 
as it fills with the creamy liquid lends its own sense of peace 
to the scene. The busy birds perched in the rafters chatter 
among themselves, waiting until they can glide down into the 
troughs to glean the last of the grain. 


Was this the scene awaiting the Holy family on their journey? They, too, were in a strange land. They, too, were to arrive in a place surrounded 
by strangers. Ultimately, they would be forced to spend the most important night of their married lives among the gentle animals. Smelling 
the pungent, yet sweet scents of grain, hay, and animal bodies. 


Gradually, the realization comes: the joy of the anticipation of the Christ Child can be found and relished no matter when or where we find 
ourselves. The quiet sense of peace fills the heart and we know God is near. 


- Roberta Monson 
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REFLECTIONS OF TIMES PASSED ... 
MIRRORED IMAGES OF TODAY 


As 1 reflect back to my childhood and begin thinking about 
Advent and Christmas, | no longer think about how excited 
1 was on Christmas morning. Instead, 1 think about the 
times 1 spent with my family in preparing for the season 
and the traditions that we established together. 1 think 
about my family today and how many of our traditions 
for both Matthew and Katie ате a compilation of two 
families... Dorell and 1. | remember most that the season is 
about the birth of Jesus and not a time to receive gifts. Of 
course, as any child, 1 would not be normal if 1 said that 1 
wasn't excited about opening gifts on Christmas morning. 
1 was, but to this day 1 get more excited about giving gifts 


than receiving. 


Most important though were the traditions 1 remember...the family times. 1 will never forget going out with my parents to pick 
out the “perfect” Christmas tree. Until 1 was older, we often bought our "live" tree just days before Christmas eve. Our decorating 
would also not begin until then. After what seemed like hours in preparing our house for the approaching Christmas festivities; we 
would “toast” our tree with a round of eggnog. After that, we all packed into the car to view light displays on houses around various 
neighborhoods. What sticks in my mind most though is midnight mass. | first served as an acolyte on one particular Christmas eve. 
1 was so excited at the thought of being able to help serve at the altar that year: 1 remember vividly that | was a torch bearer and that 
1 was so afraid that 1 would “tip” the candle! There were many midnight masses that we would often walk out of the church to find 
the snow falling ever so gently. The picture of scenes like that are still painted in my memory today. Getting up early on Christmas 
morning and opening up stocking gifts, going to church and then having all of our family together for fellowship, food are thoughts 
that 1 reflect on with fondness. 


Life has not changed much over the years. Many of these reflections of days passed are now mirrored images of today. Traditions such 
as picking out the “perfect” Christmas tree, decorating the house together as a family, and toasting our tree with eggnog still occur 
in the Hawley household. In fact, to this day, even though my mother is almost 200 miles away, 1 call her just before we are ready to 
“toast” the tree to give her fair warning. She too pours an eggnog and drinks to our tree with us, only over the phone! New traditions 
have been established: One example is how each person in our house places the first ornament ever received on our tree. Another 
example is making homemade ornaments each year for every member of the family. These are many more customs we continue to 
practice and many more that we have established in our house. But one custom that remains the same and will never change with 
each of us is that this is a time to celebrate the birth of Jesus and also a time for our families to get together for fellowship, food and 
gift giving. Please note that 1 said “giving.” Even our children are more excited at what they bought or made for everyone else than 
“just” opening their own gifts. 1 hope that Matt and Katie will one day reflect back on our Christmas times together which will create 
mirrored images for them as well. 


- Ken Hawley 
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EVERY SINGLE HOUR 


Matthew 25:44 “Lord when was it that we saw you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison and did not 
take care of you?” 


Then hewill answer them, “Truly tell you, just as you did not 
do it to one of the least, you did not do it to me.” 


We may not have seen someone who was naked or imprisoned, 
but have you ever seen someone who was hungry or thirsty 
in St. John’s? Did we turn them away? Did you ever see a 


stranger in our midst and not welcome them? 


The fact is, we primarily come to St. John's to worship God, confess our sins, be forgiven, celebrate the Eucharist and enjoy Christian fellowship 
with each other. But that isn't enough. God is not calling us to be Christians afew hours out of the one hundred and sixty-eight hours in each 
week. He is calling us to his service in everything we do — every single hour. And if we can't follow his direction to us even in the few hours we 
are in our church, how can we expect to do so outside our time of worship. 


Only if we can make ourselves God-centered can we hope to do what God is calling us to do. To be God-centered, we should daily set aside 
time to pray and to read and contemplate the Bible or devotional literature. This will enable us to keep ourselves focused on what should be 
the highest priority in our lives. If we do this, we will be ready at all times to carry out the direction God gives us in this scripture. What better 
time to start than this Advent? 


- Roy Wight 


READY, STEADY, СО 


It’s a verse that many children know will begin a race. How 
can it apply to us and owr lives as we enter Advent? 


READY - Advent is a time to make ready --- make ready for 
the coming of Jesus Christ. Through prayer, reading, hearing 
and sharing God’s word we prepare again for the birth of 
Christ. 


STEADY- We live the life that Christ would have us live. We 
chart and follow the steady course He would have us live. We 
remember that it is “His will” not ‘our will” that be done. 


GO - We go forward into our daily lives setting the example for others to follow. Life will have its ups and downs but God's plan for our lives 
will go forward. 


READY, STEADY, GO! God did not promise that we would be ahead at the mid-way point, but He did promise that we would win the race. 


- John Henry 
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CAROLS OF THE SEASON 


Music has always been an integral part of our family’s life on 
Christ, and the carols of this season are especially treasured. 
Each one has presented opportunities for me to explain to 
the children the people and places mentioned in the lyrics. 
Questions were encouraged and 1 drew on the biblical 
accounts and how the writers and composers might have felt 
as they retold the ancient stories and set them to music. 


Elizabeth, the youngest, loved the carols. She sang them all 
year long and knew all the verses to many by rote. In this 
way she was learning about the prophets, psalms, people and 
events preceding and surrounding the birth of Jesus. The 


year she was five we began to learn anew carol. 


‘Angels from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o'er all the earth. 


Ye who sang creation's story --” 


Suddenly a small voice emphatically asked, “Who's Ye who?’ | realized then that despite the unintended humor, she was "seeing" the 
story unfold and not just singing the words. 


And that for me is how the life of Christ should be for each of us: re-telling the story so we “see” it happen and not just say the words. 


- Dona Davis 


CHRISTMAS AT ST. JOHN'S SOME SIXTY 
YEARS AGO 


Christmas at St. John’s. The memories don't flood in, but if 
1 work at it they slip back into place around the altar and 
the choir room and the old wooden church attached to the 
long winding hallway. Memories of running through that 
hallway --- of Mrs. Merris fussing as she herded us toward 
the sanctuary with daughter Bubbles in tow ---(who always 
behaved) --- of the white choir robes hanging conveniently 


near by and the little black caps we shoved on our heads --of 
the smell of dust and polish and candles and evergreens and 
maybe incense --- but probably not. (That was awfully “high 
church" for that time and place). 


But best of all 1 remember the year we used real animals in the nativity scene in front of the altar. No large animals of course, but 
a couple of small sheep and possibly a goat. There was straw on the marble floor and the animals were remarkably well behaved 
and probably well secured to keep them from bolting --- Or maybe Mrs. Merris was more successful in controlling the four legged 


creatures. 


Somehow it all melds together as | reminisce about Christmas at St. John’s some sixty years ago. 


- Betty Godwin Watkins 
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THERE 1S A TIME FOR EVERYTHING, AND A 
SEASON FOR EVERYTHING UNDER HEAVEN. 
ECCLESIASTES 3:1 


Advent, first season of the Church year, the season of 
rebirth, giving us God in physical being. Preparing for 
the coming of the Divine within us is like preparing for 
the birth of a child. It is the nature of love to create, and 
no matter what we do to creation, that love is still there, 
creating. Our rebirth should bring us the same joy and 
anticipation that Mary experienced waiting for Christ to 
be born. Male and female can begin the preparation for the 
birth of the Great Unknown within us just as Mary might 
have, for Christ has no body on earth now but ours. “The 
only hands which can do his work, the only feet with which 
he can go about the world, the only eyes through which his compassion can shine forth upon a troubled world.” - Teresa of Avila. 
Blessed are all who allow the gift of new life to begin within us this Advent season. 


Christ is the beginning of new life: He was in the beginning with God: all things were made through Him, and without Him was not 
anything made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. John 1:2-4. The power given to us with the birth of 
Christ is the true life of the one whose characteristic it is to love - in constancy, in all seasons. 


The birth of Christ is the miracle of life for us all - His gift that first Christmas. Perhaps our rebirth this Advent season could be a 
gift for the creator and the world we inhabit --- a personal miracle for each one of us. “There are two ways to live your life. One is as 
though nothing is a miracle. The other is as though everything is a miracle.” - Albert Einstein 


Advent - a season for miracles 


- Tina King 


ADVENT 


Ever since the Middle Ages, the weeks preceding Christmas 
have been called “Advent.” The word means “coming” and 
refers to a period of preparation for the birth of Jesus. In 
the tradition of the church it is a time of penitence and of 
spiritual searching, so that if the Christ Child should knock 
at the door of my heart on Christmas Eve, 1 should be ready 
to receive him and not say, “There is no room.” 


In our family we have spent this time of "Advent" with the house decorated in greenery and purple --- ribbons, bows, and candles. 
The creche is set up the first Sunday with the animals inside. Mary, Joseph and the donkey are placed across the room. Each Sunday 
they are moved closer to the stable. On Christmas Eve night they are placed in the creche. Christmas morning the baby Jesus and the 
angels are added along with the joyful shepherds and sheep. 


Christmas Eve is spent decorating for the birthday of Jesus -- the tree is put up, red and green bows and candles everywhere. The 
house is prepared for the glorious arrival of our Lord and Savior. Our hearts beat faster in anticipation! Alleluia! 


ү 
o - Linda Holt 
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TEN BELLS 


Trinity Church in Columbus, Ohio, where 1 was confirmed, 
is an impressive Gothic-style building, now rendered almost 
invisible among the surrounding high-rises. In the tower 
there is a ring of ten bells which are rung by means of large 
wooden handles, connected by rods to the bells above, in a 
bare unheated room off the balcony at the west end of the 
church. For several years before 1 left Columbus 1 played 
hymns on those bells before and after the Sunday morning 
service. Because there are only ten bells, the number of hymns 
that can be played is limited, but 1 loved banging out any 
hymn that could be played, especially the fast and loud ones. 
After the 11:00 PM service on Christmas Eve, | rang a peal of 
octaves, then played “Joy to the World.” It really was a “joyful 
noise unto the Lord” and playing the bells was an experience 


at once exhilarating and humbling. 


But for me the most solemn and responsible moment as a bell-ringer came during, not after, the Christmas Eve service. After 
the offertory anthem, 1 left my place in the choir and made my way as inconspicuously as possible to the bell-room. When the 
congregation had said the Lord’s Prayer, a few minutes before midnight, 1 rang the lowest bell twelve times slowly. 


For a few moments, Advent anticipation and Christmas joy were tempered by the sound of a bell ringing as at a funeral, perhaps 
reminding the worshipers that one of the gifts of the Magi was myrrh, and that Christ came not only to reign, but to die. 


- Dale Elliott 


ADVENT GIFT FROM GOD 


Last year the Advent season became more special to us. | was 
reunited with a brother that we had lost track of 35 years ago. 


My parents adopted three children. Another little boy was 
placed with them at birth from the Red Feather agency with 
the understanding [that] they would eventually be allowed 
to adopt him. When he was 10 years old the agency decided 
my parents were too old to adopt. He was taken from the 
only home he had ever known and given to another couple 
to adopt. 


Adoption was very secretive back in the ‘50°. It took many years of “on and off” detective work with many false leads. 


December n, 1997 my brother Bill made the call that finally found Joe and reunited all of us. We now have our baby brother back. 
He was truly an Advent gift from God. 


- Arline Causey 
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ADVENT DEVOTION 
Luke 6: 31-38 


Advent is a time of personal preparation for the celebration of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ's birth. For me, it is a time to remember the Good News 
that Jesus brought us, that God loves each of us unconditionally. The rest of 
the Good News was that Jesus brought us a new commandment from our 
heavenly Father, “1 give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 


” 


Just as 1 have loved you, you also should love one another. (John 13:34) 


This leads me to the Bible verses that | chose for this Advent devotion, which 
remind me to love everyone. These verses remind us to love, respect and 
show mercy to not only my neighbors but also to our enemies. For me it is 
much easier to love those that resemble myself, i.e. my neighbors. On the 
other hand, | struggle daily to love those that are different than me, sol need 
the prodding that Luke gives me in these verses. 


Aswe prepare for the birth of the “Prince of Peace,” | pray that we will prepare 
ourselves for the work that Jesus has called us to do. God will support us in 
this important work, if we ask Him in prayer. My hope is that we pray daily 
during Advent for the strength and guidance to share God’s unconditional 
love with everyone we meet. 


Merry Christmas- - Doug Gucker 


WHAT CHRISTMAS MEANS TO ME 


As a child, Christmas was looked forward to above all 
other days. The excitement and anticipation of waiting for 
Christmas morning is difficult to express with words. Simply 
put, it meant that | was going to receive gifts. 


Childhood like the seasons soon passed, and with it those 
childhood feelings about Christmas. As 1 grew older, 1 confess 
that a number of years passed without my giving any serious 
thought to the true meaning of Christmas. Christmas had 
become a trying time of making lists, buying gifts and 
sending cards. The joy was not the same. 1 found myself 
wanting Christmas to hurry and get over so that 1 might 


return to a more normal pace of life. 


Once my children had grown my thoughts of Christmas began to change. Each year my daughters would worry over what to get me 
for Christmas. 1 would assure them 1 only wanted their love and a gift was not necessary. | would still receive a gift which 1 felt was 
an expression of their love. 


Now when 1 read the Christmas stories in Matthew and Luke, Рт reminded that God wants the same from me as 1 wanted from my 
children --love. Christmas makes me realize how much т worth. For it was that first Christmas that God sent his son born of a 
virgin, so that He might dwell with us and become a sacrifice for our sins. All we have to do is accept God's gift, and we are promised 
eternal life. This is what Christmas means to me. 


a 


- Donald E. Coventry 


& 
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Antioch Missionary Baptist (formerly First Congregrational) 
Vacated The Church Building Across Church Street From St. John's, 1999 


Note from the Authors: 


The building across from St. John’s was constructed in 1890 for the First Congregational Church and 
cost $13,470. Іп 1902, a major addition was added for $15,000. Significant work was needed in the 
1950s, and the congregation moved to a new location on MacArthur Road. Іп 1957, another church 
family, Antioch Missionary Baptist, purchased the property and moved from Greenwood Avenue. This 
congregation was devoted to the neighborhood and continued to increase its membership. In 1999, 
Antioch Missionary Baptist expanded to a new location on Mound Road, leaving the building vacant. 
The tenor of the neighborhood would be forever changed without the partnership of that congregation. 
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INTERIM COMPASSION 
AND INTELLECT 


1999-2001 


The Former Antioch Missionary Baptist Church And St. Johns, 2021 


pproximately 40 members of the 
Д attended the Parish-Wide 
Planning Day held on April 17th, 1999. The 
Planning Day had previously been scheduled 
but took on new importance to determine the 


future course of St. John’s after the death of 
Father Holt. 


The people met to keep the church energized 
and to move forward during the time 

they would have a temporary or 

interim priest while conducting a 
search for a permanent rector. 
Parishioners agreed that they 
wanted to continue their 
current work with existing 
programs so there was no 
lapse in serving others. They 
were reminded that Episcopal 
churches are churches of both 
laity and clergy. The rector is only 
one person with so many hours in 
a day and can only do so much. The 

laity has a responsibility as well to fulfill the 
mission of the church. St. John's parishioners 
promised to do their best as they studied their 
future course. 


In April of 1999, St. John's called an interim rector, 
the Rev. Eugene Allen Stormer, who would lead 
the search for a successor to the late Father 
Holt. One of Father Stormer's first actions was 
to preside over the annual youth service. It was 
held in honor of Father Holt, who had helped 
guide the youth in preparing it. 


Father Stormer was Chairman of the 
Commission on Ministry for the Diocese 
of Springfield, Illinois, and retired from the 
Southern Illinois University School of Medicine 
іп Springfield, where he was community 
psychiatry director. He graduated from St. 
Mary of the Lake University in Mundelein, Illinois, 
and Saint Louis University. He held a Bachelor's 
degree in Philosophy and Theology and a 
Master's in Social Work. He was recognized 
for his grief counseling, and it was hoped 
that Father Stormer could help parishioners 
mentally and spiritually overcome their grief. 
Not only was Father Stormer well-qualified for 
his new post, but he and his wife, Janet, were 
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“In April Of 1999, St. John's 
Called An Interim Rector, The 
Rev. Eugene Allen Stormer...” 


old friends to St. John’s parishioners as he had 
often acted as their supply priest. 


Being an interim priest is not easy and requires 
many different skills from being a full-time rector. 
In an article in the Springfield Current, The Rt. Rev. 
Peter H. Beckwith, former Bishop of the Diocese 
of Springfield, stated, "it is difficult for an interim 
priest to walk into a new congregation, minister 
to their current spiritual needs, prepare 
them for a permanent replacement, 
then leave." However, in the same 
article, Rev. Stormer expressed 
that he believed that there were 
many blessings for those who 
chose to help a congregation 
in this manner. He felt that 
each church held unique gifts 
and challenges. 


Father Stormer had interimed 

five times before coming to St. 

John's in 1999. He believed that the 

first thing an interim priest must do is 

love the people, help them in their struggle to 

be Christian, and then begin to help them plan 

for the future. Father Stormer felt that interim 

priests needed great sensitivity and the ability 

to work with groups effectively. St. John's was 

very blessed to have their friend and mentor, 

Father Stormer, as their interim priest because 

he considered the opportunity to be positive for 
both the church and himself. 


Rev. Eugene Stormer, Undated 


He was somewhat of an enigma. His 
appearance was different from many rectors. 
He could have blended in with the disciples 
with his hair and sandals and request that he 
be called “Gene.” Father Stormer had always 
been known as a man of grace, and now St. 
John’s was reaping the benefits of his broad 
compassion. He immediately began taping 
his sermons for shut-in parishioners and 
provided printed copies for others, with 

the caveat that he seldom used 

formal notes when delivering the 


In addition to his immediate family, his two 
sisters, Alice Underwood and Kate Ballington, 
who had lived until their 90s, also attended 
St. John’s. Mr. Wheal’s family consisted of his 
wife, two children, seven grandchildren, twelve 
great-grandchildren, and six great-great- 
grandchildren. His wife, Christine, who had been 
very involved with activities in St. John’s guilds, 
died in 1980. The kneelers in the sanctuary had 
been dedicated to her memory. Several 

of Мг. Wheal's family members still 

attended St. John's regularly 


sermon. in 2020. Bishop Beckwith had 
. presented Mr. Wheal with a 

Another death that spring diocesan pin for his 100th 

Moule. иви eden “ot "Elmer Wheal Was The birthday, and he was buried 

John’s parish family. Mr. Elmer | wearing it. 

Wheal died on April 27th, 1999. Last Tie To The Early 1900s 

He was the oldest member of Church.” Elmer Wheal was the last 


St. John's congregation, having 

celebrated his lObth birthday 

in January. He and his family had 

been very faithful to St. John's since 

his family moved to Decatur in 1913. He had 
known every Bishop of the Diocese of Springfield, 
from Bishop Seymour to Bishop Beckwith. In 
his youth, he had been a St. John's acolyte, a 
crucifer, and a soloist in the choir. An apprentice 
with the Wabash Railroad, Mr. Wheal worked 
there as a machinist until his retirement, as did 
others in his family. 


tie to the early 1900s church. 

Through the years, generation 

after generation knew him as a 

kind, loving Christian. He reflected on 

his 100th birthday, "When | do check out, l'm 

coming back as a priest. There’s too much hate, 

too many killings. I'm coming back to teach 
people to love one another.” 


Both Mrs. Ballington and Mrs. Underwood 
worked very hard for St. John’s church in many 
capacities, especially for St John's Guild. 
A delicate votive light stand located in the 
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Chastain chapel was given in memory of Alice 
Underwood. Parishioners were invited to light a 
candle to symbolize a special prayer offered 
for someone or something. A coin is then 
placed in the offering box in the stand. The tiny 
lights sparkling in the blue votive holders were 
meant to remind the congregation of friends 
and loved ones’ special needs. 


Once Father Stormer officially began 
his duties, he proposed a healing 
process in the July 19th, 1999 
Eagles Nest. He stated that he 
intended to share his cooking 
talents with the congregation 

as he felt meals together 
were important. 


| sincerely believe іп 

breaking bread together 

ds a sacrament in the small 

sense. It is here that we meet 

Jesus just as his disciplines met 
him. It is here that we can discuss the 
issues of life and celebrate the blessings 
that we receive. I sincerely hope that, like all 
families, we can share together our good 
times and our bad. In doing so, we will calm 
the terror of our hearts and bind ourselves 
together with God. 


Although the congregation was very unsure of 
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“1 Sincerely Believe In 
Breaking Bread Together As 
A Sacrament In The Small 
Sense.” 


the future, St. John's operated well with Father 
Stormer. Parishioners were encouraged to look 
beyond their grief and advance St. John’s vision 
in the community. Programs begun under 
Father Holt continued due to careful efforts 
and planning. The congregation maintained 
an active calendar of events. Father Stormer 
prepared several innovative and interesting 
programs for adult education and special 
weekly services. The new hardbound 
history released in 2000 sparked 
the interest of many of the 

parishioners. 


The Search Committee met 

for the first time on September 

2nd, 1999, and by the end of 

1999, the committee had sent 

inquiries to 45 priests to see if 

they had an interest in coming 

to St. John’s as the next rector. The 

proposed time table for receiving 

a new rector was August of 2000. The 

Search Committee was very busy during this 

time, and other changes were occurring as 

well. Although the long time office secretary 

and church treasurer completed their tenure, 
positive changes were still happening. 


A Sifth Century Eucharist as 
Done in Lome 


St. John’s Church 
«/УоуетВек 10, 1999 


Special Eucharist Cover, 1999 


At the Lamb’s 


High Feast We Sing 
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(АШ 1. At е Lamb's high feast we sing Prie to 
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in the tide Flow - ing from his pierc- ed side. Al-le - lu - іа! 
for the feast-Christ the vic-tim, Christ the priest Al- le - Iu - ia! 
um-phant go Through the wave that drowns the foe. Al-le - lu - іа! 
ty and love Eat ме man-na from a-bove. Al-le - lu - ial 


(Men) 


(Organ) 


5. Mighty victim from the sky, (АШ 7. 
Hell's fierce pow'rs beneath you Не; 

You have conquered in the fight, 

You have brought us life and light. 


Alleluia! 


6. Now по more can death appall, (Organ) 8. 
Now no more the grave enthrall, 
You have opened paradise, 


And your saints in you shall rise, 


Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow'r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in you to be. 
Alleluia! i 


Father, who the crown shall give, 
Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, your name we praise. 


St. John's Episcopal 
Church 


presents 


Choral Presentation 


€» Concert 


Date: April 30, 2000 


Alleluia! Alleluia! Time: 4:00 p.m. 


Text: office hymn, 17th cent.; rr. Robert Campbell, 1814-68, air. 
Tune: SONNE DER GERECHTIGKEIT, Bohemian Brethren, Kirchengeseng, 1566 


Choral Concert Bulletin Exterior, 2000 


The Choirs: 
Toccata & Fugue in Gm - J. S. Bach Bell Choir 
Joyful Praise - Hopson Jack Gordy Jim Holt Mary Peters 
Bell Choir Bill Ratekin Angie Ratekin Linda Holt 
Shawne Frick Dona Davis Eric Roe 
My Shepherd will supply my need - White Katy Phillips Joanna McCullough Natalie McCullough 
Bell Choir, Chancel Choir Kylie McCullough 
Katy Phillips, flute 
Song of Creation - Le Doux Children’s Choir 
Children’s Choir 
Bradley Holt * Alexander Kidd *Anna Grindy 
Adoramus te Christe - Dubois *Suzannah Rotz Michael Ratekin *Andrew Ratekin 
Children’s Quartet у |. Dylan Frick *Zachary Frick Joseph Couch 
Agnus Dei — from “Requiem” - Faure *Children’s Quartet 
Chancel Choir \ 
VE | Chancel Choir 
О Thou, The Central Orb — Wood 
Chancel Choir { Sopranos: 
: Kathy Moore Sara Davis Mary Peters 
At the Lamb's High Feast + Ferguson Marny Elliott Angie Ratekin Leslie Juneau 
Organ, Congregation 
Hymn on the Back Cover Altos: 
Sue Kramer Linda Holt Mary Black 
Triptych for Organ - Callahan 
Procession Tenors: 
Threnody Bill Ratekin John Henry Ken Black 
Final 
Basses: 
The Singing of Birds - Coxe/Warren Gene Black Bill Monson Bob Tibbetts 
Sara Davis, Soprano; Kathy Moore, Contralto Dale Elliott Jack Gordy John Byler 
Please join us at a reception in the Parish Hall. 


Choral Concert Bulletin Interior, 2000 


In the 1999 
Parish Warden 


Annual 
reported 


Report, the 
that the: 


Chapel had been remodeled 


Nursery had new carpeting 


Heating unit was replaced 


St. Mary's fence was replaced 


Parking lot was seal-coated 


Church doors were repaired 


Parking lot lighting was replaced 


Parish hall doorbell was installed 


Many of these projects were completed and 
paid for since Father Stormer did not accept a 
housing allowance. 


St John's congregation grew as a result of 
several small group activities, such as Foyers, 
where small groups met in each other's homes. 


Outreach efforts increased, and 1999 was the 
eighth year that volunteers from St. John's 
helped to prepare and serve food at the 
Good Samaritan Inn. This organization was an 
ecumenical program served by area churches 
and service organizations to feed a daily, hot, 
nutritious meal to the hungry people of Decatur. 
Stan and Ann Metz continued to direct the 


Father Stormer & Anne Kampfe, 1999 


Adoption Club and supported several children 
throughout the world. 


Father Stormer announced at the 2000 Annual 
Meeting that he was breaking with tradition 
and appointing a woman, Linda Kitson, as the 
Кесіогв Warden. Linda was a present member 


(C 


“Linda [Kitson] Was 
The First Woman Senior 
Warden In St. John’s 
History” 


of the vestry, and he felt that she was quite 
capable of leading the parish for the coming 
year. Linda was the first woman senior warden 
in St. John’s history. 


Father Stormer immediately began an adult 
education series entitled, “The Jesus | Would 
Like You to Know.” He wanted to offer his 
personal and intellectual experience with Jesus. 
In addition, he started instructed Eucharists 
and healing services. He actively sought out 
Lay Eucharist ministers and visitors for the sick 


Father Stormer & Linda Kitson, Circa 2000 
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ADOPTION CLUB HELPS OUT CHILDREN AROUND THE WORLD 


Poor and needy children get education 
help, nutrition help, medical help, thanks 
to Stanley Metz. 


The Decatur man started an Adoption 
Club at St. John’s Episcopal Church in 1972 
through the Christian Children’s Fund and 
continues to handle the administrative 
responsibilities, along with his wife, Ann. 


Thirty-one members of the church are 
eight children, 
contributing money for each child plus 
birthday and Christmas monetary gifts. 
Three of the children are in India, two in 
Brazil and one each in the Philippines, 


currently | supporting 


Guatemala and Kenya. 


"Groups of four contribute $75 each for 
a total of $300,” Metz said. The $300 
supports one child for a year. 


"Through the years, members of the church 
group have moved away, but they still 
continue their Adoption Club support," 
Metz said. The donors get regular reports 
on the children. "The Christian Children's 
Fund says the money helps tremendously." 


In addition to the Adoption Club, Metz 
is an all-around good guy as a longtime 


Aline From Brazil 


volunteer with Habitat for Humanity and 
the Good Samaritan Inn, along with church 
projects. When he sees a need, he acts. Like 
being an 18-gallon blood donor for the 


American Red Cross. 


He served on the Habitat for Humanity 
board and as treasurer from 1993-1997. 
Noting that the Good Samaritan Inn 
needed help, he formed a group from St. 
John’s and continues to arrange the group's 
serving times as corresponding secretary. 
He also serves on the Good Samaritan 
board of directors. 


At St. John's, he has served on the vestry, as 
church treasurer for 11 years and as rector’s 
warden. He put in more than 100 hours 
refinishing the vectors desk at St. John's 
in memory of the Rev. Ed Holt, who died 
March 28. 


Refinishing furniture has been Metz’s 
hobby for about 40 years. He keeps fit by 
swimming twice а week at the YWCA. 


“Stan Metz is reliable, kind, generous 
and hard-working,” praises Eve Shade, a 
friend. “Despite some health situations 
(back surgery), he continued in his varied 


BL. SY d = 


lex And Family From Guatemala 


volunteer work. He is an excellent role 
model for retirees.” 


An accountant, Metz, 72, retired from 
Mueller Co. as plant controller in 1989 
after 31 years there. А 1950 graduate of the 
University of Illinois, he came here in 1957, 
hired by Lyle Huff. In June, Stanley and 
Ann Metz will celebrate their 50th wedding 


anniversary. 


They have three sons: Roger, who lives 
in Spokane, Wash., Gregory, who lives in 
Naperville, and John, who lives in Batavia. 
They have six grandchildren. 


Parishioner Stan Metz, 1999 


Pavithra From India 


Karyl Miller & Father Stormer, 2000 


and shut-in. Parishioner Don Coventry had just 
begun his training as а chaplain's assistant at 
Decatur Memorial Hospital and helped with this 
ministry. 


Father Stormer had inherited other duties. With 
great gladness former parishioner, Karyl Miller, 
was ordained to the Sacred Order of Deacons 
at Christ Church in Valdosta, Georgia, by 
Bishop Henry I. Louttit, Jr. on February 

19th, 2000. She had beena radiology 
technician in various states and 
institutions for over twenty 
years. Her career began when 

she received a certificate and 
registry from the Axtel Christian 
Hospital School of Radiologic 


с 


‘It Was With Great Gladness 
That Former Parishioner, 


Karyl Miller, Was Ordained 


the Diocese of Georgia. 


Ten members of St John’s, along with 
parishioners from her home parish in Newton, 
Kansas, attended the service, and Father 
Stormer preached. She began her ministry 
at Christ Church across the street from the 
campus of Valdosta State University. St. John's 
presented her with a deacon's tunic and stole 
to wish her well in her new ministry. 


Father Stormer stepped right up to the needs 
and expectations of the busy congregation. 
He held confirmation classes, assisted with 
Vacation Bible School, and taught Adult Sunday 
School. He lobbied for a computer that would 
store digital images as he believed that older 
documents from the church should be saved 
and filed. Sadly, a digital camera was never 
purchased to complete this type of archiving. 


The printing of the new history called attention 
to St. John's. There were articles in the Springfield 
Current and the Decatur Herald and Review. St. 
John's was featured as the Illinois representative 
in the upcoming Historic Episcopal Churches 
Engagement Calendar for 2002. 


In May of 2000, the congregation 
was very excited to learn that 
the list of potential rectors had 
been pared down to two. They 
anxiously awaited an answer. 
Unfortunately, by July, it was 
clear that there would be 

no new rector this year. The 


Technology in 1967. Along with To The Sacred Order Of rector who was nominated, 
working, she had many outside 5 elected, and called declined 
interests. She had been involved Deacons... the offer. According to the 


with the Arts Council in Kansas, 
the Red Cross, Race for the Cure, and 
PEO, an educational organization. 


She had felt the calling to be a priest since 
childhood, but the time had never seemed 
right. At St. John’s, she was involved with the 
Education For Ministery (EFM) program and a 
Lay Eucharistic Minister. She began thinking 
about the diaconate with Father Holt in 1996. Her 
husband was transferred to Valdosta, Georgia, 
and she continued her ordination process in 


Episcopal protocol, the Search 

Committee would need to begin 

again to find that special person for the 

congregation. Father Stormer was asked to stay 

until a rector was called, and he readily agreed, 
which helped with the disappointment. 


Even though a new rector was still up in the air, 
the fall of 2000 was very busy with confirmation 
classes, Sunday School, and a new Millikin 
University ministry. Father Stormer was familiar 
enough with St. John’s to wonder if they should 
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SEASON OF LENTEN REPENTANCE BEGINS 


A reverent hush enveloped the sanctuary 
in St. John’s Episcopal Church for the 
noon Ash Wednesday service. Except 
for the liturgical responses, the 20 or so 
parishioners were silent. 


The Rev. Gene Stormer explained the 
significance of marking one’s forehead with 
ashes as a sign of repentance. 


“It comes from the book of Genesis,” he 
said. “m the wonderful image that is 
there, God scoops up dust and dirt that is 
there, and by breathing his spirit into it, it 
becomes a living being." 


Ashes remind one of the dust from which 
humans came, Stormer said. And putting 
those ashes on the forehead in the shape 
of a cross reminds believers of Christ's 
sacrifice to atone for their sins. 


As Stormer placed ashes on the forehead of 
each person, he said “Remember, man, you 
are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 


Ash Wednesday begins the Christian 
holy season of Lent, the 40 days (minus 
Sundays) prior to Easter. It’s a time of 
repentance, self-examination and, often, 
self-sacrifice. Catholics are required to 
fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, 
eating only one full, meatless meal and two 
smaller meals which together don’t equal 
one normal meal... 


While most non-Catholic Christians are 
not obligated to perform these acts of self- 
sacrifice, many do, including Episcopalians. 
This year, Stormer has encouraged his 
congregation to save the money they might 
have spent on favorite treats and give 
the money as a penance offering toward 
Project Hope. The project builds four-room 
concrete block houses in Honduras for 
hurricane victims. 


Melinda Chadwick, a member of St. John’s 
since she was a toddler, plans to give up her 
coffee habit for Lent. "I'm kind of a caffeine 
addict,” she said with a laugh. think 
the idea of giving money to the Honduras 
relief program is great. I'll probably give the 


money | would have spent on my coffee to 
that.” 


Not only will the penance money benefit 
people in Honduras who lost everything 
in the flooding and storms caused by the 
hurricane, Stormer said, but the act of 


giving it brings Christians closer to God. 


“Some call it ‘the desert experience’ or ‘the 
wilderness experience,’ " he said, referring 
to Christ’s 40 days spent in prayer and 
fasting alone in the wilderness prior to 
beginning his ministry. “You realize that, 
essentially, you need very few things and 
the rest is gracious blessings.” 


Melinda Chadwick, 2000 


hire а youth minister. He brought this up to 
the Vestry in September of 2000. Fellowship at 
St. John’s included a Brats Party, a Ghost Hunt 
party, a costume party, and a progressive 
dinner in December. Using his cooking skills, 
Father Stormer prepared a turkey dinner for 

the congregation in November. 


Meanwhile, the Search Committee 
continued to work and refine 
their goals. By December 
of 2000, they had finished 
receiving written responses, 
reduced the field of potential 


"[Organist Roberta 
Monson's] Death On March 4, 
2001 Shook St. John’s Parish 


took off or missed events when she absolutely 
had to, but her situation necessitated having 
substitutes when needed. Her death on March 
Ath, 2001, shook St. John’s parish as they awaited 
a new rector. To many in the parish, Roberta 
Monson was more than an organist and 
was also a close friend and confidant. 


While Father Stormer as interim 
priest had successfully guided 
St. John’s for two years, his time 
at the parish was drawing to 

a close. Soon a new Rector 
would be coming to St. John’s. 


rectors, completed telephone . Father Stormer had been 
interviews with ^ possible As They Awaited The New invaluable during a difficult 
candidates, and prepared Rector." time of transition. Through 


search teams to visit rectors that 
met the criteria. 


Time was moving on, and other events were 

affecting St. John's. Unbelievably in November 
1999, their beloved organist, Roberta Monson, 
found out that she had cancer and began 
treatments. She worked long hours and only 


his efforts, the parish remained 

healthy and strong in preparation 

for their new rector. Father Stormer 

continued to be a friend to the parish as he 

moved on to help the next church in need. His 

help would later be needed to fill a void. This 

would not be the last time that St. John's would 
need his guidance. 
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“PINK FLAMINGO” SERMON BY REV. EUGENE STORMER, 2001 


Have any of you ever seen a pink 
flamingo? Arent these unusual 
looking birds? You just don't see many 
bright pink, tall birds with long necks 
running around this town. Did you 
know that flamingos aren't pink all 
their lives? When they are hatched 
they are an entirely different color. 
What color do you think they are? 
When flamingos are very little, they 
are green. By the time they are three 
years old, flamingos turn from green to 
pink. Can anyone guess why? 


It’s because of what they eat! 
Flamingos eat two kinds of food, sea 
algae and shrimp. The sea algae and 
the shrimp cause the flamingo to 
change colors, from green to pink. 
Because of the kinds of food that 
flamingos put into their bodies, they 
eventually change color. Isn't that a 
strange way to change? l would like to 
think of the flamingo as our symbol 
for Lent. We live in a world that 
constantly affects us and changes our 
very color, if you would, and the color 
of our lives. We call this world that 
changes us and possib ly even defines 
us, culture. What is culture? It is 
the sum of the ideas that are given 
to us about life. We even have names 
for some of the decades and the 
message of the culture at that time. 
We think of those who came through 


the depression as saving things for a 
rainy day. My grandmother had lots 
of new clothes that were never worn 
because she kept them back for when 
she might really need them. 


1 was born at the beginning of World 
War ll — what Tom Brokaw calls 
the great generation. They were the 
builders of a new age. In the fifties 
something new was added. You can 
have it all. The credit card came 
along. No longer did you have to wait 
and defer that pleasure. With it also 
came debt. The sixties was an age of 
confronting injustice whether of civil 
rights or world peace. In the seventies 


we called it the Me Generation and 
looked. for fulfillment. In the eighties 
we called it the Greed. Generation 
and looked for success measured by 
possessions. In the nineties we began 
looking for ourselves again trying 
to find spirituality. There were more 
books on this issue produced in 
the nineties than ever before. Now 
that we are in the new millennium, 
] hope that during Lent we all have 
an opportunity to feed on the rich 
word of God and thus run our culture 
colors into pink. If we eat the food 
that is rich in the nutrients of God, we 
will make ourselves really noticeable 
to those around us. 


Pink Flamingos, 2020 
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Preparing For The 150th Celebration Dinner, 2005 


n March 4th, 2001, the Vestry of St. John's 
elected Rev. Donald Ralph Brown to be the 
next rector of St. John’s. After prayer and 


consideration, Father Brown accepted the call 
and prepared to come to Decatur in early May. 


Although the parish had been managing 
for two years with Father Stormer and had 
recovered somewhat from the shocking 
losses of Father Holt and Organist 

Roberta Monson, many tried 
and true events and activities 
proceeded on auto pilot until 

a new rector could be found. 
Father Brown came to St. 
John's ready to jump in. The 


(( 


“On March 1st, 2001, The 
Vestry Of St. John’s Elected 


Church in Russellville, Arkansas, where he had 
been rector since 1996. All Saints was a beautiful 
church of about the same size and tenor as 
St. John’s. He had been the rector of churches 
in Louisiana and Missouri, and it was felt that 
his strong pastoral attributes and agricultural 
interests would make him an excellent fit for St. 
John's in Decatur. 


He understood loss and family as he 
had lost his first wife to cancer. 
Father Brown and Gerry Hull 
Brown married in 1997 and had 
four grown children in their 
blended family. This move to 
Decatur would be Gerry's first 


parish celebrated his new Father Donald Ralph Brown experience living out of the 
ministry on July Ist, 2001. To Be The Next Rector Of southern United States. They 

St Johns.” both strongly felt they could 
Father Brown grew up on a farm „Jonnss. 


near Elsberry, Missouri, the oldest 

of five children. He graduated from 

the University of Missouri in 1964 with 

a Bachelor of Science, spent two years in the 
Army, and thirteen years as a farm manager 
in Galesburg, Illinois, until going to seminary. He 
was ordained a priest in 1982 after attending 
Nashotah House Seminary in Wisconsin and 
receiving a Masters of Divinity. 


He came to St. John’s from All Saints Episcopal 


help St. John's move forward. 


Father Don was a pastoral priest. 
"Pastoral" meaning that he conducted 

his work in a very precise caring manner. It refers 
to a priest's concern for his congregation, not 
unlike a shepherd worries for his sheep. He took 
the priest functions for St. John's community 
very seriously. He instructed the Christian 
Doctrine, administered the sacraments, and led 
the parish in matters of faith and the Church so 


Rev. Donald R. Brown, Circa 2001 
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Father & Gerry Brown and Mary Peters, 2001 
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Decatur, Шіпоів 


Celebration of a New Ministry 
Of Rev. Donald R. Brown 
With 
The Rt. Rev. Peter Beckwith, Bishop 


Celebration Of Rev. Donald Brown's New Ministry, 2001 


that all could lead a fully Christian life. He truly 
wanted the congregation’s emphasis to be 
reaching out to others who needed a spiritual 
home. 


When he and Gerry arrived, St. John’s was a 
beehive of activity. He immediately began 
assessing the congregation and trying to fill 
the needs that he saw. The financial status and 
physical condition of the church seemed stable, 
but there were other nagging concerns. 

When he presided over the Vestry 
meeting in May 2001, he already 
had suggestions for what he 
envisioned for St. John’s. 


(C 


Holt, continued to play a very active role in 
the parish. Linda sang in the choir, helped with 
Sunday School activities, and shepherded the 
Rev. Edward Holt memorial handbell choir. 
Іп September of 2001, Linda Holt and William 
Monson, widower of organist Roberta Monson, 
started a new chapter in both of their lives and 
families by marrying at St. John's. The couple 
continued to be involved in the church, sharing 

their talents and voices with the congregation. 


In June, Father Brown brought 
other proposals to the Vestry. 
He said there was interest in 
redecorating the office building 


. [Father Brown] Truly - St. Mary's Hall, the "house" 
опоной Hs Started wn Wanted The Emphasis Of The next door to the church. It 
a о 2. s Congregation To Be Reaching had been purchased in 1916 
Mo ЫЫ ARN Қалы from the Bacon family and 
doing traditional things for the Out To Others Who Were а had сен M 
M и НЫ агае у In Need ОЈ A Spiritual property to the Moran family for 
suggested a Vestry Planning Home.” 


Day on July 15th, 2001. He noticed 

that St. John's had no Advent Frontal 
vestment, and upon his recommendation, 

the Vestry immediately made the decision to 
purchase one with Memorial Funds. He also 
felt a Parish Directory update was needed and 
wanted to direct that project. He suggested a 
picture board in the hallway or name tags so 
people would get to know each other more 
quickly. 


In 2001, Linda Holt, widow of Father Edward 
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Linda Holt Helping Lead Bible School, 2001 
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several years. Eventually, it was 
used as a rectory, church school, 
and the church office. 


The property had not been updated since the 
1980s and was in dire need of help. In February 
2002, Bob Oakes presented the proposed action 
of the St. Mary's Office Renovations Committee 
and thanked longtime parishioner Patty Kampfe 
for chairing the committee. Oakes explained the 
plans, which included moving the church office 
into Sunday School rooms in the parish hall. 
He estimated that the extensive revitalization 


Holt & Monson Wedding, 2001 


would take between 6 and 8 weeks and cost 
approximately $45,000. 


The renovation included new wiring, plumbing, 
and redecorating on the first floor to make 
the facility a warm and welcoming place for 
volunteers and staff working, being counseled, 
or having group meetings and Bible study. 


The St. Mary’s Hall renovations were finally 
completed in April of 2002, and plans were 
made for a celebration. It was indeed a labor 
of love as several parishioners spent much time 
and effort. Bob Oakes and Randy Kampfe each 
donated more than 500 hours of their time. 
Stan Metz spent nearly 100 hours refinishing 
an antique desk for the rector’s office. The 
renovation was paid for with $48,000 that was 
received as pledges. A re-dedication for St. 
Mary's Hall took place in August of 2002. 


Another large project captured Father Brown's 
attention. Several parishioners were in favor of 
acquiring stained glass windows for the back 
of the church апа columbarium. The west 
nave windows were originally exterior doors to 
Church Street but had been converted to clear 
panes of glass when the cloister was added. 


In the Spring of 2002, The Vestry received a 
report on the new stained-glass windows 
project and approved a contract with Brooks 
Art Glass, Inc, to design and install four stained 
glass windows. Two of the new windows 
would be placed in the alcoves at the 

west end of the nave in memory 
of Father Edward Holt and the 
Loved Ones of Bob and Betha 
Tibbetts. The two clear, etched 
windows in the cloister beside 

the Merris Memorial Garden 


(( 


“The Vestry Rece ived A 
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St. Mary's Hall, 2002 


St. John's Vestry to move ahead with endorsing 
Don Coventry with his proposed postulancy. 


By August, Father Brown had manythings moving 
right along. He reported that his adult class was 
going well, with many in attendance each 
Sunday. The Vestry Planning Day had 
been successfully held. Committees 
had been put together for the 
office redecorating project. 
Vacation Bible School had 
been completed with 15 
children there each day. 


and Columbarium would be Report EEA niu 

repl й ; Glass Windows Project And Perhaps the most important 
placed with stained glass it fie: list hod b 

| f Roberta Monson Approved A Contract...” KSM AN е навй 

a ide - li accomplished. Children's 

ады ы Sunday School was moving 

Beyond remodeling, another ahead with a new program, 


pressing matter needed attention. At 

the June 2001 Vestry meeting, Father Brown 
explained the importance of a deacon and how 
К was a service ministry. He strongly encouraged 


Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, a 
curriculum for 3-6-year-olds and 6-9-year- 
olds. Montessori-based, the teachers were 
Julie Keith, Kathy Phillips, and Helen Ferguson, 
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Treasurer's Office Renovations, 2002 


RENOVATIONS TO ST. MARY’S HALL, 2002, PAGE 2 
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Rector's Office Improvements, 2002 


New Conference Room Doorway, 2002 
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RENOVATIONS TO ST. MARY’S HALL, 2002, PAGE 3 
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Conference Room Updates, 2002 
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Conference Room Updates, 2002 
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Temporary Office In Crib Room Of Parish Hall, 2002 


Offices In Parish Hall During St. Mary’s Renovation, 2002 


ST. MARY'S HALL / BACON HOUSE FACILITIES 


FIRST FLOOR 


Restroom 


_/Kitchen - 


Secretary's 
Office 


Porch 


Finance 
Office 
Conference 
/ Room 
SECOND FLOOR 
Rector's 
Office 
Bedroom 
Living Bath |. 
Room Room schen 
Bedroom 
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Bacon House Front Foyer, 2021 
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Bacon House Conference Room, 2021 


Bacon House Front Entry, 2021 


Bacon House Secretary's Office, 2021 
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who received lengthy training. Materials were 
ordered, and Helen Ferguson searched for 
church members who were artistic and could 
help with creating and painting objects made 
from wood. Jack Gordy answered the call, and 
many of his wooden atrium items and prayer 
tables were so beautiful and sturdy they were 
still used in the Sunday School rooms in the 
2020s. 


Volunteers offering the Journey to 
Adulthood series to older youth 
were Doug and Jane Gucker, 


(C 


had many times during her illness. The transition 
was straight forward as he already was familiar 
with the congregation and its musical taste. 


Along with his pastoral responsibilities, Father 
Brown developed and taught an intensive 
Inquirer Class on Sunday afternoons. It 
covered Episcopal Church history and the 
Holy Sacraments. Participants were asked to 
memorize the Lord's Prayer, Apostles 
Creed, and Nicene Creed. They were 
dsked to give brief reflections 

to the class about assigned 


James Keith, and Diane readings. 

Pleasant. Father Brown felt the "Along With His Pastoral - 
new offerings for the older Responsibilities, Father Brown Father Brown was ob 
outh were important because : every aspect of St. John's with 
| | Developed And Taught A ifying glass. His newl 
iE meant that Confirmation еуеіореа Апа laught An a magnifying glass. His newly 


preparation would be nearly 
a year long. Adult classes led 
by Father Brown were surveying 
Biblical Literature. 


Another primary worship concern for the 

parish finally had a solution. In September 2001, 
Paul Koch was hired as organist/choir director, 
which was a great relief. He was a professional 
church musician, holding a Bachelor's Degree 
in Music from Ohio Wesleyan University and a 
Master's in Sacred Music from Union Theological 
Seminary in New York City. Mr. Koch continued 
substituting after Roberta Monson's death as he 


Organist Paul Koch, 2004 


Intensive Inquirers’ Class On 
Sunday Afternoons." 


formed  liturgy committee 
addressed the church service's 
tone and requested that the 
Altar Servers, Chalicists, and Choir 
members refrain from talking as they 
waited for the service to begin. Father 
Brown proposed that they try to be quieter and 
line up not in the baptistery but on the right side 
of the aisle toward the bell tower. This action 
would ease congestion for people coming in. 
He reflected that “liturgy is prayer and all we do 
in liturgy is prayer in a sense.” 


In January of 2002, Father Brown explained to 


> 


Adult Class Led By Father Brown, 2004 
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Nave With New Stained Glass, 2001 


NEW ALCOVE MEMORIAL WINDOWS, FACING CHURCH STREET, 2002 
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New Columbarium Windows, 2002 
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the Vestry that the Lenten altar would be vested 
in unbleached linen highlighted with blood red, 
rather than purple. He also proposed using 
ceramic chalices on the altar, a new trend in 
many Episcopal churches. The Vestry supported 
his ideas on the updated Lenten altar and 
church vestments. 


(( 


“In His Own Quiet Manner, 
Father Brown Kept Things 
Moving At St. John's.” 


Father Brown spent much time writing letters 
and answering questions about the church. 
He sent letters to every guest who visited the 
church on Sunday with information about 
Chapel Ceramic Communion Set, 2020 St. John’s. He also sent letters to parishioners 
about concerns that they had, and furthermore, 
he sent letters to parishioners when he felt the 
need to chastise or ask them to do things for 
the church or the Diocese. He was definitely 
available, interested, and thoughtful. He visited 
parishioners in the hospital, even as far away 
as St. Louis, Missouri. St. John’s parishioners were 
basking in the attention of an involved rector 
who watched over all aspects of the parish. 


Always looking for ways to incorporate 
parishioners and visitors in St. John's worship, 
Father Brown asked the Millikin Choir to join the St. 
John's choir on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, and 


Evensong - English Style Wednesday of Holy Week 2002 with receptions 
SE. John’s Episcopal Church о cancers: 

And Father Brown also hosted a Labyrinth in the 
The Millikin Choir Parish Hall on March 2nd for the congregation 

March 24th - 27th, 2002 and the community. 
5:30 p.m. St. John’s High Schoolers held their annual 
English Style Evensong Cover, 2002 Youth Contemporary Service on April 7th, 2002. 
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SUPER LAGNIAPPE & YOUTH SERVICE 


It may not have been “Happening,” but 
the “warm fuzzy feelings” inside St. John’s 
Episcopal Church on Saturday evening, 
April 6th and Sunday, April 7th were more 
awesome than words could describe! On 
these two days, St. John's, Decatur hosted its 
sixth annual Youth Service and combined 
it that weekend with a Super Lagniappe. 
Almost бо youth participated at various 
times throughout the two days, making 
it one of St. John’s most successful Youth 
Services yet. Amanda Peoples of St. John's 


chaired this year’s event and also gave 


Sunday morning’s homily to both the 7:30 
and 10:00 a.m. congregations. Planning 
started in January with St. John’s youth 
breaking up into various committees -- 
worship, music, publicity and Lagniapye. 
Word quickly spread of the event and 
almost 35 high school kids from various 
churches in the Diocese of Springfield 
descended upon St. John's doors at 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday. Youth enjoyed a social hour, pizza 
party, sang music, practiced in the church 
for Sunday's youth service and then ended 
the evening with a dance (disc jockeys Zach 


Hellrung, Zach Ferguson, Ben Massey and 
Eric Roe) and karaoke. At midnight allwent 
to the chapel for Compline and afterwards 
“gradually” fell off to sleep. On Sunday 
morning everyone woke to the smell of 
traditional cheese biscuits and then quickly 
prepared to get ready for the youth service. 
Following the service, a special coffee hour 
with homemade treats was held in honor of 
the youth. Next year's event at St. John’s will 
be chaired by Katy Phillips. 


- Ken Hawley 


The Springfield Current. May, 2002. 


Amanda Peoples gave the homily. Nearly 
sixty diocesan youth met at the church for 
fellowship at a Super Lagniappe. This event was 
an overnight reunion for Happening Movement 
members and an opportunity to prepare for the 
Sunday Youth service. 


Gerry Brown was finding her place in the parish 
and began editing the Eagle’s Nest newsletter. 
One of the best additions she made 

to the newsletter was “Prayers of 

the Church.” Since the Eagle’s 
Nest was the most relied-upon 
communication from the 
church, the prayers helped 
parishioners know who 
needed helo and what was 
going on. 5һе significantly 
improved the newsletter and 
held that position for nearly 
four years. 


In May 2002, St. John’s became very 

involved with planning for the 125th Synod 

of the Diocese of Springfield, which would be 
held October lth and 12th, 2002, in Decatur at St. 
John’s. The Greek Orthodox Church accepted 
the invitation to provide the main meal. It took 
many hours to plan the event and contact 
community resources, such as motels and 
hotels, to make sure the appropriate needs 


(( 


“Many Parishioners Were 
Active And Involved In All Of 
The Projects And Day-To-Day 

Events Of The Church.” 


were ready. 


Many parishioners were active and involved in 
all of the projects and day-to-day events of 
the church. One specific member was honored 
with a special celebration of his ministry in 
June of 2002. Dr. Bill Requarth was recognized 
for over 80 years of service to St. John’s. He 
began in 1922 by being an Altar Boy. He moved 
from that to serve as a Vestry member 

and Synod delegate many times. 

He was the Chalice Bearer and 
Lector at the 7:30 a.m. service 
for over 20 years. He was 
active in Acolyte Training, 
Adult Education, and Cursillo. 

He was а valued trustee of the 
Endowment Committee and 

a Lay Eucharistic Minister. He 
often took communion to the 
sick and served as the chairman 
of the highly successful Century 

li/Extra Mile campaign in the 1990s. 

He had even preached a sermon during 
Father Stormer's tenure. Beyond his church 
involvement, he was a beloved and respected 
surgeon in Decatur during the last half of the 
20th century. The congregation thanked him 
for past and future service and rightly called 
him a "treasure." A favorite Bill Requarth quote 
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ST. JOHN’S DECATUR HONORS A “TREASURE” 
Dr. Bill Requarth, Hand Surgeon 


On Sunday, June 14, there was a special 
celebration at the coffee hour of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Decatur, Illinois. 
The ministry of Dr. Bill Requarth was 
honored. Following is an excerpt from my 
presentation about Dr. Bill: 


“It isn’t often that one can be recognized for 
over 80 years of service to an organization. 
This special coffee hour is to recognize Bill 
Requarth for his service and contributions 
to St. Johns. If you were at St. John's in 1922 
уои would have seen Bill serving as an Altar 
Boy. During his many years as a member of 
St. Johns Bill has served as a Vestry member 
and a Synod delegate. If you attended the 
7:30 алп. Sunday service during the past 
20 or so years you would have noticed he 
was the Chalice Bearer and a Lector at 
that service. He started serving from the 


time that lay persons were permitted to 
serve as Chalice Bearers. In his quiet and 
unassuming way Bill guided the acolytes 
at the 7:30 a.m. service and has also been 
active in acolyte training. Bill taught, if 
not the longest, then one of the longest 
running, adult Christian education classes 
at St. John’s. Being a very spiritual person, 
Bill was active in Cursillo for many years. 
He has been a trustee of the Endowment 
Committee since we started using Church 
member trustees. Since the establishment 
of the Lay Eucharistic Minister position in 
the diocese and at St. John’s, Bill has taken 
communion to shut-ins. He was Chairman 
of the very successful Century Il/Extra Mile 
capital funds drive in the mid-1990s. 


As the best loved and most honored surgeon 
in Decatur during the last half of the 20th 


century, Bill has been active in many fields. 
He was one of three founding members of 
the American College of Hand Surgeons. He 
became interested in hand surgery because 
of burns to his hand during his medical 
school years that were surgically repaired by 
ahand surgeon. 


During his years at St. John’s, Bill has 
been both a visible and in many things an 
equally effective, but not so visible, leader at 
St. John's. A “treasure” is described in the 
dictionary as something greatly valued or 
highly prized, something to be cherished. 
Bill, you are one of St. John’s many treasures. 


On behalf of St. John's, thank you for your 


TED 


past and future service to St. John’s. 
- Bob Ellison 


The Springfie [4 Current. July, 2002. 


was included in the 2000 History of St. John’s, 


I firmly believe that some of us came with 
nothing and others with great gifts all through 
the grace of God..and the most important 


Bill Requarth At St. John's, 1993 
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thing is that the more we have been given, 
the more He expects from us. 


While day to day events continued to advance, 
a pressing building need would soon come in to 
focus. Although the church building itself was in 
generally good condition from recent Century Il 
restoration efforts, some of the original stained- 
glass windows had begun to need repairs. 
The estimated cost was $400.00 per window. 
Specifically, the cost of replacing the rotting 
frames on the 21 yellow windows above the Altar 
would be nearly $15,000 in materials for solid 
vinyl frames plus installation by Craftmasters, 
estimated to cost an additional $7,000.00. 
Besides, the 20 round blue clerestory windows in 
the nave were also deteriorating. The quotation 
by B & B Glass to replace these with solid vinyl 
frames was $581.00 per window plus installation. 


Randy Kampfe reported that he had also 
discussed potentially replacing the Parish Hall's 
east clear windows with stained glass memorial 
windows. 


Other needs continued to surface. Vince Cooling 
asked for direction from the Vestry about the 
safe storage of the vestry minutes dating back 
to 1855. Randy Kampfe pointed out that the 
more recent minutes were also not in fire-proof 
storage. There was consensus that all records 
needed to be protected. 


Father Brown was efficiently managing the 
parish and enriching the congregation, but 
problems were brewing for the National 
Episcopal Church for which local parishes had 
not fully been prepared. Father Brown was 
involved whether he was ready or not. The 
Episcopal General Convention of 2000 voted to 
acknowledge and protect same-sex couples 
in the church. The national church resolution 
stated: 


We acknowledge that while the 
issues of human sexuality are 
not yet resolved, there are 
currently couples іп the 
Body of Christ and in the 
Church, who are living in 
marriage and couples т 
the Body of Christ and in 
this Church, who are living 

in other life-long committed 
relationships... 


Father Brown tackled this subject 

of “same-sex orientation,” as he 

called it in the October Ist, 2002 Eagle’s Nest. 

He pleaded for calmness and a continued 
conversation about this complex issue. 


| rather think neither position may be 
the truth; that the truth and the faithful 
response is yet to be discovered or revealed 
and will only be uncovered in the ongoing 
conversation with those with whom we may 
disagree. ..Writing this has caused me to 
wonder if the real conflict might be getting 
stuck on some fixed version of the church, 
losing sight of the fact that what we shall be 
lies ahead of us and not behind. 


In his Annual 2004 Rector’s letter he wrote: 


We ought not to overlook the difficulty of 


(( 


“Many Parishioners Were 
Active And Involved In All Of 
The Projects And Day-To-Day 

Events Of The Church.” 


maintaining a steady course this year. It 
has been a divisive time in the church and 
in the Diocese as a result of the sexuality 
issues. The Vestry has been very wise and 
supportive of not taking a stand that would 
be divisive, respecting the reality that 
we are not yet all of one mind on these 
matters. Nor has the Episcopal Church 
or the Anglican Communion been of one 
mind. Conversations have been open and 
respectful at Vestry and Parish meetings, 
a process that none have found easy, 
however, it has seemed faithful and a gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 


St. John’s was again openly involved in matters 
of the National Episcopal Church as its National 
Convention confirmed the consecration of 
Bishop Gene Robinson as the first openly 

gay bishop т a same-sex relationship. 


In an article from the Decatur 
Herald and Review on August 
7, 2003, Father Brown was 
concerned that а schism 

might develop. He said that 
he had not made up his 
mind yet of whether a gay or 
lesbian person should serve as 

a minister in the church. "I think 

| am kind of in the middle on it,” 

Brown said. 


The paper reported that St. John's 
parishioners were divided on the issue but 
didn't want their denomination to be split. The 
Rev. Peter Beckwith, Bishop of the Springfield 
Diocese, actually spoke against Robinson's 
confirmation on the convention floor. 


Two parishioners interviewed for the Herald and 
Review article, Melinda Chadwick and Melissa 
Rhodes, members of St. John's for over 50 years, 
seemed indecisive and thoughtful about the 
issue but not willing to leave the church over it. 
Indeed, some parishioners wanted him to take 
a stand, while others were willing to wait it out. 


As it turned out, only a few left St. John's or 
stopped their pledges for this specific issue. 
Some congregations eventually left the National 
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Episcopal Church and formed the Anglican 
Church of North America, still operating in 2020. 


In November 2002, the Vestry endorsed Donald 
Coventry’s candidacy for Holy Orders. The Vestry 
felt that Don was being formed spiritually. 

Don relayed to the Vestry that he was 
happy with his progress and felt 
that what he was doing was God's 

wil. He was looking forward 

to working as a chaplain at 
Decatur Memorial Hospital and 


“June 19th, 2004, Was An 


the Vestry about their limited role in making 
decisions at St. John’s. High schooler Katy Phillips 
spoke to the Vestry in August and requested 
that a high school student be on the Vestry. 
Father Brown agreed to start meeting with the 
youth to help discern the direction they 

would like to go and what activities 

they wanted to have. 


In 2003, St. John’s received an 
opportunity to participate in 
missionary outreach. Jack 


wanted to continue to become Auspicious Day In The Life of McDonald, former parishioner 
a deacon. SE Tohre As Don С t and son of longtime members 

Jo ns on ОУН Jack and Sis McDonald, made 
June 19th, 2004, was ап Was Ordained.” 


auspicious day in the life of 

St. John's as Don Coventry was 
ordained. Coventry would go on to 
serve St. John’s as a dedicated and loyal 
Deacon for years to come. 


The high school youth of the church were very 
active at this time and brought concerns to 


nna 
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а presentation to the parish 
about his family’s upcoming 
missionary plans in Bolivia. 


Jack McDonald and his wife, Mary, and 
their two children, Ashby and Jack, felt called 
to the mission field and were approved as 
missionaries by SAMS (Society of Anglican 
Missionaries & Senders). They spent much of 
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McDonald Family, Undated 


2003 in preparation, which included identifying 
friends and churches who would pray for and 
financially support their missionary work. 
Several individuals and six churches from 
Tennessee, Virginia, and Illinois agreed to 
help support them. St. John's was one of their 
significant supporters by providing a gift of 
$500 per month during their stay. They soon 
left for Bolivia in 2004 to spend three years. 


Their mission to South America was 
not а typical church planting, 
although they were attached to 

the Anglican Church of Bolivia 


(( 


Glad Hatters Day, 2003 


platforms to serve the poor and to proclaim 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The McDonalds felt 
that, although challenging, it was a privilege 
to use their professional skills to serve in the 
outreach of the Anglican Church. 


Eventually, Mary would continue on staff with 
SAMS and Jack on Associate Staff, where she 
raised support from churches and carried out 
short-term veterinary mission trips. She then 
traveled most often to Uganda, working 

with the Anglican Church of Uganda, 

where the needs were very acute. 


ond reported te Bishop Fank “Using Their Professions тыңдата (0 _nterattona 
of Veterinary Medicine for Of Veterinary Medicine For students at Virginia Tech. They 
Mary and Banking for Jack, Mary And Banking For Jack, took nativity sets and shared 
they shared the love of Christ Т hey Shared The Love Of 22. iu Pd ba 
2... Christ In Word And Muslim, Hindu, Islam, and Atheist 

: ' Deed.” backgrounds. Also, Mary taught an 


Christian relief and development 
organization was searching for both 

a banker and a veterinary in the same 
office. The ministry involved reaching out to 
indigenous Quechua people in rural areas who 
depended on farm animals for their livelihoods 
and for whom veterinary services were the 
difference between life and death. In those 
same communities, there were no financial 
services, во а micro-finance organization 
was needed. The McDonalds were able to 
use animal health care and microfinance as 


online English class to internationals 

from around the world. She had to 

postpone a trip to Uganda to teach animal 

health care classes and distribute goats due to 
political unrest. 


One of the most unique events in 2003 was the 
Glad Hatters Tea Party held on July 13th, 2003, 
in the Parish Hall. The event was to celebrate 
the life of the church. Many people wore 
hats and period clothing. The Parish Hall was 
transformed by decorations of soft yellows and 
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150 YEARS OF TRADITION 


St.John’s Episcopal Church in Decatur: more 
Catholic than Protestant. More Protestant 
than Catholic. A “bridge” church. 


“We have elements of Catholic tradition, 
and yet were responsive to Protestant 
elements,” the Rev. Don Brown, the rector, 
explains. 


Handing down the tradition of faith, 
love and dedication, the church at 130 
W. Eldorado St. dates from 1855. The 
parishioners will be celebrating 150 years 
during 2005, starting Sunday with the 
annual meeting, evensong and a potluck. 


A series of celebratory events will be 
climaxed with a “grand celebration” Sept. 
10-n. Patty Катр is chairman of the 
committee organizing the events. 


Two historical services are planned one 


The Herald And Review. January 29, 2005. 


using the 1789 prayer book, May 15, and one 
using the 1928 prayer book, June 19. And the 
Millikin Tudor Voices will sing April 17. 


September's celebration will include a 


dinner for past and present clergy and 


parishioners, a combined service and an 
evening lecture. 


The church has also prepared a historical 
anniversary calendar. 


“My husband, Randy, and 1 have been in 
the church since we came here in 1982,” 
Kampfe said. “It’s an important part of our 
life. The members have a lot of fellowship, 
getting together for dinners, soup suppers, 
potlucks, coffee hours celebrating our 
existence. 


“МЕ also have missionary outreach, 
supporting the McDonald family in Bolivia, 


and locally with support of the Macon 
County Exchange Prescription Program, 
the Good Samaritan Inn, Dove Inc. and 
Habitat for Humanity. Outreach will be an 
important part of the celebration. “ 


Vincent Cooling, finance director and 
involved in church administration for more 
than 40 years, said there are 501 members 
as of 2003, and average Sunday attendance 
was 157. 


“The 7:30 a.m. service is more conservative; 
the 10 a.m. service is more contemporary,” 
he said. Sunday school is at 9 a.m. There are 
also services at 6 p.m. Wednesday and 7:30 
алт. Saturday. 


Brown has been the rector for 3 1/2 years, 
coming here from Russellville, Ark. “We 


belong downtown,” he’s sure. 


lavender. Table centerpieces included old hats 
and memorabilia from years past. Pat Hunter, 
Tina King, Betty Watkins, Laurie DeLio, Julie Keith, 
Mary Williams, Gerry Brown, and Liddy Keith 
helped make this event happen. 
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“Father Brown Had 


і Gathered A Strong Group Of 
X Parishioners To Help Him 
TA With Many Aspects Of St. 
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By the end of 2004, Father Brown had gathered 
a strong group of parishioners to help him with 
many aspects of St. John’s. Clergy ministry had 
been expanded with the addition of Rev. Don 
Coventry as Deacon and Mr. Nigel Bacon as Lay 
Minister. Other lay persons who had stepped up 


Rey. Don Brown, January 2005 
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were Kathy Phillips with the Youth, John Leslie 
with Acolytes, and Pat Hunter with Altar Guild. 


Several events were in the planning stages, 
and parishioners were taking action. Father 
Brown was proud of St. John’s support 

of the McDonald family’s ministry in 

South America. A new organist, 
M. Janice Mitchell, had joined 
St. John’s. Perhaps most 
important, Patty Kampfe had 
taken on the formidable year- 
long task of planning the 150th 
Anniversary Events with an 
able committee. 


As 2005 arrived, grand plans had 

been made for celebrating 150 

years of St. John’s throughout the year. 

Former rectors and deacons were enlisted 

to helo celebrate. Documents and pictures of 
the 150th Celebration can be found at the end 
of this chapter. Clergy who participated were 
the Very Rev. John Hall, former Rector, Rev. Karyl 
Miller, Deacon, Rev. Don Coventry, Deacon, and 
Father Brown, Rector of the parish. 


In October of 2005, the Vestry received the 
final report and recommendations from the 
Youth and Family Commission, which had been 
formed by the Vestry to study all aspects of 
hiring a Youth Minister at St. John’s. They had 
surveyed the congregation and interviewed 
youth ministers. They were unanimous іп 
recommending that St. John’s fill this important 
position. The Vestry passed a resolution to hire 
а full-time Youth Minister by Мау Ist, 2006. They 
had a fund drive to finance this position for at 
least three years. 


In the Stewardship 2006 booklet, Father Brown 
opened the dialogue with his feelings about 
the year that had been spent remembering 
the past history of St. John’s. Although much 
had been celebrated, he believed there was 


с 


“Along This Same Theme, He He 
Sent His Resignation Letter To 
The Parish In May of 2006.” 


still much to come and work to be completed. 
He also wrote about his own goals. Perhaps he 
felt that he had accomplished what he could 
at St. John’s. At any rate he wanted to make a 
difference in the world because the Gospel 
truly makes a different in the lives of 

people. 


Along this same theme, he 
sent his resignation letter to 
the parish in May of 2006. 

reported that he had 

accepted a call to serve at 
St. Paul’s Holy Trinity Church 

in New Roads, Louisiana. As 
he was close to retirement age 
and this parish was closer to 
family and friends, it felt like a good 

move. With all of the involved activities 

and ups and downs of a close parish, he had 
taken excellent care of St. John’s for five years. 

Now it was time to take care of himself and his 

family. 


Father And Gerry Brown, Circa 2010s 
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You are cordially invited to attend the 


150TH ANNIVERSARY 
GRAND CELEBRATION 
OF 
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
DECATUR, ILLINOIS 


DINNER 


Saturday, the tenth of September 
two thousand five 
at six thirty in the evening 
in the Parish Hall 


Adult ~ $18.55 
Children (under 12) ~ $7.95 


CELEBRATION EUCHARIST 


Sunday, the eleventh of September 
two thousand five 
at nine thirty in the morning 


Brunch to follow in Parish Hall 


SESQUICENTENNIAL 150ТН ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL EVENTS IN 2005 


DISTRIBUTION OF A HISTORICAL 


ANNIVERSARY CALENDAR 
SPECIAL SERVICES 
1. Celebration kick-off at evening Annual Meeting with 


Evensong and potluck on Sunday, January 30, 2005. 


2. Lenten Services with a special Eucharist each 
Wednesday evening followed by traditional soup and 
sandwich suppers. 

3. Youth Service on April 24, 2005. 

4. Historic Service using 1789 Prayer Book followed by 
special Coffee Hour on May 15, 2005. 


5. Historic Service using 1928 Prayer Book followed by 
special Coffee Hour on June 19, 2005. 


GRAND CELEBRATION WEEKEND, SEPTEMBER 
10 AND 11, 2005. 


1. Dinner Saturday evening for past and present clergy 


and parishioners. 


2. Sunday morning combined 7:30 and 10:00 service at 


9:30 a.m. with a brunch following the service. 


а! Sunday evening Evensong, lecture and refreshments 


VISITING LECTURERS - CHALLENGES FACING 
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


7. Sunday Evensong services, lectures and refreshments 


in August, September and October. 


SPECIAL EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S 
1. Opus 24 concert November 6th 


2. Millikin Tudor Voices at Evensong April 17th 


3. Creative Center for Learning Classes held at St. John’s 
during March through May. 


OUTREACH 

1. Local 
“Money for Махз Meds:” a special collection for 
the Macon County Exchange (MAX) Prescription 


Program. 


2. Missionary Outreach 


Continuation of the three-year financial support of 


the McDonald Family’s Bolivia mission. 


St.John'swill celebrate its sesquicentennial in September 
2005. For 150 years St. John’s has been “Handing Down 
the Tradition of Faith, Love and Dedication.” 


The Committee consists of Louise Kidd, Betha Tibbetts, 
Kathy Phillips, Mary Peters, Betty Watkins, Mary 
Williams, Linda Holt-Monson, Carl Johnson, Bob 
Ellison and Chair, Patty Kampfe. 
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150th Anniversary Sign, 2005 
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Eucharist Bulletin For 150th TS 2005 
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Polishing The Candlesticks, 2005 Dusting The Nave, 2005 
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Eucharist, September, 2005 
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Rev. Don Brown Officiating, 2005 
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Artifacts For Grand Celebration, 2005 
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Rev. Brown At Celebration, 2005 
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Mim Klemens, Janet Stormer, Rev. Eugene Stormer, Harvey Phillips Celebrating, 2005 
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A SCHOLARLY TRANSITION 
2006-2008 


SEVENTEEN 


Father Hughes' Adult Education Class, Corinthian Correspondence, 2006 


John’s. The parish was presented with a 

new youth minister, an interim priest, and 
the loss of the choir director, Janice Mitchell. 
In addition to losing Father Don Brown, active 
Lay minister Nigel Bacon returned to Britain. 
Services were covered for nearly a month 
by Father George Pence from Bloomington, 
Illinois. Deacon Don stepped up to 
take care of many necessary 
tasks. Becky Bundy, secretary, 
and Vince Cooling kept things 
running smoothly in the office. 


F 2006 was a time of transition for St. 


St. John's 
intersected with 


transitions 
turbulent 


с 


“In August 2006, Bishop 
Peter Н. Beckwith Of 
The Episcopal Diocese Of 


facilitator, agreed to oversee the parish 
discernment process in the fall of 2006. 
Parishioners felt the process was even more 
critical as they searched for a new rector. 
St. John’s needed to know who they were as 
members of the Body of Christ and be able to 
articulate that identity to rector candidates. 
In the spring of 2007, Dr. Ed White, noted 
discernment facilitator, traveled from 
Washington, D.C, to St. John's to 
assist planning for the rest of the 
process. 


Parishioners received а 
sneak preview of The Rev. Dr. 
Frank Hughes of Shreveport, 


times for Episcopalians А Louisiana, supply priest т 
in the United States. Many Springfield Contacted [Rev. August, as he interviewed for 
denominational issues were up Dr. Frank] Hughes To Fill the interim position later in the 
in the air and at times seemed In At St. Johns..." week. Hughes was a native of 


unresolvable. The concerns spread 

to St. John's, as even the weekly music 
selections were causing distress among 
some parishioners. 


A parish discernment process was also just 
beginning. The Discernment Process involved 
thoughtful prayer, respectful listening, 
questioning, discussion, and reaching 
consensus. Father Alan Hansen, discernment 


Rev. Dr. Franle Hughes, Circa 2013 
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Texas and had received his B.A. 
in Religion from Hendrix College, M. 
Div. in Seminary Studies from Seabury- 
Western Theological Seminary, М.А. іп New 
Testament from the University of Chicago, and 
Ph.D. in New Testament from Northwestern 
University. He was presently the supply priest 
for St. James in Magnolia, Arkansas, and had 
d varied background of being a missionary, 
interim pastor of several churches, and a 
Fulbright Scholar. 


In August 2006, Bishop Peter H. Beckwith of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Springfield contacted 
Hughes to fill in at St. John's until a permanent 
rector could be found. "| agreed in writing not to 
be a candidate for rector, so members could 
focus more on the selection of a priest and 
other needs of the parish,” said Hughes, 53. 


The summer had been full of preparing for 
the arrival of the new Youth Minister. In July of 
2006, after one year of searching, St. John's 
announced the calling of Jeremy Duprey as 
Youth Minister. Jeremy was an Episcopalian 
and the son of an Episcopal priest in Sheridan, 
Wyoming. He had graduated from Rocky 
Mountain College and had been a VISTA 
(Volunteers in Service to America) volunteer. 
The AmeriCorps VISTA was a national service 
program designed to alleviate poverty. He had 


much experience working with youth as both 
an intern in Texas and as an Assistant Youth 
Minister in Billings, Montana. He also volunteered 
for several agencies and food banks. 


He and his wife, Jamie, were very excited 
about moving to Decatur from Billings, 
Montana, and beginning this new 
chapter in their life. He was 
commissioned on August 27th 

with а welcoming reception 


(( 


was held at the Decatur Club on Friday, October 

20, 2006, to hear the needs of the parish and 

its hopes and dreams for the future. The Very 

Rev. John L. Hall, Ph.D. and former rector, was the 

keynote speaker. Ninety members of St. John's 

participated т the gala stewardship 
dinner. 


Father Hughes worked diligently 
with church members іп 
executing its discernment 


and gifts for their pantry. They “Ап Air Of Expectation process, looking at the mission 
arrived on August llth and set Spread Throughout The goals and ministries of the 
to work. His title was Director of Congregation With The church. The discernment 
Youth ministries. Addition Of A Youth process mandated that 

| . M A^ people ask questions, pray, and 
He immediately set up the Minister. 


middle school youth group on 

Sunday nights from 5:00 to 6:30 P.M. 

and the senior high group to meet on 
Sunday nights from 7:30 to 9:00. He resumed 
Sunday school for the senior high students. 
Doug and Jane Gucker led the Junior High class. 
He personally called the older youth to invite 
them to the new weekly gatherings. 


An air of expectation spread throughout the 
congregation with the addition of a youth 
minister. Other events were also in the works. 
Sue Kramer was running a Prayer Shawl ministry, 
and Elizabeth Keith was conducting Friday Bible 
Study at 10:00 a. m. 


In Father Hughes' first communication with the 
church family, he stated, "It's not a time simply to 
‘mark time’; rather it is a time to listen, to discern, 
and to move forward." He opened his time at 
St. John's with a new Adult Christian Education 
Class, entitled The Corinthian Correspondence. 
He proposed that the participants study the 
nature of the extended conflict in the Corinthian 
church, Paul's opponents in Corinth, and Paul's 
letters in response. He also reminded them 
to bring their Bibles. Clearly, Father Hughes 
was ready, willing, and able to help St. John's 
parishioners study and learn. He also began a 
confirmation class. 


St. John's congregation continued to study itself 
in preparation to call a new, permanent rector. 
A "Celebrate St. John's and Its Future", dinner 


listen prayerfully for answers 
to those questions from God. St. 
John's parishioners were studying 
the question, "Where does God want 
us to go?" Some of those goals included 
being a parish for everybody, no matter their 
background, and doing more evangelism by 
getting involved in the community. 


Pastor Jeremy Duprey & Family, Circa 2017 
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Under the direction of Father Hughes, other 
existing projects were on target and finally 
finished. New stained-glass windows were 
installed on the Parish Hall’s east side on 
September 8th by Brooks Art Glass, Inc. of 
Springfield. The twelve windows were given 
as memorials or in honor of loved ones by 
parishioners. The windows depicted various 
activities that take place in the community, 
ranging from charity to fishing to weddings. 
Wainscoting was installed around the choir and 
sanctuary in memory of Bill Shade and from the 
gifts received in his honor. 


Father Hughes’ insights into the Episcopal 
traditions were very inspiring. He penned a 
long article in the November 2006 Eagle’s 
Nest entitled The Due Celebration of Sundays, 
which reviewed the Outline of the Faith 
commonly called The Catechism. He 
suggested that some parishioners 

had forgotten that Sundays 

were to be celebrated with 
attendance and Eucharist. 


He also called for more 
people to contribute to 
the Discretionary Fund. He 
reported that since he had 
arrived, he had distributed 
$1,631.61 from his Discretionary 
Fund to needy persons, but that the 

total given to the fund in Sept and Oct 

was only $156.00. He pushed the members of St. 
John's to become more involved and active in 
all aspects of the church. 


The new Director of Youth Ministries, Jeremy 
Duprey, and supportive sponsors, were off and 
running. The active youth groups had suppers, 
scavenger hunts, weekly meetings, and had 
begun remodeling the high school Sunday 
School room. In addition, they were making 
plans and attended various Christian concerts, 
including YouthQuake in North Carolina on a 
chartered bus. 


Using November 2006 as an example, the high 
school youth group's schedule included three 
dinners, a concert out of town, Box City - a 
community learning event about Homelessness, 


648 A SCHOLARLY TRANSITION 2006-2008 
ШЫ i V ———M— —Y———À—€——————  À € 


(( 


“Father Hughes’ Insights Into 
The Ep iscopal Traditions Were 
Very Inspiring.” 


and a Happening Episcopal event. Youth were 
inspired and bringing their friends. 


There were changes to the Elementary Sunday 
School classes as well. First, there was circle time 
with the children gathered for praise and prayer. 
Then the students went to their respective 
classrooms for instruction. The teachers were 
Julie Keith, Patti Sammons, Jennifer Myers, and 
Sandy Henry. They used а lectionary-based 
curriculum, entitled Life Together. 


In addition, a new Organist/Choirmaster was 
hired. Mr. Robert G. Dial was a seasoned choir 
director with much experience. He also was 
involved full-time with organ building and 
owned Robert G. Dial Organ builders from 
Springfield, Illinois. He was very familiar with 
our organ after having completed major 
repairs on it. He was well-respected 
and St. John’s was happy to have 
an organist again, especially one 
who could enhance the sound 
the organ. Unfortunately, he 
only stayed a short time as the 
demands of his business were 
overwhelming. 


St. John's was a busy place in 
January 2007. The parishioners 
looked forward to new adult 
education classes, continuing the 
Discernment Process with The Rev. 
Edward A. White, and the youth groups' 
participation in YouthQuake in North Carolina. In 
addition, the McDonalds were continuing their 
efforts in Bolivia through the South American 
Missionary Society. 


Throughout 2007, St. John's continued the 
discernment process with Jennifer Myers as 
the leader from the parish. The youth groups 
became larger as a result of their friendship 
activities, Bible Study, and concerts. Director 
Duprey sent out calls for the parents to help 
with various programs as drivers, chaperones, 
or participants. 


St. John's parish successfully continued several 
outreach opportunities with the top four 
being DOVE (Domestic Violence Program), 


Faith in Action (Enhancement of disabled and 
homebound persons), Good Samaritan Inn 
(Provides meals for the homeless), and Meals 
on Wheels (Provides meals for the homebound). 


In April, the parish embarked on anew ambitious 
project entitled “Stop the Rot” to improve the 
frames and storm windows in the nave and 
the chancel. The 21 yellow chancel windows 
and the 20 round clerestory window frames 
and storm windows were replaced. Іп addition, 
the ten south facing clerestory stained glass 
windows were rebuilt. These were not rebuilt as 
part of the Century Il renovation. The cost was 
approximately $110,000. The vestry approved 
the project subject to the Finance Committee 
coming up with a satisfactory plan to pay for it. 


During the summer, parishioners were happy to 
learn that one of their own, John Reeves Henry, 
was enrolled as a Postulant for Holy Orders by 
the Right Rev. Peter H. Beckwith. John Henry had 
been a member of St. John’s since the early 
1990s and was an active participant of the 
congregation. St. John’s pledged to help with 
seminary expenses. 


Henry was one in the long line of persons 
raised from the ranks of St. John’s to ministry. 
Fr. John Henry was a Sunday School teacher, 
chalice bearer, choir member, Vestryman, 
and sometimes Children’s Sermon-Giver at St. 
John’s. He was a popular educator in the Decatur 
Public Schools, teaching early elementary 
students for many years. For some of his friends 
and acquaintances, it was just a matter of time 
until he answered God's call. Someone 

once asked him why he wrestled 
so long with God before he went 
to seminary, and he responded, 
“God had some other things for 

me to do first.” 


John Henry walked into church 


* The Parish Embarked 
On A New Ambitious Project 
Entitled “Stop the Rot” To 


RECTOR PROFILE OF REV. DR. FRANK HUGHES 


Father Hughes is a native of Texarkana and was educated 
in the Texarkana, Arkansas, public schools. He went 
to Hendrix College in Arkansas and graduated there. 
He later graduated from Seabury-Western Theological 
Seminary and earned a Master in Divinity degree. 


Upon graduation from seminary he enrolled at the 
University of Chicago and earned an M.A. in Early 
Christian Literature, and later earned his Ph.D. in New 
Testament at Northwestern University. He was later a 
Fulbright scholar and did postdoctoral research at the 
University of Göttingen in Germany. 


Father Hughes was ordained in 1981 in the city of Chicago. 
While still involved in doctoral research, he served the 
Church of the Epiphany in Chicago, later serving churches 
in lowa and North Carolina part time. After his year in 
Germany, he served at St. Luke’s Church, Germantown, 
in northwest Philadelphia. He became rector of St. Mark’s 
Church in Lewistown, Pennsylvania. He served until he 


went overseas and taught New Testament for six and a 
half years in Codrington College in Barbados. Here he 
was an Appointed Missionary of The Episcopal Church. 


Since his return from the Caribbean, he has done several 
interim ministries: including St. John’s Church in Decatur, 
Illinois; the Church of the Holy Cross in Shreveport; and 
St. Paul's Church in New Orleans. He has taught New 
Testament in diocesan schools of theology in the Dioceses 
of Pennsylvania, Central Pennsylvania, Springfield, and 
Western Louisiana. 


In his spare time, Fr. Hughes enjoys listening to music, 
cooking and watching movies. 


St. Timothy's Episcopal Church Website, Circa 2010 


his legs over the side of the boat and the 
rest is history. He attended Nashotah 
House Theological Seminary and 
graduated from there in May 
2010. He was ordained to the 
Diaconate by Bishop Parsons 

on November 30th, 2010, at St. 
Pauls Cathedral in Springfield. 


one morning in 2004 and Improve The Frames And He was ordained to the 
found in his pew a brochure Storm Windows In The Nave Priesthood on June 29th, 2011, 
advertising an adult class to be And The Chancel.” by Bishop Martins. He served as 


led by Karen Earp. It was a study 

of the book /f You Want to Walk on 

Water, You've Got to Get Out of the Boat. 

He joined the class and at its conclusion, lifted 


the Rector of St. Paul's, Carlinville, 

Illinois, since that time. He was also 

the Chairman of the Commission on 
Ministry. Father Henry expected to retire as 
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MEMORIES IN COLOR - STAINED GLASS PRESERVES IMAGES OF CHURCH LIFE 


Ramona Borders and friends had a stained-glass window featuring 
a lily dedicated in honor of her late husband, Joe, at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Decatur. 


A single white lily represents the memory of the years Ramona 
Borders shared with her late husband, Joe. 


That memory, among many others, is preserved in the stained- 


glass windows in the fellowship hall of St. John’s Episcopal Church. 


Last year, the church announced plans to install stained-glass 
memory windows. Members could sponsor a window for a fee. 


‘Joe and | liked to support things at the church,” Borders said of 
her husband, who had been a member of St. John’s Episcopal for 
50 years. Joe Borders, who loved lilies and working in the garden, 
died in February 2006. He never did get to see the stained glass- 
windows installed, she said. 


In all, there are 12 windows. Each is a decorative reminder of the 
activities around the church, said the Rev. Frank Hughes, interim 
rector, who blessed the windows when they were installed a few 
months ago. 


Steve Brooks, owner of Brooks Art Glass in Springfield, designed 
and installed the windows. He said the patterns on each of the 
middle medallion pieces were custom-made and hand-painted. 


The overall windows were supposed to be similar in color to the 
other windows of the small chapel, but it didn’t come out an exact 
match, he said. 


“We do alot of restoration work in restoring stain. for churches,” Brooks 
said, “but stained-glass windows aren't as popular as they used to be.” 


The Herald And Review. May 12, 2007. 


rector on July Ist, 2021, his 72nd birthday. 


In 2020, Father John made an interesting 
tip through Market Deeping, 
Peterborough, England, and 
visited former lay minister Nigel 
Bacon and his wife, Julie. This 
area was their home before 
they journeyed to Decatur 
years ago. Nigel remains very 
active in their local parish 
church, parts of which were 
constructed in the year 900, of 
which he often spoke when he 
and Julie were at St. John’s. During 
а long vacancy for a rector, Nigel even 
served as a sort of lay priest in charge to keep 
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“Jeremy Duprey, And His 
Wife Jamie, Had Alerted The 
Vestry That They Would Be 


Leaving...” 


Many new churches prefer plain plate-glass windows, he added, 
attributing it to the escalating expense of putting in stained-glass 
windows. 


He said he will be returning this summer to St. John’s Episcopal 
to work on all the v7-year-old-stained glass windows in the main 
sanctuary. Some of the wood framing around the windows is 
rotting and will be replaced with aluminum framing. 


WINDOWS OF THE SOUL 


These are the designs of the stained-glass windows of the fellowship 
hall of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Decatur: 

-a basket of corn and wheat to represent the harvest 

* aman in a row boat to represent fishing 


* a child jumping rope in memory of all children and those who 
have left earth to be with God 


* aneedle, thread and thimble to represent sewing 


* a single dove flying in a beam of sunlight to represent charity 


* awhite lily in memory of gardener Joe Borders 


* books stacked next to a candle to represent teaching 
“ а handshake to represent the church’s community outreach 


* a cup and several large jars to represent the joyous union of 


weddings 
* aguitar and drums to represent music 


* а loaf of bread, a bright тей apple, knife and fork to represent 
the feast 


* grain weights, to represent the importance of business. 


the parish running and filled the pulpit many a 
Sunday. Nigel also has a seat on the Chapter 
(vestry) of St. Guthlac's Church and is 

fondly remembered by many St. 

John's parishioners. 


regular | church 
Jeremy Duprey, and his wife 
Jamie, had alerted the vestry 
that they would be leaving, as 
he had accepted a position 
at a large suburban church 
in the Richmond, Virginia area. 


He had built a solid foundation for 


youth ministry in Decatur during his 


short tenure. In 2020, he served as Pastor of 


In the fall, it was a return to 
business. 


Nigel Bacon (left) And Family, 2020 


Community Lutheran Church in Hill City, South 
Dakota. 


This turn of events necessitated revitalizing 
the youth minister search committee 
to again look for a full-time youth 
minister. The previous committee 

was reconvened and now 
included two youth. The search 
committee for a new rector 

was also continuing their 


(( 


Episcopal Church's response. The Right Rev. 
Peter Beckwith proposed to visit St. John’s on 
Sept. 19th, 2007 to discuss these issues with the 
congregation. 


Finally, in October 2007, the parish goals were 
approved to be used for the Parish Search 
Request that would be sent to the Church 
deployment office. 


ST. JOHN'S PARISH GOALS WERE AS FOLLOWS: 


e Support one another and promote loving 
relationships 


e Demonstrate through our actions that the 
church is the visible presence of Jesus Christ 
in the world 


* Evolve to a discipleship parish while retaining 
our Anglican traditions 


* Use our God-given gifts in the ministry of St. 
John's Church. 


Father Hughes' tenure as the interim priest was 
soon finished, and he left to take over as interim 
priest at Church of the Holy Cross in Shreveport, 
Louisiana. St. John's, although better because 
of him, was left in nearly the same state as 
when he had come a year and a half before. 
In November, Organist and choir director 
Robert Dial resigned. Once again, 
St John's was searching for an 
organist, full-time youth minister, 

and full-time rector. 


Parishioners remember Father 


steps in the process and was "After 150 Years Of History Hughes and his time іп Decatur 
finalizing questions and goals In Decatur, God ls Not Done fondly. Опе parishioner, 
and presenting them to the With Us.” Karen Earp, summed up the 


parish. 


Although St. John's was doing 

well enough, the National Episcopal 

Church was still іп | controversy 
surrounding decisions made by the General 
Convention and the House of Bishops of the 
Episcopal Church. These decisions involved the 
consecration of Gene Robinson as a bishop in 
New Hampshire, the Windsor Report, and The 


experience by reflecting that 

she appreciated Hughes' diverse 

teaching methods. She found 
several of his insights fascinating. 


In a newspoper article where he reflected on 
his time in Decatur he stated, "After 150 years 
of history in Decatur, God is not done with us." 
He finished the interview with this thought, 
"Before | came, | asked Bishop Beckwith, was 
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there anything particular that he wanted me 
to do at St. John's? He just told me, ‘I want you 
to preach and teach the Christian Faith.’ So | 
have tried to do what the bishop asked me to 
do,” Hughes said. 


(( 


“1 Want You To Preach 
And Teach The Christian 
Faith...” 


In the transition, Joshua Hearn was hired as 
organist/choir director in December 2007. He 
was a highly qualified professional musician 
holding a Bachelor of Music degree in organ 
performance from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. He was working on a 
Master of Music degree in choral conducting. He 
soon hired four Millikin students to supplement 
special music events, such as Easter. 


St. John's also launched a new web site with 
Phillips Consulting. 


Deacon Don Coventry did much of the work 


Deacon Don And Father Hughes Baptizing 
Alexavier Akins 


of a rector until a new one was found. The 
vestry compensated him for his services with 
d stipend, a housing allowance, and paid 
mileage on his car. 


Finally a new rector was called in July of 2008. 
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PARISH HALL STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
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"LET THE CHILDREN COME TO ME ... FOR THE KINGDOM 
OF HEAVEN BELONGS TO SUCH AS THESE " 
THE JAMES A. KLEMENS FAMILY 


TO THE GLORY OF GOD | 
FROM ST. FRANCIS GUILD 


" a] 1! 
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Left, Children, The James A. Klemens Family - Right, Sewing, St. Francis Guild 
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PARISH HALL STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 


СЕЖЕ ee 
IN MEMORY OF JOSEPH BORDERS 
FROM HIS WIFE RAMONA AND FRIENDS 


RANDALL & PATRICIA KAMPFE 
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ІМ THANKSGIVING FOR FAMILY 
E 


Left, Charity, Randall & Patricia Kampfe - Right, Funerals, Joseph Borders 
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PARISH HALL STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 


JOHN С. & IRENE В. MUNSIE & МУ 7 SIBLINGS E РЕГ АР 
SIVEN ВУ ROBERT ©. MUNSIE 2006 ОВ. WILLIAM Н. REQUARTH 
[ --- 4-2 


ІМ MEMORY ОҒ МҮ PARENTS | ІМ НОМОР. ОҒ 
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Left, Teaching, Robert G. Munsie - Right, Outreach, Dr. William H. Requarth 
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PARISH HALL STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 


IN CELEBRATION OF THE JOYOUS UNION OF IN HONOR OF RACHAEL OUR MOTHER 
MELINDA NICHOLSON HEDRICK AND STEPHEN JOSEPH ы; RACHAEL CAMPBELL KING Qu. 
CHADWICK ON MAY 17, 1975 JUNE 19, 1912 - MARCH 4, 2003 “ч? 
oe Å- ++ з —  — dl di ann | 
" "] 


Left, Weddings, Melinda Nicholson Hedrick And Stephen Joseph Chadwicle 
Right, Music, Rachael Campbell King 
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PARISH HALL STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 


IN LOVING JOY AND CELEBRATION OF 
GALE AND LOIS HEDRICK'S 45 YEARS IN THEIR CHURCH 
AND THE GLORY OF GOD EVERLASTING 
ы 


Left, Feasting, Gale And Lois Hedrick - 
Right, Business, Capt. And Mrs. Roy К. Wight, USN 
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t was with great excitement that the 

September 2008 Eagle's Nest announced 

that St. John's had a new rector. Coming from 
Littleton, Colorado, Rev. Charles J. Reischman, 
his wife, Gina, and their three children, David, 
Matt, and Anna, settled into Decatur, Illinois, 
with gift cards, invitations of hospitality, 
calls, visits, and offers of help from 
happy parishioners. Father 
Reischman seemed to be 
just what the Discernment 


(C 


the brim with activities. The Bishop made his 
annual visit to St. John's on September 7th and 
celebrated Father Reischman's new ministry 
that weekend. An Appreciation Coffee Hour 
was held on September l4th to thank Deacon 
Don Coventry for filling in during the absence 
of a full-time rector. The first vestry 
meeting was held September 2lst, 
and the Annual Brats party was 

held at Bob and Arline Causey's 

on September 28th. The 


Committee had wanted. He “t Was With Great Reischmans were welcomed 
had gone to middle and high Excitement That The into an active church. 

school at a Catholic Boarding T —— IQ : ) . 
school that was a seminary р gles №е$ Father | Reischman's first 
for boys in Akron, Ohio. He had Announced That St. John's column in the St. John’s Eagle's 
an undergraduate teaching Had A New Rector.” Nest was that of defining 
degree, and completed his discipleship — and how that 


Master's of Divinity at the Episcopal 
Theological Seminary of the Southwest. 

He had served churches and parachurch 
ministries in various capacities throughout 
his ministry. He loved missions and had taken 
church teams to serve in 12 countries. 


His first month, September 2008, was filled to 


> 3 
Rev. Charles |. Reischman, Circa 2008 
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would affect St. John’s family. The 
Discernment Committee earlier had 
determined that St. John’s wanted to evolve 

into a discipleship parish while retaining its 
Anglican traditions. Father Reischman defined 
the process of discipleship, which meant to 
follow Christ’s example and grow close to our 
Lord in every way. He suggested that to grow as 


You're Invited. 


Let’s Celebrate! 


On Wednesday, November 5" at 6:30, we will gather 
at St. John’s to celebrate, with a party to 
welcome our new priest! Can you be with us for this 
special service and party? 


6:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 


Service of Celebration 
Party in Parish Hall 


St. John’s Episcopal Church 
130 W Eldorado St 
Decatur, IL 62522 


Questions? Call us at 428-4461 


Hope to see YOU and YOUR FAMILY on Nov 5"! 
Childcare provided 


Celebration Of New Rector, 2008 


LIGHTING A FIRE 


NEW RECTOR OF ST. JOHN'S SEEKS 
GREATER NUMBERS, SPIRIT 


A new face is bringing a renewed spirit 
to St. John’s Episcopal Church. 


It’s been a couple of years since the 
church has had a full-time rector, and 
the Rev. Charles Reischman is excited 


to be able to fill that void. 


On Wednesday evening, Bishop Peter 
H. Beckwith of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Springfield officially installed 


Reischman as rector of St. John's. 


After the ceremony, Beckwith said he 
had great confidence in Reischman 
to lead the only Episcopal church in 
Decatur. “It’s a blessing to have him 
here,” Beckwith said. “We always say 
that we can’t do things by ourselves. 
But God and Chuck will make a great 
team.” 


Reischman left a church in Littleton, 
Colo., to take the position at St. John’s in 
September. He said he had heard about 
the position when Beckwith made a 
stop in Denver on his way to Brazil. 


Reischman said he prayed about it for 
six months before deciding to take the 
position. “1 chose this church because 
there is a vision here to grow deep 
roots of discipleship and outreach in 
the community,” he said. “And 1 believe 


this congregation wants to make a 
difference in lives.” 


While still getting settled into his new 
office at the church, he sat behind his 
desk and flashed a quick smile and said, 


"| consider myself a church grower.” 


The Rev. Frank Hughes, the interim 
rector who left in January, started 
the church in a discernment process 
of developing its purpose and goals. 
Reischman said he is looking forward 
to helping the church carry out that 


mission. 


That includes the desire to spread 
the gospel, more emphasis on youth 
ministry and drawing more young 


families into the church fold. 


“We do have an older congregation 
with a younger vision for growth at this 
church, which is unusual, but at the 
same time exciting,” Reischman said. 


“My heart is not for us to be another 
church here in Decatur, but one for 
those not going to any other church 
(who) want the practical application of 
Christian living being part of a church 
that is vibrant and alive.” 


Reischman said he doesn't deny the 
crisis in faith that the Episcopal Church 
in the United States and the Anglican 
Communion worldwide is undergoing. 


The bulk of the denomination is in 
Africa and Asia as church membership 
shrinks in Great Britain and the United 
States. 


About 800,000 Episcopalians attend 
church in the United States, according 
to Reischman. 


“National leadership has taken their 
eyes off Christ,” he said. “But our 
bishop has continued standing strong.” 


Beckwith has been a vocal opponent 
of the ordination of the country’s first 
openly gay Episcopal bishop and has 
distanced the Springfield diocese from 
the more liberal views of the national 
denomination. 


Reischman sees St. John's as a resilient 
church having been established in the 
community for the past 150 years. 


And he is proud to have his wife, Gina, 
and sons, David, 17, Matthew, 15, and 
daughter Anna, п, joining him during 
this transition. 


Betty Watkins, a member of the 
church and. part of the rector search 
committee, is thrilled Reischman came 
to St. John's. “He is a young man with a 
young family,” Watkins said. “He is just 
a breath of fresh air and has already 


energized this congregation.” 


г Ж” А” X Vc 
"Lighting A Fire," Rev. Chuck Reischman, 2008 


CHURCH'S NEW SHEPHERD WANTS TO BRING IN THE SHEEP 


During the celebration of the Rev. 
Charles J. Reischman's new ministry at 
St. John's Episcopal Church in Decatur, 
the Rev. Mark Wright asked the 
congregation in his sermon: “Why are 
you here?” 


Wright was here from Texas: “Father 
Chuck and 1 have had а long 
relationship,” he said. “We've followed 
each other across the country.” 


It turns out that Reischman and 
Wright met 25 years ago at a retreat in 
Pittsburgh. 


“He was from Ohio, | was in Pittsburgh. 
1 went to Rhode Island, he went back 
to Pittsburgh. Then 1 was in Houston, 
Jasper and Shreveport, La., and back 
to Pittsburgh. Chuck was in Austin, 
Texas.” 


They kept moving. Reischman went 
back to Ohio and then to Littleton, 


Colo. Wright on Jan.1 became the rector 
of St. Nicholas Episcopal Church Flower 
Mound in the Dallas, Texas, area. 


“We talk to each other almost daily,” 
Wright said. “We ask each other for 
advice, we pray for each other. 


^] was in his wedding. Chuck is my son 
Jon's godfather. Our families visited in 
Dallas this summer. 


“I’ve watched this man doing God's 
work; we've shared a lot over the years. 
This is a new beginning for St. John’s 
and for Father Chuck and his family.” 


In Colorado, Reischman started a 
church from scratch, “with my wife and 
three children,” he said, and watched it 
grow to nearly 100 members. 


Once in corporate sales, training a 
sales force to succeed, he said the Lord 
touched his heart and led him to the 
ministry. 


“1 want to share what Jesus can do," 
Reischman said. “He can change your 
life. Туе seen it thousands of times. 1 
want to be the shepherd who brings in 
the sheep.” 


Reischmar’s goal will be achieved with 
the help of the Rev. Donald Coventry, 
the church deacon and master of 
ceremonies for the celebration. Coventry 
is a retired Decatur police officer, 23 
years, and chief park ranger for the 
Decatur Park District, nine years. 


“l know a lot about sin,” he said. 


Coventry studied for three years at 
the Springfield School of Ministry and 
performs the duties of the rector, except 
for dispensing the sacraments. 


St. John’s has about 200 members. 
The celebration of a new ministry is 
ongoing. 


a disciple, one must pray, do what Christ tells 
us to do, and be transformed by following the 
life of Christ and his actions. He noted that St. 
John's was full of disciples who had not found 
their ministry yet but would by following Christ. 


It was evident from the way he wrote and the 
things he discussed that Father Reischman 
was a person of action and wanted 

the congregation to be the same. 

During the 2008 Advent Sundays, 
the Parish Hall was transformed 
into work centers with the 
congregation participating in 
fellowship, filing shoe boxes 
for Operation Christ Child to 
provide shoe boxes of gifts for 
needy children, perusing the 
bookstore for advent devotions, 
decorating the tree, building an 
Advent Wreath, making Christmas 
ornaments, and even preparing 
Christmas cards for shut-ins. In addition, the 
Rector was providing an Advent Study Series 
before Mass entitled Growing in Discipleship. He 
reminded the congregation in the December 
2008 Eagle’s Nest that it was time to “Prepare 
for the King,” and the parishioners were asked to 
read, study, pray and gather for worship. 


(C He 


“Father Reischman Was A 
Person Of Action And Wanted 
The Congregation To Be The 
Same." 


The February 2008 Eagle's Nest outlined what 
he considered St. John's State of the Church. He 
had been at St. John's for five months, and he felt 
it was time to reflect with an extended treatise 
on how he saw St. John's and how parishioners 
could begin to move to a discipleship church. 
One can tell he had spent much time and effort 
looking at the current situation. 


Things were falling into place. John 
Ball accepted the call to become 

а ful-time youth minister. 
had attended Judson 
University in Elgin, Illinois, where 
he graduated in 2007 with 

d Bachelor of Arts in Youth 
Minister Adolescent Studies. 
He had interned at churches in 
Geneva, Illinois, and had done 
missionary work in the Philippines 
as a dorm intern. He was installed 

as Youth Minister on Sunday, March 

8th, with a special reception. It appeared 
that he would be able to take the youth groups 
to another level. After five months under his 
leadership, the youth group had a new name, 
over 25 participants, and was becoming a 
force in the church and school communities 
of Macon County. In less than a year, John Ball 


Heroes Of The Faith Artwork, 2009 
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REFLECTIONS: ST. JOHN’S “STATE OF THE CHURCH” 


Throughout its long history, many people 
have called Saint John’s their church home. 
A number of you have been with the parish 
for decades, some for only a short time. 
Those who have longer history with the 
congregation tell me there have been many 
crossroads — places of profound change. 
You have seen “ups and downs’ through 
the years. 


St. John's is poised at the threshold of a 
special new beginning. We are ready to re- 
group, re-vision, and re-build. The vestry 
and search committee made a critical 
decision in the search for the rector — to 
move from a “membership parish” to a 
“discipleship parish.” The plan for our 
future — deeper roots, and wider branches. 


As a former church planter, 1 know that 
new beginnings can be times of great joy. 
New beginnings energize me because they 
bring new rewards and renewed hope. You 
did not call me here to maintain the status 
quo. You brought me here because you 
sensed that God's Holy Spirit was calling 
you. to grow, to mature, to deepen your 
roots, and cast your net widely. 


As 1 think about our entry into the life of 
St. John’s 1 think about the future with 
hope. 1 see encouraging signs of change: 


A vestry and leadership core with a deep 


commitment to “sticking with it” through 
thick and thin. 


A congregation with a strong value for 
inclusion for the next generation of 
believers, with a new youth leader to be 
called soon! 


A group of believers who desire for more 
depth in Word and Sacrament. A parish 
ready to grow deeper in their personal 
relationships with Christ Jesus. 


Lovely buildings and grounds ready to 
welcome new families. 


Financial solvency, even with the downturn 
in the economy. 


People interested in welcoming new 
families, rather than being a socially closed 
group. “Let each of you look not only to 
your own interests, but to the interests of 
others.” (Philippians 2:4). 


A congregation who knows one another is 
learning to love each other. 


Dedicated volunteers in every ministry. 
A strong desire to GROW! 


Stewardship that is growing. Most of us 
are growing in our financial commitment 


to the Body of Christ. 


A desire to worship with the Ancient 
Anglican tradition, yet with an emphasis 
on the future. 


A hunger for Bible-study, prayer, and 
spiritual maturity. 


A strong staff committed for the long haul. 


Services that uplift, and in 2009 we are 
showing numerical growth. 


What About The Future? 


As with any new beginning, we face 
obstacles. Having served several parishes 
in various phases of development, | have 
observed that there ате some common 
characteristics of GROWING AND 
HEALTHY churches. Healthy, growing 
churches have these things in common: 


Rooted in Holy Scripture, they stand out in 
a culture obsessed with values antithetical 
to God's plans. 


Rooted in loving relationships, they value 
their brothers and sisters above projects, 
tasks, or results. 


Prayerful hearts, willing to seek God in 
everything. Good givers. 
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Their tongues are reigned-in, given over 
to the Lord. Everything they say builds 
up; they avoid gossip at all costs. Growing 
churches do whatever it takes to maintain 
love in relationships, and to quell rumors, 
gossip, and negativity. They view this as a 
cancer to the Body of Christ. 


Inspiring, lively worship. Services that are 
creatively planned to help the worshipers 


to fully engage. 


Functional structures. One church-growth 
expert puts it this way: “To what extent 
are the structures enabling a better self- 
organization of the church and enable her 
to accomplish her mission?” 


Empowered and equipped leadership. 
Leadership is multiplied and taught, 
and the network of those in leadership is 
always growing. New ministries depend 
less and less on leadership from the "top," 
but instead. growing into the maturity of 
self-motivated teams. 


Discipleship oriented. Members covenant 
to walk with Christ together growing 
closer each year to the Savior. 


Outward and inward. balance. Growing 
churches enjoy the fellowship while always 
looking to fill the pews with those God is 
calling to be part of the Body of Christ. 
They have a heart for hurting, lovely, and 
lost people of all ages. 


Willingness to embrace changes without 
complaining. It has been said that the 
seven last words of a dying church are: 


“We never did it that way before.” 


Gift-oriented spiritual leadership. People 
finding their ministries and delighting 
in servant leadership not simply because 
“someone has to do this ....” 


Intergenerational in flavor. Every 
generation embraced and. programming 
that reflects ages and stages of the 


REFLECTIONS: ST. JOHN’S “STATE OF THE CHURCH,” CONTINUED 


community. 


Conflicts not allowed to grow or fester, but are contained and 
dealt with in healthy and holy conversation between involved 
parties only, not spilling over into the congregation. 


Budgeting by faith, staffing for growth. Growing churches “staff 
to the future", often staffing before the position pays for itself. 


Measures effectiveness often, and defines goals accordingly. 


Growing churches encourage one another, the ministry leaders, 
and the newcomers continually. 


Connects newcomers into circles of ministry quickly. 


| Grow larger by growing smaller (development of effective small 
groups that facilitate spiritual growth). 


Know their strengths and weaknesses, and are very self-aware. 


The list above is not exhaustive. Growing churches also have 
(usually) great websites, with 5-10% of the budget going into 
marketing, and advertising because growing churches have a 
strong and defined vision for the futures. 


St. John's is ready to embrace a new beginning. We need strong 
resolve to grow. We need to be ambitious and, most especially, we 
need to pull together. 


Anderson Akins Being Baptized By Father Жеты & Father Lewis, 2009 


would be taking over the elementary youth 
program as well. 


Very quickly, activities were moving in a different 
direction than St. John’s had been accustomed. 
Father Reischman asked the St. John’s family to 
take the challenge of thinking about what 
they would do if they knew that they 

only had one month to live. It was 

based on Kerry and Chris Shook's 

first book and New York Times 

bestseller, One Month to Live— 


another Sunday Morning Lenten Rector's Study 
program entitled "Hearing God's Voice: Learning 
to Listen to the Holy Spirit." 


t became clearer that Father Reischman 
was demanding action and a way of worship 
from the parishioners that some were were 
unable to join. However, he had stated 

in March that the mark of a growing 

church was to alter the way the 
congregation thinks. One of 

the goals was a willingness 


Thirty Days to a No-Regrets "Very Quickly, Activities to embrace changes without 
Life, which had been released - : complaining. He continued to 
in February 2008. Kerry Shook Were Moving In A Different remind the congregation that 
Ministries was а worldwide Direction Than St. John's the seven last words of a dying 
television ministry that Had Been Accustomed." church are, “We never did it 


broadcast to a local, national 
and international audience. 


A mission opportunity came about, 

and several parishioners went to Recife, 
Brazil, where they volunteered at the Case de 
Esperancia or House of Hope, a day care center 
for 100 children. From then on, Father Reischman 
referred to the House of Hope as St. John’s 
Sister congregation. Father Reischman offered 


that way before.” 


May 2009 was a pivotal month for 

the church family as there were many 
changes. Father Reischman put his plan for 
Stewardship on the front of the Eagle’s Nest. He 
asked that parishioners increase their pledge 
by $2.50 each day to prevent a shortfall in the 
budget that year. St. John's Eagle's Nest was 
being taken over by Janet Barding, who would 
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be doing the compilation and the editing jobs 
of the monthly newsletter. A new coordinator 
was being sought for the years-old Adoption 
Club to replace Leslie Juneau. The Youth group 
at St. John's had a new name, New Reality. Plans 
were being made for an eventful Vacation 
Bible School. They planned to explore the 
biblical lessons based on the lives of 

Moses, Elijah, David and Deborah. 
Through the “Heroes of the Faith,” 
the children created a large 
piece of artwork that became 

a permanent display in the 
Parish Hall. Parishioners Judy 
Ellison, Kathy Phillips, Betty 
Watkins, and Mary Williams 
planned the Bible School and 
Louise Kidd was the Coordinator. 


In the September 2009 Eagle's Nest, 

Father Reischman proclaimed great 
results from many of the events that were 
happening in the church. Seventy people 
attended the spring Home Groups for the six 
weeks, "One Month to Live" campaign. The Youth 
Minister, John Ball, had been hired and already 
had over 25 youth involved in his programs. 
The budget was growing. New ministries such 


Ф 


Rev. Charles Reischman, 2010 


(( 


“Even With All The Positive 
Things That Were Happening, 
Some Parishioners Were 
Beginning To Feel Uneasy.” 


as Vacation Bible School for the youth were 
developing. The parish family was beginning 
to receive weekly e-mails. He proudly pointed 
out that he had a huge New Members and 
Confirmation class. He felt the church was now 
measuring decisions by “What can be" instead 
of “What we used to do.” Father Reischman 
concluded his column with "I thank 

God for the call to St. John's. | am 
excited about the future. But we 
all know it won't be easy. Many 
obstacles are in our path, and 

we have an enemy.” Even with 

all the positive things that were 
happening, some parishioners 
were beginning to feel uneasy. 


Gina Reischman used her own 

talents to attract the youth of the 

church. St. John's hosted an "Inner 

and Outer Beauty Night" for middle and 

high school girls. The event started with a party 

buffet and included makeovers done by women 

of the church. The leaders and students had 

discussions about the inner beauty that comes 

from a relationship with God. Father Reischman 

and Gina had recently led a three-day spiritual 

retreat for adolescent girls at Illinois Teen 

Challenge (a Christian residential treatment 

program for girls who had alcohol and drug 

abuse). Over the years, the Reischmans had 

conducted retreats for teen girls in churches 
and community settings for up to 175 girls. 


Іп December 2009, the high school students 
painted the high school rooms and hallway 
downstairs to "take care of God's gifts" and 
began holding gender-specific meetings. 


In April of 2010, Father Reischman announced 
that the congregation would have small spring 
groups again. This time they hoped to launch 
"40 Days of Purpose.” The groups gathered in 
individual homes for six weeks to discuss videos 
prepared by Rick Warren, author of the Purpose 
Driven Life. 


Unfortunately for St. John's youth, John Ball left 
for seminary. The church generally was slowing 
down. 


The congregation was beginning to have 
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John Ball With Justin Fox Christian Musician And Youth Group, 2009 


You and your youth group is invited to a party for God: 


My name is John Ball and I don't think we party enough in church! Especially compared 
with the Old Testament and God's first instructions to His people. 

The truth is; we don't really know how to party. Our culture, our generation, and the 
generations ahead need to relearn the fine art of celebration - and nothing is worth celebrating 
more than God's goodness, faithfulness, and love for us. We sing about this, talk about it in 
sermons, but rarely experience it in our church gatherings. For instance, many of the songs we 
sing talk about “dancing”, but we don t really dance. 

So, I propose instead of thinking of worship and God “the same old way" why don't we 
THROW A PARTY? What if we set it up just like a party? Whatever you'd do at a party, we do 
here. We're taking care of the music, our special guest is Justin Fox, a Biblically based, Christ 
centered musician from California. (www.Justinfox.com) We believe that God is leading us 
together for a fun filled night just to be with HIM and allow his spirit do what it will. 


Here's an idea of what we'll do: 


WORSHIP THROUGH COMMUNITY :: 
-- Relaxing by enjoying a time of games, giveaways, and celebration 


WORSHIP THROUGH THANKSGIVING :: 
-- Rejoicing laughing and sharing with others what God has truly blessed us. 


WORSHIP THROUGH PETITION :: 
-- Realizing that it is only through Jesus Christ and his death and resurrection that we 
have any hope in this world and completely relying on God is the only way. 


WORSHIP THROUGH OBEDIENCE :: 
-- Remembering that when we ask, we also have to obey the answers God gives us. 


WORSHIP THROUGH CELEBRAT B 
-- Revel in the knowledge that God is AWESOME! and he has told us to party and enjoy 
the life He has given us. 


We've already got several groups saying they will come and we want to see YOU there! To 
RSVP or to find out more information contact me at 217-428-4461 or email 


youth@saintjohnsdecatur.org 


In Him, 


John Ball 


Invitation For Justin Fox Concert, 2009 Reischman Family At St. John’s, 20108 
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The Eagle’s Nest 


St. John’s Episcopal Church * 130 W. Eldorado St. * Decatur, IL 62522 


KEEPING SCIRE: ARE WE WINNING 


We have a basketball hoop in our driveway at home. 
One of my favorite things to do is to “shoot hoops” with 
one of my kids. The weather is getting colder, and we 
won't have too many more days this year to enjoy play- 
ing ball. Usually, I can score enough points to win, and 1 
know how to use my famous “Kareem Abdul Jabar sky 


Mark Your Calendars 


Special Coffee Hour 


Sunday, April 10 


These people just aren’t very loving.” As he went on to tell 
the group about the gossip, the selfishness, and the negativ- 
ity, my heart went out to him, trying to minister in a place 
so filled with darkness. We must all guard our hearts, and 
become part of the solution to this nagging problem faced 
by nearly all congregations. 


hook” to score points when I am blocked out. Sometimes 
(but not too often) the kids'beat me. I blame it on the sun 
in my eyes most days. As they get older, and more ath- 
letic, it’s been difficult to keep up with them, Some- 
times, I lose track of the score and have to ask, “who is 
ahead?” (Sometimes it’s not me!) 


Help Us Say 


Co 


2 


The Christian life is а lot like playing basketball. You 
move around the court, trying to outwit the pressures of 
the world, the flesh, and/or the devil. You try to aim for 
the basket, and finally shoot before you are too tired from 
running around so much. Sometimes you hear the 
“swish” of the ball going dead center into the net. That 
always makes you feel great. Sometimes, you miss. 


Ask yourself how you are doing. What’s your score? 


eIn the past 30 days, have I welcomed a visitor with 
a handshake or a friendly introduction? 

«Іп the past 30 days, һауе I encouraged others with 
my words? 

«Іп the past 30 «ау, have any negative words come 
‘out of my mouth that I would not liked to have been 
said to.or about me? 

eIn the past 30 days, һауе I gossiped, griped, com- 
plained to others, or been unloving? Have I allowed 
myself to leave church offended at someone? Did I 
offer forgiveness to that person, recognizing that 


To Becky Bundy for 
12 years of service as our 
Parish secretary and to wish 
Her well in her new job 


Cards and Gifts are Welcome 


A special fund has been set up for those wishing to 
Give a monetary gift. Make your check to St. John’s 
Put “Becky Fund” in the memo space. 


Becky Bundy Celebration, 2011 


serious concerns about the state of St. John's. 
In response to a growing dissatisfaction, the 
Eagle's Nest started publishing vestry minutes 
in September 2010. Although Sunday 

School attendance was down, Helen 
Ferguson, Betty Boyd, Gerry Phillips, 
Betty Watkins, and Valerie Parker 
prepared rooms for the new 
year. 


Things looked great on paper, 
butthe parish's actual statistics 
were showing something else. 
The 2010 St. John's Annual Report 
Join the Journey reported the sad 
truth. Total attendance at all events 
had dropped significantly with 9898 in 

2004 falling to 5832 for 2010. Receptions of 
communion had fallen from 8712 in 2004 to 5781 
and, the average Sunday attendance had gone 


(( 


“Things Looked Great On 
Paper, But The Parish's Actual 
Statistics Were Showing 
Something Else.” 


Sometimes the ball hits the rim, rolls around, and finally 
goes in. You realize that you scored, but it didn’t look 
very pretty. Other times you just dribble a lot and get Growing in love takes much hard work. It’s not natural. 
nowhere. Weare all sinful, and if we allow the enemy to work 
through us, or in us, we contribute to the problem instead of 
becoming a solution. 


God will not forgive me if I don't forgive others? 


Over the past several years, St. John's has been trying 
to score points by hitting some very important targets. 
We call those targets our “discernment goals.” In March Growing in love takes daily forgiveness. Don’t allow 
yourself to harbor bitterness or negativity in your heart. 
Instead, speak forth words of life to those around you. The 
where He wants us to go, and how to get there. The proc- world is negative enough. Gossip kills churches, so if you 
ess involved many meetings and hours of prayer. How hear any, don’t participate. The Bible tells us to “build up 
are we doing? Are we winning? Are we hitting our goals? опе another" and “encourage one another daily.” To grow 
It’s not always easy to gauge our progress. Each goal has in love, we must grow in discipline of our words and ac- 

a number of challenges within it, and sometimes we can tions, 
see progress; sometimes not. Let’s review: 


of 2006, the Vestry voted to begin a process of discern- 
ment to allow the Holy Spirit to show us where we are, 


GOAL NUMBER TWO: DEMONSTRATE 
THROUGH OUR ACTIONS THAT THE CHURCH IS 
THE VISIBLE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST IN 
THE WORLD. 


GOAL NUMBER ONE: LOVING RELATIONSHIPS 


This is not easy to score. I have never visited a church 
that didn't have a sign somewhere telling visitors they 
were the "friendly church" or that the website indicated 
that they were the *most loving and caring church” you! 
will ever find. Most of us tend to view ourselves in the 
best light possible, and to consider our churches more 
loving than the churches down the street. The Vestry dis- 
cerned (with the help of a consultant) that much more; 
emphasis needed to be put on supporting one another in 
love, and moving from slogans or perceptions to really 
“doing the work of love” every day, until we are reach 
maturity in love, as it says in Ephesians 4:13: 


This goal is all about reaching out. Later this month, you 
will be asked to answer "survey questions" crafted to find 
out what kinds of outreach YOU do each week to serve 
others. The goal is to find out whether 5%, 15%, or 50% of 
our parish is out sharing Christ's love in the world all 
around us. It will be wonderful to tabulate the results and. 
tomake a determination about how we are doing. 


One way to reach this goal is for each member of St. 
John’s to see themselves as ministers of the Gospel. The 
Gospel of Matthew 28:19-20 says it this way: 


I3until we all reachtunity in the faith апай the 


knowledge of the Зато! God and become Шы? 


The Eagle's Nest, 2010 


from 135 in 2004 to 94 in 2010. As Steve Chadwick, 
the Rector’s Warden, stated, ” ..| am reminded 
that many churches nationwide continue 
to experience difficulty in declining 
growth, finances, programming and 
issues of conflict, on both local 
and national levels. | believe this 
is a time for the vestry and St. 
John's to reassess where we 

are as a church...” 


The Parish Warden Patricia 
Kampfe, was concerned about 
the state of the physical church 
building, beyond attendance 
figures. A long-time member Bob 
Oakes had died, and he had carefully 
and purposely maintained and cared for the 
church and office for nearly 20 years. 
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Vince Cooling, who had overseen finances 
for many years, reported that the New 
Consecration Sunday campaign had left the 
parish with a $60,000 deficit for the year. More 
startling was the fact that although 48 family 
units had increased their pledges or started 
pledging, 42 family units had either reduced or 
stopped pledging. Sunday School attendance 
had decreased over the year, with several 
families leaving the Decatur area and/or St. 
John's permanently. Sunday School had been 
reduced to every other week. The brightest spot 
in 2010 was the Music program, led by Robert 
Dial, the organist, and Louise Kidd, a parishioner 
who volunteered to direct the choir. 


To see where St. John’s was, a Survey 
Committee was formed to study how St. John's 
was responding to the 2007 discernment goals 
that had been set that year. Sadly only 31 
people turned in a completed survey. On top 
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of everything else, long time well-respected 
parish secretary Becky Bundy left her position 
in April 2011. 


Entrusting St. John’s to a different type of leader 
who attempted to show parishioners how to 
move to a discipleship church hadn't worked. А 
general feeling of malaise had settled over St. 
John’s and now these sad statistics all pointed 
to a growing dissatisfaction with how things 
were unfolding. 


On Palm Sunday 201, Father Reischman alerted 
the congregation that the following Easter 
Sunday would be his last. Bishop Daniel Martins 
summarized many of the congregation's 
feelings best in his communication with the 
parish. “... It was not what anyone had in mind 
when the Reischmans came to Decatur not 
so very long ago. All share a measure of grief 
over how things have turned out, and all bear a 
share of the responsibility." 


A WEDDING FOR THE AGES 
Raulston More and Katy Phillips 


Another historical wedding was held at St. John’s on July 18th, 2009. This moment was captured on the south porch next to the 
sacristy in front of the beautiful lowa and Wisconsin sandstone. The Phillips family has attended St. John's since the early 1900s 


and continue to be active parishioners. Katy's grandparents, Harold М. Phillips, Jr. and Geraldine Wheal married in 1940 and her 
parents, Tim Phillips and Kathy Peoples, were also married in the church in 1971. 
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Father Swan Leading Eucharist With Deacon Coventry, 2014 
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fter several years of discord, a more 
Д = time was promised for St. John’s 
Episcopal Church. It was announced in 
a letter to the parish that Bishop Martins had 
appointed the Rev. Richard Allen Swan as priest- 


in-charge for two years beginning on July Ist, 
201. 


St. John’s had sponsored Father 
Swan for seminary so the parish 
already knew and respected 
him, which was comforting to 

all. Growing up in Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio, he and his wife, 


Marv, had two daughters, 
Stephanie and Andrea, 
and grandchildren. Before 


becoming a priest, һе had served 

in the Army and the corporate 

world. For the past seven years, he 
had served as the Canon Missioner to 
the Hale Deanery Team Ministry in Southern 
Illinois and was responsible for five churches. 
After traveling nearly 100 miles a day, he looked 
forward to settling down in one location and 
ministering to one congregation. Father Swan 


Rev. Richard Allen Swan, Undated 
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“Bishop Martins 
Announced... Rev. Richard 
Allen Swan As Priest-In-Charge 
For Two Years Beginning On 
July ist, 20n." 


called himself “a fairly traditional priest,” which 
was exactly what St. John’s needed. 


He conducted his first service on Sunday, July 
3rd. He immediately took action to improve 
St. John’s. He added five weekly services and 
started а much-needed confirmation 
class. He had already committed 

to being chaplain at the 201 
Episcopal Summer Camp, so it 

was an active beginning for alll. 


Father Swan had been sent to 

St. John’s during a dismal time. 

St. John's statistics in June of 

2011 were shocking. Pledges 

were down 16%, and investment 

income was also falling. There 

was a substantial deficit in the 201 

budget and membership numbers. 

The remaining parishioners were asked 

to help. As a result of losing the rector, falling 

pledges, and general dissatisfaction, St. John's 

was sinking. The vestry took some of the blame 

for not keeping the parish informed and vowed 

to make minutes and decisions more public. 

Increased communication was a step in the 

right direction, along with the addition of a new 
rector. 


The incoming rector immediately jumped in 
and tried to mend and console the broken 
church family. His new column in The Eagles 
Nest was called “Padre’s Pen,” and he always 
had an upbeat lesson for the specific time in 
the church calendar. He offered information on 
Anglican traditions, the importance of prayer, 
the need to attend church every Sunday, and 
upcoming events on the church calendar. 
Beginning that fall, he also started a monthly 
article highlighting the history of church hymns 
since music has always been so crucial to the 
worship life of St. John’s. 


One of his firm beliefs was that St. John's should 
have a more considerable impact on not just 
Decatur, but Macon County as well. He and his 
wife, Marv, took steps in this direction and began 
to make St. John’s more visible to Macon County 
residents. On September 23rd, St. John’s hosted 
the Macon County Community Justice Council 


The Eagle’s Nest 


October 2011 
PADRE’S PEN 


The month of October gives us several reminders of 
the Saints who have gone before us. We begin the month 
with St. Francis, as we will start this month with the bless- 
ing of our animals on Sunday the second. St. Francis is 
the one who is often quoted as saying, “Preach the Gos- 
pel at all times! When necessary, use words.” St. Francis 
is often thought of in terms of his peaceful demeanor that 
would even openly attract animals who normally flee 
from a human presence. St. Francis, however, is known 
for reforming a Church in need of a return to simplicity 
and humility by means of his example in living his life. 
He is known for feeding the poor and ministering to the 


Priest-in-Charge 
Rev. Richard Swan 
rector@saintjohnsdecatur.org 


Deacon 
Rey. Donald Coventry 
deacon@saintjohnsdecatur.org 


Secretary 
Mrs. LaVetta Williams 
secretary@saintjohnsdecatur.org 


lame and sick 
VESTRY What made St. Francis so effective is that he was more 
Tracy B arding concerned for the children of God, than with his stand- 
Lois Gillespie ing in the community. The product of a wealthy family, 
ЕЕ ЕВ he literally discarded the trappings of society when his 


Patty Kampfe — Parish Warden 
Louise Kidd 

Doug Gucker — Rector's Warden 
Jim Peoples 
Sandy Roe 
Steve Threewit 


father tried to “bring him to his senses.” 

St. Teresa of Avila is known for her simplicity of life 
and her deep meditative prayer life. She had a heart for 
her Church and for those pursuing a deeper understand- 
ing of God and God's purpose for each of us. 


Continued on page 2... 
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Padre's Pen, 2011 


in the Parish Hall. On Sunday, October 2nd, there 
was a Blessing of Animals in the parking lot’s 
north end. Thirty-two people attended with 16 
dogs, six cats, and a turtle. Music was shared 
along with pertinent readings. 


Small group meetings were scheduled to 
help Father Swan determine how to 
steer the future course for St. John's. 
Many in the congregation were 
very unhappy with St. John’s 
contemporary trend and 
wanted to return to Anglican 
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“Father Swan Had Listened 
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his tenure. 


Since Father Swan had an interest and a 
background in prison ministry, it was hoped 
he could help St. John’s parish build a bridge 
with the local Decatur Women’s Correctional 
Center. Other proposals centered around 
parishioners’ needs, such as rides for 

those who needed transportation. 


Bible study was critical too. St. 
John’s had become so small 
that some suggested that 


E ; . it should partner with other 
traditions. Others missed the During The Small Group cures E сн. The 
sel groups, suen 98 OS Discussions And Tudy parishioners had а месін 
closely with other parishioners. Wanted To Help. of ideas and were thrilled for 


Specific concerns that showed 

up repeatedly were that young 

adult activities were needed, and 

the parish must be more visible in the 
community. Several parishioners asked Father 
Swan pointedly if he would join a local service 
club and be visible in the community. He took 
that advice to heart and volunteered in several 
Decatur/Macon County organizations through 


the opportunity to share them 
and perhaps make а positive 
difference. Father Swan summed up 
his feelings of coming to St. John’s in the 
201 Stepping Out in Faith Annual Report. 


Father Swan had listened during the small 
group discussions and truly wanted to help. “To 
say that 201 was а year of change would be 
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St. John's Church From Eldorado Street, 2011 


an understatement... this year has been shown 
to be a year of challenge, change and growth.” 
He felt that it was important for the church 
family to get back to the basics, to concentrate 
on prayer life and worship opportunities, 
and finally, to worship in the Anglican 
tradition. He wanted St. John’s to 

“step out in faith” and be more 

involved in outreach activities 


с 


stewardship letter to the congregation and 
requested that they think carefully about their 
pledge for the year. St. John’s had a large 
deficiency and was lacking confidence. It was a 
sad request, but Father Swan's arrival was 
а positive step. The vestry had made 
nearly $120,000 in cuts, most of 

which were the proposed youth 
ministers salary to rectify the 


in the Decatur area. “ The Vestry Sent A situation and put St. John's 
Marv Swan had begun Stewardship Letter To The back in the black. 

employment at Soy Capital Congregation And Requested Father Swan was interviewed 
Bank across the street from That They Think Carefully in the November 2011 Eagles 
St. John's and told Father Swan About Their Pledge For Nest. He felt, "St John's is a 
and others at St. John's that she The Year? loving church with a willingness 


frequently had customers or staff 

in her facility commenting, "That is 

such a beautiful church! Does anyone 

still go there?" This statement provided a lot of 
thought for Father Swan, and he often shared it. 


On October 16th, 201, the vestry sent a 
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to reach out to others.” He was 

very optimistic about what St. John's 

was and could be and believed that God 

could make anything right and heal anything 
if people just trusted in Him. His enthusiasm 
and faith in St. John’s parishioners’ abilities 
to go outside of the church walls began to 


kindle interest in many community and parish 
activities for all. 


His ongoing concern for the congregation was 
apparent. He often wrote or commented that 
he and his wife, Marv, just wanted to “love” St. 
John’s church family and help the church get 
back on solid ground. He signed documents to 
the parishioners with the sentence, “God 
loves you, and so do I." 


In the fall of 201, St. John's applied 
for and received a Springfield 
Diocesan Outreach Mission 
and Ministry Grant. It awarded 
$250 for the Macon County 
Assistance Exchange (MAX) 
program. This ecumenical 
program helped those in need 
with one-time emergency 
financial assistance. St. John's 
grant assisted two families. St. 

John's had been an active economic 

and volunteer supporter of MAX for several 
decades. 


Father Swan was very interested and dedicated 
to other ministries. After he had inquired about 
possible ways to assist, St. John's parishioners 
started buying toys for the Decatur Correctional 
inmates' children at Christmas-time. They 
brought toys and wrapping paper to the 
church for volunteers to take to the facility. Their 
contributions allowed children visiting their 
mothers in December to leave with a Christmas 
gift wrapped by mom. The minimum security 
facility housed over 700 female inmates. Its 
primary goal was to provide inmates with 
programs that strengthened and grew family 
bonds between mothers and their children. 


While incarcerated, inmates at Decatur 
Correctional Center were encouraged to 
take educational and vocational courses to 
help equip the offender to return to society. 
Academic opportunities were also available. 
Father Swan felt strongly about the gift program 
and encouraged the support of this facility and 
the women. 


Along with this ministry, St. John’s men went to 
the Northeast Community Center to assist in 
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"The Beginning Of 2012 
Looked Brighter Than It Had 
For Several Years.” 


the sorting and preparation of food baskets for 
the needy. 


The Northeast Community Fund worked to 
assist needy families in the Decatur and Macon 
County community. Volunteers worked to meet 
the basic needs of families. What had started as 
а small food pantry had developed into a large 
social service organization, and St. John’s 
supported it with help and funds. 


Along with settling in the new 
priest, St. John's had other 
needs. Getting and keeping 
organist/choir director 
continued to be a concern. 
Peter Miller resumed being 
interim organist after Robert 
Dial left as a result of health 
issues. A talented parishioner, 
Louise Kidd, was the volunteer 
director of music in 2011. She selected 

music for the choir to provide anthems 

that were appropriate to the choir's voices and 
size. The choir flourished under her direction. 
Usually, the priest selects the weekly hymns to 
complement the assigned liturgical readings, 
and in late 2012 Father Swan resumed this task. 


The beginning of 2012 looked brighter than it 
had for several years. Even though financial 
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Christmas Toys, Circa 2011 
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matters were a significant concern, the physical 
church facilities were still being monitored and 
repaired when needed. Copper guttering 

and tubing that had been stolen was 

replaced. Overgrown landscaping 
chores were completed. The 
heating system was fixed with 
several other additions. The 
slate tile roof was repaired, 
апа interior lights were 
installed in the bell tower 
entrance. The west chapel 
windows were improved, 
along with the sound system in 
the nave and parish hall. 


The year began with Father Swan's 

call to action in the January Eagle's Nest. 

He jumped into community affairs by meeting 
the neighboring religious leader, Father David 
Eynon of the Greek Orthodox Church. He toured 
Richland Community College. He encouraged 
St. John's parishioners to look beyond their own 
needs, and think about the needs of others less 
fortunate. 


St. John's parishioners continued to support 
several outreach agencies, and many were 
willing to help with action as well. 


These agencies included: 


Good Samaritan Inn 
* The Episcopal Church Women 
The United Thank Offering 


* The Diocesan Endowment Fund 


St. John’s Toys for Prison Ministry 
“ The Bishop's Discretionary fund 


The Adoption Fund 


* Faith in Action 


The Northeast Community fund 
“ MAX 
* Oasis - Banana Ministry 


DOVE 


Supporting community agencies financially 
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“St. Johns Parishioners 
Continued To Support Several 
Outreach Agencies And Many 

Were Willing To Help With 
Action As Well.” 


was not a new idea, but the call to assist by 
volunteering was. 


The St. John’s men organized the annual 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper. 
Over $140 was raised to donate to 
the Good Samaritan Inn. Good 
Samaritan Inn was a neighbor to 
St. John's and more than just a 
soup kitchen. It had served the 
community since 1982. In recent 
years, it had developed gardens 

to revitalize neighborhoods and 
expanded job training programs. 


Finally, things were looking up for 

St. John’s. The pledges were up by 
$26,000.00. Attendance was coming up, 
two baptisms were held, and children were 
again attending Sunday School. Father Swan 
was continuing to seek opportunities in the 
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Father Swan At Pancake Supper, Circa 20105 


community to be St. John’s representative. He 
had meetings at Millikin and joined the Decatur 
Ministerial Alliance. 


He made good on his intention to present 
lessons on Anglican traditions, usually in the 
church newsletter, the Eagles Nest, and his 
sermons. Interestingly enough, he was very 
untraditional when delivering his sermons. He 
always shunned the pulpit and came down 
to the nave floor, walking here and there and 
adaressing the choir and lay members behind 
him. Using no notes, he presented sermons 
that were always timely, closely examining and 
interpreting the liturgical passages for that 
week. 
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“Father Swan Was 
Continuing To Seek 
Opportunities In The 
Community To Be St. John’s 
Representative.” 


He had an instructed Eucharist in November 
and answered follow-up questions that people 
had in the Eagles Nest. He encouraged St. John’s 
parishioners to get back on track and begin 
thinking about how they could help themselves 
and others have deeper worship. An example 
of his style of teaching was when he explained 
why we have the Contemporary Lord's Prayer: 


Both forms of the Lord's Prayer have been a 
part of the Book of Common Prayer for over 
35 years. The switch from one to another is 
an effort to return us to the habit of hearing 
what we are saying. After a long period of 
saying something "by rote" there is a danger 
of simply reciting the words, rather than 
actually praying them. When we are called 
to seek and search the form that we are 
using for a season, then that form takes on 


d new meaning and may challenge us to 
think, study and pray as a result.” 


He reached out to the newspaper so St. John's 
would be featured in the weekly Church of the 
Week series. 


In the 2012 annual report, Lift High The Cross, 
the fellowship committee presented an exten- 
sive list of the social activities that St. John's had 
held the past year. Even though most had been 
parish traditions, there was an air of excitement. 


The Swans were involved, and gave 100% to all 
St. John's Events. The following is a list of sup- 
ported activities: 


Weekly Coffee Hour 


Funeral Dinners 


Annual Meeting with enhanced coffee hour 


Pancake supper before Lent 


Soup and Sandwich Suppers for the six weeks of 
Lent with an educational program 


Bishop's Reception for his annual official visit 


Annual Senior Reception for Graduating seniors 
from high school or college 


Annual Parish Picnic with outdoor Mass 


Mix and Mingle social dinner 


Annual Brats Party 


Hanging of the Greens with snacks or dinner 


Lessons and Carols or Evensongs reception 


Father Swan stayed busy with church duties 
and other organizations. He reminded the 
congregation of Bishop Martins’ comments 
when he had visited the past year: 


We are Christ’s hands, and feet here in 
Macon County; we are his face for others to 
see the light of his compassion and love. We 
must look for those opportunities to live our 
Eucharistic Life in the community during the 
week. When we lift the Cross of Christ in our 
own lives, then others take note. It is then that 
they ask how we can live in such a way and 
then we can say, ‘Come to St. John’s with me 
and find out.’ 
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CHURCH OF THE WEEK - ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


ABOUT THE CHURCH. 


St. John’s Episcopal Church is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Springfield in the Episcopal Church of the USA, which is amember 
of the World Wide Anglican Communion. Worship at St. John's 
would be described as modern traditional. They follow a liturgical 
pattern that involves congregational responses and activity which 
is based upon the historic worship of the early (second and third 
century) church. A typical service will include singing four hymns 
and hearing other music. Richard A. Swan has been the priest 
since July 2011. Membership includes approximately 270 members. 


Service days and times: 


Sundays: primary services 7:30 a.m., (no music) and 10 a.m. (choral 
music). 


Wednesday: 6 p.m. Eucharist. 
Saturday: 7:30 a.m. Eucharist. 


Morning Prayer is offered at 7:30 a.m. Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday and 7 a.m. Wednesday. 


OUTREACH 


St. John’s Episcopal Church hosts Alcoholics Anonymous and 
other 12-step groups during the week. Members from the church 
volunteer at Good Samaritan Inn and through Faith in Action and 


The Herald And Review. May 5, 2012. 


Father Swan concluded his 2013 annual report 
by imploring the parishioners to “..Lift high the 
Cross of Christ in each thing that we do, together 
and individually so that He may be known by 

all of whom we come into contact with 

during this year.” 


Sometimes ceremonial services 
were conducted outside of 

the church proper. On June 

9th, 2012, after the Sunday 
Eucharist, interested members 

of the congregation visited the 
Columbarium and "God's Acre" 

at Greenwood Cemetery. Later 
that month, the parish celebrated 
together at the Annual Parish Picnic 
with mass held at Spitler Woods in Mt. 
Zion. 


Through the time he had been at St. John's, 
Father Swan was exceedingly proud of the 
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“Sometimes Ceremonial 
Services Were Conducted 


Outside Of The Church 


Proper.” 


others. The church actively supports Dove Inc., М.А.Х. and the 
Northeast Community Fund. They will offer a study program for 
the Laity beginning this September through the University of the 
South entitled “Education for Ministry.” 


HISTORY 


A small group of 15 people came together Sept. 10, 1855, and 
petitioned the Bishop of Illinois to establish an Episcopal parish 
in Decatur. The first building was at the northwest corner of 
North Water and Eldorado streets. The cornerstone of the current 
building was laid Sept. 23, 1890. 


In the 1950s, a Eucharist service was given each day of the year. 
Through the years, St. John’s Episcopal has been active in musical 
events and education in Decatur. 


NEW VISITORS 


“Come and experience the Anglican worship style, whether you 
are looking for a liturgical church, or still seeking a church home 
after not finding a home, youwill find a loving family who worship 
the Lord in the beauty of holiness. We are not a large impersonal 
church, nor a church concentrating on following all of a set of 
rules. We are on a journey together to know God and to make him 
known.” 


- Father Dick Swan 


commitment that the congregation had 

made to the community. He reiterated in July 

that “we are here in the community of Macon 

County, not just to provide a place of 

worship on Sundays and major feast 

days, but to make a difference in 

this community through both 

prayer and individual action. 

That requires us to reach out 

with more than a checkbook. 

It requires all being present in 

the community as the Body of 
Christ, not just the Clergy.” 


St. John's was happy to learn 

that a full-time organist/choir 

director had been found. Ms. Holly 

Farrow accepted the position as 
Organist/Choirmaster beginning August of 
2012. Her talented husband, David, volunteered 
to play the trumpet when needed. The Farrows 


were a blessing for the choir, a long-time 
group of committed singers, who took their 
music ministry very seriously. David and Holly 
commuted from Champaign to join the life of 
St. John’s. Along with the Farrows, the vestry 
reintroduced Millikin students to the choir 
ranks to ensure a balance of voices. 

These actions had a very positive 

effect upon Sunday anthems 

and allowed more detailed and 

pleasing presentations. 


Although Father Swan was set 

to be Priest-in-Charge for two 
years, St. John’s Vestry wanted 

to call him to be the full-time 
priest sooner. In just over a 
year, the Swans were called, and 
Father Richard Swan accepted the 
call to be the full-time priest for St. 
John’s. 


OnSeptember 29th, 2012, Father Swan and Marv's 
reception was held, entitled the “Celebration of 
our Shared Ministry.” The St. John’s congregation 
was thrilled to have not only a full-time priest 


^. St. John's Vestry Wanted to 
Call [Father Swan] To Be The 


Full-Time Priest Sooner.” 


but a committed priest's wife who was willing to 
help out in many capacities in the church life. 
Their efforts and calm manner were breathing 
life back into St. John's and inspiring people to 
reevaluate their own ministries. 


One example of Mrs. Marv Swan's 
immediate actions was to take on 
the newsletters authorship, The 
Eagle's Nest. It was the primary 
form of communication with 
the parish, and she improved 
it considerably. Janet Barding 
continued using her design 
skills to make the newsletter 
interesting апа attractive. 
A church activity calendar 
was added to the back page. 
As promised, the vestry was 
now submitting summaries of its 
meetings. Articles included information 
about Episcopal traditions, parishioners, hymns, 
unique recipes, and timely pieces in the "Padre's 
Pen" from Father Swan. 


Іп the November Eagle's Nest, Father Swan 
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Holly And David Farrow, Circa 20108 


implored the parishioners to think about St. 
John’s and the future of the parish in Decatur. 
He was still dealing with the fallout from the 
previous years, andit was evident that important 
issues needed to be examined and mended, 
if possible. Participation and attendance at 
Sunday services were two of the most significant 
issues. Father Swan penned: 


It is amazing to get a call from 
the local hospital that a 
person has been admitted 
and asked that the Church 

be contacted, but the name 

is unrecognizable. A search 

of the records may find that 

the individual was baptized, 

or confirmed at St. John’s 
years ago. They dont go to 
Church, but at least St. John’s is 
the church that they don't go to... 

If we ever to get to the point that those 
who are out there counting on St. John's to 
always be there, outnumber those who do 
attend weekly, and do pledge regularly for 
the work of the church, the time may come 
when they ask the Hospital to call, and the 
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“..Father Swan Implored The 

Parishioners To Think About 

St. John's And The Future Of 
The Parish In Decatur.” 


Celebration 
of New Ministry 


1:00 pm 
September 29, 2012 


the Feast Day of St. Michael 
and All Angels 


St. John’s Episcopal Church 


Decatur, Illinois 


Celebration Of New Ministry Bulletin, 2012 


phone no longer rings and doors are closed 
and they ask, ‘Gee, what happened?.. 


A church thrives first and foremost on the 
regular worship of its members. After alll, 
the Church is its members. In essence, a 
healthy church has members with ... ‘regular, 
determined Worship апа prayer, a 
commitment to the financial future 
of the believers assembled and 
the presence of the Spirit in our 

worship and praise.’ 


Even though Father Swan often 
reminded the congregation 
about problems that were a 
concern, he did everything he 
could to provide opportunities 
for former parishioners to return 
to St. John’s, newcomers to learn 
about the church, and everyone to 
enjoy traditional activities. 


Education opportunities were widespread. 
Father Swan offered a 12-part series explaining 
the weekly Eucharists. Bob Ellison taught an adult 
class called Saints, Prophets, and Witnesses. 


Sunday School was available for the youth. 
A new member and confirmation class was 
beginning in December 2012 in preparation 
for the Bishop's visit in April. An EFM (Education 
for Ministry) class, a four-year study of the Old 
Testament, New Testament, Church History and 
Theology, was offered but did not have enough 
members sign up. 


Father Swan was making a mission 
of reaching out to the Diocese 
of Springfield and the Decatur 
community by being the 
representative for St. John’s 
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“Father Swan Was Making 


being supported. On March 3rd, a Lenten Choral 
Evensong was held and well received. There were 
over 80 in attendance and a wonderful feast of 
homemade pies. Even Sunday attendance was 
gaining, with one Sunday topping over 100 in 
attendance. 


Father Swan's vision for outreach extended 
well beyond the Decatur community 

as the McDonald family and their 
missionary work were still being 
followed and blessed by St. 
John's. Jack was consulting 
with businesses and Магу 


Episcopal Church in many A Mission Of Reaching Out worked with SAMS (Society 
organizations. In 2012 and | : of Anglican Missionaries and 
early 2013, Father Swan To The Diocese Of Springfield Senders.) They had returned 
was appointed Dean of the And The Decatur from Bolivia in 2007 and 
Northwest Deanery and elected Community...” continued to speak at mission 


“President-Elect” of the Decatur 

Metropolitan Rotary Club. He 

assumed this duty in July and would 

be eligible for President of the club in 2014. In 
June, he was appointed a member of the MAX 
Advisory Board and later would become the 
President. 


Even though the Swans had only been there 
for two years, St. John’s was getting back on an 
even keel with many old and new parish events 


conferences on an Associate 

status. Mary was taking on a more 

active role in Uganda with the Gospel 

Goats ministry. This ministry was involved with 

the Anglican Church of Uganda during the Gulu 

distraction, an area that had been hard hit by 
civil war. 


In June of 2018, the vestry reported that although 
pledges were still below budget, repair work 
was to begin on the chapel windows and roof. 


FAITHFUL SACRIFICE 


Most churches celebrate [Lent], but limitations differ by 
denomination For most Christian churches in the Decatur area, 
the season of Lent is well under way, and with it comes the season 
of self-imposed limitations. Throughout the course of the most 
solemn and reflective period in the Christian calendar, members 
of local congregations are often alike in their choices to deprive 
themselves of things, take on additional burdens or simply spend 
more time in reflection. Setting aside some of the differences in 
how each denomination observes the Lenten season, a group of 
central Decatur churches has come together for more than 40 
years to participate in an Ecumenical Lenten Worship Series, 
highlighting how the area’s churches are simultaneously similar 


and unique... Participating congregations in the worship series 


include First Presbyterian, First Lutheran, St. John’s Episcopal, 
St. Peter’s AME, Trinity CME and Prairie Avenue Christian 
churches, all of which trade pastors and preachers as the series 
moves to different locations... 


The Herald And Review. March 8, 2013. 


Other church services are affected in subtle ways, such as the 
removal of the word “alleluia” from music and liturgy. Such 
celebratory phrases are held back until Easter out of respect 
for the solemn period leading ир to the spring holiday. “In 
our church, we follow the historical practices of the season 
with fasting, prayer and abstinence, including giving up 
using the word alleluia,” said the Rev. Richard A. Swan from 
St. John Episcopal. “It is a joyful response, and since it is a 
somber season, it’s omitted in recognition of that solemn time. 
We believe omitting it then makes the word even more special 
as the Easter season begins.” Pastors are by no means above 
making sacrifices of their own, and many choose to lead by 
example. Swan, for example, fasts one day per week throughout 
the course of the year. 
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Blood Drive, Circa 2010s 


Another dream of Father Swan's was in the 
making. St. John’s was receiving bids оп 
constructing a handicap-accessible restroom. 
Having this accommodation would make St. 
John’s accessible for parishioners and even 
more available for community events. 


Other ministries were beginning. St. John's began 
sponsoring а seminarian, Ben Hankinson. Не 
was new to St. John's, attended Nashotah House 
Theological Seminary, and was a candidate for 
Holy Orders in the Diocese of Springfield. Hankinson 
had been received into the Diocese of Springfield 
from the Diocese of South Carolina. He was warmly 
welcomed by the congregation of St. John's as they 
eagerly pledged their support. 


Another ministry was added in 
August 2013, which was that of 
Parish. Nurse. Susan Currie, RN, 
had attended St. John's since 
the early 1990s and worked at 
Decatur Memorial Hospital. 
Being the Parish Nurse, after 
retiring, was a new position for 

her. She and the congregation 
were learning together what 
her role would be. At that time, 
parish nurses sought to foster 
physical, emotional, spiritual and 

social harmony which would lead to 
healthy and healing relationships with God, 
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“St. John’s Began Sponsoring 
A Seminarian, Ben 
Hankinson.” 


family, faith communities, culture and creation. 
They had several roles - that of health advisor, 
educator on health issues, advocate/resource 
person, liaison to faith and community 
resources, teacher of volunteers, developer of 
support groups and healer of body, mind, spirit 
and community. She immediately was called 
into action with home and hospital visits. 


August and September were active months for 
St. John’s. Plans were being made for: 


The annual Mix and Mingle party 


Ice Cream Social Sunday 


The Millikin Student Involvement Fair 


A Diocesan youth event, Ultreya 


A Festive Choral Evensong 


The Annual Brats party 


The annual Candlelight Service of 
Remembrance for Domestic Violence 
Victims 


The Diocesan Synod 


The annual Lessons and Carols 


Father Swan's calm manner and involvement 
with the community had undoubtedly made a 
positive difference for St. John's. It had allowed 
the parish to move from the previous distress 
by replacing it with concern for others. 


Sunday School for the youth had returned. The 
curriculum forthe high schoolstudents was Bible 
Studies for Life, a curriculum designed 
to help show students where the 
Bible meets their life. There were 
discussions and applications of 
critical biblical truths for their 
lives. The high school group 
began meeting at a private 
residence on Wednesday 
evenings. The younger pre- 
teens met Sunday at 9:00 each 
Sunday with Mrs. Julie Keith. 


St. John’s entered 2014 much as 
always. The Annual meeting was 
held on January 19th with a traditional 


formal breakfast. Things had calmed down 


considerably, and people were feeling very 
comfortable with Father Swan. Marv Swan 
continued to be very helpful in many aspects 
and an integral part of the church fabric. It 
seemed she was always at the right place at 
the right time to help or fill in. 


The year promised to be busy with the following 
upcoming events: the Clergy pre-Lenten 
Retreat, The Bishop’s annual visit in March, 
Cursillo, and Ultreya. The Lenten Supper/Study 


“Marv Swan Continued To Be 

Very He ріш In Many Aspects 

And An Integral Part Of The 
Church Fabric.” 


groups were to begin, and a Lenten Evensong 
was in the works. 


A new outreach was started in April of 2014, 
and that was the Children’s Shoe Box Ministry 
operated through Operation Christmas Child 
by the Samaritan’s Purse Organization. St. John’s 
parishioners were asked to start thinking about 
small items that could be put into shoe boxes to 


give to impoverished children in other countries. 
The congregation began assembling boxes for 
the shoe box ministry in August. 


By May 2014, things were going very well. The 
Bishop had led the five-week Lenten series at 
St. John's. A Lenten sung Tenebrae with the 
combination of Millikin Tudor Voices, and the 
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choir was well attended. 


Addyston Akins was baptized at the late night 
Easter Vigil. The next morning, eleven children 
sang “He is Lord” at the 10:00 A.M. Easter Mass. 


The new lift for handicap access was completed 
and being used. Sunday School was being 
planned for the 2014 fall session. 

Emily Cole and Janice Akins 

offered to lead Sunday School 

for the Ist through 3rd grades 

each Sunday at 9:00 A.M. Julie 

Keith would teach the 4th-6th 


Jr, was the former 13th bishop of the Episcopal 
Diocese of South Carolina from 1989 to 2008. In 
retirement he continued as a member of the 
House of Bishops of the Episcopal Church. 


In 2007, Salmon was awarded South Carolina's 
highest civilian honor, the Order of the Palmetto. 
He served as dean of Nashotah House 
Theological Seminary in Wisconsin 

from 201-2014. He was a good 

friend to St. John's and had 

provided assistance on several 

occasions. He died June 29th, 


« ; 2016, in St. Louis, Missouri, at 
grade class. Addyston Akins Was 2 
| Baptized At The Late Night Í 

St. John’s congregation was Easter Vigil.” Once again, St John's took 


happy to learn that seminarian 
Ben  Hankinson would be 
ordained to the Priesthood at 
Trinity church in Mt. Vernon. 


An interesting ceremony was held when 
newcomers Tom and Celeste Ames were 
confirmed by Bishop Edward L. Salmon at St. 
John's. 


Residing in St. Louis, The Rt. Rev. Edward L. Salmon 
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their services outside of the 

church proper. In 2014, several 

parishioners had their homes 
blessed by Father Swan. 


In October of 2014, Father Swan again appealed 
to the members of St. John’s to honor the four 
goals that the parish had been working on 
during his past three years. The parish goals 
were increased prayer life, traditional uplifting 
worship, fellowship opportunities, and increased 


? ИТЕ 
New Children's Banner, 2014 


attention to outreach programs in the Macon 
County community. He reiterated: 


A vibrant church is one that has activity 
more than on Sunday mornings. Please note 
events on your calendar when you see them 
in the bulletin or the newsletter. Read your 
newsletter and take the bulletins home with 
you! If St. John’s is an afterthought in enough 
members’ lives, it risks becoming a memory 
in the life of Decatur. See you in church. 


Communion. Bishop Daniel Martins requested 
that the diocese clergy “gently” teach about 
receiving Holy Communionbyintinction (dipping 
the host in the chalice). Many people preferred 
intinction to drinking from the chalice directly. 
Martins felt that theologically, intinction made 
the most sense if the person holding the chalice 
took the host from the communicant, dipped it in 
the chalice, and placed it in the communicants’ 
mouth. His instructions continued as such, 
"So, if you prefer to receive intinction, 

please leave the host in your palm 


4. 4... к and allow the chalice bearer to 
months (C do the dipping." Bishop Martins 
suggested that the change 
The Youth Sunday school “If St. John's 15 An start first with the youth under 
was moving right along. Each Afterthought In Enough twelve, and then see if adults 
Sunday the children had a Members’ Lives, It Risks could also change this habit. 
lesson, an art project and : He said this was a gentle 
practiced music to sing in Becoming A Memory In request, not a demand. 
the church in the future. After The Life Of Decatur." 


completing a new banner for the 

church, the children presented it to 

Father Swan on September 24th, and it 

was blessed and given to St. John's. The banner 
was designed by Ms. Kathy Moore, made by 
the children, and quilted by Ms. Kathy Phillips. 
The message on it was "Lift up your eyes to the 
heavens, and thats what the teachers and 
children hoped to do each Sunday. 


Just as things were settling down for St. John's, 
d change was brewing on receiving Holy 


By July 2015, Bishop Martins had 

moved beyond the suggestion 

of letting the chalice bearer do the 

intinction, to nearly putting forward an 

absolute prohibition of people dipping their 
host beginning on Advent Sunday 2016. 


Father Swan's call to think about Macon 
County's needs was spreading to other areas. 


Over 50 years ago, St. John's Adoption club had 
been organized by Stan and Ann Metz. It was 
a group of people who supported the Christian 
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Children’s Fund. Their Adoption Club had 
helped children in need throughout the world. 
Lynn Currie, the current Director, requested 
more people at St. John’s help by joining and 
becoming sponsors. 


Another call for Christmas gifts for children 
who had mothers in the Decatur Correctional 
Center was also given. The correctional 
center wardens had expressed how 

important and meaningful it was 
for both the children and the 
mothers to receive and give 
small gifts during the holidays. 
Many of the children had never 
gotten a Christmas present 


с 


“Father Swan's Call To Think 
About Macon County Needs 


renovation, stained glass window restorations, 
celebrations for major events, committee 
memberships and chairs, to vestry membership. 


As Randy remembered: 


We had moved to Decatur in 1982 and began 
attending St. John’s. Both of our families 
were very involved in their parishes so they 
had set an example and an expected 
standard for us growing up. We had 
attended Episcopal Churches in 
the various places we lived prior 

to Decatur, but did not find any 

of them as inviting or friendly 

as St. John’s. Because of this, 


; St John's not only became 
from their mothers, who may Was S ding To Oth y 
“ш preading To Other our church home and family, it 
have been addicted, homeless, у 
Areas." became central to our lives in 


or otherwise unable to provide 

for their children. Parishioners 

placed donations in the baptistery 

at the back of the church. People 
overseeing this were Judy Ellison, Sandy Roe, 
and Melinda Chadwick. 


In December, Father Swan happily announced 
that St. John's would be "the single traditional 
worship space readily available in Decatur 
that can be open and accessible.” St. John's 
parish had worked hard to get a handicap lift 
that consistently worked to allow people to get 
into the nave and the parish hall. Beyond the 
lift, now there was a beautiful, fully accessible 
restroom as well. Father Swan was pleased with 
the new addition and wondered if sanctuary 
pews should be moved or changed to allow for 
guests who used wheelchairs. 


Unfortunately, pledges were still about $20,000 
less than the year before, which continued to 
cause some anxiety. 


In May of 2014, St. John’s lost two of its most 
devoted parishioners when Patty and Randy 
Kampfe moved to Colorado after Randy retired 
from Archer Daniels Midland. The Kampfes had 
been involved with St. John's for many years, 
and their influence was imprinted on nearly 
everything in the church, from the St. Mary's Hall 
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Decatur. All of our closest friends 

there were members of St. John’s. 

This is likely why we were so involved 

and so committed to our church work 
here. 


Their story was very similar to many of the 
parish families at St. John’s. 


The Kampfes were amazing because their 
valuable contributions to St. John’s included 
such a wide variety of activities. So many areas 
of St. John’s carry careful reminders of their 


Randy And Patty Kampfe, Circa 2020 


RANDY KAMPFE HAD AN IMPRESSIVE LIST OF 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS INCLUDING: 


Serving on the vestry eight times 


Serving as Rectors Warden and Parish 
Warden 


Chairing the Search Committees that called 
Frs. Holt, Brown, and Reischman 


Reconstructing the Organ Room for the 
organ renovation 


Chairing the Second Century and Extra Mile 
Renovations 


Preparing the designs for the Bell Tower 
steeple and cross replacement, the Rose 
Window replacement, and the Baptistery 
roof cross; the Church Sign; the Reredos 
paneling and wainscoting; the Memorial 
Windows in the back of the Sanctuary; and 
Columbarium 


Preparing the Office Renovation floor plan, 
including bathroom, conference room, 
kitchenette, storeroom, Treasurer's office, 
Church Secretary's area, and Rector's office 


Finishing the Office renovation rough-in 
framing and carpentry with Bob Oakes and 
Patty Kampfe 


Designing the Sanctuary Clerestory window 
replacement frames 


Chairing the Chapel and Fellowship Hall 
Memorial Window project 


Renovating the Choir Robe closet 


Serving as Diocesan Delegate multiple times 


Serving оп the Diocesan 


Committee 


Standing 


Chairing the Diocesan Bishop's Election Call 
Committee for Bishop Beckwith 


hours of work and care for the parishioners and 
the buildings. Their move to Colorado was felt 
deeply by alll. 


In the fall of 2015, two parishioners were 
surprised when they dropped off bulletins in 
the nave and heard a loud crash, only to see 


PATRICIA KAMPFE HAD AN EQUALLY EXTENSIVE 
LIST OF AREAS WHERE SHE HAD A SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT ON ST. JOHN’S, INCLUDING: 


Co-chairing the Fellowship Committee with 
Judy McKenzie and Karen Johnson 


Chairing the Interior Committee during the 
Second Century and Extra Mile Renovation 
Campaign 


Serving on the Altar Guild 


Chairing the Office Interior Redecoration 
Committee 


Serving on the Vestry 


Serving as Parish Warden 


Chairing the Newcomers Committee 


Serving as Diocesan Delegate multiple times 


successful 150 


Chairing the 
Celebration 


very 


(( 


“The Kampfes Were 
Amazing Because Their 
Valuable Contributions To St. 
Johns Included Such A Wide 
Variety Of Activities." 


that the top of one of the supporting columns 
in the nave had broken and pieces were on the 
pew below. St. John's sanctuary columns are 
topped off with detailed plaster, and although 
the column itself seemed to be secure, the 
top was shattered. Luckily, well-known Bishop 
Salmon came to the rescue as he wasrestoring 
a house in the St. Louis metropolitan area and 
knew who to contact. A St. Louis plaster expert 
provided the labor and materials. The expert 
was able to restore the capital and survey the 
others. He felt that the heavy trucks and traffic 
on the street outside the church weakened the 
plaster. The column was repaired so expertly 


RELIGHTING THE FLAME 2011-2019 689 
——ooo УСС ЗУБЫ eee Ss eee 


that few parishioners even realized there had 
been a problem. 


In October of 2015, St. John’s started a new 
adventure by examining its spiritual life with the 
Renewal Works Program. It had been launched 
on September 12th with a survey. James Keith 
was the facilitator and formed a leadership 
team for the workshops that would take 
place. Along with this new program, St. John's 
discernment committee met for the last time 
and recommended Christine Gregory to be a 
candidate for Holy Orders. A Lenten series had 
inspired Gregory to pursue the diaconate. Her 
experiences with St. John's were similar to that 
of many other parishioners. 


Many projects were finished in July. The phone 
system was updated in the church office to 
include caller ID, conferencing, the ability to 
transfer calls, and use WiFi. A pictorial directory 
project was completed with Janet Barding Kling 
and Julie Carter. Holly Farrow, the organist/ 
choir director, and her talented husband, David, 
accepted a call to another church. Although 
the parishioners were sad to lose the Farrows, 
the parish was blessed when Dr. Fred Guzasky 
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assumed the interim organist/choir director 
position. 


Dr. Grigory Fredrick Guzasky, or Dr. Fred, as the 
congregation came to know him, was one of 
the most accomplished organist/choir directors 
St. John's had ever had. He was an organist, 
composer, and teacher, whose musical venues 
included several church music director positions 


“Тү. Fred, As The 
Congregation Came To Know 
Him, Was One Of The Most 
Accomplished Organist/ 
Choir Directors St. John's 
Ever Had." 


in Boston to Director of Music and Liturgy at the 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in 
Springfield, Illinois, which had brought him to the 
Midwest. Dr. Guzasky immediately bonded with 
the people at St. John's and enjoyed working with 
the choir members. He served as Interim Music 
Director from mid-summer 2016 until December 
before accepting this permanent role. 


Dr. Guzasky had taught and was an affiliated 
artist at MIT in Boston and a professor at 
Bridgewater State University. His private 
teaching studio began as an affiliate school of 
the Boston Conservatory. After the Conservatory 


abandoned its satellite program, he formed 
his teaching collaborative - Conservatory 
Teaching in Your Community, or, The Music 
Academy. 


As а recitalist, he had toured and performed in 
New England, the Midwest, Russia, Latvia, and 
England. He was widely known for his masterful 
organ performances. Some of his specialties 
included Gregorian chant, Russian Orthodox 
choral music, and the organ works of Josef 
Gabriel Rheinberger. He had received the Boston 
University Outstanding Performance Award. 


As a composer, he had to his credit several 
Masses, numerous choral anthems, including 
a series based on Russian Orthodox texts, and 
several instrumental works. He had recorded 
compact discs and had written books about 
Gregorian chant, organ technique and 
performance. He had even penned a mystery 
novel, as well as a children's book, Sasha and 
the Russian Family. Dr. Guzasky was also director 
of the Slava Russian Chorale. 


Additionally, Dr. Guzasky had worked for several 
organ builders, where he specialized in tuning 
and woodworking. He lived in Springfield, Illinois, 
and maintained a teaching studio on the city's 
west side, where he taught piano, organ, voice, 
and cello. Beyond music, he enjoyed writing, 
swimming, and scuba diving. 


January of 2017 started on a low note. Father 
Swan's report for the Annual meeting pointed 
out some sobering statistics for St. John's. 


The Renewal Works Project had been finished, 
and the final report was given. The parish tried 
some of the suggestions and didn't feel like they 
had worked very well. In addition income was 
still low, as was attendance. 


A bright spot in March of 2017 was welcoming 
a new family. Chris, Sarah, and Charlie Dodson 
moved to Decatur after living for several years 


‘A Bright Spot In March Of 
2017 Was Welcoming A New 
Family. Chris, Sarah, And 
Charlie Dodson Moved to 
Decatur..." 
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John O’Rourke, Circa 2014 


in Aberdeen, Scotland. While in Scotland, Chris 
completed a Ph.D. in Systematic Theology at the 
University. Chris and Sarah taught middle school 
and high school at Decatur Christian School. 
Although they both grew up Baptist, while in 
Scotland, they had followed the rhythms of the 
Episcopal life their last few years and enjoyed 
К. They were excited to continue praying and 
worshipping with the community and with the 
communion worldwide. They were confirmed at 
St. John's on Sunday, February 26th, 2017. Chris 
immediately became a valued lay reader and 
adult Sunday School teacher. 


с 


“John [O’Rourke’s] Experience 
Has Given Him A Vision That 
16 Far Greater Than Sight.” 
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Another new member of St. John’s parish at this 
time was John O'Rourke. Although he was vision 
disabled, he had graduated from Syracuse 
University and enjoyed a career of over 40 
years in public relations, broadcasting, and print 
journalism. His diverse interests included civil 
rights, disability rights, prisoners with disabilities, 
transportation, education, and information 
technology. John's work specifically furthered 
interest in Section 504 of the 1973 Rehobilitation 
Act and likely played a role in the advancement 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act, signed into 
law in 1990. John consulted on work in braille, 
speech output systems, and other disability- 
related information systems. Geographically 
John's career carried him from Syracuse to New 
York City, Washington D.C, London, and back to 
the United States in 201. 


At first, O'Rourke sat alone in a pew, but then moved 
to the choir with assistance from Holly Farrow. 
He and the new Choir Director, Dr. Fred Guzasky, 
worked on a means to get John special music 
materials sooner. "This is a fine group of people," 
John said in describing his view of the St. John's 
congregation. John said he enjoyed the events 
and activities at St. John's. "Mix and Mingle is always 
fun, as well as the Brats Party in the fall. Coffee hour 
is a great time to speak with fellow parishioners.” 
St. John’s enjoyed having such an accomplished 
and caring Christian as John O'Rourke as a parish 
member. As Marv Swan explained in the Eagle’s 
Nest, "John's experience has given him a vision 
that is far greater than sight." 


Another concern surfaced that year. Father 
Swan and others in the congregation were 
anxious about an upstairs roomful of old boxes 
of files, vestry minutes, newsletters, photos, and 
papers in St. Mary's Hall and requested that they 
be gone through. 


A newly formed St. John's Historical Club, 
consisting of Janice Akins, Julie Carter, Sara 
Davis, Mary Peters, and Kathy Phillips, began 
meeting weekly to sort through every scrap, file 
important papers in St. John’s historical archive, 
and gather information for a possible updated 
history. They gathered, sorted, sifted, and filed 
important items so they would be readily 
available for use when needed. Eventually, 


the most critical task would be to digitalize 
the minutes and other important documents. 
Tom Ames generously transported the many 
boxes of duplicate and outdated files to be 
confidentially shredded. 


An example of what the group 
found as they sorted happened 
as they were working. The History 
Club was surprised and thrilled 


“Christine Gregory Reported 


Dove and the women’s prison. 


Christine Gregory reported to the Mission 
Leadership Team regarding her pursuit for 

Holy Orders as a Deacon. She hoped 

that the Mission Leadership Team 
(vestry) might recommend her 
to the Diocese for presentment 

to the Commission on Ministry 
and the Standing Committee 


to receive a large package 22. а 

р pictures 2. То Тһе Mission Leadership to move from the status of 
clippings, programs, and other Team Regarding Her Pursuit ens. | о St 
memorabilia from Mary Jane For Holy Orders As A 59 i Я a ud еды! 
апа James Jones. Dr. Jones and Deacon” application to the Diocese. 


Mrs. Jones resided in Michigan 

and sent their collection of St. 

John's items to be saved and archived 

in Decatur. Mary Jane Farley was a former 
organist at St. John's, so many of the items 
were related to special musical events that had 
occurred in the 40s and 50s, and the programs 
were priceless. 


An important decision was made during the 
fall of 2017. Parishioners agreed to keep the 
Christmas ministries local. From September to 
mid-November, gifts and wrapping paper were 
collected for teenage girls and boys for both 


St. John's Parish family celebrated 

Easter of 2017 by witnessing the 

baptism of Aaron and Cassie Akins’ 
8-month-old twin baby boys, August and Aidan. 
The boys were in Decatur to celebrate Easter with 
their family, including grandparents Dewey and 
Janice Akins. Baptism of members of the Akins and 
Cole families at St. John's had become a tradition 
for them, as all eight cousins/siblings were baptized 
in the font at St. John's. The Akins' boys included 
Alexavier, Anderson, Addyston, and the twins, 
August and Aidan. Their cousins, Jackson, Aurelia, 
and Hailey Cole, are the children of Emily Cole. 
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Aaron, co-author of both the 2000 and this history А sign of the times was the new offering of Yoga 
of St. John's, considered St. John's to be his church classes held in the Parish Hall by community 


home. After the baptism, a reception was member Kathleen Owen. Owen was 
followed by the annual Easter egg hunt registered with the National Yoga 
for St. John's children and guests. Accreditation Association. St. 


John’s Yoga was open to all 


SE ЧОР Dagan -working wt parishioners and community 


ae 4. 2. “А Sign Of The Times Was members, both men апа 
т regnaney ; women, even those with no 
Center baby bottle fundraiser. The New Offering Of Yoga previous knowledge of yoga 
Baby bottles were given to Classes Held In The Parish | 
the congregation, and extra Hall By Community Member Participants paid a minimal 
change „о - 2. Kathleen Owen.” к ыо б they о, 
prayers. In ‚ the ottles ometimes, the money collecte 
that were taken had yielded by the participants was channeled 
$694.70. into other outreach opportunities. For 


Several events took place during the summer. 
Chris Dodson began leading the adult Sunday 
School Class and started by reviewing the 
Reformation transitional texts. The 500th year 
anniversary of the Reformation was in 2017, and 
the class did an in-depth study. 


In an effort to bring the education areas up 
to date, flat-screen T.V.s were hung in Sunday 
School classrooms, dlong with DVD players. 
These were provided by a former St. John’s 
priest, Father Toland. 
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MORE THAN ORNAMENTAL 
Central Illinois Church Windows Provide Inspiration In Stained Glass 


Most people during the Middle Ages were illiterate, so teaching the 
basics of Christianity required more than handing out tracts. 

Art came to the rescue. Paintings and stained glass windows 
in churches provided illustrations in a way that anyone could 
understand. 

Its a message still on display in Decatur's numerous houses of 
worship.... 

„Опе of the most spectacular is St. John’s Episcopal Church at 
130 W. Eldorado St. Each sanctuary window is stained glass, with 
the Gospel story depicted through pictures commissioned and 
dedicated by members. 

The Rev. Richard Swan's favorite is a giant rose window high on 
the back of the [nave] which is particularly spectacular when the 
afternoon sun streams through. 

“That’s something most people don't get to see much of,” Swan said. 
“It shows the ancient design of churches. There are times 1 walk 
in here and 1 have to check to see if the lights were left on because 
so much light comes in those upper windows, which is what they 
were designed for, to supplement candles when only candlelight 
was available.” 

St. John's is one of Decatur oldest churches. The building dates 
from 1892 and is the church's second home. The first was on Water 
and Wood streets. It’s laid out traditionally, with the altar on the 


The Herald And Review. August 19, 2018. 


instance, all yoga donation money collected 
at St. John’s yoga on Thursday, November 9th, 
2017, was donated to the St. John’s Oasis Soup 
Mission project that was under the direction of 
parishioner Tom Gregory. 


Tom Gregory, the husband of Deacon Christine 
Gregory, prepared large quantities of made- 
from-scratch soup every Thursday morning in the 
kitchen at St. John’s. Sometimes people from Oasis 
helped or other parishioners helped Tom. The soup 
provided nourishment for the men, and women 
at Oasis, a neighboring agency for the homeless. 
Through Tom's mission, the parish family of St. 
John's reached out to many homeless veterans, 
both men and women, and nourished thern with 
both physical and spiritual food. Unfortunately, 
the parish would mourn Tom's passing in 2021. 


Even though many activities were happening at 
St. John's, it was still struggling with pledges in 


east, because the Bible says that is the direction from which Christ 
will someday return. Swan said even in churches where the altar is 
not literally on the east wall, liturgically the altar is still considered 
“east” because of that. 


The stained glass, Swan said, pays homage not only to the church's 
own history, with the names of families who have worshiped there 
memorialized, but to Christianity’s history and tradition. [Under 
the rose window,] ... windows depict each of the four Gospel writers 
— Matthew, Mark, Luke and John — with symbols associated 
with each man. Stained glass surrounding the baptismal font is 
decorated with cherubs. 


That font is at the back of the church, which is another tradition, 
Swan said. 


“In most Anglican churches, the baptismal font is somewhere near 
the back as a reminder, as people pass by, that it's through baptism 
that we enter the church,” he said. 


Like the placement of the altar and the baptismal font, churches’ 
decorative touches are based in tradition, history and faith, not 
simply something to look at, Swan said. Stained glass windows serve 
another purpose besides teaching the Gospel or memorializing 
a beloved member. They also make it impossible to gaze out the 
window at the scenery and be distracted from worship... 


Tom Gregory (Right) And Helper Making Soup, 2018 
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November 2017 as the most recent stewardship 
campaign had a good response but it was still 
about $20,000 less than the year before. 


In the January 2018 Eagle's Nest, Father Swan put 
out a call for new ideas for St. John’s and a plea 
for help. It seemed the former excitement with 
having a new rector, Father Swan, was settling 
into “just getting along,” which was distressing for 
all. Father Swan was very concerned about the 
state of the parish: 


What might you formulate for a New Year's 
resolution for St John’s? Is there something 
that you would like to see us implement? 
Is there something that you would like to 
volunteer for? Is there something that you 
think may have ‘run its course?’ What does 
St. John's mean to you? What words, or word 
pictures, come to mind when you think of St. 
John's? This past couple of weeks the Finance 
Committee and the Vestry have been 
looking at the available funds and balanced 
them against the projected expenses of our 
Church for this next year. We are facing our 


696 RELIGHTING THE FLAME 2011-2019 
ы И сл + л ЛЕ ЖЗ СЕЗЕ ''P———À—————— 21, )0UUo—————— !"C— Е 


largest projected deficit in recent years. That 
will be a presentation and discussion for our 
Annual meeting on January 2lst. 


Father Swan concluded with all current 
activities and suggested that the parish 
family should examine the opportunities to 
get involved. The current missions included 
Friday Bible Study, Adult Sunday School, being 
an Usher, Greeter, Lector, and monthly visits to 
Good Samaritan Inn. 


With [an upcoming] newly ordained Deacon, 
Christine Gregory, in our midst, | envision 
more outreach and Pastoral care actions. 
Please be thinking and praying about how 
you might help with the work of St John’s 
this coming year. We are first and foremost 
a Eucharistic Community, but (as with any 
family) there are many opportunities for the 
work that needs to be done... 


It seemed there was more action during the 
weekdays than on Sundays. St. John’s now 
had several groups using the church facilities. 
Alcoholics Anonymous was going strong and 


THE JOURNEY TO BECOMING A DEACON BY CHRISTINE GREGORY 


In 2018, St. John’s was blessed with a new 
deacon, Marie Christine Gregory. She 
graciously provided this history of her 
journey to become a deacon. 


“When I was a little girl, my mother worked 
for Sertoma Centers, a service organization 
that meets communities’ needs through 
volunteer service, especially hearing 
health. We did a tour through Central 
Illinois every summer, culminating at 
the Illinois State Fair held in Springfield. 
During the tour, we lived for a portion of 
time at the Holidome Hotel in Decatur, IL. 


It was during those days when 1 first came 
to St. John’s to worship. What 1 recall the 
most are the simple sensations, the oil 
from the polish on the wood, dancing in 
the light from the golden windows above 
the altar, lingering incense, and the way 
the organ vibrated the sounds through 
my whole body. 1 had a low church 
background, with some modernity mixed 
in, and had never seen anything like St. 


John's. 


When 1 returned to the area, more than 
15 years later, it was to St. John’s where 1 
came to be confirmed. Bob Ellison taught 
the class, with Father Holt and Bishop 
Beckwith. Soon after, Fr. Holt married us 


in a beautiful ceremony. Rowena Woodard |” 


hand needle-pointed kitchen cloths, which 
1 use to this day. 


Inrecent years, God called me toa different | | 
path. It started with a strong sense of being | fe 


called during the prayers of the people. 
My time in discernment and preparation 
included a wonderful committee of my 
St. John’s family, getting to know clergy 
of the Diocese, attending classes online 
and at Nashotah House in Wisconsin. 
1 befriended a fellow discerner (now 
Deacon) Tim Leighton of St. Matthew's 


Bloomington. Together we began visiting 
other Deacons and discerners across the 
diocese for morning prayer and fellowship, 
which we lovingly dubbed ‘Deacons and 
Diners.’ 


Та[зо began to regularly do evening prayer 
outdoors on the corner of Church and 
Cerro Gordo streets. Over time this grew to 
have some regular attendance from local 
individuals suffering from homelessness, 
addictions, and depression. Some people 
stayed for the whole service and some just 
one of the prayers or readings. Service to 
those in need, particularly the unstable 
housed, has called out to me and continued 


to be part of my ministry. 


Iwas ordained on January 25th, 2018, at St. 
Johns by the Rt. Rev. Daniel Martins. The 
Very Rev. Richard Swan gave the homily, 
with. the Rev. Donald. Coventry sewing 
during the Liturgy of the Word. My family 
and | served St. John's faithfully until we 
relocated. My son, Deondre, helped as an 
usher. My youngest son, Donald, served 
as a faithful acolyte and my husband, 
Tom, maintained a successful weekly soup 
ministry for the homeless. My family and 
1 dearly love the community of St. John's, 
and it will always hold a special place in 
our hearts.” 


Sealing Malcom Lilly, 2018 


Belltower Steeple, Undated 


had been meeting at the education building for 
many years. St. John’s had begun hosting a 4-H 
Robotics Club that won a regional competition. 
Yoga was still going strong in the parish Hall 
almost daily. 


(( 


“The History Club Accepted 
An Award From The Illinois 
State Historical Society...” 


2018 began with an ordination at St. John's on 
Thursday, January 25th. Christine Gregory was 
ordained to the Vocational Diaconate. St. John’s 
was thrilled to have another deacon to help with 
clerical duties. Deacon Gregory proposed to re- 
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establish an active Pastoral Care committee, a 
group of members who would be proactive in 
visiting the shut-ins and the hospitalized. 


On Saturday, March 10th, Mary Peters and Sara 
Davis, members of the History Club, accepted 
an award from the Illinois State Historical Society 
on behalf of St. John’s, which acknowledged 
the parish as a Sesquicentennial Church. The 
award was given to Illinois churches that have 
had congregations for 150 years or more. The 
event, held at Westminster Presbyterian Church 
in Springfield, was attended by participants 
representing many denominations, including 
Methodist, African Methodist Episcopal, Unitarian 
Universalist, Evangelical Lutheran, Presbyterian, 
Disciples of Christ, Roman Catholic, and three 
Jewish congregations. St John’s was the 
only Episcopal congregation acknowledged; 
however, St. Andrew’s, Edwardsville, founded 
1841, had been recognized in 2010. St. John’s new 
history committee was thrilled to be recognized. 


In the summer of 2018, The Mission Strategy 
Report of the Eucharistic Community or 
Community-in-Formation, Known as St. John's 
Episcopal Church, Decatur, Illinois, was released. 
The coordinator was Father Michael Newago 
from St. Barnabas, Havana. This report was 
proposed to be annual. In the broader sense, 
it was a tool to help accomplish some needed 
strategic planning over the next several years. 
The information and resulting actions were not 
meant to be something that happened in one 
meeting and then produced results in a matter 


The Illinois State Historical Societw 
cially recognizes the religious, cultural, civic, 


Illinois Sesquicentennial Church Award, 2018 


50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
Francis and Mary Bowers Peters 


A memorable wedding was held at St. John’s on November gth, 1968. 
November 9, 1968 -- Wedding vows were repeated in St. John’s by Miss Mary Beth Bowers and Francis Eugene Peters. Parents of the couple were 


Rev. and Mrs. Darwin Bowers and Mrs. James Puckett and the late Francis Peters. The wedding was memorable for many guests because, not only 
did it include Father Darwin Bowers’ daughter, but a 5.6 earthquake hit at precisely 11:00 am as the bride was going down the aisle. The bride 
and groom didn't notice, but many of the guests did, and they still remember that day. 
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AN UNSUNG HERO, THE DEDICATED MINISTRY OF DEACON DONALD COVENTRY 


St. John’s has been blessed to have a 
dedicated deacon with a ready smile 
and calm demeanor assisting the parish 
through the transitions of five rectors 
during the 2000s. Donald Coventry, 
born and raised in Illinois, was a cradle 
Southern Baptist, Army veteran, 26-mile 
marathon participant, Police Department 
Lieutenantwith 32 years of service, Decatur 
Park District Chief Ranger, and 1960s civil 
rights activist who ran his own marathon 
at St. John’s Episcopal Church over twenty 
years. The St. John’s parish asked him to 
consider the diaconate after he retired. 
When he remembered his career path and 
choices, he reflected, 41 know sin,” but he 
also knew empathy, fairness, and how to 
give support to those in need. 


His civil activism was merely the beginning 
of his selfless and lengthy public service 
ministry. In 1968, Coventry was called to 
jury duty in Decatur, Illinois. The 30-year- 
old railroad brakeman and father of three 
served оп a jury fora week and took detailed 
notes of the testimony and procedures. 
When the case was given to the jury for 
a decision, the court ordered Coventry to 
surrender his notes. Coventry protested, 
insisting there was nothing in Illinois law 
that disallowed jurors from taking notes. 
He was overruled. Overwhelmed by the 
decision, he refused to serve on the jury 


Deacon Don Coventry, 2010s 


any longer. He was later summoned for 
additional jury duty and declined. He said 
that he would never again accept jury duty 
“under the present Jury system” and was 
ordered to show cause why he should not 
be held in contempt of court for refusing 


to serve. 


Coventry's initial objection began with 
being called for jury duty even though the 
Norfolk and Western Railway Company, 
which employed him, did not pay wage 
differential. At that time, jurors received 
only $6 a day from the county, which 
created a financial burden along with the 
intangible inconveniences of jury duty. 


Coventrys protest of Macon County 
jury procedures went all the way to the 
Illinois Supreme Court. Coventry even 
sent a letter to the Governor objecting to 
an understanding among local circuit 
court judges that prohibited note- 
taking by jurors. He also questioned the 
requirement for unanimous verdicts, 
automatic exemption of lawyers from jury 
duty, and the sealing of juries from outside 
references during deliberations. Since 
he did not return at the appointed date, 
he then was considered for a contempt 
judgment, which could have brought a fine 
of $5 to S100. 


Indeed, he was found guilty of contempt of 
court for refusal to complete a two-week call 
for jury duty. Acting as his own attorney, 
he succeeded in having one portion of 
the contempt petition dismissed, but was 
found guilty on a second point. 


Two weeks later, Coventry was fined $75.00. 
Instead of paying the fine, he chose the 15- 
day term in jail. Over his objections, the 
fine was paid in full by persons who were 
sympathetic to his cause. Coventry said he 
still refused further jury service because the 
$6 per day juror compensation constituted 
an economic hardship on working jurors 
who lost pay to participate and because 
he was not permitted to take notes during 
his duty. The presiding judge said neither 
reason was recognized as a legal excuse 
for ignoring a jury summons. Coventry 
considered an appeal but abandoned it 
when he learned the cost would range 


from $1,500 to $5,000. 


Coventry was ahead of his time and could 
be said to be visionary in some respects. 
The Illinois Supreme Court upheld the 
jurors’ rights to take notes in 1995, nearly 
25 years after Coventry's initial objection. 


Coventry said his jail term would not stop 
his protests of the county jury system. 
“My personal hardship may be past,” he 
said, “but I’m still concerned about all the 
other people who may be faced with the 
same situation. 1 won't consider the job 
done until prospective jurors are excused 
on grounds of economic loss or until the 
county sees fit to pay an adequate level 
of compensation for jury duty.” Even in 
his earlier days in Decatur, Coventry was 
already dedicated to serving others and 
standing up for those who had less of a 
voice. This characteristic would serve him 
well throughout his professional careers. 


Coventry’s experience with the legal system 
left a permanent impression on him. In 
1969, the Decatur native joined the Decatur 
Illinois Police Department as a patrolman. 
In less than ten years, he was promoted 
to the rank of Sergeant and assigned to 
the detective bureau. Не participated 
in several schools and institutes for 
specialized police training. He attended 
Millikin University, Sangamon State 
University (later the University of Illinois 
at Springfield) and held an Associate's 
Degree in Law Enforcement from Richland 
Community College. 


He enjoyed his career and interacting with 
the citizens of Decatur, so they weren't 
surprised to read in the local paper about 
his fitness efforts on New Year's Day 1990. 
A fan of running, he admitted that he 
hadn't run a marathon in four years, but 
he felt that running was a great addition 
to keeping him healthy and safe for his 
police position. True to his can-do attitude, 
he stressed, “You might as well get started 
today. If you wait until Jan. 2, you're going 
to falter.” 


Coventry had already joined the ranks 
of long-distance runners by competing 
in the Freedom Marathon at Allerton 
Park near Monticello, Illinois, along the 
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Sangamon River. He completed the 26 
miles 385 yards in a sporty 3 hours 57 
minutes 6 seconds. 


Coventry remained committed to public 
service. Before his retirement in 1991, he 
had served in a wide variety of capacities 
in the Police Department, including 
18 months as Acting Lieutenant and 
second-shift commander, 


In March 1901, he was hired to the newly- 
created position of Chief Ranger for the 
Decatur Illinois Park District. He began 
laying the groundwork to merge the 
park and airport police into one unit 
of park rangers. His new job blended 
the traditional role of security and law 
enforcement while encouraging the 
rangers to dive into “community-based 
policing.” 


His aim was to create educational 
activities and programs to encourage 
neighborhoods, community groups, and 
individuals to get involved with making 
parks clean, safe, and secure. Coventry 
wanted people to say “There's a park 
ranger. He can help me.” His goal was to 
create a professional agency with the same 
kind of image rangers have in national 
parks. The new Chief Ranger explained, 


“1 look forward to working in the parks 
and continuing to serve the public.” 


Coventry had been selected from among 
over 65 candidates from all over the 
United States. He was selected for his 
diverse background, his “community- 
based policing" philosophy, and his 


lifelong ties to the community. 


Building on his experience as a hospital 
chaplains assistant, he was asked to 
become a Deacon. He met with the Bishop 
and was accepted as a candidate for Holy 
Orders in 2001. He studied for two years 
and was ordained to the Diaconate on The 
Feast of St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles, 
in the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 
Springfield, Illinois, on June 29th, 2004. 
He has served at St. John’s ever since. 


Deacons serve in many areas. Deacon 
Don served St. John’s as a Chalice Bearer, 
Lay Eucharistic Minister, Hospital Visitor, 
Prayer chain member, and Nursing Home 
Visitor. He also assisted the blind in 
enrolling in the Talking Books program 
furnished by the State of Illinois. Beyond 
assisting on Sundays, deacons preach, 
make hospital calls, visit nursing homes 
and the homebound, take Communion to 
the sick, aid those in the church who have 


various needs, and perform the service 
from the reserved sacrament when the 
priest is not available. Deacons are also 
called on to perform funerals, weddings, 
and baptisms. 


At St. John’s, Coventry has been 
affectionately called ‘Deacon Don.’ 
Deacon Don has been a stable leader for 
the church as the longest-serving Deacon 
in St. John’s history. He is a quiet but 
strong leader, not feeling it necessary to 
be the center of attention. This endearing 
characteristic may be one of the reasons 
for his continued success. Deacon Don 
helped multiple rectors transition to St. 
John’s and was always available to fulfill 
the needs of the parish when a priest was 
unavailable. He found being a servant at 
St. John’s very fulfilling, and his spirit of 
service left a lasting impression on the 
congregation. Parishioners believe St. 
John's has been greatly blessed to have 
Deacon Don as such a stalwart part of 


the parish family. 


Rev. Coventry is married to Delores 
Moyer, former caseworker and Chief 
Deputy Coroner of Macon County. They 
have fwe children, eight grandchildren, 
and five great-great grandchildren. 


| 


Ё. 


| 
уха 


Her 
р. №7 


"a 


ha x 
e ‹ 
УФЕ d EI 


Father Swan, Deacon Coventry & Twin August Akins, 2017 


of months. It was meant to supply information 
for several years. The report created a snapshot 
of St. John’s in 2017. The findings were as follows: 


St. John's Episcopal Church, Decatur, Il. was a 
highly committed parish that valued a strong 
relationship with God, the church, partners, 
and the community. Their beliefs and practices 
were strong, and they searched for ways to 
put their faith into action. It was comprised of 
parishioners who see themselves mostly as 
growing in a life with God, deepening in life with 
God, a lesser amount of their parish family is in 
а life with God in the center. 


Their parish had experienced stable, but low 
worship (80/weekly) attendance and they were 
declining in annual plate/pledge contributions. 
They had an aging parish. The majority of 
parishioner losses were due to geographic 
moves or death, and they struggled to attract 
new parishioners. 


The personality of the church was that of 
a person set in his/her ways. They were 
passionate about worship, contributing money, 
music, fellowship, worship and liturgy, and their 
church building. They had many opportunities 
for fellowship and outreach. 


They were concerned about the decline in the 
size of their parish family and the financial health 
of their parish. About 76% of their parish were 45 
and older and probably leaning to older. 


They believe they were called to truly welcome 
people who are exploring a life in God, develop 
interdenominational worship and social 
experiences, worship through the arts, and 
strengthen parishioner relationships with God 
and each other. 


The low attendance numbers had not come 
as a surprise. Everyone who attended church 
regularly could see that weekly participation 
had been falling. Some suggestions by Father 
Swan to help bring up attendance were 
suggested in the November 2018 Eagle’s Nest: 


It might help if you look around and notice 
that someone is missing who used to be 
in regular attendance to give them a call, 
or drop them a note, to let them know that 
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they are missed. 


A Church thrives first and foremost on 
the regular worship of its members. After 
al, the Church is its members. There is 
an unfortunate teaching embedded 
in the Episcopal Church that says that 
worshipping three times a year makes 
one a member. That is just not canonically 
true. It has become a pastoral response 
to a busy world. The canons allow that 
active membership in the Church ("in good 
standing") means that the person is regular 
in weekly attendance except for those times 
when it is not possible. The larger the core of 
members who are regular in weekly worship, 
the healthier the church. 


Numbers are important but even more so 
is the spirit. We have been blessed in the 
recent past to have grown spiritually. Our 
Strategic Planning committee is working 
on plans to bring more people through the 
doors. 
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Baptistery At Easter, 2017 


St. John’s, like many other mainline churches, 
was feeling the effect of people who wanted 
more modern worship opportunities. This parish 
was certainly not inviting to those looking for 
contemporary services, recent Christian music, 
basketball courts, financial workshops, or other 
modern concerns. Father Swan had remained 
committed to the congregation’s request from 
2011 to maintain the traditional Anglican 
worship style, but by 2018 that course 

of action did not appear to be 
helping falling attendance and 
pledges. 


Father Swan, himself, had held 


(( 


“St. Johns, Like Many 
Other Mainline Churches, 


which is what they had requested when he 
arrived. He was proud of the handicap lift and 
accessible restroom enhancements that had 
been made during his service. He had taken 
care of St. John’s physical building as if it were 
his own home. Along with his rector duties, he 
walked through the building after every meeting 
and assisted with monitoring the facility for 
potential issues or concerns. He picked 

up the daily reminders of the local 
people who used St. John’s yard 
as а thoroughfare to their 
shelters and soup kitchens. He 
and Магу had participated 

in all church functions and 


steady to his mission of being Was Feeling The Effect Of worked tirelessly. 

“a Light for Macon County" by People Who Wanted More 

being extensively involved in Medea ПИКУ In late 2018, it was clear that 
many community organizations OREN ki р times were changing for St. 
and agencies in Decatur and Opportunities. John's, the National Church, 


Macon County, even assuming 

several leadership roles in them. Many 

people now knew about the “beautiful 
church on Eldorado” and greatly respected the 
rector, but that didn’t seem to lead to many 
new church families. The average Sunday 
attendance was 61 for the first 33 Sundays of 
the year 2019 and sometimes seemed like 50 
or so. Some in the congregation felt that new 
avenues should be examined. 


Father Swan had always been aware of St. 
John's challenges, but unfortunately, those had 
not been solved. Speaking to the newspaper 
when he first arrived іп 201, he stated, "Down 
the line though, the greatest challenge is 
always long-term growth. We've got to attract 
young couples and maybe even some college 
students." 


His traditional manner had led him to make 
certain decisions that may or may not have 
contributed to lagging attendance. Although 
there had been requests for a capital fund to 
take care of some physical problems, Father 
Swan had made a personal commitment not to 
start one until there wasn't a pledge deficiency, 
which never happened during his tenure. 


Father Swan had provided care of St. John's 
and the parishioners on a very personal level, 


and Decatur. Decatur, Illinois, had 
lost several large manufacturing 
businesses and residents. The city 
population had dropped nearly 6,000 people 
during the years Father Swan was there. The 
National Church had become more liberal, 
which bothered some parishioners. After 
much thought and prayer, Father Swan and 
his wife, Marv, decided to retire, much to many 
loyal parishioners’ chagrin. Agencies and 
organizations throughout Decatur and Macon 
County were also saddened as the Swans 
relocated to North Carolina in November 2019. 


Father Swan Giving His Sermon, Circa 2010s 
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The parish would not soon forget his ready smile, 
straightforward manner, and genuine concern 
for others. Parishioners immediately had to 
scramble to ensure every job was completed 
that he and Marv had covered so effortlessly, 
such as the altar guild, lay reading, the Eagle’s 
Nest, weekly coffee hour, and the Newcomers’ 
committee. 


Father Swan often concluded the Sunday mass 
with this prayer from Rev. Tom Mustard. It 
reminds us of the Swans' dedication and giving 
attitude to all. 
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Rev. Thomas Mustard's Prayer 
Be careful as you go out into God's creation, for it 


does not belong to you. 


Be gentle with yourself and with one another, for 
you are the dwelling place of the Most High God. 


Be alert and hesitant, for sometimes God is but a 


whisper. 


And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain 


with your always. 


Amen. 
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The Future 1$ Now 
2021] 


TWENTY 


it- one hundred sixty-six years of the history 

of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Decatur, 
Illinois. After Father Swan left in November of 
2019, St. John’s good friend, Canon Eugene 
Stormer, returned to help the congregation 
elect a new rector. He had also come to St. 
John's in 1999 after the death of Father Ed Holt. 
Interim rectorships have been structured to be 
short stays. Father Stormer was prepared to 
maintain the status quo, put together a parish 
profile, help St. John's find a new rector, and 
then return full-time to his Canon duties at the 
Diocese of Springfield. 


R eflections from 2021. And so there you have 


Father Stormer arrived on the first Sunday of 
January 2020, just in time for the annual Advent 
Pageant. On that morning, the sun was shining 
brightly through the windows, and spirits were 
high throughout the entire congregation. 
Extended families were visiting for the program, 
and everyone felt the energy of the service. 


Little did anyone know that in two months, 
the entire world would change апа an 
unprecedented, full lockdown would be at hand. 
At first, no one knew what to do. All community 
events stopped and uncertainty prevailed. 
During the chaos, the parish secretary abruptly 
resigned. 


After a short time, Father Stormer and a small 


group of committed lay people began to 
make plans. Father Stormer, Tracy Barding, 
Deacon Coventry, Chris Dotson, Judy Ellison, 
Dr. Guzasky, James Keith, Barbara Peoples and 
Nicole Warner, decided to livestream masses, 
so even if the church were closed, services 
would be available. Tracy and Nicole put the 
finishing touches on a new webpage. The 
vestry purchased a new computer system for 
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NOW 2021 


most importantly, prepared to livestream the 
services. 


At first, things were a bit rocky, but soon it all 
fell into place, and their efforts paid off. Father 
Stormer took over office duties, which meant 
he answered phones, prepared bulletins, 

and held St. John’s together. The 

vestry continued to meet, with 
masks, social distancing, and 
zoom internet calls. Beyond 
the services, funerals were 
livestreamed іп a пем 
manner as large groups of 


“These Parishioners 
Continued The Tradition Of 
Serving With An Immeasurable 


this time was paramount, but the pre- pandemic 
falling attendance was equally disconcerting. 
The future of St. John’s was at hand. How would 
the congregation regain а strong, vibrant 
church that was already in distress before the 
pandemic? The congregation had been getting 

smaller and smaller, and the problems 

larger and larger. 


Father Brown, who left in 2006, 
addressed the problem of 
sinking attendance by writing: 
“We are good at avoidance... 
Someone has pointed out 


people were not allowed to Number Of Lay People And that struggling churches 
meet. Father Stormer pressed are sometimes caught in 
on with Wednesday online Rectors Who Over The Years grief and denial as they are 
evening prayer services from Have Given Of Their Time focused on what has been 
the chapel and weekly classes. And Talents? lost." St. John's attendance 


He also provided Bible Study for 

an in-person small group on Friday 

mornings. These parishioners continued 

the tradition of serving with an immeasurable 
number of lay people and rectors who over the 
years, have given of their time and talents to 
help ensure St. John's continued success. 


Almost immediately, St John’s had two 
overarching concerns. Finding a rector during 


ede quu Ды 


po 


had been in a downward spiral 
for several years. Decatur's 
economy, population loss, and 
National Episcopal Church changes all had 
contributed to the congregation's struggles. 


In one of Father Brown's last communications 
in the May 2006 Eagle's Nest before leaving, 
he wrote about “Constructive Anxiety" Не 
summarized the feelings of many parishioners 


|; 
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who were anxious about attendance and 
membership and the long-term outlook for St. 
John’s. He wanted the congregation to think 
about what St. John's Episcopal Church had to 
offer Decatur: 


enough to harness our anxiety and change 
our outlook and missions?" 


While this was the formula Father Brown 
mentioned, before the pandemic, St. John's had 
grown accustomed to about 65 parishioners a 


.We have a meaningful liturgy week. 

that connects us with God. 

We have a responsible and After the pandemic is calmed, 
faithful intellectual tradition reviving churches and church 
and several offerings attendance will be one of the 
to assist persons who р . biggest challenges. How do 
long to grow in faith. After The Pandemic 15 parishes welcome back the 


We have opportunities 
for fellowship that are 
unsurpassed. It is so rich 
an offering that surely 
it must be shared. Such 
great potential... 


He even gave a formula for how many 
people St. John's should have. 


"The population of Decatur is about 80,000. 
[70,000 in 2020] Typically, the Episcopal 
tradition appeals to 1 to 2 percent of the 
population. | Conservatively we should 
have 800 members if we want to reach the 
average potential. Assuming one fourth 
of those persons were active we would 
have an average Sunday attention of 200. 
Currently we have between 100 and 125. .. 
How uncomfortable are we, uncomfortable 


Eo Ps 
——.- 


James Keith 


mmc 4 
аини —— В’ 
Dr. Fred & Chris Dodson 


Barb Peoples Judy Ellison 


Calmed, Reviving Churches 
And Church Attendance МЛ 
Be One Of The Biggest 
Challenges.” 


members in person to share 
the fellowship of Christ when 
they haven't been able to 
meet together? How will small 
congregations maintain the 
beautiful artistic church buildings 
that need so much care and add 
so much to the spiritual side of human 
nature? Did gathering on the internet 
nourish and encourage Christian ideals and 
interests? Will those parishioners be interested 
in returning to church in person? What is the 
future course of churches? These are a few of 
the questions that will need to be answered in 
order for mainline churches like St. John's to 
continue. 


This generation is not the first to weather a 
major crisis, like a pandemic and political unrest, 
and it will not be the last. However, these are 


Tracy Barding Deacon Coventry 
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Rev. Gene Stormer, 2020 


questions will demand answers and determine 
St. John’s future course. 


In 2021, the world is still battling with 
the one-year-old virus pandemic 
and political unrest. So much 
has changed dramatically for 
everyone across the world. 
Nearly all events are still at 

а standstill many people 
continue to work from 
home, and schools and 
churches are still shuttered. 
Vaccines are arriving and 
things appear to be slowly 
improving. However, people 
are simply unable to return 
to “normal” lives after being 
quarantined for such an extended 
period of time. 


Several years ago, the Herald and Review asked 
Father John 1. Hall what message he would be 
giving his congregation on Easter morning. He 
said he will tell his congregation that people of 
every century have experienced a resurrection. 


Through wars, the Dark Ages and other 
grim times... "There still were individuals 
who became convinced through personal 
experience that Christ lives. They have 
discovered that there is love, truth, justice 


(( 


“Through Wars, The Dark 
Ages And Other Grim Times... 
There Still Were Individuals Who 
Became Convinced Through Personal 
Experience That Christ Lives. They 
Have Discovered That There 18 
Love, Truth, Justice And 
Beauty In The World." 


and beauty in the world. 


Is now the time for a resurrection of this 
generation? What does St. John's have to offer 
the residents of Macon County? In some ways 
there are more questions than answers. 


No doubt, some of those who love St. John's 
revere the Gothic architecture, the red and 
orange sandstone, and all of the gorgeous 
fixtures throughout the beautiful church building. 
Many people are tied to fond memories from 
their childhood church and those memories 
help them continue their attendance at St. 
John's. Others found their place in the church 
due to the multitude of activities that have been 
housed in the building through the last century 
of worship. St. John's has given hope and made 
long lasting impressions on thousands and 
thousands of worshipers near and far. 


Hope is powerful and the church today can 

look to its interim rector, Father Stormer for an 

amazing example of how one person can 

shine brightly through dark clouds. 

This interim rector has twice held 

the church together through 

different challenges, one in 

1999 and one in 2019. He is 

d dedicated and faithful 

example of commitment 

through difficult times. It 

will take a diligent group of 

people with a leader such 

as Father Stormer to return 

St John's to a successful 
state. 


The answer to St. John's 
challenges might be found in a 
future leader -- the future priest. 
The congregation will need a vibrant 
soul with new ideas in order to recover. 
Father Stormer has propelled St. John's into the 
2lst century with amazing courage and vision. 
The new priest needs to follow that trend, if St. 
John's is to survive. 


Regardless of the myriad cultural changes, 
local parishes, and person-to-person contact 
is still sought and needed. In May 1970, Rev. 
Bowers received an honorary degree of Doctor 
of Divinity from his alma mater, Nashotah 
House, Nashotah, Wisconsin. The degree was 


THE FUTURE IS NOW 2021 71 
“ЕЗ... "=ч ————ч сш .......Б:БББ-:-:--:-:-:-::-:-::-:2-2---2. 


given to Rev. Bowers in recognition of his work 
as a "parish priest" in the dioceses of Milwaukee, 
Chicago and Springfield. Father Bowers 
accepted the award by reflecting: 


I still think there is a need 
to baptize the children, 
to visit the sick, to bury 
the dead, to cheer 
the downhearted, to 
minister the Sacraments 
and just simply to pray. 
How well 1 fulfill this 
ministry is one thing, but 
the need for that kind of 
ministry is beyond question. 


His words speak to those who are 

still ministering at St. John’s. The church 

has survived windstorms, pandemics, world 
wars, scandals, and heartbreak to name a few 
challenges. It has also shared an untold number 
of happy memories of weddings, baptisms, 
meals, and worship. 


Thelasting story of St John's will ultimately not be 


4 Still Think There 15 A 
Need To Baptize The Children, 
To Visit The Sick, To Bury The 
Dead, To Cheer The Downhearted, 
To Minister The Sacraments 
And Just Simply To Pray.” 


solely based on the previous hundred and sixty- 
six years of history that have been documented 
in these chapters. The future depends 
on current parishioners and how 
well they adapt to the rapidly 
changing world. Changes in 
the Episcopal Church have 
caused lingering divisions 
and remain а significant 
challenge. The local 
community is the smallest 
it has been in a half century. 
The vast cultural and political 
changes across America 
may also deter rebirth. This 
future, unwritten chapter for 
the church may be the most 
challenging. 


Despite the difficulties that face St. John’s, those 
who love the church continue to minister and 
be hopeful for the future. The definitive history 
of St John’s has left impressions etched on the 
minds and hearts of those who have loved 
it throughout its existence. Those memories 
can never be taken away, nor their impact 
understated. 
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Leaving From Bell Tower Main Door, Undated 


City Oasis, 1980s 
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Altar With Colorful Flowers, 2020 


Decorated Altar, 2020 
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Tile Floor Towards Altar, 2020 


Tile Floor Towards Rose Window, 2020 
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Shade High Altar, 2020 


Nave With Clerestory Windows, 2020 
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Stained Glass Window Reflections In Parish Hall, 2020 
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Parish Hall, 2020 
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Sunrise Over Decatur, 2020 
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Church Street, 2020 


Sunny Day At St. John’s, 2020 
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Church Street, 2020 
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St. John’s Church Office, 2020 
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Bell Tower Doors With Snow, 2021 
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Dr. Maria Klott Memorial Piano, 2020 
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MUSICAL LEGACY 
1855-2021 


PRAISE THE LORD. 

PRAISE HIM WITH THE SOUNDING OF THE TRUMPET, 
PRAISE HIM WITH THE HARP AND LYRE, 
PRAISE НІМ WITH TIMBREL AND DANCING, 
PRAISE НІМ WITH THE STRINGS AND PIPE, 
PRAISE HIM WITH THE CLASH OF CYMBALS, 

LET EVERYTHING THAT HAS BREATH PRAISE THE 
LORD. 


-PSALM 150 


piscopalians are drawn together musically 
= The Episcopal Hymnal in the same 
way that The Book of Common 
Prayer draws parishioners together 
in prayer and liturgy. Music іп 
Episcopal churches is diverse, 
but St. John’s has often leaned 
toward “high church,” which 
significantly affects the music 
that is selected for its services. 
Although troubling at times, 


(( 


“Episcopalians Are Drawn 
Together Mus ically By The 
Episcopal Hymnal In The Same 
Way That The Book of Common 


e “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” 

* “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken" 
e “OQ Worship the King" 

e “Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven" 
e "Morning Has Broken" 

* "My Song is Love Unknown" 


Like others, St. John's parish enjoys occasional 
folk, camp, and retreat songs but relies on 
the Hymnal most of the time. Episcopalians 
gravitate to certain types of music, and the 
Hymnal's preface sums it up the best: 


The Hymnal 1982 retains the best of 
the pastandsets forth manyriches 
of our own time. [The Standing 
Commission on Church 
Music] looked for theological 
orthodoxy, poetic beauty, and 
integrity of meaning. At the 
same time, the Commission 


final authority and selection Prayer Draws Parishioners was especially concerned 
over the music used in services Together In Prayer And that the hymnody affirms 
is “the duty of every Minister” Liturgy.” ‘the participation of all in the 


(Canon 24, Section 1), and clergy 
generally take this responsibility 
very seriously. Organ accompaniment 
enhances the rich, majestic songs and service 


liturgy. 


The most recent 1982 Hymnal of The Episcopal 
Church contains 720 hymns and liturgical 
music used weekly, seasonally, and for special 
occasions. The songs range from monastic 
chants to newer music as well. 


Favorites to many of St. John’s parishioners are: 


* "Crown Him With Many Crowns" 

e "Hail Thee Festival Day" 

e "|Am the Bread of Life" 

* "|Wantto Walk as a Child of the Light" 
• “Be Thou My Vision" 

• “My Song is Love Unknown" 

e "Holy, Holy, Holy" 

“ “Тһе God of Abraham Praise" 

* “All Creatures of Our God and King" 
* “Alleluia Sing to Jesus" 

* “All My Hope on God Is Founded" 

• “Be Thou My Vision" 
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Body of Christ the Church, while 
recognizing our diverse natures of 
children of God.’... Texts and music which 
reflect the pluralistic nature of the Church 
have been included, affording the use of 
Native American, Afro-American, Hispanic, 
and Asian material. 


The Catholic nature of the Episcopal mass calls 
for music to express the traditional liturgy fully. 
Even as far back as 1855, service music was one 
of St. John's fundamental needs. The St. John's 
parishioners met in a room in the old Masonic 
Hall. Several other church groups shared this 
same location. Although they were thankful to 
have a place to meet, parishioners found the 
room inconvenient, as it was a schoolroom 
during the week and not conducive to adults, 
kneeling, or music. 


The equipment for the services was inadequate 
for a traditional Episcopalian mass. No organ 
existed, no choir was available, and even prayer 
books were scarce. When chants and hymns 
were sung, someone had to be daring enough 
to start them. This person was appointed the 


Pitcher. This helper announced the name of the 
tune, the number of the hymn, and sounded 
four distinct tones to help the congregation 
keep on pitch. The "Pitcher" was a part of every 
Sunday church life, and the people of St. John's 
were happy to have any music. This awkward 
situation was only genuinely noticeable when 
visitors from the East were present who were 
used to a "higher" musical style and harmony 
with an organ. 


1857 - MELODEON 


By 1857, St John's services 
and attendance had slowly 


(( 


Lowber Burrows was recruited from Philadelphia 
by Jasper J. Peddecord in 1853 to assist with 
his developing banking operation. Burrows 
became a leading parishioner of St. John’s and 
seemed to have had a hand in the acquisition 
of the first three pipe organs. 


ST. JOHN'S ORGANS 


Although many people think the pipe organ 
looks like a large piano, itis much more 
complicated. Organists like to say 

that the majestic pipe organ 

is the largest, loudest and 

most complicated musical 


improved. The Episcopalians “Although Many People Think instrument of all. 2. 
had added a Bible, a Prayer The Pipe Organ Looks Like A ШЫНЫ ыны у шы 
' POE players hands and feet, in 


Book, and a cushion for the 
pulpit. In his yearly log, the 
Bishop also noted that they 
had received Sunday school 
books and $10.00 from New York. 
А melodeon was acquired, and 

the Pitcher was retired. Melodeons were 
anything from glorified accordions that sat on 
one's lap to fragile upright instruments that 
resembled small pianos. They often sounded 
like accordions, but the melodeon was a 
welcome addition. Father Bostwick remarked, 
“Our Melodeon, purchased by a few zealous 
individuals, proves very serviceable...” One of the 
“zealous individuals” was probably Vestryman 
Lowber Burrows. 


Large Piano, It is Much More 
Complicated.” 


Ма. 8. ПМЕ OcTAVE, ҒОНТАНАЕ. "DEEWOOD, Bn. 
Мо. 7, FIVE OCTAVE, PORTABLE, WALNUT, $70. 


Circa 1857 Melodeon, 2020 


which pressurized air (wind) 
produces notes through a 
series of pipes organized in 
scale-like rows, called ranks. The 
air passes through the base or foot 
of a pipe, setting up vibrations in the pipe 

body, which produces the musical tone. 


Conventional pipe organs consist of: 


e MANUALS, or other keyboard controls. The 
draw knobs on either side bring on and off 
particular ranks of pipes, which have names 
such as principal, doppelflute, and mixture 

e PEDAL CLAVIER operated by the feet 

e PIPES to produce the tone 

e А DEVICE TO SUPPLY WIND under pressure 

“А MECHANISM CONNECTED TO THE KEYS FOR 
ADMITTING WIND to the pipes 

e The CONSOLE where the keyboard(s), 
pedalboard, and stops are housed 


A pipe organ's characteristic sound is produced 
as the player builds up the volume and timbre 
by adding to the fundamental tone stops 
of proportionately higher or lower pitch. The 
pitch of any pipe is proportional to its length. 
Pipes may vary from 32 feet long to less than 
1 inch, giving the organ a possible range of 
nine octaves—more extensive than any other 
instrument. 
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The pipe for the upper keyboard called the swell 
is behind shutters. There are two oversized 
pedals above the regular pedals that are played. 
One opens and closes the shutters, making the 
sound louder or softer. The other one is the 
crescendo pedal, which automatically brings 
on more and more stops. The swell shutters are 
usually not visible. 


An instrument of this size 
is stationary, and all the 
components need room and 

consistent maintenance. 


George Jardine (1800-1882) was a well-known 
name in the organ industry. He was a British 
barrel organ maker who immigrated to New 
York in the early 1830s to build barrel organs but 
found more interest in organs with keyboards. 
The company had great success in constructing 
church organs and concert hall organs and 
became quite famous for large organs 

built after the Civil War. When the 

Jardine Company closed its doors 

in 1899, it had built approximately 

1300 organs distributed 

throughout the United States 


“Since 1 Took Charge... and Mexico. As of 2009, fewer 
1861 -JARDINE ORGAN Last August (1861), We Have... than 100 were left. 
| Purchased And Paid For An | | 
In 2020, the pictured 1850 О » Having the Jardine organ was 
Jardine organ was on loan to трап. a vast improvement, but the 


Fourth Presbyterian Church and 

was the oldest playing organ in 

Chicago, Illinois. It was built by George 

Jardine in 1850 and very representative of 
the organ that St. John’s purchased for their 
first wooden church building. The organ could 
be pumped by hand or foot and appears that 
it never had an electric blower. The pictured 
instrument was rebuilt by Trevor Dodd of Battle 
Creek, Michigan, and by the John-Paul Buzard 
Pipe Organ Builders of Champaign, Illinois. 


For St. John’s congregation to think about 
acquiring a pipe organ, they needed to have a 
building. The problem of obtaining a pipe organ 
was remedied іп 1861, after the 1858 construction 
of the Upjohn-styled church building located on 
North Water Street. 


Father William M. Steel proudly reported that 
"since | took charge..last August (1861), we have 
..purchased and paid for an organ.” George Е. 
Wessels was the agent for the purchase of the 
Jardine pipe organ. He was Musical Director 
of the Decatur Musical Union, of which Lowber 
Burrows was also а member. Wessels was 
the first to play St. John’s new organ and its 
successors at the local Methodist, Presbyterian, 
and Baptist churches. This tradition of other 
organists playing neighboring church organs 
continues to this day. 
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parish was growing stronger and 
larger. In the 1870s, the parishioners 


began to think about replacing the original 
Jardine organ. By the 1880s, the women’s’ guilds 
had regular benefit events to help pay for a new 
organ. 


1884 - PILCHER AND SONS PIPE ORGAN 


The congregation longed for an instrument with 
a greater sound. St. John’s small Jardine organ 
was replaced in 1884 by a two-manual and 
pedal pipe organ that contained nine ranks 
of pipes. It was built by Henry Pilcher's Sons of 
Louisville, Kentucky and was constructed at a 
cost of around $1,800. 


Henry Pilcher, also an Englishman like George 
Jardine, moved from the New York area to St. 
Louis in 1852. His sons moved to Chicago in 1863. 
In 1874, part of his family moved to Louisville, 
Kentucky. The different Henry Pilcher & Sons 
logos can date many antique organs. 


The first recitals on the new organ were on 


FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE 


Organ Fund 


—OF— 


St. John's Episcopal Church, 


DECATUR, ILL. 


FIKST—COMEDY, 
"Taint Heart Never Won Fair Lady, 
“The Sleeping Princess.” 


THIRD—VAUDEVILER, 


“The Loan of a Lover.” 


AT THE 
OPERA Bouse 
Thursday eve, February 16, 1882. 


Management of the Ladies of St. John's 
Episcopal Church in Musical Diversion and En- 
tertainment. Soliciting your patronage—thank - 
ing you іп attendan 

Assisted іп Music by Messrs. Goodman, Fos- 
3 Orchestra and Chorus. 


in Character and Costume by Ladies 

and Gentlemen of Decatur. 
"hairs and Pa: sette, 20 ets ; gallery, 
35 сз; “Children 15 сіз. : 8 o'clock р. m. 


Reserved seats in Рычы Circle, 75 сеш», 
| for sale at O. E. Curtis & Co.” 


Fundraiser For St. John’s, 1882 


“NEW ORGAN AT ST. JOHN’S” 


The beautiful church of St. John’s Episcopal society was 
filled last evening to hear and see the new $1800 pipe 
organ, lately placed in position. The entertainment 
was free and the recital was highly appreciated. In the 
audience were many representative citizens, with visitors 
from out of town, among whom were Gov. and Mrs. RJ. 
Oglesby. By way of introduction, Mr. L. Burrows, of the 


vestry, announced that the splendid organ in view of 
the audience was the result of the long-cherished desire 
and the united efforts of the vestry and the ladies of the 
congregation... The new organ is quite an ornament of the 
church, and it seemed to be the verdict of all who heard 
it that no better instrument could have been secured. It 
looks well, sounds well, and will certainly do well for many 

| years. 

| 


The Decatur Daily Republican. December 17, 1884. 
December 14th & 16th, 1884. Organists were Miss 


Hattie Hitchcock, Mr. C. A. Foster, and Mrs. O. E. 
Alexander. 


1884 Pilcher Organ In Christian Church, Elkhart, IL 


Note the Cross Indicating It Was A Church Organ 
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Wooden Upjohn Church Chancel Circa 1886 


Note The Organ Pipes On The Right Side With Screen Covering The Side Of Organ 


QUESTIONS WOULD LATER SURROUND ST. 
JOHN’S ORIGINAL PILCHER ORGAN 


With St. John’s growing attendance, plans were 
soon underway to build the new stone building 
on the corner of Eldorado and Church Streets. 
Unfortunately, the small Pilcher organ had only 
nine ranks of pipes and would not be strong 
enough for the new building. 


It appears that the Pilcher organ may have been 
entrusted to former Governor Oglesby for use 
in his Oglehurst retirement mansion in Elkhart, 
Illinois. A very similar Pilcher tracker organ was 
found and retrieved from Oglehurst, the former 
Illinois Governor's estate home. 


Governor Richard Oglesby came to Elkhart, 
Illinois, in 1890. He married Emma Gillett Keays in 
1873 in Elkhart, and they built a house on land that 
was to become known as the Oglehurst estate. 
A Pilcher organ was located in their second 
house on that estate, built in 1892. The house 
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plans had a place for an organ, but no organ 
was placed during construction. An organ was 
secured later and probably primarily intended 
for use by Richard Oglesby, Jr, the Governor's 
first son by his second wife. He was an organist 
and composer. 


Many questions surround the Pilcher organ that 
was eventually recovered from the residence. 
It seems as if the organ was not explicitly built 
for Oglehurst because it does not appear on 
the Pilcher Opus listings for that period. Also, 
its center facade pipe is stenciled with a cross, 
which would indicate that the organ was 
probably originally installed in a church. The 
nameplate on the organ reads Henry Pilcher's 
Sons, Louisville, Kentucky. Thus, this organ was 
built no earlier than 1884. In 1884, Pilcher installed 
an organ in St. John’s Episcopal Church in 
Decatur, Illinois. Pilcher & Sons likely replaced St. 
John's Jardine organ built before 1869, but no 
documentation has yet been found. 


Governor Oglesby's granddaughter purchased 
the organ when the mansion was being torn 
down and gave it to the Elkhart Christian 
Church as a memorial to her grandfather. The 
mansion's organ was removed from the manor 
at Oglehurst in the summer of 1984. 


Mr. Rodney Degner, a competent organ 
builder and musician from Decatur, Illinois, 
and volunteers from the Christian Church, 
moved it. The instrument was then restored 
and reinstalled in its new location at the Elkhart 
Christian Church. 


The organ itself was restored in Lacy Hall's shop 
by Mr. Degner and was assisted by the Halls. The 
volunteers also built a new alcove in the church 
to house the organ. It was then reassembled in 
the Elkhart Christian Church in November 1984. 
The organ was in surprisingly good condition 
considering its age and apparent lack of service. 


According to several clues inside the organ, it 
was very likely installed shortly after 1892, which 
would match perfectly when St. John's acquired 
another new organ. 


In 1884, the Roosevelt Organ Company installed 
an Opus 146 in Chicago at St. Clement's 
Episcopal Church. It was a 2-manual, 13-stop 
organ. It is named on the Roosevelt Opus lists 
through May 1890 in Chicago, but on the August 
1892 version of the Roosevelt list, the organ is 
then noted as being located at St. John's in 
Decatur, shortly after the new stone church was 
completed. During installation, it appears that 
some of the pipes from the previous Pilcher 
organ were also incorporated at St. John's. 


St. Clements Church disbanded around 1892, 
and it was not unusual for organs to then be 
transplanted within other congregations of 
the same denomination. St. John's new stone 
church required a more powerful organ than 
the Pilcher. The old wooden church, which was 
now attached to the new building was to be 
used as a guildhall, and an organ was no longer 
needed. 


This Roosevelt Opus 146 existed in Decatur 
well into the 20th century until it was rebuilt by 
Reuter Organ Company of Lawrence, Kansas. 
А lingering question among Illinois organ 


historians is why Pilcher pipes were built into a 
Roosevelt organ. 


After much study and research by experts, it 
is generally agreed that the Pilcher organ in 
the Elkhart Christian Church is likely the same 
instrument and came from St. John's, Decatur, 
Illinois. Although the Pilcher organ was not 
strong enough for St. John's new church building 
in 1892, it looks and sounds well after many years 
in its latest home at Elkhart Christian Church. 


THE HISTORY OF THE ROOSEVELT OPUS 146 
ORGAN 


On July 29, 1889, Lowber Burrows wrote to 
Governor Oglesby for a contribution toward 
the new building "for auld lang syne" and to 
"influence others to help." The Governor, whose 
second wife, Emma Gillette Oglesby, was a 
communicant member of St. John's while the 
family was in Decatur, gave $100. 


The opening service in the new church building 
on Easter Sunday of 1892 listed Mrs. A.B. Alexander 
as organist However, in the very complete 
newspaper descriptions of the new church 
building and its furnishings, no description of an 
organis given. The stone church was dedicated 
in April of 1892, and in all newspaper accounts, 
an organ is never mentioned. A quartet and 
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a surpliced choir provided the music for the 
opening ceremonies. However, the architect's 
plans clearly designated a space for an organ. 
The Pilcher organ was not used as it was already 
deemed too small for the new church, and the 
congregation sought a suitable organ. 


Providence may have paved the way for the 
Pilcher to be transplanted and for St. John’s to 
acquire a more suitable organ. The day 

before St. John’s Dedication Service, 

Governor Oglesby was visiting in 
Decatur, and he attended the 
reception for visiting clergy at 
Vestryman Lowber Burrow's 
home. The principal speaker 
for the upcoming service was 
the Rev. Walter H. Moore of 
Calvary Church in Chicago, 
Illinois. He had been rector of St. 
John's at the time the Pilcher was 
purchased and installed. Perhaps 

through those three men а larger 

organ was located and purchased from St. 
Clement's, Chicago, a church that had recently 
been deconsecrated. An arrangement could 
have also been made with Governor Oglesby 
for the Pilcher organ. Governor Oglesby was 
just finishing house plans for his retirement 
home to be called Oglehurst. Those 1891 plans 
showed proper dimensions for a proposed 
organ opening and platform so he may have 
been on the lookout for an appropriate organ 
for his own use. 


St. John’s Church’s Dedication Service was 
held in April of 1892, and it is recorded that St. 
John’s closed a contract for a Roosevelt Opus 
146 organ in July of 1892 to be placed in the 
new church. This organ was purchased from 
St. Clement's, Chicago, Illinois, and had been 
built in 1884 by The Roosevelt Organ Works. St. 
Clement's was a short-lived private parish that 
had sold its building to a mission for the deaf 
and no longer felt a need for an organ. 


Roosevelt Organ Works was an American 
manufacturer of pipe organs. It was founded by 
Hilborne Roosevelt (1849-1886) and his younger 
brother, Frank Roosevelt (1862-1895), in 1872. 
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“The Roosevelt Opus 146 Organ The 
Was Equal To Any In This 
Section Of The State.” 


It operated in New York City, with branches 
in Baltimore and Philadelphia. The Roosevelt 
brothers built a large number of organs in the 
United States, and many are still prized for their 
quality and tone in 2020. They were among the 
first to introduce electricity into organ building 
and were in operation until 1893. 


The new organ was close to the size of the organ 

of the same make in Decaturs First 

Presbyterian Church, but possessed 

more pipes. The cost was about 

$4,000. The stenciling of the 
facade pipes was retained. 


Roosevelt Opus 146 
organ was equal to any 
in this section of the state. 
When the new organ arrived 

at St. John's, Anton Gottfried of 

Erie, Pennsylvania, upgraded it, 

adding two sets of reed pipes, which 

provided even more power. It is unclear 

if the action was altered to electro-pneumatic 
or tubular pneumatic at this time. 


The instrument was built in the organ chamber 
on the north side of St John's church and, when 
in position, appeared as if it were a part of the 
original structure. The Roosevelt organ was first 
used in September 1892 and was complete, 
except for the ornamental pipes which lined 
the west front of the organ. Since these were 
not "speaking pipes", the organ was musically 
complete and sounded wonderful. 


Many attempts were made to get an "automatic 
organ blower" through the years. The organ was 
stil hand-pumped in 1912 when a local paper 
noted that "The fine church organ was handled 
in a masterly manner by Dr. G. G. Woodruff, the 
organist of the church." Although the automatic 
organ blower continued to be a challenge, 
the "old-fashioned" mechanical action soon 
became more of a concern. 


The early 1900s were a particularly good time 
for pipe organs in Decatur. Several churches 
put in pipe organs, and musicians were needed 
to play them. Albert S. Condell and George 


F. Wessels were expert organists. These men 
played the city’s various organs for more than 
thirty years and were well-known for their 
expertise. Organists of that era were responsible 
for at least six numbers each Sunday, which 
consisted of a prelude, an offertory, a postlude, 
choir anthems, and congregation hymns. 


Twenty years later, severd| St. John's 
organizations began discussing the poor 
condition of the pipe organ. The Ladies' Guild 
had been responsible for all repairs of the 
church organ and piano and providing church 
janitor service. These duties were addition 
to their weekly work of sewing for the needy 
and providing items for Social Service and the 
Christmas Store. The women's groups decided 
to provide an automatic organ blower. 


In 1919, the automatic organ blower upgrade 
allowed organ recitals every Sunday afternoon. 
Each recital began at 4 P. M, preceding the 
order for evening prayer, following which the 


recital was continued. The entire concert and 
service were kept to one hour in length. A typical 
recital for Sunday afternoon might include 
selections such as Processional, Prelude in C 
(B. Tours), Intermezzo (G. Bizet), Offertoire (E. 
Batiste), Recessional Adoration (Atherton), and 
Virgin’s Prayer (Massenet). 


Efforts were begun in 1944 to modernize the 
then aging Roosevelt organ, which still had its 
old mechanical connections between the key 
and the pallet, which let wind into the channels 
under the pipes. In the 1940s, over fifty years 
later, the Roosevelt organ's original sound 
had considerably deteriorated as a result of 
old mechanical connections. Тһе services’ 
musicality became an important issue as the 
parish again became concerned about the 
condition of the organ. 


In December 1945, Rev. E. M. Ringland announced 
that the parish was to receive “a new organ 
in a few months or whenever the industry 
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was іп а position to again build organs.” Тһе 
parishioners thought they might purchase a 
new one, but tradition prevailed, and the old 
organ was extensively rebuilt. However, the 
average parishioner may well have believed 
that the organ was new after all the changes, 
repairs, and chancel remodeling. 


№ 1947 - REBUILT ROOSEVELT OPUS 146, KNOWN AS 


THE CRAWFORD ORGAN 


The St. John’s Roosevelt Opus 146 organ 
was “modernized” in 1947. The Reuter Organ 
Company of Lawrence, Kansas, removed much 
of the old Roosevelt organ. The instrument 


| was rebuilt for Reuter by the Freeport Organ 
| Company in Illinois and was reinstalled by К. 


W. Dirksen. New pipes were added, and old 
ones reworked to make the organ sound more 
orchestral. All the pipes were enclosed behind 
shutters which could be opened and closed to 
increase or decrease the volume of sound, and 
the tracker mechanism was replaced by an 
electro- pneumatic one. A large bequest in 1942 
from the estate of Cynthia Etta Foster Crawford 
greatly assisted this project. 


St John's organ changes were merely a sign 
of the times. During the first half of the 20th 
century, American organ builders ignored 


the primary purpose of church organs which 
was to provide music for church services, and 
specifically, to accompany and encourage 
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congregational singing. All over the country, 
builders modernized instruments to imitate 
an orchestra’s sounds, much like one 

might experience in the theater. 


chose a new system (while still an electric one) 
that used many of the same principles of the 
traditional, mechanical organs. 


Another “improvement” was 
Although no one knew at the electro-pneumatic action, 
time, the resulting sound which proved to Бе not 
was not suitable for the “Builders Modernized as durable as the older 


congregation to sing to or 
for exquisite organ music. 


Instruments To Imitate An 
Orchestra's Sounds, Much Like 


mechanical or "tracker" action, 
which had served many 


The mechanical system was А А European organs for hundreds 
| One Might Experience In 

replaced with an electric of years. Builders eventually 

one, producing a louder, more The Theater. returned to mechanical action, 

orchestral sound. Rev. Brooks- and it is now used in many newer 

McDonald 1980s curate reported that organs. 


the pipes were hidden behind plaster 

grillwork because many people thought in 
those days that an organ should be heard and 
not seen. These types of improvements often 
produced muted and obscured sounds. This 
configuration resulted in forced, muffled tones 
and encouraged the leather and electrical 
parts to wear out over the years. Some kind of 
remedy was necessary. Because the cost to 
repair the organ was so high, the congregation 
decided to get back to basics. Church members 


Between the remodeled organ and the new 
Sophia Shade High Altar, the entire sanctuary 
architecture at St. John’s changed forever. 
This organ update permitted the console to 
be moved to the сһапсе!5 south side, across 
from the organ itself. According to the tastes 
of the time, the new pipework was rescaled and 
hidden behind newly constructed ornamental 
plaster grills. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
Cynthia Etta Foster Crawford 


The Crawford Memorial Organ was secured for the parish 
by means of funds left to St. John's under the will of Mrs. 
Crawford as a permanent memorial to this benefactress of the 
parish. 


ynthia Foster was born in Sangamon County, Illinois, 

August 27, 1850, the daughter of Hickman and Louisa Foster. 

She was Baptized into the Kingdom of God in St. John’s 

Chureh, April 26, 1874, and was Confirmed by the Bishop of 
the Diocese on April 26, 1874, 

Cynthia Foster married Dr. Joshua Hibbs Crawford in 

St. John's on June 5, 1880, and lived for some з in Mexieo, 


Missouri. After the death of Dr. Crawford, she returned to 
Deeatur and spent the remainder of her life. 


Mrs. Crawford was the organizer of the local br: 
the Woman’s Auxiliary to the Presiding Bishop, and was 
twenty years the custodian of the United Thank Offering of 
the women of the parish. She was always a delegate to the 
annual Synod of the Church in the diocese of Springfield and 
was a delegate to the General Convention of the Chureh in 
the United States on several occasions, the last being the 
General Convention held in Washington, D. С., when she was 
seventy-six years of age. 


Mrs. Crawford 


за woman of devout piety and of eatho- 
lie interests. She particularly interested in musie and the 
fine arts, and maintained а уе rong interest in the welfare 
and edueation of the Chinese people. Пег life fulfilled in great 
detail the well-balanced, devout, sacrificial way of life which 
should characterize the followers of Christ Jesus. 


Cynthia Foster Crawford entered into Rest Eternal on 
October 1, 1942, and was commended into the hands of God 
from St. John’s Chureh on October 3, 1942. 


+ + 


May the Souls of the Faithful through the Mercy of God 
Rest in Peace. 


PROGRAM 


Toccata per I'Elevazione........... Frescobaldi (1583-1643) 


Composers’ very best efforts went into pieces written for use in 
the liturgy at the most sacred moment of the Elevation of the 
Host. Frescobaldi, first great virtuoso organist, played this at 
Mass in St. Peters Cathedral, probably using the flutey stops 
characteristic of old Italian organs. 


Noel “Old French Carol of the Birds”. .d'Aquin (1694-1772) 


As a child, the precocious d'Aquin amazed King Louis XIV by 
his facility at the barpsichord. "The composer is best known for 
his collection of Noels, which he arranged especially for court 
festivities during tbe Christmas period. 


+ + 


SERVICE OF CONSECRATION AND DEDICATION 


(The congregation will stand throughout) 


V. In the Name of the Father, and of the Son. and of the Holy Ghost 
Amen 
V. Our help is in the Name of the Lord 
R. Who bath made heaven and earth. 
V. Blessed be the Name of the Lord 
R. From this time forth and fore 
V. Lord hear our prayer. 
R. And let our cry come unto thee. 
V. The Lord be with yo 
R. And with thy spirit. 


Let us pray 
The Prayers of Dedication 
The Lesson 


The Prayers of Consecration 


RECITAL OF DEDICATION 
CRAWFORD MEMORIAL 
ORGAN 


ST. JOHN'S CHURCH 


Decatur, Illinois 
by 


RACHEL HAUG 


Organist at St. John's 


CONSECRATION AND DEDICATION 
by 


The Rt. Rev. Richard Tuttle Loring, D. D. 
Bishop of Springfield 


December 7, 1947 4:00 P. M. 


Fugue in E Flat J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 


The "St. Anne Prelude and Fugue”, so-called by the thematic 
similarity to the familiar chorale, first appeared during the Lepizig 
period as the first and last parts of a volume of chorale preludes. 
The Fugue is in three parts which succeed one another with- 
out pause and symbolize the Trinity. The first, God the Father, 
gives a peaceful atmosphere of things majestic and eternal. The 
second, God the Son, represents the humanity of God expressed in 
Christ: the theme is veiled and only at times recognizable, the 
divine in earthly form, In the third part, God the Holy Spirit 
emerges with the impetuous stir of heavenly Pentecostal winds, 


My Heart Is Filled with Longing 


It is believed that Brahms intended his Opus of Eleven Chorale 
Preludes for organ to be a memorial to his friend, Clara Schu- 
mann, who died the same year. Almost all the preludes deal with 
the preparation of the soul for the adventure of death. Of the 
many versions of this chorale, Brabms preferred the old German 
text, “Му heart is filled with longing—to pass away in peace.” 


Chorale in A Minor 


The three chorales for organ wen 
mystic. He is said to possess affinity, through qualities of clear. 
ness, luminosity, and vitality, with the great Italian painters of 
the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, Here struggling humanity, 
in the opening theme, is accepted with its joys and sorrows: then 
in the chorale which follows, it is lifted up to the sublime serenity 
of the divine. The two ideas are wedded, spiritually and music- 
ally, in the triumphant climax which concludes this work. 


ш 


Scherzo from the Fourth $утрһопу.................. Widor 
Сие de Бап... 5.55 Mian bie wd Karg-Elert 


Gargoyles . . Edmundson 


On December 12, 1947, Miss Rachael Haug 
played the dedicatory recital on the Crawford 
Memorial Organ. It was then blessed and 
dedicated by the Bishop of Springfield, the Right 
Reverend Richard Tuttle Loring. 


DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE PILCHER/ 
ROOSEVELT/REUTER/CRAWFORD 


(C 


by reminding the parish that the St. John's pipe 
organ was 100 years old. The parish decided to 
repair the organ and modernize it once again. 
A plan was selected, and the fundraising began 
to cover the initial $47,000 cost. Finally, 
a contract with the Howell company 
was signed on December 5, 1984, 

for a Two Manual and Pedal 


ORGAN " А Pipe Organ revitalization of 
In 1984, Dr. Gary Zwicky, is бе. 

When Father Bowers arrived An Organ Professor At Crawford Pipe Organ. 

in 1960, he was immediately Eastern Illinois University, 

thrown into the middle of a Was Hired As A Consultant H. A. Howell Pipe Organs, Inc. 

major renovation. The nave and To Study The O of Dixon, Illinois, established 

sanctuary were redecorated, de e in 1929, began the renovation 

Situation." 


and the organ was repaired once 
again. 


The organ continued to be a topic of 
conversation. In the 1970s, Father Hensel 
reported that he “[had] a communication from 
the organist at our Cathedral which speaks to 
a concern that had long been discussed in the 
parish, namely bringing the organ to a loft to 
be constructed in the rear, therefore freeing the 
sanctuary space, increasing access to the altar, 
and also making more possible the much- 
discussed chapel for daily services." While that 
plan never came to fruition, the committee did 
continue to look at repairing or buying a new 
organ. 


1987 - REUTER/CRAWFORD REBUILT BY HOWELL 
ORGAN COMPANY, DIXON, ILLINOIS 


Several people, including substitute organist 
through the years, Mr. Dale Elliott, began 
questioning the organ's sound in the 1980s. Mr. 
Elliott went so far as to tell Father Hall that one 
could "play the notes, but not the music." After 
he and Father Hall attended a recital played by 
Dr. Paul Koch at First Lutheran Church, Father 
Hall also felt it was time to update the organ. 


In 1984, Dr. Gary Zwicky, an organ professor 
at Eastern Illinois University, was hired as a 
consultant to study the organ situation. He 
completed extensive research and put together 
d lengthy document explaining how the 
present organ should be updated. He began 


of the organ, and volunteers 
from the congregation assisted in 
the physical details of constructing a 
beautiful wooden case in the chancel for the 
modern addition of exposed pipes. The rebuild, 
made necessary by the deterioration of leather 
parts and wiring, was made possible by several 
bequests and a successful pledge campaign 
fostered by the rector of St. John's, the Rev. John 
L. Hall. 


Howell Pipe Organ Company specialized in 


Rebuilt Organ Chamber Case, 1987 
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rebuilding projects primarily in northern Illinois 
and southern Wisconsin. Their proposal 
preserved as many of the old pipes as possible, 
with all of them being reworked closer to the 
original dimensions and adjusted to sound 

on lower wind pressure. The lower 

wind pressure setting was needed 
because the pipes had been 
closed behind shutters. Some 
potential expenses were saved 


(C 


The completed organ used many of the 
former organ's pipes and the blower in the 
church basement, but it essentially was a 
new instrument nearly twice its predecessor's 
size. Its sound was most precise, without 
being too loud, and allowed a more 
extensive range of easily heard 
"solo" voices. 


Toward the end of Howells' 


through work done by members The Organ Was First Used renovation, а  cymblestern 
of St. John’s. The grills were On Christmas Eve And Was was purchased and installed 
removed, and the chamber was Finally Completed In in honor of Mrs. Valette Barnes’ 
opened to display several new February, 1987." 90th Birthday. Mrs. Barnes 


pipes, surrounded by an oak case 

stained to match the wood in the 
church altar. The church was lucky to 
have several skilled woodworkers in the 
congregation who could construct handsome 
wood cases for the new exposed pipes. 


The rebuilt organ had 26 ranks of pipes, with 
approximately half from the older organ. Some 
of the old pipes were cut differently, and new 
pipes were added. These additions allowed 
the organist to solo out the melody in hymns, 
which effectively encourages the congregation 
to sing. Providing only the melody is nearly 
impossible in organs with more orchestral 
sounds. The organ had been dismantled earlier, 
with parishioners preparing the 12-by-10-by-17- 
foot pipe chamber at appropriate times during 
Howells’ construction. 


“We're trying to produce a subtler sound with 
more control for the organist,” said the Rev. 
James Brooks-McDonald, curate at the church 
іп 1987. А new console, great chests, and swell 
were also purchased. The repair work was 
intended to make the organ’s sound clearer 
and easier to blend. 


The organ was first used on Christmas Eve 
and was finally completed in February, 1987. 
The new pipes’ addition meant that 1455 new 
voices joined the congregation of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in song. Each voice belonged 
to а pipe in the new organ that had been built 
to recapture the traditional sound not heard in 
St. John's for nearly 40 years. 
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had many ties with St. John's. 
Her grandfather was Mr. Jasper 
Peddecord, who owned Decatur 
Furniture Company, which made the 
pews in the 1892 church to architect Starbuck's 
specifications. Іп 1917, she celebrated her 
marriage to Dr. William Barnes Jr. in the church. 
St. John’s was also the place of her parents’ 
wedding in 1895 and her daughter's in 1948. 


The cymblestern is a organ stop consisting of 
a metal or wooden star on which several small 
bells are mounted. When engaged, the star 


SSS 
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New Organ Console, 1987 


rotates, producing a continuous tinkling sound. 
It was common in northern Europe, Germany 
in particular, throughout the 16th, 17th, and 18th 
centuries. Dr. Maria Klott, an organist at St. 
John’s in the 1990s, enjoyed the cymblestern 
and used it quite often. For many years 

after, whenever it was used, many 
parishioners remembered Dr. 

Klott. 


(( 


Ву December of 1986, the organ 


At 4 p.m, Dr. Zwicky, the consultant on the project 
before he became organist and choirmaster 
at St. John’s, played the rededication recital. 
Dr. Zwicky, a Fellow of the American Guild of 
Organists, was Professor of Organ at Eastern 
Illinois University. He planned and played 
a program of considerable variety to 
show off the new sound. Selections 
from the 1884 dedication recital 

were also played. 


rebuild was finally finished. Dr. “The Total Price Neared The program consisted of three 
Gary Zwicky, who had been the $100,000 [For The Organ sections: an international set of 
consultant and historian for the Rebuild]... short pieces from the 17th and 


organ project, had since become 

St. John's organist/director. Until 

the completion of the "new organ," 

the church had been using a piano 

for its musical service at 9:30 AM. Church 
members looked forward to hearing their new 
organ for the first time. 


The total price neared $100,000, but Rev. Brooks- 
McDonald said the result would be worth it. He 
said, "An electronic organ might have cost less 
than half as much, but would not have lasted 
half as long. With the exception of periodic 
tuning and cleaning, the organ may need no 
major work for 50 years [2037] or so.” 


Father Hall arranged the final step with H. A. 
Howell Company to supply St. John's with a new 
wooden reredos that matched the woods of 
the organ and replaced the reredos curtains. 
Mrs. Annie Stoune donated the carved wooden 
panel in memory of her husband, William R. 


The Howell organ was first used on Christmas 
Eve of 1986 and dedicated on March Ist, 1987. 
The organ was consecrated during the 9:30 
a.m. worship service. Curt Schmitt, president of 
the Howell Organ Company, was the organist, 
and Timothy Boles, designer and tonal finisher 
of the organ, accompanied with the flute. The 
choir, conducted by Dr. Gary Zwicky, sang an 
anthem specially composed from Isaiah 40:31 
for this occasion by Dr. Peter Hesterman of the 
Eastern Illinois University music faculty. Following 
the service, Mr. Schmitt gave a demonstration 
of the capabilities of the instrument. 


18th centuries, a retrospective of 

the 1884 dedication recital, and 

American pieces from the early, 

mid-, and late 20th century. Members 

of St. John's choir assisted in the performance 
of variations on Light, an early American tune 
found in The Hymnal 1982. George Nagy of 
Decatur recreated the two violin solos played 
by Professor Bull on the 1884 program, and the 
"nostalgia" section of the recital closed with a 
transcription of Rossini's Overture to William Tell, 


New Reredos, 1987 
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which was particularly favored in the December 
17, 1884 review printed in The Daily Republican. 


It took several years for the new organ to settle 
comfortably into the St. John’s environment. In 
the 1990s, parishioner and organist, Dale Elliott, 
made the following requests to the vestry. He 
was concerned that the poor air circulation and 
quality were hindering the organ’s musicality. 
He felt that a fan was needed behind the organ 
pipes to increase air circulation, and also, a hole 
needed to be cut in the door behind the organ. 
Most concerning, he noted that the blower 
motor sat on a cement base surrounded by 
dirt in the church sub-basement. He requested 
that the motor be raised and covered with 
some type of air filtering system. 


Father Holt and Organist Dr. Maria Klott spent 
much time and effort trying to explain their 
organ concerns to the H. A. Howell Company and 
have the problems resolved with little success. 
Finally, the organ’s problems were determined 
to be the result of poor air circulation, much 
as Mr. Elliott had surmised earlier. Eventually, 
those concerns were addressed and repaired. 
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It had been so distressing that Father Holt 
had wondered if another company should be 
contacted for future tuning and repairs. 


In 2016, Dr. Grigory Fredrick Guzasky, or Dr. Fred, 
was hired. He was one of the most accomplished 
organist/choir directors St. John’s had ever had. 
He was an organist, composer, and teacher, 
whose musical venues extended from a number 
of church music director positions in Boston to 
Director of Music and Liturgy at the Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception in Springfield, 
Illinois, which had brought him to the Midwest. 
Dr. Guzasky immediately bonded with the 
people at St. John’s and enjoyed working with 
the choir members. He served as Interim Music 
Director from mid-summer 2016 until December 
before accepting his permanent role. 


Dr. Guzasky had taught and was an affiliated 
artist at MIT in Boston and a professor at 
Bridgewater State University. His private 
teaching studio began as an affiliate school of 
the Boston Conservatory. After the Conservatory 
abandoned its satellite program, he formed 
his teaching collaborative - Conservatory 


at 


ТШ 


Teaching in Your Community, or, The Music 
Academy. 


As а recitalist, he had toured and performed 
in New England and the Midwest, and Russia, 
Latvia, and England. He was widely known for 
his masterful organ performances. Some of his 
specialties included Gregorian chant, Russian 
Orthodox choral music, and the organ works 
of Josef Gabriel Rheinberger. He had received 
the Boston University Outstanding Performance 
Award. 


As a composer, he had to his credit several 
Masses, numerous choral anthems, including 
a series based on Russian Orthodox texts, and 
several instrumental works. 


He had recorded several compact discs and 
had written books about Gregorian chant, 
organ technique, and performance. He had 
even penned a mystery novel, as well as his 
children's book, Sasha and the Russian Family. 
Dr. Guzasky was also director of the Slava 
Russian Chorale. 


Additionally, Dr. Guzasky had worked for several 
organ builders, where he specialized in tuning 


and woodworking. He lived in Springfield and 
maintained a teaching studio on the city's 
west side, where he taught piano, organ, voice, 
and cello. Beyond music, he enjoyed writing, 
swimming, and scuba diving, and composing. 


A 
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Musicians At St. John’s 
1855-1944 


Wonderful music has always helped St. John’s celebrate the liturgy, dating back to the founding 
of the church when a “pitcher” was needed to be able to sing together at services. Below is a list 
of many documented fine musicians who have served at St. John’s. To them, the parish owes 
great thanks for the giving of their gifts of talents and time. 


In addition, the parish remembers and appreciates those community members and parishio- 
ners who have stepped forward to share their musical gifts, from singing to playing the piano to 
playing instruments. 


Miss Hattie Hitchcock, Mr. С. A. Foster, Mrs. О.Е. Alexander, Organists 
Mrs. O. E. Alexander, Organist 
894 | Frederick Church, Organist 
899 | Mr. Walter B. Shade, Organist, Miss Daverill, Pianist 


Mr. Walter B. Shade, organist; Mr. H.L. Oldham, Choirmaster 
Mr. H.L. Oldham Choirmaster Miss Grace L. Johnson, Organist 
Professor Meek, Choirmaster Miss Grace L. Johnson, Organist 
Dr. G. G. Woodruff, organist; Mr. Edward Meek, Choirmaster 


Ms. Gretna Westervelt, Organist, Professor William Erhart Snyder 


оо | 
1905 | 
ов | 
LN 
тз | 
тә | 
[921 _ 


7 |Mrs. J.M. Dickey, Organist 
Miss Gertrude Brubeck, Organist; Mrs. C. W. Armstrong, Choirmaster 


Wilna Moffett, Organist, Mrs. C. W. Armstrong, Director 


1925 _|mr. Atkinson, Choirmaster S 
1928 | mrs. Charles W. Armstrong, Choir Director; Mr. James Bergen, Assistant (| 
1931 | Professor Frederick с. Butterfield, Сота 
ор ель Орай о 


Mrs. C.W. Armstrong, Choirmaster; Miss Juliet Dowdy, Organist 
1937 | Miss Virginia Bolin, Choirmaster; Мг. G.R. Henderson, Organist 


1938 | Mrs Byron Merris, Director of Music; Miss Rachel Haug, Organist 


Mrs. Byron Merris, Director of Music; Miss Janet Dickey, Organist 


1942 | Mr. Bluford Richardson, Choirmaster; Mr. Rufus Williams, Organist 


1943 | Mr. Bluford Richardson, Choirmaster; Miss Rachel Haug, Organist 


1944 | Miss Rachel Haug, Organist/Choirs; Father Ringland 
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Musicians At St. John’s 
1945-2021 
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Mrs Магу Jane (Farley) Jones, Organist/Choirmaster, Dr. Jere C. Mickel, Choirmaster; 
Miss Virginia Huseman, Organist 100th Celebration Festivities 


1957 | Miss Kay Beth Jibbens, Organist & Choirmaster; Mr. Ron Hoffman, Darrell Latch, Sheila 
Wetherstone, Choir Directors 
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1970 
1974 
1980 


1986 | Dr. Gary Zwicky, Organist & Choirmaster, Substitute - Mrs. Susie Zwicky 


1989 | Mr. Jim Collins, Organist & Choirmaster 


Dr. Maria Klott, Organist & Choirmaster 
Mrs. Roberta Monson, Organist & Choirmaster 


M. Janice Mitchell, Organist & Choirmaster 
Robert Dial, Organist & Choirmaster 


2007 | Joshua Hearn, Organist & Choirmaster 
2010 | Robert Dial, Organist & Choirmaster 


Peter Miller, Organist; Music, Louise Kidd 


Mr. Paul Koch, Organist & Choirmaster 


Holly Farrow, Organist, Choir Director, David Farrow, Trumpeter 
Dr. Grigory Fredrick Guzasky, Organist & Choirmaster 
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St. John’s Steeple On A Cloudy Day, 2020 


Clergy at St. John’s 
1855-1944 


St. John’s Rectors have provided invaluable service to the parish since 1855. 
All known information is listed below. Some records are incomplete or inconsistent. 


Rev. Stephen R. Child Rev. John Tilley, Jr. 
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Rev. Clarence Croft Leman 
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Rev. William Lewis Bostwick 


Rev. Edward Purdon Wright 


Я Rev. William Moore Steel 
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Rev. Douglas Cairnes Peabody 


Rev. Conrad Rudolph Birnbach 
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x 4- Rev. Nathaniel Bernard 
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5; Rev. Samuel Decatur Pulford б Rt. Rev. Edward Osborne 
: Rev. Philip McKim © | Rev. George Peabody Hoster 
1872- M ENS А А 
1875 Rev. William Willis DeWolf Rev. Willard Daniel Stires 
Rev. Henri Bigelow 
Rev. Stephen Henry Granberry Beach LeFerre 
Rev. Walter Howard Moore $ 
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а Rev. David Clark Beatty 
Rev. Ray Milton Wilcox 
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Rev. Aaron Kinney Hall 
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: Rev. William Wesley Daup 
- Rev. William Reuben 
Francis Thomas 


Rev. George Aloysius Wilkins 
Rev. Frank Newell Atkin 
1897- Rev. William John Wycliffe 
1898 Bedford- Jones 
= 1945- * 
Rev. Henry Watson Ruffner 1947 Rev. John Samuel Neal 


* Curate 
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188 Rev. Montgomery 6- 
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Rev. Edmund Myers Ringland 
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Clergy at St. John’s 
1944-2021 


m *Rev. John Edgar Gill 1. Rev. John Liston Hall 

1948- | , 1983- | , | . 

1950 Rev. Wayne Leonard Johnson 1984 Rev. Frederick Dennis Dougherty 
E Rev. Francis Campbell Gray poem *Rev. James R. Brooks - McDonald 
1954- * қ 1989- 4 р 

1957 Rev. Myron Dalbert Herrick 1990 Rev. Robert Henri Hutchinson 
1958- Р -— і 1990- 

1960 Rev. William Leslie Toland 1999 Rev. Edward James Holt 
1960 = 
-1974 Rev. Darwin Benjamin Bowers pers Rev. Eugene Allen Stormer 

1962 " 

-1964 *Rev. Donald Lee Bell 52. Rev. Donald Ralph Brown 
Wace *Rev. Wayne Sanford Shipley 2004- *Rev. Donald Edgar Coventry 
1967- x 1 2006- 

1970 Rev. John Carl Klawiter 2007 Rev. Dr. Frank W. Hughes 
1971- » 2008- . 

1974 Rev. Robert Dale Harmon 201 Rev. Charles J. Reischman 
ae Rev. Charles Howard Hensel A Rev. Richard Arthur Swan 
1975- è 2018- à à ios 

1978 Rev. George Porter Ш ania Rev. Marie Christine Gregory 
aor *Rev. George Loring Evans 209- Rev. Eugene Allen Stormer 


Priests are passionate about spreading the Word of God and enjoy helping people. Sermons on 
Sundays are only a fraction of their responsibilities. Priests meet with parishioners to offer comfort, 
encouragement, and direction. They participate in meetings with other members of the clergy. 
They monitor the church’s grounds, buildings, and fiscal records. They are the parish’s represen- 
tative to the community. 


Like all Episcopal priests, St. John’s priests have been well-educated. They represent the best of 
the best. The first step to becoming an Episcopal priest is to earn a bachelor’s degree in any field 
of study and then attend seminary school. Many of St. John’s priests have had advanced de- 
grees, including master’s and doctorates. St. John’s congregation is thankful for their efforts. 
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God's Acre At Greenwood Cemetery 
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God's Acre At Greenwood Cemetery 


Lot# 115 


Alice (1879yWalter (1880) Moore 


Julia Moore - 1932 
George S. Moore - 1942 


Richard A. Wilson - 1921 


Katherine Sweet - 1899 


Joe Giddle - 1900 


Logan Curtis - 1906 


Mary Pierson- 1907 


Stephen Bangert - 1967 
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Marion S. Causey - 1970 


Limerick Infant - 1949 


John Rinehart - 1956 


Charles Brown - 1957 


Francis E. Jester - 1907 


Susan Kramer - 2018 
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The Bishops of The Diocese of Springfield 


Memories Of Bishops 
A Kind, Loving Christian -- Mr. Elmer Wheal 


When St. John’s celebrated the 100th anniversary of {Пе church dedication in 1992, Bishop 
Peter H. Beckwith conducted the service. The Herald and Review recorded one parishioner’s 
thoughts, 


"This will be my 10th bishop,” says Elmer Wheal, 98, a lifelong Episcopalian in the Springfield 
Diocese, a long-time choir member and the oldest person at St. John’s. “I started out with Rev. 
Seymour.” The Rt. Rev. George Е. Seymour had been the officiant for the church's dedication 
service 100 years prior in 1892. 


In 1999, Мг. Wheal was the oldest member of St. John's congregation, having celebrated his 
105th birthday in January. He and his family had been very faithful since his family moved 
to Decatur in 1913. He had known every Bishop of the Diocese of Springfield, from Bishop 
Seymour to Bishop Beckwith. In his youth, he had been a St. John’s acolyte, a crucifer, and 

а soloist in the choir. An apprentice with the Wabash Railroad, Mr. Wheal worked there as a 
machinist until his retirement, as did others іп his family. Bishop Beckwith had presented Mr. 
Wheal with а diocesan рт for his 100th birthday, and Пе was buried wearing it. 


Elmer Wheal was the last tie to the early 1900s church. Through the years, generation after 
generation knew him as a kind, loving Christian. He reflected on his 100th birthday, “When I do 
check out, тп coming back as a priest. There's too much hate, too many killings. l'm coming 
back to teach people to love one another.” 
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Index 


Rectors At St. John's 


Atcheson, Rev. Nathaniel Bernard 115-119 

Atkin, Rev. Frank Newell 94-98, 242-243 

Beatty, Rev. David Clark 172, 174, 176-179, 181, 184 

Bedford- Jones, Rev. William John Wycliffe 47, 
49, 98-102 

Bell, Rev. Donald Lee 367-368 

Birnbach, Rev. Conrad Rudolph 13, 115 

Bostwick, Rev. William Lewis 12-13, 15-16, 18-19, 
733 

Bowers, Rev. Darwin Benjamin 366-368, 373- 
375, 377, 380-384, 391, 399, 405, 407-410, 412, 
426, 485, 699, 711-712, 743 

Brooks-McDonald, Rev. James R. 487, 490, 493, 
570, 741, 744-745 

Brown, Rev. Donald R. 610, 612-613, 622, 626, 
629-630, 632-633, 709-710 

Child, Rev. Stephen R. 9, 1-12, 83-84 

Coventry, Rev. Donald 525, 595, 605, 613, 630, 
632-633, 652, 660, 662, 672, 696-697, 700-701, 
708, 710 

Daup, Rev. William Wesley 234-236, 240-241, 
246, 248-250, 255 

DeWolf, Rev. William Willis 32-33, 35 

Dougherty, Rev. Fred 484-487 

Evans, Rev. George Loring 123, 437-439, 459, 
516 

Gill, Rev. Jonn Edgar 285-286 

Goodwin, Rev. Montgomery Moore 52-55, 57, 
60, 62, 65, 76, 78-79, 84, 86, 94, 473, 524 

Granberry, Rev. Stephen Henry 34-35 

Gray, Rev. Francis Campbell Sr. 314-318, 321- 
325, 329, 334, 340, 346-353 

Gregory, Rev. Christine 690, 693, 695-698 

Hall, Rev. Aaron Kinney 38-39, 41, 116 

Hall, Rev. John Liston 439, 450-451 453-454, 
457-459, 462-465, 469-471, 473-474, 482-487, 
491-495, 518, 633, 647, 711, 743, 745 

Harmon, Rev. Robert Dale 367, 399, 405, 407, 
426, 459 

Hensel, Rev. Charles Howard 424-428, 432- 
434, 436-437, 439-442, 743 

Herrick, Rev. Myron Dalbert 322,698 

Holt, Rev. Edward James 518-522, 525-527, 530, 
534, 536, 559-560, 564-568, 570-573, 598- 
600, 604-605, 610, 612-613, 697, 708, 746 

Hoster, Rev. George Peabody 120-124, 127, 169, 
193, 197 

Hughes, Rev. Dr. Frank W. 646-652, 661 


Hutchison, Rev. Robert Henri Jr. 494-495 

Johnson, Rev. Wayne Leonard 281,283 

Klawiter, Rev. John Carl 367, 369-370 

LeFerre, Rev. Henri Bigelow Beach 171-172 

Leman, Rev. Clarence Croft M 

Macdonell, Rev. Stanley Allen 188-190, 193- 
194, 196-197 

McKim, Rev. Philip 30-32 

Moore, Rev. Walter Howard 33, 35-36, 46, 
65, 73, 80, 84, 117 

Neal, Rev. John Samuel 274,281 

Peabody, Rev. Douglass Cairnes 111-113, 120, 
197 

Porter, Rev. George 1 425-426, 434, 437 

Pulford, Rev. Samuel Decatur 27, 30, 44 

Reischman, Rev. Charles J. 660, 662-663, 
665-667, 670 

Ringland, Rev. Edmund Myers 259, 264- 
266, 268, 273-274, 276-279, 281, 285-288, 
290, 294, 296, 298-299, 312, 320, 325, 352, 
740, 749-750 

Ruffner, Rev. Henry Watson 101-106, 117, 131- 
132 

Shipley, Rev. Wayne Sanford 367-369 

Steel, Rev. William Moore 20-21, 163 

Stires, Rev. Willard Daniel 162, 164-169, 172 

Stormer, Rev. Eugene Allen 3, 572, 598-600, 
603, 605-608, 610, 627, 708-711 

Swan, Rev. Richard A. 522, 672, 674-688, 
691-692, 695-697, 702-704, 708 

Thomas, Rev. William Reuben 194, 250-251, 
254, 256-257, 260, 704 

Tilley, Rev. John 102-104, 109 

Toland, Rev. William Leslie 340, 346, 348, 
367, 694 

Totten, Rev. Silas 24, 26-27 

Townsend, Rev. Smith DeLancey 47 

Wilcox, Rev. Raymond Milton 181, 183-184, 
186, 525 

Wilkins, Rev. George Aloysius 94 

Wright, Rev. Edward Purdon 19, 125 


People 


Ahlenius, Charles 434, 463 

Aikman, Mrs. 32 

Akins, Aaron Andrew 567-568, 573, 694 
Akins, Addyston 685-686, 704 

Akins, Aidan 693-694 

Akins, Alexavier 652,693 
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Akins, Anderson 665 

Akins, August 693-694 

Akins, Cassie 693 

Akins, Dewey 693 

Akins, Janice 573, 686, 692-693 

Albers, George A. 385 

Albert, Connie 469 

Alexander, Arthur B. 40, 73, 80 

Alexander (Hadden), Stella Belle 40 

Alexander, Mrs. A.B. 73, 80 

Alexander, О.Е. 37, 735, 749 

Allen, Anne Beiser 24, 27 

Allen, James 241 

Allen, Mrs. James 241 

Anderson, Mrs. William 46 

Anderson, Rev. Charles P. 122 

Anderson, William 46 

Armour, George 76 

Armstrong, Charles W. 243, 749 

Armstrong, Mrs. Charles W. 192, 749 

Atcheson (Atherton), Gertrude 115, 117 

Atkinson, Maurice 185, 749 

Axtell, Joseph E. 174 

Axtell (Protheroe), Helen 174 

Bacon, Captain George Robert 60-61, 172 

Bacon, Eugenie 60-61, 172-173 

Bacon, George Richard 60-61 

Bacon, Nigel 632, 646, 650-651 

Baker, Rev. William 166 

Ballington, Kate 599 

Ball, Jonn 663, 667 

Bangert, Hodi 271, 337, 377 

Bangert, Robert 337,377 

Bangert, Stephen 298, 346, 377 

Banner, Francis 315 

Banner, Margaret 315, 371,484 

Banner, Rev. Daniel Lee 315, 318 

Barber, Mayor Harry E. 236 

Barnes (LeForgee), Valette 239, 371, 424, 
487, 490, 524, 744 

Barnes, Mrs. William Barnes Jr. 104, 179, 183, 
185,196 

Barnes, Virginia 484 

Barnes, William 104, 179, 183, 185, 196, 323, 
325, 490, 524, 744 

Barrett, Rev. Ellen 441 

Bashforth (Race), Нога 86, 473 

Batman, Nancy Jo 469 

Beall, William 325 

Beatty (Owen), Emmeline 174, 181 

Beatty, Vernon 174 

Bedford-Jones, Harry 99 

Bedford-Jones, Thomas 98 

Beecher, Henry Ward 29 
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Bell, Dr. Iddings 265-266 

Bell, Maria 95 

Bergen, James 184-185, 749 
Bering, Edward 14 

Bering, J. E. 243 

Bering, Unity Clementina 17 
Bielhen, Henry С. 474 

Bielhin, Mary Ann 474 

Birks, Jenna 347 

Bishop, Е.Р. 99, 123, 126, 132, 178, 281 
Bishop, H. 36 

Bishop, Horstick, William W. 369 
Bishop, Jennie 169 

Black, Gene 520 

Blades, Harrison 325 
Bloomquist, Harry 185 

Blume, Grace 36 

Boblett, Margie 83 

Bobo, В.Е. 47,132 

Boles, Timothy 745 

Bonney, Mary Jane 329 
Borders, Joseph 655 

Borders, Ramona 583, 650 
Bosch, Anne 470 

Bosch, Robert 458 

Bostwick (Smith), Susan Maria 15 
Bostwick, William Warner 15 
Bowers, Marjorie 366, 407, 485, 699 
Bowers, Rebecca Lee 366 
Bowers, Sara Ann 366 
Bowman, Rev. F. H. O. 297 
Boyd, Betty 669 

Boyd, Louis 73,80 

Boyd, William M. 53, 85-86 
Brenner, Floyd 185 

Briggs, Dr. Charles E. 103 

Bright, Geo. W. 243 

Brooks, Steve 650 

Brown, Annie 46 

Brown, Clara 46 

Brownell, Bishop Thomas 24 
Brown (Hull), Gerry 610, 612, 627, 632 
Brown, May 46 

Brubeck, Gertrude 749 

Budde, Barbara 375, 484 
Bullard, J.B. 243 

Bull, Olof 39-40 

Bull, Rev. Robert H. Il 438 
Bumstead, Dr. 36 

Bundy, Becky 646, 670 

Bunn, Eva 36 

Burgoon, Charles 83 

Burrel, Rev. 82, 84 

Burrows, Bering 17, 39-40, 54, 186, 749 


Burrows (Bering), Mary Lavinia 13,17, 60, 72, 85, 
95, 102, 114, 123 

Burrows, James Bering 17, 54, 186, 749 
Burrows, Lowber 9, 13, 15, 17, 20-21, 27-30, 36- 37, 
55, 60, 62, 72, 84-85, 95-96, 102, 114, 123-124, 
186, 243, 256, 24, 733-734, 737 
Burrows (Lowber), Maria 17 

Burrows, Lucien L. 17 

Burrows, Maude 40, 45, 186, 188, 256-257 
Bury, Mrs. Phil 47 

Bury, Phil 47 

Busher, га 179, 236-237, 241 

Bushey, Mike 470 

Bushey, Sara 470 

Butterfield, Frederic 749 

Cabaniss, Rev. 107 

Cain, Rev. John Henry 464, 469 
Carpel, Leslie 470 

Carson, James C. 750 

Carter, Julie 690,692 

Catto, William 100 

Causey, Arline 594, 660 

Causey, Bob 346, 373, 428, 565 
Chadwick, Dr. Stephen Joseph 657 
Chadwick, Melinda 606, 629, 657, 688 
Chamberlain, Jackie 586 
Chambers, Gertrude 180 

Chambers, W. B. 55, 243 

Chapin, Frank 241 

Chapin, Mrs. Frank 241 

Chase, Bishop Philander 11-12, 24, 30, 376 
Chastain, Homer L. 388, 391 

Child, Daniel Т 

Child, Mary Belcher ТІ 

Chilson, R.W. 54, 109-110, 113 

Church (Atkin), Anna Beatric 96 
Church, Frederick 96,749 

Clark, Mame 46 

Clendenin, Rev. Frank M. 104 
Clokey, J. M. 243 

Clouse, C. C. 266 

Colby (Shade), Harriet Ellen 274, 336 
Cole, Aurelia 693 

Cole, Emily 686,693 

Cole, Hailey 693 

Cole, Jackson 693 

Colladay, Carl 83 

Collins, Jim 750 

Condell, АІрегі 5. 738 

Constant, Mrs. 83 

Cooling, Alice 474,477 

Cooling, Arthur 474 

Cooling, Ettie 484 

Cooling, Vince 530, 534, 629, 646, 670 


Corneau, Chas. 36 

Cornell, George 325 

Counsell, Alvin B. 266, 286, 325 

Counsell, Linnea 286,371 

Coventry (Moyer), Delores (Dee) 701 

Crawford (Foster), Cynthia Etta 241, 252-253, 
256, 258, 275, 277, 740 

Cunningham, Rev. О. М. 80, 84 

Curlin (Kramer), Betsy 470 

Currie, Lynn 688 

Currie, Susan 684 

Curtis, Frank 76,185, 188, 241, 524 

Curtis, George S. 108 

Curtis, Jerusha 10 

Curtis, Logan 108-11, 13 

Curtis (Tuttle), Alice 76, 185, 188, 241, 524 
Dahlin, Rev. Robert 486 

Daniel, Mrs. W. W. 17 

Daup (Howard), Ada 17, 234-237, 239-241, 246, 
249-25] 

Daup, John 234 

Davenport, Bishop 115 

Daverill, Miss 102, 749 

Davis, Dona 592 

Davis, Judge David 28 

Davis, бага 464-465, 530, 692, 698 
Dawson, Arthur 109, 113 

Degner, Rodney 736 

DeLio, Laurie 632 

Demetriadis, Thomas 194 

Denton, Charlie 39, 46 

Denton, Mrs. 46 

DeWitt, 1. V. 288 

DeWolf, Rev. Erastus, Jr. 32 

Dial, Robert G. 648, 651, 670, 677, 750 
Dickey, Mrs. Janet М. 749 

Dinges, Birdie 83 

Dinges, J.B. 36,48 

Dirksen, К. W. 277,740 

Divoll, Levi ТІ 

Dodson, Charlie 691 

Dodson, Chris 691 

Dodson, Sarah 691 

Doubleday, Frances 385 
Dougherty, Albert 185 
Dougherty, W. F. 178 

Downing, Charlie 83 

Downing, Eva 83 

Dresser, Rev. 84 

Duerson, Mrs. Leo L. 236 

Duerson, Rev. Leo L. 234, 236, 249-250 
Duncan, James T. 173 

Dunlop, Rev. G. C. 163 

Dunn, John 441 
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Duprey, Jamie 647 

Duprey, Jeremy 646-648, 650 
Durfee, В. К. 42,55 

Durfee, Edith 170, 179 

Dvorak, Mr. 434 

Earp, Karen 649, 651 

Eaton, Helen С. 474, 477 

Eddy, Rev. A.L. 236 
Eickenberry, Betty Joyce 749 
Elliott, Dale 484, 594, 743, 746 
Elliott, Marny 484, 487, 496-500 
Ellison, Judy 424, 484, 520-521, 667, 688, 708, 
710 

Ellison, Robert 454, 530, 565, 628, 635, 682, 697 
Ellison, Scott 470 

Emmons, Paul 750 

Eno, Eddie 83 

Evans, Frank L. 123 

Evans, John W. 437 

Evans (Loring), Lucile L. 437 
Evans, Mrs. Frank L. 123 

Ewing, Judge Whig 243 
Ewing, Myra Belle 40 

Eyman, Clara 73, 80 

Farmer, Mattie 351 

Farrow, David 680, 682, 690, 750 
Farrow, Holly 680, 690, 692, 750 
Ferguson, Helen 613, 622, 669 
Ferriss, Edith 36 

Ferriss, L.L. 36 

Firestone, Harvey, Jr. 179-180, 374, 524 
Firestone (Parke), Elizabeth 179-180, 524 
Fisher, Jim 458 

Fitzgerald, Lois 255 

Flaxman, Ethel 441 

Ford, Clara 180 

Ford, Edsel 180, 524 

Ford, Henry, Sr. 180 

Ford, Mrs. Edsel 180, 524 

Ford, Mrs. Henry, Sr. 180 

Foster, С. A. 37, 735, 749 
Fowler, Ann 273 

French, Jack 107 

French, Mrs. Jack 107 

Fridley, Mary 47 

Frost, Rev. Albert 285 

Fuller, Cyril 9, 36, 83-84 

Fuller, Maria 9, 83 

Fulton, Rev. J. М.С. 60, 84 
Gabriel, Josef 691,747 
Gahagan, Herbert B. 177 
Gahwiler, Bernice 434 
Gahwiler, Jamie 396 
Gallagher, Judge 28 
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Galley, H. W. 266 

Gastman, Enoch A. 195, 243 

Gearish, Charles 179 

Geisler, Asher 441 

Gelger, Eldon 185 

Gille, С. A. 178-179, 197 

Gille, Mrs. C. A. 179 

Gill, Rev. John Edgar 286 

Givens, Bob 346 

Givens, Charles Jr. 294 

Glan, Maxine 385 

Goodell, Mark 470 

Goodwin, Магу С. 86, 473 

Gordy, рапа 424, 451 

Gordy, Jack 391, 401, 451, 459, 520, 524, 527, 622 
Gordy, Lester 451 

Gorin, Gussie Judith 346-347 

Gorin, Orville В. 243, 347 

Gottfried, Anton 76, 277, 738 

Grady, Mrs. W. J. 241 

Gray, Bishop Campbell 314, 316, 349-351 
Gray, Bishop Francis Campbell Gray, Jr. 316, 
349-352 

Gray, Bishop William Crane 316, 349-350 
Gray (Greenwell), Jane 316, 351 
Greanias, Gus 185 

Green, Laura 469 

Greenlease, Robert C. 438 

Green, Mary Beth 469-470 

Green, Rev. Eugene 469 

Greenwell, Jane 351 

Gregg, Rev. F.M. 32 

Gregory, Deondre 697 

Gregory, Donald 697 

Gregory, Tom 695, 697 

Griffith, Rev. George Taylor 48, ПЗ 
Grimes, Edward 463 

Griswold, A. P. 32 

Grohne, Bob 469 

Gucker, Doug 595, 622, 647 

Gucker, Jane 469, 622,647 

Guzasky, Dr. Fred 690-692, 708, 746-747, 750 
Haag, Phebe 46 

Haigh, Charles 83 

Haines, Edwin 48 

Halbert, Alexander S. 9 

Hale, Rev. Charles Б. 80, 82, 84, 94, 524 
Hall, Carl Austin 438 

Hall, Kay 450, 464, 494 

Hall, Sarah Jane 450 

Hankinson, Rev. Ben 684, 686, 696 
Hanks, Johnny 29 

Hansen, Carl 185 

Hansen, Rev. Alan 646 


Hansen, William 440, 459 
Hanson, Carl 179, 346 
Hanson, John 346, 373 
Harrington, Е.В. 266 

Harris, Col. 32 

Harris, Eugenia 107 

Harris, Mrs. W. H. 32 
Harrison, W. P. 28] 

Hartley, Arthur 48 

Hatch, Florence 48, 258 
Hatfield, Wayne 287 
Hawley, Ken 590, 627 
Hawley, Matt 565 

Hay, Jane 170 

Haynes, Christy 49] 

Haynes, Rev. Connor 491 
Heady, Bonnie Brown 438 
Hearn, Joshua 652,750 
Hecker, Rev. Isaac 115 
Hedrick, Gale 658 

Hedrick, Lois 658 

Heiby, Carl 48 

Heil, Henry 179 

Henry, Rev. John Reeves 591, 649, 696 
Henry, Sandy 648 

Hensel, Sarah 424, 442 
Herman, Captain General Martin 243 
Hesterman, Dr. Peter 745 
Hillock, Sophia 188 

Hinton, Florence Аппе 176, 25] 
Hitchcock, Ted 281 

Hoblit, James 107 

Hoffman, Ronald 279,750 
Hofmann, Heinrich 92 

Holt, Jim 518-519 
Holt-Monson, Linda 518-519, 567, 570, 593, 612 
Holt, Richard 518-519 

Hott, Donald 185 

Hott, Fred 126 

Housum, Hugh 123 

Hovey, C. L. 243 

Howells, Mrs. E. J. 185 
Howes, Herbert 48, 83 
Howes, Leslie 83 

Hoy, Charles 48, 73, 80 
Hunter, Pat 632-633 
Huseman, Virginia 750 
Hwang, Kyung Sook 450, 470 
Irwin, Clara 40 

Jackson, Amy 470 

Jackson, Brandon 44 
Jackson, Kate 469-470, 484 
Jackson, Mary 464, 469-470, 482, 484 
Jacobs, Lou 464 


James, Bob 346 

Jaques, Florence Page 246 

Jaques, Francis Lee 246 

Jardine, George 37, 734-736 

Jibbens, Mary Beth 750 

Johnson, Carl 635 

Johnson, Karen 484, 565, 689 

Jones, Captain 31 

Jones, Dr. James 338, 693 

Jones (Farley), Mary Jane 337-338, 340, 693, 
750 

Jones, Harry 236 

Judson, Rose 40 

Juneau, Leslie 667 

Kaley, Rev. Jack 439 
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1880 United States Federal Census- S.D. Pulford. 


(1880). Ancestry. 

1880 United States Federal Census—Stephen 
Granberry. (1880). Ancestry. 

1880 United States Federal Census—Walter H. 
Moore. (1880). Ancestry. 

1880 United States Federal Census- Willard 
Stires. (1880). Ancestry. 

1880 United States Federal Census—William L. 
Bostwick. (1880). Ancestry. 

1880 United States Federal Census—William 
Steele. (1880). Ancestry. 

1891 England Census—John 5 Neal. (1891). 
Ancestry. 

1891 Stone work of building is complete. (1891, 
April 18). Herald and Review, 3. 

1896 George Dunston Choirmaster. (1946, 
October 8). The Decatur Daily Review, 6. 

1900 United States Federal Census—A. Kinney 
Hall. (1900). Ancestry. 

1900 United States Federal Census—C. C. 
Leman. (1900). Ancestry. 

1900 United States Federal Census—Conrad R. 
Birnbach. (1900). Ancestry. 

1900 United States Federal Census- David C. 
Beatty. (1900). Ancestry. 

1900 United States Federal Census—Douglas C. 
Peabody. (1900). Ancestry. 

1900 United States Federal Census—Edward 
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Osborne. (1900). Ancestry. 

1900 United States Federal Census—Edward P. 
Wright. (1900). Ancestry. 

1900 United States Federal Census—F.N. Atkin. 
(1900). Ancestry. 

1900 United States Federal Census—George A. 
Wilkins. (1900). Ancestry. 

1900 United States Federal Census— 
Montgomery M. Goodwin. (1900). 
Ancestry. 

1900 United States Federal Census—Ray M 
Wilcox. (1900). Ancestry. 

1900 United States Federal Census—Reverend 
Hy. W. Ruffner. (1900). Ancestry. 

1900 United States Federal Census—Stephen H. 
Granberry. (1900). Ancestry. 

1900 United States Federal Census—Walter H. 
Moore. (1900). Ancestry. 

1900 United States Federal Census—Willard D. 
Stires. (1900). 

1900 United States Federal Census—William W. 
Daup. (1900). Ancestry. 

1900 United States Federal Census—Wm J. W. 
Bedford Jones. (1900). Ancestry. 

1901 England Census—John Samuel Neal. (1901). 
Ancestry. 

1910 United States Federal Census—A. Kinney 
Hall. (1910). Ancestry. 

1910 United States Federal Census—C. С. Leman. 
(1910). Ancestry. 

1910 United States Federal Census—Conrad R. 
Birnbach. (1910). Ancestry. 

1910 United States Federal Census—David C. 
Beatty. (1910). Ancestry. 

1910 United States Federal Census—Edgar W. 
Osborne. (1910). Ancestry. 

1910 United States Federal Census—Frank N. 
Atkin. (1910). Ancestry. 

1910 United States Federal Census—John Tilley 
Jr. (1910). Ancestry. 

1910 United States Federal Census—Nathaniel В. 
Atcheson. (1910). Ancestry. 

1910 United States Federal Census—Ray Wilcox. 
(1910). 

1910 United States Federal Census—Stephen H. 
Granberry. (1910). Ancestry. 

1910 United States Federal Census—W. W. Daup. 
(1910). Ancestry. 

1910 United States Federal Census—Walter H. 
Moore. (1910). Ancestry. 

1910 United States Federal Census—Willard D. 
Stires. (1910). Ancestry. 

1910 United States Federal Census—William J. W. 
Bedford-Jones. (1910). Ancestry. 


1911 Wales Census—William Reuben Francis 
Thomas. (1911). Ancestry. 

1920 United States Federal Census—C. Rudolph 
Birnbach. (1920). Ancestry. 

1920 United States Federal Census—Campbell 
Gray. (1920). Ancestry. 

1920 United States Federal Census—Darwin 
Bowers. (1920). Ancestry. 

1920 United States Federal Census—David C. 
Beatty. (1920). Ancestry. 

1920 United States Federal Census—Edwin M. 
Ringland. (1920). Ancestry. 

1920 United States Federal Census—Frank N. 
Atkin. (1920). Ancestry. 

1920 United States Federal Census—George L 
Evans. (1920). Ancestry. 

1920 United States Federal Census—Henry W. 
Ruffner. (1920). Ancestry. 

1920 United States Federal Census—J. S. Neal. 
(1920). Ancestry. 

1920 United States Federal Census—John Tilley. 
(1920). Ancestry. 

1920 United States Federal Census—Nathaniel 
Atcheson. (1920). Ancestry. 

1920 United States Federal Census—Stephen 
Granberry. (1920). Ancestry. 

1920 United States Federal Census—Willard D. 
Stires. (1920). Ancestry. 

1920 United States Federal Census—William W. 
Bedford Jones. (1920). Ancestry. 

1930 United States Federal Census -Wayne 1. 
Johnson. (1930). Ancestry. 

1930 United States Federal Census—Campbell 
Gray Jr. (1930). Ancestry. 

1930 United States Federal Census—Darwin 
Bowers. (1930). Ancestry. 

1930 United States Federal Census—David C. 
Beatty. (1930). Ancestry. 


1930 United States Federal Census—Edmund M. 


Ringland. (1930). Ancestry. 

1930 United States Federal Census—George L. 
Evans. (1930). Ancestry. 

1930 United States Federal Census—Henry W 
Ruffner. (1930). Ancestry. 

1930 United States Federal Census—John S. 
Neal. (1930). Ancestry. 

1930 United States Federal Census— John Tilley. 
(1930). Ancestry. 

1930 United States Federal Census— 
Montgomery M. Goodwin. (1930). 
Ancestry. 

1930 United States Federal Census—Myron A 
Herrick Jr. (1930). Ancestry. 

1930 United States Federal Census—Nathaniel 


B. Atcheson. (1930). Ancestry. 

1930 United States Federal Census—Ray Wilcox. 
(1930). Ancestry. 

1930 United States Federal Census—Stanley A. 
(1930). Ancestry. 

1930 United States Federal Census—William J.W. 
Bedford Jones. (1930). Ancestry. 

1930 United States Federal Census—William L. 
Toland. (1930). Ancestry. 

1940 United States Federal Census—Darwin 
Bowers. (1940). Ancestry. 

1940 United States Federal Census- David C. 
Beatty. (1940). Ancestry. 

1940 United States Federal Census—Donald Bell. 
(n.d.). Retrieved May 17, 2020, from 

1940 United States Federal Census—Edmund 
Ringland. (1940). Ancestry. 

1940 United States Federal Census—John 
Klawiter. (1940). Ancestry. 

1940 United States Federal Census—John S. 
Neal. (1940). Ancestry. 

1940 United States Federal Census—John Tilley. 
(1940). Ancestry. 

1940 United States Federal Census—Myron D. 
Herrick Jr. (1940). Ancestry. 

1940 United States Federal Census—Ray Wilcox. 
(1940). Ancestry. 

1940 United States Federal Census—Robert D. 
Harmon. (1940). Ancestry. 

1940 United States Federal Census—Robert 
Hutchinson. (1940). Ancestry. 

1940 United States Federal Census-Wayne 
Johnson. (1940). Ancestry. 

1940 United States Federal Census—Wayne S. 
Shipley. (1940). Ancestry. 

1940 United States Federal Census—William L. 
Toland Jr. (1940). Ancestry. 

1940 United States Federal Census—Wm. W. 
Daup. (1940). Ancestry. 

1944 William R. F. Thomas has resigned. 25 
Years Ago. (1969, February 18). Herald 
and Review, 6. 

1946 Record Budget Adopted by St. John's 
Church. (1946, January 24). The Decatur 
Daily Review, 24. 

1960 Four New Mernbers Elected. (1960, 
February 6). The Decatur Daily Review, 2. 

1977: The former Stephen Decatur High School 
is being razed. (2016, August 5). Herald 
and Review, B6. 

1989 vestry. (1898, January 20). To the Members 
and Friends of this parish: [Personal 
communication]. 

^ $30,000 Church. (1890, June 5). Decatur 
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Weekly Republican, 1. 

A Biography of Philander Chase. (n.d.). Kenyon 
College. Retrieved May 23, 2020, from 
https://www2.kenyon.edu/Khistory/ 
chase/biography/biography.htm 

A Call To Rev. Atkin. (1897, November 25). Herald 
and Review, 2. 

A Church Wedding—Bevans-Millikin Nuptials. 
(1892, September 24). The Herald- 
Despatch, 4. 

A Class For Teaching Vocal Music... (1888, 
January 26). The Pantagraph, 3. 

“A Festival For The Benefit Of The House 
Of Prayer (Formerly The Rolling Mill 
Chapter) Will Be Given At The На! Of 
Eldorado Hose Co. No. 2.” (1880, June 
30). Decatur Daily Republican, 3. 

A Fort Leavenworth Boy. (1894, January 5). The 
Kansas City Times, 3. 

A Home Of Their Own. (2008, March 1). Herald 
and Review, 33. 

“A. Kinney Hall” Episcopal Confirmation. (1887, 
March 3). Decatur Weekly Republican, 1. 

“A. Kinney Hall" Going Away. (1888, July 19). 
Decatur Weekly Republican, 1. 

“A. Kinney Hall to lowa" Personal Mention. (1888, 
August 30). Decatur Weekly Republican, 
1. 

A Missionary Convocation. (1868, August 13). 
Decatur Weekly Republican, 5. 

A Morning Wedding. (1903, June 11). The Streator 
Free Press, 12. 

A New School For Young Ladies. (1864, October 
13). Gospel Messenger And Church 
Record Of Western New York. 


A Political Plum | Ann Arbor District Library. (n.d.). 
Retrieved June 1, 2020, from https:;//aadl. 


org/node/473223 

A Profile Of St. John's Episcopal Church. (1989). 
St. John's Episcopal Church, Decatur, 
Illinois. 

A Sad Downfall. (1898, February 18). Michigan 
Argus. 

A Strawberry And Ice Cream Festival. (1892, 
June 12). Herald and Review, 6. 

A Trip Down Memory Lane—"John And Kay Hall 
Residence". (1987, August 9). Herald and 
Review, 29. 

About Periodical Club. (1948, December). The 
Springfield Churchman. 

About Town—"Frozen Music". (1943, February 9). 
The Decatur Daily Review, 18. 

About Town—"Rev. W. H. Moore Leaving”. (1886, 
January 28). Herald and Review, 3. 
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Abstract Delays Camp Purchase. (1950, 
February 19). The Decatur Daily Review, 
3. 

Accepting Death Means Accepting AII of Life. 
(1978, December 17). Herald and Review, 
41. 

Accuses His Enemies. (1899, August 21). The 
Inter Ocean, 2. 

Acolytes Meet Here Friday. (1940, October 31). 
Herald and Review, 3. 

Ada Marie Heckel, Sam Winegardner to marry 
August 8. (1936, July 28). Herald and 
Review, 8. 

Adelaide—"Revered Edward Purdon Wright 
Wife”. (1918, January 18). Lancaster New 
Era, 10. 

admin. (2015, June 12). 

Adolescents Must Retire. (1948, August 24). The 
Decatur Daily Review, 36. 

Advent Lessons and Carols. (1996). Booklet. 

Advent Meditations. (1998). Booklet. 

Advent Wreath Picture. (1954, November 27). 
The Decatur Daily Review, 3. 

Affidavit Of Change Of Name. (1944). 

Again To-night. (1880, November 5). Decatur 
Daily Republican, 3. 

Alabama, Civil War Soldiers, 1860-1865— 
Douglas C. Peabody. (1865). Ancestry. 

Alcoholics Anonymous. (2018, April 28). Herald 
and Review, D6. 

All Angels’ Church. (1903, November 20). The 
Daily Review, 5. 

All Angels’ Church After The Blow. (1905, June 7). 
The Daily Review, 12. 

All Angels’ Church Interest. (1903, February 10). 
Herald and Review, 2. 

All Angels’ Church—Easter. (1897, April 20). 
Decatur Daily Republican, 1. 

All Angels’ Day. (1896, September 30). Decatur 
Daily Republican, 3. 

All Angels, Rev. G. Taylor. (1903, March 22). 
Herald and Review, 7. 

“All Angels” Visit Of The Bishop. (1903, March 27). 
The Daily Review, 2. 

All Angels will now be torn to pieces. (1905, June 
7). The Daily Review, 12. 

All Saints Day—Observed On Wednesday At 
Episcopal And Catholic Churches. (1899, 
November 2). Herald and Review, 8. 

All Saints’ Guild church. (1906, September 15). 
Green Bay Press-Gazette, 2. 

Allegiance Theme of Sermon in St. John’s. (1915, 
January 18). Herald and Review, 3. 

Allen, А. В. (n.d.). Suspicion of Disloyalty’: 


Silas Totten, Beleaguered University 
President, 1859-1862. 13. 

Altar Guild Inventory. (1953). St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, Decatur, Illinois. 

Alton Curate. (Circa 1950s.). The Springfield 
Churchman. 

An Assistant to a Pastorate. (1922, October 25). 
The Kansas City Star, 4. 

An Entertainment will be given at Grace 
Mission. (1887, December 18). Herald and 
Review, 12. 

An Open Letter To Women Who Will Attend 
Decatur Churches Easter Morning. (1924, 
April 13). Herald and Review, 20. 

An Operetta—"“Little Red Riding Hood By The 
Ladies Of The House Of Prayer". (1886, 
May 22). Decatur Daily Republican, 2. 

Ancestors of Stephen George-Powell Rev. 
Clarence Croft Leman. (n.d.). Retrieved 
June 8, 2020, from http://george-powell. 
co.uk/family/2077.htm 

Ancestry.com—1880 United States Federal 
Census. (1880). Ancestry. 

Ancestry.com-—U.S.,, World War I Draft 
Registration Cards, 1917-1918. (1918). 
Ancestry. 

Anglican—Roman group to meet here 
(Robert Harmon). (1983, May 6). Daily 
Republican-Register, 7. 

Annual Card Party This Week. (1967, April 16). 
Herald and Review, 35. 

Annual Meeting 1952. (1952, January 30). The 
Decatur Daily Review, 22. 

Annual Reports. (Various Years). St. John's 
Episcopal Church, Decatur, Illinois. 

Another New Church. (1890, June 7). The 
Herald-Despatch, 3. 

Another Roosevelt Organ 1892. (1892, July 23). 
Herald and Review, 3. 

Appletons' Cyclopedia of American Biography, 
1600-1889—Silas Totten. (1889). Ancestry. 

Appointed Ohio man Named Rector of St. 
John’s. (1953, May 20). The Decatur Daily 
Review, 28. 

Approaching Events in City Church Circles 10 
Oct. 1921. (1921, October 10). Herald and 
Review, 24. 

Apricot Nectar in May Day Salad. (1962, April 
26). The Decatur Daily Review, 25. 

"Archdeacon Webber" Will Preach Again 
sunday. (1925, December 26). Herald 
and Review, 3. 

Architect Starbuck's Affairs. (1892, October 9). 
Herald and Review, 5. 


Arcola Episcopal Church Demolished. (1871, 
March 2). Decatur Weekly Republican, 1. 

Area Easter Sermons Stress Faith, Joy of 
Resurrection. (1981, April 19). Herald and 
Review, 3. 

Area Priest Is Hootenanny Hit. (1964, February 
22). The Rock Island Argus, 25. 

Arthur Van Cleve Enlists. (1917, June 18). The 
Daily Review, 12. 

Article by 5. А. Macdonell- “Starling Swarms 
Menace Mid-West.” (1933, October 8). 
The Decatur Daily Review, 27. 

As An Episcopal Canon. - Former Navy 
Chaplain Joins Cathedral, “Rev. George 
Evans.” (1946, November 16). The Kansas 
City Star, 5. 

As Lent Begins. (1962, March 7). The Decatur 
Daily Review, 1. 

As Lent Begins picture Donald Bell. (1962, March 
7). The Decatur Daily Review, 1. 

Ash Wednesday rites at St. John’s episcopal 
church. (1960, March 2). The Decatur 
Daily Review, 32. 

Assigned Week For Prayer Pilgrimage. (1917, 
June 4). Herald and Review, 3. 

Asylum of Grand Commandery of Illinois, 
October 1884. (n.d.). History of the 
Knights Templar in Decatur, Illinois From 
October 27, A.D. to October 25 A.D. 1881. 
John Morris Company, Printers, 

At All Angels Church—"Sept. 12 Services Will Be 
Resumed". (1903, September 11). The 
Daily Review, 4. 

At Rest. Impressive Funeral Of The Late Hon. 
John K. Warren At St. John's Church. 
(1894, November 21). Decatur Daily 
Republican, 3. 

At St. John's Church—"Meeting Of The Synod”. 
(1904, December 5). Herald and Review, 
2. 

At St. John's Church—"Rev. Atcheson Preached". 
(1905, January 23). Herald and Review, 8. 

At St. John's Episcopal—Rev. D. C. Beatty. (1918, 
May 19). Herald and Review, 17. 

At St. John's—"Litany And Evening Prayer”. (1899, 
March 15). The Daily Review, 2. 

At St. John's—"New Rector, Rev. H. W. Ruffner". 
(1898, July 5). Herald and Review, 3. 

At St. John's—"Rev. Aubrey F. Todrig, Supplying 
For Services". (1904, February 7) Herald 
and Review, 5. 

At St. John's—"Rev. Todrig Will Supply Lenten 
Services". (1904, February 17). Herald and 
Review, 5. 
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At the Close of his sermon on Sunday Morning 
Rev. М.М. Goodwin... (1889, March 12). 
Herald and Review, 4. 

At the Episcopal Church. (1873, May 12). Decatur 
Daily Republican, 3. 

At the Guild Hall. (1898, May 28). The Daily 
Review, 7. 

At the House of Prayer. (1884, December 27). 
Herald and Review, 3. 

Atkin, Frank Newell. (2015). The Jew, and Other 
Poems. Palala Press. 

Atkin, Frank Newell. (2016). The Quiver, 
Aphorisms Wise and Other Wise. Palala 
Press. 

Attorney Arthur Van Cleve left. (1916, September 
7). Herald and Review, 3. 

Auction of Lots Brought $20,281.22. (1891, 
November 5). Decatur Weekly 
Republican, 3. 

Baker, Kenneth. (2012). What does it mean 
to be "pastoral"? Homiletic and 
Pastoral Review. https://www.hprweb. 
com/2012/11/editorial-what-does-it- 
mean-to-be-pastoral/ 

Ball Diners Will Savor Folk Ballads. (1976, April 5). 
The Decatur Daily Review, 33. 

Bangert, Mrs. R. (1999). Girls Friendly Memories. 

Bangert Services Set. (1967, March 8). Herald 
and Review, 17. 

Barbara Stoune will have her Sister as Maid 
of Honor. (1942, April 25). Herald and 
Review, 6. 

Barbarena Parker. (191, December 2). Herald 
and Review, 12. 

Barnes Butterfly Site Will be Razed. (1956, 
October 7). The Decatur Daily Review, 10. 

Beatty Family Soon United. (1919, August 30). 
Herald and Review, 12. 

Beatty, John David. (n.d.). Church of the Good 
Shepherd, East Chicago, Indiana. 
Episcopal Diocese of Northern Indiana 
Archives. https://scalar.usc.edu/works/ 
episcopal-diocese-of-northern- 
indiana-archives/church-of-the- good- 
shepherd-east-chicago-indiana 

Beautiful Service At Millikin Sunday. (1914, 
January 26). Herald and Review, 3. 

Bedford Jones Wins Point In Custody Suit. (1930, 
April 22). Marshall Evening Chronicle, 1. 

“Bedford-Jones at Grace Mission” The New 
Rector. (1896, July 1). Herald and Review, 
2. 

Bedford-Jones, Retired Pastor, Dies In La Jolla. 
(1933, April 3). San Diego Union. 
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Believe Young Curtis Is Dead. (1900). Illinois 
State Journal. 
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18). The Times, 1. 
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Curtis, Mother Of Logan Curtis.” (1893, 
September 14). Herald and Review, 2. 
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Bequests By Mrs. Е.С. Phillbrook. (1904, October 
4). The Daily Review, 10. 

Bering Burrows Directs Choir" Brevities. (1889, 
December 1). The Decatur Daily 
Despatch, 6. 
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Bishop Comes Here. (1916, May 13). The 
Edwardsville Intelligencer, 1. 

Bishop Comes To Baptize Child. (1905, 
December 18). Herald and Review, 8. 

Bishop Conducts Services Today 1917. (1917, 
November 25). Herald and Review, 3. 

Bishop gray, 65, Dies at Home in Mishawaka. 
S May 17). Chicago Tribune, 14. 

Bishop Is Eloquent—"Rt. Rev. Osborne”. (1915, 
May 12). The Edwardsville Intelligencer, 1. 

Bishop John Chanler White (picture). (1937, May 
22). Journal Gazette, 4. 

Bishop Loring of Springfield Diocese Dies. (1948, 
April 16). The Decatur Daily Review, 1. 

Bishop Osborne and the Herald. (1908, 
December 19). Herald and Review, 6. 


Bishop Osborne Consecrated. (1904, October 
24). The Boston Globe, 14. 

“Bishop Osborne” Denounces Sunday As 
Sacrilegious. (1908, May 1). The Daily 
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Bishop White Performs Last Official Act. (1947, 
May 21). The Decatur Daily Review, 42. 
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November 10). Illinois State Chronicle, 3. 
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Vestry [Personal communication]. 

Land of Hearts to be repeated Friday Evening. 
(1931, February 22). Herald and Review, 11. 

Large Audience in Central Park. (1914, July 6). 
Herald and Review, 3. 

Large Audiences at St. John’s Mission. (1916, 
January 24). Herald and Review, 3. 

Latest Fair Haven News—"Wedding Of Rev. 
William L. Bostwick's Son.”. (1900, 
February 15). The Morning Journal- 
Courier, 2. 

Laymen Will Be Asked To Give A Day's Income. 
(1929, September 18). Herald and 
Review, 2. 

Leave for Cincinnati. (1937, October 6). Herald 
and Review, 22. 

Leaves For Michigan—Rev. David C. Beatty Goes 
To Star Lake For Month Of August. (1917, 
August 6). Herald and Review, 10. 

Leffingwell, C.W. and Arthur Seymour, Editors. 
(1881). The Living Church Annual. E. & J.B. 
Young & Company. 

"Lent 1949" Churches Open Aid to New 
Members. (1949, March 12). The Decatur 
Daily Review, 5. 

"Lent" St. John's Episcopal and English Lutheran. 
(1922, March 4). The Decatur Daily 
Review, 10. 

Lenten Observance 1969. (1969, February 19). 
The Decatur Daily Review, 42. 

Lenten Pilgrimage—"New Red Banner Used 
During Children’s Pilgrimage”. (1953, 
April 18). The Decatur Daily Review, 3. 

Lenten Recital. (1905, March 25). Herald and 
Review, 5. 

Lentence Observance 1969. (1969, February 19). 
The Decatur Daily Review, 42. 

Letter To Bishop Osborne Requesting 
Consecration. (1912, May 6). [Personal 
communication]. 

Letter To Miss Margaret Meyer. (1975, May 26). 
[Personal communication]. 

Letter To The Rev. A. Kinney Hall Extending 
Call. (1886, November 15). [Personal 
communication]. 

Lewis W. Shade Dies. (1973, June 23). The 
Decatur Daily Review, 10. 

Library Board Has Its first Meeting. (191, June 2). 
Herald and Review, 9. 

Life’s Uncertainly Death of William M. Boyd. 
(1889, December 17). Herald and Review, 


Lincoln as President. (1909, February 7). Herald 
and Review, 28. 

List Burrows Heirs. (1938, June 29). Herald and 
Review, 3. 

Liverpool, England, Church of England 
Baptisms, 1813-1919—Nathaniel Bernard 
Atcheson. (1875). Ancestry. 

Living Churchman. (1942). The Springfield 
Churchman. 

Living on a Truck Farm. (1907, April 25). The 
Streator Free Press, 3. 

Lloyd's Clerical Directory: Vol. Multiple. (Various 
Dates). 

Local Jottings “Fence.” (1868, July 9). Decatur 
Weekly Republican, 3. 

Local Obituaries—"Rev. John S. Neal”. (1961, April 
24). Herald and Review, 14. 

Lockup for MD raises $46,000. (2013, April 10). 
Herald and Review, 32. 

"Logan Curtis" A Very Naughty Boy. (1894, July 
3l). Herald and Review, 2. 

"Logan Curtis" Collar Bone Cracked. (1895, 
March 26). Herald and Review, 1. 

"Logan Curtis Death" Against Oldham. (1901, 
February 12). Decatur Herald, 2. 

"Logan Curtis Death" An Act of Justice. (1901, 
December 8). Herald and Review, A. 

"Logan Curtis" Local News. (1894, August 11). 
Decatur Daily Republican, 8. 

"Logan Curtis Mother" Death Of Son Causes 
Grief. (1906, May 21). Herald and Review, 
2. 

"Logan Curtis" Steals Another Rig. (1894, August 
18). The Herald-Despatch, 4. 

"Logan Curtis" Stole Two Rigs. (1894, July 30). 
Decatur Daily Republican, 8. 

Looking Back—St. John's Episcopal history 
began in 1855. (1999, December 19). 
Herald and Review, 16. 

Loved Citizen, Brave Soldier Called by Death 
continued. (1911, December 18). Herald 
and Review, 3. 

“Lowber Burrows Deeds” A Burial Lot. (1899, July 
28). Herald and Review, 3. 

Lowber Burrows Dies; Figure In Decatur Fifty- 
Eight Years. (1910, October 17). The Daily 
Review, 10. 

Lowber Burrows on Abe Lincoln. (1909, February 
7). Herald and Review, 27. 

Lowber Burrows Was City’s Pioneer Banker. 
(1957, January 28). The Decatur Daily 


9. Review, 8. 
Lighting a Fire. (2008, November 8). Herald and Lynch, Patricia A. (n.d.). Milwaukee's Soldiers 
Review, 25. Home (Images of America). Arcadia 
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Publishing. 

“M. M. Goodwin Burglary” Johnny, Get Your Gun. 
(1889, September 5). The Decatur Daily 
Despatch, 2. 

M. M. Goodwin Chaplaincy Officially 
Announced. (1894, March 11). Herald and 
Review, 4. 

“M. M. Goodwin House” Burglars About. (1889, 
September 5). Herald and Review, 4. 

“M. M. Goodwin returned from Jacksonville” 
Yesterday’s Personals. (1890, January 
23). The Decatur Daily Despatch, 3. 

“М. М. Goodwin” Trunks and Tan Shoes. (1894, 
December 19). The Daily Review, 4. 

MacDonell Returns. (1928, September 1). Herald 
and Review, 3. 

Madonna іп Art is Yule Program of Woman's 
Club. (1936, December 11). Herald and 
Review, 30. 

Making Antique Finds. (1972, November 16). The 
Decatur Daily Review, 31. 

Many Attend Vespers. (1914, April 20). Herald 
and Review, 3. 

Many Attractions Offered by Orpheus. (1919, 
March 30). Oakland Tribune, 58. 

Many Bricks, Not Much Mortar. (2006, June 10). 
Herald and Review, 35. 

Many Distinguished Guests Present For 
Beautiful Wedding. (1921, June 26). 
Herald and Review, 16. 

Many Guests In City For LeForgee-Barnes 
Nuptials. (1917, December 30). Herald 
and Review, 16. 

Many House of God are Houses of Beauty. 
(2008, March 1). Herald and Review, 1. 

Many Important Cantatas in Churches 1918. 
(1918, March 24). Herald and Review, 24. 

Marble Font To Centralia Church. (1925, 
November 7). The Decatur Daily Review, 
6. 

March Attendance At Day Nursery Is 306. (1917, 
April 21). Herald and Review, 12. 

March of dimes Groups Merge into one Unit. 
(1973, September 17). Herald and Review, 
3. 

Margaret Stires Dies in Cleveland. (1918, May 2). 
Herald and Review, 3. 

Marjorie Bowers, 90. (2008, November 26). 
Herald and Review, 27. 

Marriage Cemented Firestone Link With 
Decatur. (2001, July 8). Herald and 
Review, 1. 

Marriage Cemented Firestone Link With 
Decatur 2. (2001, July 8). Herald and 


Review, 4. 

Marriage of Miss Sarah Jane Roby to Lieutenant 
С.Е. Hay Brilliantly Celebrated. (1903, May 
22). Herald and Review, 5. 

Mary Bowers, F. Peters Wed in Episcopal Rite. 
(1968, November 10). The Decatur Daily 
Review, 35. 

Mary Farley Sets Date. (1955, April 23). Herald 
and Review, 7. 

Mary Jane Farley & James Jones wedding. 
(1955, May 1). The Decatur Daily Review, 
33. 

Mary Jane Farley Assumes New Duties. (1951, 
September 1). The Decatur Daily Review, 
10. 

Mary Jane Farley Gets Post at St. John’s. (1951, 
June 1). Herald and Review, 24. 

Mary Jane Farley Wed in Decatur, ILL to James 
D. Jones. (1955, May 1). St. Louis Globe- 
Democrat, 52. 

Mass Tuesday For Rev. Daup. (1940, July 1). 
Herald and Review, 3. 

Massachusetts, State and Federal 
Naturalization Records, 1798-1950— 
Edward William Osborne. (1886). 
Ancestry. 

May Change Canons (John Tilley Ordination). 
(1899, September 25). Herald and 
Review, 8. 

May Queen Festival. (1881, May 27). Decatur 
Daily Republican, 3. 

McManus, F. (1967, May 2). Letter To Father 
Bowers [Personal communication]. 

Meals To Go—"Coolings". (1989, February 24). 
Herald and Review, 20. 

Melodeon, 1850s-1900s. (2014, July 16). A Fine 
Collection. https://afinecollection. 
wordpress.com/2014/07/16/melodeon- 
1850s-1900s/ 


“Membership Drive” Evanston Rector Will Be 


Speaker. (1916, November 20). The Daily 
Review, 10. 

Memorial Day in Churches. (1918, May 26). 
Herald and Review, 12. 

Memorial For Miss Hinton In St. John’s. (1918, 
February 1). Herald and Review, 3. 

Memorial Here Today. (1923, November 23). 
Herald and Review, 3. 

Memorial Organ At St. John's To Be Used 
sunday. (1947, April 19). The Decatur 
Daily Review, 3. 

Memorial Ready for Easter Day. (1912, April 7). 
Herald and Review, 17. 

Memorial To Bishop Seymour. (1907, February 
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11). Herald and Review, 8. 

Memorial To The Late Henry Prather. (1874, 
March 5). Decatur Weekly Republican, 1. 

Memories in Color 2007. (2007, May 12). Herald 
and Review, 39. 

Men Of St. John's To Have Communion. (1952, 
November 29). The Decatur Daily 
Review, 6. 

Menaces the Home. (1905, May 15). Journal 
Gazette, 1. 

Men's Banquet Set for Monday Night. (1913, May 
16). Herald and Review, 10. 

Men's Club Organized In St. John's Parish. (1909, 
January 16). Herald and Review, 10. 

Merris, M. B. (n.d.). Symbols. 

Methodist Women to Meet Wednesday. (1936, 
December 14). Herald and Review, 3. 

Meyer and Son have the contract for painting. 
(1891, April 2). Herald and Review, 4. 

Meyer, M. (1974). Oral Interview With Robert 
Shade. 

Michigan, Death Records, 1867-1952—Rev. A. 
Kinney Hall. (1920). Ancestry. 

Michigan Passenger and Crew Lists, 1903- 
1965—William Reuben Francis Thomas. 
(1949). Ancestry. 

MILITARY EXECUTIONS: Topic, pictures and 
information - Fold3.com. (1864). Fold3. 
https://www.fold3.com/page/774- 
military-executions 

Military Honor for Capt. Foster. (1910, April 22). 
Herald and Review, 13. 

Millikin Music School Presents Opera “Carmen” 
For Three Nights With St. John’s Boys. 
(1954, February 7). Herald and Review, 
50. 

Millikin University. (n.d.). https://millikin.edu/ 
staley/about-library/university- 
archives/online-exhibits/millikin- 
university-historical-campus-tour 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Deaths, 1854-191— 
Edward P. Wright. (1910). Ancestry. 

Ministers Hear Paper on divorce. (1904, October 
24). The Daily Review, 10. 


Ministers Hold Reception for Rev. And Mrs. Daup. 


(1939, December 16). Herald and Review, 
3. 
Minnesota, Birth Index, 1935-2000—Waoyne L. 
Johnson. (1919). Ancestry. 
Minnesota, Births and Christenings Index, 1840- 
1980 -Willard D. Stires. (1907). Ancestry. 
Minnesota, Death Index, 1908-2017—William 
Wesley Daup. (1940). Ancestry. 
Minnesota Man Likely to Become New Rector. 
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(1913, January 12). Herald and Review, 2. 

Minnesota, Territorial and State Censuses, 
1849-1905—Conrad R. Birnbach. (1905). 
Ancestry. 

Minutes Of The Vestry Of St. John's Episcopal 
Church. (1855-2021). 

Miss Bishop Head Of Day Nursery. (1917, January 
4). Herald and Review, 3. 

Miss Brubeck to Wed ОН. Sharlock. (1920, 
August 13). The Decatur Daily Review, 3. 

Miss Burrows Funeral Monday. (1942, October 
3). Herald and Review, 3. 

Miss Burrows, Last Of Pioneer Family, Dies. (1942, 
October 2), The Decatur Daily Review, 
44. 

Miss Clara Hoadley. (1924, July 2). The Times, 2. 

Miss Fitz in Recital. (1952, May 4). The Decatur 
Daily Review, 36. 

Miss Gorin Dies at 85; Rites Monday. (1959, May 
8). The Decatur Daily Review, 3. 

Miss Joe Atherton. (1903, November 25). The 
Times, 8. 

Miss Wheal to Marry Saturday Morning. (1940, 
June 18). Herald and Review, 6. 

Misses Hoadley Back Home From Stay In Florida 
-"NB. Atcheson, Brother-In-Law." (1951, 
April 17). The Times, 19. 

Mission In Alaska. (1905, February 20). Herald 
and Review, 3. 

Mission Work at Home. (1879, December 8). 
Decatur Daily Republican, 3. 

Missions is only real Foundation. (1909, October 
28). Herald and Review, 10. 

Mississippi, State and Territorial Census 
Collection, 1792-1866. (1848). Ancestry. 

Missouri. (1862, June 27). The Church Journal. 

Missouri, Jackson County Marriage Records, 
1840-1985—Ray Milton Wilcox. (1922). 
Ancestry. 

Missouri, Marriage Records, 1805-2002—Philip 
McKim. (1866). Ancestry. 

Mistakes in our spiritual lives can lead to 
significant lessons (Truelove). (2010, 
September 3). Journal Gazette, 17. 

“М.М. Goodwin” St. Luke’s Register. (1893, 
November 16). The Daily Review, 1. 

“M.M. Goodwin to Decatur” A Popular Rector 
Resigns. (1888, December 5). Herald and 
Review, 3. 

“M.M. Goodwin” To Install Officers of Oliver Ames 
Post. (1926, September 1). The Boston 
Globe, 9. 

Models Named for Fashion Show to be Given 
by Episcopal Women. (1931, March 8). 


Herald and Review, 13. 

“Montgomery-Perry” At Saint John’s. (1900, April 
20). Herald and Review, 5. 

Moore, Rev. W. H. (1879, January 14). Letter 
Describing Missionary Status Of St. 
John’s [Personal communication]. 

Moore, Rev. W. Н. (1884). The Parish Register: Vol. 
IV. No. 8. 

Moore, Rev. W. Н. (1886, January 27). Letter 
To The Rt. Rev. George Seymour 
Resigning From St. John’s [Personal 
communication]. 

More than ornamental 1. (2018, August 19). 
Herald and Review, Al. 

Morehouse Publishing. (1922). Death Of Rev. С. 
B. Birnbach. Morehouse Publishing. 

Morning Service In First Congregational. (1914, 
November 25). Herald and Review, 6. 

Morning Wedding. (1897, December 9). Decatur 
Weekly Republican, 1. 

Morning Wedding. (1903, June 9). The Times, 1. 

Morris Eisenstadt, Jewelry Maker Dies. (1923, July 
28). St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 11. 

Mother-Son Team Pens Church History. (2000, 
January 10). Herald and Review, 1. 

Mother-Son Team Pens Church History 2. (2000, 
January 10). Herald and Review, 4. 

“Moving the church” (1890, November 29). 
Herald and Review, 4. 

Mr. And Mrs. James K. Stafford. (1916, October 
10). Herald and Review, 8. 

Mr. And Mrs. Richard Sommer. (1951, September 
9). Herald and Review, 30. 

“Mr. And Mrs. Wilcox” Dinner Given For Rector 
And Wife Thursday Evening. (1923, 
January 26). Herald and Review, 8. 

Mr. And Mrs. Wilcox to Leave on Vacation. (1925, 
July 14). Herald and Review, 3. 

Mr. Atcheson Returns. (1905, April 9). The Daily 
Review, 19. 

Mr. Atkin's Farewell. (1897, November 30). The 
Daily Review, 3. 

Mr. Griffith Severs. (1903, January 4). The Daily 
Review, 7. 

Mr. Ruffner. (1900, January 14). The Daily Review, 
2. 

Mr. Starbuck choir. (1888, October 20). The 
Pantagraph, 4. 

Mrs. A.F. Todrig. (1904, May 4). Herald and 
Review, 4. 

Mrs. Alexander Dies in Hospital. (1916, January 
4). Herald and Review, 3. 

Mrs. Beatty's Letter Made Into Booklets. (1917, 
December 9). Herald and Review, 19. 


Mrs. Burrow's Body committed to Grave 1908. 
(1908, January 11). Herald and Review, 8. 

Mrs. Daup is Elected Conference Delegate. 
(1937, May 21). Herald and Review, 3. 

"Mrs. David Beatty" Fall Into Elevator Fatal. 
(1922, September 13). The Topeka State 
Journal, 6. 

"Mrs. David Beatty" Fell Into Elevator Shaft. 
(1922, September 1). The Topeka State 
Journal, 1. 

"Mrs. David West" Speaker at Episcopal Church 
Dinner Thursday. (1950, October 3). 
Herald and Review, 8. 

Mrs. Emily W Alloway. (191, March 28). Herald 
and Review, 2. 

Mrs. George A. Wilkins. (1922, December 21). The 
Landmark, 4. 

Mrs. Gibson Appointed. (1958, May 12). The 
Decatur Daily Review, 38. 

Mrs. Grady and Mrs. Macdonnell Give Tea 
Tuesday. (1931, July 3). Herald and 
Review, 14. 

Mrs. Grady's Holiday Table to Help Charity. 
(1936, December 16). Herald and Review, 
10. 

Mrs. Guy James Parke Dies Sunday. (1945, June 
18). Herald and Review, 3. 

Mrs. Harris Hitchcock, Rector s Daughter Dies. 
(1948, August 31). The Bridgeport Post, 5. 

Mrs. Harvey S. Firestone. (1921, July 3). Herald 
and Review, 12. 

Mrs. Helen Axtell To Be Easter Soloist. (1917, 
March 26). Herald and Review, 3. 

"Mrs. Henry Prather Death" The Silent Reaper. 
(1881, March 24). Decatur Weekly 
Republican, 1. 

Mrs. John Beals. (1947, January 26). The Decatur 
Daily Review, 26. 

Mrs. Julie Adriance Moore Funeral Services, 
Racine, Wisconsin and Decatur, Illinois. 
(1932, June 2). Herald and Review, 2. 

Mrs. King was Real Pioneer. (1918, October 11). 
Herald and Review, 3. 

Mrs. N. B. Atcheson. (1903, July 21). The Times, 8. 

Mrs. Philbrook Died Saturday. (1904, June 18). 
The Daily Review, 7. 

Mrs. Rainey's Funeral. (1903, June 25). The Daily 
Review, 5. 

"Mrs. Robert Bangert” Lenten Meditations—The 
Layman And His God. (1960, March 21). 
The Decatur Daily Review, 3. 

“Mrs. Robert Foster” Saturday Bride In St. John’s 
Episcopal Church. (1951, June 3). Herald 
and Review, 29. 
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s. УВ. Beatty Attempts Life. (1928, March 6). 
Herald and Review, 12. 
s. V.D. Beatty Attempts Life Complete. (1928, 
March 6). Herald and Review, 12. 
Mrs. W. W. Daup is Panhellenic Speaker Monday. 
(1936, April 14). Herald and Review, 12. 
Mrs. W.D. Stires to Deliver and Address. (1913, 
May 1). Herald and Review, 24. 
s. William Barnes Obituary. (1993, May 11). 
Herald and Review, 11. 
$. William Shellabarger Gives Tea Monday. 
(1956, August 12). The Decatur Daily 
Review, 35. 
Mrs. William Stoune obituary. (1945, October 9). 
Herald and Review, 12. 
Music camp to be Aug, 12. (1951, July 22). The 
Decatur Daily Review, 47. 
Music Watoto Children's Choir 2010. (2010, 
November 9). Herald and Review, 2. 
Must Be in Tune, Says Dr. Hoster. (1916, 
December 18). Herald and Review, 3. 
Name Curate at St. John's. (1954, September 
21). Herald and Review, 14. 
Names ship for noted Clergyman. (1944, August 
11). The Christian, 4. 
Nashotah Honors Decatur Rector. (1970). The 
Springfield Churchman, Vol. 71, No. 8, 3. 
Nashotah House Held Graduation. (1954, May 
21). Waukesha Daily Freeman, ТІ. 
Native Of Delavan Awarded Honorary Divinity 
Doctorate. (1970, May 28). 
Need Clothing At Day Nursery. (1917, October 13). 
Herald and Review, 7. 
“Nelson Ayres to Preach” Personals. (1886, May 
1). The Daily Review, 3. 
Nelson, W. E. (1910). City of Decatur and 
Macon County Illinois—A Record of 
Settlement, Organization, Progress 
and Achievement (Vol. 1). The Pioneer 
Publishing Company. 
New Choir Director. (1932, September 4). Herald 
and Review, 6. 
New Church Leaders Reach City Wednesday. 
(1922, November 2). Herald and Review, 
3. 
New Curate Arrives Here. (1948, December 4). 
The Decatur Daily Review, 21. 
New Curate at St. John's Decatur. (1967, April). 
The Springfield Churchman. 
New Curate Beings Work At Decatur. 
(1963, September). The Springfield 
Churchman. 
New Deacon to be Ordained. (1969, June 19). 
The Orlando Sentinel, 22. 
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New Episcopal Bishop Hulstrand To Be 
Consecrated. (1982, January 30). Herald 
and Review, 22. 

New Episcopal Church Parish House Planned. 
(1948, April 20). Herald and Review, 4. 

New Episcopal Rector Takes over. (1953, August 
10). Herald and Review, 3. 

New Hampshire, Death and Disinterment 
Records, 1754-1947—George A. Wilkins. 
(1907). Ancestry. 

New Hymnals, Organs To Be Showcased. (1991, 
April 20). Herald and Review, 14. 

New Jersey, Births and Christenings Index, 1660- 
1931—Stephen Н. Granberry. (1848, Abt). 
Ancestry. 

New Jersey, Marriage Records, 1670-1965— 
Willard D. Stires. (1898). Ancestry. 

New Locks and Bolts on St. John’s Cabin. (1915, 
July 20). Herald and Review, 3. 

New Millikin Association Represents Protestant, 
Jewish, Catholic Faiths. (1951, October 
25). Herald and Review, 3. 

New organ at St. John’s Oct 1892. (1892, 
September 4). Herald and Review, 6. 

New Orleans, Louisiana, Marriage Records 
Index, 1831-1964—Wayne Sanford 
Shipley. (1963). Ancestry. 

New Orleans, Passenger Lists, 1813-1963— 
Edward Osborne. (1915). Ancestry. 

New Pastors. (1962, December 31). The Rock 
Island Argus, 57. 

New Pews Of St. John's. (1892, March 5). The 
Herald-Despatch, 2. 

New Priest settles in at St. John's Episcopal. 
(201, August 20). Herald and Review, 26. 

New Rector Arrives Here Next Tuesday. (1913, 
January 28). Herald and Review, 6. 

New Rector Comes for Ash Wednesday. (1913, 
January 27). The Daily Review, 8. 

New Rector In First Services—"David Clark 
Beatty”. (1916, October 23). The Daily 
Review, 4. 

New rector makes a good impression. (1904, 
September 5). The Daily Review, 7. 

New Rector to be Wedded Soon. (1922, 
November 3). Herald and Review, 13. 

New Roosevelt Organ. (1892, July 23). Decatur 
Daily Republican, 3. 

New Scout Troop—"Episcopal Troop”. (1936, 
March 29). Herald and Review, 3. 

New Seminary. (1864, September 30). Decatur 
Weekly Gazette, 3. 

New St. John's Priest Takes Up Work Here. (1916, 
October 21). Herald and Review, 12. 


New St. John’s Rector Conducts First Service. 
(1953, August 10). The Decatur Daily 
Review, 20. 

New Vestry For St. John’s. (1921, January 10). 
Herald and Review, 3. 

New Vestrymen at St. Paul’s (John’s) church. 
(1909, November 23). Herald and 
Review, 5. 

New “White Oil” Replaced Candles—"Death Of 
William Prather's Wife". (1957, February 
22). The Decatur Daily Review, 16. 

New Windows 1982. (1982, February 13). Herald 
and Review, 5. 

New York County, Letters of Administration 
Index, 1743-1875 (Barber Collection)— 
Silas Totten. (1833). Ancestry. 

New York, County Marriage Records, 1847-1849, 
1907-1936—William Russell McKim, Son of 
Philip McKim. (1912). Ancestry. 

New York, Death Index, 1852-1956—Henry B. 
LeFerre. (1923). Ancestry. 

New York, Episcopal Diocese of New York 
Church Records, 1767-1970— John Tilley. 
(1883). Ancestry. 

New York, Index to Petitions for Naturalization 
filed in NYC, 1792-1989—William Reuben 
Francis Thomas. (n.d.). Ancestry. 

New York, Irish Immigrant Arrival Records, 1846- 
1851—Edward P. Wright. (1846). Ancestry. 

New York, New York, Extracted Marriage Index, 
1866-1937—David C. Beatty. (1892). 
Ancestry. 

New York, Passenger and Crew Lists (including 
Castle Garden and Ellis Island), 1820- 
1957—David Beatty. (1927). Ancestry. 

New York, Passenger and Crew Lists (including 
Castle Garden and Ellis Island), 1820- 
1957—Edward P. Wright. (1846). Ancestry. 

New York, Passenger and Crew Lists (including 
Castle Garden and Ellis Island), 
1820-1957—John Samuel Neal. (1910). 
Ancestry. 

New York, Passenger and Crew Lists (including 
Castle Garden and Ellis Island), 1820- 
1957—John Tilley. (1924). Ancestry. 

New York, Passenger and Crew Lists (including 
Castle Garden and Ellis Island), 1820- 
1957—Right Rev. E. W. Osborne. (1908). 
Ancestry. New York Rector Comes to 
St. John's—"Rev. E. F. H. J. Masse”. (1916, 
January 4). The Daily Review, 4. 

New York, State Census, 1875—Montgomery 
Goodwin. (1875). Ancestry. 

New York, State Census, 1905—David C. Beatty. 


(1905). Ancestry. 

New York, State Census, 1925—John Tilley. 
(1925). Ancestry. 

Newly Completed Parish Hall Addition, St. John's 
Decatur. (1970, Summer). The Springfield 
Churchman. 

News From City Churches. (1937, September 21). 
Herald and Review, 5. 

Newspaper Archives Online & Find Ancestors 
| GenealogyBank. (n.d.). Nine Were 
Confirmed at St. John's Church 1905. 
(1905, May 8). Herald and Review, 2. 

No Mistake this time Rev. Goodwin to the Navy. 
(1894, February 8). Herald and Review, 5. 

No Service Held. (1906, August 6). Herald and 
Review, 7. 

No services. (1905, January 16). Herald and 
Review, 2. 

Noon Lenten Recital Series Scheduled At Grace 
Church. (1977, February 19). The Decatur 
Daily Review, 2. 

North America, Family Histories, 1500-2000— 
Douglas Cairns Peabody. (1909). 
Ancestry. 

North America, Family Histories, 1500-2000— 
Rev. Walter Howard Moore. (1916). 
Ancestry. 

North America, Family Histories, 1500-2000— 
Stephen R. Child. (1881). Ancestry. 

North America, Family Histories, 1500-2000— 
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of being members of the family of God, their estrangement from 
God is reflected in the breakdown of family ties. 
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Our average modern home has become a dormitory. The family 
table has become a cafeteria, The bonds which once bound the 
members of the family together and made family life a rich and 
wholesome experience have largely disappeared. The family has 
let itself disintegrate into a group of individuals living under 
one roof. 
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The daily round of activities of its members—mother's charitable 
and social commitments, father’s bowling and civic responsibilities, 
junior’s Scouting and Little League, and daughter's dancing and 
art lessons—leave little time for the nourishment and flowering 
of corporate family life. 
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To be sure, all of these outside experiences сап be brought back 
р into the family for the enrichment of the entire group, but too 
often they merely fragment the family unity. 


A Christian family cannot be satisfied with this modern pattern of 
fragmentized living. A Christian family, one whose individual 
members are also members of Christ, will not permit the pressures 
of secular activities to intrude upon the precious gift of common 
family interests with which God has blessed them. 
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The summer offers to many of us the best opportunity of the year 
to re-establish the unity of the family. During the summer the 
tempo of living slows down; often we can all take a holiday 
together, and family outings are more easily arranged. 
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The Christian family ought to take advantage of these opportuni- 
ties, Visits to other parishes, both on Sunday and during the week, | 
can be undertaken as а group. Family prayer can be easily scheduled 
during the father’s vacation, and then continued during the rest 
of the year. Many diocesan camps and conference centers offer 
accommodations for family living in an environment which is 


For 166 years, St. John’s Episcopal Church has stood as a pillar in Decatur, Illinois. Friends began 
meeting in 1855. Later a simple wooden chapel was erected at Eldorado and Water Streets created 
from Architect Richard Upjohn's plans. In the early days, leaders came and went with great frequency. 
Parishioners soon learned that they were the foundation of the church and were responsible for its 


future. 


Attendance continued to grow, and in 1890, Rev. Montgomery Goodwin encouraged St. John’s to build 
on the corner of Eldorado and Church streets. After two years of construction, the Gothic-inspired 
plans from Chicago Architect Henry Starbuck came to life with a beautiful “miniature Cathedral” of red 
and orange sandstone. Parishioners could not part with the old wooden chapel, and it was moved next 


to the new building. 


From Decatur Banking Tycoon Lowber Burrows to the Akron, Ohio Manufacturing Baron, Harvey Fire- 
stone, to former Illinois Governor Richard J. Oglesby, St. John’s has had ties to notable families. The 


fabric of St. John’s includes an untold number of baptisms, weddings, confirmations, and funerals. 


One of the rectors at St. John’s, Rev. Edmund Ringland, wrote these words for a 1945 anniversary book- 


let which still ring true today: 


“My one hope is that we may together build up a Christian family which will truly represent the Family 
of God in spirit and in actions. This is not a mere pious hope but, under God, a real and vital necessity 
if we are to help restore decency, justice and truth to a world that so easily forgets the values for which 


men must live. | trust that in the days to come, we may progress enough toward the attainment of this 


goal that the men and women who have gone from this parish to the far ends of the earth may return 


to find us with vision, courage and constant faith building a better community. The phrase, 'the future 
is now,’ drives me through the days and months, and I hope it will come to haunt you as it does me. The 


future lies not at the end of a succession of days and years: the future is now." 


This Definitive History Of St. John's Episcopal Church serves as a reminder that the future is now and 
is the culmination of exhaustive research into the rectors, families, buildings, and Episcopal worship in 


Decatur, Illinois, from 1855-2021. 


